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BOOK Xi. 


Containing the Interval of an hundred and feventy 
. years. ! 


[FROM THE DEATH OF ALEXANDER, THE GREAT, TO 
THE DEATH OF JUDAS .MACCABEUS. | 


‘CHAPTER I. 


How Ptolemy, the fon of Lagus, took Ferufalem and Judea 
by deceit and treachery, and carried: many of the Jews 
thence, and planted themin Egypt. , 


41. OW when Alexander, king of Macedon, had put an 

| end to the dominion of the Perfians, and had fettled 
the affairs in Judea after the forementioned manner, he ended 
his lite. And as his government fell among many, Antigonus 
obtained Afia, Seleucus Babylon, and of the other nations 
which were there, Ly fimachus governed the Hellefpont, and 
Caffander poflefled Macedonia; as did Ptolemy the fon of 
Lagus feize upon Egypt. And while thefe princes ambi- 
tioufly ftrove one againft another, every one for his own prin- 
cipality, it came to pals that there were continual wars, and 
thofe tsfting wars too; and the cities were fufferers, and loft 
a great many of their inhabitants in thele times of diftrefs, in 
fg much that all Syria. by the means of Ptolemy the fon of 
Lagus, underwent the reverfe of that denomination of Sa- 
viour, which he then had. Healfo feized upon Jerufalem, 
and for that end made ufe of deceit and treachery ; for-as he 
came into the city on a Sabbath day, aa if he would offer {ac-~ 
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-+gifice, he; :without any trouble, gained the city, while the 
‘ sews dig no¢opppfe bim, for they did not fufpect him to be 


their enémy"; and he gained it thus, becaufe they were free 
Srqtt fulpition df.hinis and becaufe on that day they were at 


:neft god etietnefes and when he had gained it, he ruled over 


It yaa cruel manner. Nay, Agatharchides of Coidus, who 
wrote the acts of Alexander's ucceffors, reproaches us with 
fuperftition, as if we, by it, had loft our liberty ; where be 
lays thus:: δ There is a nation called the nation of the Jews, 
who inhabit a city ftrong and great, named Jerufalem. Thefe 
men took no care, but Jet it come into the hands of Prolemy, 
as not willing to take arms, and thereby they fubmitted to be 
under an hard mafter, by reafon of their unfeafonable {uper- 
ftition.”. This is what Agatharchides relates of our nation. 
But when Ptolemy had taken a great many captives, both 
trom the mountainous parts of Judea, and from the places 
about Jerufalem and Samaria, and the piaces near mount 
Gerizztm, he led them al! into® Egypt, and fettled them 
there. And.as he knew-that the people of Jerufalem weret 
moft taithtul tn the obfervation of oaths and covenants ; and 
this from the anfwer they made to Alexander, when he fent 
an embaffage to them, after he had beaten Darius in battle, fo 
he diftribyted many of them into garrifons ; and at Alexan- 
dria gave them equa! privileges of citizens with the Mace- 
donians themfelves ; and required of them to take their oaths, 
that they would keep their fidelity to the pofterity of thofe 
who committed thefe places to their care. Nay there were 
not a few other Jews, who, of their own accord, went into 
Egypt, as invited by the goodnefs of the foil, and by the lib- 
ΣΙ οἱ Ptolemy. However, there were diforders among 
their pofterity, with relation to the Samaritans, on account 
ot their refolution to preferve that conduct of life which was 
delivered to them by their forefathers, and they thereupon 
conteaded one with another; while thofe of Jerufalem faid, 
that their temple was holy, and refolved to fend their facrifi- 
ces thither ; but the Samaritans were refolved that they 
fhould be fent to mount Gerizzim. 

* The great number of thefe Jews and Samaritans that were formerly car- 
tied into Egypt by Afexander, and sow by Prolemy the fon of Lagus, appear 
afterwards, in Che vaft multitude who, δὲ we fhall tee prefently, were foon ran- 
iomed by Philadelphus, and by him made free, before be fent for the leventy- 
two interpreters: In the many garrifors, and other foldiers of that nation in 
Egypt: In the famous fettlement of Jews, and che number of their fynsgogues 
at Alexandria, long afterward ; and in the vehement contention between the 
jews and Samaritans ander Philometer, about the place appointed for public 
worlhip in the law of Mofes; whether at the Jewith temple of Jerulslem, or 
ut the Samaritan temple at Gerizzim ; of ali which our author treats hereafter. 
And as to the Samaritans carried into kgypt uader the fame princes, Scaliger 
inppoles, that thofe who have a great fyvagogue at Cairo, a3 alfo thofe whom 
the Arabic gecgrapher {peaks of, as having {eized on an ifland in the Red Sea, 
are remains of them at this very day, as the’ notes here inform us. 

+ OF the facredneis of oaths among the Jews in the Old Teftament, fee 
Scripture Politics, p. 54, 65. cA 2 ΣΥΝ ᾿ς 
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CHAPTER I. - 


How Ptolemy Philadelphus procured the laws of the Fews to 
be tranflated into the Greek Tongue ; and fet many captives 
τε; and dedicated many gifts to God. — 


ὅς, YJHEN Alexanderhad reigned twelve years, and after 
him Ptolemy Soter forty years, Philadelphus then 
to°k the kingdom of Egypt, and held it forty years within one. . 

He procuted the* Jaw to be interpreted ; and fet freadthofe 
that were come from Jerufalem into Egypt, and were in flae 
very there, who were an hundred and twenty thoufand. ‘The 
occafion was this: Demetrius Phalerius, who was library 
keeper to the king, was now endeavoring, if it were poffible, 
tu gather together aH the books that were in the habitable 
earth, and buying whatfoever was any where valuable or a- 
grecable to the king’s inclmation (who. was very earneftly 
et upon collecting of books) to which inclination of his De- 
metrius was zealously fubfervient. And when once Ptole. 
my afked him, How many ten thoufands of books he had col: 
lected ? He replied, That he had already about twenty times 
ten thoufand, but that. in alittle time, he fhould have fifty 
times ten thoufand. But he faid, he had been informed, that 
there were many books οἱ laws among the Jews, worthy ot 
inquiring after, and worthy of the King’s library, but which 
being written in characters and in a dialect of their own, will 
caufe no {mall pains in getting them tranflated into the Greek 
tongue; that the character,in which they are written feems to 
be like to that which is the proper character of the Syrrans, 
and that its found, when pronounced, is like theirs alfo ; and 
that this found appears to be peculiar to themfelves. Where. 
fore he faid, that nothing hindered why they might not get 
thofe books to be tranflated alfo, for while nothing 1s wanting 
that is neceflary for that purpofe, we may have their books 
allo in this library. So the king thought that Demetrius was 
very zealous to procure him abundance of books, and that 
he tuggefted what was exceeding proper for him to do; and 

theretore he wrote to the Jewilh High Prieft, that he fhould 

act accordingly. 


* Of the tranflation of the other parts of th: Old Teftament by fevenry 
Egyptian Jews, in the reigns of Piolemy the fon of Lagus, aad Philadelphus ; 
48 allo of the tranflation of the Pentsteuch by leventytwo Jerufalem Jews, in the 
leventh year of Philadel phus at Alexandriaas given us du account of by Arifle- 
15, and thence by Philo and Jolephus, with a vindication of Arifeu’ nillory, 
fre the Appendix to J.it, Accomp. of Proph, εἰ 1125. 9. 187152. 
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2. Now there was one Arifteus, who was among the king’e 
moft intimate friends, and on account of his modelty very 
acceptable to him. This Arifteus refolved frequently, and 
that before now, to petition the king. that he wouid fet all the 
captive Jews in his kingdom tree; and he thought this to be 
a convenient opportunity for the making that petition. So 
he difcourfed, in the firft place, with the captains of the 
king’s guards, Sofibius of Tarentum, and Andreas ; and per- 
duaded them to affift him in what he was going to intercede 
with the king for. Accordingly Arifteus embraced the fame 
opinion with thofe that have been hefore mentioned ; and 


_wenttothe king, and made the tollowing {peech to him : 


‘* It is-not fit tor us, O king, to overlook things h4ftily, or to 
deceive ourfelves, but to lay the truth open: For fince we 
have determined not only to get the laws of the Jews tranf- 
cribed, but interpreted alfo, tor thy fatistaction, by what 
means can we do this, while fo many of the Jews are now 
flaves in thy kingdom? Do thou then what will be agreea- 
ble to thy magnanimity, and to thy good nature: Free them 
from the milerable condition they are in, becaufe that God, 
who fupporteth thy kingdom, was the author of their laws, 
as f have learned by particular inquiry ; for both thefe peo- 
pte, and we allo, worthip the fame God, the tramer οἱ 4} 
things. We call him, and that truly by the name of Ζευς | or 
life, or Jupiter | becaufe he breaths life into all men. Where- 
fore do thou redlore thefe men to their own country; and 
this do to the honor of God, becaufe thefe men pay a pecu- 
Jiarly excellent worfhip tohim. And know this tarther, that 
though | be not of kin to them by birth, nor one of the fame 
country with them, yet dol defire thefe favors to be done 
them, fince all men are the workman{fhip of God, and 1 am 
fenfible that he is well pleafed with thofe that do good. I do 
theretore put up this petition to thee, to do good to them.” 

3. When Arifteus was faying thus, the king looked upon 
him with a cheer'ul and joyful countenance, and (διὰ, ‘‘ How 
‘many ten thoufands doft thou fuppofe there are of fuch 88 
want to be made tree?” YLowhich Andreas replied, as he 
ftood bye, and faid, ** A few more than ten times ten thouf- 
and.” The king made anfwer, ‘* And is this a {mall gift that 
thou afkefl, Arileus?” But Sofibius, and the reft that ftood 
bye, faid, That ‘he ought to offer fuch a thank offering ag 
was worthy of his greatnefs of foul. to that God who had giv- 
en him his kingdom.” With this anfwer he was much pleaf- 
ed ; and gave order, that when they paid the foldiers their 
wages, they fhould lay down [an* hundred and] twenty 


* Although this number 120 drachmz [of Alexandria, or 60 Jewifh thek- 
els] be here three times repeated, and that in all Jofephus’s copies Greek and 
atin, yet Gince all the copies, of Arifteus, whence Jotephus took his relation, 
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drachmz for every one of the flaves. And he promifed to 
ipublifh a magnificent decree, about what they requefted, 
which fhould confirm what Arifteus had propofed, and efpe- 
cially what God willed fhould be done ; whereby he faid he 
would not only fet thofe free who had been led away captive 
by his father, and his army, but sthofe who were in his king- 
dom before and thofe alfo, it any fuch there were, who had 
been brought away fince. And when they faid, that their 
redemption money would amount to above four hundred tal- 
ents, he granted it. A copy ot which decree I have deter- 
mined to preferve, that the magnanimity of this king may be 
made known. Its contents were as follows: ‘' Let all thofe 
who were fuldiers under our jather, and who, when they over- 
ran Syria and Phoenicia, and latd wafte Judea, took the Jews 
captives, and made them flaves, and brought them into our 
cities, and into’ this country, and then fold them; as alfo all 
thofe that were.in my kingdom betore them: And if there be 
any that have been lately brought thither, be made free by 
thofe that poffefs them; and let them agcept of [an hundred 
and| twenty drachme for every flave. And let the foldiers 
receive this redemption money with their pay, but the reft 
out of the king’s treafury : For 1 f{uppofe that they were made 
captives without our father’s confent, and againft equity; 
and that their country was harraffed by the infolence of the 
foldiers, and.that, by removing them into Egypt, the foldiers 
have made a great profit by them.” Out of regard therefore 
to juftice, and out of pity to thofe that have been tyrannized 
over, contrary to equity, I enjoin thofe that have {uch Jews 
in their fervice to fet them at hberty, upon the receipt of the 
before mentioned fum ; and that no one ufe any deceit about 
them, but obey what is here comamanded. And I will, that 
they give in their names within three days, after the publica- 
tion of this edift, to fuch as are appointed to execute the 
fame, and to produce the flaves before them alfo, for I think 
it will be for the advantage of my affairs: And let every one 
that will inform againft thofe that do not obey this decree ; 
and 1 will, that their eftates be confifcated into the king’s 
treafury.” When this decree was read to the king, it at firft 
contained the reft that is here inferted, and omittted Only 
thofe Jews that had formerly been brought, and thole brought 
afterwards, which had not been diftinttly mentioned, fo he 


have this {um feveral times, and ftillas no more than 20 drachme, or 10 Jew- 

ith fhekels; and fince the {um of the talents, to be fet down prefeatly, which 
is little above 460, er fomewhat more than 100,000 flaves, and is nearly the {ame 
in Jolephus and Arifteus, does be:ter sgree to 20 than to 120 drachme ; and 
fince the value of a flave of old was, at the utmoft, but 40 fhekcls, ur ta 
drachmx, fee Exod. xxi. 32, while in the prefent circumftances of thele Jew- 
ifh flaves, and thote fo very numerous, Philadelphas would rather redeem 
them at 2 cheaper than at a dearer rate, there is great reafon to prefer here -Yrif- 
teus’s copies before Jofephus’s, 
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added thefe claufes out of his hunianity, and with great gen-" “ 


erofity. He alfo gave order, that the payment, which was 
likely to.be done in an hurry, fhould be divided among the 
king's minilers, and among the officers of his tteafury.— 
‘When this was over, what the king had decreed was quickly 
brought to aconelufion ; and this in no more than feven 
days time, the number of the talents paid for the captives be- 
ing about four hundred and fixty, and this, becaufe their maf- 
ters required the [hundred and] twenty drachmz for the 
children alfo, the king having, in effe&, commanded, that 
thete fhould be paid for, when he faid in his decree, that 
they thould receive the forementioned {um for every flave. 
4. Now when this had been done after fo magnificent a 
- manner, according to the king’s inclinations, he gave order to 
Demetrius ta give him in writing his fentiments concernin 
the tranfcribing of the Jewifh books; for no part of the ad- 
miniftration is done rafhly by thefe kings, but all things are 
managed. with great circumfpection. On which account I 
have {ubjoined a copy οὐ thefe epiftles, and fet down the 
multitude οἵ the veffels fent as gitts [to Jerufalem] and the 
conftruction of every one, that the exactnefs of the artificers 
workmanhhip, as it appeared to thofe that faw them, and 
which workman made every veffel, may be made manifeft, 
and this on account of the excellency of the veffels them- 
felves. Now the copy of the epiftle was to this purpofe 
“. Demetrius tothe great“king. When thou, O king, gav- 
_ eft me a charge concerning.the collection of books that were 
wanting to fll your hbrary, and concerning the care that 
ought to be taken about fuch as are imperfect, I have ufed 
the utmoft diligence about thofe matters. And I let you 
know, that we want the books of the Jewith legiflation, with 
fome others ; for they are written inthe Hebrew characters, 
and being in the language of that nation, are tous unknown. 
It hath alfo happened to them, that they have been tranferibed 
more careléfsly than they ought to have been, becaufe they 
have not had hitherto royal care taken about them. Now tt 


is neceflary that thou fhouldft have accurate copies of them’ ἢ 


And indeed this legiflation is full of hidden wifdom, and en- 
tirely blamelefs, as being the legiflation οἱ God: For which 
caufe itis. as Hecateus of Abdera fays, that the poets and 
hiftorians make no mention of it nor of thofe men who lead 
their lives according to it, fince it is an holy law, and ought 
not to be publilhed by profane mouths. If then it pleafe thee, 
O king, thou mayeft write to the high prieft of the Jews, to 
fend fix ot the elders out of every tribe, and thofe fuch as are 
molt fkiltul of the laws, that by their means we may learn 
the clear and agreeing fenfe of thefe books ; and may obtain 
an accurate interpretation of their contents, and fo may have 
{uen a collection of thefe as may be fuitableto thy defire.”’ 


ΕΡ πὰ, Ὁ 
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, 4. When this epiftle was fentto the king, he commanded 
that an epiftle fhould be drawn up for Eleazar, the Jewith 
high-prieit, concerning thefe matters ; and that they fhould 
inform him of the releafe of the Jews that had been in flavery 
among them. He alfo fent fitty talerits of gold for the making 
ot large bafons, and vials and cups, and an immenfe quantity 
of precious ftones. He alfo gave order to thofe who had the 
cultody of the chefts that contained thofe ftones, to give the 
artificers leave to choofe out what forts of them they pleafed. 
He withal appointed, that an hundred talents in money fhould 
be fent to the temple, for facrifices, and for other ufes. Now 
I will give a delcription of thefe veffels, and the manner of 
their conftrudtion, but not till after I have fet down a copy of 
the epiftle which was written to Eleazer the high-prieft, who 
had obtained that dignity on the occafion following: When 
Onias the high-prieft was dead, his fon Simon became his 
fucceffor. He was called * Simon the Juft, becaufe of both 
his piety towards God, and his kind difpofitionto thofe of 
his own nation. When he was dead, and had left a young 
fon, who was called Onias, Simon’s brother Eleazar, of whom 
we are {peaking, took the high priefthood ; and he it was‘ to 
whom Ptolemy. wrote, and that in the manner following : 
“ King Ptolemy to Eleazar the high-prieft, fendeth greeting : 
There were many Jews who now dwell in my kingdom, whom 
the Perfians, when they were in power, carried captives, 
Thefe were honoured by my father ; fome of them he placed 
in the army, and gave them greater pay than ordinary ; to 
others of them, when they came with him into Egypt, he com- 
mitted his garrifons, and the guarding of them, that they might 
be a terror to the Egyptians. And when I had taken the gov- 
ernment, I treated all men with humanity, and efpecially thofe 
that are thy fellow citizens, of whom 1 have fet tree above an 
hundred thoufand that were flaves, and paid the price of their 
redemption to their mafters out of my own revenues ; and 
thofe that are of a fit age, I have admitted into the number of 
my foldiers. And tor fuch as are capable ot being faithful te 
me, and proper for my court, I have put them in fuch a poft, 
as thinking this [kindnefs done to them | to bea very great and 
an acceptable gift, which I devote to God for his providence 
over me. And as I am defirous to do what will be grateful te 
thefe, and to all the other Jews in the habitableearth, I have 
determined to procure an interpretation of your law, and to 
have it tranflated out of Hebrew into Greek, and to be repofit- 
‘ed in my library. Thou wilt therefure do well to choole out 
and fend to me men of a good chara@er, who are now elders 
in age, and fix in number out of every tribe. Thefe, by their 


* We havea very great encomium of this Simon the Fuff, the fon of Onias I. 
in the fiftieth chapter of the Ecclefiafticus, through the whole chapter, Nor is it 
improper to conluit that chapter it‘elf upon this eccafiom . 
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age, muft be fkilful in the Jaws, and of abilities to make an ac- 
curate interpretation of them: And when this fhall be finiflred 
I fhall think that I have done a work glorious to myfelf. And 
I have fent to thee Andreas, the captain οἵ my guard, and 
Arifteus, men whom] brave in very great efteem ; by whom 
1 have fent thofe firft truits which I have dedicated to the tem- 
ple, and to the facrifices, and to other ufes, to the value of an 
hundred talents. And it thqu wilt fend to us, to let us know 
what thou wouldft have farther, thou wilt do a thing accept. 
able to me.” | 
5. When this epiffle of the king’s was brought to Eleazar, 
he wrote ananfwer to it with all the refpe@ poffible.; “ Elea- 
zar the high-prieft to king Ptolemy, fendeth greeting : If thow 
and thy *queen Arfinoe, and thy children, be well, we are 
entirely fatisfied, When we received thy epiitle, we greatly 
rejoiced at thy intentions: And when the multitude were 

athered together, we read it to them, and thereby made them 

enfible of the piety thou δα towards God. Wealfo fhewed 
them the twenty vialsof gold, and thirty of filver, and the 
five large bafons, and the table fur the fhew-bread; as alfo 
the hundred talents for the facrifices, and forthe making what 
fhall be needful at the temple. Which things Andreas and 
Arifteus, thofe moft honoured friends of thme, have brought 
us: And truly they are perfons of an excellent charaéter, and 
of great learning, and worthy of thy virtue. Know thenthat 
we will gratify thee in what 15. for thy advantage, though we 
do what we ufed not to do before ; tor we ought to make a 
return for the numerous aéts of kindnefs which thou haft done 
to our countrymen. We immediately therefore offered fa- 
crifices for thee and thy fifter, with thy children and friends; 
and the multitude made prayers, that thy affajrs may be to thy 
mind ; and that thy kingdom may be preferved in peace, and 
that the tranflation of our law may come to the. conclufion 
thou defireft, and be for thy advantage. We havealfo chofen 
fix elders out of every tribe, whom we have fent, and the law 
with them, It will be thy part, out of thy piety and jultice, 
to fend back the law when it hath been tranflated ; and to re. 
turn thofe to us that bring it in fafety. Farewell.” 

6. This was the reply which the high-prieft made. But i¢ 
does not feem to me to be neceffary to fet down the names of 
the feventy | two] elders who were fent by Eleazar, and carri. 
ed the [&8w, which yet were fubjoined at the end of the epiftle, 
However, I thought it not improper to give an account of 
thofe very valuable and artificially contrived veffels which the 


*- When we have here and prefently mention made of Philadelphus’s Queen,and 
filter Arfinoe, we are to remember, with Spanheim, that Arfinoe was bothhis Ofter 
and his wife, according to the old cuftom of Perfia, and of Egypt at this very 
time ; nay of the Affyrians lonz afterward, See Antiq. B. XX. ch. ii. § a. vol. IL 
Whence we have, upon the coins of Philadelphus, this knewa infcription, the dia 
. vime brether and fifter, 
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king fent to God, that all may fee how great a regard the king 
had for God ; for the king allowed a vaft deal of expences for 
thefe veffels ; and came often to the workmen, and viewed 
their works, and {uffered nothing of careleffnefs or negligence 
to be any damage to their operations. And I will relate how 
richthey were as well as J am aile, although perhaps the na- 
ture of this hiftory may not require fuch a defc1iption, but I 
imagine I fhall thereby recommend the elegant tafte and mag- 
nanimity of this king to thofe that read this hiftory. 

7. And firft I will defcribe what belongs to the table. It 
was indeed in the king’s mind to make this table vaftly Marge 
in its dimenfions ; but then he gave orders that they fthould 
Jearn what was the magnitude of the table which was already 
at Jerufalem, and how large it was, and whether there were a. 
pahbility of making one iarger than it. And when he' was 
intormed how large that was which was already there, and that 
nothing hindered but a larger might be made, he faid, That 
4. he was willing to have one made that fhould be five times 
as large as the prefent table, but his fear was, that it might be 
then ufelefs in their facred miniftrations, by its too great large- 
nefs; for he defired that the gifts he prefented them, fhould 
not only be there for fhow, but fhould be ufeful alfo in their 
facred miniffrations.” According to’which reafoning, thatthe 
former table was made οἵ {fo moderate a fize for ufe, and not 
for want o! gold, he refoived that he would not exceed the for- 
mer table in largenefs, but would make it exceed it in the. 
variety and elegancy of its materials, And as he was faga- 
cious in obferving the nature of all things, and in having a jut 
notion ot what was new and furprifing; and where there was 
no {culptures, he would invent fuch as were proper, by his 
own {kill, and would fhew them to the workmen, he com- 
manded that fuch {culptures fhould now be made, and_ that 
thofe which were delineated, fhould be moft accurately form- . 
ed, by a conftant regard to their delineation. 

8. When therefore the workmen had undertaken to make ° 
the table, they tramed it in length two cubits [and an half. ] in 
breadth one cubit, and in height one cubit and an half ; and the 
entire ftrufture of the work was of gold. They withal made a 
crown of an hand-breadth round it, with wave work wreathed 
about it, and with an erfgraving imitated a cord, and was ad- 
mirably turned on its three parts ; for as they were of a trian- 
gular figure, every angle had the fame difpofition of its fculp- 
tures, that when you turned them about, the very [ame form 
of them was turned about without any variation. Now that 
part of the crownwork that was inclofed under the table had 
its fculptures very beautiful, but that part which went round . 
on the outfide was more elaborately adorned with molt beau. 
tiful ornaments, becaufe it was expofed to fight, and to the 
view οἱ the fpeftators; for which reafon it was that both 
thofe fides which were extant above the reft were acute, and 





12 ANTIQUITIES OF THE jews. [Book XII, 


none of the angles, which we beforetold you were three, ape 

eared lefs than another when the table was turned about, 

ow into the cord-work thus turned were precious ftones in- 
ferted, in rows parallel one to the other, incjofed in golden 
buttons, which had ouwches in them ; but the parts which were 
on the fide of the crown, and were expofed to the fight, were 
adorned with a row of oval figures obliquely placed, of the 
moft excellent fort of precious ftones, which imitite:l rods 
laid clofe, and encompaffed the table round about. Hut un- 
der thefe oval figures, thus engraven, the workinen had puta 
-crown all round it, where the nature οἱ al] forts of fruit was 
reprefented, infomuch that the bunches of grapes hung up. 
And when they had made the ftones to repreient all the kinds 
-of fruits before mentioned, and that each in its proper colour, 
they made them faft with gold. round the whole table. The 
Jike difpofitian of the oval figures, and of the engraved rods, 
was framed under the crown, that the table might on each fide 
fhew the fame appearance οὗ variety, and elegancy of its or- 
naments, fo that neither the pofition of the wave-work nor of 
the crown might be different, although the table were turned 
on the other fide, but that the profpeét of the fame artificral 
contrivances might be extended as far as the feet ; for there 
was made a plate of gold tour fingers broad, through the entire 
breadth of the table, into which they inferted the teet, and then 
faftened them to the table by buttons, andbutton-holes, at the 
place where the crown was fituate, that fo on what fide foever 
of the table one fhould land, it might exhibit the very fame 
view ot the exquifite workmanfhip, and ot the vaft expences 
beftowed upon it: But upon the table itfelf they engraved a 
meander, inferting into ig very valuable {tones ip the middle 
Tike flars, of various colours ; the carbuncle and the emerald, 
each of which fent out agreeable rays of light to the {pe€tators ; 
with iuch ftones of other forts alfo as were moft curious, and 
beft efleemed, as being moft precious intheir kind. Hard by 
this meander a texture of net work ran round it, the middle of 
which appeared like a rhombug, into which were inferted rock 
cry ἴα], and amber, which by the great refemblance ot the ap- 
. pearance they made, gave wonderful delight to thofe that faw 
them. The chapiters ot the feet imitated the firft buddings of 
lilies, while their leaves were bent and laid under the table, 
but {o that the chives were feen ftanding upright within them. 
Their bafes were made of acarbuncle; and the place at the 
‘bottom, which refted on that carbuncle, was one palm deep, 
and eight fingersin-breadth. Now they had engraven upon it 
with a very fine tool, and with a great deal of pains, a branch 
of ivy, and tendrils of the vine, fending torth ¢clufters of grapes, 
that you would guefs they were nowife different from real ten- 
drils; for they were fo very thin, and fo very far extended 
at their extremities, that they were moved with the wind, and 
yadé one believe that they were the produ& of nature, and 
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not the reprefentation of art. They alfo made the entire work- 
manfhip of the table appear to be three-fold, while the joints 
of the feveral parts were fo united together as to be invifible, 
and the places where they joined could not be diftinguifhed, 
Now the thicknefs of the table was not lefs than half a cubit. 
So that this gift by the king’s great generolity, by the great 
value οἱ the materials, and the variety οἱ its exquifite ftructure, 
and the artificers {kill in imitating nature with graving tools, 
was at length brought to perfeétion, while the king was very 
Mefirous that though in largenefs it were not tobe different 
from that which was already dedicated to God, yet that inex- 
quifite workmanhhip, and the novelty of the contrivances, and 
in the {plendour of its conftryétion, it fhould far exceed it, and 
be more illuftvious than that was, 

9. Now of the cifterns‘ot gold there were two, whofe {culp- 
ture was of {cale-work, from its bafisto its belt like circle, with 
various forts of ftones inchafed inthe f{piral circles. Next to 
which there was upon jt a meander of acubit in height ; it 
was compofed of {tones of all forts of colours. And next to 
this was the rod work engraven ; and next to that was a rhom- 
bus in a texture af net work, drawn out to the brim of the ba- 
fon, while {mall thields made of flones, beautiful intheir kind, 
and of tour fingers depth, filled up the middle parts. About 
the top ot the bafon were wreathed the leaves ot lilies, and of 
the convolvulus, and the tendrils of vines ina circular manner, 
And this was the conftruciion of the two fifterns of gold, each 
containing two firkins. But thofe which were οἵ filver were 
much more bright and {plendid than looking-glaffes ; and you 
might in them tee the images that fell upon them more plaml 
than in the other. The king alfo ordered thirty vials ; thofe 
ot which the parts that were of gold, and filled up with pre- 
cious ftones, were fhadowed over with the leaves of ivy, and 
of vines, artificially engraven. And thefe were the veffels 
that were after an extraordinary manner brought to this per- 
teétion, partly by the fkill of the workmen, who were admira- 
ble in fuch fine work, but much more by the diligence and 
generofity of the king, who not only fupplied the artificers 
abundantly, and with great generofity, with what they want- 
ed, but he forbad publie audiences for the time, and came and 
ftood by the workmen, and faw the whole operation. And 
this was the caufe why the workmen were fo accurate in their 
performance, becaufe they had regard to the king, and to his 

reat concern about the veffels, and fo the more indetatigably 

ept clofe to the work. oo 

zo. And thefe were what gifts were fent by Ptolemy to Je- 
rufalem, and dedicated to God there. But when Eleazar the. 
high prieft had devoted them to God, and had paid due refpeét 
to thofe that brought them, and had given them prefents to-be 
carried to the king, he difmiffled them. And when they were 
come to Alexandria, and Ptolemy heard that they were came, 
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and that the feventy elders were come alfo, he prefently fent 
for Andreas and Arifteus, his ambaffadors, who came to him, 
and delivered him the epiftle which they brought him from 
the high prieft, and made anfwer to all the queftions he put to 
them by word of mouth. He then made hafte to meet the el- 
ders that came from Jerufalem for the interpretation of the 
laws ; and he gave command, that every body who came on 
occafions fhould be fent away, which was athing furprifing, 
and what he did not ufe to do, for thofe that were drawn thither 
upon fuch occafions ufed to come to him onthe &Gith day, 
but ambaffadors at the month’s end. But when he had fent 
thofe away, he waited for thefe that were fent by Eleazar ; but 
as the.old men came in with the prefents, which the high prieft 
had given them to bring to the king, and withthe membranes, 
upon ‘which"they had their laws written in * golden letters, 
he. put queflions to them concerning thofe books ; and whep 
they had taken off the covers wherein they were wrapt up, 
they fhewed him the membranes, Sothe king flood adiniring 
the thinnefs of thofe membranes, and the exaétnefs of the junc- 
tures; which could not be perccived, (fo exactly were they 
connefied one with another) ; and this he did fora confide- 
rable time. He then faid, that he returned them thanks tor 
ceming to him, and ftill greater thanks to him that fent them: 
nd. above all, to that God whofe laws they appeared to be. 
hen did the elders, and thofe that were pyefent with them, 
cry οἷς with one voice, and withed all happinefs to the king. 
‘Upon which he fell into tears by the violence of the pleafure 
he had, it being natural to men to afford the fame indications 
_ in great joy, that they do under forrows. And when he had 
bid them deliver the books to thofe that were appointed to 
receive them, he faluted the men ; and faid, that it was but 
juft to difcourfe, in the firft place, of the errand they were fent 
about, and then to addrefs himfelf to themfelves. He promif- 
ed, however, that he woyld make this day on which they 
came to him remarkable and eminent every year through the 
whole courfe of his life; for their coming to him and the vic- 
tory which he gained over Antigonus by fe4, proved to be on 
the very fameday. He alfo gave orders, that they thould fu 
with him ; and gave it in charge that they {hould have excel- 
‘Jent lodgings provided for them in the upper part of the city. 
11, Now he that was appointed to take care of the reception 
of ftrangers. Nicanor by name, called for Dorotheus, whofe 
duty it was to make provifion for them, and bid him prepare 
sor every one of them what fhould be requifite for their diet . 
and way of living. -Which thing was ordered by the king 
after this manner : He touk care, that thofe that belonged tq 
- to every city, which did not ule the fame way of living, that 


* The Talmudifts fay, that it is not lawful to write the Jaw in letters of gold 
contrary to this certain and very ancient example. Sec Hudfen's and Reland® 
notes here. 
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afl things fhould be prepared for them according to the cuftom 
of thofe that came to him, that being feafted according to the u- 
fual method of their own way of living, they might be the better 
pleafed, and might not be uneafy at any thing dane to them, from 
which they were naturally averfe. And this was now done in 
the cafe of thefe men by Dorotheus, who was put into this office _ 
becaufe of his great {kill in fuch matters belonging to common 
life ; for he took care of all fuch matters as concerned the recep- 
tion of ftrangers, and appointed them double feats for themto [it 
on, according as the king had commanded him to do; for he had 
commanded that half of their. feats fhould be fet at his hand, 
and the other half behind his table, and took care that no re- 
{pect fhould be omitted that could be fhewn them. And when 
they were thus fet down, he bid Dorotheus to minifter to alb 
thofe that were come to him from Judea, afterthe manner they 9. 
ufed to be mimiftered to: For which caufe he fent away their 
facred heralds, and thofe that flew the facrifices, and the reft 
that ufed to fay grace: But calledto one of thofe that were - 
come to him, whofe narhe was Eleazar, who wasa prieft, and 
defired him to * fay grace ; whothen ftood tn the midft of them, 
and prayed, that “ all profperity might attend the king, and 
thofe that were his fubjects.” Upon which an acclamation 
was made by the whole company, with joy anda great noife; 
and when that was over, they fell to eating their fupper, and 
to the enjoyment of what was fet beforethem. And at alittle 
interval afterward, when the king thought a fufficient time had 
been interpofed, he began to talk philofophically to them, and 
he afked every oneof them a ¢ philofophical queftion,and fuch 
ΔΙῚ one as might give light in thofe enquiries ; and when they 
had explained all the problen#Mthat had been propofed by the 
king about every point, he was well pleafed with their an- 
{fwers. This took up the twelve days in which they were 
treated : And he that pleafes may learn the particular queftions 
in (hat book of Arifteus’s, which he wrote on this very oc- 
©afion. ᾿ 
12. And while not the king only, but the philofopher Mene- 
demus alfo admired them, and faid, that “‘ all things were 
governed by providence ; and that it was probable that thence 
it was that fuch force or beauty was difcovered in thefe mers 
words,” they then left off afking any more fuch queftions. 
Bat the king faid, that he had gained very great advantages 


5 This is the moft ancient example I have met with, of a grace, or ποτὲ pray- 
er, or thank {giving before meat ; which, as it is ufed to ba faid by an heathen prieft, 
was now faid by Eleaear, a Jewifh pric who waeene of thefe feventy two inter- 
preters. The next example I have met with is that of the Effenes, Of the War, 
B. 11. ch. viii.§5 vol. ILI. both before and after it; thofe of our Saviour 
before it, Mark viii 6. John’ vi. τι. 42. and δῖ, Paul, Atts’ xxvii. 35, and 
aform of fuch a grace or prayer for Chriftians, at the eyd of the fifth bogk of the 
Apoftolical Conftitutions, which feems to have been intended for both times, both 
before and atte: meat. 

+ They were rather political queftions amd anfwers, tending τὸ the good and 
relizious governmont of mankind, 
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by their coming, for that he had received this profit from them 
that he had learned how he ought to rule his fubjects. And 
he gave order, that they thould have every one three talents 
iven them ; and that thofe that were to conduct them to their 
odging fhould do it. Accordingly, when three days were o- 
ver, Demetrius took them, and went over the caufeway feven 
furlongs long : It was a bank in the fea to an ifland. And 
when they had gone over the bridge, he proceeded to the 
northern parts, and fhewed them where they fhould meet, 
which was in an houfe that was built near the fhore’.and was 
a quiet place, and fit for their difcourfing together about their 
work. When he had brought them thither, he entreated 
them, (now they had all things about them which they wanted 
for the interpretation of their law,) that they would fuffer no- 
thing to interrupt them in their work. Accordingly, they 
made an accurate interpretation, with great zeal, and great pains; 
and this they contitued-to do till the ninth hour.of the day ; after 
which time they‘relaxed and took care of their body, while their 
food was provided for them in great plenty ; befides, Dorotheus, 
at the king’s command, brought them a great deal of what-was 
provided tor the king himfelf. Butin the morning they came 
to the court, and faluted Ptolemy, and then went away to their 
former place, where, when they had * waflted their hands, and 
urified themfelves, they betook themfelves to the interpreta- 
tion of the laws. Now when the law was tranfcribed, and the 
labour of interpretation was over, which came to its conclu- 
fion in feventy-two days, Demetrius gathered all the Jews to- 
ether to the place where the laws were tranflated, and where 
the interpreters were, and read @em over. The multitude did 
alfo approve of thofe elders that were ‘the interpreters of the 
law, ‘Chey withal commended Demetrius for his Propofal, as 
the inventor ot what was greatly fortheir happinefs ; and they 
defired, that he would give leave to their rulers alfo to read 
the law. Moreover, they all, both the prieft and the ancient- 
eft of the elders, and the principal men of their common weal, 
made it their requeft, that fince the interpretation was happily 
finithed, it might continue in the ftate it now was, and might 
not be altered. And when they all commended that determin- 
ation of theirs, they enjoined, that if any one obfetved either 
any thing fuperfluous, or any thing omitted, that he would 
take a view ot it again, and have it Jaid before them, and cor- 
reGted ; which was a wife aétion of theirs, that when the thing 
was judged to have been well done, it might continue forever. 
13. So the king rejoiced, when he faw that his defign οἱ this 


» This purification of the interpreters, by wafhing in the fea before they prayed 
to God,.every momirig, and before they fet about tranflating, may be compared 
with the like practice of Peter theapoftle, in the recognitions of Clement, Β. IV. 
ch. iii. and B. V. ch. xxxvi. and with the places of the Profeuchz, or of pray- 
ex, which were fometimes built near the fea or rivers allo, OF which matter {ce Antiq. 


B. ALV, ch. x.§ 23. Vol. 11. and Ads xvi. 1g. 16. 
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nature was brought to perfe@lion, to fo great advantage ; and 
he was chiefly delighted with hearing the laws read to him ; 
and was aftonifhed at the deep meaning and wifdom of the 
legiflator. And he began to difcourfe with Demetrius, ‘‘ How * 
it came to pafs, that when this legiflation was fo wonderful, 
no one, either of the poets, or of the hiftorians had made men- 
tion of it.” Demetrius made anfwer, that “πὸ one durft be 
fo bold as to touch upon the defcription of thefe laws, becaufe 
they were divine and venerable, and becaufe fome that had at- 
tempted it were affli€ted by God.” He alfo told hin, that 
‘“‘Theopompous was defirous of writing fomewhat about them, 
but was thereupon difturbed in his mind for above thirty days 
time ; and upon fome intermiffien of his diftemper, he appeaf- 
ed God [by prayer, | as fufpecting that his madnefs proceeded 
from that caufe.” Nay, indeed he further faw adream, that 
his diftemper betel him while he indulged too great a curiofi- 
ty about divine matters, and was defirous of publifhing them 
among common men ; but when he left off that attempt, he re- 
covered his underftanding again. Morcover he informed him! 
ot Theodeéles, the tragic poet, concerning whum it was re- 
ported, that when in a certain dramatic reprefentation, he was 
defirous to make mention of things that were contained in the 
facred books, he was afflitted with a darknefs mm his eyes ; and 
that upon his being confcious of the occafion of his diftemper, 
and appeafing Gad [by prayer, | he was freed trom that afflic. 
tion. 

14. And when the king had received thefe books from De- 
metrius, as we have faid already, he adored them ; and gave 
order, that great care fhould be taken of them, that they might 
remain uncorrupted. He alfo defired that the interpreters 
would come often to him out of fudea, dnd that both on ac- 
count of the refpeéts that he would pay them, and on account 
οἱ the prefents he would make them : For he faid, “ It was 
now but jult to fend them away, although if, of their own ac- 
cord, they would come to him hereafter, they fhould obtain 
all that their own wifdom might juftly require, and what his 
generofity was able to give them.” So he then fent them a- 
way ; and gave to every one of them three garments of the 
beft fort, and two talents of gold, anda cup of the value of one 
talent, and the furniture of the room wherein they were feaft- 
ed. And thefe were the things he prefeuted to them. But 
by them he fent to Eleazer the high-prieft, ten beds, with feet 
of filver, and the furniture to them belonging, and a cup of 
the value of thirty talents ; and befides thefe, ten garments, 
and purple, and avery beautiful crown, and an hundred pieces 
of the fineft woven linen; as alfo vials and difhes, and veflels 
ior pouring, and two golden cifterns, to be dedicated to God. 
He alfo defired him, by an epiftle, that he would give thefe 
interpreters leave if any of them were defirous, of coming to 
him, becaute he highly valued a converfation with men of {uch 

OL. 1]. 
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learning ; and {hould be very willing to lay out his wealth up- 
onfuch men. And this was what came to the Jews, and was 
much to their glory andhonour, from Ptolemy Philadelphus. 


CHAP. Il. 


How the Kings of Afia honoured the nation of the fews, and 
made them Citizens of thofe Cities which they burlt. 


§ 1. TBE Jews alfo obtained honours from the kings of 
Alia when they became their auxihiaries ; for Seleu- 

cus Nicator made them citizens in thofe cities which he built 
in Afia, and in the lower Syria, and in the metropolis itfelt, 
Antioch ; and gavé them privileges equal to thofe of the Ma- 
cedonians and Greeks, who were the inhabitants, infomuch 
that the/e privileges continue.to this very day : An argument 
for which you havein this, that whereas the Jews do make ufe 
of * oil prepared by foreigners, they receive a certain fum of 
money from the proper officers belonging to their exercifes as 
the value wouid have deprived them of, in the laft war, Mu- 
cianus, who was then prefident of Syria, preferved it to them. 
And when the people of Alexandria and of Antioch did alter 
that, at the time that Vefpafian and Titus his fon governed the 
habitable earth, pray that thefe privileges of citizens might be 
taken away, they did not obtain their requeft, In which be- 
haviour any one may difcern the t equity and generofity of the 
Romans, elpecially-of Vefpafian and Titus, who, although they 
bad Leer at a great deal of pains in the war againft the Jews, 
and were exafperated againft them, becaufe they did not deliv- 
er up their weapons to them, but continued the war to the very 
laft, yet did not they take away any of their fore-mentioned 
privileges belonging to.them as citizens, but reftrained their 
anger ;and.overcamethe prayers of the Alexandrians and Antt- 
ochians, who were a very powerlul people, infomuch that they 
did not yield to them, neither out of their favour to thefe peo- 
le, nor out of their old grudge at thofe whofe wicked oppo- 
Tition they had fubdued im the war: Nor would they alter any 


4 The ufe of of] was much greater, and the donatives of it mach more valuable 
in Judea, and the neighbouring countries, than it is amongftus. It was βίο, inthe 
days «f Jofephus, thought unlawful for Jews to make ule of any oil that was pre- 
pared by heathens, perheps om account of fome fuperilitions intermixed with its 
prepantion by thote beathens. When therefore the heathens were to make them a 
donative of oil, they paid them money inftead of it. See, Of the War, B. II.: ch, 
xxi. § 8. vol 11. the Life of Jofephus, § 13. Vol. II. aud Hudfon’s note on the 
place before us. . ' 

. + This, and the like great and juft chara&ters of the juftice and equity, and gene 
erofity of the old Romans, both to the Jews and other conqeered nations, affords 
us avery good reafon why almighty God, upon the reje&tion of the Jews for theit 
wickedness, chofe them for his people, and firft eftablifhed chriftianity in that em= 


pire. Of which mater, fee Joicphus here, § 8. as alia Antiq. B. XIV. ch. x. § a1, 
48. 8. AVI. ch, it. § 4. vol. EH. 
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of the ancient favours granted to the Jews, but faid, that thofe 
who had borne arms againit them, and fought them, had fuf- 
fered punilhment already, and that it was not juit to deprive 
thole that had not offended of the privileges they enjoyed. 

2. We alfo know that Marcus Agrippa was of the like dif- 
pofition towards the Jews : For when the people of Ionia were 
very angry at them, and befought Agrippa; that they, and they 
only might have thofe privileges of citizens which Antiochus, - 
the grandfon οἵ Seleucus (who by the Greeks was called ¢he 
Ged,) had beftowed on them ; and defired, that if the Jews 
were to be joint-partakers with them they might be obliged to 
worthip the gods they themlelves worthipped ; But when thele 
matters were brought to the trial, the Jews prevailed, and ob- 
tained leave to make ufe of their own cuftoms, and this under 
the patronage of Nicolaus of Damaicus ; tor Agrippa gave fen- 
tence, that he could not innovate. And it any one hath a mind 
to know this matter accurately, let him perufe the hundred and 
twenty-third, aud hundred and twenty-fourth book of the lif- 
tory of this Nicolaus. Now, as to this determination of A. 
grippa, itis not fo much to be admired, for at that time our 
nation had not made war againft the Romans, .But one may 
well be aftonithed at the generofity ot Vefpafian and Titus, that 
after fo great wars and contefts which they had from us, they 
fhould ufe fuch moderation,‘ But I will now return to that 
part of my hiftory, whence I made the prefent digreffion, 

3. Now it happened that in the reign of Antiochus the Great, 
who ruled overall Afia, that the Jews, as well as the inhabi- 
tants of Celefyria. iuflered greatly, and their land was forely 
harraffed : For while he was at war with Ptolemy Pailopator, 
and with his fon, who was called Epephanes, it tell out that 
thefe nations were equally fufferers both when he was beaten, 
and when he beat the others: So that they were very liketo a 
fhipin a ftorm, whichis totfed by the waves on both fides ; and 
juft thus were they in their fituatton in the middle between An- 
tiochus’s proiperity, and its change to adverfity. But at 
Jength, when Antiochus bad beaten Prolemy, he feized upon 
Judea: And when Philopator was dead, his fon fent out a 
great army ander Scopas, the general of his forces, againft the 
inhabitants of Celefyria, who took many of their cities, and tr: 
particular our nation; which, when he fell upon them, went 
evertohim., Yet was it not Jong afterward when Antiochus 
overcame Scopas in a battle fought atthe fountains of Jordan, 
and deftroyed a great part of hisarmy. But afterward, when 
Antiochus fubdued. thofe cities of Celefyria which Scopas had 
gotten into his poffeffion, and Samaria with them, the Jews, 
of their own accord, went over to him, and received him into 
the city [ Jerufalem, and gave plentiful provifion to all his 
army, and to his elephants, and readily affiited him when he 
befieged the garrifon which was in the citadel of Jerufalem. 
Wherefore Antiochus thought it but juit to requite the Jews 
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diligence and zeal in his fervice : So he wrote to the generals 
of Lis armies, andto his friends, and gave teftimony to the 
good behaviour of the Jewg towards him, and informed them 
what rewards he had retolved to beftow on them for that their 
behaviour. I will fet down prefently the epiftles themfelves, 
which he wrote tothe generals concerning them, but will firft 
produce the teftimony of Polybiys of Megalopolis ; for thus 
aloes he fpeak, inthe fixteenth book of his hiftory : ‘*‘ Now 
Scopas, the general of Ptolemy's army, went in hafte to the 
{uperior parts of the country, and in the winter time overthew 
the nation of the Jews. He alfo faith, in the fame book, that 
when Scopas was conquered by Antiochus, Antiochus receiv- 
ed Batanea and Samaria, and Abila and Gadara ; and that,a 
while afterwards, there came in to him thole pews that inhabit- 
ed near that temple which was called Jerufalem : Concerning 
which,. although I have more to fay, and particularly concern- 
ing the prefence of God about that temple, yet dol put off 
hat hiftory till another oppoiatunity.” Thisit is which Poly- 
ius relates. But we will return to the fertes of the hiftory, 
when we have firft produced the epiftles ot king Antiochus. 


‘* King Antiochus to Pralemy, fendeth greeting : 


** Since the Jews, upon our firft entrance on their country, 
demonttrated their friendthip towards us ; and when we'came 
to their city | Jerufalem, | received us ina {plendid manner, 
and came to meet us with their fenate, and gave abundance of 
provifions to our foldiers, and to the elephants, and joined 
with us in ejecting the garrifon of the Egyptians that were in 
the citadel, wehave thought fitto reward them and to retrieve 
the condition of their city, which hath been greatly depopula- 
ted by fuch accidents as have befallen its inhabitants, and to 
bring thofe that have been fcattered abroad back to the city. 
And, in the firft place, we have determined, on account οἵ 
their piety towards God, to beftow on them as a penfion, for 
their facrificeg of animals that are fit for facrifice, tor wine and 
oil, and frankincenfe, the value of twenty thoufand pieces of 
filver, and | fix | facred artabra of fine flour, with one thou- 
fand four hundred and fixty medimni of wheat, and three hun- 
dred and feventy-five medimni of ‘falt. And thefe pay ments 
1 would have fully paid them, as 1 have fent ordersto you. 1 
would alfo have the work about the temple finifhed, and the 
cloifters, and if there be any thing elfe that ought to be rebuilt. 
And for the materials of wood, let it be brought them out of 
Judea itfelf, and out ofthe other countries, and out of Libanus 
tax free : And the fame I would have obferved as to thofe oth- 
er materials which will be neceffary, in order to render the 
temple more glorious And let al] of that nation live accord- 
ing to the laws of their own country : And let the fenate and 
the priefts, and the {cribes of the temple, and the facred fing- 
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ers, be difcharged from poll-money and the crown tax, and 
other taxes alfo. And that the city may the fooner recover 
its inhabitants, I grant adifcharge from taxes for three years 
to its prefent inhabitants ; and to fuch as fhall come to it, until 
the month Hyperbereteus. Wealfodifcharge them for thefu- 
ture from a third part of their taxes, that the loffes they have 
fuftained may be repaired. And all thofe citizens that have 
been carried away, and are become flaves, we grant them and 
their children their freedom: and give order that their fub- 
flance be reftored to them.” | 

4. And thefe were the contents of this epiftle. He alfo pub. 
lifhed a decree, through all his kingdom, in honour of the tem- 
ple, which contained what follows : “ It fhall be lawful for no 
oreigner to Come within the limits of the temple round about ; 
which thing is forbidden alfo to the Jews, unlefs to thofe who, 
according to their own cuftom have purified themfelves. Nor 
let any flefh of horfes, or of mules, or of affes, be brought into 
the city, whether they be wild, or tame; nor that of leopards, 
or foxes, or hares; and, in general, that of any animal which is 
forbidden tor the Jews to eat. Nor let their fkins be brought 
into it; nor let any fuch animal be bred up in the city. Let 
them only be permitted to ufe the faerifices derived from their 
fore-tathers, with which they have been obliged to make ac- 
ceptable atonements to God,. And he that tianfgrefleth any 
ot thefe orders, let him pay to the priefis three thoufand 
drachmz οἱ filver.” Moreover this Antiochus bare teftimo- 
ny to our piety and fidelity, in an epiftle of his, written when 
he was intormed of ἃ fedition in Phrygia and Lydia, at which 
time he was in the fuperior provinces, wherein he command- 
ed Zeuxis, the general of his forces, and his moft intimate 
friend, to fend fome of our nation outof Babylon into Phry- 
gia. The epiftle was this : 


‘“¢ King Antiochus to Zeuxis his father, fendeth greeting. 


*“ If you are in health, it is well. I alfo am in health. Hav. 
ing been informed. that ἃ fedition is arifen in Lydia and Phry- 
gia, 1 thought that matter required great care: And upon ad- 
vifing with my friends what was fit to be done, it hath been 
thought proper to remove two thoufand familics of Jews, with 
their effetts, out of Mefopotamia and Babylon, unto the caf- 
tles and places that lie moft convenient ; for I am_perfuaded 
that they will be well difpofed guardians of our poffeffions, 
becaufe of their piety towards God, and becaufe t know that 
my predeceflors have born witnefs to them, that they are faith. 
ful, and, with alacrity, do what they are defired todo. I will, 
therefore, though it be a laborious work, that thou remove 
thefe Jews ; under a promile, that they fhalt be permitted to 
ule their own laws. And when thou thalt have brought them 
to the places fore-mentioned, thou fhalt give every one of their 
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- families a place for building their houfes, and a portion of 
land for their hufbandry, and tor the plantation of their vines ; 
and thou fhalt dif{charge them from paying taxes ot the fruits 
of the earth for ten years ; and Jet them have a proper quan- 
tity ot wheat for the maintenance of their fervants, until they 
receive bread-corn out of the earth: Alfo let afufficient fhare 
be given to fuch as minifter to them in the neceffaries of life, 
that by enjoying the effefls of our humanity, they may fhew 
themfelves the more willing and ready about our affairs. Take 
care likewife of that nation, as far as thou art able, that they 
may not have any difturbance given them by any one.” Now 
thefe teftimonials which J have produced, are fulficient to de- 
clare the friendthip that Antiochus the Great bace to the Jews. 


CHAP. IV, 


How Antiochus made a league with Ptolemy ; andhow Onias 
provoked Ptolemy Euergetes to anger ; and how Fofeph brousht 
all things right again, and entered into friendfhip with him; 
and what other things were done by Fofeph, and his fon Hyr- 


CAaNUS. 


41. A FIER this Antiochus made a friendfhip and a league 
with Ptolemy ; and gave him his daughter Cleopatra 
to wife, and yielded up to him Celefyria, and Samaria. and 
Judea, and Phenicia, by way of dowry. And upon the divif- 
10n of the taxes between the two kings, all the principal men 
framed the taxes of their several countries and collecting the 
fum that was fettled for them, paid the fame to the [two] kings, 
Now at this time the Samaritans were in a flourifhing condi- 
tion, and much diftreffed the Jews, cutting off parts of their 
Jand, and carrying off flaves. This happened when Onias 
was high-prieft ; tor atter Eleazar’s death, his uncle Manaffeh 
took the priefthood, and a!ter he had ended his life, Onias_re- 
ceived that dignity. He was the fon of Simon, who was cal- 
led the Ζω : which Simon was the brother of Eleazer, as J 
faid betore, This Onias was one of a little foul, and a great 
Jover of money; and for that reafon, becaufe he did not pay 
that tax of twenty talents of filver, which his forefathers paid 
to thefe kings, out of their own eftates, he provaked king Ptol- 
emy Euergetes to anger, who was the father of Philopater, 
Euergetes fent an ambaflador to Jerufalem, and complained 
that Onias did not pay his taxes, and threatened, that if he did 
notreceive them, he would feize upon their land, and {end fol- 
diers to live upon it, When the Jews heard this meffage of 
the king’s, they were confounded: But fo fordidly covetous 
was Onias, that nothing of this nature made him afhamed. 
2. There was now one Jofeph, young in age, but of great 
reputation among the people of Jerufalem, for gravity, pru- 
dence, and juflice., is father's name was Tobias; and his 
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mother was the fifter of Onias the high-prieft, who informed 
him of the coming of the ambaffador; for he was then fojourn- 
ing at a village named * Phicol, witere he was born. Hereup- 
on he came tothe city [Jerufalem, } and reproved Onias tor 
not taking care of the prefervation of his countrymen, but 
bringing the nation into dangers, by not paying this money. 
For which prefervation of them, he told him he hadreceived the 
zuthority over them, and had been made high-prieft : But that, 
in cafe he was fo great a lover of money, as to endure to fee 
hiscountry in danger on that account, and his countrymen 
fuffer the greateft damages, he advifed him to goto the king, 
and petition him to remit either the whole, ora part of the 
fum demanded. Onias’san{wer was this, That he did not care 
for his authority, and that he was ready, if the thing were prac- 
ticable, to lay down his high priefthood ; and that he would 
not go to the king, becaufe he troubled not himfelf at all about 
fuch matters. Jofeph then afked him, H he would not give 
him leave to go ambaffador on behalf of the nation? He re- 
plied, That he would give him leave. Upon which Jofeph 
went up intothe temple ; and called the multitade together, to 
a congregation, and exhorted them not to be difturbed nor af- 
frighted, becaufe of his uncle Onias’s careleffmefs, but defired. 
them to be at reft, and notterrify themfelves with fear about 
it; for he promifed them that he would be their ambaffador to 
the king, and perfuade him that they had done him no wrong. 
And when the multitude heard this, they returned thanks to 
Jofeph. So he went down from the temple, and treated Ptol- 
emy 8 ambaffador in an hofpitable manner. He alfo prefent- 
ed him with rich gifts ; and feafled him magnificently for 
many days, and then fent him to the king before him, and told 
him that he would {oon follow him: For he was now more 
willing to go tothe king, by the encouragement οἱ the ambaf- 
fador, who earneftly perfuaded him to come into Eg pt and. 
promiled him that he would take care that he thoul obtain 
every thing that he defired of Ptolemy, for he was highly 
pleafed with his frank and liberal temper, and with the gravity 
of his deportment. 
3. When Ptolemy's ambaffador was come into Egypt, he 
told ,he king of the thoughtlefs temper of Onias ; and inform~ 
ed him of the goodnels of the difpofition of Jofeph; and that 
he was coming to him, toexcufe the multitude, as not having 
done him any harm, for that he was their patron. In fhort, 
he was fo very large in his-encomiums upon the young man, 
that he difpofed both the king and his wite Cleopatra to havea 
kindnefs for him beforehe came. So poferh fent to his friends 
at Samaria, and borrowed money ot them, anid got ready whae 


* The name of this place, Paico/, is the very fame with unat of the chief captain 
of Abimeciech’s hoft, in the daysof Abraham, Gen. xxi. 22, and might poflibly 

the p ace of that Phicol’s nativity or abede ; for it ferms t> have been in the 
fouth part of Psicttine, as that was. 
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was neceffary for his journey, garments, and cups and beafts 
for burden, which amounted to about twenty rthoufand drachma 
and went to Alexandria. Now it happened, that at this time 
all the principal men and rulers went up out of the cities of 
Syria and Phenicia, to bid for their taxes ; tor every year the 
king fold them tothe men of the greatcft power mm every city. 
So thefe men {aw Joleph journey ing on the way. and laughed 
at him for his poverty.and meannets. But when he came to 
Alexandria and heard that king Piolemy was at Memphis, he 
went up thither to meet with him ; which happened as the 
king was Gitting in his chariot, with his wite and with his friend 
Athenion, who was the very perfon who had been ambaifador 
at Jerufalem, and been entertained by Jofeph. As foon there- 
fore a5 Athenion faw him, he prefently made him knownto the 
king, how good and generous a young man he was. So Prol- 
emy faluted him firft, and defired him to come up into his 
chariot ; and as Jofeph fat there, he began to complain of the 
management of Onias. To whichheanfwered, Forgive him 
on account of his age, for thou canft not certainly be unac- 
quainted with this, that old men and intants have their minds 
exaétly alike ; but thou fhalt have from us, who are young 
men, every thing thou defireft, and fhalt have no caufe to com- 
plain. With this good humour and pleafantry of the young 
man, the king waste delighted, that he began already, as though 
he had Jong experience οἱ him, to have a ftill greater affeQion 
for him, infomuch, that he bade him take his diet in the kings 
palace, and be a gueft at hisowntable every day. But when 
the king was come to Alexandria the principal men of Syria, 
faw: him fitting with the king, and were much offended at it. 

4 And when the day came on which the king was to let the 
taxes.of the cities to farm, and thofe that were the principal 
men of dignity in their feveral countries were to bid for them. 
the fum of the taxes together, of Celefyria and Phenicia, and 

udea, with Samaria [as they were bidden for, | came to eight 
thoufand talents. Hereupon Jofeph accufed the bidders, as 
having agreed together to eftimate the value of the taxes at too 
low ἃ rate ; and he promifed, that he would him/elf give twice 
as much for them: But for thofe who did not pay, he would 
fend the king home their whole fubftance ; for this privilege 
was fold together with the taxes themfelves. The king was 
pleafed to hear that offer ; and becaufe tt augmented his reven- 
ues, he faid, he would confirm the fale ot the taxes to him. 
But then he afked him this queftion, Whether he had any 
fureties that would be bound for the payment of the money ? 
he an{wered very pleafantly, I will give fuch fecurity and 
thofe of perfons good and refponfible, and which you fhall 
have no reafon to diftruft. And when he bid him name them, 
who they were, he replied, I give thee no other perfons, O 
king ffor my furcties than thy felf, and this thy wife; and you 
fhall be fecurity for both parties, So Ptolemy laughed at the 
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propofal, and granted him the farming of the taxes without a- 
ny fureties. This procedure was afore grief to thofe that 
came from the cities into Egy pt, who were utterly ditappoin- 
ted; and they returned every one to their own country with 
fhame. 

5. But Jufeph took with him two thotfand foot foldiers from 
. the king ; forhe defired he might have fome affiftance, in or- 
der to force fuch as were refrattory inthe citiesto pay. And 
borrowing of the king’s friends at Alexandria five hundred 
υἱἱσηῖς, he made hafte back into Syria. And when he was at 
Afkelon. and demanded the taxes of the people of Afkelon, 
they retufed to pay any thing ; and affronted him alfo: Upon 
which he feized upon about twenty of the principal men, and 
flew them, and gathered what they had together, and fent it 
all to the king; and imformed him whathe had done. P*ole- 
my adinired at the prudent conduét of the man, and commen- 
ded him tor what he had done ; and gave him leave to do as 
he pleated. When the Syrians heurd of this, they were afton- 
ilhed; and having befcre them a fad example in the men of 
Afkelon that were flain, they opened their gates, and willing- 
ly admitted lofeph, and paid their taxes. And when the in- 
habitants of Scythopolis attempted to affront him, and would 
not pay him thofe texes which they formerly ufed to pay, 
without difputing about thcm, he flew alfo the principal men 
of that city, and fent their effe€tsto the king. By this means 
he gathered great wealth together, and made vaft gains by this 
farming of the taxes ; and he made ufe of what eftate he had 
thus gotten, in order to fupport bis authority, as thinking it a 
picce of prudence to keep what had been the occafion and 
foundation of his prefent good fortune ; and thishe did by 
the affiftance of what he was already poflefled of, for he pri- 
vately fent many prefents to the king, and to Cleopatra, and 
to their friends, and to all that were powerful about the court, 
and thereby purchafed their goodwill to bimlelt. 

6. This gocd tortune he enjoyed for twenty-two years ; and 
was become the father of feven fons, by one wife : He had alfo 
another fon, whofe name was Hyrcanus, by his brother Soly- 
mius’s daughter, whom he married on the iollowing occafion. 
He once came to Alexandria with his brother, who had along 
with him a daughter already marriageable, in order to give her 
in wedlock to fome of the Jews of chief dignity there. He 
then fupped with the king, and falling tn love with anaétrels, 
that was of great beauty, and came into the room where they 
feafted, he told his brother of it, and cntreated him, becaufe a 
Jew is torbidden by their law to come near toa toreigner, to 
conceal! his offence, and to be kind and fubfervient to him, 
and to give him an opportunity ot fulfilling hisdefires. Upon 
which his brother willingly entertained the propofal of ferving 
him, and adorned his own daughter, and brought her to him 
by ρθε, aud put her into his bed. And Jofeph being dilor- 

OL. . . 
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dered with drink, knew not who fhe was, and fo lay with his 
brother’s daughter ; and this did he many times and loved her 
exceedingly ; ard faid to his brother, that he loved this aétrefs 
fo well, that he fhould runthe hazard of his life [if he muft 
part with her], and yet probably the king would not give hir 
eave [to take her with him]. But his brother bid him be in 
no concern about that matter, and told him, he might enjoy 
her whom he loved without any danger, and might have her 
for his wife : and opened the truih of the matter to him, and 
affured him that he chofe rather to have-hts own daughter a- 
bufed, than to overlook him, and fee him come to [public] 
difgrace. So Jofeph commended him for this his brother! 
love ; and married his daughter ; and by her begat a fon, whole 
name was Hyrcanus, as we faid before. And when this his 
youngelt fon fhewed, at thirteen years old, a mind that was 
both courageous and wife, and was greatly envied by his 
brethren, as being of a genius much above them, and fuch an 
one as they might wellenvy, Joleph had once a mind to know 
which of his fons had the beft difpofition to virtue, and when 
he fent them feverally to thofe tha. had then the beft reputation 
for inftructing youth, the reft of his children, by- reafon of 
their ΠΟΙ and unwillingnels to take pains, returned to him 
foolith and unlearned. Atter them he fent out the voungett, 
Hyrcanus, and gave him three-hundred yoke of oxen, and bid 
him go two davs journey into the wildernefs, and fow the 
land there, and yet kept back privately the yokes of the ox- 
en that coupled them together. When Hyreanus came to the 
place, and found he had no yokes with him, he contemned 
the drivers of the oxen, who advifed him to fend fome to his 

father, to bring them fome yokes; but he. thinking that he 
ought not to lofe his time, while they fhould be fent to brin 
him the yokes, he invented akind of ftratagem, and what fur- 
ted an aye older than his own ; for he flew ten yoke of theox- 
en, and diftributed their flefh among the labourers, and cut 
their hides into feveral pieces, and made htm yokes, and yok- 
ed the oxen together with them; by which means he lowed 
as much land as his tather had appointed him to fow, and re- 
turned to him. And when he was come back, his father was 
mightily pleafed with his fagacity, and commended the fharp- 
nels of his underflanding, and his boldne!s in what he did. 
And he flill loved him the more, as if he were his only genu- 
ine fon, while his brethren were much troubled at it. 

4. But when one told him that Ptolemy had a fon juft born, 
and that all the principal men of Syria, and the other coun- 
tries fubjeft tohim, were to keepa feftival, on account of the 
child’s birth-day, and went away in hafte with great retinues 
to Alexandria, he was himfelf indeed hindered from going by. 
old age, but he made trial of his fons, whethér any of them: 
would be willing to go tothe king. And when the elder fons 
excufed themlelves trom going, and faid, they were not sour- 
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tiers good enough for fuch converfation, and advifed him to 
fend their brother Hyrcanus, he gladly hearkened to that ad- 
vice ; and called Hyrcanus and afked him, whether he would 
goto the king; and whether it was agreeable to him to go or 
not? And upon his promile that he would go, and his faying 
that he fhould not want much money tor his journey, becaute 
he would live moderately ; and that ten thoufand drachme 
would be fufficient, he was pleafed with his fon’s prudence. 
After a little while the fon advifcd his father not to fend his 
prefents tothe king from thence, but to give him a letter to 
his fleward at Alexandria, that he might turnifh him with mon- 
ey, for purchafing what thould be moft excellent and motft pre- 
cious. So hethinking that the expence of ten talents would 
be enough tor prefents to be made th. king ; and commend- 
ing his fon, as giving him good advice, wrote to Arion his 
fleward that managed all hts money matters at Alexandria ; 
which money was not ‘Jefs than ‘three thoufand talents on his 
account, for Jofeph fent the money he received in Syria, to 
Alexandna. And when the day appointed for the payment 
of the taxes to the king came, he wrote to Arion to pay them. 
So when the fon hadaiked his Father fora letter tothis {teward, 
and had received it, he made ha{fteto Alexandria. And when 
he was gone, his brethren wrote to all the king’s frienas, that 
they fhould deftroy him. 

8. But when he was come to Alexandria, he delivered his 
fetter to Arion, who afked him how many talents he would 
have ? (hoping he would afk for no more than tcu, or a little 
more,) he faid he wanted a thoufand talents. At which the 
fteward was angry, and rebuked him, as one that intended to 
live extravagantiy ; and he let him know how his tather had 
gathered togetlicr his eflate by pains-taking, and refifting his 
inclinations, and wifhed him to imitate the example ot his 
father : He aflured him withal, that he would give him but 
ten talents, and that fora prelent to the king allo. The {on 
was Irritated at this. and threw Arion inte priion. But when 
Anion’s wite had informed Cleopatra of this, with her entreaty, 
that fhe would rebuke the child for what he had done, (tor 
Arion was in great efteem with her) Cleopatra intormed the 
king of it. And Ptolemy fent for Hyrcanus, and told him, 
that δ" he wondered when he was fent to him by his tather, 
that he had not yet come into his prefence, but had laid the 
fteward in prifon.” And he gave order, therefore that he 
fhould come to him, and give an account of the reafon of what 
he had done. And they report, that the anfwer he made to 
the king’s meffenger was this : That “ there was a law of his 
that forbad a child that was born, to tafle of the facrifice be- 
fore he had been at the temple and facriticed to God. Accord- 
ing to which way of reafoning he did not himfelt come to him, 
in expeCtation οἱ the prefent he-was to make to him, as to one 
who had been his father’s benefaétor ; and that he had puni‘h- 
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ed the flave for difobeying his commands, for that jt mattered 
not whether a matter was little or great: So that ‘unlefs we 
punith fuch as thefe, thou thylelf mayeft alfo expett to be 
defpifed by thy fubjetts.” Upon hearing this his anfwer, he 
fell a laughing, and wondered at the great fou] οἵ the child. 

. When Arion was apprifed that tuis was the king’s difpo- 
fition, and that he had no way to help himfell, he: gave the 
child a thoufand talents, and was let out of prifon. So after 
three days were over, Hyrcanus came and faluted the King 
and queen. They faw him with plealure, and featled him ia 
an obliging manner, out of the reipect they bare to his father. 
So he came to the merchants privately, and bought an, hun- 
dred boys, that had learning, and were in the flower of their 
ages, each ata talent a piece; as alio he bought an hundred 
maidens, each at the fame price as the other. And when he 
was invited tq teaft with the king among the principal men of 
the country, he fat dawn the lowelt of thetn all, be¢aule he 
was little regarded, as a child in age ftill; and this by thoi¢ 
who placed every one according to their dignity. Now when 
all thofe that fat with him had laid the bones of the {feveral 
parts on an heap betore Hyrcanus, (for they had ‘themfelyes 
taken away the flefh belonging to them,) till the table where 
he fat was filled tull with them ; Trypho, who wag the king’s 
jefter, and was appointed for jokes and laughter at fellivals, 
was now afked by the guefts that fat at the teble [τὸ ex pole 
him to laughter.| So he ftood by the king, and faid, “ Dok 
thou not fee, my Lord, the bones that lie by Hyrcanus ? by 
this fimilitude thou mayelt conjecture that lis father made all 
Syria ag bare as he hath mace thele bones.” Aud the king 
laughing at what Try pho fa:d, and afking of Hyrcanus, * Liow 
he came to have fo many bones betore him ?” he rephed, 
Very rightlully, my lord: For they are dogs that eai the εἰς. 
and the Fontes together, as thefe thy guefts have dune, (look- 
ing in the mean time at thofe guelts,) tor there ts nothing be- 
fore them ; but they are men that eat the flefh ayid call away 
the bones, as 1, who am allo a man, have now done.”” Upon 
which the king admired at his anf{wer, which was fo wilely 
made ; and bid them all meke an acclamation, as ainark of 
their approbation of his jeft, which was truly a facetious one. 
On the next day Hyrcanus went to every one of the king's 
friends, and of the men puwertul at court, and faluted them ; 
but fill enquired ot the fervants what prefent they would 
make the king on his fon’s birth-day ? and when fome faid, 
that they would give twelve talents, and that others of greater 
dignity would every one give according to the quantity of 
their riches, he pretended to every one to be grieved that he 
was not able to bring fo large ἃ prefent, for that he had no 
more than five talents. And when the fervants heard what he 
faid, they told their mafters ; and they rejoiced in the pro'pect 
that Jofeph would be difapproved, and would make the king. 








Chap. 1V.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 20 


angry, by the fmallnefs οἵ his prefent. When the day came, 
ihe others, even thofe that brought the moit, offered the king 
not above twenty talents ; but Hyrcanus gave to every one of 
the hundred boys, and hundred maidens that he had bought, a 
talent a picce, for them to carry, and introduced them, the 
boys to the king, and the maidens to Cleopatra: Every body 
wondered at the unexpetied richneis of the prefents, even the 
king and queen themfelves. He alfo prefented thofe that at- 
tended about the king with gifts to the value of a great num- 
ber ot talents, that he might efcape the danger he was in fron 
them ; for ta thefe it was that Hyrcanus’s brethren had writ- 
tentodeftroy him. Now Ptolemy admired at the young 
man’s magnanimity ; and commanded him to afk what gift he 
pleated. But he defiyed nothing elfe to be done for him by 
the king, than to write to his father and brethren about him. 
So when the king had paid him very great refpeéts, and had 
given him very large gifts,and had written to his father and 
his brethren, and aij his commanders, and officers abuut him, 
lic fent him away. But when his brethren heard that Hyrca- 
nus had received fych favours from the king, and was return- 
ing home with great honour, they went outto meet him, and 
to deflroy him, and that with the privity of their father: For 
he was angry at him for the [large| fum af money that he be- 
itowed tor prefents, and fo had no concern for his preferva- 
tion. However Jofeph concealed the anger he had at his fon, 
out of fear of the king. ‘And when Hyrcanus’s brethren came 
to ight him, he flew many others of thofe that were with them : 
As allo two ot his brethren themfelves, but the reft of them 
e{caped to Jerufalem to their tather. But when Hyrcanus 
came to the city where no bady would receive hun he was 
atraid for himlelf, and retired beyond the river jordan, and 
there abode, but obliging the Barbarians to pay their taxes. 

10 Atgliis time Scleucus, who was called Soter, reigned o- 
ver Afia, being the fon of Antiochus fhe great. And [now 
Hyrcanus’s father Jofeph died. He was a good man and o 
great magnanimity ; and brought the Jews out of a ftate ot 
poverty and meannefs, to one that was more {plendid. He re- 
tained the farm of the taxes of Syria, and Phenicia, and Sa- 
maria, twenty-two years. His uncle alfo, Onias, died [about 
this time, | and left the high priefthood to his fonSimon. And 
when he was dead, Onias his fon fucceeded him in that digni- 
ty. To him it was that Arcus, king οἱ the Lacedemonians, 
fent an embaflage, with an epiitle ; the copy whereof here 

ollows : 


* Areus, king of the Lacedemonians, to Onias, fendeth greeting: 


‘* We have met with a certain writing, whereby we have 
difcovered, that both the Jews and the Lacedemonians are of 
one flock, and are derived from the * kindred of Abraham : 


Φ Whence it comes that thefe Lacedemonians declarcthemfelves hereto be of kin 
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It is but juft therefore, that you, “ who are our brethren, 
fhould fend to us about any of your concerns as you _ pleafe. 
We will allo du the fame thing, and efteem your concerns as 
our own; and will look upon our concerns as 1n common with 
yours. PLemoteles, who brings you this letter, will bring 
our anfwer back tous. This letter is four-iquare ; and the 
eal is an eugie, witha dragon in his claws.” 
is. And thele were the contents of the epiftle which was 
fent from the king of the Lacedemonians. But upon the death 
of Jofeph, the peuple grew feditious, on account of his fons : 
For whereas the e:ders made war againft Hyrcanus, who was 
the youngeft of Jofeph’s fons. the multitude was divided, but 
the.greater part Joined with the elders in this war ; as did Si- 
mon the high-prieft, by reafon he was of kinto them. How- 
ever, Hyrcanus determined not toreturn to Jerufalem any 
more, but feated himfelf beyond Jordan ; and was at perpetual 
war with the Arab,ans, and flew many of them, and took many 
of them captives. He alfo ereéted a ftrong caftle, and built it 
entirely of white ftone to the very root ; and had animals of ἃ 
prodigious magnitude engraven upon it. He allo drew round 
it a greatand deep canal of water. He alfo made caves of ma- 
my turlongs in length by hollowing a rock that was over a- 
ainft him ; and then he made large roums in it, fome for feaft- 
ing, and fome for fleeping, and living in. He introduced alfo 
a vaft quantity of waters which ran along it, and which were 
very delightful and ornamental in the court. But ftill he made 
the entrances at the mouth of the caves fo narrow, that no 
more than one perfon could enter by thein at once: And the 
reafon why he built them after that manner weé a good one ; it 
was for his own prefervation, left he ihould be befieged by his 
brethren, and run the hazard of being caught by them. More- 
over, he built courts of greater magnitude than ordinary, 
which he adorned with vaftiy large gardens. And when he 
had brought the place to this fate, hc named it Tyre. This 
place is between Arabia and Judea, beyond Jordan, not far 
from the country of Hefhbon. And he ruled over thofe parts 


to the Jews, as derived from the fatne anceftor Abraham, I cannot tell, unlefs, as 
Grotius fuppofes, they were derived from the Dores, that came of the Pelaigi. 
Thole are by Herodotus, calied Burfarians ; and perhaps were derived from the 
Syrians and Arabians, the pofterity uf Abrahau: by Keturah. See Antig. B. XVI. 
ch. -x. § ga. Vol. 11. aud Of the War, B. I. ch. xxvi. § 1. Vol, 111. and Grot. on 
1 Maccab. xii. 7. We may farther obferve from the resozmitions of Clement, that 
Eliezer, of Damafcus, the /ervant of Abraham, Gea. xv. 2. and xxiv. was of old by 
fome taken for his fon. So thatif the Laccdemonians were {prung trom him, 
they might thiak themfelves to be of the pofterity of Abraham, as well as the Jews, 
who were {prung from Haac. And perhaps this Eliezer of Damatcus is that very 
Dama{cus, whom Trogus pompeius, as abridged by Juftin, makes the founder of the 
Jewith nation iticlf, though he afterwards blunders, and makes Azelus, Adores, 
Abraham, and Ifrael, kingsof Judea, and fucceffors to this Damaicus. It may 
not beimproper to obferve farther, that Mofes Chorenefis, in his hiftory of the 
Armenians, informs us, that the nation of the Pharthians Was alfo derived Som 
‘Abraham, by Keturah, and her children, 


- 
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for feven years even all the time that Seleucus was king of 
Syria. But when he was dead, his brother Antiochus, who 
was called Epphunes, tookthe kingdom. Ptolemy allo, the 
king of Egypt, died, who was befides called “pzphanes. ile 
left two fons, and both young in age ; the eider of which was 
called Philometor, and the younger Phy/con. As tor Hyrca- 
nus. when he faw that Antiochus had a great army, and teered 
left he fhould be caught by him, and bre.:zh. to punthhment 
for what he had done tothe Arabians, he ended his life, and 
flew himfelf with his own hand ; while antiocaus ieized upon 


all his fubftance. 


CHAP. V. 


How, upon the quarrels of the Fews one againft another about 
the high priefthood, Antiochus made an expesition againft Fe- 
rufalern, took the iy, and pillaged the temple, and diftrefjed 
the Fees: As alfo, how many of the Jews forfook the. laws 
of thar country; and how the Samantans followed tha .cuf- 
toms of the Grecks, and named their temple at Mount Gerriz- 


zim, the temple of Fubiter Hellenius. 


$1. BOUT this time, upon the death of Onias the high 

rieft, they gave the high priefthood to detus's bro- 
ther ; for that fon which Onias. left [or Onias IV.] was yet 
but infant: And, inits proper place, we will inform the rea- 
der of all the circumftances that befel this child. But this.Je- 
fus, who was the brother of Onias, was deprived of the high 
priefthood by the king, who was angry with him, and gave 
it tohis younger brother, whofe name alfo was Onias, for Si- 
mon had thefe three fons, to each of which the priefthood 
came, as we have * already informed the reader. This Jefus 
changed his name to Jafon ; but Onias was called Menelaus. 
Now asthe former high prieft Jefus, rarfeda fedition againit 
Menelaus, who was ordained after him, the multitude were 
divided between them both. And the fons of Tobias took the 


4. - 

* We have hitherto had: but a few οὗ thofe many citations where Jofephus fays, 
that he had ellewhere formerly treated of many things, of which yet his prefent 
books have not afyliable = Our gommentators have hitherto teen able to give no 
tolerable account of these citations, which are far too numerous, and that utualls 
in all bis copies both Greck and Latin, to be fuppaled later interpolations, which 
is almoft ali that has been hitherto faid upon this occafion, What I have to fay 
farther is this, that we have but very few of thele references before, and veryymany 
in and after the hiftory of Antiochus Eviphzres ; and that Jo!ephus's firft book, 


the Hebrew or Chaidee, as well as the Greck hillory of the Jewish War, long fince: 


loft, began with that very hittory, fo that the reterences are moft probably made 
to that edition of the feven books of the War. δὲς feveral other examples, be 
fides thole in the two fections before us, in Antiq. B ΧΕΙ ch. 41. 8.1. 4. vol. 11. 
and ch. iv. §6. 8. chev. § 6.23. ch. viii. & 4 and ch. xiii 4. g and Antiq. B. 
AVL, chit. § 5. vol 1. 
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part of Meticlatis, but the greater part of the peopleaflifted Ja- 
fon; and by that means Menelaus, and the fous of Tobias 
were diftrefled; and retired to Antiochus; and informed him, 
that they were defirous to leave tie laws of their country, and 
the Jewifh way of living according to them, an to tollow the 
king’s laws, and the Grecian way of living: Wheretare they 
defired his permiffion to build them ἃ ὃ Gymnafium at Jerula- 
lem. And when he had given then leave, they alfo hid the 
circnmcifion of their genitals, that even. when they were nak- 
ed, they might appear to be Greeks, Accordingly they left 
offall the cuftoms that belonged to their own country, and im- 
itated the praétices of the other nations. 

2. Now Antiochus, upon the agreeable fituation of the af- 
fairs of his kingdom, relolved to maké an expedition againft 
Egypt, both becaufe he hada defire to gain it, and becaufe 
he contemned the fon of Ptolemy, as now weak, and not yet 
of abilities to manage affairs of fuch confequence ; fou he came 
with great forces to Pelufium, and circumvented Ptolemy 
Philometor by treachery, and feized upon Egypt. He then 
came to the places about Memphis; and when he had taken 
them, he made hafte to Alexandria, in hopes of taking nt by 
fiege, and of fubduing Prolemy, who reigned there. But he 
was driven not only from Alexandria, but out of all Egypt, by 
the declaration of the Romans, who charged him to Jet that 
country alone ; accordingas I have elfewhere formerly de- 
clared. I will now givea particular account of what concerns 
this king, how he fubdued Judea and the temple; for in my 
former work. I mentioned thofe things very briefly, and have 
therfore now thought tt neceflary to go over that hiftory again, 
and that with great accuracy. | 

3. + King Antiochus returning out of Egypt for fear of the 
Romans, made an expedition againit the city Jerufalem ; an 
when he was there, in the hundred forty and third year ot 
the kingdom of the Selucidz, he took the city without fight- 
ing, thofe of his own party opening the gatesto him. And 
when he had gotten poffeflion of Jerufalem, he flew many of 
the oppofite party ; and when he plundered it of a great deal 
of money, he returned to Antioch. 

4. Now it came to pafs, after two years, inthe hundred for. 
ty and fifth year, on the twenty-fifth day of that month, which 


® This word Gymnafiam, properly denotes a place where the exercifes were 

performed naked, which, decan'e it would naturally diftinguish circumciiel] Jews 

rom ugeircumciied Gentiles, thefe Jewish apoftates endeavoured to appear uncit- 
eumciléd, by means of chirurgical operation, hinted at by St. Paul, 2. Cor. vii. 
18. and defcribed by Celfus, B VII. ch, xxv. as Dr Hudfon here informe us, 

+ Hereabout fofephus begins to tollow the firft book of the Maccabe.s, a moft 
excellentand moit authentic hiftory ; and accordingly it is here, with great fidelity 
and exaétne(s, abridged: by him : Between whofe prefent copies th-re icem to be 
fewer variations than in any other facred Hebrew book of the Old Teftament what- 
foever, (for this book alfo was originally written in Hebrew which is very natural, 
becaufe it was written [Ὁ much ocarer to the times of Jolephus than the reft were. 
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is by us called (ἦα εν, and by the Macedonians Apelleus, in 
the hundred and fiity-third olympiad, that the king came up to 
Jerufalem, and, pretending peace, he got poffefion of the 
city by treachery : At which time he fpared not fo much as 
thofe that admitted him into it, on account of the riches that 
lay in the temple ; but, led by his covetous inclination (for he 
faw there was in ita great deal of gold, and many ornaments 
that had been dedicated to it of very great value): and in or- 
der to plunder its wealth, he ventured to break the league he 
had made. Sohe left the temple bare: and took away the 
colden altar [οἱ incenfe,| and table [of fhew-bred,] and the 
altar [ot burnt-offering ;] and did not abftain from even the 
vails, which were made of fine linen and fcarlet. He alfo 
emptied it of its fecret treafures and left nothing at all remain- 
ing ; and by this means σα the Jews into great lamentation, 
for he forbad them to offer-thofe daily facrifices which they uf- 
ed to offer to God, according to the Jaw. And when he had 
pillaged the whole city, fome of the inhabitants he flew, and 
fome he carried captive, together with their wives ahd chil- 
dren, fo that the multitude of thofe captives that were taken 
alive amounted to about ten thoufand. He alfo burnt down 
the fineft buildings ; and when he had overthrown the city 


walls, he built * a citadel in the lower part of the city, for the. 


place was high, aad overlooked the temple, on which account 
he fortified it with high walls and towers, and put into it a gar- 
rifon of Macedonians. However, in that citadel the impious 
and wicked part of the { fewifh] multitude, from whom it 
proved that the citizens fuffered many and fore calamities. 
And when the king had built an idol altar upon God’s altar, he 
flew {wine upon it, and [ὁ offered a facrifice neither according 
to the law, nor the pewilh religious worfhip in that country 
He alfocompelled them to forfake the worfhip which they paid 
their own God, and to adore thofe whom he took to be gods; 
and make them build temples, and raife idol altars in every 
city and village, and offer fwine upon them every day. He 
alfo commanded them not to circumcife their fons, and threat- 
ened to punifh any that fhould be found to have tranigrefled 
- his injun@ion. He alfo appointed overfeers, who thould 
compel them to do what he commanded. | And indeed many 
Jews there were who' complied with the king’s commands, 61- 
ther voluntary, or out of fear of the penalty that was denounc- 


* This Citadel, of which we have (uch frequent mention in the following hiftory, 
both in the Maccabees, and Jofephus, feems to ave ben acalile built on an hilly 
lower than mount Zion, though upon its fkirts, and hizher than mouaot Moriah, 
hut between them both; which hill the enemies of the Jews now got poffeffion of, 
and built on it this citadel, and fortified it, till a good’ while afterwards the Jews 
rezained it, demolifhed it, and levelled the hill itlelf. with the common ground, 
that their enemies might no more fecover it, and might thence overlook the temple 
ittell, and do them {uch mifchief as they had Jong undergone from it, Antiq. B. 
Xlif.eb. vi. § 6, 
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ed: But the beft men, and thofe of the nobleft fouls, did not 
regard him, but did pay a greater refpect tothe cuftoms of 
their country, than concern as to the punifhment which he 
threatened tothe difobedient ; on which account they every 
day underwent great miferies, and bitter torments, for they 
were whipped with rods, and their bodies were torn to pieces, 
and were crucified, while they were ftill alive, and breathed ; 
They alfo ftrangied thofe women and their fons whom they had 
circumcifed, asthe king had appointed, hanging their fons a- 
bout their necks as they were upon the croiles. And if there 
were any facred book or the law found, it, was deflroyed, and 
thofe with whom they were found, miferably perifhed alfo. 
5. When the Samaritans faw the Jews under thefe fufferings, 
they no longer confeffed that they were of their kindred, nor 
thatthe temple on Mount Gerizzim belonged to Almighty God. 
his was according to their nature, as we have already 
fhown. And they now faid, that they were a colony of Medes 
and Perfians : And indeed they were a colony of theirs. So 
they fent ambaffadors to Antiochus, and an epiftle ; whofe 
contents are thefe : ‘* To king Antiochus the god, Epiphanes, 
a memorial from the Sidonians, who live at Sechem. Our 
foretathers, upon certain frequent plagres, and as tollowing a 
certain ancient fuperftition, had a cuflom of obferving that day 
which by the Jews is called the Sabbarb*. And when they had 
eretied a temple atthe mountain called Gerzzz7m, though with- 
out a name, they offered upon it the proper facrifices. Now, 
upon the juft treatment of thefe wicked Vows, thofe that man- 
ge their affairs, fuppofing that we were of kin to them, and 
praéitfed asthey do, make us liable to the fame accufations, 
although we be originally Sidonians, as is evident from the 
public records We therefore befeech thee, our benefa€tor 
and faviour; to give order to Apollonius, the governor of this 
part of the country, and to Nicanor, the procurator of thy af- 
fairs. to give us no difturbance, nor to lay to our charge what 
the Jews are accufed tor, fince we are aliens from their nation, 
and from their cuftoms ; but let our temple, which at prefent 
hath no name at all, be named, The Temple of Fupi- 
ter Hellenius. If this were once done, we fhould be no long- 
er diflurbed, but fhould be more intent on our own occupation 
_with quietnefs, and fo bring in a greater revenue to thee.” 
When the Samaritans had petitioned for this, the king fent 
them back the following anfwer, inan epiftle : “ King Antio- 
chus to Nicanor. The Sidonians, who live at Shechem, have 
fent me the memorial inclofed. When therefore we were ad- 
vifing with our friends about it, the meffengers fent by them 
reprefented to us, that they are no way concerned with accufa- 
tions which belonged to the Jews, but choole to live after the 


* This allegation of the Samaritans is remarkable, that though they were not 
Jews, yet did they, from ancient times, obferve the Sabbath-day, and, as they elf 
where pretend, the Sabbatic year also. Antiq, B. XIJ.ch, vii. § 6. 
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cuftom of the Greeks. Accordingly we declare them free 
from fuch accufations, and order that, agreeable to their peti- 
tion, their temple be named, The Temple of Fuprter Hellenius.” 
He alfo fent the like epiftle to Apollomus, the governor of 
that part of the country, inthe torty-fixth year, and the eigh-. 
teenth day of the month Hecatombeon. 


CHAP. VI. 


How, upon Antiochus's prohibition to the Fews to make ufe of 
the Laws of their Country, Mattathias the fon of Afamoneus; 
alone defpifed thehing and overcame the generals of Anivochus’s 
army: Asolfo canceraing the Death of Mattathias and the juc. 
ceffion of Judas. | ΝΞ 


4 1. OW at this time there was one whofe name was Mat- 
tathias, who dwelt at Modin, the fon of Join, the 
fon of Simeon, the fon of Afamoneus, a prielt of the order of 
Joarib, and a citizen of Jerufalem. He had five fons John, 
who was called Gaddis, and Simon, who was called Matthes, 
and, Judas, who was called Maccabeus,# and Eleazar, who 
was called Auran, and Jonathan who was called dpptus. Now 
this Mattathias lamented to his children the fad {tate of their 
affairs, and the ravage made in the city, and the plundering 
of the temple and the camities the multitude were under ; and 
he told them, that it was better tor them to die for the laws‘of 
their country, than to live fo inglorioufly as they then did. 

2. But when thofe that were appointed by the king were 
come to Modin, that they might compel the Jews to do what 
they were commanded ; and to enjoin thofe that were there to 
offer facrifice, as the king had commanded, they defired that 
Mattathias, a perfon of the greateft chara€ter among them, 
both on other accounts, and particularly on account of fuch 
a numerous and fo delerving a family of children, would” be- 
gin the facrifice, becaufe his fellow citizens would follow his 
example, and becaufe fuch a procedure would make him hon- 
oured by the king. But Mattathias faid, “ he would not do 
it ; and that if all the other nations would obey the commands 
of Antiochus, either out of fear, or to plea‘e him; yet would 
not he nor his fons leave the religious worthip ot their ¢oun- 
try.” But as foon as he had ended his [peech, there cathe one 
ot the Jews into the midft of them, and facrificea; as Antio- 


* That this appellation of Maccahee was not firft of all given to Judes Macca 
beus, nor was derived from any initial letters of the Hebrew words on his dancer, 
Mi Kamoka Be Elim, fehovah ? Who is lke unto thee among the Gols, Ὁ fehivah t 
Exod. xv. 13. a8 the modern Rabbins vainly pretend, Jee Autbent. Ren pert 1 pm 
205,206. Only we may note, by the way, that the original nameuf thele Mace 
cabees, and their pofterity, was Afmonians ; which was derived from <Al:aoneus, 
the great-grand-father of Mattathias, as Jofephus here intorms us. ΕΝ 
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chus had commanded. At which Mattathias had great indig- 
nation, and ran upon him violently, with his fons, who had 
{words with them, and flew both the man himlelf chat facri- 
ficed, and Appelles the king’s general, woo compelled theni 
to facrifice, with a few of his foidiers. He alfo overthrew the 
idol altar, and cried out, *t It, faid he, any one be zealous for 
the laws of his country, and for the worfhip of God, let him 
follow me.”” And when he had faid this, Be made haile inte 
the defart with his fons, and left all his f{ubftance in the village. 
Many others did the fame alfo, and fled with their children 
and wives into the delart, and dwelt into caves. But when the 
king’s generals heard this, they took all the torces they then 
had in the citadel at Jerufalem, and purfued the Jews into 
the defart; and when they had overtaken them, they in the 
firft place endeavoured to perfaude them to repent, and to 
chufe what was moft tortheir advantage, and not put them to 
the neceffity of ufing them according to the law οἵ war, But 
when they would not comply with their perfuafions, but con- 
tinued tu be of a different mind, they tought againit them on 
the Sabbath day, and they burnt them as they were in the 
caves without refiftance, and without fo much as &op- 
ping up the entrances of the caves. And they avoided to de. 

end themfelvyes on that day, becaufe they were not willing ta 
break in upon the honour they owed the δ δ᾽ ath even in fuch 
diftrefles ; for our law requires that we rch ypon that day, 
There were about a thoutand, with their wives and children, 
who were imothered and diedinthele caves; but many of thofe 
that elcaped joined themf{elycs to Mattathias, and appointed 
him to be their ruler, who taught them to fight, even on the 
Sabbath-day ; and told them, that‘ unlefs they would do fo, 
they would become their own enemies, by oblerving the law 
[fo rigoroufly | while their adverfaries would ftill ailault them 
on this day, and they would not then detend themfelves, and 
that nothing could then hinder but they muit all perifh without 
fighting.” This {peech perfuaded them, And this rule cone 
tinues among us to this day, thatif there be a necefliry, we 
may fight on Sabbath-days. So Mattathias got a great army 
about him, and overthrew their idol altars, and flew thofe 
that broke the laws, even al] that he could get under his pow- 
er, tor many of them were difperfed among.the nations round 
about them lor fear of him. He allo cominanded, that thofe 
boys which were not yet circumcifed thould be circumcifed 
now ; and he drove thole away that were appointed to hinder 
fuch their circumcifion, | 

3. But when he had ruled one year, and was fallen intoa 
dillemper, he called tor bis fons, and fet them round about 
him, and faid, “Ὁ my fons, lam going the way of all the 
earth, and I recommend to you my refolution, and befeech 
you not to be negligent in keeping it, but to be mindtul of 
the defires of him who begat you, and brought you up, andta 
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preferve the cuftoms of your country, and to recover your an- 
cient form ef gsvernment, which 1s in danger of being ovér- 
turned, and not to be carried away with thofe that, either by. 
tnear own inclination, or out of neceflity, betray it, but to be- 
come {u.h fons as are worthy of me; to be above all force, 
and neceflity, and fo to difpofe your fouls, as to he ready, 
when it {hall be neceffary, to die for your laws, as fenfible of 
this by jufl reafoning, that if God fee that you are fo dilpofed 
he will not overlook you, but will have a great value for your 
virtue, and will reflore to you.again, what yon have Joft, and 
will return to you that freedom in which you fhall live quietly, 
and enjoy your own cuftoms. Your bodies are mortal and 
fubject te fare, but they reccivea fort of immortality, by the 
remembrance of what actions they have done. And J would 
have you fo in love with this immortality, that you may pur- 
fue alter glory, and that, when you have undergone the great- 
eft difficulties, you may not fcruple, tor fuch things. to lofe 
your lives. I exhort you, elpecially, to agree one with anoth- 
er; and in what excellence any one of you exceeds another, 
to yield to him fo tar, and by that means to reap the advantage 
of every one’s own virtues. Do you then efteem Simon as your 
father, becaufe he is a man of extraordinary prudence, and to 
be governed by him in what counlels he gives you. Take 
Miaccaheus tor the general of your army, becaufe of his cour- 
age and flrength, for he will avenge your nation, and will bring 
vengeance on your enemies, Admit among you the righteous 
and rel:gious, and augment their power.” 

4 hen Matathias had thus difcourfed to his fons, and had 
rayed to God to be their affiftant, and to recover to the peo- 
le their former .conftitution, he died a little afterward, and 

was buned at Modin; all the people making great lamenta- 
tron for him. Whereupon his fon Judas took upon him the 
adminiftration οἵ public affairs, in the hundred foity and fixth 
year ; and this by the ready affiftance of his brethren, and οἱ 
others, Judas cait their enemies out of the country, and put 
thofe of their own country to death who had tranfgrefled its 
Jaws, and purified the land ofall the pollutions that were in it. 


CHAP, VII. 


How Fudas overthrew the Forces af Apollonius and Seron, and 
hilled the Generals of ther Armies themfelves ; and how, 
when, alittle while afterward, Lyfias andGorgias were beat- 
en, he went up to Ferufalem, and purified the Temple. 


§ 1, WHEN Appollonius, the general of the Samaritan 

¥ forces heard this, he took his army, and made hatte _ 
to go againft Judas ; who met him and joined battle with him, 
and beat him, and flew many of his men, andamong them 
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Apollonius himfelf, their general whofe {word being that 
which he happened to wear, he feized upon, and kept to: him- 
felf ; but he ‘wounded more than he flew, and tuok a great 
deal of prey fram the enemies camp, and went his way. But 
when Seren, who was general of the army of Celefyria heard 
that many had joined themfelvesto Judas, and that he had a- 
bout him an army fufficient for fighting, and for making war, 
he determined to make an expedition againft him, as thinking 
it became him to endeavour to punith thofe that tran{greffed 
the king’s injunftions. He then got together an army, as 
Jarge as he was able, and joined to it the runagate and wicke 
Jews, and came againft Judas. Hecame as ter as Bethhoron, 
a village of Judea, and there pitched hiscamp: Upon which 
Judas met him ; and when he intended to give him battle, he 
faw that his foldiers were backward to fight, becaufe their 
number was {mail, and becaufe they wanted food, tor they 
were fafling, he encouraged them, and faid to them, that 
** viGtory and conqueft of enemies is not derived from the mul- 
titude in armies, but in the exercife of piety towards God; 
and that they had the plaineft inflances in their toretathers, 
who by their righteoufnels, and exerting themfelves on behaif 
of their own laws, and their own children, had frequently con- 
quered many ten thoufands, tor. innocence is the ftrongeit cr- 
my. By this fpeech he induced his men to contemn the 
multitude of the enemy, 8:4 τὸ fall upon Seron. And upon 
joining battle with him, he beat the Syrians ; and when their 
general fell among thereft, they all ran away with f{peed, as 
thinking that to be their beft way of efcaping. Sohe purfued 
them unto the plain, and flew about eight hundred of the ene- 
my, but the reit efcaped to the region that lay near the fea, 
‘ 2. When king Antiochus heard of thele things, he was very 
angry at what had happened ; {uv he got together all his own 
army with many mercenaries whom he had hired trom the ifl- 
ands, and took them with him, and prepared to break into Ju- 
dea, about the beginning of the {pring. But when upon his 
muftering his foldiers, he perceived that his treafures were de- 
ficient, and there was a want of inoney inthem, tor all the tax- 
es were not paid, by reafon of the feditions there had been a- 
mong the nations, he having been fo magnanimous and to 
liberal, that what he had was not [uificient tor him, he there- 
fore,refolved firft to go into Perfia. and collett the taxes of 
that country. Hereupon he lett one whofe name was Ly fias, 
who was in great repute with ‘him, governor of the kingdom, 
as far as the bounds of Egypt, and ot the lower Afia,and reach- 
ing from the river Euphrates, and committed to him a certain 
part of his forces, and of his elephants, and charged him to 
ring up his fon Antiochus with all poffible care, untul he came 
back ; and that he (hould conquer Judea, and take its inhabit- 
ants for flaves, and utterly deftroy Jerufalem and abolifh the 


whole -nation. And when king Antiochus had given thele 
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things in charge to Lyfias, he went.into Perfia: and in the 
hundred and forty-feventh year he paffed over Euphrates, and 
went up to the fuperior provinces. 

3: Upon this Lyfias chofe Ptolemy the fon οἱ Dorymenes, 
and Nicanor, and Georgias, very potent men among the king’s 
friends, and delivered to them torty thoufand toot foldiers, 
and feven thouland horfemen, and fent them againft Judea, 
who came as far as the city Emmaus, and pitched their camp 
in the plain country. There came alfo to themauxiliaries out 
of Syria, and the country round about ; as alfo many of the 
runagate Jews. ,And befides thefe came fome merchants to 
buy thofe that fhould be carried captives, (having bonds with 
them to bind thofe. that fhould be made prifoners,) with that 
filver and gold which they were to pay for their price. And 
when Judas {aw their camp, and how numerous their enemies 
were, he perfuaded his own foldiers to be of good courage + 
and exhorted them to place their hopes of vilory in God, and 
to make fupplication to him, according to the cuftom of their 
country clothed in fackcloth ; and te fhew what was their ufu- 
al habit of fupplication in the greateft dangers, and thereby to 
prevail with God to grant you the vi€tory over your enemies. 
So he fet them in their ancient order of battle ufed by their 
forefathers, under therr captains of thoufands, and other offi. 
cers; and difmiflfed {uch as were newly married, as well as 
thofe that had newly gained poffeffioas, that they might not 
fight in a cowardly manner, out of an inordinate love of life, in 
order to enjoy thofe bleffings. When he had thus difpofed his 
foldiers, he encouraged them to fight by the following {peech, 
which he made tothem: “ O my fellow foldiers, no other time 
remains more opportune than the prefent for courage, and con- 
tempt of dangers; for if you now fight manfully you may re- 
cover your liberty, which, as it is a thing of itfelf agreeable 
to all men, fo it proves to be to us much more defirable, by its 
affording us the liberty of worfhipping God. Sincetherefore 
you are in fuch circumftances at prefent, that you muft either 
recover that liberty, and fo regain an happy and blefled way 
ef living. whichisthat according to our laws, and thecuftoms 
of our countrv, or to fubmit to the moft opprobricus fuffer- 
ings ; nor will any feed of your nation remain if you be beat 
inthis battle. Fight therefore manfully ; and fuppofe that you 
muft die though voudonot fight. But believe, that befides 
fuch glorious rewards as thofe of the liberty of your country, 
ef your laws, of your religion, you fhallthen obtain everlafting 
glory. Prepare yourfelves therefore, and put yourfelves into 
fuch an agreeable pofture, that you may be ready to fight 
with the enemy as foon as it is day to-morrow morning.” 

4. And this wasthe fpeech which Judas made to encourage 
them. But when the enemy fent Georgias, with five thoufand 
foot, and one thoufand horfe, that he might fall upon Judas by 
might, and had for that purpofe certain of the runagate Jews as 
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guides, the fon of Mutrathias perceived it, and refolved to tall 
upon thofe enemies that were in their camp, now their forces 
were divided. When they had therefore {upped in good time, 
and had left many fires in their camp he marched ail n‘ght to 
thofe enemies that were at Emmaus : So that when Georgias 
found no enemy in their camp, but fu'pefte1 that they were 
retired, and had hidden themifelves among the mountains, he 
refolved to go and feek them vhcrefvever they were. But 
about,!sreak οἱ day, Judas appeared to thofe enemies that were 
at Exnmaus, with only three thoufand men, and thofe ill arm- 
ed, by reafon of their poverty, and when he faw the enemy 
very well and fkilfully fortified in their camp, he encouraged 
the Jews, and toldthem, “ that they oug't to fight, though 
It were with their naked bodies, forth-t God had fometimes 
of old given fuch men ftrength, and that againft fuch as were 
more in number, and were armed alfo, out of regard to their 
great courage.” So he commanded the trumpeters to found 
or the battle: And by thus talling upon the enemies when 
they did not expett it, and thereby aftonifhing and diftarbing 
their minds, he flew many of thofe that refifted him, and went 
on purfuing the reft as far as Gadara, and the plains ef Idu- 
mea, and Athdod, and Jamnia; and of thefe there fell about 
three thoufand. Yet did Judas exhort his foldiers not to be too 
defirous of the fpoils, for that ftill they muft have a conteft and 
a battle with Gorgias, and the forces thaf were with mm; but 
that when they had once overcome them, then they might fe- 
curely plunder the camp becaufe they were the only enemies 
remaining, and they expetted no others. And juft as he was 
{peaking to his foldiers, Gorgias’s men looked down into that 
army, which they lelt in their camp, and faw that it was over- 
thrown, and the camp burnt, forthe fmoke that arofe from it 
fhewed them. even when they werea great.way off, what had 
happened. When therefore thofe that were with Gorgias un- 
der that things were in this pofture and perceived that 
thofe that were with Judas were ready to fight them, they al- 
fo were affrighted and put to flight; but then Judas, as though 
he had already beaten Gorgias’s foldiers without fighting, re- 
turned and fetzed on the fpoils. He took a great quantity of 
gold and filver and purple, aud blue, and then returned home 
with joy and finging hymns to God for their good fuccefs, 
for this victory greatly contributed to the recovery of their 
liberty. 

5. Hereupon Ly fias was confounded at the defeat of the ar- 
my which he had {ent, and the next year he got together fixty 
thoufand chofen men. He alfo took five thoufand horfemen, 
and fell upon Judea; and he went up to the ἢ}}} country οὔ 
Bethfur, a village οἵ Judea, and pitched his camp there, where 
Judas met bim with ten thoufand men ; and when he faw the 
great number οἱ his enemies, he prayed to God, that he would 
aflift him, and joined battle with the firft of the enemy that 
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appeared, and beat them, and flew about five thoufand of them, 
and thereby became terrible to the reft of them. Nay indeed, 
Ly fius obferving the great fpirit of the Jews, how they were 
prepared to die rather than lofe their liberty, and being afraid 
of their defperate way of fighting, as if it were real ftrength, 
he took the reft of the army back with him, and returned to 
Antioch, where he lifted toreigners into the fervice, and pre- 
pared to fall upon Judea with a greater army. 

6. Whien therefore the generals of Antiochus’s armies had 
been beaten {o often, Judas affembled the people together, and 
told them, That “ alter thefe many vitories which God had 
given them, they ought to go up to Jerufalem, and purify the 
temple, and offer the appointed facrifices.” But as foon as 
he, with the whole multitude, was come to Jerufalem, and 
found the temple delferted, and its gates burnt down, and plants 

rowing in the temple, of their own accord, on account of its 
Sefertion, he and thofe that were with him began to lament, 
and were quite confounded at the fight of the temple; fohe ᾿ 
chofe out fome of his foldiers, and-gave them order to fight ἃ- 
gaint thofe guards that were in the citadel, until he fhould 
have purified the temple. When therefore he had carefully 
purged it, and had brought in new veffels, the candleftick, the 
table [of fhew-bread.] and the alter [of incenfe,}] which were 
rpade of gold, he hung up the vials at the gates, and added 
doors tothem. He alfo tock down the altar [οἱ burnt-offer- 
ing, | and built a new one of ftones that he gathered together, 
and not of fuch as were hewn with iron tools. So on the five 
and twentieth day of the month Cafleu, which the Macedoni- 
ans call Apelleus,they lighted the lamps that were on the can- 
dleitick, and offered incenfe upon the altar [ of incenfe, ἢ and 
laid the loaves upon the table [of fhew-bread,] and offered 
burnt-offerings upon the new altar [of burnt-offering.] Now 
it fo fell out, that thefe things were done on the very fame day 
on which their divine worihip had fallen off, and was reduced 
to a profane and common ule, alter three years time ; for fo 
it was, that the temple was made defolate by Antiochus, and 
fo continued tor three years. This defolation happened to 
the temple in the hundred forty and fitth year, on the twenty- 
filth day οἵ the month Apelleus, and on the hundred fifty and 
third olympiad : But it was dedicated a-new, on the fame day, 
the twenty-fifth of the month Apelleus, on the hundred and 
forty -eighth year, and on the hundred and fifty-fourth oly m- 
piad. And this defolation came to pals according to the 
prophecy ot Daniel, which was given tour hundred and eight 
years before; fur he declared, that the Macedonians would 
diffolve that worfhip [for fome time. 

7. Now Judas cclevrated the feftival of the reftoration of 
the facr:fices of the temple for eight days ; and omitted no fort 
of pleafures thercon : But he feafted them upon very rich and 
{plendid facrifices ; and he honoured God, and delighted 
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them, by hymns and pfalms. Nay, they were fo very glad at 
the revival of their cuftoms, when, after ἃ long time οἱ inter- 
miflion, they unexpettedly had regained the freedom of their 
worthip, that they made it a law for their pofterity, that they 
fhould keep a feftival on account of the reftoration of their 
temple worfhip, for eight days. And from that time to this 
we celebrate this feftival, and call it Lights. | fuppofe the 
reafon was this, becaufe this liberty beyond our hopes appear- 
ed to us ; and that thence was the name given to that feftival. 
Judas alfo rebuilt the walls round about the city >and reared 
towers of great height againft the incurfions of enemies ; and 
fet guards therein. He alfo fortified the city Bethfura, that it 
might ferve as a citadel againft any diftrefles that might come 
from our enemies. 


CHAP. VII 


How Fudas fubdued the Nation round about ; and how Simon 
beat the People of Tyre and Ptolemais : And how Judas over- 
came Iimotheus, and forced himto fly away, and did many 
other things, after Fofephand Azarias had been beaten, 


ᾧ 1, \ X ] HEN thefe things were over, the nations round a- 

bout the Jews were-very uneafy at the revival of 
their power, and rofe up together, and deftroyed many of 
them, as gaining advantage over them by laying {nares for 
them, and making fecret confpiracies againit them. Judas 
made perpetual expeditions againft thefe men, and endeavour- 
ed to reftrain them from thofle incurfions, and to prevent the 
mifchiefs they did tothe Jews. So he fell upon the Idu- 
means, the pofterity of Efau, at Acrabaitene, and flew a great 
many of them, and took their fpoils. He alfo fhut up the fons 
of Bean, that laid wait for the Jews . and he fat down about 
them, and befieged them, and burnt their towers, and deftroy- 
ed the men [that were in them.] After this he went thence 
in hafte againft the Ammonites, who had a great and a numer- 
‘ous army ; of which Timotheus was the commander. And 
when he had fubdued them, he feized on the city Jazer, and 
took their wives and their children captives, and burnt the ci- 
ty, and then returned into Judea. But when the neighbour- 
ing nations underftood that he was returned, they got togeth- 
erin great numbers, in the land of Gilead, and came againit 
thofe Jews that were at their borders, who then fled to the 
were garrifon of Dametha ; and fent to Judas to inform him that 
Timotheus was endeavouring to take the place whither they 
fled. And as thefe epiftles were reading, there came other 
meffengers out of Galilee, who informed him that the inhab- 
itants of Ptolemais, and of Tyre and Sidon, and ftrangers of 
Galilee, were gotten together. 
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2. Accordingly Judas, upon confidering what was fit to he 
done, with relation to the neceffity both thefe cafes required, 
ave order that Simon his brother fhould take three thou. 
and chofen men, and go to the affiftance of the Jews in Gali- 
Jee, while he and another of his brothers. Jonathan, made hafte 
into the land of Gilead, with eight thoufand foldiers. And he 
heft Jofeph, the fon of Zacharias, and Azarias, to be over the 
κεῖ of the forces ; and charged them to keep !udea very care- 
fully, and to fight no battles with any perfons whomfoever 
unti] his return. Accordingly Simon went into Galilee, and 
fought the enemy, and put them to flight, and purfued them 
to the very gates of Ptolemais, and flew about three thoufand 
of them ; and took the {poils of thofe that were flain, and 
thofe Jews whom they had made captives, with their baggage ; 
and then returned home. . 

3. Now as for Judas Maccabeus, and his brother Jonathan, 
they paffed over the river Jordan ; and when they had gone 
three days journey, they light upon the Nabateans, who came 
to meet them peaceably, and who told them how the affairs of 
thofe in the land of Gilead ftood ; and how many of them 
were in diftrefs, and driven into garrilons, and into the cities 
of Galilee : And exhorted him to make hafte to goagainft the 
foreigners, and to endeavour to fave his owg countrymen out 
of their hands. To this exhortation Judas hearkened, and 
returned into the wildernefs ; and in the firft place fell upon 
the inhabitants of Bofor, and took the city, and beat the in- 
habitants. and deftroyed all the males, and all that were able to 
fight, and burnt the city. Nor did he ftop even when night 
camé on, but he journeyed in it to the garrifon where the Jews 
happened to be then fhut up, and where Timotheus lay round 
the place with his army : And Judas came upon the city in 
the morning ; and when he found that the enemy were make 
ing an affault upon the walls, and that fome οἵ them brouglit 
ladders, on which they might get upon thole walls, and that 

thers brought engines [to batter them, | he bid the trumpeter 
δὰ found his trumpet, and he encouraged his foldiers cheer-~ 
fully to undergo dangers for the fake of their brethren and 
kindred ; he alfo parted his army into three bodies, and {cll 
upon the backs of their enemies. But when Timotheus’s men 
perceived that it was Maccabeus that was upon them, of both 
whofe courage and good fuccefs in war they had formerly had 
fufhicient experience, they were put to flight ; but Judas fol- 
lowed them with his army, and flew about eight thoufand of 
them. He then turned afide to a city of the toreigners called 
Malle, and took it, and flew all the males, and burnt the city 
itfelf. He then removed from thence, and overthrew Cafpe- 
om and Bofor, and many other cities of the land ot Gilead. 

4. But not long after this Timotheus prepared a great army, 
and took many others as auxiliaries ; and induced iome of the 
Arabians, by the promife of rewards, to go with him in this 
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expedition, and came with his army beyond the brook, over 
againft the city Raphon: And he encouraged his foldiers, if 
it came to a battle with the Jews, to fight courageoufly, and 
to hinder their pafling over the brook ; tor he faid to them be- 
fore hand, That ‘‘ it they come over it, we fhall be beaten.” 
find when Judas heard that Timotheus prepared himfelf to 
fight, he took all his own army, and went in hafte againft Ti- 
motheus his enemy ; and when he had paffed over the brook, 
he fell upan his enemies and fome of them met him, whom 
he flew, and others of them he fo terrified, that he compelled 
them to throw down their arms, and fly ; and fome οἱ them 
efcaped, but fome of them fled to what was called the temple 
at Carnaim, and hoped thereby to preferve themfelves ; but 
Judas took the city, and flew them, and burnt the temple, and 
o ufed feveral ways of deftroying his enemies. 

5. When he had done this, he gathered the Jews together, 
with their children, and wives, and the fub({tance that belong- 
ed to them, and was going to bring them back into Judea; 
But as foon as he was come to a certain city, whole name was 
Ephron, that lay upon the road (and asit was not poflible tor 
him to go any other way, fo he was not willing to go back a- 
gain), he then fent to the inhabitants, and delired that they 
would open their gates and permit them to goon their way 
through the city, tor they had flopped up the gates with floncs, 
and cut off their paffage through it. And when the inhabitants 
of Ephron would not agree to this propofal, he encouraged 
thofe that were with him, and encompaffed the city round, 
and befieged it, and lying round it by day and by ight, took 
the city, and flew every male in it, and burnt it all down, and 
fo obtained a way through it ; and the multitude of thofe that 
were flain was fo great that they went over the dead bodies. Sa 
they came over Jordan, and arrived at the great plain, over, 
againft which is fituate the city Bethfban, which 1s called by 
the Greeks * Srythopois. And going away haflily trom 
thence, they came into Judea, finging pfalms and hymns as 
they went, and indulging fuch tokens of mirth as are ufual in 
triumphs upon vittory. They alfo offered thank-oflerings, 
both for their good fuccefs, and forthe prefervation of their 
army, for + not one of the Jews was flain in thefe battles. 

6. But as to Jofeph, the fon of Zacharias, and Azarias, 
whom Judas lelt generals [of the reft of the forces] at the 


* The reafon why Bethfhan was called Scythopolis, is weil known from Hero- 
dotus, B. I. p. 105. and Syncellus, p. 214. that the Scythians, when they overran 
‘Afia, in the days of Jofiah, feized on this city, and kept it as long as they continu- 
ed in Afia, from which time it retained the name of Scythutolis, or the city of the 
Scythtans. ΄ 

ἡ This moft providential prefervation of all the religious Jews in this expedi- 
tion, which was according to the will of God, is obfervable often among God's 
people the Jews ; and fomewhat very like it in the changes of the four monarchs, 
which were alfo providential, δος Pridcaux at the vears 331, 333) ard 234: 
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fame time when in Galilee, fighting ‘againft the pcople of 
Prolemais, and Judas himfelf, and bis brother Jonathan, were 
in the Jand of Gilead, did thefe men alfo affett the glory of 
being courageous generals in war in order whereto they took 
the army that was under their command, and came tu Jamnia. 
There Gorgias, the geneal of the torces of Jamnia, met them ; 
and upon joining battle with him, they loft * two thoufand of 
their army, and Fed away, and were purfued to the very bor- 
ders of Judea, And this misfortune betel them by their difo- 
bedience to what injunéiions Judas had given them, ‘* Not to 
fight with any onebefore his return.” For befides the reft of 
Judas’s fagacious counfels, one may well wonder at this con- 
cerning the mistortune that befel the forces commanded ὃ 
Jofeph and Azarias, which he underftood woufd happen, if 
they broke any of the injunttions he had given them. But 

das, and his brethren, did not leave off fighting with the 

dumeans but prefled upon them on all fides, and took from 
them the city of Hebron, and demolifhed all its fortifications, 
and fet all its towers on fire, and burnt the country οἱ the for- 
eigners, and the city Marifla. They came alfo to Athdod, 
andtook it, and laid it wafte, and took away a great deal of 
the {poils and prey that were in it, and returned to Judea, 


CHAP. IX, 


Concerning the Death of Antiochus Epiphanes. How Antiochus 
Eupator foughtagainft fJudas, and befteged himin the Temple, 
and afterwards made Peace with kim, and departed. Uf Al- 
cimus and Onias. 


41. BOUT this time it was that king Antiochus, as he 
was going over the upper countries, heard, that 
there was a very rich city in Perfia, called Elymais ; and 
therein a very rich temple of Diana,and thatit was full of all 
forts of donations dedicated to it ; as alfo weapons and breaft- 
plates, which, upon inquiry, he found had been lett there by 
Alexander, the fon of Philip, king of Macedonia. And be- 
ing incited by thefe motives, he went in hafte to Ely mais, and 
aflaulted it, and beficged it. But as thofe that were in it were 
not terrified at his aflault, nor at his fiege, but oppofed him 
very courageoufly, he was beaten off his hopes; for the 
rove him away from the city, and went out and purfued at- 
ter him, infomuch that he fled away as far as Babylon, and 
off a great many of his army. And when he was grieving 


* Here is another great inftance of providence, that when, even at the very time 
that Simon and Judas, and Jonathan, were {fo miraculoufly prelerved, and bieffed, 
in the juft defence of their laws and religion, thefe other penerals of the Jews who 
went to fight for honour, in a vain-glorious way, and without any commissica 
from God, or the family he had raifed up to deliver them, were miferably difap~ 
pointed and defeated. See 1 Maccab. v, 61, 6x. 


a 
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for this difappotntment, fome perfons told him of the defeat 
of his commanders whom he had left behind him to fight a- 

ainft Judea, and what ftrength the Jews had already gotten : 
When this concern about the!e affairs was added to the for- 
mer, he was confounded, and by the anxiety he was in fell 
into a diftemper, which, asit lafted a great while and as his 
pains increafed upon him, fo he at length perceived he thould 
die ina little time; fo he called his friends to him, and told 
them, that his diftemper was fevere upon him ; and conteffed 
withal, that this calamity was fent upon him for the miferies 
he had brought upon the Jewifh nation, while he plundered 
theirtemple, and contemned their God ; and when he had 
faid this, he gaveup the ghoft. Whence one may wonder at 
Polybius οἱ Megalopolis, who, though otherwife a good man, 
yet faith, That ‘* Antiochus died becaufe he had a purpofe to 
plunder the temple of Diana in Perfia;” for the * purpofing 
to doathing, but not aftually doing it, is not worthy of pun- 
ifhment. But if Polybius could think, that Antiochus thus 
Joft his life on that account of his facrilegious plundering of 
the temple at Jerufalem. But we will not contend about this 
matter with thafe who may think that the caufe affigned Ὁ 
this Polybius of Megalopolis is nearer the truth than that at. 
figned by us. 

#2. However, Antiochus, before he died, called tor Philip, 
who was one of his companions, and made him the guardian 
of his kingdom ; and gave him his diadem, and his garment, 
and his ring, and charged him to carry them, and deliver them 
to his fon Antiochus ; and defired him to take care of his ed- 
ucation, and to preferve the kingdom tor him t. This Anti- 
ochus died in the hundred forty and ninth year: But it was 
Lyfias that declared his death to the multitude, and appointed 
his fon Antiochus to be king, (of whom at prefent he had 
the care,) and called him Eupator. 

3. At this time it was that the garrifon in the citadel at Jer- 
ufalem with the Jewifh runagates, did a great deal of harm to 
the Jews: For the foldiers that were in that garrifon rufhed out 
upon the fudden, and deftroyed fuch as were going up to the 
temple in order to offer their facrifices, for this citadel adjoin- 
ed to, and overlooked the temple. When thefe misfortunes 
had often happened to them Judas refolved to deftroy that 


* Since St. Paul, a pharifee, confeffes, that he had not Anows concupifence or de- 
fires to be finful, had not the tenth commandment faid, Thor fhalt not covet, Rom, 
vil. 7. the cafe feems to have been much the fame with Our Jotephus, who was of 
the fame feét, that he had not a deen fenie of the greatnefs of any fins that proceed- 
ed no farther than the intention However, fince Jofephus (peaks here properly of 
the punifhment of death, which is not infli€ted by any law either of God or man 
for the bare intention, his words need not be ftrained to mean, that fins intended, 
but not executed, were no fins at all. 

+ No wonder that Jofephus here defcribes Antiochus Eupator, as young, and 
wanting tuition, when he came to the crown, {ince Appian intorms us, Syriac. p. 
377. that he was then but nine years old. 
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gartifon ; whereupon he got all the people together, and vig- 
oroully befieged thofe that were in the citadel. This was in the 
hundred and fiftieth yearof the dominion of the Seleucide, 
So he made engines of war, and eref&ted bulwarks, and very 
zealoufly prefled on to take the citadeld: But there were not 
ἃ tew ot the runagates who were in the place, that went out 
by night into the country, and got together fome other wick- 
~ ed men like themfelves, and went to Antiochus the king, and 
defired of him, That ** he would not fuffer them to be neg- 
fe€ted, under the great hardthips that lay upon them trom thofe 
of their own nation. and this becaufe their fufferings were oc- 
cafioned on his father’s account, while they left the religious 
worthip of their fathers, and preferred that which he had com- 
ntanded them to follow : That there was danger left the citadel 
and thofe appointed to garrifon it by the king, fhould be ta- 
ken by Judas. and thofe that were with him, unlefs he would 
fend them fuccours.”” When Antiochus, who was but achild, 
heard this, he was angry, and fent for his captains, and his 
friends, and gave order, that they fhould get an army of mer- 
cenaries together, with fuch men alfo of his own kingdom as 
were of anage fit for war. Accordingly an army was colleét- 
ei of about an hundred thoufand footmen, and twenty thou- 
fand horfemen, and thirty-two elephants. 

4. So the king took this army, and marched haftily out of 
Antioch, with Ly fias, who had the command of the whole, 
and came to Idumea, and thence went up to the city Bethfu- 
ra, acity that was ftrong, and not to be taken without great 
difficulty, he fet about this city, and befieged it. And while 
the inhabitants of Bethfura courageoufly oppofed him, and 
fallied out upon him, and burnt his engines of war, a great 
deal of time was {pent in the fiege. But when Judas heard of 
the king’s coming, he raifed the fiege of the citadel, and met 
the king, and pitched his camp in certain fraits, ata place eal- 
led Bethzachaiah, at the diftance of feventy turlongs from the 
enemy ; but the king foon drew his forces from Bethfura, 
and brought them to thofe ftraits. And as foon as it was day 
he put his men in battle array, and made his elephants follow 
one another through the narrow pafles, becaule they could 
not be fet fideways by one another. Now round about every 
elephant there were a thoufand tootmen, and five hundred 
horfemen. The elephants alfo had high towers | upon their 
backs|, and archers|inthem]. And he alfo made the reft of 
his army to go up the mountains, and put his friends before 
the reft ; and gave orders for the army to thout aloud, and fo 
he attackedthe enemy. He alfo expofed to fight their gold- 
en and brazen fhiclds, fo that a glorious {plendor was fent trom 
them; and when they fhouted, the mountains echoed again. 
When Judas faw this, he was not terrified, but received the 
enemy with great courage, and flew about fix hundred of the 
firft ranks. But when his brother Elcazar, whom they called 
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Auran, faw the talleft of all the elephants armed with royal 
breafl-plates, and fuppofed that the king was upon him, he 
attacked him with great quicknels and bravery. He alfo flew 
many of thofe that were about the elephant, and {cattered the 
reft, andthen went under the belly of the elephant, and {mote 
him, and flew him ; fo the elephant fell upon Eleazar, and by 
his weight crufhed him to death. And thus did this mar 
come to hisend, when he had firft courageoufly deftroyed 
many of his enemies. " 

5. But Judas, {eeing the ftrength of the enemy, retired to 

erufalem, and prepared to endure a fiege. As for Antiochus, 

‘fent par: of hisarmy to Bethfura, to befiege it and with 
the reftof his army he came againft Jerufalem ; but the in- 
habitants of Bethfura was terrified at his ftrength ; and feeing 
that their provifions grew fcarce, they delivered themfelves 
up on the fecurity of oaths, that they fhould fuffer no hard 
treatment from the king. And when Antiochus had thus ta- 
ken the city, he did them no other harm than fending them out 
naked. He alfo placeda garrifqq ot his own inthe city. But 
as for the temple ot Jerufalem, he lay at its fiege a long time, 
while they within bravely defended it, for what engines foev- 
er the king {ct againft them, they fet other enginesagain to op- 
pofe them. But then their provifions failed them ; what fruits 
ofthe ground they had laid up were {pent, and the land being 
not plowed that year, continued unfowed, becaufe it was the 
feventh year, on which by our laws we are obliged to let it lie 
uncultivated. And withal fo many of the befieged ran away 
for want οἵ necefiaries, that but a few only were lett in the 
temple. 

6. And thefe happened to be the circumftances of {uch as 
were beficged in the temple. But then, becaufe Lyfias, the 
general of the army, and Antiochus the King, were informed, 
that Philip was coming upon them out of Perfia; and was en- 
deavouring to get the management of public affairs to himfellf, 
they came into thefe fentiments, to leave the fiege, and to make 
hafte to go againft Philip ; yet did they refolve not to let this 
be known to the foldiers, or to the officers: But the King 
commanded Lyfias to fpeak openly to the foldiers, and the 
officers, without faying a word about the bufinefs οἱ Philip ; 
and to intimate to them, that the fiege would be very long ; 
that the place was very {trong ; that they were already in want 
of provifions ; that many affairs of the kingdom wanted recu- 
lation ; and that it was much better to make a league with the 
befieged, and to become friends to their whole nation, by per- 
mitting them to obferve the laws of their fathers, while they 
broke out into this war only becaute they were deprived of 
them, and fo to depart home. When Lyfias had difcourfed 
thus to them, both the army and the officers were pleafed with 
this refolution, 

7. Accordingly the king fent to Judas, and to thofe that were 
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befieged with them, and promifed to give them peace, and to 
permit them to make ufe of, and live according to the laws of 
their fathers. And they gladly received his propofals: And 
when they had gained (ecarity upon oath, for their perform- 
ance, they went out of the temple. But when Antiochus 
came into it, and faw how ftrong the place was, he broke his 
oaths, and ordered his army that was there to pluck down the 
walls to the ground ; and when he had fo done, he returned to 
Antioch : He alfo carried with him Onias the bigh-prieit, 
who was alfo called Menelaus ; tor Lyfias advifed the king to 
flay Menelaus, if he would have the Tews be quiet, and caufe 
him no farther diflurbance, for that this man was the origin of 
all the mifchief the Jews had done them, by perfuading his 
tather to compel the Jews to leave the religion of their fathers: 
So the king fent Menelaus to Berea, a city of Syria, and there 
had him put to death, when he had been high-prieft ten years. 
He had been a wicked and an impious man: And, in order 
to get the government to himfelf, had compelled his nation to 
tran{grefs theirown laws. ,~Atter the death of Menelaus, Alci- 
mus, who was a!focalled 7acimus, was made high-prieft. But 
when king Antiochus tound that Philip had already poffeffed 
@imfelt of the government, he made war againft him, and {ub- 
dued him, and took him, and flew him. Now, as to Onias, 
the fon of the high-prieft, who, as we betore informed you, 
was lett a child when his father died, when he faw that the 
king had flain his uncle Menelaus, and given the high prieft- 
hood to Alcimus, who was not of the high-prieft ftock, but as 
induced by Ly fias to tranflate that dignity from this family to 
another houle, he fled to Ptolemy, king of Egypt, and when 
he found he wasin great efteem with him. and with his wife 
Cleopatra, he defired and obtained a place in the Nomus ot 
Heliopolis, wherein he built a temple like to that at Jerufalem: 
Of which therefore we thall hereafter give an account, ina 
place more proper for it.. 


CHAP. X, 


How Bacchides, the General of Demetrius’s army, made an Exe 
edition againft Judea, and returned without fuccefs ; and 
ow Nicanor was fent a little afterward againft Judas, and 
Bertfhed, together with his Army: As aljo concerning the 
cath of Alcimus, and the Succeffion of Fudas. 


δ Σ. BOUT the fame time Demetrius, the fon of Seleu- 

cus, fled away from Rome, and took Tripoli, a ci- 

ty of Syria, and fet the diadem on his own head. He alfo 

fathered certain mercenary foidiers together, and entered into 

is kingdom, and was joyfully received by all who delivered 

themfelves up to him.: And when they had taken Antiochua 
OL . 
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the king, and Ly fias, they brought them to hi alive ; both 
which were immediately put to death by the command of De- 
metrius, when Antiochus had reigned two years, as we have 
already elfewhere related. But there were now many of the 
wicked Jewith runagates that came together to him, and with 
them Alcimus the high-prieft, who accufed the whole nation, 
and particularly Judas and his brethren ; and faid, That“ they 
had flain al] his friends ; and that thofe in his kingdom that 
were of his party, and waited for his return, were by them 
‘put to death ; that thefe men had ejc&ted them out of their own 
country, and caufed them to be fojyourners in a foreign laud ; 
and they defired that he would fend fume one of his own 
iniends, and know from him what mifchiet Judas’s party had 
one,” 

2. At this Demetrius was very angry, and fent Bacchides, a 
friend of Antiochus Epiphanes*, a good man, and one that 
had been entrufted with all Mefopotamia, and gave him an 
army, and committed Alcimus the high-prieft to his care; 
and gave him charge to flay Judas, and thofe that were with 
him. So Bacchides made hafte, and went out of Antioch 
with his army ; and when he was come into Judea, he fent iy 
Judas and his brethren, to difcourfe with him abont a league 
of friendfhip and peace, for he had a mind to ta!.c him by 
treachery : But Judas did not give creditto him, for he faw 
that he came with fo great an army as men do not bring when 
they come to make peace, but to make war. However, fome 
ot the people acquielced in what Bacchides caufed to be pro- 
᾿ claimed ; and fuppofing they fhould undergo no confiderable 
harm from Alcimus, who was their countryman, they went 
over to them ; and when they had received oaths from both 
of them, that neither they themfelves, nor thole of the fame 
fentiments, fhould come to any harm. they entrufted them- 
felves with them : But Bacchides troubled not himfelf about 
the oaths he had taken, and flew threcf: ore of them, although 
by not keeping his faith with thofe that firft went over, “πὸ 
deterred all the reft, who had intentions to go over to him, 
from doing it. But as he was gone out of Jerufalem, and was 
at the village called Bethzetho, he fert out, and caught many 
of the deferters, arid {ome of the people alfo, and flew them 
all; and enjoined all that lived in the country to fubmit to Al- 
cimus. So he left him there, with fome part of the anny, that 
he might have wherewithto keep the country in obedience, 
and returned to Antioch, to king Demetrius. 

4, But Alcimus was defirous to have the dominion more 


* It is no way probable that Jofephus would call Bacchides, that bitter and 
bloody enemy of the Jews, as our prelent copics have it, a man good, or rind and 
entle. What the author of the firft book of Maccabees, whom Jofephus here 
Follows, inftead of that charaéter, {ays of him, is, that he wasa@ great man in the 
hingdum, and faithful to his king 3 which was very probably Jolephus’s nicanisg- 


alfo. 


A 
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firmly affured to him: And underftanding, tlrt if he could 
bring it about that the multitude fhould be his friends, he 
fhould govern with greater fecurity, he fpake kind words to 
them all, and difcouried to each of them after an agrecable and 
pleafant manner, by which means he quickly had a great bo- 
dy of men, and an army about him, although the greater part 
of them were of the wicked, and the deferters. Wath thefe, 
whom he uled as iis fer vants and foldiers. he went all over the 
country, and flew all that he could find of Judas’s party. But 
when ada faw that Alcimus was already become great, and 
had deftrcyed many οἱ the good and holy men of the country, 
he alfo went all over the country, and deltroyed thofe that 
were of the other’s party. But when Alcimus faw that he was 
not able to oppote Judas, nor was equal to him in ftrength, he 
refolved to apply himfelf to king Demetrius for his affiftance ; 
fo he came to Antioch, and irritated him again{t Judas, and 
accufed him, alledging that he had undergone a great many 
miferies by his means, and that he would do more mifchief 
unlefs he were prevented, and brouzht to punifhment, which 
mutt be done by fending a powertul force again{t him. 

4. So Demetrius, being already of opinion that it would be 
a thing pernicious tohis own affairs to overlook Judas, now 
he was becoming fo great, fent againft him Nicanor, the moft 
kind and moft faithful of all his triends; for he it was who. 
fled away with him from the city of Rome. He alfo gave him 
as many forces as he thought futhcient for him to conquer Ju- 
das withal, and bid him aot to {pare the nation at all. When 
Nicanor was cometo Jerufalem he did not reiolve to fight 
Judas immediately, but judged it better to gct him into his 
power by treachery ; fo he fent him a meffage of peace, and 
faid, ‘‘ there was no manner ot n-ceflity for tuem to fight and 
hazard themiclves ; and that he would give him his oath that 
he would do him no harm, tor that he only came with fome 

friends, in order to let him know what king Demetrius’s in- 
' tentions were, and what opinion he had οἱ their nation.” 
When Nicanor had delivered this meifage, Judas and his 
brethren complied with him, and fufpeéting no deceit, they 
gave him affurances of ftriendihip, and received Nicanor, and 
hisarmy ; but while he was faluting Judas, and they were 
talking together. he gave a certain fignal to his own foldiers, 
upon which they were to feize upon Judas ; but he perceived 
the treachery, and ran back to his own foldicrs, and fled away 
with them. Soupon this difcovery of his purpofe, and of the 
{nares laid for Judas, Nicanor determined to make open war 
with him, and gathered his army together, and prepared for 
fighting him ; and upon joining battle with him ata certain 
village called Capharfalama, he * beatJudas, and forced him 
to fly to that citadel which was at Jerufalem.: 


* Jofephus’s copies muft have been corrupted when they here give vitory ta 
Nicanor, contrary to the words following, which imply, that he who was beaten 
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5. And when Nicanor came down from the citadel unto the 
temple, fome of the priefls and elders met him, and faluted 
him ; and fhewed him the facrifices which they faid they of- 
fered to God for the king : Upon which he blafphemed, and 
threatened them, that uniefs the people would deliver up Ju- 
das to him, upon his return he would pull down their temple. 
And when he had thus threatened them, he departed from Je- 
rufalem : But the prietts tell into tears out of grief of what he 
had faid, and befought God to deliver them from their ene- 
mies. But now for Nicanor, when he was gone out of Jeru- 
falem, and was at a certain village called Bethoron, he_ there 
puched his camp, another army out of Syria having joined 

im. And Judas pitched his camp at Adala, another village, 
which was thirty furlongs diftant from Bethoron, haying ‘no 
more than one thoufand fuldiers. And when he had encour- 
aged them not to be difmayed at the multitude of their enemies, 
not to regard how many they were againft whom they were 
going to fight, but to confider who they themfelves were, and 

or what great rewards they hazarded themlelves, and to attack 
the enemy courageoufly, he led them out to fight, and joining 
battle with Nicanor, which proved to bea fevere one, he 
overcame the enemy and flew many of them ; and at laft Ni- 
canor himfelf, as he was fighting glorionily, fell, Upon 
whofe fall the army did not ftay, but when they had loft their 

eneral they were put to flight, and threw down their arms ; 
Judas alfo purfued them and flew them ; and gave notice ΕΥ̓ 
the found of the trumpets to the neighbouring villages, that 
he had conquered the enemy; which, when the inhabitants 
heard, they put on their armour haftily, and met their enemies 
in the faceasthey were running away, and flew them, info- 
much that not one οἵ them efcaped out of this battle,and were 
in number ninethoufand. This viétory happened to fall on 
the thirteenth day of that month which by the Jews 1s called 
Adar, and by the Macedonians Dy ftrus ; and the Jews thereon 
celebrate this viétory every year, and efteem it as a feftival 
day. After which the Jewith nation were, for a while, ἔτος 
from wars, and enjoyed peace ; but afterward they returued 
into their former ftate of wars and hazards. 

6. But now as the high prieft Alcitnus was refolving to pull 
down the wall of the fanétuary, which had been there of old 
time, and had been built by the holy prophets, * he was f{mit- 


fled into the cttade/, which for certain belonged to the city of David, orto mount 
Zion, and was inche poffession of Nicanor's garrifon, and ποῖ οὗ Judas’s: As al- 
fo it is contrary to the exprefs words of Jofephus’s original author, 1 Maccab. vii. 
32, who faysthat Nicanor loft about 5000 men, and fled to the city of David. 
* This account of the miferable death of Alcimus or Jacimus, the wicked high 
rieft, (the firft that was not of the family of the high priefts, and made by a vile 
then, Lyfias,) before the death of Judas, and of Judas’s {ucceffion to him as high 
prieft, buththere, and at the conclufion of this book, dire€tly contradi&s 1 Mac- 
cab. ix. §4,—-57, which places his death after the death of Judas, and fays nota 
Syllable of the high prickhood of Judas. 


ἝἯ 
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ten fuddenly by God, and fell down. This ftroke made him 
fall down {peechlefs upon the ground : And undergoing tor- 
ments for many ‘days, he at Jength died, when he had been 
high prieft four years, And when he was dead, the people 
beftowed the high priefthood on Judas ; who hearing of the 
power * of the Romans, and that they had conquered in war 
Galatia, arid Iberia, and Carthage, and Lybia ; and that, be- 
fides thefe. they had fubdued Greece, and their kings, Perfeus, 
and Philip, and Antiochus the Great alfo, he refolved to enter 
into a league of friendfhip with them. He therefore fent to 
Rome fome of his friends, Eupolemus the fon of John, and 
Jafon the fon of Eleazer, and by them defired the Romans 
that they would affift them, and be their friends and would 
write to Demetrius that he would not fight againft the Jews. 
So the fenate received the ambaffadors that came from Rome 
to Judas, and difcourfed with them about the errand on which 
they came, and then granted them a league of afliftance. They 
alfo made a decree concerning it. and fenta copy of it into 
pirdea. It was alfo laid up inthe capitol, and engraven in 
rafs. The decree itfelf was this; ‘ The decree ot the fen- 
ate concerning a league οἵ affiftance and friendfhip with the 
nation of the Jews. It fhall not be Jawtul for any that are fub- 
jett to the Romans to make war with the nation of the Jews, 
nor to affift thofe that do fo, either by fending them corn, or 
thips, or money : And if any attack be made upon the Jews, 
the Romans thall afift them, astaras they are able ; and a- 
gain, if any attack be made upon the Romans, the Jews fhall 
alliftthem. And if the Jews have a mind-to add to, or to 
take away any thing from this league of affiftance, that fhall 
be done with the common confent of the Romans. And what- 
foever addition fhall thus be made, it {hall be of force.” This 
decree was written by Eupolemus the fon of John, and by Ja- 
fon the fon of Eleazer when Judah + was high prieft of the 
nation, and Simon his brother was general of the army. And 
this was the firft league that the Romans made with the Jews, 
and was managed after this manner. . 


* How well the Roman hiftories agree to this account of the conquefts and pow- 
erful condition of the Romans at this time, fee the notes in Havercainp’s edition ; 
only, that the number of the fenators ef Rome was then juft 320, is, I think, only 
known from 1 Maccab. viii. 16. . ι 

+ This fub{cription is wanting, 1 Maccab. viii. 17, 29. and muft be the words 
of Jofephus, who, by miftake, thought, as we have juft now feen, that Judas was 
at this time high prieft, and accordingly then reckoned his brother Jonathan to be 
rad general of the army, whith yet he feems not to have been till after the death of 

udas, ᾿ 


54 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS, [Book XII. 


CHAP. XI. 


That Bacchides was again fent out againfi Judas ; and how 
Judas fell as he was courageoufly fighting. 


ὁ 1. UT when Demetrius was informed of the death of 
Nicanor, ‘and of the deftru‘tion of the army that was 
with him, he fent Bacchides again with an army in Judea, who 
marched out of Antioch, and came into Judea, and pitched 
his camp at Arbela, a city of Galilee; and having befieged 
and taken thofe that were there in caves, (tor many of the peo- 
le fled into fuch places,) he removed, and made all the hafte 
Re couldto Jerufalem. And when he had learned that Judas 
pitched his camp at a certain village whofe name was Bethze- 
tho, he led his army againft him : They weretwenty thouland 
- footmen, and two thoufand horfemen. Now Judas had no 
more foldiers than* one thoufand, Whenthele faw the mul- 
titude of Kacchides’s men they were afraid, and lefttheir camp, 
and fled all away, excepting eight hundred. Now whea Jus 
was deferted by his own foldiers, and the enemy prelied upon 
him, and gave him no time to gather his army together, he 
was difpofed to fight with Bacchides’s army, though he had but 
eight hundred men with him; fo heexhorted thefe mento undergo 
the danger conragccufly, and encouraged them to attack the 
enemy. And when they faid they were nota body futhcient to 
fightfogreatan army ,andadvifed thatthey fhould retire now, ἀπ ἃ 
fave themfelves, and that when he had gathered his own men 
together, then he fhould tall upon the enemy afterwards, his 
ΔΌΜΟΙ was this : ‘‘ Let not the fun ever fee fuch a thing that 
I fhould {thew my back to the enemy ; and although this be 
the time that will bring mc to my end, and 1 muft diein this 
battle, I will rather ftand to it courageoufly, and bear whatlo- 
ever comes upon me, than by now running away bring re- 
roach upon my former great aétions, or tarnifh their glory.” 
This was the {peech he made to thofe that remained with him, 
whereby he encouraged them to attack the enemy. 

2. But Bacchides drew his army outot their camp, and put 
them in array for the battle. He fet the horfemen on both the 
. wings, and the light foldiers and the archers he placed befere 
the whole army, but he was himfelf on the right wing, And 
when he had thus put his army in order of battle, and was go- 
ing to join battle with the enemy, he commanded the trum- 
‘peter to give a fignal of battle, and the army to make a fhout, 


* That this copy of Jofephus, as he wrote it, had here not 1000 but 3000, with 
1 Macc. ix. 5 is very plain, becaule though the main part ran away at firft, even 
in Jofephus, as well as in 1 Macc. ix. 6. yet, as there, fo here 800 are faid to have 
remained with Judas, which would be abfurd, it the whole number had been na 
more than 1000, 
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and to fallontheenemy. And when Judas had done the fanie, 
he joined battle with them ; and as both fides fought valiant- 
ly, and the battle continued trl fan-fet, Judas faw that Bac~ 
cuides, and the ftrongeft part of the army was in the right 
wing, and thereupon took the mofi courageous men with him, 
and ran upon ‘that part ot the army, and tell upon thofe that 
were there, and broke their ranks and drove them into the 
middle, and forced them to run away, and purfued them as 
far as to amountain called Aza: But when thofe of the left 
wing faw that the right wing was put to flight, they encom- 
pafled Judas, and purfued him, and came behind him and 
took him into the middle of their army; fo being not able to 
fly. but encompalfed round about with enemies, he ftood ftill, 
and he and thofe that were with thim fought ; and when he had 
flain a great many of thofe that came againft him, he at laft was 
himfeli wounded, and fell, and gave up the ghoft, and died 
in a way like to his former famous a&tions. When Judas was 
dead, thofe that were with him had no one whom they could 
regard [{ astheir commander, | but when they faw themfelves 
deprived of {uch ageneral they fled. But Simon and Jona- 
than, Judas’s brethren, received his dead body by a treaty from 
the enemy, and carried it to the village Modin, where their 
father had been buried, and there buried him; while the mul- 
titude lamented him many days, and performed the ufual fol- 
emn rites of afuneralto him. And this was the end that Ju- 
das came to. He had been a man of valour and a great war- 
rior, and mindtut of the commands of their father Mattathias ; 
and had undergone all difficulties, both in doing and fuffering, 
for the liberty of his countrymen. And when his charaéter 
was fo excellent [while he was alive, |] he left behind him a 
glorious reputation and memorial, by gaining freedom for his 
nation, and delivering them from flavery under the Macedo- 
nians. , And when he had retained the high pricfhood three 
years, he died. | 
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BOOK XIIL, 
Containing the interval of eighty-two years. 


[From the death of JuDAS MaccaBEEs to the death of Queen 
ALEXANDRA. | 


CHAP, I. 


How Fonathan took the Government after his brother Judas > 
and how he, together with his brother Simon, waged war againft 
Bacchides. 


$i. ΒΥ what means the nation of the Jews recovered their 
freedom when they had been brought into flavery by 
the Macedonians, and what ftruggles, and how great battles 
Judas the general of their army ran through, till he was flain 
as he was fighting for them, hath been related in the foregoing 
book : but after he was dead, all the wicxed, and thofe that 
tranfgreffed the laws ot their forefathers. {prang up again in Ju. 
dea, and grew upon them, and diftreffed them upon every fide. 
A famine alfoaffifted their wickednefs, and afflitted the country, 
till not a few, who by reafon of their want of neceiffaries,and be- 
caufe they were not able to bear up the miferies that both the 
famine and their enemies brought upon them. deferted their 
country, and went to the Macedonians. And now Bacchides 
gathered thofe Jews together who had apoftatized from the ace 
cuftomed way of living of their forefathers and chofe to live 
like their neighbours, and committed the care of the country 
tothem ; whoalfo caught the friends of Judas, and thole of 
_ his party, and delivered them up to Bacchides, who, when he 
had, in the firft place, tortured and tormented them at his pleaf- 
ure, he, by that means, at length killed them. And when this 
calamity of the Jews was become fo great, as they had never had 
experience of the like fince their return out of Babylon, thofe 
that remained ot the companions of {udas, feeing that the na- 
tion was ready to be deftroyed after a miferable manner, came 
to his brother Jonathan, and defired him that he would imitate 
his brother, and that care which he took of his countrymen, 
tor whofe liberty in general he died alfo ; and that he would 
not permit the nation to be without a governor, efpecially in 
thofe deftruétive circumftances wherein it now was. And 
when Jonathan faid, that he was ready to die for them, and was 
indeed efteemed no way inferior to his brother, he was appoint- 
ed to be the general ot the }ewifh army. 
2. When Bacchides heard this, he was afraid that Jonathan 
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might be very troublefome to the kings and the Macedonians, 
as Judas had been before him, he fought how he might flay 
hin by treachery : But this invention of his was not un- 
known to Jonathan, nor to his brother Simon; but when thefe 
two wére apprized of it, they took all their companions, and 
prefently fled into that wildernefs which was neareft to the ci- 
ty ; and when they came toa lake called A/phar, they abode 
there. But when Bacchides was fenfible that they were in a 
low ftate, and were in that place, Ite hafted to fall upon them , 
with all his torces, and pitching his camp beyond Jordan, he 
recruited his army: But when Jonathan knew that Bacchides 
was coming upon him, he fent his brother Joba, who was al- 
fo called Gaddis, to the Nabatean Arabs, that he might lodge 
his baggage with them ontil the baule with Bacchides fhould 
be over, tor they were the Jews friends. And the fons of 
Ambri laid an ambuth for John, trom the, city Medaba, and 
feized upon him, and upon thofe that were with him, and 
plundered all that they had withthem: They alfo flew John, 
and all his companions. However, they were fufficiently 
punifhed for what they now did by John’s brethren, as we 
thall relate prefently. 

4. But when Bacchides knew that Jonathan had pitched 
his camp among the lakes of Jordan, he obferved when their 
Sabbath-day came, and then affaulted him, as fuppofing that 
he would not fight becaufe of the law [for refting on that 
day :| But he exhorted his companions [τὸ fight ;) and told 
them, that their lives were at flake, fince they were encom- 
paffed bY the river, and by their enemies, and had no way to 
efcape, for that their enemi¢s prefled upon them before, and 
the river was behind them. So after he had prayed to God to 
give them the victory, he joined battle with the enemy, of 
whom he overthrew many : And as δὲ faw Bacchides com- 
ing up boldly to him, he ftretched out his right-hand. to {mite 
him, but the other forefeeing and avoiding the ftroke, Jona- 
fhan with his companions feaped into'the river, and fwam o- 
ver it, ard by that means ¢fcaped beyond Jordan, while the 
enemy did not pafs over that river ; but Bacchides returned 
prefently to'the citadel at Jerufalem, having loft about two 
thoufand of his army. He alfo fortified many cities ot Judea, 
whole walls had beeni demoitfbed, Jericho, and Emmaus, and 
Bethoron, and Bethel, ard Titmna, and Pharatho, and Tecoa, 
and Gazara, and built towers in every one of thefe cities, and 
encompafled them with ftrong walls, that were very large al. 
fo, and put garrifons into them, that they might tifue out of 
them, and do mifchief to the Jews. He alfo tortified the cita- 
def at Jerufalen more than all the reff. Moreover, he took 
the fons of the principal Jews as pledges, and fhut them up in 
the citadel, and in that manner guarded it. 

4. About the fame time, one came to Jonathan, and to his 
biother Simon, and told them, that the fons ot Ambri were 

OL. . ᾿ 
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celebrating a marriage, and bringing the bride from the city 
Gabatha, who was the daughter of one of the illuftrious men 
_ among the Arabians, and that the damfel was to be condu&ed 
_ with pomp and {plendor, and much riches: So Jonathan and 
Simon thinking this appeared to be the fitteft time for chem to 
avenge the death οἱ their brother, and that they had forces fuf- 
ficient for receiving fatisfaétion trom them for his death, they 
made hafte to Medaba, and lay in wait among the mountains 
for the coming of th@ir enemies ; and as foon as they faw them 
conduéting the virgin, and her bridegroom, and fuch a great 
company of their friends with them, as was to be expe€ted at 
this wedding, they fallied out of their ambufh, and flew them 
all ; and took their ornaments, and al] the prey that then fol- 
lowed them, and fo returned,and received this fatista€tion for 
their brother John from the fons of Ambri ; For as well thofe 
fons themfelves, as their friends, and wives, and children, that 
followed them, perthed, being in number about four hun- 
red. 

5. However, Simon and Joriathan returned to the lakes of 
the river, and abode there : But Bacchides, when he had fe- 
cured all Judea with his garrifons, returned to the king ; and 
then it was that the affairs of Judea were quiet for two years. 
But when the deferters and the wicked faw that Jonathan and 
thofe that were with him lived in the country very quietly, 
by reafon οἱ the peace, they fent to king Demetrius, and ex- 
cited him to fend Bacchides to feize upon Jonathan, which 
they faid was to be done without any trouble, and in one 
night’s time ; and that if they fell upon them before they were 
aware, they might flay them all. So the king fent Bacchides, 
who, when he was come into Judea, wrote to ail his 
friends, both Jews and auxiliaries, that they fhould feize upon 
Jonathan, and bring him to him ; and when, upon all their 
endeavours, they were not able to feize upon Jonathan, for he 
was fenfible of the {nares they laid for him, and very careful« 
ly guarded againft them, Bacchides was angry at thefe defert- 
- ers, as having impofed upon him, and upon the king, and flew 

fifty of their leaders : Whereupon Jonathan, with his brother, 
and thofe that were with him, retired to Bethagla, a village 
that lay in the wildernefs, out ot his fear of Bacchides. He 
alfo built towers in it, and encompaffed it with walls,and took 
care that it fhould be fately guarded. Upon the hearing of 
which, Bacchides led his own army along with him, and be- 
fides took his jewith auxiliaries, and came againift Jonathan, 
and made an aifault upon his fortifications, and befieged him 
many days ; but Jonathan did not abate of his courage at the 
zeal Bacchides ufed in the fiege, but courageoufly oppofed 
him : And while he left his brother Simon in the city, to fight 
with Bacchides, he went privately out himfelt into the coun- 
try, and got a great body of men together of his own party, 
and fell upon Bacchides’s camp in the night time, and deftroy~ 
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ed a great many of them. His brother Simon knew alfo of 
this his falling upon them, becaufe he perceived that the ene- 
mies were {lain by him, fo he fallied out upon them, and burnt 
the engines which the Macedonians ufed, and made a great 
flaughter of them. And when Bacchides faw himfelf encom- 
affed with enemies, and fome of them before, and fome be- 
hind him, he fell into defpair and trouble of mind, as con- 
founded at the unexpeéted ill fuccefs of this fiege. Howev- 
er, he vented his difpleafure at thefe misfortunes upon thofe 
deferters who fent for him trom the king, as having deluded 
hyn. So he had a mind to finith this fiege after a decent man- 
ner, if it were poflible for him foto do, and then to return 
ome. 

6. When Jonathan underftood thefe his intentions, he fent 
embaffadors to him, about a league of friendfhip and mutual 
afiftance, and that they might reftore thofe they had taken 
captive on both fides. So Bacchides thought this a pretty de- 
cent way of retiring home, and made a league of friendthip 
with Jonathan, when they {ware that they would not any 
more make war one againft another, Accordingly he reftor- 
ed the captives, and took his own men with him, and returns 
ed tothe king of Antioch ; and after this his departure, he 
never came into Judea again. Then did Jonathan take the 
opportunity of this quiet ftate of things, and went and lived 
in the city Michmafh ; and there governed the multitude, and 
punifhed the wicked and ungodly, and by that means purged 
the nation of them. 


CHAP. I. 


How Alexander [ Bala} in his War aith Demetrius, granted 
Jonathan many Advantages, and appointed him to be High- 
prieft, and perfuaded him to affift him, although Demetrius 
promifed him greater Advantages on the other fide. Concern- 
ang the Death of Demetrius. — 


δ 1, N°” in the hundred and fixtieth year. it fell out 

that Alexander, the * fon of Antiochus Epiphanes, 
came up into Syria, and took Ptolemais, the foldiers within 
having betrayed it to him, for they were at enmity with De- 
metrius, on account of his infolence and difficulty of accefs ; 


* This Aexander Bala, who certainly pretended to be the fon of Antiochus E- 
piphanes, and was owned forsuch by the Jews andRomans, and many others, and 
et is by feveral biftorians deemed to be a counterfeit, and of no family at all, is, 
ever, by Jofepbus believed to have been the real fon of that Antiochus, and b 

him always fpoken of accordingly. And truly fince the original contemporary and 
authentic author of the firfl book of Maccabees, x. 1 calls him by his father’s name 
Epiphanes, and fays he was the fon of Antiochus. I fuppofe the other writers, who 
are all much later, are not to be followed againf{ {ech evidence, though perhaps 
Epiphaney might have him by a weman of no family. The king ef Egypt alia, 
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for he fhut himfelf up in 8 palace of hig that had four towers, 
which he had built bimfelf, not far trom Antioch, and ad- 
mitted nobody. He was withal flothtul and negligent about 
the public affairs, whereby the hatred of bis fubjeéts was the 
more kindled againft him, as we have elfewhere already rela- 
ted. When therefore Demetrius heard that Alexander was in 
Ptolemais, he took his whole army, and led it againft him : 
He alfo fent embaffadors to Jonathan, about a league af mu- 
tual affiftance and triendfhip, for he refolved to be before 
hand with Alexander, left the other fhould treat with him firft, 
and gain affiftance from him: And this he did out of the fear 
he had, left Jonathan thould remember how ill Demetrius had 
formerly treated him, and fhould join with him in this war a- 

ainft him. He therefore gave orders that Jonathan thould 
be allowed to raife an army, and fhould get armour made, and 
fhould receive back thofe haftages ot the Jewifh nation whom 
Bacchides had fhut up in the citadel of Jerufalam, When 
this good fortune had befallen Jonathan. by the conceflion of 
Demetrius, he came to Jerufalem, and read the king’s letter, 
in the audience of the people, and of thofe that kept the cita- 
del. When thefe were read, thefe wicked men and defertera, 
who were in the citadel, were greatly afraid, upan the king’s 
permiffion to Jonathan to raife an army, andto receive back 
the hoftages : So he delivered every one of them to his own 

arents. And thus did Jonathan make his abode at Jerufae 

m, renewing the city to a better ftate, and retorming the 
buildings as he pleafed ; for he gave orders that the walls of 
the city fhould be rebuilt with {quare ftones that it might be 
more fecure from their enemies. And when thofe that kept 
the garnfons that were in |udea faw this, they all left them, 
and fled to Antioch, excepting thofe that were in the city Beth. 
fura, and thofe that were in the citadel οἱ Jerufalem, for the 
greater part of thefe was of the wicked Jews and dcferters, and 
on that account thefe did not deliver up their gerrifons. 

2. When Alexander knew what promifes Demetrius had 
made Jonathan, and withal knew his courage, and what great 
things he had done when he tought the Macedonians, and bee. 
fides what hard(bips he had undergone by the means of Dee 
metriug, and of Bacchides, the general of Demetrius’s army, 
he told his friends, That * he could not at prefent find any 
one elfe that might afford him better affiftance than Jonathan, 
who was both courageous againit his enemies, and had a par- 
ticular hatred againft Demetrius, as having both fuffered ma- 
ny hard things from him, and aéted many hard things againft 
him. It therefore they were of opinion that they fhould make 
him their friend againft Demetrius, it was more for their ade 


Philometor, foon gave him his daughter in marriage, which he would hardly have 
done, had he believed him to be a counterfeit, and of fo very mean a birth, as the 
fates hiftorians pretend, 
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vantage to invite him to affift them now than at another time.” 
It being therefore determined by him and his friends to fend 
to Jonathan, he wrote to himhisepiftle : “ King Alexander 
to his brother Jonathan, fendeth greeting: We have long ago 
heard of thy courage, and thy fidelity, and for that reafon 
have fent to thee, to make with thee ἃ. league of triendthip 
and mutual affiftance. We therefore do ordain thee this day 
the high-prieft ot the Jews, and that thou beeft called m 
friend. J have alfo fent thee, as prefents, a purple robe a 

a golden crown, and defire, that now thou art by us honour- 
ed, thou wilt in like manner refpe& us alfa.” 

3. pV hen Jonathan had received this letter, he * put on the 
pontifical robe at the time of the feaft of tabernacles, four 
years after the death of his brother Judas, for at that time no 

igh-prieft had been made. So he raifed great forces, and had 
abundance of armour got ready. This greatly grieved De- 
muietrigs, when he heard of it, and made him blame himfelf 
for his flownefs, that he had πος prevented Alexander, and 
got the goodwill of Jonathan, but had given him time fo te 
do. However, he allo himself wrote a letterto Jonathan, and 
to the people ; the contents whereof are thefe; “ King De- 
metrius to Jonathan, and to the nation of the Jews, fendeth 
greeting : Qince you. have preferved your friendfhip for us ; 
and when you have been tempted by our enemies, you have 
not joined yourfelves to them ; 1 both commend vou for this 
your fidelity, and exhort you to continue in the fame difpofi- 
tion, for-which you fhall be repaid, and receive rewards trom 
us; For J will free you from the greateft part ot the tributes 
and taxes which you formerly paid to the kings my predecel- 
fors, and to my felf ; and I do now fet you free from thofe tr 
butes which you have ever paid ; and befides, I forgive you 
the tax upon falt. and + the value of the crowns which you 
ufed to offer to me : And inftead ot the third part of the frusts 
fof the field}, and the half ot the fruits of trees, 1 relinquith 
my part of them from this day: And as to the poll-money, 
which ought te be given me for every head of the inhabitants 
of Judea, and of the three to parchiesthat adjoin to Judea, Sa- 
maria, and Galilee, and Perea, that I relinguifh to you for 
this time, and for all time to come., | will alfa, that the city 


“Since Jonathan plainly did nat put on the pontifical robes till feven or eight 
years after the death of his brother Judas, or not till the feaft of tabernacles in the 
a Goth of the Seleucide, 1 Maccab. x. 21. Petitus’s emendation feems here to dee 
Servo confiderstion, who inftead of after four years fince the death of kis brother Fu- 
das, would have us read and therefore after eight years fince the death of his brother 

s. This would tolerably well agre with the date of the Maccabees, and with 
fephus’s.own exatt chronology at the end of the twentieth book of thefe Anti- 
quities, which the prefent text cannot be made to do. 

+ Take. Grotius’s note here, ** The Jews, fays he, were wont to prefent. crowns 
4. to the kings [of Syria ;} afterwartis that gold, which was paid inftead of thofe 
4“ crowns, or which was expended in meking them, was called the crown gold'and 
“crown tax.” On x Meccab. x, 29, 
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of Jerufalem be holy and inviolable, and free from the tythe, 
and {rom the taxes, unto its utmoft bounds : And I fo far re- 
cede from my title to the citadel, as to permit Jonathan your 
high-prieft to poffefs it, that he may place fuch a garnfon in 
it as he approves of for fidelity and good-will to himfelf, that 
they may keepit for us. I alfo make free all thofe Jews who 
have been made captives and flaves in my kingdom. I alfo 
give order, that the beafts of the Jews be not preffed for our 
fervice: And let their Sabbaths, and all their feftivals, and 
Ἢ three days betore each of them, be free trom any impofition. 
In the fame manner, I fet freethe Jews that are inhabitants in 
my kingdom, and order that no injury be done them. [I alfo 
give leave to fuch of them as are willing to lift themfelves in 
my army, that they may do it, andthofe as far as thirty thou- 
fand ; which Jewith foldiers, whereloever they go, fhall have 
the fame pay that my own army hath: And fome of them I 
will place in my garrifons, and fome as guards about mine 
own body, and as rulers over thofe that are in my court. I 
give them leave alfo to ufe the laws of their forefathers, and 
to obferve them ; and I will, that they have power over the 
three toparchies that are added to Judea ; and it fhall be in the 
ower of the high-prieft, to take care that no one Jew fhall 
fave any other temple for worfhip but only that at Jerufalem. 
1 bequeath alfo, out of my own revenues, yearly or the ex- 
ences about the faerifices, one hundred and ifty thoufand 
{drachmas| and what money is to f{pare, ] will that it fhall 
e yourown. Ialfo releafe to you thofe ten thoufand drach- 
mz which the kings received trom the temple, becaufe they 
appertain to the priefts that minifter in that temple. “ And 
whofoever fhall fly tothe temple at Jerufalem, or to the places 
thereto belonging, or who owe the king money, or are there 
on any other account, let them be fet free, and let their goods 
beinfafety. I alfo give you leave to repair agd rebuild your 
temple, and that all be done at my expences. Talfo allow you 
to build the walls of your city, and to ere& high towers, 
and that they be erefted at my charge. And if there be any 
fortified town that would be convenient for the Jewifh country 
to have very ftrong, let it be fo built at my expences.” 

4. This was what Demetrius promifed, and granted to the 
Jews, by this letter. But king Alexander raifed a great army 
of mercenary foldiers, and of thofe that deferted to him out of 
Syria, and made an expedition againft Demetrius. And when 
it was come to a battle, the left wing of Demetrius put thofe 
who oppofed them to flight, and purfued them a great way, 
and flew many of them, and fpoiled their camp ; but the right 
wing, where Demetrius happened to be, was beaten ; and as 
for all the reft, they ran away : But Demetrius fought coura- 
-geoully, and flewa great many of the enemy ; but as he was 
in the purfuit of the reft, his horfe carried him into a deep hog, 
where it was hard to get out, and there it happened, that upon 
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his horfe’s falling down, he could not efcape being killed ; for 
when his enemies faw what had befallen him, they. returned 
back, andencompafled Demetrius round, and they all threw 
their darts at him ; but he being now on foot, tought bravely, 
but at length he received fo many wounds, that he was not able 
to bear up any longer, but fell. Amd this is the end that De- 
metrius came to, when he had reigned * eleven years, as we 
have elfewhere related. 


CHA P. III. 


The Friendfhip that was between Onias and Ptolemy Philometor ; 
and how Ontas built a lemplein Egypt like to that at Ferufa. 
em 


41. Bu then the fon of Onias the high-prieft, who was 
. of the fame name with his father, and who fled to 
king Ptolemy, who was called Philometor, lived now at Al- 
-exandria, as we have faid already. When this Ontas faw that 
Judea was opprefled by the Macedonians. and their kings, 
outofa defire to purchafe to himfelf a memorial and eternal 
fame, he refolved to fend to king Ptolemy and queen Cleopa- 
tra, to afk leave of them that he might build a temple in Egy pt 
hike to that at Jerufalem, and might ordain Levites and prielts 
out of thetr own flock. The chiet reafon why he was defir- 
ous fo to do, was, that herelied upon the prophet [faiah, who 
lived above fix hundred years betore, and foretold, that there 
certainly was to be atemple built to Almighty God in Egypt 
by a man that wae a Jew. Onias wes elevated with this pre- 
dition ; and wrote the following epiftle to.Ptolemy and Cle- 
atra : “ Having done many and great things for you in the 
affairs of the war, by the affiftance of God, and that in Cele. 
fyria and Phenicia, I came at length with the Jews to Leon- 
topolis, and to other places of your nation, where 1 found 
that the greateft part of your people had temples in an improp. 
er manner, and that on this account they bare ill-will one a- 
gainft another,which happens to theEgy ptians by reafon of the 
multitude of their temples, and the difference of opinions ἃ- 
bout divine worfhip. Now 1 found a very fit place in ἃ caf- 
tle that hath its name from the country Diana; this place is 
full of materials of feverat forts, and replenifhed with facred 
animals : 1 defire therefore that you will grant me leave to 
purge this holy place, which belongs to no mafter, and is fal- 
en down, and to build there atemple to Almighty God, af- 
ter the pattern of that in Jerufalem, and of the fame dimen. 


Ν Since the reft of the hifiorians now extant gave this Demetrius 19 years, and 
Jolephus only 11 years, Dean Pridcaux does net amifs im aicribing te bim the 
Mtan number is. 
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fions, that may be for the benefit of thy felf, and thy wife and 
children, that thofe Jews which dwell in Egypt may have a 
place whither they may come and nteet together in mutual 
harmony cnc with another, and be fubfervient to thy advan- 
tages ; for the prophet Ifaiah foretold, that * ékere fhould be 
@n altar tn Egypt to the Lord God: And many other fuch 
things did he prophecy relating to that place.” 

2. And this was what Ontas wrote toking Ptolemy. Now 
any one may ob!erve his piety, and that of his fifter and wife 
Cleopatra’s, by that epiitie which they wrote in an{wer to it ; 
for they laid the blame and the tranfgrefion of the law upon 
the head of Onias. And this was their reply : ‘* King Ptole- 
my and queen Cleopatra to Onias, fend greeting : We have 
read thy petition, wherein thou defireft leave to be given thee 
to purge that temple which is fallen down at Leontopults, in 
the Nomus of Heliopolis, and which is named from the coun- 

Buhaftis ; on which account we cannot but wonder that it 
fhould be pleafing to God to have a temple ereéted in a place 
fo unclean, and fo full of facred animals : But fince thou fay- 
eft that Ifatah the prophet foretold this long ago, we give thee 
leave to do it, if it may be done according to your law, and {a 
that we may not appear to have at all offended God herein.” 


Φ Tz feemms to me, contrary to the opinion of Jofephus, and of the moderns, both 
J waand Chriitzme, that this prophecy of Iiaiah, xix. 19, ὅδε. Je that day there 
be an altar to the Lord in the midft of the land of Egypt, ἄς. dire&lly foretold 
the building of this temple of Ouias in Egypt, and was a fufficient w.rrant to the 
Jews for building it, and for worfhipping the true God, the God of I{rael, therein. 
See Authent. Rec. Il. p. 755. That God feems to have {oon better accepted οὗ 
the feerifices ard prayers here offered him than of thofe at Jorufalem, fee the note σὰν 
εἴων. ». ὁ). And truly the marks of Jewith corruption of interpolation in this 
tent, in order to difcourage their people from approving of the worlhip of God 
here, ase very rong, and highly deferve our confideration and cerre@ion The 
foregoing verfe in Haiah runs thus in our common copies, [5 that day frail five cities 
tn the land of Egypt peak the language of Canaan, [the Hebrew language ; thall be 
ἔξ} οὗ Jews, whuie facred books wens ir Hebrew} and fwear to the Lord of hofts: 
-Onefow the firth) μι ὁ be called the city of deAlru@ton, 18. xx. 18. A ftrange name, 
city of deBruciion ! wpon fo joyful an occalion, and a name never heard of in the 
laud of Egypt, or perhaps in any other nation, The old reading was evidently the 
city of the fun, or Heliopolis sand Onkelos in effect, and Symmachus, with the Arae 
bick verfion, entirely confefs that to be the true reading. The Septuagint alfo, tho’ 
they have th: text difguifed in the cdmmon copies, and call κα Afedek, the city of 
righteoufncss : yet in two or three other copies the Hebrew word itfelf for the firs, 
Acheres of Thares, is preferved. And fince Onias infifts with the King and Queen, 
that Lfaiah’s prophecy contained many other predictions relating to this place befides 
the words by him recited, it is highly probable that thefe were efpecially meant by 
him ; and chat one nrain reafon why he applied this predi&ion to himfelf, and to 
hie prefe€ture of Heliopolis, which Dean Prideaux well proves was in that part of 
Ervypt, and why he chofeto build in that prefecture of Heliopolis, though other- 
wee an improper place, waa this, that the fame authority that be had for building 
this temple in Egypt, the very fame he had for building it in hisown prefe€ture of 
Heliopolis a!fo, which he defired to do, and which he did accordingly. Dean 
Prideaux has much ado τὸ avoid feeing this corruption of the Hebrew, but it being 
im fwpport of his own opinion about this temple he durft not fee it; and indeed he 
reafons here in the mot weak and moft injudicious manner passible. See him at 
the year 149. 


‘ 
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. So Onias took the plate, and built a temple, and an altar 
to God, like indeed to that in Jerufalem, but {maller and poor- 
er. I do not think it proper for me row to defcribe its dimen 
fions, or its veffels, which have been already defcribed in my 
feventh book of the wars ofthe Jews. However, Onias found 
other Jews like to himfelf, together with priefis and Levites, 
that there performed divine fervice. But we have faid enough 
about this temple. 

4. Now it came to pafs that the Alexandrian jens, and thofe 
Samaritans who paid their worfhip tothe temple that was built 
in the days of Alexander at mount Gerizzim, did ncw make a 
fedition one againft another, and difputed about their temples 
before Prolemy himfelf, the Jews faying, that, according to 
the laws of Mofes, the temple was to be built at Jerufalem ; 
and the Samaritans faying, that it was to be built at Gerizzim. 
They defired therefore the king to fit with his triends, and hear 
the debates about thefe matters, and punilh thofe with death 
who were baffled. Now Sabbeus and Theodofius managed the 
argument for the Samaritans, and Andronicus, the fon of Mef- 
falamus, for the people of Jerufalem ; and they took an oath by 
God and the king, to make their demonftrations according to 
the law ; and they defired of Ptolemy, that whomfoever he 
fhould find that tranfgreffed what they had {worn to, he would 

ut him to death. Accordingly the king took feveral of his 

riends into the council, and ot down, in order to hear what 
the pleaders faid. Now the Jews that were at Alexandria were 
in great concern for thofe men, whofe lot it was to contend for 
the temple at Jerufalem ; for they took it very ill that an 
fhould takeaway the reputation οἱ that temple, which was fo 
ancient, and fo celebrated all over the habitable earth, Now 
when Sabbeus and Theodofius had given leave to Andronicus 
to {peak firft, he began to demonftrate out of the law, and out 
of the fucceflions of the high-priefts, how they every one in 
fucceffion from bis father had received that dignity, and ruled 
over the temple ; and how all the kings of Afia had honoured 
that temple with their donations, and with the moft Splendid 
gifts dedicated thereto: But as for that at Gerizzim. he made 
no account of it, nor regarded it asif it had never had a being. 
By this fpeech, and other arguments, Andronicus perfuaded 
the king to * determine that the temple at Jerufalem was built 
according to the laws of Mofes, and to put Sabbeus and The- 
odofiustodeath. And thefe were the events that befel the Jews 
at Alexandria in the days of Ptolemy Philometor. 


* A very unfair difputation this! while the Jewifh di!potant, knowing that he 
sould not properly prove out of the Pentateuch, that the place which the Lord their 
God fhall choufe to place his name there, fo often referred to in the book of Deuterone 
omy, was Jerulaiem eny more than Gerizzim, that bei: g not determined till the 
days of David, Antiq B. VII. ch. xiii, § 4. vol. I. proves only, ‘hot the Samari= 
tans did not deuy, that the temple at Jerufalem was much more ancietit, and much 
more celebrated and honoured thanthat at Gerizzim, which wes nothing to the 
pretcnt purpelé, The whole evidence, by the very oaths of both parties, being, 

VoL. I. I . 
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CHAP IV. - 


How Alexander honoured Jonathan after an extraordinary 
manner, and how Demetrius, the Son of Demetrius overcame 
Alexander, und made a leayue of Friendfhip arth Jonathan. 


41. EMETRIUS being thus flain in battle, as we have 
| above related, Alexander took the kingdom of Syria; 
and wrote to Peolemy Philometor, and defired his daughter in 
marriage ; and faid, it was but juft that he fhould be joned Im 
affinity to one hat had now received the principality of his tore- 
fathers, and had beeri promoted to tt by God’s providence, and 
had conquered Demetrius and that was on ether accounts not 
unworthy οἱ being relatedto him. Ptolemy received this pro- 

ofal of marriage gladly ; and wrote him an anfwer, faluting 
tim on account of his having reeeived the principality of his 
foretathers ; and promifing him, that he would give him his 
daughter in marriage ; and aflured him that he was coming to 
meet him at Ptolemais, and defired that he would there meet 
him, for that he would-accompany her from Egy pt fo far, and 
would there marry his child to him. When Ptolemy had writ- 
ten thus, he came fuddenly to Ptolemais, and brought his coufia 
Cleopatra along with him : And as he found Alexandef thgre 
before him as he defired him to come, he gave him his childtin 
marriage, and for her portion gave her as much filver and gold 
as hecame fuch a king to give. 

2. When the wedding was over, Alexander wrote to Jona- | 
than the high-prieft, and defired him to come to Ptalemais. 
So when he came to thefe kings, and had made them magnifi- 
cent prefents, he was honoused by them both. Alexander 
tompelled him alfo to put off his own garment, and to take 
a purple garment, and made him fit with him tn his throre; 
and commanded his captains that they fhould go with him in- 
to the middle of the city, and proclaim, that it was not per- 
mitted to any oneto {peak againft him, or togive him any difturb- 
ance. And when the captains had thus done, thofe that were 
prepared to accufe Jonathan, and who bore himill-will, when 
they faw the honour that was done him by proclamation, and 


we fee, obliged to be confined to the law of Mofes, or to the Pentateuch alone. 

However, worldly policy and intereft, and the multitude prevailing, thé court. 
gave fentence, as ufwal, on the ftronger fide, and poor Sabbeus and Theudofius, the 

Sameriten difputants. were martyred, and this, fo far as appears, without any di- 

φεξὶ hearing at all, which is like the ufual praétice of fuch political courts about | 
matters of religion. Our copies fay, that the body of the Jews were in a great 

eoncern about thofé men, in the plural, who were to difpute for their temple at je- 

tufalem, -whereas it feems here they had but one difputant, Androniens by name 2 
Perhaps more were prepared to ipeak onthe Jews de ; but the ἢτῇ having an- 

fwered to his name, and overcame the Samaritans, there was uo neceflity fos any 

other defender of the Jerufalcrm temple. ° 
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that by the king’s order, ran away, and were afraid left 
fome mifchief fhould befal them, Nay king Alexander wag 
fo very kind to Jonathan, that he fet him down asthe principal 
of his friends. . | 
.3. Butthen, upon the hundred and fixty-fifth year, Deme- 
trius, the fon of Demetrius, came from Crete with a great 
number of mercenary foldiers, which Lafthenes the Cretian 
brought him, and failed to Celicia, This thing caft Alexan- 
der into ἔτεα concern and diforder when he heard it : So he 
made haite immediately out of Phenicia and came to Antioch, 
that he might put matters in a fafe pofture there before Deme- 
trius fhould come. He alfo left * Apollonius Daus governor 
ot Celefy ria, who coming to Jamnia with a gréat army, fenttd 
Jonathan the high-prieft, and told him, That ‘‘ it was not night 
that he alone fould live at reft, and with authonty, and not 
be fubje& to the king ; that this thing had made him a ree 
proach among all men, that he had not yet made him fubjeé& 
to the king. Do not thou therefore deceive thyfelf, and fit 
Mill among the mountains, and pretend to have forces with 
thee ; butif thou haft any dependence on thy ftrength. comé 
down into the plain, and Jét our armies be compared. together, 
and the event of. the battle will demonftrate which of us is thé 
moft courageous. However, take notice, that the moit va- 
Jiant men ot every city are in my army, and that thefe are the | 
very men who have always beaten thy progenitors ; but let us 
have the battle'in fuch a place of the country where we may _ 
fight with weapons, and not with ftones, and where there may 
be no place whither thofe that are beaten may fly.” | 
4. With this Jonathan was irritated ; and choofing himfelf 
out ten thoufand of his foldiers, he went out of Jerufalem in 
hafte, with his brother Simon, and came to Joppa, and pitch- 
ed his.camp on the outfide of the city, becaufe the people of 
Joppa had thut their gates againft him, for they had a garrifon 
an the city put there by Apollomus; but when Jonathan was 
preparing to befiege them, they were atraid he would take 
them by force, and fo they opened the gates to him. But Apol- 
Yonius, when he heard that Joppa was taken by Jonathan, took 
three thoufand horfemen, and eight thoufand tootmen, an 
came to Afhdod, and removing thence, he made his joutney 
filently and flowly, and going up to Joppa; he made ~» ‘* ke 


was retiring from the place, and fo drew Jonathan "-. tlic 
piain, as valuing himfelf highly upon his horfemen, =... -av- 
ing his hopes of vi€tory priticipally in them. ἘΠ. το. δὲ", 


Jonathan {allied out, and purfued Apollonius to Alb:.ad ; ὁ 


» Of the feveral Apollonii about thele ages, {ce Tyean Pridean at tho γον + 9. 
This Apollonius Daus was, by his account, the fon of that Apollonius «in» 1 id 
béen made governor of Celefyria and Phenigia by Seleucys Pholopate:. 2 4 vo: 
bintfclf a confident of his fon Dentetrius the father, and reftored to his far» τὸ μο- 
vernment by him, but afterwards revolted from him to Alexander, but εν to Ὁ 
gactrius the fon, as he fuppofes. 


. ki 


63. ANTIQUITIES ΟΣ THE JEWS. [Book XIII. 


as foon as Apollonius perceived that his enemy was in the 
plain, he came back and gave him battle; but Apollonius 
had laid a thoufand horfemen in ambubh ina yalley, that they 
might be feen by their enemies as behind them ; Which when 
Jonathan perceived, he was under no confternation, but or- 
dering his army to fland in a {quare battle array, he gavethem 
a charge to fall on the enemy on both fides, and fet them to 
face thofe that attacked them both before and behind: And 
while the fight lafted till the evening, he gave part of his for- 
¢es to his brother Simon, and ordered him to attack the ene- 
mies, but for himfelf, he charged thafe that were with him to 
cover them{elves with their armour, and receive the darts of 
the horfemen, who did as they were commanded; fo that the 
enemies horfemen, while they threw their darts til] they had 
no more left, did them no harn, for the darts that were thrown 
did not enter into their bodies being thrown upor: the thields, 
that were united and conjoined together the clofenefs of which 
eafily overcame the turce of the darts, and they flew about 
without any effet. But when the enemy grew remifs in 
throwing their darts trom morning till late at night, Simon 

erceived their wearinefg, and fell upon the body of men be- 
ἴστε him ; and becaufe his foldiers fhewed great alacrity, he 
put the enemy to flight: And when the horfemen faw that the 
footmen ran away, neither did they ftay themfelves, but they 
being very weary, by the duration of the fight till the evening, 
and their hope from the footmen being quite gone, they bafely 
ran away, and in great contufion alfo, till they were feparated 
one trom another, and f{cattered over all the plain. Upon 
which Jonathan purfued them as far as Athdod, and flew δ᾽ 
great many of them, and compelled the reft in defpair of ef- 
caping, to fly to the temple ot Dagon, which was at Albdod, 
but Jonathan took the city on the firft on!et, and burnt it, and 
the villages about it; nor did he abftain from the temple of 
Dagon felt, but burnt it alfo, and deftroyed thofe that had 
fled to it. Now the entire multitude of the enemies that fell 
in the battle, and were confumed in the temple, were eight 
thoufand. When Jonathan therefore had overcome fo great 
an army, he removed from A{fhdod, and came to Atkelon : 
And when he had pitched his camp without the city, the peo- 
ple of Afkelon came out and met him, bringing him hofpita- 

le prefents, and honouring him; {fo he accepted of their 
nd intentions, and returned thence to Jerufalem with a 
great deal of prey, which he brought thence when he conquer- . 
ed his enemies ; but when Alexander heard, that Apollonius 
the general of his army was beaten, he pretended to be glad of 
it, becaufe he had fought with Jonathan bis friend and ally 
againft his dire€tions. Accordingly he fent to Jonathan, and 

‘ve teftimony to his worth ; and gave him honourary re- 
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wards, as a * golden button, which itis the cuftom to give the 
king’s kinfmen ; and allowed him Ekron, and its toparchy, 
for his own inheritance. ' 

. About this time it was that king Ptolemy, who-was cal- 
led Philometer, led an army, part by the fea, and part by land, 
and came to Syria, to the ailiitance ot Alexander, who was 
his fon-in-law ; and accordingly all the cities received him 
willingly, as Alexander had commanded them to do, and 
conJuéted him as far as Afhdod ; where they all made loud 
complaints about the temple of Dagon, which was burnt, and 
accufed Jonathan of having |aid it wafle, and deftroyed the 
country adjoining with fire, and {lain a great number of them. 
Ptolemy heard thele accufations, but faid nothing. Jonathan 
alfo went to meet Ptolemy as tar as Joppa and obtained from 
him hofpitable prefents, and thofe gluriousin their kinds, 
with all the marks of honour. And when he had conduéted 
him as tar as the river called Eleutherus, he returned again to 
Jerufalem. | 

6. But as Ptolemy was at Ptolemais he was very near toa 
moft unex petted deitruttion ; for a treacherous defign was 
laid for his lite by Alexander, by the means of Ammonius, 
who was his friend: Andas the treachery was very plain, 
Prolemy wrote to Alexander, and required of him that he 
fhould bring Ammonius to condign punifhment informing 
him what {nares had been laid for him by Ammonius, and de- 
firing that he might be accordingly punifhed for it.. But 
when Alexander did not comply with his demands, he per- 
ceived that it was he himfelf wha laid the defign, and was ve- 
ty angry athim. Alexander had allo formerly been in very 
if terms with the people of Antioch, for they had fuffered 
very much by his means; yet did Ammonius at length under- 
go the punifhment his infolent crimes had deferved, for he 
was killed in an opprobrious manner, like a woman, while 
he endeavoured to conceal himfelf in a feminine habit, as we 
have elfewhere related. 

7. Hereupoa Prolemy blamed himfelf tor having given his 

ughter in marriage to Alexander, and for the league he had 
made with him to aflift him againft Demetrius ; fohe diffolved 
his relation to him, and took his daughter away from him, and 
Ammediately_fent to Demetrius, and offered to make a league 


of mutual afliftance and friendfhip with. him, and agreed with ἢ 


him to give him his daughter in marriage, and to reftore him 
to the principality of his fathers. Demetrius was well pleafed 
with this ambaflage, and accepted of his affiftance, and, of the 
marriage of his daughter. But Ptolemy had ftill one more 
hard tak to do, and that was to perfuade the people of Anti- 


* Dr. Hud{on here obferves, that the Phenicians and Romans uled to reward 


v4 u bad deferved well of them, by prefenting te them a golden button. See ch. 
. 4. 
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och to receive Demetrius, becaufe they were greatly difpleafed | 
at him on account of the injuries his father Demetrius had 
done them ; yet did he bring this about. tor δὲ the people of 
Antioch hated Alexander on Ammonius’s account, as we have 
fhewed already, they were éafily prevailed with to caft him out 
ot Antioch; who thus expelled out of Antioch, came into 
Cilicia. Ptolemy came then to Antioch, and was made king 
by its ihabitants, and by the army ; fo that he was forced to 

ut on two diadems, the one of Afia, the other of Egypt: But 
Pein naturally a good and 4 righteous man, and not defirous 
οἱ what belonged to others, and befides thefe difpofitions, be- 
ing alfo a wife man in reafoning about futurities, he determin- 
ed to avoid the envy of the Romans, fo he called the people 
ot Antioch together to an afflembly, and perfaaded them to re- 
ceive Demetrius ; and affured them, That ‘“ he would not be 
gnindtul of what they did to his father in cafe he fhould be now 
obliged by them ; and he undertook that he would himfelf be 
a good monitor and governor to him; and promifed that he 
would not permit him to attempt any bad attions; but that for 
his own part, he was contented with the kingdom of Egypt.” 
By which difcourfe he perfuaded the people of Antioch to 
receive Demetrius. 

8. But now Alexander made hafte with a numerous and 
great army, and came out of Cilicia into Syria. and burnt the 
country belonging to Antioch and pillaged it; whereupon 
Ptolemy, and iis fon-in-law Demetrius, brought their army 
againft him, (tor he had already given him his daughter in mar- 
riage,) and beat Alexander, and put him to flight ; and accords 
ingly he fled into Arabia. Now it happened in the time of 
battle, that Ptolemy’s horfe, upon hearing the noife of an 
elephant, caft bim off his back, and threw him on the ground 5 
upon the fight of which accident, his enemies fell upon him, 
and gave him many wounds upon his head, and brought him 
into danger of death for when his guards caught him up, he 
was fo very ili, that for four days time he was not able either 
to underftand or to fpeak. However, Zabdiel, a prince among 
the Arabians, cut off Alexander’s head and fent it to Ptolemy, 
who recovering of his wounds, and returning to ns under: 
ftanding, on the fifth day, heard at ohce a moft agreeable hearing 
and faw a moft agreeabe fight, which were the death and the 
head.of Alexander; yet a little after this his joy for the death 
of Alexander, with which he was fo greatly fatisfied, he alfo 
departed this life; Now Alerander, who was called Balas, 
reigned over Alia five years ; as we have elfewhere related. 

y. Bas when Demetrius, who was flyled * Nieator, had take 
en the kingdom, he was fo wicked as to treat Ptolemy’s fol 


© This name Demetrius Nicator, or Demetrius the conqueror, it fo written on his 
coins ffill extant, as Hudfon and Spanheim informs us; the latter of whom gived 
as here the entire infcription, hing Semetrius the God Philadelphus Nicater. 
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diers very hardly, neither remembering the league of mutual 
afliftance that was between them, nor that he was his fon-in. 
Jaw and kiafman, by Cleopatra’s marriage to him, fo the fol- 
diers fled from his wicked treatment to Alexandria, but De- 
metrjus kept his elephants. But Jonathan the high prielt lev-~ 
ted ah army out of all Judea, and attacked the citadel at Jeru- 
falem, and befieged it; it was held by a garnifon οἱ Macedo- 
mians, and by lome οἱ thofe wicked men who had deferted the 
cuitoms of their forefathers. Thefe men at firft defpifed the 
attempts of Jonathan tor taking the place. as depending on its 
ftrength ; but fome of thofe wicked men went out by night, 
and came to Demetrius, and informed him, that the citadel was 
belieged ; who was irritated with what he heard, and took his 
army, and came from Antioch, againft Jonathan. And when 
be was at Antioch, he wrote to him, and commanded bim to 
come to him quickly to Prolemais : Upon which Jonathan did. 
not intermit the fiege of the citadel, but took with him the el- 
ders of the people, and the priefts, and carried with him gold, 
and filver, and garments, and a great number of prefents of 
friendfhip, and came to Demetrius, and prefented him with 
them, and thereby pacified the king’s anger. So he was hon- 
oured by him, and received trom him the confirmation of his 
bigh priefthood, as he had poffeffed it by the grants of the kings 
-hhts predeceffors. And when the Jewilh deferters accufed him, 
Demetrius was fo far from giving credit to them, that when he 
petitioned him that he would demand no more than three hun- 
dred talents tor the tribute of all Judea, and the three topar- 
chies of Samaria and Perea, and Galilee, he complied with 
the propofal, and gave him a letter confirming all thofe grants ¢ 
whofe contents were as follows: ‘“‘ King Demetrius to Jona- 
than his brother, and to the nation of the Jews, fendeth greet- 
ing : We have fent you a copy of that epiftle which we have 
written to Lafthenes our kin{man, that you may know its con- 
tents. King Demetrius to Lafthenes our father, fendeth greet- 
ing : I have determined to return thanks, and to fhew favour 
to the nation of the Jews, which hath obferved the rules of 
jufiice in our concerns. Accordingly I remit it to them the 
three prefectures, Apherima, and Lydda, and Ramatha, which 
have been added to Vadea out of Samaria, with their appurte- 
nances: As alfo what the kings my predeceffors received from 
thofe that offered facrifices in Jerufalem ; and what are due 
from the fruits of the earth, and of the trees, and what elfe 
belongs to us; with the falt pits, and the crowns that uled to 
be prefented to us! Nor fhall they be compelled to pay any 
of thefe taxes from thistime to all futurity. ‘Take care there- 
fore that a copy of this epiftle be taken, and given to Jona- 
than, and be fet up in an eminent place of their holy temple.” 
And thefe were the contents of this writing. And now when 
Demetrius faw that there was peace every where, and that there 
was no danger, nor fear of war, he difbanded the greateft part 


é 
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ot his army, and diminifhed their pay, and even retained in 
pay no others than fuch foreigners as came up with him from 
Crete, and from the other iflands. However, this procured 
him ill-will and hatred from the foldiers ; on whom he beftow- 
ed nothing from this time, while the kings before him ufed to 

ay them in time of peace, as they did before, that they might 
fave their good-will, and that they might be very reaay to un- 
dergo the difficulties ot war, itany occcafion fhould require it. 


CHAP. V. 


How Trypho, after he had beaten Demetrius, delivered the 
Kingdom to Antiochus, the Son of Alexander, and gained Fon- 
athan for his affijiant: And concerning the AGions and Am- 
baffies of Fonathan. | 


41, OW there was a certain commander of Alexander's 

forces, an Apanemian by birth, whofe name was 
Diodotus, and was alfo called Trypho, took notice of the ill- 
will the foldiers bare to Demetrius, and went to Malchus the 
Arabian, who brought up Antiochus, the fon of Alexander, 
and told him what ill-will the army bare Demetrius, and per- 
fuaded him to give him Antiochus, becaufe he would make 
him king; and recover to him the kingdom .of his father. 
Malchus at the firft oppoled him in this attempt, becaufe he 
could not believe him, but when Trypho lay hard at him fora 
long time, he over-perfuaded him, to comply with Trypho's 
intentions and entreaties. And this was the {tate Try pho was 
now in, . 

2. But Jonathan the high prieft, being defirous to get clear 
of thofe that were in the citadel of Jerufalem, and of the 
Jewith deferters, and wicked men, as well as of thofe in all the 
garrifons in the country, fent prefents and ambaffadors to De- 
metrius, and entreated him to take away his foldiers out of the 
ftrong holds of Judea. Demetrius made anfwer, That after 
the war, which he was:now deeply engagedin, was over, he 
would not only grant him that, but greater things than that 
alfo ; and he defired he would fend him fome afliftance; 
and informed him that his army had deferted him. So Jona- 
than chofe out three thoufand οἱ his foldiers, and fent them to 
Demetrius. 

3. Now the people of Antioch hated Demetrius, both on 
accountot what mifchief he had himfelt done them, and be- 
caufe they were his enemies alfo on account ot his father Deme- 
trius, who had greatly abufed them, fo they watched fome op- 
portunity which they might lay hold on, to fall upon him. 
‘And when they were intormed of the affiflance that was com- 
ing to Demetrius trom Jonathan, and confidered at the fame 
tume that he would raifea numerous army, unlefsthey prevent- 
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ed him, and feized upon him, they took their weapons imme. 
- diately, and encompaffed his palace in the way of a fiege, and 
feizing upon all the ways of getting out, they fought to fub- 
due their king. And when he faw that the people of Anti. 
och were become his bitter enerhies, and that they were thus 
in arms, he took the mercenary foldiers which he had with 
him, and thofe Jews who were fent by Jonathan, and affault- 
ed-the Antiochians ; but he was overpowered by them, fot. 
they were many ten thoufands, and was beaten. But when 
the Jews faw that the Antiochians were fuperior, they went 
up to the top of the palace, and thot at them from thence $ 
and becaufe they were fo remote from them by their height, 
that they fuffered nothing on their fide, but did great execu~ 
tion on the others, as fighting from fuch an. elevation, they 
drove them out of the adjoining houfes, and immediately fee 
them on fire, whereupon the flame [pread itfelf over the whole 
city, and burnt it all down. This happened by reafon of the 
elofenefs of the houfes, and becaufe they were generally built 
of wood: So the Antiochians, when they were not able to 
belp themfelves, nor to ftop the fire, were put to flight. And 
as the Jews leaped from the top ot one houle to the top of a- 
nother, and purfued them after that manner, it thence happen- 
ed that the purfuit was fo very furprifing. But when the king 
faw that the Antiochians were very buly in faving their chil. 
dren and their wives, and fo did not fight any longer, he fell 
wpon them in the narrow paffages, and fought them, and flew 
a great many of them, till at laft they were forced to throw 
down their arms, and to deliver themfelves up to Demetrius. 
So he forgave them this their infolent behaviour, and put an 
ἐπ to the fedition : And when he had given rewards to the 
Jews out of the rich fpoils he fad gotten, and had returned 
them thaiiks, as the caufe of his viétory, he fent tem away 
to Jerufalem, to jonathan, with an ample teftimony of the 
affiftance they had afforded him. Yet did he prove an ill man 
to Jonathan afterward, and broke the promifes he had made = 
And he threatened that he would make war upon him, unlefs 
he would pay all that tribute which the Jewith nation owed 
to the firft kings [of Syria]. And this he had done, if Try~ 
pho had not hindered him: and diverted his preparations ἃ“ 
gainft Jonathan, toa concern for his own prefervation : For 
he now returned out of Arabia into Syria, withthe child An- 
tiochus, for he was yet in age but a youth, and put the dia- 
dem on his head : And as the whole forces that had left De- 
metrius, becaufe they had no pay, came to his affiftance, he 
made war upon Demetrius, and joining battle with him, over- 
came him in the fight, and took from him both his elephants 
and the city Antioch. 

4. Demetrius, upon this defeat, retired into Cilicia: But 
the child Antiochus fent ambaffadors, and an epiftle to. Jona- 
en, and made him his trend and confederate, and confirm- 

OL. e . 
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ed te him the high priefthood, and yielded up to him the four: 
prefeftures which had been added to Judea. Moreover, he 
fent him veffels and cups of gold. and a purple garment, and 
gave him leave to ufe them. He alfo prelented him witha 
golden button, and ftyled him: one of his principal friends ; 
and appointed his brother Simon to be the general over the 
forces, from the ladder of Tyre unto Egypt. So Jonathan 
was fo pleafed with thefe grants made him by Antiochus, that 
he fent ambaffadors to him, and to Trypho, and protefled 
himfelf to be their friend and confederate, and faid he would 
join with him in a war againft Demetrius, informing him that 

e had made no proper returns for the kindneffes he had done 
him ; for that when he had received many marks of kindnefs 
from him, when he ftood in great need of them, he. for fuch 
good turns, had requited him with farther injuries. 

5. So Antiochus gave Jonathan leave to raife himfelf ἃ πὰ» 
merous army out of Syria and Phemicia, and to make war a- 
gainft Demetrius’s generals ; whereupon he went in hatte to 
the feveral cities, which received him f{plendidly indeed, but 
put no forces into his hands. And when he was come from 
thence toA fkelon,the inhabitants of Afkelon came and brought 
him prefents, and met him in a fplendid manner. He exhort- 
ed them, and every one of the cities of Celelyria, to torfake 
Demetrius, and to join with Antiochus ; and tn aflifting. him, 
to endeavour to punifh “Demetrius for what offences he had 
been gui iy of againft themfelvés ; and told them there were 
many reafons for that their procedure, if they had a mind {fo 
todo, And when he had perfuaded thofe cities to promife 
their affiftance to Antiochus, he came to Gaza, in order to 
induce them alfo to be friends to: Antiochus; but he found 
the inhabitants of Gaza much more alienated from him than 
he expefted, for they had fhut their gates againft him, and-altho’ 
they had deferted Demetrius, they had notrefolved to join them- 
felvesto Antiochus, This provoked: Jonathan to bétiege them, 
andto harrafstheir country ; for as he fet a part of hisarmy round 
about Gaza itfelf, fo with the reft he over-ran their land, and 
{poiled it, and burnt. what was in it. “When the inhabitants 
of Gaza faw themfelves in this flate of affiion, and. that no 
affiftance came to them from Demetrius, that what diftreffed 
them was at hand, but what fhould profit them was {till ata 
great diftance, and it was uncertain whether it would come at 
allor not, they thought it would be prudent condué to leave 
off any longer continuance with him, and to cultivate friend- 
fhip with the other, fo they fent'to ponathan, and proteffed 
they would be his friends, and afford him affiftance.; for fuch 
is the temper of men, that.before they have had the trial of 
great afflictions, they do not underftand what is for their ad- 
vantage, but when they find themfelves under fuch affli€tions, 
they then change their minds, and what it had been better for 
them to have done before they had been at all damaged, they 
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cheofe to do, but not till after they have fuffered.fuch dama- 
ges. However, he madea league of triendthip with them, 
and took from them hoftages for their performance of it, and 
fent thefe hoftages to Jerulalem, while he went himfelf over 
all the country, as far as Damatcus, 

6. But when he heard that the generals of Demetrius’s for- 
ces were come to the city Cadefh with a numerous army (the 
place lies between the land of the Tyrians and Galilee), tor 
they fuppofed they fhould hereby draw him out of Syna, in 
order to preferve Galilee, and that he would not overlook the 
Galileans, who were his own people, when war was madeup- 
on them, he went to meet them, having left Simon in Judea, 
who raifed as great an army as he was able out of the country, 
- and then fat down before Bethfura, and befieged it, that be- 

ing the ftrongeft place in all Judea ; anda garrifon of Deme- 
trius’s kept it, as we have already related. But as Simon was 
raifing banks, and bringing his engines of war again{ft Beth- 
fura, and was very earneft about the fiege of it, the garrifon 
was afraid left the place thould be taken of Simon by force, 
and they put to the {word, fo they fent to Simon, and defired 
the fecurity of his oath, that they fhould come to no harm 
from him, and that they would leave the place, and go away 
to Demetrius. Accordingly he gave them his oath, and e- 
jected them out of the city, and he put therein a garrifon of 

is own. 

4. But Jonathan removed out of Galilee, and from the wae 
ters which are called Gennetar. for there he was before en- 
camped, and came into the plain that is called Afor, without 
knowing that the enemy was there. When theretore Deme- 
trius’s men knewa day before hand, that Jonathan was com- 
ing againit them, they laid an ambufh in the mountain, who 
were to affault him on the fudden, while they themfelves met 
- bim with an army in the plain: Whicharmy when Jonathan 

faw ready to engage him, he alfo got ready his own foldiers 
for the battle as ‘well as he was able ; but thofe that were laid 
in ambufh by Demetrius’s general being behind them, the Jews 
were afraid left they fhould be caught in the midft between two 
bodies, and perifh, fo they ran away in hafte, and indeed all 
the reft lett Jonathan, but a few there were, in number about 
fifty, who ittaid with him, and with them Mattathias, the fon 
of Abfalom, and Judas, the fon ot Chapfeus, who were com- 
manders of the whole army, Thefe marched boldly. and like 
men defperate, againft the enemy, and fo pufhed them, that 
by their courage they daunted them, and with their weapons 
in their hands, they put them to flight, And when thole {ol- 
diers of Jonathan, that had retired, law the enemy giving way, 
they got together after their flight, and purfued them with 
great violence ; and this did they as far as Cadefh,. where the 
camp of the enemy lay. 


8. Jonathan having thus gotten a glorious vi€tory, and flain 
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two thoufand of the enemy, returned to Jerufalem. So when 
he faw that all his affairs prof{pered, according to his mind, by 
the providence of God, he fent ambafladors to the Romans, 
being defirous of renewing that friendihip which their nation 
had with them formerly. He enjoined the fame ambaffado 
that, as they came back they fhould go to the Spartans, an 
put them in mind of their firendfbip and kindred. So when 
the ambaffadors came to Rome, they went into their fenate, 
and faid what they were commanded by Jonathan the high, 
rieft to fay, how he had fent them to confirm their triend- 
dhip. The fenate then confirmed what had heen formerly de- 
creed concerning their friendthip with the Jews ; and gave 
them letters to carry to all the kings of Afiaand Europe, and 
to the governors of the civies, that they might fafely condu@ 
them to their own country Accordingly as they returned, 
they came to Sparta, and delivered the epiftle which they had 
received of Jonathan to them ; a copy at which here follows z 
** Jonathan the high-prieft of the Jewifh nation, and the fen- 
ate, and body ot the people of the Jews, to the ephort and fen- 
ate, and people of the Lacedemonians, fend greeting : If you 
be well, and both your public and private affairs be agreeable 
to your mind, it is according to our wifhes. We are well al- 
fo. When in former times an epiftle was brought to Onias, 
who was then our high-prieft, trom Areus, who at that time 
was your king, by Demoteles, concerning the kindred that 
‘was between us and you, a copy of which is here fubjotned, 
we both joytully. received the epiftle, and were well pleafed 
with Demoteles and Areus. although we did not need fucha 
demonftration, becaufe * we were fatisfied about it from the 
facred writings, yet did not we think fit firft to begin the claim 
of this relation to you, left we fhould feem too early in taking 
to ourfelves the ἴον which ig now given us by you. [185 ἃ 
long time fince this relation of ours to you bath been renew- 
ed ; and when we upon holy and feftival days, offer facrifices 
to God, we pray to him for your preferyation and vi€tory. 
As to ourfvlves, although we have had many wars that have 
compafled us around, by reafon of the covetoufnefs of our 
neighbours, yet did not we determine to be troublefome either 
to you, or to others that were related to us ; but fince we have 
“now overcome our enemies, and have occafion to fend Nume- 
nius, the fon of Antiochus, and Antipater, the fon of Jafon, 
who are both honourable men belonging to our fenate, to the 
Romans, we gave them this epiftle tofyou alfo, that they might 
yenew that friendhbip which is between us. You will there- 


.” This claufe is otherwife rendered in the fir book of Maccabees, xii.g. For 
that we have the holy books of fertprure in eur hands te comfort us. The Heirew o- 
riginal being loft, we cannot cerainly judge which was the trueft verfion, only the 
coherence favours Jofephus : But if this were the Jews meaning, that they were 
fatusfied out of their Bible that the Jews and Lacedemonians were of kin, that past 
ef their Bible is now loft, for we find no fuch aflertion in our prefent copia, = 
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fore do well yourfelves to write to us, and fend us an account 

of what you ftand in need of from us, fince we are 1n all things 
difpofed to a€t according to your defires.” So the Lacede- 
monians received the ambaffadors kindly, and made a decree 
for friendihip and mutual affiftance, and fent it to yhem. 

g. At this time there were three fects among the Jews, who 
had different opinions concerning human aétions ; the one was 
called the [εξ ot the Pharifees, another the fe& of the Saddu- 
eces, and the other the feét of the Effens. Now for the * Phar- 
ifees, they fay that fome a€tions, but not all, are the work οἵ 
fate and fome of them are in our own power, and that they 
are liable to fate, but are not caufed by tate. But the fe& of 
the Effens affirm, that fate governs all things, and that nothing 
befals men but what is according to its determination. And 
for the Sadducees, they take away fate, and fay there is no 
fuch thing, and that the events of human affairs are not at its 
difpofal, but they fuppofe that all our aétions are in our own 
power, fo that we are ourfelves the’ caufes of what is good, 
and receive what is evil from our own folly. However, I 
have given a more exact account of thefe opinions in the {e- 
cond book of the Jewifh War, 

10. But now the generals of Demetrius being willing to re- 
cover the defeat they had had, gathered a greater army togeth- 
er than they had before, and came againit Jonathan ; but as 
foon as he was informed of their coming, he went fuddenly 
to meet them, to the country of Hamoth, for he refolved to 
give them no opportunity of coming into Judea, fo he pitch- 
ed his camp at fitty furlongs diftance from the enemy, and 
fent out {pies to take a view of their camp, and after what 
manner they were encamped. When his {pies had given him 
full information, and had feized upon fame of them by night, 
who told him the enemy would foon attack him, he, thus ap- 
priled before-hand, provided for his fecurity, aad placed 


“ Thofe that fuppofe Jofepbus to contradi@ himfelf in his three feveral accounts 
of the notions of the Pharilces, this here, and that earlier one, which is the largeft, 
Of the War, B 11. ch. viii § 14. vol. 11. and that later, Antiq. B. XVIII. ch, i. 
§ 3. vol. EI. as if he fometimes (δὰ they iatroduced an abfolute fatality, and deni- 
ec all freedom of human ations, is almoft wholly groundilefs ; he ever, as the very 

. Ἰεατινεὰ Cafaubon here truly obferves, afferting, that the Pharifees were between the 
Effens and Sadducees, and did fo far afcribe all to fate or divine providence as was 
confiftent with the freedom of haman ations. However, their perplexed way of 
talking about fate or providence as ever-ruling all things, made it commonly tho’t 
they were wiiling to excuie their fins by alcribing them to fate, as inthe Apoftolic. 
al Conftitution, B. VI ch vi. Perhaps under the iame general name fome differ. 
énce of opinions in this point might be propagated, as is very common in all pare 
ties, ef{pecially in points of metaph heal fubtility : However, our Jofephus, whe 
in his heart was a great admirer of the piety of the Effens, was yet ip praicea 
Pharifee, as he himlelf informs us, in his own Life, § 2. vol. 11. And his ac. 
count of this do@rine of the Pharitees, is for certain agreeable to his own opinion, 
who ever both fully allowed the freedom of human ations, and yet frongly be- 
Jieved the powerful interpofition of divine providence. Sce conceming this mats 
ἕξι a remarkable claufe, Antiq. B. XVI, ch. xi. § 7. vol. I. 
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watchmen beyond his camp, and kept all his forces armed all 
night ; and he gave them a charge to be of good courage, and 
te -have their sainds prepared to aight in the night time. if they 
Should be obliged fo to do, left their enemies defigns fhould 
feem concealed from them. But when Demetrius’s commaad- 
ors were informed, that Jonathan knew what they intended, 
their counfels were difordered, and it alarmed them to find, 
that the enemy had difcovered thofe their intentions ; nor did 
they expeé to evercome them any other way, now they had 
failed im the fmares they had laid for them, for fhould they 
hazard δ open battle, they did not think they fhould bea 
match ter lanathan’s army, fo they refolved to fly : And hav- 
ing lighted many fires, that when the enemy faw them they 
might fuppofe they were there ftill, they retired. But wher 
onathan came to give them battle in the morning in their 
camp, and found it deferted, and underftood they were fled, 
he purfued them, yet he could not overtake them, for they 
had already paffed over the river Elutherus, and were out of 
danger. So when Jonathan was returned thence, he went in- 
to Arabia, and fought againft the Nabateans, and drove away 
a great deal of their prey, and took [ many | captives, and came 
to Damafcus, and there fold off that he had taken. About the 
fame time it was, that Simon his brother, went over all Judea 
and Palefline, as far as Afkelon, and fortified the ftrong holds : 
And when he had made them very ftrong, both in the edifices 
ereted, and in the garrifuns placed in.them, he came to Jop- 
pa and when he had «aken it, he brought a great garrifon in- 
to it, for he heard that the people of Joppa, were difpofed to 
deliver up the city to Demetrius’s generals. 
az. When Simon and Jonathan had finifhed thefe affairs, 
they returned to Jerufalem, where Jonathan gathered all the 
people together, and tovuk counfel to reftore the walls ef Jeru- 
falem, and to rebuild the wall that encompalled the temple, 
which had been thrown down, and to make the places adjoin- 
ing ftronger by very high towers ; and befides that, to build 
another wall in the midit of the city, in order-to exclude the 
market-place from the garrifon which was in the citadel, and 
by that means to hinder them from any plenty ot provifions ; 
and moreover, to make the fortrefles that were in the country 
much ftronger, and more defenfible, than they were before. 
And when thefe things were approved of by the multitude, as 
rightly propofed, Jonathan himfelt took care of the building 
that belonged to the city, and fent Simon away to make the 
fortreiles in the country more fecure than formerly. But De- 
metrius palled over [ Euphrates, |] and came into Mefopotamia, 
as defirous to retain that country ftill, as well as Babylon ; 
and when he fhould have obtained the dominion of the upper 
provinces, to lay a toundation for recovering his entire king- 
dom ; tor thofe Greeks and Macedonians who dwelt there fre- 
gucuiy icut ambailadors to him, and promifed, that if he 
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would come to them they would deliver themfelves up to him, 
and affift him in fighting againft * Arfaces, the king of the 
Parthians. So be was elevated with ‘thefe hopes, and: came 
haftily tothe, as having refolved. that, if he once over« 
thrown the Parthians,.and gotten an arniy of his own. ke would 
make war againff Try pho,-and eje& him out of Syria ; awd the 
people of that country, received him with great alacrity. So 
he raifed forces, with which he fought againft Arfaces, and 
loft all his army, and was himfelf taken alive, as we have elfe. 
where related. 


CHAP. VE. 


How Fonathan was flain by treackery ; and how thereupon the 
ews made Simon their General and High-prieft : What cour- 
ageous actions alfa he performed, efpecially againft Trypha. 


4 “τ. OW when Trypho knew what had befallen Deme- 
trrus, he was no longer firm to Anttochus; but con- 
trived by fubtilty to killhim, and then take poffeffion of his 
kingdom ; but the fear that he was in of Jonathan was an ob- 
ftacle to this his defign, for Jonathan was a friend to Antioch.’ 
us, for which caufe he refolved firft ἐσ take Jonathan out of 
the way, and then to fet about his defign relating to Antioch. 
us ; but he judging it beft te take him off by deceit and treach. 
ery, came from Antioch to Bethfhan, which by the Greeks 
is called' Scythopoits, at which place Jonathan met him witty 
forty thoufand chofen men, for be thought that he: came to 
fight him ; but when he perceived that Jonathan was ready to 
fight, he attempted to ‘gain him by prefents, and kind treat- 
ment, and gave order to his captains to obey him, and by thefe 
means was: defirous to give afferance of his good-will, and to 
take away all fufpicions out of his mind, that fo. he might 
make him carelefs and inconfiderate, and might take him when 
he was unguarded. He alfo advifed him to difmife' his army, 
becaufe there was no occafion for bringing it with him when 
there was no war, but all wad in peace. However, he deftred 
him to retain a few about him, and go with him to Ptolemais, 
for that he would deliver the city up to him, and would bring 
all the fortreffes that were in the country under his dominion; 
and he told him, that he came with thofe very defigns 
2. Yet did not Jonathan fufpe& any thing at all by this his 
management, but believed that Trypho gave him this advice 


® This king, who was of the famous race of Arfaces, is both here, and 1. Muc. 
xiv. @, called by the family name Ar/aces, but Appian fays, his proper name was 
Phraates. Heis here allo called Ἷν Jofephus the king of the Parthians,.as the 
Greeks ufed to call them, but by the elder author of the firft Maccabees, the king of 
Wie Perfians and Medes, according to the language of the edftexa natioms, See Ada 
tent, Rec. part. 11. p. 1108, an 
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out of kindnefs, and with a fincere defign. Accordingly he 
difmiffed his army, and retained no more than three thoufand 
of them with him, and left two thoufand in. Galilee, and he 
himfelf,’ with one thoufand; came with Trypho to Prolemais Σ 
But when the people of Ptolemais had fhut their gates, as it 
had been commanded by Trypho to do; he took Jonathan a- 
live, and flew all that were with him. He alfo fent foldiers a- 
gainit thote two thoufandthat were left in Galilee, in order to 

eftroy them : But thofe men having heard the report of what 
had happened to Jonathan, they prevented the execution, and 
betore thofe that were fent by Try pho came,they covered theme 
felves with their armour, and went away out of the country. 
Now when thofe that were fent agsinft them faw that they were 
ready to fight tor their lives, they gave them no difturbance, 
but returned back to Try pho. 

4. But when the people of Jerufatem heard that Jonathan 
was taken, and that the foldiers who were with him were def. 
troyed, they deplored his fad fate, and there was earneft inqut- 
ry made about him by every body, anda great and juft fear 
fell upon them, and made them fad, left now they were depriv~ 
ed of the courage and condu& of Jonathan, the nations about 
them fhould bear them ill will ; and as they were before quiet 
en account of Jonathan, they fhould now rife up againft them, 
and by making was with them fhould force them into the ut- 
mot dangers. And indeed what they fufpe€ted really befelk 
them ; for when thofe nations heard of the death of Jonathan, 
they began to make war with the Jews, as now deftitute of a 
governor ; and Try pho himfelf got an army together, and had 
an intention to go up to Judea, and make war againit Xs in- 
habitants. But when Simon faw that the people of Jerufalem 
were terrified at the circumftances they were in, he defired to 
make a fpeech to them, and thereby to render them more refo-~ 
lute in oppofing Try pho when he fhould come againft them. 
He then called the people together into the temple, and thence 
began thus to encourage them : ‘‘ O my countrymen, you are 
not ignorant that our tather, myfelf and my brethren, have 
ventured to hazard our lives and that willingly for the recov- 
ery of your liberty ; fince 1 have therefore {uch plenty of ex- 
amples before me, and we of our family have determined with 
ourfelves to die for our laws, and our divine worthip, there. 
fhall no terror be fo great as to banifh this refolution trom our 
fouls,nor to introduce in its place a love of life,anda contempt 
of glory. Do you therefore follow me with alacrity whither- 
foever I thall lead you, as not deftitute ot fuch a captain as 16 
willing to fuffer, and to do the greateft things for you; for nei- 
ther am I better than my brethren that | fhould be {paring of 
my own life, nor fofar worfe than they as to avoid and retufe 
what they thought the moft honourable of all things, i mean, to 
undergo death tor your laws, and for that worfhip of God which 
ts peculiar to you ; 1 will therefore give fuch proper demon. 


Chap. VI.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. δὲ 


ftrations as will fhew that I am their own brother; and I am 
fo bold as to expect that 1 fhall avenge their blood.upon our 
enemies, and deliver you all with your wives and children, 
from the injuries..they intend againft you, and, with God's 
afliftance, to preferve your temple from deftruétion by them, 
for I fee that thefe nations have you in contempt, as being 
without a governor, and that they thence are encouraged to 
make.war againi{t you.” . 

4. By this ipeech of Simon’s, he infpired the multitude with 
courage, and as they had been before difpirited through fear, 
they were now railed to a good hope of better things, info- 
much, that the whole multitude of the people cried out all at 
once, that Simon fhould be their leader ; and that inftead of 
Judas and Jonathan his brethren, he fhould have the govern- 
ment over them ; and they promifed that they would readily 
obey him in whatfoever he {hould command him. So he got 
together immediately ali his own foldiers tbat were fit for war, 
and made hafte in rebuilding the walls ofthe city, and ftrength- 
ening them by very high and {trong towers ; and fenta friend 
οἱ his, one Jonathan the fon οἵ Abfalom to Joppa, and gave 
him order tu ejeét the inhabitants out of the city, for he was 
atraid left they fhould deliver up the city to Trypho, but he 
himfelf flayed to fecure Jerulalem. 

5. But Trypho removed from Ptolemais with a great army, 
and came into Judea, and brought Jonathan with him in bonds. 
Simon alfo met him with his army at the city Adida, whichis 
upon an hill, arid beneath it lie the plains of Judea. And 
when Trypho knew that Simon was by the Jews made their 
governor, he fent to him, and would have impofed upon 
him by deceit and treachery, and defired, if he would have his 
brother Jonathan releafed, that he would fend himan hundred. 
talents ot filver and two of Jonathan’s fons as _hoftages, that 
when he {hall be releafed, he may not make Judea revolt from 
the king, for that at prefent he was kept in bonds on account 
of the money he had Porrowed of the king, and now owed it 
tohim. But Simon was aware of the craft of Trypho, and 
although he knew that if he gave him the money he fhould 
lofe it, and that Try pho would not fet his brother free, and 
withal, thould deliver the fons of Jonathan to the enemy, yet 
becaufe he was afraid that he thould have acalumny raifed 
againft him among the multitude as the caufe of his brother's 
death, 1 he neither gave the money, nor fent Jonathan’s fons, 
hc gathered his army together, and told them what offers Try- 
pho had made, and added this, that the offers were enfnaring 
and treacherous, and yet that it was more eligible to fend the 
money and Jonathan’s fons than to be liable to the imputation, 
of not complying with Trypho’s offers, and thereby refufing 
to fave his brother. Accordingly Simon fert the fons ot 
Jonathan and the money ; but when Trypho had received 
nem, he did not keep his promile, nor,fet Jonathan free, but, 

OL. 11. ‘ 


. 
«. 


$2 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. [Book XHI 


took his army, and went about all the country, and refolved to 
go afterward to Jerufalem by tne way of Idumea, while Si- 
mon went over againft him with his army, and all along pitch- 
ed his own camp over againit his. 

6. But when thofe that were in the citadel had fent to Try- 
pho, and befought him to make hafte and come to them, and 
to fend them provifions, he prepared his cavalry as though he 
would be at Jerufalem that very night, but fo great a quantity 
of {now fell in the night that it covered the reads, and made 
them fo deep, that there was no pafling, efpecially for the cav- 
alry. This hindered him trom coming to Jerufalem ; where- 
upon Trypho removed thence, and came into Celetyria, and 
falling vehemently upon the land of Gilead, he flew Jonathan 
there, and when he had given order for his burial, he returned 
himfelf to Antioch. However, Simon fent fome to the city 
Baica to bring away his brother’s bones, and buried them in 
their own city Modin ; and all the people made great lamen- 
tation overhim. Simon alfo ereéted a very large monument 
for his tather and his brethren, of white and poiilhed ftone, 
and raifed it a great height, and fo as to be feen along way 
off, and made cloifters about it, and fet up pillars which were 
of one ftonea-piece; a work it was wonderful to fee. More- 
over, he built feven pyramids alfo tor his parents and his breth- 
ren, one for each of them, which were made very {urprifing, 
both for their largenefs and beauty, and which have been pre- 
{erved to this day ; and we know that it was Simon who be- 
flowed fo much zeal about the burial of Jonathan, and the 
building of thefe monuments for his relations. Now Jona- 
than died when he had been high prieft * four years and had 
been alfo the governor of his nation. And thefe were the 
circumftances that concerned his death. 

6. But Simon, who was made high prieft by the multitude, 
on the very firft year of his high priefthood fet his peuple tree 
from their flavery under the Macedonians, and permitted 
them to pay tribute to them no longer; which liberty and 
freedom from tribute they obtained after an + hundred and 


* There is (ome error in the copies here, when no more than four years are af 
cribed to the high priefhood of Jonsthan. We know by Jo‘ephus’s left jewihh 
chronology, Antiq. B. XX. ch. x. vol. 11. that there was an interval of ieven years 
between the death of Alcimus or Jacimus, the laft high prieft, and the real high 
prictthood of jonathan, to whom yet thofe feven years feem here to be afcribedy 
δὲ ἃ part of thtin were ta Judas before, Antiq. B. XI]. ch. x. § 6. vol. 11. Now 
fiance, befides thele seven years interregnum iu the pontificate, wearetold, Antiq.- 
3. XX.ch x, that Jonathan’s real high priefthood lafted feven years more ; the 
two feven years will make up fourteen years, which I fuppofe was Jofephus’s own 
number in this place, inflead of the four in our prefent copies. 

’ + Thefe's 40 years of the Affyrians mean no more, as Jofephus explains himfelf 
bere, than truga the στο of Seleucus, which, as it is known to, have began on the 
. pisth, year before the Chriftian aere, from its {pring in the. firft book of Macca 

ces, and. from its autumn in the fecond book of Maccabees, fo did it not begin at 
Babylon till the next Spring, on the 31 ath'ytar.” Sec Prid. at tht year gis, And it 
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feventy years of the kingdom of the Affyrians, which was af- 
ter Seleucus, who was called Nicator, got the dominion over 
Syria. Now the affe€lion of the multitude towards Simon 
was fo great, that in their contrafts ore with another, and in 
therr public records, they wrote, “ In the ficit year of Simon, 
the benetattor and ethnarch of the Jews ;” for under hrm 
they were very happy, and overcame the enemies that were 
round about them, tor Simon overthrew the city Gazara, and 
por a,and Jamina. He alfo took the citadel of Jerufalem 

y fiege, and caft it down to the ground, that it ‘might not be 
any mere a place of refuge to their enemies when they took 
it, to do them a mifchief, as it had been till now. And when 
he had done this, he thought it their beff way, and moft tor 
their advantage, to level the very mountain itfelf upon which 
the citadel happened to ftand, that fo the temple might be 
higher than it. And indeed, when he had called the multi- 
tude to an affembly, he perfuaded them to have it fo demol- 
ifhed, and this by putting them in mind what miferies they 
had fuffered by its garrifon, and the Jewiih deferters, and 
what miferies they anght hereatter {uffer in cafe any toreigner 
fhould obtain the Kingdom, and put a garrifon into _ that: cita- 
del. This {peech induced the multitude to a compliance, be- 
caufe he exhorted them todo nothing but what was tor their own 
good: Sothey all fet themf{elves to the work, and levelled the 
mountain, and in that work {pent both day and night without 
any intermiffion, whicn colt them three whole years betore it 
was removed, and brought to an entire level with the plain of 
the reft of the city. Atter which the temple was the higheft of 
all the buildings, now the citadel, as weil as the mountain 
whereon it ftood, were demoliiaed: And thefé actions were 
thus performed under Simon. ' 


CHAP. VII. 


How Simon confederated himfelf with Antiochus Pius, and 

q made War againft Irypho ; and a hitle afterward azainft 
Cendebeus, the Genera of Antiochus's Army; As aifo how \- 
mon was Murdered by his fan-tn-law Ptolemy, and that by 
treachery. ᾿ ἘΝ 


ἢ 1, ᾿ NOW a little while after Demetrius had been car- 
ried into captivity, Try pho bis governor, deftroy- 


§s truly obferved by Dr. Hudfon on this place, that the Syrians and A(fyrians are 
fometiines confounded in ancient authors, according to the words of -Jult in the epi. 
fomizer of Trogos Pompeius, who fays, That ‘the Affyrians were afterward 
called Syrians.” B I. ch. xi. See Of the War, B. V. ch, ix. § 4. vol. IL. where 
the Philiitines themfelves, at the very fouth limit of Syria, in its utmoR extent, are 
called Affyrians by Jofephus, as Spanheim obferves. 4 
‘@ It muft here be diligently noted, that jofephus's copy of the fir book of Mae 
exbens, which he had io carefully followed, ard faithfully abridged as fer as the soth 
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ed Antiochus, * the fon of Alexander, who was alfo called . 


+ the God, and this when he had reigned four yeays, though 
he gave it out that he died under the hands of the furgeons. 
He then fent his friends, and thofe that were moft intimate with 
him to the foldiers ; and promifed that he would give them a 
great deal of money if they would make him king. He int- 
mated to them that Demetrius was made a captive by the Par. 
thians ; and that Demetrius’s brother Antiochus, it he tame 
to be king, would do them a great deal ot mifchief, in way of 
revenge for their revolting from his brother. So the foldiers 
in expeation of the wealth they fhould get by beltowing the 
kingdom on Trypho, made him their ruler. However, when 
Try ‘pho had gained the mangement of affairs, he demonftrated 
his difpofition to be wicked ; tor while he was a pnvate perfon 

he cultivated a familiarity with the multitude, and pretende 

to great moderation, and {o drew them on arttully to whatfoev- 
er he pleafed, but when he had once taken the kingdom, he 
laid afide any farther diffimulation, and was true Zrypio, which 
behaviour made his enemies fuperior to him, for the foldiery 
hated him, and revolted !rom him to Cleopatra, the wile af 
Demetrius, who was then fhut up in Seleucia with her chil- 
dren. But as Antiochus, the brother of Demetrius, who was 


werfe of the twelfth chapter, feems there to have ended. | What few things there 
are afterward common to both, might probally be learned by him from fome other 
more imperfect records However we muit exaétly obierve here, what the re~ 
Maining part cf that book of the Maccabees informs us of, and what Jolephna 
would never have omitted, had his copy contained fo much, that thisSimon the 
Ὁ reat, the Maccabee, madea ἰῶσυε with Anuvochus Soter, the for ef Demetrius Soter 
and brother of the other Demetrius, who was now a captive in Parthia, that upan 
his comin, to the crown, about the τ 0th year before the Chriftian aera, he grant 
ed great privileges tothe Jewifh uation, aud to Simon their high prieft and eth- 
march, which privileges Simon fecms to have taken of his own accord about three 
years before, In particutar, he gave him leave to coin money for his country 
with his own flamp; and as conc.ring Jerulaiem, and the fan@uary, that they 
fhould be free, οἵ ἃς the vulzar Jatin hath it, holy and free, τ Maccab. xv. 6, 9 
‘which I taxe to be thetrucr reaciny, as being the very words of his father’s can- 
eeffion offered to Jonathan feveral years before, ch. x. 31. and Antiq. B. XIII. ch. 
ii. 8. 8. vol. II. Now what makes this date, and thefe grants, greatly remarkable 
is the ftate of the remaining genuine fhekels of the Jews with Samaritan charac- 
ters, which feem to have been ("πο of them at leaft) coined in the four firlt ycars 
of this Simon the Afamoncan, and baying upon them thete words on one fide, Fe- 
rufalem the holy, and ou the reverie, In the year of (freedom, 1. Of 2. οὐ 3 OF 4 which 
fhekels therefore are ariginal monuments of thele times, and undeniable marks of 
the truth of the hiftory in thefe chapters, though it be in great mea(ure omitted by 
Jolephus. See Effay on the Old Teft. p 167. 158. The reafon why I rather fup~ 
pofethat his copy of the Maccabees wanted thele chapters, than that his own cop- 
ues are here impericG, is this, that all their contents are not here omitted, though 
mauch the greateft part be, 

* How Trypho killed this Antiochus, the epitome of Livy informs us, chap, 
85: viz. that he corruped his phyficians or furgeons, who fafely pretending to the 
* people that he. was perifhing with the ftone, as they cut him forit, killed him, which 
exadilv agrees with Jofephus. _ 

+ That this Antiochus, the fon of Alexander Balas, was called the God, is evident 
from his coins, which Spanheim affures us bear this infcription, hing ntiochus she 
Ged, Epiphancs the Vidorigus, 
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called Soter, was not admitted by any of the cities on account 
of Trypho, Cleopatra fent to him, and invited him to marry 
her and to take the kingdom. The reafons why fhe made this 
invitation were thefe : That her friends perfuaded her to it, 
and that fhe was afraid for herfelt, in cafe_fome of the people 
of Seleucia fhould deliver up the city to Try pho. 

2. As Antiochus was now come to Seleucia, and his forces 
increaled every day, he marched to fight Trypho ; and having 
beaten him in the battle, he eje€ted him out of the upper Syria 
into Phenicia, and purfued him thither, and befieged him in 
Dora, which was a fortrefs hard to be taken, whether he had 
fled, He alfo fent ambaffadors to Simon the Jewih high-prieft, 
about a league of friendthip and mutual afhiftance : Who readily 
accepted of the invitation, and fent to Antiochus great {ums οἱ 
money, and provifions, for thofe that befieged Dora, and there- 
by fupplied them very plentifully, fo that for a little while he 
was looked upon as one of his moft intimate friends ; but {till 
Try pho fled trom Dora to Apamia, where he was taken during 
the fiege, and put to death, when he had reigned three years. 

4. However, Antiochus forgot the kind affiftance that Simon 
had afforded him in his neceflity ; by reafon of his covetous and 
wicked difpofition, and committed an army of foldiers to his 
friend Cendebeus, ana fent him at once to ravage Judea, and 
to feize Simon. When Simon heard οἵ Antiochus’s breaking 
his league with him, although he were now in years, yet, pro- 
voked with the unjuft treatment he had met with from Antio- 
chus, and taking a refolution brifker than his age could well 

ar, he went like a young man to aét as general of his army. 
He alfo fent his fons before among the moft hardy of his fol- 
diers, and he himfelf marched on with his army another way, 
and laid many of his men in ambuthes in the narrow vallies be- 
tween the mountains ; nor did he fail of fuccefs in any one of 
his attempts, but was.too hard for his enemies in every one of 
them. So he led the reft ot his life in peace, and aid alfo him- 
felf make a league with the Romans. 

4. Now he was the ruler of the Jews in all eight years ; but 
at afeaft came to hisend, It was caufed by the treachery of 
his fon-in-law Ptolemy ; who caught alfo his wife, and put 
two of his fons, and kept them in bonds. He alfo fent fome 
to kill John the third fon, whofe name was Hyrcanus ; but the 

oung man perceiving them coming, he * avoided the danger 

e was in trom them, and made hatte into the city [ Jerufalem, } 
as relying on the good will of the multitude, hecaule of the 


* Here Jofepbus begins to follow, and to abridge the next facred Hebrew book, 
Styled in the end of the firft book of Maccabeus, The Chronicle of John [ Hyrcanus's] 
high pricftheod, but in fome of the Greek copies, the fourth bovk of Maccabeus. ἃ 
Greek verfion of this chronicle was extant not very long ago in the days of Santcs 
Pagninus, and Sixtus Senenfis, at Lyons, though it feems to have been there burnt 
and to be utterly loft. See Sixtus Senenfis’s account of it, of its many Hebraifms, 
and its great agreement with Jofephus's abridgement, in the Authent, Rec. part. I. 
p- 206, 207, 208. 
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benefits they had received from his father, and becanfe of, the 
hatred the fame multitude bear to Ptolemy, fo that when. Ptol- 
emy was endeavouring to enter the city hy another gate, they 
grove him away, as having already admitted of Hyrcanus. 


CHAP. VIII 


«Hyrcanus receives the High Priefthood. qnd ejetts Ptolemy out 
of the Country. Antiochus makes Wor againft Hyrcanus, 
and afterward makes a League with him. 


§ 1. S° Ptolemy retired to one of the fortreffes that was a- 
bove Jericho, which was called Dagon ; But Hyr- 

canug having taken the priefthood that had been his _tather's 
before, and in the firft place propitiated God by facrifices, he 
.then made an expedition againft Ptolemy ; and when he made 
his attacks upon the place, in other points he was too hard tor 
him, but was rendered weaker than he, by the commileration 
he had for his mother and brethren, and by that only, ‘or 
‘Ptolemy brought them upon the wall, and tormented them in 
the fight of all, and threatened that he would throw them down 
_beadlong, unlefs Hyrcanus would leave off the fiege. And as 
he thought that fo tar he relaxed as to the fiege and taking of 
the place, fo much tavour did he fhew to thole that were dear- 
eft to him by preventing their mifery, his zeal about it was 
cooled. However, his mother fpread out her hands and beg- 
ed of him that he would not grow remifs on her account, but 
indulge his indignation fo much the more, and that he would 
do his utmoft to take the place quickly, in order to get their 
enemy under his power, and then to avenge upon him what 
he had done to thofe that, were deareft to bimfeli ; for that 
_death would be to her (weet, though with torment, if that ene- 
my of theirs might but be brought to punifhment for his 
wicked dealings to them. Now when his mother faid fo, he 
refolved to take the fortrefs immediately ; but when he faw 
_her beaten, and torn to pieces, his courage failed him, and he 
_could not but fympathize with what his mother fuffered, and 
was thereby overcome. And as the fiege was drawn out into 
length by this means, that year on which the Jews ufe to reft 
came on, for the ]c+vs obferve this reft every feventh year, as 
they do every feventh day ; fo that Prolemy being * for this 


* Hence we learn, that in the days of this excellent high prieft{ John Hyrcanus 
the oblervation of the Sabhatic year, as jofephus fuppofed, requireda ref} from 
war, as did that of the week/y Sabbath from work : I mean this, unlefs in the cafe 
of necessity, when the jews were attacked by their enemies, in which cafe indeed, 
aod in which alone, they then allowed defenfive fighting to te lawful even on the 
Sabbath-day, as we fee in feveral places of jofephus, Antig. B. ΧΙ]. ch. vi. § a. 
B. XIII. ch. i. § 3. vol. If. Of the War, B. I ch. vii. §g. vol. IIT. But then 
i mult be noted, Bat this reit from war no way appears inthe firft bpok of Mas. 
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caufe releafed from the war, he flew the brethren οἵ Hyrcanus, 
and his mother : And when hehad fo done, he fled to Zeno, 
who was called Cotylas, who was then the tyrant of’ the city 
Philadelphia. : 

2. But Antiochus being very uneafy at the miferies that 
Simon had brought upon him, he invaded Judea in the fourth 
year of his reign, and the firft year of the principality of Hyr- 
canus, in the * hundred and fixty fecond olympiad. And: 
when he had burnt the country, he fhut up Hyrcanus in the 
city, which he encompaffed round with feven encampments, 
but did juft nothing at the firft, becaufe ot the ftrength ct the 
walls, and becaufe of the valour of the beffeged, although they 
were once in want of water, which yet they were delivered’ 
from by a large fhower of rain, which fell at the t fetting of 
the Pleiades, However, about the north part of the wall, where 
it happened, the city was upon a level withthe outward ground, 
the King raifed a hundred towers of three ftories high and 
placed bodies of foldiers upon them, and as he made his attacks 
every day, he cut a double ditch, deep and broad, and confin- 
ed the inhabitants within it as within a wall ; but the befieged 
contrived to make trequent fallies out, and if the enemy were 
not any where upon their guard, they fell upon them, and did 
them a great deal of milchief, and if they perceived they 
then retired into the city with eafe. But becaufe Hyrcanus 
difcerned the ineonvenience ot fo great a number of men in 
the city, while the proviftons were the fooner {pent by them, 
and yet, as natural to fuppofe, thofe great numbers did noth- 
ing, he feparated the ufelefs part, and excluded them out of 
the city, and retained that part only which were in the flower 
of their age, and fit for war. However, Antiochus would not 
Jét thofe that were.excluded go away, who theretore wander- 
ing about between the walls, and confuming away by famine, 
died milerably ; but when the feaff of tabernacles was at hand, 
thofe that were within οἱ mmiierated their condition, and re- 
ceived them in again. And when Hyrcanus fent to Antio- 
chus, and defired there might be a truce for feven days,. be- 


@abees, ch. xvi but the dire€t contrary ; though indeed the jews, in the days of” 
Antiochus Epiphanes, did not venture upon fighting on the Sabbath days, even int 
the defence ef their own lives, till the Afamroneans or Maccabees decre¢d {fo to do, 
a Mac ii. 32—41 Antig, B. XII ch. vid. § 2. 

# Jolephus's copies, both Greed and Latin, have here a grofs miftake, when 
they ἰδ y, that this firit year of John Hyscanus, which we have jut now fen to 
have been ἃ Satbatic year, was in the 16ad olympaid, whereas it was fur certain the. 
fecond year of the 16: ff. See the lide before, B. XII. ch. vii. ἃ 6. " 

+ This heliscal fetting of the Pleiades, or feven flars, was, in τὰς days of Hyrca~ 
ous and folephus, early in the {pring, about February, the time of the latter rein 
ih Judes : and this, fo faras { remember, is the only aftronomical chara&er of 
time, Lefides one eclipfe of the moon inthe reign of Herad, that we meet with ig 
ail Joieohus, the Jews being little accuftomed to affronomical obfervations, any 
farther than tor the ufes of their Aallendar, and utterly forbidden thofe 
afes which the heathens commonly madaof then. 
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caufe of the feftival, he gave way to this piety towards God, 
and made that truce accordingly : And befides that, he fent in 
a magnificent facrifice, bulls with their * horns gilded, with 
all forts of {weet {pices, and with cups of goldand filver. So 
thofe that were at the gates received the facrifices trom thole 
that brought them, and led them to the temple, Antiochus the 
mean while feafting his army ; which was a quite different 
condu& from Antiochus Eptphanes, who, when he had taken 
the city, he offered {wine upon the altar, and: fprinkled the 
temple with the broth of their flefh, in order to violate the 
laws of the Jews, and the religion they derived from their- 
forefathers ; for which reafon our nation made war with him, 
and would never be reconciled to him: But forthis Antiochus, 
all men called him Antiochus the Pious, for the greatzeal he 
had about religion. | 

4. Accordingly Hyrcanus took this moderation of his kind- 
ly ; and when he underftood how religious he was towards: 
the Deity, he fent an ambaflage to him, and defired chat he 
would reftore the fettlements they received from their forefa- 
‘thers, So he rejeftedthe counfel of thofe that + would have 
him utterly deftroy the nation by reafon of their way of liv- 
ing, which was to others unfociable, and did not regard what 
they faid. But being perfuaded that all they did was out of a 
religious mind. he anfwered the ambaffadors, That if the be- 
fieged would deliver up their arms, and pay tribute for Joppa, 
and the other cities which bordered upon Judea, and admit a 
garrifon of his, on thefe terms, he would make war again 
them no longer. But the Jews, although they were content 
with the other conditions, did not agree to admit the garrifon, 
becaufe they could not affociate with other people, nor con- 
verfe with them ; yet were they willing, inftead of the admif- 
fion of the garrifon, to give him hoftages, and five hundred 
talents of filver; of which they paid down three hundred, and 
fent the hoftages immediately, which king Antiochus accept- 
ed. One of thofe hoftages was Hyrcanus’s brother: But itil 
he broke down the tortitications that encompafled the city : 
And upon thefe conditions Antiochus broke up the fiege,. and 
departed. : 

4. But Hyrcanus opened the fepulchre of David, who ex- 
celled all other kings in riches, and took out of it three thou- 
fand talents. He was alfo the firft of the Jews that, relying 
on this wealth, maintained foreign troops. There was alfoa 
league of tricndthip and mutual alliftance made between them : 
Upon which Hyrcanus admitted him into the city, and fur- 
nilhed him with whatfoever his army wanted in great plenty, 


** Dr Hud(on tells us here, that this cuftom of gilding the homs of thofe oxes 
that were to be facrificed, isa known thing both in the poets and orators. 

‘+ This account in Jofephus, that the vre(-nt Antiochus, was perfuaded, though 
itt vain, ‘not to. make peace with the jews, but to cut them off utterly, is fully con« 
Grmed by Diodozus Siculus, in Photius’s extraéts out of his 34th Book. 
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and with great generofily, and marched along wih him when 
he made an expedition againft the Parthians ; of which Ni- 
colaus of Dama‘cus 15. a witnefs for us}; who in tis hiftory 
writes thus : “* When Antiochus had eré@ed a tropay at the 
river Lycus, upon his conqueft of Iridates, the gerieral of the 
Parthians, he ftayed there two days. It was at the defire of 
Hyrcanus the Jew, becaufe it was futh a feftival derived to 
them from their forefzthers, whereon the law of the Jews‘di 
not allow them to travel.” And truly he did not fpeak fatley 
in faying fo ; for that teftival, which we call Pentecoft, did 
then fall out to be the next day to the Sabbath : Nor ie it * 
lawful for us to journey, either on the Sabbath day, or on a 
feftival day. But when Antiochus joined battle with Arfaces, 
the king of Parthia, he loft a great part of his army, and was 
himfelf flain ; and his brother Demetrius fucceeded in the 
kingdom of Syria, by the permiffion of Arfaces, who freed 
him from his captivity, at the λίπα time that Antiochus at- 
tacked Parthia, as we have formerly related elfewhere. 


CHAP. IX: 
How, after the Death of Antiochus, Hyrcanus made an Expedt- 


hon againft Syria, and made a league with the Romans. Con- 
cerning the Death of King Demetrius and Alexander. 


4 1. Bur when Hyrcanus heard of thé death of Antiochus 
he pref ntly made an expedition againit the cities o 
Syria, hoping to find them deftitute of fighting men, and o 
fuch as were able to defend th πη: However, it was rot till 
the fixth month that he took Medaba, and that not without the 
great diftrefs of hisarmy. Alter this he took Samega, and 
the neighbouring places ; and befides thefe, Shechem and 
Gerizzim, and the nation of the Cutheans. who dwelt at the 
temple which Alexander permitted Sanballat, the general of 
his army, to build for the {ake of Manaffeh, who was fon-in- 
law to faddua the high-prieft, as we have formerly related ὁ 
which temple was now deferted two hundred years aiter it 
was built. “Hyrcanus took alfo Dora and Mariffa, cities of 
Idumea, and fubdued all the Idumeans ; and permitted them 
to flay in that country, if they would circumcife their gent- 
tals, and make ufe οἱ the laws ot the Jews ; and they were fo 
defirous of living in the country of their foretathers, that they t 
fubmitted to the οἷς ot circumcifion, and ot the reft of the 


* The Jewg were not to march, or journty on the Sabbgth, or an fuch a great 
feftival a3 was equivalent to the Sabbath, aay farther than a Salbath-day’s journey 
ar 3000 cabits, {ee the note on Antiq. B. XX. ch. vit. fec. 6. Vol. 111. ' 

+ This account of the Idumeang admitting circumcifion, and the eutire Jewish 
Jaw, from this time, or from thé days of Hyrcanus, is conficmed by their entire bit 
tory afterward. See Aotiq, B, xiv ch. viii, (δος 1. B. xv. ch, vis. foc. 9. vol. df, 

ον. Il. M 
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Jewith way-ot living, at which time therefore this befel them, 
that they vere hereafter no other than Jews. 

2, Butdyrcanus the high-prieft was defirous to renew that 
-league οἱ triendthip they had with the Romans : Accordingly 
_he fentan ambaffage to them : And when the fenate had re- 
‘ceived their epiftle, they made a league of friendthip with 

them, after the ranner following ὁ “ Fanius, the fon of Mar- 
cus the pretor, gathered the fenate together on the eighth day 
betore the ides of February, in the fenate-houfe. when Lu- 
cius Manlius, the fon of Lucius, of the Mentine tribe, and 
Caius Sempronius, the fon of Caius, of the Falernian tribe, 
: were prefent. The occafion was, that the ambaffadors fent by 
the * people of the Jews, Simon the fon of Dofitheus, and 
: Apollonius, ἐπε fon of Alexander, and Diodorus, the fon of 
Jafon, who were good and virtuous men, had fomewhat to 
propofe about that league of friendfhip and mutual affiftance 
which fubfifted between them and the Romans, and about o- 
ther public affairs, who defired that Joppa, and the havens, and 
Gazara, and the {prings [of Jordan, ] and the feveral other ci- 
ties and countries of theirs, which Antiochus had taken from 
them in the war, contrary to the decree of the fenate, might be 
reflored to them ; and that it might not be lawful tor the king’s 
troops to pafs through their country, and the countries of 
thofe that are fubjeét to them ¢ And that what attempts Anti- 
ochus had made during that war, without the decree of the 
fenate. might be made void : And that they would fend am- 
bafladors, who thould take care that reflitution be made them 
of what Antiochus had taken from them, and thatthey fhould 
make an eftimate of the country that had been laid waite in the 


Of the war, B, If. ch. iii. § 1. BL IV. ch. iv. § ¢. vol. 11. This, io the opinion 
of Jofephus, made them profelytes of juftice, or entire Jews, as here and elfewhere, 
Anuq. B: XIV. ch. vill. § 2. However, Antigonus, the enemy of Herod, though 
Herod wete derived from fuch a profelyte of juftice for feveral generations, will 
allow him to be no more than an half Few B. XV. ch. xv.§ 2. But ftill take out 
of Dear Prideaux, at the year 129 the words ef Ammonius a gtammarian, which 
fully confirm this account ot the Id umeans in Jofephus : * The Jews, fays he, sre 
fach by nature, and froin the beginning, whilft the Idumeans were not Jews from 
the beginning but Phemicians and Syrians ; but being afterward fuba@ued by the 

ews, and compelled to be circumcifed, and to unite into one nation, and be {ub- 
ject to the fame laws, they werecalled fews’’ Dio alfo fays, as the Dean there 
quotes him, from book XXXVI. p, 97. "" That country is called Judea, and the peo- 
ple Jews ; and this name is given alfo to as many others as embrace their religion, tho* 
οἷο ther nétions.’’ But then upon what foundation fo good a governor as Hyrcan- 
us took upon him to compel thele Idumeans either to become Jews, or to leave the 
country, dcferves great confideration. 1 fuppofe it was becaufe they had long ago 
been driven out of the land of Edom, and had feized on and poffefied the trite of 
Simeon, and all the fouthern parts of the tribe of Judea, which was the peculiar in~ 
heritance of the worfhippers of the true God without idolatry, δὲ the reader may 
learn from Relaad, Palcftine, part I. p. 154, 305. and from Prideaux, δὲ the yeare 
s40and τόρ. 

' In this decree of the Roman Senate, it feems, that thefe ambaffadors were feng 
i rom the peeple of the Jews, as well ag from their prince or high-pricf Fokn Hyrcan, 
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war ; and that they would grant them letters of prote@ion to 


the kings, and free people, in order to their quiet return - | 


home, It was theretore decreed, as to thefe points, to renew 
their league of friendfhip and mutual affiflance with thefe 
good men, and who were fent by a good and α friendly peo- 
ple.” But that as to the letters defired, their anfwer was, that 
the fenate would confult about that matter, when their own af- 
fairs would give them leave and that they would endeavour 
for the time to come, that no like injury fhould be done them : 
And that their pretor Fanius, fhould give them money out of 
the public trea wry to bear their expences home. And thus 
did Faniys difmifs the Jewifh ambafladors, and gave them 
moncy out of the public treafury ; and gave the decree of the 
fenate to thofe that were to conduét them, and to take care 
that they fhould return home in fafety. 

3. And thus ftood the affairs of Hyrcanus the high prieft. 
But as for king Demetrius, who had a mind to n’ake war a- 
gainft Hyrcanus, there was no opportunity nor room for it, 
while both the Syrians and the foldiers bare ill-will to him, 


becaufe he was an 11] man. But when they had fent ambafla-- 


dors to Ptolemy, who was called Phyfcon, that he would fend 
them one of the family οἱ Seleucus, in order to take the king- 
dom, and he had fent them Alexander, who was called Zebi- 
na, with an army, and there had been a battle between them, 


Demetrius was beaten im the fight, and fled to Cleopatra his . 


wife to Ptolemais, but his wife would not. receive him. He 
went thence to Tyre, and was there caught, and when he had 
{uffered much from his enemies before his death, he was {lain 
by them. So Alexander took the kingdom, and made a league 
with Hyrcanus, who yet, when he alterward fought with An- 
tiochus the fon of Demetrius, who was called Gry pus, was al- 
fo beaten in the fight, and lain, 


CHAP. X. 


How upon the quarrel between Antiochus Grypus and Antiochus 
Cyztcenus, about the Kingdom, Hyrcanus took Samaria, and 
utterly demolifhed τὲ; and how tHyrcanus joined himjel} te 
the [et of the Sadducees, and left that of the Pharifees. 


4 1. WHEN Antiochus had taken the kingdom, he was | 


afraid ta make war againft Judea, becaufe he 
heard that his brother by the fame mother, who was allo called 
Antiochus, was raifing an army againit him out ot Cy zteum, 
fo he ftaid in his own land, and refalved to prepare himfe}t for 
the attack he expe&ed from his brother, who was called Cy- 
zicenus, becaufe he had been brought up in that city. He 
was the fon of Antiochus that was called Soter, who died in 


Parthia. He was the brother of Demetrius, the father of 
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. Tripoli, πᾷ committed the profecution of the war again the 
Jews to Callimander and Epicrates. 

᾿ 3 But δὲ to Calltmander, he attacked the enemy too rafhly, 
and was put to flight, and deftroyed immediately ; and as: ta 
Epicrates, he was fuch a lover of money, that he openly be- 
trayed Scythopolis, and other places near ἵν, to the Jews, but 
was not able to make them raife the fiege of Samaria. And: 
when Hyrcanus had taken that city, which was not done till 
atter a year’s fiege, he was not contented with doing. that only, 
but he demolithed it entirely, and brought rivulets to it to 
drown it, for he dug fuch hollows as might let the water run 
under it ; nay, he took away the very marks that there had. 
ever been {uch a city there. Now a very furpriling thing is 
related of this high prieft Hyrcanus, how. God came to dif- 
courfe with him : for they fay, that on the very fame day on 
which his fons fought with Antiochus Cyzicenus, he was a- 
Jone in the temple. as high prieft offering incenfe, and heard 
a voice, that “ his fans had juft then overcome , Antiochus.” 
And this he openly declared betore al] the multitude upon 
his coming. oyt of the temple ; and it accordingly proved 
true: And in this pofture were the affairs of Hyrcanus. 

4. Now it happened at this time, that not only thofe Jews 
who were at Jerufalem and in Judea were in profperity, but 
alfo thofe of them that were at Alexandria, and in Egypt and 
Cyprus, for Cleopatra the queen was at variance with her fon 
Proiemy, who was called Lathyrus, and appointed tor her 

enerals Chelcias, and Ananias, the fons of that Onias who 
Built the temple in the prefecture of Heliopolis, like to that at 
Jerufalem, as we have elfewhere related. Cleopatra intruft. 
ed thefe men with her army ; and did nothing without their 
advice, as Strabo of Cappadocia .attefts, when he faith thus, 
‘** Now the greater part, both thofe that came to Cyprus with 
us, and thofe that were fent afterward thither, revolted to Ptol- 
emy immediately ; only thofe that were called Onias’s party, 
being. Jews, continued faithful, becaufe their countrymen 
Chelcias and Ananias were in chief favour with the queen.” 
‘Thefe are the words of Strabo. . 

5. However, this profperous ftate of affairs moved the Jews 
toenvy Hyrcanus; but they that were the worft difpofed to 
hin were the * Pharifees, who are one of the feéts ot the Jews, 
as we have intormed you already. Thefe have fo greata 


® The original of the Sadducees, as a confiderable party among the Jews, being 
contained in this, and the two following fe&tions, take Dean Prideaux’s note upoh 
this their firt public appearance, which I fuppofe to be true: “"" Hyrcanus, 
{ays he, weit over to the patty of the Sadducees, that is, by embracing their doce 
trin- againgt the traditions of the elders, added to the written law, and made of ee 
qual authority with it, bat not their doftrine againft the refurreétibn and a future 
flare, for this cannot be iuppofed of fo good and righteous a mian as John Hyrcanus 
is fatd to be. It is moft probable, that at this time the Saddacees had gon no far 
her in the do@rines of that (-€& than to deny all their unwritten traditions, which 
the Pharifees were fo fond of ; for Jofephus mentions no other difference at this 
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hatred which he arid his fons met with from the multitude ; 
but of thefe matters we thal] {peak hereafter, What I would 
now explain is this, that the Pharifees have delivered to the 
people a great many obfervances by fucceffion from their 
fathers, which are not written in the laws of Mofes; and for 
that reafon it is that the Sadducces reje&t them, and fay, that 
we are to efteem thofe obfervances to be obligatory which are 
in the written word, but are not to obferve what are derived 
from the tradition of our forefathers. And concerning thefe 
things it is that great difputes and differences have arifen a- 
mong them, while the Sadducees are able to perfuade none 
but the rich, and have not the populace obfequious to them, 
but the Pharifees have the multitude of their fide. But about 
thefe two feéts, and that of the Effens, I have treated accurate. 
ly in the fecond book of Jewith affairs. 

7. But when Hyrcanus had pat an end to this fedition, he 
after that lived happily, and adminiftered the government in 
the beft manner tor thirty-one years, and then * died ; leavin 
behind him five fons. He was efteemed by God worthy o 
the three greateft privileges, the government of his nation, the 
dignity ot the high-priefthood, and prophecy ; for God was 
with him, and enabled him to know futurities ; and to foretel 
this in particular, that as to his two eldeft fons, he foretold 
that they would not long continue in the government of pub. 
lic affairs ; whofe unbappy cataftrophe will be worth our def- 
cription, that we may thence learn how very much they were 
inferior to their father’s happinefs. 


® Here ends the high priefthood, and the life of this excellent perfon John Hyr- 
esnos 3 and together with him the holy theecracy, or divine government of the Jew= 
jah mation, and its concomitant oracle by Urin. Now follows the profane and ty- 
rannical Jewish monarchy, fir of the Aflamoneans or Maccabees, and then of Herod 
the Great, the Idumesn, till the coming of the Messiah. Sce the note on Antiq. 
B. 111. ch. viii. 49. Hear Strabo's tefti on this occafion, B. XVI. page 
76:1, 76s. ‘Thole, fays he, that fucceeded Mofes continued for fome time in 
earneft, both in righteous e&ions, and in piety ; but after a while, there were oth. 
ers that took upon them the high priefthood ; at firft {uperftitions and afterward 
syrannical perfons. Sucha prophet was Mofes, and thofe that fucceeded him, be- 
ginning in a way not to be blamed, but changing for the worfe. And when it o- 
pealy speared that the government was become tyrannical. Alexander was the firft 
that fet up himfelf tor a king inftead of a prieft ; and his fons were Hyrcanus and 
Ariftobulus.” All in agreement with Jolephus, excepting this, that Strabo omits 
the firft king Ariftobalus, who reigned but a fingle year, feems hardly to have come 
to his knowledge. Nor indeed does Ariftobulus, the {on of Alexander, pretend 
that the name of hing was taken before his father Alexander took it himfelf, Antiq. 
B. XIV. ch. iii. § 4. See alfo chap. xii. fec. 3. which favour Strabo alfe. And in- 
deed, if we may judge from the very different characters of the Egyptian Jews ur- 
der high priefis, and of the Paleftine Jews under kings, in the two next centuries 
we may well fuppofe, that the divine Shechinud was removed into Egypt, and that, 
the worthippers at the temple ef Onias were better mea then thoi at the temple pf 
erulalem, 
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CHAP. Xf. 


How Ariflobulus, when he had taken the Government, firft of all 

puta diadem on his head, and was πιο! barbarau/ly cruel te 
his mother and his brethren ; und how, after he had Παιή An- 
tigonus, he himfelf died. 


{ 1. Now when their father Hyrcanus was dead, the eldeft 
fon Ariftobulus, intending to change the govern- 
ment into a kingdom, for fo he refolved to do, firft of ait puta 
diadem on his head, four hundred eighty and one years and 
three months after the people had been delivered from the 
Babytonith flavery, and were returned to their own coun. 
try again. This Ariftobulas loved his next brother Antigon- 
us, and treated htm as his equal, but the others he held im 
bonds. Healfo caft his mother tnto prifon, becaufe the dif. 
puted the government with him, for Hyrcanns had left her to 
e miftrefs of all. He alfo proceeded to that degree of barbar- 
ity. as to kill her in prifon with hanger ; nay, he was alienat- 
ed from his brother Antigonus by calumnies, and added him 
to the reft whom he flew, yet hefeemed to have and affe@tion 
for him, and made him above the reft a partner with him in 
the kingdom. Thofe calumnies he at firft did not give credit 
to, partly bocaufe he loved him, and fo did not give heed to 
᾿ς what was faid againft him, and partly becaufe he thought the 
teproaches were derived from the envy of the relaters. But 
when Antigonus was once returned from the army, and that - 
feaft was then at hand when they make tabernacles to [the 
honour of | God, it happened that Ariftobulus was fallen fick, 
and that Antigonus went up moft fplendidly adorned, and 
with his foldiers about him in their armour, to the temple, to 
celebrate the feaft, and to. put up many prayers for the recoy- 
ery of his brother, when fome wicked perlons, whe hada 
great mind to raife a difference between the brethren, made 
ufe of this opportunity of the pompous appearance of Antigo- 
nus, and of the great actions which he had done, and went to 
the king, and {pitefully. aggravated the pompous thew of his 
at the feaft, and pretended that all thele circum@ances were 
not like thofe of a private perfon ; that thefe actions were in- 
dications of an affection of royal authority ; and that his com- 
ing with a flrong body of men muft be with an intention to 
kill him ; and that his way of reafoning was this, that it wasa 
filly thing in him ; while it was in his power to reign himfelf, 
to look upon it as a great favour that he was honoured with ἃ 
lower dignity by his brother. 
2. Ariftobulus yielded to thefe imputations, but took care 
both that his brother fhould not fufpe& him, and that he him- 
felt might not run the hazard of bis own fafety ; fo he ordered 
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his guards to lie in a certain place that was under ground, 
and dark (he himlelf then lying fick in the tower which was 
called Antonia), and he commanded them, thet in cafe Anti- 
onus came into him unarmed, they fhould not touch any 
ody, but if armed, they fhould kill him ; yet did.he fend to 
Antigonus, an: defired that he would come unarmed; But. 
the queen, and thofe that joined with her in the plotagainft Anti- 
gonus, perluad ¢d the meffenger to tell him the direét contrary 3 
how his brother had heard that he had made himfelf a fine fuit 
of armour tor war, and defired him to come to him in that are, 
mour, thathe might fee how fine it was. So Antigonus fuf- 
pediing no treachery, but depending on the good-will of his 
P rothers came to Ariftobulus armed, as he uled to be, with 
his entire armour, in order to fhew it to him; but when he 
was come at a place which was called Strato’s Tower, where 
the paffage happened to be exceeding dark, the guards flew, 
him ; which death of his demonftrates that nothing is ftrong-. 
er than envy and calumny, and that nothing does more cer- 
tainly divide the good-will and natural affeétions οἱ men than 
thofe paffions. But here one may take occafion to wonder at. 
one Judas, who was οἱ the feét ot the Effens, and who never 
miffed the truth in his predictions ; for this man, wheh he faw 
ntigonus paffing by the temple, cried out to his companions 
and triends, who abode with him as his * {cholJars, in order 
to learn the art of foretelling things to come, “ That it was. 
ood for him to die now, fince he had fpoken falfely about 
j ntigonus, who is ftill alive, and I fee him paffing by, al- 
though he had foretold he fhould die at the place called Stra- 
to’s Tower, that very day, "vhile yet she place is fix hundred 
Turlongs off; where le had foretold he fhould be flain ; and 
Nill this day is a great part of italready paft, fo that he was in 
anger of proving a falfe prophet.” As he was fay ing this, 
and that in a melancholy mood, the news came that Antigo. 
nus was flain in a place under ground, which itfelf was call- 
ed alfo Strato’s Tower, or of the fame name with that Cefarea 
which is feated at the fea. This event put the prophet into a 
great diforder. , . ᾿ 
- 3. But Ariftobulué repented immediately of this flaughter 
of his brother ; on which account his difeafe increafed upon 
him, and μὲ was difturbed in his mind, upon the guilt of {uch 
wickednefs, infomuch that his entrails were corrupted by his, 
intolerable pain, and he-vomited blood: At which time onc 
of.the fervants that attended upon him, and was carrying his 
blood away, did, by divine providence, as cannot με fup. 


* Herce we leatn, that the Effens pretended to have rules whereby mn might 
feretel things to come, and that this Judas the Effen, taught τοῖς rules to his {chol- 
lars : but whether their pretences were of anaftrological or magical nature, which 
μὴ in {uch religious jews, wiio wire uuerly forbidden fuch arts; is no way proba- 

le, orte any Bath Gol, {poken of by the latter Rabbins, or otherwile, Lcaanvt 
tell. See of the War, BIL. ch viii. § τ. vol, {ΠῚ . 
νοι. If. ᾿ " Ν᾿ ᾿ 
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pofe, ‘fipdown, and fhed part of Ins blood at the very place 
where there were {pots of Antigonus’s blood there flain, ftilt 
remamitig ; and when there was a cry made by the {pettators, 
ag if the fervant had: on purpofe fhed the blood on that place. 
Ariftobulus heard it, and enquired what the matter was ? An 
asthey did not anfwer hitn he was the more earneft to know 
what if was, it Betmg natural to men to Προ that what is 
thus cottcealed;.t# very bad: So upon his threatening, and 
fotcing them by terrorsto fpeak, they ar length told htm'the 
truth ; whereupon tle fhed many tears, in that diforder of mind 
which arofe trom his con{cioufnets of what he had done, and 
gave a deep groan, dnd faid, “ I am not therefore, I perceive, 
ts be concealed from God, in the impious and horrid crimes 
¥F have been guilty of, but a fudden punifhment is comin 
upon me forthe thedding the blood of my relations. An 
now, O'théu mot impudent body of mine, how long wlit 
ἀγχοῦ retdin a foul that ought to die, m order to appeaie the 
ghofts of my brother and my mother ? Why doft thou not 
give itall up atonce ? And why do I deliver up my blood 
drop by drop to thofe whom 1 have fo wickedly murdered ?” 
In faying winch laft words, he died, having teigned a year. 
Fie was: called a lover ot the Greciana; and had conterred 
many benefits on his on country, and made war againft Itu- 
rea, and added a great part of irto Judea, and confipelled the 
intrabitants, if they wauld continue tn that ccuntry, to be cir- 
cutcifed, and to live according to the [εν ΜΠ laws. He was 
naturally a man of candour, ἀπά of grear modefty, as Strabo 
bears wittiels, mmthe name of Timagenes ; who fays thus : 
* This man was a perfon of candour, and very ferviceable to 
the Jews, ‘for he added a country to them, and obtained a part 
of the nation of the Itureans for them, and bound them to them 
by the bord of the circumcifion of their genitals.” 


CHAP. XII, 


How Alexander, when he had taken the Government, made an 
Expedition againjt Ptolemais, and then raifed the Siege out of’ 
| fear of Ptolemy Lathyrus ; and how Ptolemy made War a- 
‘gaint him, becaufe he had [ent to Cleopatra to perfuade her to 
make War againjt Ptolemy, and yet pretended to bein Friend. 
Ship with him, when he beat the Jews in the Battk. 


§ 1, W HEN Ariftobulus was dead, his wife Salome, who, 

by the Greeks, was called Alexandra, let his bre- 
thren out of prifon (for Ariftobulus had kept them in bonds, as 
we baye (aid already,) and made Alexander Janneus king, who 
was the fuperior in age, and in moderation. This child παρε 
pened to be hated by his father as foon as he was born, and 
could never be permitted to come into his father’s fight till he 
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died. The occafion of which batred is thus reported : Whea 
Hyrcanus chiefly loved the two eldeft of his fons, Antigonus 
and Ariftobulus, God appeared to him in his fleep, of whom he 
enquired, which of his (ons Should be his fucceflor ? Upon 
God's reprefenting to him the countenance of Alexander, ‘he 
was grieved that he was to he the heir of all his goads, and fuf- 
ered him to be brought up in * Galilee. -However, God did 
not decieve Hyrcanus, for after the death of Ariftabylus, he 
certainly took the kingdom ; and one οἱ his brethren, who af- 
felted the kingdom, he flew, andthe other, who chofe to Jive 
a private and quiet lite, he had in efteem. ἢ 

2. When Alexander Janneus had fettled the government in . 

the manner that he judged beft, he made an expedition again{t 
Prolemais ; and having overcome the men in battle, he faut 
them up in the city, and fat round about it, and befieged it; 
for of the maritime cities there remained only , Ptglemais an 
Gaza tobe conquered, befides Strato’s Tower, and Dora, which 
were held by the tyrant Zoilus. Now while Antiochus Philo- 
metar and Antiochus, who was called Cyzicenus, were making 
war one again another, and deftroying one another's armies, 
the people of Ptalemais could have no affiltance from them ; but 
when they were diftreffed with this fiege, Zoilus, who poleffeg ~ 
Strato’s Tower and Dara, and maintained a legion of foldiers, 
and on accafion οἱ the conteft between the ‘kings, affe&ted tyr. 
anny himfelf, came and brought fome {mall affiffance to the 

eople of Piolemais; nor indeed had the kings fuch atriendthip 

ar them, as that they fhauld hope for any advantage trom them, 
Both thofe kings . were in the cafe of wreftlers, who findin 
themfelves deficient in flrength, and yet being afhamed to yield, 
put off the fight by Jazinefs, and by lying itill as long as thay 
cau. The only hope they had remaining was trom the kings 
of Egypt, and from Ptolemy Lathyrus, who now held Cy prug, 
and who came to Cyprus when he was driventrom the govern, 
ment of Egy pt by Cleopatra his mother: So the people of Pral- 
emais fent.to this Ptolemy Lathyrus, and defired hin to come , 
as a confederate, to deliver them, naw they were in luch. 
ger. .out of the hards of Alexander. And as the ambafladors 

ave him hopes, that if he would pafs aver into,Syria, he would 

ave the people of Gaza on the fide of thofe of Prolemais ; as 
allo they faid, that Zoilus, and befides thefe the-:Sidonians, and 
many others, would affiit them, fo he was.elevated at this, and 
got his fleet ready as foon.as pofhble. 3 

2. But in this interval Demenetus, one that was of abilities 

to perfuade men to da as he would have them, and a leader of 


Φ Thereafon.why Hyrcanes fyffcred not- this fon of his whom ke did not love 
80 come into Jud@a, but ordered him to be-brought up in Galilee, is iuggelled. by 
Dr. Hadlon, that Galilee wes.not ollegmed.fo happy and well cultivated a 
as Judes, Matt. xxvi: 7g. Job. vii. ga AG. ji. 7. although another obvious rafqn 
— ΡΝ wine tarther.qut ot ,his Gghtia Galilee than he would: bave- berm Ὁ 

ig Judeg. 


a 
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the populace, made thafe of Prolemais change their opinions ; 
and faid to them, That “ it was better to run the hazard of be. 
ing fubjeét to the pews than to admit of evident flavery by 
delivering themfelves up to ἃ mafter; and befides that, to 
have not only a war at prefent, but to expeét a much greater 
war from Egypt, for that Cleopatra would rt overlook an 
army raifed by Ptolemy for himfelf out of the neighbourhood, 
but would come againft them with a great army of her own, 
and this becaufe fhe was labouring to eye€t her fon out of Cy. 
rus alfo;'that agfor Ptolemy, if he fail of his hopes, he can 
Still retire to Cyprus, but that they will be lett in the greateft 
danger poffible.” Now Ptolemy, although he had heard of 
the change that was made in the people of Prolemais, yet did he 
ftill go on with his voyage. and came to the cauntry called Sy- 
camine, and there fet his army on fhore, This army of his in 
the whole, hotfe and foot together, were about thirty thoufand 
with which he marched near to Ptolemais, and there pitched 
his camp : But when the people of Prolemais neither received 
his ambaffadors, nor would hear what they had to fay, he wag 
under a very great concern. | . 
4. But when Zoilus and the people of Gaza came to him, 
and defjred his affiftance, becaule their country was laid wafte 
by the jews, and by Alexander, Alexander raifed the fiege for 
‘tear of Ptolemy: And when he had drawn off his army into his 
own country, he ufed a flratagem afterwards, by privately in- 
viting Cleopatra to come againft Ptolemy, but publicly pre- 
tending to defire a league οἱ friendfhip and mutual afliftance 
with him ; and promifing to give him four hundred talents of 
fiver, he defired that, by wav of requital, he would take off 
Zoilus the tyrant, and give his country totheJews, And then 
indeed Ptolemywith pleafure, made tuch a league of friendthip 
with Alexander, and fubdued Zoilus : But when he afterward 
heard, that he had privily fent to Cleopatra his mother, he broke 
the league with him, which yet he had confirmed with an oath, 
and tell upon him, and befieged Prolemais, becaufe it would 
not receive him, However, leaving his generals with fome 
‘part of his forces, to go on with the fiege, he went himfelt 1m- 
inediately with the reit to lay Judea wafte; and when Alexan- 
der underftood this to be Ptofemy’s intention, he alfo got tg- 
gether about fifty thoufand foldiers out of hisown country ; 
nay, * as fome writers have faid, eighty thoufand. _ He then 
took his army, and went to meet Ptolemy ; but Ptolemy fell 
upon Afochis, a city of Galilee, and took it by farce on the 


* From thefe, and other occafional expressions, dropped by jokphas, we may 

Fearn, that where the tacred beoks of the Jews were deficient, he had feveral other 

hiftories then extant, but now moft of them loft, which he faithfully followed ia 

his own hiftory : Nor indeed have we any other records of thofe times, relating te 

Judea, that can be compared to thefe accounts of Jofephus, though when we de 

tite authentic fragments of {uch original recorda, they almoft always confirm, 
sis biftory. 
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Sabbath-day, and there he tdok about ten thoufand flaves, and 
a great deal of other prey. 

ς. Hethen tried to take Sepphoris, which’ was a city not 
far trom that which was deftroyed, but Joft many of his men; 
yet did he then go to fight with Alexander, which Alexander 
met him at the river jordan, near a certain place called Sap- 
hoth,{not far from the river Jordan,] and pitched his camp 
near to the enemy, He had however eight thoufand in the 
firit rank. which he fliled Hecatoniomach:, having fhields of 
brafs. Thofe in the firft rank of Ptolemy’s foldiers, alfo had 
fhrelds covered with brafs: But Ptolemy’s foldiers, in other 
re{peéts were inferiorto thofe of Alexander, and therefore 
were more fearful of running hazards ; but Philoftephanus 
the camp-mafter, put great courage into them, and ordere 
them to pafs the river, which was between their camps : Nor 
did Alexander think fit to binder their paflage over ‘it. for he 
thought, that if the eneiny had once gotten the river on their 
back, ehat he fhould the eafier take them prifoners, when they 
could not flee out of the battle : In the beginning of which, 
the acts on both fides with their hands, and with their alacri- 
ty, were alike, and a great flaughter was made by both the ar- 
mies, but AJexander was fuperior, till Philoftephanus oppor- 
tunely brought up the auxiliaries to help thole that were giv- 
ing way ; but as there were no auxiliaries to afford help tothat 
part ot the Jews that gave way, it fell out that they fled, and 
thofe near them did not affift them, but fled along with them. 
However, Prolemy’s foldiers atted quite otherwife ; for they 
followed the Jews, and killed them, till at length thofe that 
flew them purfued after them, when they had made them all 
run away, and ilew them fo long, that their weapons of iron’ 
were blunted, and their hands quite tired with the flaughter ; 
for the report was, that thirty thoufand men were then flain. Ti. 
magenes fays they were filty thoujand. As for the reft, they: 
were part of them taken captives, and the other part ran away 
to their own country. . 

6. After this viétory, Ptolemy over-ran all the country ; 
and when night came on he abode in certain villages of Judea, 
which when he found tull of women and children, he com. 
manded his foldiers to ftrangle them, and to cut them in pie. 
ces, and then to caft them into boiling caldrons, and then to 
devour their limbs as facrifices. is COMmandment was 
given, that fuch as fled trom the battle, and came to them, 
might juppofe their enemies were cannibals, and eat men’s 
fleth, and might on that account be ftill more-terrified at them 
upon fuch a fight. And both Strabo and Nicholaus [of Da. 
ma{cus| affirm, that they ufed thefe people after this manner, 
as Ihave already related. Ptolemy alfo took Ptolemais by 
for ge, as we bave declared elfewhere. 
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CHAP. ΧΗ. 


Bow Alexander, upon the league of mutual defence which Clee- 
patra had agreed with kim, mads an Ex dan againft Cele- 
Syria, and utierly averthvew the City of Gaza ; and how 

many ten thoujands of Jews that rebelled ageinft him > 
Alfo concerning Antiachus Grypus, Seleucus, Antsochus Cyzi- 
senus, and Autiochys Pius, and others. 


§ 1. WHEN Cleopatra faw that her fom was grown great, 
and laid Judea wafte, without difturbance, and 
had gotten the city οἱ Gaga under his power, the refolved no 
longer to ovcriodk what he did, when he was almof at her 
gates ; and fhe concluded, that naw he was fo much Rronger 
than before, he would be very defirous of the dominion over 
the Egyptians, but fhe immediately marched againft him with 
a fleet atfea, and an army of foot on land, and made Chelcias 
and Ananias the Jews, generals of her whole army, while fhe 
fent the greateft part of her riches, her grand-children, and her 
teftament, to the people of * Cos. Cleopatra allo ordered hear 
fon Alexander to fail with a great flcet to Phenicia; aad when 
that cowntry had revolted, fhe.came to Ptolemais ; and because 
the p¢aple οἱ Ptolemais did not receive her, the befieged the 
city; but Ptolemy went out of Syria, and made hafte unto 
Egret, {uppofing that he fhould find it deftitute of an stmy, 
oon take it, though be failed of his hopes. Atthia time 
Chelcias, one of Cleopatra's generals, happened to die in Cee 
lefyria, ashe was in purfuit of Ptolemy. 

2. When Cleopatra heard of her fon’s attempt, and that his 
Egyptian expedition did not fucceed according to bis expect. 
ations, fhe fent thither part of her army, and drove him out of 
that country ; fo when he was returned out of Egypt again, 
he abode during the winter at Gaza, in which time Cleopatra 
took the garrifon that was in Prolemais by fiege, as well.as the 
onty : And when Alexander came to her, he gave her prefents, 
and fuch marks.of refpe@ as were but proper, fiance under the 
mifertes he endured by Prolemy., he had no other refuge dut 
her. Now there were fome of her friends who perfuaded her 
to ἔειπε Alexander, and to overrun and take paffeflion οἱ the 
country, and not to fit ftill:and fee fuch a multitude of brave 
Jews fatye@:to one man. But Ananias’s counfel was contra- 
ry to therrs who (διά, that “‘ fhe -would do an unjuft a@ion if 

deprived a-‘man that was her ally of that. authority which 


* This oily oF iflgnd Gos, .is not-that temsate iflend ἐμ the Zgeen ‘fea, famow for 
the birth of the great Hyppocrates, but a city or ifland of tlie lame name adjoining 
to Egypt, mentioned both by Stephanus and Prolemy, as Dr. Hudfon informs us. 
Of which Cos, and the trealures there laid up by Cleopatra and the Jews, foa 
Anta. B. XIV. ch vii. § α. 
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belonged to him, atid this a mart who i& related to us; for, 
fard he, 1 would not have thee ignorant ot this, that what in- 
juftice thou doft to him will make all us thatare Jews to be thy 
enemies.” This defire of Anariias’s Cleopatra complied with 
and did no injury to Alexander, but made a Jeague of mutu 
affiftance with him, at Scythopohs, a city of Celefyria. 

3. So when Alexander was delivered from the tear he was 
m of Prolemy , he prefently made an expedition againft Cele. 
fyrta. Healfo took Gadara after a fege of ten months. He 
took alfo Amiathus, a very ftrong fortrels belonging to the in- 
habitants above fotdan, where Theodorus the fon of Zeno, 
had hie chief treafure, and what he efeemed moft precious. 
This Zeno fell unexpe&edly upon the Jews, and flew ten 
thoufand of them, and feized upott Alexander's baggage : Yet 
did not this misfortane terrify Alexander, but he made an ex- 
pedition upon the maritime parts of the country, Raphia and 
Asthedon, (the name of which king Herod afterwards chang- 
ed to Agrippias,) and took even that by force; but wher 
Alexander faw that Ptolemy was retired from Gazato Cyprus, 
and his mother Cleopatra was returned to Egypt, he grew an- 
gry at the people of Gaza, becaufe they had invited Ptolemy 
to affifl them, and befieged their city, and ravaged their coun. 
try. But as Apallodotus, the general of the army of Gaza, 
fell upon the camp of the Jews by night, with two thoufand 
foreign, and ten thoufand of his own forces, while the night 
lated, thofe of Gaza prevailed, becaule the enemy was made 
to believe that τι was Ptolemy who attacked them; but wher 
day was come on, and that miftake was corre€ted, and the Jews 
knew the truth of the matter, they came back again and fell 
upon thofe of Gaza, and flew of them about a thoufand: Bue 
as thofe of Gara ftoutly refifted them, and would not yield 
for either their want of any thing, nor for the great multitude 
that were flain, for they would rather fuffer any hardthip what- 
ever, than cotne under the power of their enemies, Aretags, 
king of the Arabians, a perfn then very illuftrious, encour- 
aged them to go on with alacrity, and promifed them that he 
would come to their affiftance ; but it happened, that before he 
came, Apollodotus was flain. for his brother Lyfimachus en- 
vying him for the great reputation he had gained among the 
citizens, flew him, and got the army together, and delivered 
up the city to Alexander, who, when he came in at firft, lay 
quiet, but afterward {et his army upon the inhabitants of Gaza, 
and gave them leave to punith them ; fo fome went one way, 
and fome went another, and flew the inhabitants of Gaza; yet 
were not they of cowardly hearts ; but oppofed thofethat came 
to flay them, and flew as many of the Jews; and fome of them, 
when they faw shemfelves deferted, burnt their own houles 
that the enemy might get none of their {poils; nay fome of 
them with their-own hands, flew their children and their 
wives, having no other way but this of avoiding flavery tor 
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them ; but the fenators, whe were in all five hundred, fled to 
Apollo’s temple (for this attack happened to be made as they 
were fitting.) whom Alexander flew ; and when he had utter- 
ly overthrown their city, he returned to Jerafalem, having 
fpent a year in that hiege. | . ᾿ 

4. About this very time * Antiochus, who was called Gry = 
pus died. His death was caufed by Heracleon’s treachery, 
when he had lived forty-five years, and had reigned t twenty- 
nine. His fon Seleucus {ucceded him in the kingdom; and 
made war with Antiochus, bie father’s brether, who was eal- 
led Antiochus Cyzicenus, and beat him and took him prif- 
oner, and flewhim. But atter_a while ¢ Antiochus, the fom 
of Cyzicenus, who was called Pius, came to Aradus, and put 
the diadem on his own head ; and made war with Seleucus, 
and beat him and drove him out of all Syria, .-But when he 
fled out of Syria, he came to Mopfucftia again, and levied 
money upon them; but the poeple of Mopfueftia had indig- 
nation at what he did, and burnt down his palace, and flew 
him, together with his friends. But when Antiochus the for 
of Cyzicenus, was king ot Syria, || Antiochus the brother of 
Seleucus, made war upon him and was overcome, and deftroy = 
ed, he and his army. After him, his brother Philip put οἷς 
the diadem, and reigned over fome part af Syria; but Ptole- 
my Lathyrus fent for his fourth brother Demetrius, who was 
called Eucerus, from Cnidus, and made him king οἱ Damaf- 
cus, Both thefe brothers did Antiochus vehemently oppofe, 
but prefently died ; for when he was come as an auxiliary to 
Laodice { queen of the Gileadites when the was making war 
againft the Parthians, and he was fighting courageoufly he fell, 
while Demetrius and Philip governed Syria, as hath been 
elfewhere related. } 

5. Asto Alexander, his own people were feditious againf 
him ; for at a feftival which was then celebrated, when he 
Rood upon the altar, and was going to facrifice, the nation 


* This account of the death of Antiochus Grypas is confirmed by Apvian, Syr~ 
lac. p. 132. here cited by S panheim. 

" t Porphyry fays, that this Antiochus Grypus reigned but 26 years, 2s Dr. Huds 
fon obferves. 

Φ The copies of Jofephus, both Greek, and Latin, have here fo grofsly falfe s 
Yeading, datiochus and Antoninus, os Antonius Pius, for Antiochus Pius, that the ede 
itors are forced to corre€t the text from the other hiflorians, who all agree chat δὶς 
King’s name was nothing more than datiochus Piss. 

{| Thefe two brothers, Autiochus and Philippus, are called teins by Porphyry Σ΄ 
the fourth brother was Kins vf Damaicus: Soth which are the obfervations of 
Spanheim. 

4 This Laodicea wasacity of Gilead beyond Jordan. However, Porphyrg¢ 
fays, that this Antiochus Pius did not dic in this battle, but running away was 
drowned in the river Orontes. Appian fays, that he was deprived of the kingdony 
of Syria by Tigranes ; but Porphyry makes this Laodice Qneen of the Calamans ; 
ΑἸ which is noted bySpanheim ἴπ fuch confution of the later hiftorians, we 
fae ne teafon to prefec any oF thein before jofephus, who had original ones bee 

τς him. 
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rofe upon him, and pelted him with citrons, [which they then 
had in their hands, becaufe, the law of the Jews required, that 


at thé feaft of tabernacles evéry one fhould have branches οἱ 


the palm-tree and citron-tree ; which thing we have elfewhere 
related. They alforeviled him, as * derived from a captive, 
and fo unworthy of his dignity, and of facrificing, At this he 
was in a rage, and flew ot them about fix thoufand. He alfo 
built a partition wall of wood round the altar, and the temple, 
as far as that partition within which it was only lawful for the 

riefts to enter, and by this means he obftru€ted the multitude 

rom coming at him, He alfo maintained foreigners οἱ Pifi- 
diz and Cilicia, for as tothe Syrians, he was at war with 
them, and fo made no ufe of them. He alfo overcame the A- 
rabians, fuch as the Moabites, and Gilead and made them 
bring tribute. Moreover, he demolifhed Amathus, while 
Theodorus durft not fight with him ; but as he had joined bat- 
tle with Obedas, king of the Arabians, and tell into an ambulh 
in the places that were rugged and difficult to be travelled o- 
ver, he was thrown down into a deep valley, by the multitude 
of the camels at Gadara, a village of Gilead, and hardly efcap- 
ed with his life. From thence he fled to Jerufalem, where, 
befides his other ill fuccefs, the nation infulted him, and he 
fought apainft them for fix years, and flew no fewer than fifty 
thoufand of them. And when he defired that they would de- 
ΠῚ from their ill will to him, they hated him fo much the 
ynore, on account of what had already happened ; and when 
he had afked them what he ought to do ? they all cried out, 
that “‘ he ougnt to kill himfelf.” They alfo fent to Demetrius 
Eucerus, and defired him to make a league of mutual defence 
with them. 


How Demetrius Eucerus overcame Alexander, and yet ina lit- 
tle time retired out of the Country for fear of the fews : As 
alfo how Alexander flew many of the fews, and t.creby got 
clear of his troubles. Concerning the Death of Demetrius, 


§ 1. S° Demetrius came with an army, and took thofe that 

invited him, and pitched his camp near the city She- 
chem ; upon which Alexander, with his fix thoufand two hun- 
dred mercenaries, and about twenty thoufand Jews, who were 
of his party, went againft Demetrius who had three thoufand 


horfemen, and forty thoufand footmen. Now there were great 


* This reproach upon Alexander, that he was (prung from ἃ captive, feems only 
the repetition of the old Pharilaical calumny upon his father, chap. x. § 5. 

+ This Theodorus was the fon ef Zeno, and was in poffession of Amathus, as 
‘we learn from § 4. foregoing. 


νοι. II. 
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endeavours ufed on both fides, Demetrius trying to bring off 
the mercenaries that were with Alexander, becaufe they were 
Greeks, and Alexander trying to bring off the Jews that were 
with Demetrius. However, when neither of them could per- 
fuade them fo to do, they came to a battle, and Demetrius was 
the conqueror in which all Alexander’s mercenaries were kill- 
ed, when they had given demonftration οἱ their fidelity and. 
courage. A great number of Demetrius’s foldiers were flain 
alio. 

2. Now as Alexander fled to the mountains fix thoufand of 
the Jews hereupon came together, [from Demetrius] to him, 
out of pity at the change of his fortune : Upon which Dem- 
etrius was afraid, and retired out of the country ; after winch 
the Jews fought againft Alexander. and being beaten, were 
flain in great numbers in the feveral battles which they had = 
And when he had fhut up the moft powerful of them in the 
city Bethome, he befieged them therein; and when he had 
taken the city, and gotten the men into his power, he brought 
them to Jerufalem, and did one of the moft barbarous a€tions 
in the world to them ; for as he was feafting with his concu- 
bines, in the fight of all the city, he ordered about eight hun- 
dred of them to be crucified, and while they were living, he 
ordered the throats of their children and wives to be cut before 
their.eyes. This was indeed by way of revenge for the inju- 
ries they had done him ; which punifhment yet was of an in- 
human nature, though we {uppofe that he had been never fo 
much diftreffed, as indeed he had been, by his was with them, 
for he had by their means come to the laft degree of hazard, 
both of his life and of his kingdom, while they were not fatis- 
fied by themfelves only to fight againft him, but introduced 
foreigners alfo tor the fame purpofe ; nay, at length they re- 
duced him to that degree of neceflity, that he was forced to 
deliver back to the king of Arabia the land of Moab and Gil- 
ead, which he had fubducd, and the places that were in them, 
that they might not join with them in the war againft him as 
they had done ten thoufand other things that tended to affront 
and reproach him. However, this barbarity feems to have 
been without any neceffity, on which account he bare the name 
of a * Thracian among the Jews ; whereupon the foldiers that 
had fought againft him being about eight thoufand in number, 
ran awa by. night, and continued ‘fugitives all the time thae 
Alexander lived ; who being now freed from any further dif- 
turbance from them, reigned the reft of his time in the utmoit 
tranquility. 

. But when Demetrius was departed out of Judea, he went 
to Berea, and befieged his brother Philip, having with him ten 


* This name Thracida, which the Jews gave Alexander, muft, by the coherence, 


denote as barbarous ay a Thracian, or fomewhat like it ; but whatit properly fig~ 
sites is not known, 
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thoufand footmen, and a thoufand horfemen. However, Stra- . 
to the tyrant of Berea, the confederate of Philip, called in Zi- 
zon, the ruler of the Arabian tribes, and Mauthridates Sinax, 
the ruler of the Parthians, who coming with a great number 
of forces, and befieging Demetrius in his encampment, into 
which they had driven him with their arrows, they compelled 


thofe that were with him by thirft to deliver up themfelves. 


So they took a great many fpoils out of that country, and De- 
metrius himfelf, whom they fent to Mithridates, who was then 
king of Parthia, but as to thofe whom they took captives of 
the people of Antioch, they reftored them to the Antiochians 
without any reward. Now Mithridates, the king of Parthia, - 


. had Demetrius in great honour, till Demetrius ended his life 


by ficknefs. So Philip, prefently after the fight was over, 
came to Antioch, and took it, and reigned over Syria. 


CHAP. XV. 


How Antiochus, who was called Dionyfus, and after him Are- 
tas, made Expeditionsinto Judea; as alfo how Alexander took 
many cities, and then returned to Ferufalem, and after a fick- 
nefs of three years died ; and what counfel he gave to Alex- 
andra. 


§ 1. FTER this, Antiochus, who was called * Diony fus, 
and was Philip’s brother, afpired to the dominion 
and came to Damafcus, and got the power into his hands, an 
there he reigned : But as he was making war againit the Ara- 
bians, his brother Philip heard of it, and came to Damafcus, 
where Milefius, who had been left governor of the citadel, and 
the Damafcens themfelves, delivered up the city to him; yet 
becaufe Philip was* become ungratetul to him, and had be. 
ftowed upon him nothing of that in hopes whereof he had re- 
ceived him into the city, but had a mind to have it believed 
that it was rather delivered up out of fear than by the kind- 
nefs of Milefius, and becaufe he had not rewarded him as he 
ought to have done, he became {ufpef&ted by him, and fo he 
was obliged to leave Damafcus again ; for Milefius caught 
him marching out into the Hippodrome, and fhut him up in 
it, and kept Damafcus for Antiochus [{Eucerus, | who hearin 
how Philip’s affairs flood, came back out of Arabia. He alfa 
came immediately, and made an expedition againft Judea, 
with eight thoufand armed footmen, and eight hundred horfe- 
men. So Alexander, out of fear οἱ his coming, dug a deep 
ditch, beginning at Chabarzaba, which is now called Aatipa- 


® Spanheim takes notice, that this Antiochus Dionyfus [the brother of Philip, ἢ 
and of Dem: trius Eucerus, gnd of two opens | Was the fifth fon of Antiochus Gry- 
pus ; κοῦ thet he is flyled on the coins, Antiochus Epiphancs Diony/us, 
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tris, to the fea of Joppa, on which part only his ὅν could 
be brought againit him. He alfo raifed a wall, and ereéted 
wooden towers, and intermediate redoubts, for ome hundred 
and fifty furlongs in length, and there expeéted the coming of 
Antiochus, but: he foon burnt them all, and made his army pafs 
by that way into Arabia. The Arabian king [ Aretas] at firft 
retreated, but afterward appeared on the fudden with ten thou- 
fand harfemen. Antiochus gave them the meeting, and tought 
defperately ; andindeed whenhe had gottenthe vittory, and was 
bringing {ome auxiliaries to that part ot his army that was in 
giftrefs, he was (lain. When Antiochus was fallen, his army 
fled to the village Cana, where the greateft part of them per- 
ifhed by famine. | 

2. After him * Aretas reigned over Celefyria, being called 
to the government by thofe that held Damafcus, by reafon of 
the hatred they bare to Ptolemy Menneus. He alfo made 
thence an expedition againft Judea, and beat Alexander in 
battle, near a place called Adida, yet did he, upon certain 
conditions agreed cn between them, retire out of Judea, 

2. But Alexander marched again to the city Dios. and toak 
it; and then made an expedition againft Effa, where was the 
belt part of Zeno’s treafures, and there he encompaffed the 
place with three walls ; and when he had taken the city by 

ghting, he marched to Golan and Seleucia: And when he 
had taken thefe cities, he, befideg thern, took that valley which 
is called the valley of Antiochus. as alfo the fortrefg οἵ Gama- 
la. Healfo accufed Demetrius, who was governor of thofe 
places, of many crimes, and turnéd him out: And after he 
had {pent three years in this war he returned to his own coun- 
try, when the Tews joytully received him upon this his good 

uccefs. 

4. Now at this time the Jews were in poffeffion of the fol- 
lowing cities that had belonged to.the Syrians, and Idumeans, 
and Phenicians : At the fea fide, Strato’s tower, Apollonia, 
Joppa, Jamnia, Afhdod, Gaza, Anthedon, Raphia, and Rhi- 
nocolura ; in the middle of the country, near to Idumea, A- 
dora, and Mariffa ; near the country of Samaria, mount Gar- 
mel, and mount Taber, Scythopolis, and Gadara; of the 
country of Gaulonites, Seleucia, and Gabala ; in the coun- 

try of Moab, Hefhbon and Medaba, Lemba, and Oronas, 
Gelithon, Zara, the valley of the Cilices, and Pella; which 
laft they utterly deftroyed, becaufe: its t inhabitants would 
not bear to change their religious rites far thofe peculiar to 


4 This Aretas was the πτῇ king of the Arabians who teok Demafcus, and reign- 
ed there: Which name became afterwards common to fuch Arabian kings, both 
at Petra and at Damafcus, as we learn from Jofephus in many places, and from δὲ. 
Paul, 2 Cor. xi. ge. See the noteon Antiq. B. XVI. ch. 1x. § 4. 

+ We may here, and elfewhere, take notice, that whatever countries or cities the 
A famoneans conquered from any of the neighbouring nations, or whatever countr:s 
ΟΣ cities they gained from them, that had not belonged to them before, they, aftes 
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the Jews. The Jews alfo poffeffed others of the principal 
cities of Syria, which had been deftroyed. 
5. After this. king Alexander, although he fell intoa dif- 

temper by hard drinking, and had a quartan ague, which held 
him three years, yet would not leave off going out with his ars 
my, fill he was quite {pent with the labours he had undergone, 
and died in the bounds of Ragaba, a fortre{s beyond Jordan. 
But when his Queen faw that he was ready to die, and had no 
longer any hopes of furviving. fhe came to him weeping, and 
lamenting, and bewatling herfelt, and her fons, on the defo- 
late condition they fhould be left in: And faid to him, “ To 
whom doft thou thus leave me, and my children, who are 
deftitute of all other fupports, and this when thou knowelt how 
much ill-will thy nation bears thee ?” But he gave her the tol- 
lowing advice, ‘f That fhe need but follow what he would fug- 
geft to her, in order to retain the kingdom fecurely, with her 
children, .that ihe fhauld conceal his death from the foldiers 
till fhe fhould have taken that place ; after this, fhe fhould go 
in triumph, as upona vittory, to Jerufalem, and put fome 
of her authoritv into the hands ot the Pharifees, for that they 
‘would commend her for the honour fhe had done them. and 
would reconcile the nation ta her; for he told her, they had 
authority among the Jews, both to do hurt to fuch as they ha- 
ted, and to bring advantages to thofe to whom they were triend- 
ly difpofed, tor that they are then believed beft of all by the 
multitude when they {peak any fevere thing againft others, 
though it be only outofenvy atthem. A i he faid, that it 
was by their means that he had incurred the difpleafure ot the 
nation, whom indeed he had injured, Do thou, therefore, 
faid he, when thou art come to Jerufalem, fend for the leading 
men among them, and fhew them my body, and with great ap- 

earance οἱ fincerity, give them leave to ufe it as they them- 
felves pleafe, whether they will difhonour the dead body by 
refufing it burial, as having feverely fuffered by my means, or 
whether in their anger they will offer any other injury to that 
body. Promife them alfo, that thou wilt do nothing without 
them in the affairs of the kingdom. If thou doft but fay this 
to them, I fhal] have the honour of a more glorious funeral 
from them than thou couldft have made for me: .And when it 
is in their power to abufe my dead body, they will dq it no in- 
jury at all, and thou wilt rule in fafety *.” So when he had 


the days of Hyrcanns, compelled the inhabitants to leave their idolatry, and intirely 
to receive the law of Mofes, as profelytes of Juftice, or elfa banifhed them into o- 
ther lands. That excellent prince, John Hyrcanus, did it to the Idumeans, as [| 
have noted on ch. ix. § 1 already, who lived then in the promifed land, and this I 
{uppofe juftly ; but by what right the reft did it, even to the countries or cities that 
were no part of that land, I do not at all know. This louks too like unjuft perfe- 
gution for religion. ΝΕ 

Φ It feems by this dying advice of Alexander Janneus tq bis wife, that he had 
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givefi his wife this advice, he died, after he had reigned twen- 
ty-feven years, and lived fitty years within one. 


CHAP. XVI. 


How Alexandra, by gaining the good-will of the Pharifeés, re- 
tained the Kingdom nine years, and then having done many 
Glorious athions died. 


ᾷ 1. @O Alexandra, when fhe had taken the fortrefs, a&ed as 
her hufband had fuggefted to her, and {pake to the 
Pharifees, and put all things into their power, both as to the 
dead body, andas to the affairs of the kingdom, and thereby 
pacified their anger againft Alexander, and made them bear 
good-will and friendfhip to him ; who then. came among the 
multitude, and made fpeeches to them, and laid before them 
the ations of Alexander, and told them, that they had lofta 
righteous king; and by the commendation they gave him, 
they brought them to grieve, and to be in heavinefs for him, 
fo that he had a funeral more {plendid than had any of the 
kings before him, Alexander lett behind him two fons, Hyr- 
canus, and Ariftobulus, but committed the kingdom to Alex. 
andra. Now, as to thefg two fons, Hyrcanus was indeed una- 
ble to manage public affairs, and delighted rather in a quiet 
life ; but the younger, Ariftobulus, was an ative and a bold 
man; and for this woman herfelf, Alexandra, fhe was loved 
by the multitude, becaufé fhe feemed difpleafed at the offen- 
ces her hufband had been guilty of. 
2. ὃο the made Hyrcanus highprieft, becaufe he was the elder, 
but much more becaufe he cared not to meddle with politics, 


himfelf purfued the meafuers of his father Hyrcanus, and taken part with the Sad- 
ducees, who kept clofe to the written law, again the Pharifees, who had intro- 
duced their own traditions, ch, xvi. § 9. and that he now faw a political necessit 
of {ubmitting to the Pharifees, and their traditions hereafter, if his widow and fam- 
ily minded to retain their monarchical government or tyranny over the Jewifh πὰ» 
tion : Which fe& yet, thus fupported, were at laft in great meafure the ruin of the 
religion, governnient, and nation of the Jews, and brought them into fo wicked ἃ 
Rate, thatthe vengeance of God cameupon them to their utter excifion. Juft thus 
did Caiaphas politically advife the Jewith fanhedrim, John xi. 50 That it was 
expedient for them that one man fhould die for the people, and thal the whole nation 

i not ; and this in con!equence of their own political {uppofal, ver. 48. that Jf ¢ 

εἰ Fefus alone, with his miracles, a// men wonld believe on him, and the Romans would 
come and take away both their piace and nation. Which political crucifixion of Jee 
fus of Nazareth brought down the vengeance of God upon them, and 

thefe very Romans, of whom they feemed fo much afraid, that to Prevent it they 
put him to death, adtually to come and take away.both thetr place and nation, within 
g8 years afterwards. I heartily wilh the politiciansot Chriftendom weuld con- 
fider thefe and the like examples, and no longer facrifice all virtue and religion to 
their pernicious {chemes of government, to the bringing down the judgments of 
God upon themfelves, and the feveral nations intrufted te their care, But 
this is a digression : I wifh it were an unfeafonable one alfo. Jofephus 
himlelf feveral times makes fuch digressions, and I here veature to follow him. 
* See one of them at the conclufion of the very next chapter, 
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and itted the Pharifees to do every thing ; to whom alfo 
fhe ordered the multitude to be obedient. She alfo reflored 
again thofe prattices which the Pharifees had introduced, ac- 
cording to the traditions of their forefathers, and which ber fa- 
ther-in-law, Hyrcanus, had abrogated. So fhe had indeed the 
name of the Regent, but the Pharifees had the authority ; for 
it was they who reftored fuch as had been banifhed, and fet 
fuch as were prifoners at liberty, and, to fay all at once, 
they differed in nothing from lords. However, the queen 
alfo took care of the affairs of the kingdom, and got to- 
gether a great body of mercenary foldiers, and increaf- 
ed her own army to fuch a degree, that fhe became ter- 
rible to the neighbouring tyrants, and took hoftagesof them: 
And the country was entirely at peace, excepting the Phari- 
fees ; for they difturbed the queen, and defired that fhe would 
kill thofe who perfuaded Alexander to flay the eight hundred 
men ; after which they cut the throat of one of them, Dio- 
genes: And after him they did the fame to feveral, one after 
another, till the men that were the moft potent came into the 
palace, and Ariflobulus with them, for he feemed to be dif- 
leafed at what was done, and it appeared openly, that if he 
ad an opportunity, he would not permit his mother to go on 
fo. ‘* Thefe put the queen in mind what great dangers they 
had gone through, and great things they had done, whereby 
they had demonttrated the firmnefs of their fidelity to their 
matter, infomuch that they had received the greateft marks of 
favour trom him: And they begged of her, that the would 
not utterly b'aft their hopes, as it now happened, that when 
they had efcaped the hazards that arofe from their [open] ene- 
mies, they. were to be cyt off at home by their [ private| ene- 
mies, like brute beafts, without any help whatfoever. ‘The 
faid alfo, that it their adverfaries would be fatished with thofe 
that had been flain already, they would take what had been 
done patiently, on account of their natural love to their gov- 
exnors ; but if they muft expeét the fame for the future alfo, 
they implored of her a difmiffion from her fervice ; for they 
could not bear to think of attempting any method for their 
deliverance without her, but would rather die willingly be- 
fore the palace- gate, in cafe the would not forgive them. And 
that it was agreat fhame both for themfelves, and tor the queen, 
that when they were negleéied by her, they {hould come under 
the lafh of her hufband’s enemies ; for that Aretas, the Arabian 
ing, and the monarchs, would give any reward, if they could 
et fuch men as foreign auxiliaries, to whom their very names, 
betore their voices be heard, may perhaps be terrible: But 
if. they could not obtain this their fecond requeft, and if the 
had determined to prefer the Pharifees before them, they {till 
infifted that fhe would place them every one in her fortreffes ; 
for it forre fatal demon hath a conftant ἔρις againft Alexan- 
der's houle, they would be willing to bear their part, and to 
live ina private Ration there.” ™ 
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3. As thefe men faid thus, and called upon Alexander's 
hoft for comimiferation of thofe already flain, and thofe in 
danger of it, all the by ftanders brake out into tears: But Ar- 
iftobulus chiefly made manifeft what were his fentiments, and 
ufed many teprdochful expreflions to his mother [faying ], 
‘* Nay indeed, the cafe is this, that they have been themfelves 
the authors of their own calamitics, who have permitted a wo- 
man who, againft reafon, was mad with ambition, to rcign o- 
ver them, when there were fons in the flower of their age fitter 
forit.” So Alexandra, not knowing what to do with any de- 
cency, committed the fortreffes to them all but Hyrcania and 
Alexandrium, and Macherus, where her principal treafures 
were. Altera little while alfo, fhe fent her fon Ariftobulus 
withan army to Damafcus againft Ptolemy who was called 
Menneus, who was fuch a bad neighbour to the city ; but he 
did nothing confiderable there, and fo returned home. 
_ 4. About this time hews was brought that Tigranes, the 
king ot Armenia, had made an irruption into Syria with * ive 
hundred thoufand foldiers, and was coming againft Judea. 
This news, as may wellbe fuppofed, terrified the queen and the 
nation. Accordingly they {ent him many and very valuable 
prefents, as alfo ambaffadors, and that as he was befiegin 
tolemais ; for Selene the queen, the fame that was alfo cal- 
led Cleopatra, ruled then over Syria, who had perfuaded the 
inhabitants to exclude Tigranes. So the Jewilh ambaffadors 
interceded with him, and entreated him that he would deter- 
mine nothing that was fevere about their queen or nation. He 
‘commended them for the re{peéis they patd him at fo great a 
diftance : And gave them good hopes of his favour. But as 
ifoon as Ptolemais was taken, news came to Tigrahes, that 
Lucullus, in his purfuit of Mithridates, could not light upon 
him, who was fled into Iberia, but was laying wafte Armenia, 
and befieging its cities, Now, when Tigranes knew this, he 
returned home. ᾿ 
Η After this, when the queen was fallen into a dangerous 
diftemper, Ariftobulus refolved to attempt the feizing of the 
government ; fo he ftole away fecretly by might, with only 
one of his fervants, and went to the fortrefles, wherein his 
friends, that were fuch from the days of his father, were fet- 
tled : For as he had been a great while difpleafed at his moth- 
er’s conduét, fo he was now much more afraid, left, upon her 
death, their whole family fhould be under the power of the 
Pharifees, for he faw the inability of his brother, who was to 
fucceed in the government: Nor-was any one confcious of 
what he was doing but only his wife, whom he lelt at Jerufa- 


* The number of 500,000 or even 300,000, as one Greek copy, with the Latin 
eopies, have it,for Tigrares's army, that came out of Armenia into Syriaand Judea, 
feems rouch too large. We have had already fevera] fuch extrevagant numbers ia 
poicphus's prefent copies, which are not to beat all afcribed to him. According. 
y I incline to Dr. Hudfon’s emendation here, whieh fupp2fes them but 40,000. 
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fem with their children. He firftof all came to Agaba, where 
was Galeftes, one of the potent men before mentioned, and 
was received by him. hen it was day the queen perceived 
that Ariftobulus was fled ; and for fome time fhe f{uppofed that 
his departure was not in order to make any innovation, but 
when meflengers came one after another, with the news that 
he had fecured the firft place, the fecond place, and all the 
places, tor as foon as one had begun, they all fubmitted to 

is difpofal, then it was that the queen and the nation were in 
the greateft diforder, for they were aware that it would not be 
long ere Ariftobulus would be able to fettle himfelt firmly in 
the government. What they were principally afraid of was 
this, that he would infli@ punifhment upon them for the mad 
treatment his houfe had had from them: So they refolved to 
take his wife and children into cuftody, and keep them in the 
* fortrefs that was over the temple. Now there was a mighty 
conflux of people that came to Ariftobulus from all parts, in-@ 
fomuch that he had a kind of royal attendants about him; for 
in a little more than fifteen days, he got twenty-two ftrong 
places, which gave him the opportunity of raifing an army 
from Libanus and Trachonitis, and the monarchs; for men 
areeafily led by the greater number, and eafily fubmit to them. 
And belides this, that by affording him their affiftance, when 
he could not expeét it, they, as well as he, fhould have the 
advantages that would come by his being king, becaufe they 
had been the occafion of his gaining the kingdom. Now the 
elders of the Jews, and Hyrcanus with them, went in unto 
the queen, and defired. ‘* That fhe would give them her fen- 
timents about the prefent pofture of affairs, for that Ariftobu- 
lus was ineffeét lord of almoft all the kingdom, by poffeffing 
of fo many ftrong holds, and that it was abfurd tor them to 
take any counfel by themfelves, how ill foever fhe were, while 
fhe was alive, and that the danger would be upon them ‘in no 
long time.” But fhe “ bid them do what they thought prop- 
ertobe done: That they had many circumftances in their 
favour ftill remaining, a nation in good heart, an army, and 
money in their feveral treafuries, for that fhe had {mall con- 
cern about public affairs now, when the ftrength of her body 
already failed her.”’ 

6. Now a little while after fhe had faid this to them, fhe died, 
when the had reigned nine years, and had in all lived feventy. 
three. A woman fhe was who fhewed no figns of the weak- 
nefs of her fex, for fhe was fagacious to the yreateft degree in 
her ambition of governing ; and demonftrated by her doings 
atonce, that her mind was fitefor a&tion, and that fometimes 
men themfelves fhew the little underftanding they have by the. 


® This fortrefs, caftle, citadel, or tower, whither the wife and children of Arif- 
tobulus were now fent, and which overlooked the temple, could be no other than 
what Hyrcanus I. built, Antiq. B. XVILE. ch. iv. § 4, vol. Ii. and Herod the 
Great rebuilt, and called the Tower p Antoata, Antig. δ. AV. ch. xi, § 5. 
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frequent miftakes they make in point of government ; for fhe 
always preferred the prefent to futurity, and preferred the 
power of an imperious dominion above all things, and in come 
parifon of that had no regard to what was good, or what was 
right. However, fhe brought the affairs of her houfe to fuch 
an unfortunate condition, that fhe was the occafion of the 
taking away that authority from it, and that in no long time 
afterward, which fhe had obtained by a vaft number of hazards: 
and misfortunes, and this out of a defire of what does not be- 
long to a woman, and all by a compliance in her fentiments 
with thofe that bare ill-will to their family, and by leaving the 
adminiftration deftitute of a proper fupport of great men ; 
and indeed, her management during her adminiftration, while 
fhe was alive, was fuch, as filled the palace after her death 
with calamities and difturbance. However, although this 
had been her way of governing, fhe preferved the nation in 
@ peace. And this is the conclufion of the affairs of Alexandra. 








rd 
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BOOK XIV, 
Containing the interval of thirty-two years. 


£ From the Death of Queen ALEXANDRA £0 the Death of An- 
TIGONUS. | | 


CHAP. I. 


The War between Ariftobulus and Hyrcanus about the Kingdom; 
and how they made an agreement, that Ariftobulus fhould be 
King, and Hyrcanus live a private hfe; as alfohow Hyrcanus 
a litte afterward, was perfuaded by Antpater to fly to Aretas. 


1. ἷ , TE have related the affairs of queen Alexandra, and 
her death in the foregoing book, and will now 
{peak of what followed, and was conneéted with thofe_hifto- 
ries ; declaring before we proceed, that we have nothing fo 
much at heart as this, that we may * omit no faéts either 
through ignorance or lazinefs, for we are upon the hiftory and 
explicationof fuch things as the greateft part are unacquaint- 
ed withal, becaule of their diftance from our times ; and we 
aim to do it with a proper beauty of 8116, fo tar.as that is de- © 
_ rived from proper words harmonically difpofed, and from fuch 
ornaments of fpeech alfo as may contribute to the pleafure of 
our readers, that they may entertain the knowledge of what we 
write with fome agreeable fatisfaétion and pleafure. But the 
principal {cope that authors ought to aim at above all the reft, 
15 to {peak accurately, and to {peak truly, for the fatistaétion 
of thofe that are otherwife unacquainted with fuch tranfaétions, 
and obliged to believe what thefe writers inform them of, 
2. Hyrcanus then began his high priefthood on the third 
year of the hundred feventy-feventh olympiad, when Quin. 
‘tus Hortenfius and Quintus Metellus, who was called Metel- 
lus of Crete, were confuls at Rome ; when prefently Arifto- 
bulus began to'make war againft him, and as it came to a bat. 
tle with Hyreanus at Jericho, many ot his foldiers deferted 
him, and went over to his brother : Upon which Hyrcanus fled 
anto the citadel, where Ariftobulus’s wife and children were 
amprifoned by their mother, as we have faid already, and at- 
tacked and overcame thofe his adverfaries that had fled thither, 


* Reland takes notice here, very juftly, how Jofephus’s declaration, that it was 
his great concern not only to write an agreeable, an accurate, and a true hiftory, bug 
alfo diftinfly not to omit any thing [of confequence}, either through ignorance, or 
dazinefs, implies, that he could not, confiftently with that refolution, amit ths meas 
sion of [fo famousa perfon as] Fe/us Chrift. 
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and lay within the walls of the temple. So when he had fent 
a meflage to his brother about agreeing the matfers between 
them, he laid afide his enmity to him on thefe conditions, that 
Ariftobulus fhould be king ; that he fhould live without in- 
termeddling with public affairs, and quietly enjoy the eftate 
he had acquired. When they had agreed upon thefe terms 1q 
the temple, and had confirmed the agreement with oaths, and 
the giying one another their right hands, and embracing one 
another in the fight of the whole multitude, they departed, 
the one, Ariftobulus, to the palace, and Hyrcanusg as a private 
man to the former houfe of Ariftobulus. 

3. But there wag a certain triend of Hyrcanus’s, an Idume- 
an, called Antipater, who was very rich, and in his nature an 
active and a feditious man ; who was at enmity with Arifto- 
bulus, and bad differences with him on account of his good- 
willto Hyrcanus. Jt 1s true that Nicolaus of Damaicus fays, 
that Antipater was of the {tock of the principal Jews who 
¢ame out of Babylon into Judea , but that affertion of his was 
to gratify Herod. who was his fon, and who, by certain revo- 
lutions of fortune, came afterward to be king of the Jews, 
whofe hiftory we fhall give you in its proper place hercafter. 
However, this Antipater was at firft called * Antipas, and that 
was his tather’s name alfo ; of whom they relate this, that kin 
Alexanderand hig wife made him general of all Idumea, an 
that he made a league of triendibip with thofe Arabians, and 
Gaziteg, and Afcalonites, that were of his own party, and had, 
by many and large prefents, made them his faft friends. But 
now, this younger Antipater was fufpicious of the power of 
Ariftobulus, and was afraid of {ome mifchiet he might do him, 
becaufe of his hatred to him, fo he ftirred up the moft power- 
ful of the Jews and talked againift him to them privately ; and 
faid, that “ὁ it was unjuft to overlook the condu& οἱ Ariftobu- 
lus, who had gotten the government unrighteoufly, and ejeéted 
his brother out of it, who was the elder, and ought to retain 
what belonged to him by prerogative of his birth.” And the 
fame fpeeches he perpetually made to Hyrcanus; and told 
him, that his own life would be in danger, unlefs he guarded 
himfelt, and got fhut of Ariftobulus; for he faid, that the 
friends of Ariftobulus omitted no opportunity of advifing him 
to kill him, ag being then, and not before, fure to retain bis 
principality. Hyrcanus gave no credit to thefe words of his, 
as being of a gentle difpofition, and one that did not eafily ad- 
mit of calumnies againft other men. Thistemper of his not 
difpofing him to meddle with public affairs, and want of {pir- 
it occafioned him to appear to {pettators to be degenerous and 


* That the famons Antipater’s or Antipas’s father was al fo Antipater or Antipas, 
(which twe may juftly be efteemed one and the iame name, the former with a 
Greek or Gentile, the latter with an Hebrew or Jewish termination, ) Jofephys here, 
effures us, though Eufebius indeed fays it was Herod, ~ Soames 
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unmanly ; while Ariftobulus was of acontrary temper, an 
active man, and one of a great and generous foul. 

4. Since therefore Antipater faw that Hyrcanus did not 
attend to what he faid, he never ceafed, day by day, to charge 
feigned crimes upon Ariftobulus, and to calumniate him be- 
fore him, as if he had a mind tq kill him ; and fo, by urgin 
him perpetually be advifed him, and perfuaded him to fly to 
Avretas, the king of Arabia ; and Promiled, thatif he would 
comply with hig advice, he would alfo himfelf affift him, !{and 
go with him]. When Hyrcanus heard thig, he faid, that it 
was for his adyantage to fly away to Aretas. Now Arabia isa 
country that borders upon Judea. However, Hyrcanus fent 
Antipater firft to the king of Arabia, in order to receive af- 
furances from him, that when he thould come in the manner 
ofa fuppligant to him, he will not deliver him up to his enee 
qnies. So Antipater having received fuch affurances, return- 
edto Hyrcanusto Jerufalem. A ‘while afterward he toak 
Hyrcanus, and ftole out of the city by night, and went agreat 
journey, and came and brought him to the city called Petra, 
where the palace of Aretas was; and as he wasa very familiar 
friend of that king’s, he perfuaded him to bring back Hyrca- 
nus, into Judea, and this perfuafion he continued eyery day 
withqut any remiffion. He alfo propofed to make him pre- 
{ents on that account. At Jength he prevailed with Aretas in 
his fuit. Moreover, Hyrcanus promifed him that when he had 
been brought thither, and had received his kingdom, he would 
reftore that country, and thofe twelve cities which his father 
Alexander had taken from ,the Arabians, which were thele, 

edaba, Naballo, Libias. Tharabafa. Agala, Athone, Zoar, 
Mrone, Manj{la, Rudda, Luffa, and Oruba. | 


CHAP, It, 


Hlow Areas and Hyrcanus made an Expedition agaiaft Arifta- 
bulus, and dee Ferufalem; and how Scaurus, the Roman 
General, raifed the fege. Concerning the Death of Omas. 


ᾷ 1. A FIER thefe promifes had been givento Aretas, he 

made an expedition againft Anftobulus, with an ar- 
my of filty thoufand horfe and toot, and beat him in the battle. 
And when after that victory many went over to Hyrcanus as 
deferters, Ariftobulus was lett defolate, and fled to ferufalem : 
upon which the king of Arabia took all his army and made an 
aflault upon the temple, and befieged Ariftobulus therein, the 
people fti!l fupporting Hyrcanus, and affifting him in the fiege, 
while none but the priefts continued with Ariftobulus. So A- 
yetas united the forces of the Arabians and of the jews togeth- 
er, and prefled on the fiege vigoroufly. As this happened at 
the time when the feaft of unleayened bread was celebrated, 
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which we call the paflover, the principal men among the Jews 
left the country, and fled into Egypt. Now there was one, 
whofe name was Onias,.a righteous man he was, and beloved 
of God, who, in a certain drought, had prayed to God to put 
an end to the intenfe heat, and whofe prayers God had heard, 
- and had fent them rain. This man had hid himfelf, becaufe 
he faw that this fedituin would laft a great while. However, 
they brought him to the Jewifh camp, and defired, that as by 
his prayers he had once put an end tothe drought, fo he would 
in like manner make imprecations on Ariftobulus and thole of 
his faQion, And when, upon his refufal, and the excuies that 
he made, he was ftill by the multitude compelled to {peak, he 
ftood up in the midft of them, and faid, “ O God, the king of 
the whole world! fince thofe that ftand now with me are thy 
eople, and thofe that are befieged are alfo thy priefts, I be- 
eech thee that thou wilt neither hearken to the prayers of (ποία 
againft thefe, nor bring to effeét what thefe pray againit thofe.” 
hereupon fuch wicked Jews as ftood about him, as foon as 

he had made this prayer, {toned him to death. 

2. But God punifhed them immediately for this their bar- 
barity, and took vengeance of them for the murder of Onias, in 
the manner following: While the priefts and Ariftobulus were 
befieged, it happened that the teaft call the Pa//over was come, 
at which it is our cuftom to offer a great number of facrifices 
to God ; but thofe that were with Anftobulus wanted facrifices, 
and defired that their country men without would furnifh them 
with fuch facrifices, and aflured them they fhould have'as much 
money for them as they fhould defire ; and when they required 
them to pay a thoufand drachme for each head of cattle, Arit- 
tobulus and the priefts willingly undertook te pay for them ace 
cordingly. and thofe within let down the money over the walls, 
and gaveit them. But when the others had received it, they 
did not deliver the facrifices, but arrived at that height of wick- 
ednefs as to break the affurances they had given, and to be guil- 
ty of impiety towards God, by not furnifhing thofe that wanted 
them with facrifices. And when the priefts found they had. 
been cheated, and that the agreements they had made were vi- 
olated, they pray ed to God, that he would avenge them on their 

¢ountrymen. Nor did he delay that their punilhment, but ient 
a ftrong and vehement ftorm ot wind that deftroyed the fruits 
of the whole country, tilla modious of wheat was then bought 
for eleven drachme. 

In the mean time Pompey fent Scaurus into Syria, while 
he was himfelf in Armenia, and making war with Tigranes ς 
But when Scaurus was come to Damafcus, and found that Lol- 
jius and Metellus had newly taken the city, he ~ame himfelf 
haftily into Judea, And when he was come thither, ambafla- 
dors came to him, both from Ariftobulus and Hyrcanus, and 
both defired he would affiftthem. And when both of them 
promifed to give him money, Ariftobulus four hundred talents, 
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and Hyreanus no lefs, he accepted of Ariftobulus’s promife, for 
he was rich and had a great foul, and defired to obtain nothing 
but what was moderate ; whereas the other was poor, and te- 
nacious, and made incredible promifes in hopes of greater ad- 
vantages ; for it was not the fame thing to take a city, that was 
exceeding ftrong and powerful, as it was to eje& out of the 
country fome fugitives, with a greater number of Nabateans, 
who were no very warlike people. He therefore made an a- 
greement with Ariftobulus, for the reafons before mentioned, 
and took his money, and raifed the fiege, and ordered Aretas 
to depart, or elfe he fhould be declared an enemy to the Ro- 
mans. So Scaurus returned to Damafcus again ; and Arifto. 
bulus, with a great army, made war with Aretas and Hyrca- 
nus, and fought them at a place called Papyron, and beat them 
tn the battle, and flew about fix thoufand of the enemy ; with 
whom fell Phalion alfo, the brother of Antipater 


CHAP. Il. 


Hiow Ariftobulus and Hyrcanus came to Pompey, in order te 
argue who ought to have the Kingdom; and how, upon the 
Sught of Ariftobulus to the Fortrefi Alexandrium, Pompey led 

is Army againft him, and ordered him to dehver up the For- 
treffes whereof he was poffeffed. 


$1. LITTLE afterward Pompey came to Damafcus, and 

marched overy Celefyria ; at which time there came 
ambaffadors to him from all Syria, and Egypt, and out of Ju- 
dea alfo, for Ariftobulus had fent him a great prefent, which 
was a * golden vine, of the value of five hundred talents. Now 
Strabo of Cappadocia mentions thjs prefent in thefe words : 
** There came alfo an embaflage out of Egypt, and a crown of 
the value of four thoufand pieces of gold; and out of Judea 
there came another, whether you call ita vine or a garden =; 
They called the thing TerpuLe, The dehight. However, we 
ourfelves faw that prefent repofited at Rome, in the temple 
of Jupiter Capitolinus, with this infcription, The σε of Alex- 
ander the hing of the Jews. It was valued at five hundred. 


® This golden vine or garden, feea by Strabo at Rome, has its infcription here, as 
if it were the gift of Alexander, the father of Ariftobulus, and not of Ariftobulus 
himlelf, to whom yet Jofephus afcrites it ; and in order to prove the truth of that 
pert of his hiftory, introduces this teftimony of Strabo’s ; fo that the ordinary co-~ 
pics feern to be here either erroneous or defeétive, and the original reading {eems to 

ve been either Ariflobulus, inftcad of Alexander, withgne Greek copy, or elfe 
Ariflobulus the fon of Alexander, with the Latincopies ; whilst feems to me the molt 
probable : For asto archbishop Usher’s conjettures, that Alexander made it, and 
dedicated it to God in the temple, and that thence Ariftobulus took it, and {ent it 
to Pompey, they are both very improbable, and no way ‘agreeable to Jofephus, 
who would hardly have avoided the recording both thefe uncommon points of 
hiftory, had he known any thing of them; nor would either the Jewish nation, 
or even Pompey higalelf, then have relished fuch a flagrant inftance of iacrilege. 
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talents ; and fhe report is, that Ariftobulus, the governor of the 
Jews, {ent it. 

2. Ina litth time afterward came ambaffadors again to him, . 
Antipater from Hyrcanus, and Nicodemus from Ariftobulus > 
which laff alfo aecufed {uch as had taken bribes, firft Gabimius, 
and then Scaurus, the one three hundred talents, and the other 
four hundred ; by which procedure he made thefe two his ene- 
mies, befides thofe he had before. And when Pompey had or- 
dered thofe that had controverfies one with another to come to 
him in the beginning of the fpring, he brought his army out 
of their winter quarters, and marched into the country of Da. 
mafcus; and as he went along he demolifhed the citadel that 
was at Apamia, which Antiochus Cyzicenus had built, and 
took cognifance of the country of Ptolemy Menneus, a wicked 
man, and not lefs fo than Dionifius of Tnpoli, who had been 
beheaded who was alfo his relation by marriage ; yet did he 
buy off the punifhment of his crimes for a thoufand talents, with 
which money Pompey paid the foldiers their wages. He alfo 
conquered the place called Lyfas, of which Silas a Jew, was 
tyrant. And when he had paffed over the cities of Heliopolis 
and Chalcis, and got over the mountain which 1s on the limit 
οἵ Celefyria, he came from Pella to Damafcus ; and there if 
was that he heard the caufes of the Jews, and of their govern- 
ors Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus, who were at difference one 
with another, as alfo of the nation againf{ them both, which 
did not defire to be under kingly government, becaule the 
form of government they received from their forefathers was 
that of fubyeétion to the priefts of that god whom they wor- 
fhipped, and [they complained, | that though thefe two were 
the pofterity of priefts, yet did they feek to change the gov- 
ernment of their nation to another form, in order to entlave 
them. Hyrcanus complained, that although he were the elder 
brother, he was deprived of the prerogative of his birth by A- 
riftobulus, and that he hath but afmall part of the country un- 
der him, Ariftobulus having taken away the reft from him by 
force, Healfoaccufed him, that theincurfions which had been 
made into their neighbour’s couniries, and the piracies that had 
been at fea, wereowing to him; and that the nation would not have 
revolted, unlefs Ariftobulus had been a man given to violence 
and diforder: And there were no fewer than a thoufand Jews, 
of the beft efteem among them who confirmed this accufation ; 
which confirmation was procured by Antipater. But Arifto- 
bulus alleged againft him, that it was Hyrcanus’s own temper, 
which was inactive, and on that account contemptible, which 
caufed him to be ge rived of the government ; and that tor 
himfelf he was neteffitated to take τὸ upon him, for fear left it 
fhould be transferred to others. And that as to his title [of 
king, ] it was no other than what his tather had taken [before 
him.| Healfo called for witneffes of what he faid, fome per- 
fons who were both young and infolent: Whofe purple gar- 
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ecting any farther determination, which Pompcy 
Ι led them, he wentto the ey Delius, and thence 
AL thes bohaciour P ἃ taking with 
4. At this behaviour Pompey was angry ; and taking wit 
him that army which he was leading sy: the Nabateans and 
the auxiliaries that came from Damatcus, and the other parts 
ΟἹ Syria, with the other Roman legions which he had with him, 
made an expedition againft Ariftobulus: But as he palfed by 
lla, and Scythopolis, he came to Corex, which isthe firft en- 
nce inio Judea when one pafles over the mid-land countries, 
; he came to a moft beantiful fortrefs that was burlt on 
τὸ of amountain called A/exandrium, whether Anftobulus 
thence Pompey fent his commands to him, that 
hie thould come tohim, Accordingly, at the perfuafhons of 
many, that he would not make war with the Romans, he came 
down : And when he had difputed with his brother about the 
right to the government, he went up again to the citadel, as 
Pompey gave him leave todo; and this he did two or three 
times, as ing himfelf with the hopes of having the king- 
sn grated him; fo that he {till pretended he would obey Pom- 
ty in whatioever he commanded, although at the lame time 
Ἐ ἄπο to his fortrefs, that he might not deprefs himfelf too 
ἘΝ ola that heprepared for a war, in cafe it [hould prove as 
he that ΤΕΡΟΝ, would transfer the government to Hyr- 


hoch w ompey enjuined Ariftobulus todeliver up 
th he held, and to fend an injuntiion to theiy govern- 
Με πῆσος his own hand, for that purpofe ; for they had been 
for to deliver then up upon any other commands, he 
indeed to do fo, bur [till he retired in difpleafure to Je- 


rofalem, and made preparation tor war. A little after this, 
‘eétrtain perfons came out of Pontus, and informed Pompey, as 
he was on the way, and condutting his army againit Aniftobu- 
Tus, that Mithridates was dead, and was flain by his fon Phar 
“naccs. 


Ἵ or: ΤΠ. 
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CHAP. IV. 


How Pompey, when the Citizens of Ferufalem faut the Gates ax 
gainfl him, befeged the City, and took it by jorce; as alfa 
what other things he did in Judea. 


¢ x. OW when Pompey had pitched his camp at Jericha 
(where the * palm-tree grows, and that baliam whick 
38 an ointment of all the mcf precious, which upen any inci- 
fion made in the wood witha fharp flone, diftils out thence likd 
a juice ) he marched inthe morni.g to Jerufalem. Hereupon 
Ariftobulus repented of what be was doing, and came to Pom- 
pey, and [ promifed to] give him money, and received hin. into 
erufalem, and defired that he would leave off the war, and do 
what he plea‘ed peaceably. So Pompcy, upon his entreaty, 
forgave him and fent Gabinius, and foldicis with him to re- 
ceive the money andthe city: Yet was no part of this perform- 
ed but Gabinius came back, being both excluded out of the 
city, and receiving nore ot the money promied, becauie A- 
riftobulus’s foldrers would not permit the agreements to be ex- 
ecuted. At this Pompey was very argry, and put Ariftobu- 
Jus into prifon, and came himfelt tothe city, which was ftrong 
on every fide, excepting the north, which was not fo well tor- 
tified, for there was + a broad and deep ditch that encompa fled 
the city, and included within atthe temple, which was itfelf 
encompaffed about with a very ftrong ftone wall. 

2. Now there was:a fedition of the men that were withm the 
city who did not agree what was to be done in their prefent 
circumflances, while fome thought it tefl to deliver up the city 
to Pumpey ; but Arrftcbulus’s party exhorted them to fhut the 
gates, becaufe he was keptin priion. Now thefe prevented the 
others, and [χα upon the temple, and cut off the bridge which 
reached from it to the city, and prepared themlelves to abide a 


»# Thefe exprefs teftimonies of Jofephus’s here, and Antiq. B. VIIT. ch. vi. ξ δ. 
vol. I. and. B, XV. ch, iv. § 2.-vol. 11. that the only balfam gardens, and the beft 
palme-trecs, were, >t leat in his days. near jericho and Ergaddi. about the nerth 
part of the dead fea, (whereabout aifo Alexander the Great (ew the baliam drop,) 
fhew the miflake of the fe that undeiftand Eufebius and Jerom, asif one of thole 
gardens were at the fouth part’ of that fea, at Zoar or Segor, whereas they mu& 
either mean another Zoar_ or Segor, which was between Jericho and Engaddig 
apreeah'y to Jolephus, which yer they do nct appear to do, orelie they αἰτεῖν 
contradi@ Jofephus, ard were thercin greatly miflaken; I mean this, unleis thee 
balfam, and the beft palm-trees, grew much more {outhward in Judea in the days 
of Eufebius and Jerom than they did in the days of Jofephus 

+ Th. particular depth and breadth of this ditch, whence the flones for the walt 
about the ten ple were prolably taken, are omitted in our copies of Jolephus, but 
fet down by Strabo, B XVI. p. 763 from whom we leam, that this ditch was δῶ 
feet deep. and 50 feet broad. However, its depth is, in the firft ie€tion, {aid by 
Jorn te be ummenfc which exactly agrees to Strabo’s defcription. and which name 

in Strabo are a frong confirmation of the tsuth of Jolephus’s deicription alfa: 
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they were in of their own lives, nor by the number that were 
already flain, as thinking it better to fuffer whatever came up- 
on them, at their very altars, than to omit any thing that their 
Jaws required of them. And that this is not a mere brag, or 
an encomium to manifeft a degree of our piety that was talfe, 
but is the real truth, 1 appeal to thofe that have written of the 
a&s οἱ Pompey ; and among them. to Strabo and Nicolaus 
fof Damaicus| i and befides thefe two, Titus Livius, the 
writer of the Raman hiftory, who will bear witnefs to this 
thing ἢ. 

4. But when the battering engine was brought near, the 

reateft of the towers was fhaken by it, and fell down, and 
Brake down a part Ot the fortifications, fo the enemy poured in 
-apace; and Cornelius Fauftus, the fon of Sylla, with his fol- 
diers, firft of all afcended the wall, and next to him Furius 
the centurion, with thofe that followed, on the other part, 
while Fabius, who was alfo a centurion, afcended it in the 
middle, with a great body of men afterhim. But now all 
was full of flaughter ; fome of the Jews being flain by the 
Romans, and fome by one another ; nay fome there were who 
threw themfelves down the precipices, or put fire to their 
houfes, and burnt them, as not able to bear the miferies they 
were under. Ofthe Jews there tell twelve thoufand, but of 
the Romans very few. Abfalom, who was at once both un- 
cle and father-in-law to Ariftobulus, was taken captive. And 
no {mall enormities were committed about the temple itfelf, 
which, in former ages, had been inacceflfible, and feen by none ; 
for Pompey went into it, and nota tew of thofe that were 
with him alfo, and faw all that which it was unlawful for any 
other men to fee but only tor the high-prieffs. There were 
in that temple the golden tabie, the holy candleflick, and the 
pouring veffels, and a great quantity of fpices; and befides 
thefe, there were among the treafures two thoufand talents of 
facred money : Yet ¢ did Pompey touch nothing of al} this, 
on account of his regard to religion; and in this point alfo he 
ated in a manner that was worthy of his virtue. The next 
day he gave order to thofe that had the charge of the temple 
to cleanfe it, and to bring what offerings the law required to 


© It deferves bere to be noted, that this Pharifaical fuperftitious notion, that of- 
fenfive fighting was unlewful to jews, even under the utmoft necessity, on the Sab- 
bath day ; of which we hear nothing before the times of the Maccabees, was the 
preper occafion of Jerufalem’s being taken by Pompey, Sofius, and by Titus, as 
appears from the places already quoted in the note on Antiq. B XIII. ch. viii. § 4. 
which fcrupulous fuperftition, as to the obfervation of fuch a rigorous ret upon 
the Sabbath-day, our Saviour always oppofed, when the Pharifaical Jews infifted 
on it, a8 is evident in many placcs in the New Teftament, though he fill intimated 
how pernicious that iuperftition might prove to them jn theiy flight from the Ro 
snans, Matt. xxv. 90. 

ἡ This is fully confirmed by the teftimony of Cicero, who fays, in his oration 
for Flaccus, That «‘ Cneius Pompeius, when he was conqueroy, and had taken Je 
vufalem, did not touch any thing belenging to that temple,"” 


- 
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God ; and reftored the high priefthood to Hyrcanas, both bee 
caufe he had been ufetul to him in other refpeéts, and becaute 
he hindered the Jews in the country from giving Aniftobulus 
any afhiftance in his war againft him. He alfo cut off thofe 
that had been the authors of that war; and beftowed proper 
rewards on Fauftius, and thofe others that mounted the wall 
with fuch alacrity ; and he made jerufalem tributary to the 
Romans ; and took away thofe cities of Celefyria which the 
inhabitants of Judea had fubdued, and put them under the 
government of the Roman prefident, and confined the whole 
nation, which had elevated itfelt fo high before, within itsowna 
bounds. Moreover he * rebuilt Gadara, which had been de- 
molithed a little before, to gratity Demetrius of Gadara, who 
was his freed man, and reftored the reft of the cities, Hippos, 
and Scythopolis, and Pella, and Dios, and Samaria; as alfo 
Mariffa, and Afhdod, and Jamnia, and Arethufa, to their own 
inhabitants: Thefe were in the inland parts. Befides thofe 
that had been demolifhed, and alfo of the maritime cities, Ga- 
za and Joppa, and Dora, and Strato’s Tower; which laft 
Herod rebuilt after a glorious manner, and adorned with δα. 
vens, andtemples, and changed its name to Cefarea. All thefe 
Pompey left in a ftate of freedom, and joined them to the 
province of Syria. 

6: Now the occafions of this mifery which came‘upon jeru- 
falem, were Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus, by raifiny a fedition 
one againft the other ; for now we loft our liberty, and became 
fubje& to the Romans, and were deprived of that country 
which we had gained by our arms from the Syrians, and were 
compelled to reftore it tothe Syrians. Moreover, the Ro- 
mans exatted of us, in alittle time, above ten thoufand 
talents. And the royal authority, which was a dignity for- 
merly beftowed on thofe that were high-priefts, by the 
right of their family, became the property of: private men. 
But of thefe matters we fhall treat in their preper places, 
Now Pompey committed Celefyria, as far as the river Euphra- 
tes and Egypt. to Scaurus. with two Roman legions, and then 
went away to Cilicia, and made hafte to Rome. He alfo car. 
ried bound along with bim Ariftobulus and his children; for 
he had two daughters, and as many fons ; the one of which 
ran away, but the younger, Antigonus, was carried to Rome, 
zogether with his {ifters. 


9 Ofthis deftru€tion of Gadara here prefuppofed, and its reftoration by Pom 
pry, fee the note on the War, B. I. ch. vii. § 7. vol. IIT. 
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CHAP. V. 


How Scaurus made a League of mutual Afiflance with Aretas. 
And what Gabinius didin putea, after hehad conquered Alex- 
ander the Son of Ariflobulus. 


ὁ 2. GCAURUS made now an expedition againft Petrea. ig 

Arabia, and fet on fire all the places round about it, 
becaule of the great difficulty of accels to it. Andas his ar- 
my was pinched by famine, Antipater turnifhed him with 
corn out of Judea and with whatever he wanted, and this at 
the command of Hyrcanus. And when he was fentto Are- 
tas, as an ambaffador by Scaurus, becaufe he had lived with 
him formerly, he per'uaded Aretas to give Scaurus a fum of 
money, to prevent the burning of his country ; and undertook 
to be his furety tor three hundred talents. So Scaurus, upoa 
thefe terms, ceafed to make war any longer : Which was done 
as mu: h at Scaurus’s defire, as at the defire of Aretas. 

2. Some time after this, when Alexander, the fon of Anfto- 
bulus, made an incurfion into Judes, Gabinius came from 
Rome to Syria, as commander of the Roman forces. He did 
many confiderable aétions : And particularly made war with 
Alexander, fince Hyrcanus was not yet able to oppole his 
power, but was already attempting to rebuild the wall ot Je- 
rufalem, which Pompey had overthrown, although the Ro. 
mans, which were there, reftrained him from that his defign. 
However, Alexander went over all the country round about, 
and armed many of the Jews, and fuddenly got together tea 
thoufand armed footmen, and fifteen hundred horfemen, and 
fortified Alexandrium, a fortrefs near to Coreg and Macherus, 
near the mountains οἵ Arabia. Gabinius theretore came up- 
on him, having fent Marcus Antonius with other command. 
ers before. hele armed fuch Romans as followed them ; 
and, together with them,’ fuch Jews as were fubje&t to them, 
whofe leaders were Pitholaus and Malichus, and they took 
with them alfo their friends that were with Antipater, and met 
Alexander, while Gabinius himfelf followed with his legion. 
Hereupon Alexander retired to Jerufalem, where they fell 
upon one another, and it came to a pitched battle, in which 
the Romans flew of their enemies about three thoufand, and 
took a like number alive. ; 

. At which time Gabinius came to Alexandrium, and ine 
vited thofe that were in it to deliver it up on certain condi- 
tions, and promifed that then their former offences fhould be 
forgiven; But as a great number of the enemy had pitched 
their camp befwre the tortrefs, whom the Romans attacked, 
Marcus Antonius fought bravely, and flew a great number, 
and feemed to come off with the greateft honour, So Gabini- 
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ts left part of his army thete, in order to take the place, and 
he himtelf went into other parts of Judea, and gave order to 
rebuild all the cities that he met with that had been demolifh. 
ed ; at which time were rebuilt Samaria, Athdod, Scythopo- 
lis, Anthedon, Raphia, and Dora; Mariffa alfo, and Gaza, 
and not a few others befides. And as the men aéted according 
to Gabinius’s command, it came to pais, that at this time thele 
cities were fecurely inhabited, which had been defolate for a 
long tinie. 

4. When Gabinius had done thus in the country, he returne 
ed to Alexandriam ; and when he urged on the fiege of the 
place, Alexander fent an ambaffage to him, defiring that he. 
would pardon his former offences ; he allo delivered up the 
fortreffes, Hyrcania, and Macherus; and at laft Alexandrium 
itfelf, which tortreffes Gabinius demolithed. But when Alexe. 
ander’s mother, who was οἱ the fide of the Romans, as having 
her hufband and other children at Rome, came to him, he 
granted her whatfoever {he afked ; and whenhe had fettled 
matters with her, he brought Hyrcanusto Jerufalem, and com: 
mitted the care of thetemple tohim, And when he had or 
dained five councils, he diftributed the fame nation into the famé 
number ot parts : So thefe councils governed the people ; the 
firft was at Jerufalem, the fecond at Gadara, the third at Am- 
athus, the fourth at Jericho and the fitth at Sepphoris, in Gah 
lee. Sothe Jews were now treed trom monarchic authority, 
and were governed by an * ariftocracy. 


CHAP. VI. 


How Gabinius caught Ariftobulus after he had fled from Rome, : 
and fent him back to Romeagain ; and how the fame Gabini- 


us, as he returned out of kgypt, overcame Alexander and the 
Nabateans ia Battle. . 


§ τ΄ No Ariftobulus ran away from Rome to Judea, arid 
fet about the rebuilding of Alexandrium, which had 
been newly demolifhed : Hereupon Gabinius fent foldiers a- 
gainft him, and tor their commanders Sifenua; and Antonius, 
afd Servilius, in order to hinder him from getting polfeflion 
of the.country, and to take him again. And indeed many of | 
the Jews ran to Ariftobulus, on account of his tormer gory, 
ag aflo becaufe they fhould be glad ot an innovation. OW, 
theré wag one Pitholaus, a lieutenant at Jerufalem, who defert. 
ed to him with a thoufand men, although a great number of 
thofe that came to him'were unarmed ; and when Ariftobulug * 


© Deano Prideaux well obferves, “ That notwithftanding the clamour again 
Gabinips st Rome, Jofephus gives him a laudable character, 9 if he had acquitted 
himmfelf with bonour in the charge committed to him” fin Judea}, Sec δὲ the 
year 55. 
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had refolved to go to Macherus, he difmiffed thofe people, be- 
caufe they -were unarmed, for they could not be ufeful to him 
in what actions they were going about, but‘he took with him 
eight thoufand that were armed, and marched on; And as the 
Romans tell upon them feverely, the Jews fought valiantly, 
but were beaten in the battle ; and when they had tought with 
alacrity, hut were overborn by the enemy, they were put to 
flight ; of whom were flain about five thoufand, and the reft 
being difperfed, tried, as well as they were able, to fave them- 
felves. However Ariftobulus had with him ftillaboveathoufand, 
and with them he fled to Macherus, and fortified the place, and 
though he had had ill fuccefs, he ftill had good hope of his affairs = 
But when he had ftruggled againft the hiege for two days time, 
and had received many wounds, he was brought as a captive 
to Gabinius, with his fon Antigonus, who alfo fled with him 
from Rome. And this was the fortune ot Ariftobulus, who 
was fent back again to Rome, and was there retained in bonds, 
having been both king and high-prieft for three years and (1x 
months ; and was indeed an eminent perfon, and one of a great 
foul. “However, the fenate let his children go, upon Gabinius’s 
writing to them, that he had promifed their mother fo much 
when fhe delivered up the fortrefles to him ; and accordingly 
they then returned into Judea. 

4. Now when Gabinius was making an expedition again& 
the Parthians, and had already pafled over Euphrates, he chang- 
ed his mind, and refolved to return into Egypt, in order te 
* reftore Ptolemy tohiskingdom. This hath alfo been relat. 
ed elfewnere. However, Antipater fupplied his army, which 
he fent againft Archelaus, with corn and weapons, and money. 
He alfo made thofe Jews, who were above Pelufium, his friends 
and confederates, and had been the guardians of the pafles that 
led into Egypt. But when he came back out of Egypt, be 
found Syria in diforder, with feditions and troubles ; for Al- 
exander, the fon ot Ariftobulus, having feized on the govern. 
ment a fecond tfme by force, made many of the Jews revolt to 
him, and fo he marched over the country with a great army, | 
and flew all the Romans he could light upon, and proceeded 
to befiege the mountain called Gerizzim, whither they had re- 
treated. 

_ 3. But when Gabinius found Sy ria in fucha flate, he fent Ane 

tipater, who was a prudent man, to thofe that were feditious, ἢ 
to try whether he could cure them of their madnefs, and per- 
fuade them to return to a better mind ; and when he cameto 
them, he brought many of them to a found mind, and induced 
them to do what they ought to do, but he could not reftrain 
Alexander, for he had an army of thirty thoufand jews, and 


© This hiftory is δεῖ illnftrated by Dr. Hudfon out of Livy, who fays, That 

“ A. Gabinius the praconful, reftored Ptolemy to his kingdom of Egypt, and ce 

aiey: Archelaus, whom they had fet up for King,” &c, See Prid. at the years 6g 
3. . 



























rip 
eo 
- Chap, ΠῚ Antiquities oF ΤῊΣ jews. ἴτῷ 


met Gabinius, and joining battle with him, was beaten ἀπά. 
loft ten thoufand.of his men about mount Tabor. 

_#& So Gabinins fettied the affairs which belonged to the 
city ferolalem, as was agreeable to Antipater’s inclination, and. 
went igainit the Nabatcans, and overcame them in battle. He 
alfo fent away in a friendly manner Mithtidates and Orfanes, 
whio Were Parihian delerters, and came to him, though the re- 
port went abroad that they had run away trom hrm. And 
When Gabinius bad performed great and glorious ations, in 
Bid management of the affairs of war, be returned to Rome, and 
 Selivered the government to Cralfus, Now, Nicolaus of Da- 

“Miafcus, aud Strabo of Cappadocia, both defcribe the expedi- 
δῦ of Pompey and Gabinius againit the pease neither 
ΟἹ Ηἰσπὶ fay any thing new which is not in the other, 

᾿ 


CHAP. VIk ἢ ὁ 


, i 
ow CVaffas came ie Janne pillaged the Teaple sand then 
arched azatn|i the Parthians, and perifited, nuth his Army. 
| Alfo how ¢ Nias obtained Syria; and puta flop to the Par- 
Veans, and then went upto Judea. 


4 I. Nee Craffos, as he was going upon his expedition 
‘ AN againfi the Parthians, came bate tae and carried 
Ofihe motey chat was in the temple, whic Pompey had left ; 

being two thoufsnd talenis, and was dilpoled to {pol it of all 

the gold belonging to it, which was eight thoufand tal- 
énts. He alfo took a ‘eam which was made of folid beaten 
gold, of the weight of three hundred mine ; each of which 
. bgbed tw pounds and an half, It was the prie who was 

dardian of the facred treafures, and whole name was £leazar, 
him this beam, not out of a wicked defgn, for he was 
righteous man, but being entrulled withthe cul- 

veils belonging tothe temple, which were of ad- 

Mitable beality, and ot very coftly worktnanthip, and hung 

down trom this beam, when be faw that Craffus was bufy in 

; men ng money, and was in fear for the entire ornaments of 

the temple, hegavelimthisbeam of gold,asaranfom forthewhole, 

but ss thos till head ven bivoath that hewouldremove nothing 

‘tie αὐ οἱ the temple, but be fatisfied with this only which he 

Thonld give him, being worth many ten thoufand{ fheckels |. Now 
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this beani was contained τὰ ἃ wooden beam that was hollow, but 
er jown tone other, but Eleazaralone knew it; yer did 
Crakus 


: r 
IMihning 


take palay (Bs beam, vpon the condition of touching 
elfe that belonged to the temple, and them brake his 


elfe tha 
th, and carried away all ibe oh was in the temple. 
3. And let no one wonder that there was fo much wealth 
ple. fince all the Jews throughout the habitable earth ᾿ 
ἐν, δι 3, 
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Europe, fént their contributions to it, and this from very an= 
cienttimes. Nor isthe Jargenenfe of thefe fums witbout itv 
atteflation ; nor is that greatnefs owing to our vanity, as raif- 
ing it without ground to fo great an height: But there are 
many witneffes to it. and particularly Strabo of Cappadocia, 
who fays thus: “ Mithridates fent to Cos, and took the mon- 
ey which queen Cleopatra had depofited there, as alfo eight 
hundred talents belonging. to the Jews.’’ Now, we have no 
public money but as only what appertains to God ; and it 15 
- evident that the Afian Jews removed this money out of fear 
of Mithridates, for it is not probable that thofe of Judea, who 
had a flrong city and temple, fhould fend their money to Cos ; 
nor is it likely thatthe Jews, whoare inhabitants of Alexan- 
dria, fhould do fo neither, fince they were in no fear of Mith- 
ridates. And Strabo himfelf bears witrefs to the fame thing 
in another place, that at the fame time that Sylla pafled over 
into Greece, in order to fight againit Mithridates, he fent Lu- 
cullus to put an end to a fedition that our nation, of whom the 
habitable earth 18 full, had raifed in Cyrene ; where he {peaks 
thus :‘" Fhere were four claffes of menamong thofe of Cyrene, 
that of citizens, that of hufbandmen, the third of ftrangers, and 
the fourth of Jews. Now thefe Jews are already gotten into 
all cities, andit is hard to find a place in the habitable earth 
that hath not admitted this tribe of men, and ig not poffleffed by 
it: And it hath come to pafs that Egypt and Cyrene, as hav- 
ing the fame governors, and a great number of other nations, 
imitate their way of living, and maintain great bodies of thefe 
Jewsin a peculiar manner, and grow up to greater profperit 
with them, and make ufe of the fame laws with that nation al- 
fo. Accordingly the Jews have places affigned themin Egypt, 
wherein they inhabit, befides what is peculiarly allotted to 
this nation at Alexandria, which isa large part of that city. 
There is alfo an ethnarch allowed them, who governs the na- 
tion, and diflributes juftice to them, and takes care of their 
contraéts, and of the laws to them belonging, as if he were the 
ruler of a free republic. In Egypt, theretore, this nation is 
powerful, becaufethe Jews were originally Egyptians, and 
becaufe the land wherein they inhabit, fince they went thence, 
is neartokgypt. They alfo removed into Cyrene, becaufe 
that this land adjoined to the government of Egypt, as well as 
does Judea, or rather was formerly under the fame gov- 
ernment.” And this is what Strabo fays. | 

3 So wher Craffus had fettled all things as he himfelf plea- 
fed, he marched into Parthia, where both he himfelt and all his 
army perifhed, as hath been related elfewhere. But Caffius, 
as he fled from Rome to Syria, took pofleffion of it, and was 
an impediment to the Parthians, who by reafon of their vidto- 
ry over Craffus, made incurfions upon it: And as he came 
back to Tyre he went up into Judea alfo, and fell upon Ta- 
tichew, and prefently tookit, and carried about thirty thou. 
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fand Jews captives ; and flew Pitholaus, who fucceeded Arif 
tobulus in his feditious praétices, and that by the perfuafion of 
Antipater, who proved to have great intereft in him, and was 
at that time in great repute with the Idumeans alfo: Out of 
which nation he marrred a wife, who was the daughter of one 
ot their eminent men, and her name was * Cypros, by whom 
he had tour fons, Phafael. and Herod, who was atterwards 
made king, and Jofeph, and Pheroras ; and a daughter, named 
Salome. This Antipater cultivated alfo a friendfhip and mu- 
tual kindnefs ‘with other potentates, but efpecially with the 
king of Arabia, to whom he committed his children, while he 
fought againft Ariftobulus. Se Caflius removed his camp, 
and marched to Euphrates, to meet thofe that were coming to 
attack him, as hath been related by others. 

4. But fome time afterward Czxfar, when he had taken Rome, 
and after Pompey and the fenate were fled beyond the Jonian 
fea, treed Ariftobulus from his bonds, and refolved to fend 
him into Syria, and delivered two legions to him, that he 
might fee matters right, as being a potent man in that-country : 
But Anfobulus had ne enjoyment of-what he hoped for from 
the power that was given him by Czlfar, for thofe of Pompey’s 
party prevented it, and deftroyed him by poifon, and thofe ot 
Cefar’s party buried him. His dead body alfo lay tor a good 
while embalmed in honey, til] Artony afterward {ent it to jue 
dea, and caufed him to be buried in the royal fepulchre. But 
Scipio, upon Pompey’s fending to him to flay Alexander, the 
fon of Ariftebulus, becaufe the young man was accufed of 
what offences he had been guilty of at knit againfiihe Romans, 
cut off his head ; and thus did he die at Antioch. But Prolemy, 
the fon of Menneus, who wae the ruler of Chalcis, under 
smnount Libanus, took his brethren to him, and fent his fon 
Philippion to Afkelon to Ariftobulus’s wife, and defired her 
to fend back with him her fon Antigonus, and her daughters : 
The one of which, whofe name was Alexandra, Philippion fell 
in love with, and married her, though afterward his tather 
Ptolemy flew him, and married Alexandra, and continued to 
take care of her brethren. . 


Φ Dr, Hudfon obferves, that the name af this wife of Antipater’s in Jofephus 
was Cypras, as an Hebrew termination, but not Cypris the Greek name for Veous, 
gs {ome critics were ready to correét it, | 
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CHAP. VII. 


The Fews become Confederates with Cefar when he fought againft 
| Egypt. The glorious Adions of Antipater, and his Friend-~ 
Ship with Cejaz. The Honours which the Fews recaved from 


the Romans and Athenians. 


δι. ἌΤΟΝΝ after Pompey was dead, and after that viftory 
N Cefar had gained over him, Antipater, who manag- 
ed the Jewith affairs, became very ufetul to Cefar, when he 
made war againft Egypt, and that by the order of Hyrcanus : 
¢ For when Mithridatus ot Pergamus was bringing his auxilia- 
ries, and wag not able to c: ntinue his march through Pelufium, 
but obliged to flay at.Afkelon, Antipater came to him, con- 
duéting three thoufand οἵ the Jews armed men: He had alfo 
taken care'the principal men of the Arabians fhould come to 
his affiftance ; and on his account it was that all the Syriang 
affifted him alfo, as not willing to appear behind hand in their 
alacrity tor Cefar, viz. Jamblicus the ruler, and Ptolemy his 
fon, and Tholomy the fon of Sohemus, who dwelt at mount 
Libanus, and almoft all the cities. So Mithridates marched 
out of Syria, and came to Pelufium ; and when its inhabitants 
would not admit him he befieged the city. Now. Antipater 
fignalized himfelf here, and was the γῇ who plucked down 
a part of the wall. and fo opened a way to the reft, whereby 
they might enter the city, and by this means Pelufium was 
taken : But it happened that the Egyptian Jews, who dwelt in 
the country called Onion, would not let Antipater and Mith- 
ridates, with their foldiers, pafs te Cefar, but Antipater per- 
fuaded them to come over totheir party, becaufe he was of 
the fame people with them, and that chiefly by fhewing them 
the epiftles of Hly rcanus the high prieft, wherein he exhorted 
them to cultivate friendfhip with Celar, and to fupply his ar- 
my with money, and all forts of provifions which they want- 
ed: And accordingly when they faw Antipater and the high 
prieft of the fame fentiments, they did as they were defired, 
And when the Jews about Memphis heard that thefe Jews were 
come over to Cefar, they alfo invited Mithridates, to come to 
them ; fo he came and received them alfo into his army. 

2. And when Mithridates, had gone over all Delta, as the 
place is called, he came toa pitched battle with the enemy, 
near the place calledthe Jewifh Camp. Now Mithridates had 
the right wing, and Antipater the left ; and when it came to a 
fight, that wing where Mithridates was gave way, and was 
hhkely to fuffer extremely, unlefs Antipater had come running 
to him with his own foldiers along the fhore, when he had al- 
ready beaten the enemy that oppofed him: So he delivered 
Mithridates, and put thofe Egyptians who had been too hard 
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for him, to flight. He alfo took their camp and continued in 
the pur‘uit of them. He allo recalled Mithndates, who had 
been worfted, and was retired a great way off;.0f whofe ...}- 
diers eight hundred tell, but of Antipater’s fitty. Sq Muuri- 
dates fent an account of this battle to Celar, and openly de- 
clared, that Antipater was the author of this victory, and «. 
his own prefervation, infomuch that Cefar commended Anti- 
pater then, and made ufe of him all the reft of that war in the 
moft hazardous undertakings: He happened allo to be wouad- 
ed in one of thofe engagements. 

4. However, when Cefar, after fome time, had finifhed that 
war, and was failed away from. Syria, he honvured Antipater 

reatly, and confirmed Hyrcanus in the aigh pricitioo tl; aad 
FeRowd qn Antipater the privileges of a citizen of Rome, ang 
a freedom from taxes every where : And it tsreparted »y ma- 
ny, that Hyrcanus went along with Antipater in this expedi- 
tion, and came himlelf into Exypt. And Strabo of Cappado- 
cia bears witnefs to this, when he fays thus, in the name of 
Afinius: ‘* Atter Mithridates had invaded Egypt, and with 
him Hyrcanus the high prielt of the Jews." Nay, the fame 
Strabo fays thus again, in anather place, in the name οἱ Hyp- 
ficrates, that ‘* Mithridates at firft went out alone, but that An- 
tipater, who had the care of the Jewith affairs, was called by 
him to Afkelon, and that he had gotten ready three thouland 
foldiers to gu along with him, and encouraged other gover- 
nors of the coyntry to go along with him allo ; and that Hyr- 
canus the high prieft, was alfo prefent in this expedition.” 
This is what Strabo fays. 

4. But Anugonus, the fon of Ariftobulus, came at this time 
to Cefar, and ‘ lamented his tather’s fate ; and complained, 
that it was by Antipater’s means that Ariftobulus was taken off 
by poifon, and his brother was beheaded by Scipio, and defir. 
ed that he would take pity of htm who had been ejected out 
of that principality which was dueto him.” He alfo accuf. 
ed Hyrcanus and Antipater as governing the nation by vid. 
lence, and offering’injuries to himfelf. Antipater wag prefent 
and made hig detence a8 to the accufations that were laid a- 
gainfthim. He demonftrated, that “ Antigonusand his party 
were given to innovation, and were feditious perfong. He al- 
{o put Cefar in mind what difficult fervices he had undergone 
when -he affifted him in his wars, and difcourfed about what 
he was a witne(ls of himfelf. He added that Ariftobulus was 
juftly carried away to Rome, as one that wags an enemy to the 

omans, and could never be brought to bea triend to them, 
and that hig brother had no more than he deferved from Sci- 
pio, as being feized in committing robberies ; and that this 

unilhment was not infliéted on him in a way of violence or 
injuftice by him that that did it.” _ 

ς. When Antipater had made this fpeech, Cefar appointed 
Hyrcanus to be high prieft ; and gave Antipater what princie 
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palit he himfelt fhould choofe, leaving the determination to 
imfelf : So he made him procurator οἵ Judea. Healfo gave 
Hyrcanus leave to raife up the walls of his own city, upon his 
afking that favour of him, for they had been demolifhed by 
Pompey. And this grant he fent tothe confuls to Rome, to 
be engraven inthe capitol. The * decree of the fenate was 
this that follows : ‘‘ Lucius Valerius, the fon of Lucius the 
pretor, referred this to the fenate, upon the ides of December, 
in the temple of Concord. There were prefent at the writing 
of this decree Lucius Coponius, the fon of Lucius of the Col- 
hine tribe, and Papirius of the Quirine tribe, concerning the 
affairs which Alexander the fon of Jafon, and Numenius the 
fon of Antiochus, and Alexander the fon of Dofitheus, ambaf- 
fadors of the Jews, good and worthy men, propofed, who came 
to renew that league of good-will and friendthip with the Ro- 
mans which was in being before. They alfo brought a fhield 
of gold, asa mark of confederacy, valued at fifty thoufand 
pieces of gold; and defired that letters might be given them, 
dire€&ted both to the free cities and to the kings, that their 
country and their havens might be at peace, and that no one 
among them might receive any injury. It therefore pleafed 
[the fenate] to make a league of friendfhip and good-will with 
them, and to θεῖον on them whatfoever they ftood in need 
of, and to accept of the fhield which was brought by them, 
This was done in the ninth year of Hyrcanus the high-prieft 
and ethnarch, in the month Banemus.” Hyrcanus alfo receiv- 
ed honours from the people of Athens, as having been ufeful 
to them on many occafions, And when they wrote to him, 
they fent him this decree, as it here follows: ‘ Under the 
prutaneia and priefthood of Dionyfius, the fon of Efculapius, 
on the fifth day of the latter part ef the month Panemus, this 
decree of the Athenians was givento their commanders, when 
Agathocles was archon, and Eucles, the fon of Menander of 
Alimofia, was the [cribe. In the month Munychion, on the 
eleventh day of the Prutaneia, a council of the prefidents was 
held in the theatre. Dovotheus the high-prieft, and the fellow 
prefidents with him, put it to the vote of the people. Diony- 
fius, the fon of Diony fius, gave the fentence: Since Hyrcan- 
us, the fon of Alexander, the high-prieft and ethnarch of the 
Jews, continues to bear good-will to our people in general, 


* Take Dr. Hudfon’s note upon this place, which 1 fuppofe to be the truth τ 
εἰ Here is fome miftake ia Jofephus : For when he had promifed us a decree for 
the reftoration of Jerulaiem, he Lrings in a decree of far greater antiquity, and that 
a league of friend{hip and union only. Que may eafily believe that Jolephus gave 
order for one thing, and his amanuentis performed another, by tranfpofing decrees 
that concerned the Hyrcani, and as deluded: by the fameneis of their names ; for that 
belongs to the fir high prieft of this name, [John Hyrcanus.] which Jof phas 
here alcribes to one that lived /ater, [Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander Janneus. ] 
However, the decrees which he propofes to {εἰ down follows a little lower, in the 
colleétion of Roman decrees, that concerned the Jews, and is that dated whep Cry 
fax was conful the fifth time,” See chap. x. § 5. 
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and to every one of our citizens in particular, and treat ther 
with all forts of kindnefs ; and when any of the Athenians 
come to him, either as ambaffadors, or on any occafion ot their 
own, he receives them in an obliging manner, and fees that 
they are conduéted back in fafety, of which we have had fev- 
eral former teftimonies, it is now alfo decreed, at the report of 
Theodofius, the fon of Theodorus, and upon his puiting the 

eople in mind of the virtue'of this man. and that his purpofe 
is to do us all the good that is in his power, to honour him 
with a crown of gold, the ufual reward according to the law, 
and to ereé& his ftatue in brafs in the temple of Demus, and of 
the graces ; and that this: prefent of a crown fhall be proclaim- 
ed publicly in the theatre, in the Dionyfian thews, while the 
riew tragedies are acting ; and in the Panathenean and Eleufin- 
ian, and Gymnieal fhews alfo ; and that the commanders fhall 
take care, while he continues in his friendfhip, and preferves | 
his good-will to us, to return all poflible honour and favour to 
the man for his affeftion and generofity ; that by this treatment 
it may appear how our people receive the good kindly, and 
repay them a fuitable reward ; and he may be induced to pro- 
ceed in his affe€&tion towards us, by the honours we have al- 
ready paid him. That ambaffadors be alfo chofen out of all 
the Athenians, who fhall carry this decree to him, and defire 
him to accept of the honours we do him, and to endeavour al- 
ways to be doing fome good to our city.” And this fhall fuf- 
fice us to have fpoken as to the honours that were paid by the 
Romans and the people of Athens, to Hyrcanus. 


CHAP. IX. 


How Antipater committed the care of: Galilee to Herod, and 
that of Ferufalem to Phafaelus : As alfo, how Herod, upon 
the Fews envy at Antipater, was accufed before Hyrcanus. 


$1. New when Cefar had fettled the affairs of Syria, he 

failed away : And as {oon as Antipater had conduét- 
ed Czfar out of Syria, he returned to Judea. He thenimme- 
diately raifed up the wall which had been thrown down by 
Pompey ; and, by coming thither, he pacified that tumult 
which had been in the country, and this by both threatening. 
and advifing them to be quiet : For that, “ 1f they would be 
of Hyrcanus's fide, they would live happily, and lead their 
lives without difturbance, in the enjoyment of their own pof- 
fefhions ; but if they were addicted to the hopes of what might 
come by innovation, and aimed to get wealth thereby they, 
fhould have him a fevere matter, inftead of a gentle governor, 
and Hyrcanus a tyrant, inftead of a king, and the Romans, to- 
gether with Czfar, their bitter enemies, inftead of rulers, for 
that they would never bear him to be fet afide whom they had 
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appointed to govern.” And when Antipater had faid this to 
them, he himflelt tettled the affairs οἱ this country. | 

ἃ. And feeing that Hyrcanus was of a flow and flothful 
temper, he made Phafaetus, his eldeft fon, governor of Jerufa- 
Jem, and of the places that were about it, but committed Galt- 
lee to Herod, his next fon, who was then avery young man, 
for he was but * fifteen yearsof age: But that youth of his 
was no impediment to him; but as he was a youth of great 
inind, he prefently met with an opportunity of fignalizing his 
courage: For finding that there was one Hezektas, a captain 
of a band of robbers, who overran the neighbouring parts of 
Syria, with a great troop ofithem, he feized him, and flew hin, 
as well as a great number of the other robbers that were with 
him ; for which a€tion he was greatly beloved by the Syrians, 
for wheri they were very defirous to have their country freed 
rom this nef of robbers, he purged it ofthem : So they fung 
fongs in his commendation in their villages and cities, as hav- 
ing procured them peace, and the fecure enjoyment of their 
pofieflions ; and on this account it was that he became known 
to Sextus Cefar, who was a relation of the great Cefar’s, and 
was now prefident of Syria. Now Phafaelus, Herod’s broth- 
er, was moved with emulation at his aftions, and envied the 
fame he had thereby gotten, and became ambitious not to be 
behindhand with him in deferving it: So he made the inhab- 
itants of Jerufalem bear him the greateft good will, while he 
held the city himfelf, but did neither manage its affairs improp- 
erly, nor abufe his authority therein. This-condu& procured 
from the nation to Antipater fuch refpe&t as is due to kings, 
and fuch honours as he might partake of if he were an abfolute 
lord of the country. Yet did not this fplendor of his, as fre- 
quently happens 1n the leaft diminifh in him that kindnefs and 

delity which he owed to Hyrcanus. 

3. But now the principal men among the Jews, when the 
faw Antipater and his fons to grow fo much in the good will 
the nation bear to them, and in the revenues which they receiv- 
ed out of Judea ; and out of Hyrcanus’s own wealth, they bé- 
came ill difpofed to him: For indeed Antipater had contraét- 
eda friendihip with the Roman emperors ; and when he had 
prevailed with Hyrcanus to fend them money, he took it.to 

imfelf, and purloined the prefent intended, and {ent it, as if 1t 
were his own, and not Hyrcanus’s gift to them. Hyrcanus 
heard of this his management, but took no care about it, nay, 
he rather was very glad of it: But the chief men οἱ the Jews 


* Thofe who will carefully obferve the feveral nccafional numbers and chrone~ 
logical characters in the life and death of this Herod, and of his children, hereafter 
noted, wil fee, that (wenly five years, and not fifteen muft For certain have been here 
Jofephns’s own number tor the age of Herod, when he was made governor of Gal- 
lee. See chap. xxiii. & 5. and ch. xxiv. § 7 and particularly Antig. B. XVIX. ch. 
viii § 1. Vol. IL. whereabout 44 yeats afterwards Herod dics an old mam εἰ 
“about 70, Ι 
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were therefore in fear, becaufe they faw that Herod was ἃ vi- 
olent and bold man, and very defirous of aéting tyrannically 3; 
fo they came to Hyrcanus, and now accufed Antipater open- 
ly, and faidto him, “ How long wilt thou be quiet, under 
fuch aétions as are now done ? Or doft thou nat lee that An- 
tipater and his fonshave already feized upon the government ὃ 
and that itis only the name of a king which is given thee ? 
But do not thou fuffer thefe things to be hidden from thee ; 
nor do thou think to efcape danger, by being fo carelefs of 
thyfelf and οἱ thy kingdom; for Antipater and his fons are 
not now ftewards of thine affairs : Do not thou deceive thy- 
felf with fuch a notion, they are evidently abfolute lords; for 
Herod, Antpator’s fon, hath flain Hezekiah and thofe that 
were with him, and hath thereby tranfgreffed our law, which 
hath torbidden to flay any man, even though he were a wick- 
ed man, unlefs he had been fir * eondemned to fuffer death 
by the fanhedrim ; yet hath he been fo infolent as to do this, 
and that without any authority from thee.” * 

4. Upon Hyrcanus’s hearing this, hé complied with them, 
The mothers alfo of thofe that had been flain by Herod railed 
his indignation ; fer thele womén continued every day in the 
temple, perfuading the king, and the people, that Herod 
might undergo a trial before the fanhedrim for what he had 
done. Hyrcanits was fo moved by thefe complaints, that he 
fummoned Herod to come to his trial, for what was charged 
upon him. Accordingly he came; but his father had perfua- 
ded him to come not like aprivate man, but with a guard, tor 
the fecurity ot his perfon ; andthat when’ he had fettled the af- 
tairs of Galilee in the beft manner he could for his own advan- 
tage, he fhould come to histriak, but {till with a body of men 


fu ficient for his fecurity on his journey, yet fo that he fhould . 
t 


not come with fo great a force as might look κε terrifying 
Hyrcanus, bat {till fuch an one as might not expofe him nak- 
ed and unguarded [to his enemies|. However, Sextus Cz- 
far, prefident of Syria, wrote te Hyreanus, and defired him: 
to clear Herod, and dmifs him at his trial, and threatened 
him before hand, .if he'did- not do it. Which epiftle of bis 
was the occafion of Hyrcanus’s delivering Herod trom {uffer« 
ing any harm from the fanhedrim, for he loved him as hig 
own fon. But whet Herod ftood before the fanhedrim, with 
his body of men about him, he affrighted them all, and no 
one of his former accufers durft after that bring any charge as 
gainft- him, but there was a: dcep filence, and no body knew 


® It is here worth our while to remark, that none could be put to death in Ju.’ 
dea put by theapprebation οὗ the Jewith fanhedrim, their being an excellent pro 
vifyou io the Jaw of Males, that even in criminal caufes, and particularly where life 
was cor.cerned, an appeal fheuld lie from the leffir councils of feven in the other’ 
cities, to the fupren.e council of reventy-one at Jerufalem. And this is exaétly. 
accoxding to our Savivur's words, when he fays, /2 could not ἐς that a prophet fruuté 
μεσ out of Ferufalem, Luke xiii 33. 

Vor. Il, S 


᾿ 


1 


ὩΣ ANTIQUITIE£EGS OF THE Jews. [Book XIV. 


what wasto be done. When affairs ftood thus, one whofe 
‘fhame was * Sameas, a righteous man he was, and for that rea- 
fon above all tear, who rofe'up, and faid, “" Ὁ you that are 
affeffors with me, and O thou that art our king, I neither have 
ever myfelf known fucha cafe, nor do I fuppofe that any one 
of you can name its parallel, tha. one who 1s called to take 
his trial by us ever ftood in fuch a manner before us ; but ev- 
éry one, whofoever he be, that comes to be tried by this 
fanhedrim, prefents himfelt in a fubmiffive manner, and like. 
ene that is in fear of himfelt, and that endeavours to move us 
to,compaffion, with his hair difhevelled, and in a black and 
mourning garment : But this admirable man Herod, who is 
accufed of murder, and called to anfwer fo heavy an accufa- 
tion, ftands here clothed in purple, and with the hair of his 
head finely trimmed, and with his armed men about him, that 
if we thall condemn him by our law he may flay us, and by 
overbearing juftice may himfelf efcape death. Yet do not f 
make this complaint againft Herod himfelt; he is to be fure 
more concerned tor himfelt than for the laws; but my com- 

laint is againft yourfelves, and your king, who give hima 
Fcenfe fo to do. However, take you notice, that God is 

reat, and that this very man, whom youare going to abfolve 
and difmifs, for the fake of Hyrcanus, will one day puntfh 
both you and your king himfelt alfo.” Nor did Sameas mif- 
take in any part of this predi€tion : For when Hered had re- 
᾿ ceived the kingdom, he flew all the membersof this fanhedrim, 
and Hyrcanus himfelf alfo, excepting Sameas, for he hada 
great honour for him on account of his righteoufnefs, and be- 
caufe, when the city was afterward befieged by Herod and So- 
fius, ‘he perfuaded the people to admit Herod into it; and told 
them, “ That for their fins they would not be able to efcape 
his hands.” Which things will be related by us in their pro- 
per places. ; 

5. But when Hyrcanus faw that the members of the fanke- 
drim were ready to pronounce the fentence of death upon 
Herod, he put off the trial to another day, and fent privately to 
Herod, and advifed him to fly out of the city, lor that by this 
means, hemightefcape. So he retired to Damafcus, as though 
he fled trom the king : And when he had been with Sextus 
Czfar, and had put his own affairs in a fyre pofture, he refolv- 
éd to do thus, that in cafe he were again fummoned: before the 
fanhedrim to take his trial, he would: not obcy that-fummons, 
Hereupon the members of the fanhedrim had great indignation. 
at this pofture of affairs, and endeavoured to perfuade Hyrca- 
nus, that all thefe things were againft him. hich ftate o 
matters he was not ignorantot; but his temper was fo un- 
manly. and fo foolifh, that he was able to do nothing at all. 
But when Sextus had made Herod general of the army of Ce- 


* This account, as Reland obferves, is confirmed by the Talmudifs, who call 
this Sameas, S:meon the fon of Shetach. 
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lefy ria, for he fold htmthat poft for money, Hyrcanus was if. 
fear left Herod fhould make war.upon him: Nor was the ef, 
fett of what he feared long in coming upon him, for Herod, 
came, and brought an army along with him, to fight with Hyré 
canus, as being angry at .the trial he’ had been fummoned ta 


undergo before the ianhedrim : But his father Antipater, and ~ 


his brother{ Phafzlus ], met himsand hindered him from affaul- 
ting Jerufalem. They allo pacified his vehement temper, and 
-perfuaded him to do no overt a*tion, but only to affright them, 
with threatenings,& to proceed no farther againft ene who had 
given him the dignity he had : They alfo defired him not only 
to be angry that he wat furnmoned, and obliged to come to his 
trial, but to remember withal, how he was.difmrffed without 
condemnation, and how he oaght to give Hyrcarius thanks for. 
the fame, and that he was not to regard only what was difagrees 
able to him, and be unthankful for hrs deliverance. So they 
defired him to confider, that fince τι is God that turns the fcales 
of wart, there is great uncertainty in the iffues of battles, and 
that therefore he ought not to expeét the vi€tory, when he fhould 
fight with his king, and him that hai fupported him, and be- 
towed many benefits upon him, and had done nothing itfelf 
very fevere to him ; for that his accufation,. .which was deriv. 
éd trom evil counfellors, aad not trom himfelf, had rather the 
fafpicion of fome feverity, than any thing really fevere in it. 
Herod was perfuaded by thefe arguments, and believed that 1t 
was fufficient for his future hopes to have made a fhew of his 
ftrength before the nation, and done no more to it: And in 
this itate were the affairs of Judea at this time. 


CHAP. Χ. 


The honours that were paid the Jews ; and the Leagues that ᾿ 


t were made by the Romans, and other nations, with them, 


§ 1. No” -when Czfar was come to Rome, he was-ready 

to fail into Africa to fight againft Scipio and Cato, 
when Hyrcanus fent ambaffadors to him, and by them defired 
that he would ratify that league of friendfhip and mutual alli- 
ance which was between them. And it feems to me to be ne- 
ceffary here to give an account of all the honours that the Ro- 
mans and their emperors paid to our nation, and of the leagues 
of mutual affiftance they have made with it, that all the reft of 
mankind may know what regard the kingsof Afia and Europe 
have had to us, and thatthey have been abundantly fatisfied 


of out courage and fidelity ; for, whereas many will not be- ' 


dieve what hath been written about us by the Perfians and Ma- 
cedonians, becaufe thofe writings are not every where to be 
met with, nor do lie in public places, but among us ourfelves 
and certain other barbarous nations, while there is no contra- 


κ 
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‘diGtion to be made againft the decrees of the Romans, for the 
are laid up in the public places of the cities, and are extant ftill 
inthe capitol, and engraven upon pillars ot brafs; nay, be- 
fides this, Julius Caefar made a pillar of brafs for the Jews at 
Alexandria, and declared publicly that they were citizens at 
Alexandria. Out of thefe evidences will I demonftrate what 
I fay ; and will now fet down the decrees made both by the 
fenate, and by julius Czfar, which relate to Hyrcanus, and 

to our nation. . 
2. ‘Caius Julius Czfar, imperator and high prieft, and dic- 
tator the fecond time, to the magiftrates fenate, and people 
of Sidon, fendeth greeting : 1f you be in health it 1s well. 
1 alfo, and the army‘ are well. I have fent you 8 copy 
of that decree, regiftered on the tables, which concerns 
Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander, the high prieft and eth- 
narch of the Jews, that it may be laid up among the public re- 
cords ; and I will that it be openly propafed ina tale of brafs, 
bothin Greek, and in Latin. It is as follows: I Julius Caz- 
far, imperator the fecond time, and high prieft, have made this 
decree, with the approbation of the fenate: Whereas Εν γος 
nus, the fon αἱ Alexander the Jew, hath demonttrated his fidel- 
ity and diligence about our affairs, and this bath now and in for- 
mer times, both in peace, and in war, as many of out generale 
have borne witnefs, and came to our affiftance in the ἢ *At- 
exandrian war with fitteen hundred {oldiers ; and when he was 
fent by meto Mithridates, fhewed himfelt fuperior in valour to 
all the reft of that army : For thefe reafons I will, that Hyrca- 
nus, the fon of Alexander, and his children, be ethnarchsof 
the Jews, and have the high priefthood of the Jews for ever 
according to the cuftoms of their forefathers, and that he and 
his fons be our confederates ; and that befides this, every one 
of them be reckoned among our particular friends. I alfo or- 
dain, that he andhis children retain whatioever privileges be- 
long to the office of high prieft, or whatfoeyer favours have 
heen hitherto granted them. And if at any time hereatter there 
arifeany queftions about the Jewifh cuftoms, I will that he de- 
termine the fame. And I think it not proper that they fhould 
be obliged to find us winter quarters, or that any money fhould 

be réquired of them.” | 

3. “* The decrees of Caius Cefar, conful, containing what 
hath been granted and determined, are as follows : That Hvr- 
canus and his children bear rule over the nation of the Jews, 
and have the profits of the places to them bequeathed ; and that 
he as himfelf the high-prieft and ethnarch οἱ the Jews. defend 
thefe that are injured. And that ambaffadors be fent to Hyr- 
canus the fon of Alexander, the high-prieft of the Jews that 
-may difcourfe with him about a Jeague of triendfhip and mu- 


* That Hyrcanus was bimfelf in Egypt, alqang with Antipater, at this time, 
to whom accordingly the bold and prudent aétions of his deputy Antipater are here 
afcribed, as this decree of Julius. Caefar fuppnfes, we are farther affured by the 
teitimony of Strabo, already produced by Jolephus, chap. viii § . 
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tual afiftance, and that a table of brafs, containing the premi- 
fes, be openly propofed in the capitol, and at Sidon, and T yre, 
and Alkelon, and in the temple, engraven in Roman and Greek 
letters: That this decree may alfo be communicated to the 
queftors and pretors of the feveral cities, and to the friends of 
the Jews : And that the amhaffadors may have prefents made 
them, that thefe decrees be fent every where ” 

4. “ Caius Cefar, imperator, di€tator, conful, hath granted 
That out of regard to the honour and virtue, and kindnefs 0 
the man, and fe the advantage ef the fenate, and of the people 
of Rome, Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander, both he and his 
children be high-priefts and priefts of Jerufalem, and of the 
ἤπια nation, by the fame. right, and according to the fame 

aws, by which their progenitors have held the priefthood.” 

5. “ Caius Cefar, conful the. fifth time, hath decreed, That 
the Jews fhall poffefs ferufalem, and may encompafs that 
city with walls ; and that Hyrcanus, the fon of Alexander, the 
high-prieft and ethnarch οἵ the Jews, retain in the man- 
ner he himfelt pleafes ; and that the Jews be allowed to de, 
du& out of their tribute every fecond year the land is let [in 
the fabbatic period ] a corus of that tribute, and that the tnb- 
ute they pay be nat let to farm, nor that they pay always the 
fame tribute.” 

6. “ Caius Cefar, imperator the fecond time, hath ordained, 
That all the country of the Jews, excepting Joppa, do pay a 
tribute yearly forthe city Jerufalem, excepting the feventh, 
which they call the Sabbatical year, becau‘e thereon they net, 
ther receive the fruits of their trees, nor do they fow their 
Jand ; and that they pay their tribute in Sidon on the fecond 
year [οἵ that Sabbatical period, | the fourth part of what was 
fown: And befides this, they are to pay the fame tithes to 
Hyrcanus and his fons, which they paid to their torefathers. 
And that no one, neither prefident, nor lieutenant, nor ambaf. 

ador, raife auxiliaries within the bounda of Judea. nor.my 
foldiers exa& money of them for winter quarters, or und 
any other pretence, but that they be free from all forts of 
injuries : And that whatfoever they fhall hereafter have, and 
are in poffeffion of, or have bought, they fhall retatn them a}l. 
It is alto our pleafure, that the city Joppa, which the Jews 
had originally, when they made a leugue of triend(hip with 
the Romans, hall belong to them, as it tormerly did, and that 
Hyrcanus, the fon of Adexander, and his fons, have as tribute 
of that city from thofe that occupy the Jand tor the country, 
and for what they export every year to Sidon, twenty thou. 
fand, fix hundred and feventy-five modii every year, the fev- 
enth-year, which they call-the Sabbatic year, exceptgd, where- 
on they neither plough, nor receive the produét of their trees. 
It ts alfo the pleafure of the fenate, that as to the villages 
which dre in the great plain, which Hyrcanus and his foreta- 
therg tormerly pofleffed, Hyrcanus and the Jews have them 
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with the fame privileges with which they formerly had them 
aifo, and that the fame original ordinances remata full in 
force, which concern the Jews, with regard to their bigh- 
πεῖς ; and that they enjoy the fame benefits which they havé 
fod formerly by the conceflion of the people, and of the fea- 
ate ; and let them enjoy the like privileges in Lydda. It isthe 
leafure alfo of the fenate, that Hyreanus the cthnarch, and the 
ews, retain thofe places, countries, and villages, which be- 
ed to the kings of Syria and Phenicia, the confederates of 

the Romans, and which they had beflowed on them as their 
free gifts. It is alfo granted to Hyrcanus, and to his fons, 
and to the anbaffadors by them fent to us, that inthe fights 
between fingle gladiators and in thofe with beafts, they thall 
fit among the fenators to fee thofe fhews ; and that when they 
defire an audience, they thall'be introduced into the fenate by 
the di@ator. or by the general of the horfe; and when they: 
have introduced them, their anfwers fhall be returned them 
᾿ jm ten days at the fartheft, after the decree of the fenate is 
sade aboat their affairs.” . 

ἡ. “© Caius Cefar, imperator, di@ator the fourth time, and 
conful the fifthtime, declared to be perp:tual dittator, made 
this {peech concerning the rights and privileges οἱ Hyrcanus 
the fon of Alexander, the high-prieft and ethnarch of the Jews. 
Since thofe * imperators that have been in the provinces be- 
fore me have borne witnefs to Hyrcanus, the high prieft of 
the_Jews, and to the Jews themlelves, and this betore the fen- 
ate and people of Rome, when the people and fenate return- 
ed their thanks tothem, it is good that we now alfo remember 
the fame, and provide that a requital be madeto Hyrcanus, to 
the nation of the Jews, and to the fons of Hyrcanus, by the 
fenate and people of Rome, and that fuitably to what gcod 
will they have thewn us, and to the benefits they have beitow- 
ed upen us.” 

8. ““ Julius Caius, pretor {conful] of Rome, to the magif- 
trates, fenate, and peopie of the Parians, fendeth greeting: The 
Jews of Delos, and fome other Jews that fojourn there, in the 
prefence of your ambaffadors, fignified to us, that by a decree 
of yours, you forbid them to make ufe of the cuftoms of their 
forefathers, and their way of facred worfhip. Now it does 
not pleafe me, that {uch decreds fhould be made againift our 
friends and confederates, whereby they are forbidden to live 
according to their own cufloms, or to bring in contributions, 
for common fuppers, and holy feftivals, while they are not 
forbidden {fo to do even at Rome itfelt ; for even Caius Cefar 
our imperator and con{ul, in that decree wherein he forbad the 
Bacchanal rioters to meet in the city, did yet permit thefe 


* Dr. Hudfon juftly fuppofes, thatthe Roman imperators, or generals of ar 
mics, meant both here and § 2. who gave teRimony to Hyrcarius’s and the Jows 
faithfulnels and good will to the Romans before the fenate and p-ople of Rome, 
Were principally Pampey, Scaurus, and Gablnius : OF alt whom Jofephus had 
already given us the hiflory, {fo far as the Jews were concerned with them. 
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Jews, and thefe only, both to bring in their contributions, 
and to make their common fappers. Accordingly, when I 
forbid other Bacchanal rioters I permit thefe Jews to gather 
themfelves together, according to the cuftoms and laws of 
their forefathers, and to perfift theroin. It will be therefore 
goed for you, that if you have made any decree againft thefe 
our friends and confederates, to abrogate the fame, by reafon 
of their virtue, and kind difpofition towards us.”’ 

9. Now alter Caius was flain, when Marcus Antonius, and 
Pubhius Dofabella, were confuls, they both aflembled the fen- 
ate, and introduced Hyrcanus’s ambafladors into it, and dif- 
eourfed οἱ what they defired. and made a league of friendfhip 
with them. The fenate allo decreed, to grant them all they des 
fired. 1 add the decree itfelf, that thole who read the prefens 
work, may have ready by them ademonffration of the truth 
. ot what we fay : The decree was this: 

10. “Τῆς decree of the fenate, copied out of the treafury, 
from the public tables belonging to the queftors, when Quin. 
tus Rutilius and Caius Gornelius were queftors, and taker 
out of the fecond table of the δεῖ clafs, on the third day be- 
fore the ides of April. in the temple of Concord. There 
were prefent at the writing of this decree, Lucius Calpurnius, 
Pifo of the Menenian tribe, Servius Papinius Potitus of the 
Lemonian tribe, Caius Caninius Rebilius of the Terentine 
tribe, Publius Tidetius, Lueius Apulinus, the fon of Lucius, 
of the Sergian tribe, Flavius, the fon of Lucius, of the Lemo- 
nian tribe, Publius Platius, the fon ot Publius of the Papyrian 
tribe, Marcus Acihus, the fon of Marcus, of the Mecian tribe, 
Lucius Erncius, the fon of Lucius, of the Stellatine tribe, 
Marcus Quintius Plancillus, the fon of Marcus of the Pol. 
lian tribe, and Publius Serius. Publius Dolabelia, and Mars 
cus Antonius, the confuls, made this reference to the fenate, 
that as to thofe things which by the decree of the fenate, 
Caius Cefar had adjudged about the Jews, and yet had not hi- 
therto that decree brought into the treafury, itis our will, as 
it is alfo the defire of Publius Dolabela, and Marcus Antonius, 
our confuls to have thefe decrees put into the public tables, 
and brought to the city queftors, that they may take care to 
have them put upon the double tables, This was done before 
the fifth of the ides of February, in the temple of Concord. 
Now the ambaffadors from Hyrcanus the high-prief were 
thefe, Lyfimachus the fon of Paufanius, Alexander the fon of 
Theodorus, Patroclus the fon ‘of Chereas, and Jonathan the 
fon of Onias.” . 

18. Hyrcanus fent alfo one of thefe ambaffadors to Dolabel. 
la, who was then the prefe& of Affa, and defired him to dimils 
the Jews from military fervices, and to preferve to them the 
cuftoms of their forefathers, and to permit them to hive accorde 
ing tothem. And when Dolabella had received Hyrcanus‘s 
letter, without any farther deliberation, he fent an epiille toal} 
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the Afiatics, and particularly to the city of the Ephefians, the 
Metropolis of Alia about th® Jews ; a copy of which epiftle 
here follows: | . 

12. “ When Artemor was prytanis. on the frft day of the 
month Leneon, Dolabella imperator to the fenate, ‘and magif- 
trates, and people of the Ephefians fendeth greeting : Alex- 
ander, the fon of Theodorus, the ambaffador of Hyrcanus, the 
fon of Alexander the high-priefl and ethnarch of the Jews, ap-- 
peared before me, to fhew that his countrymen could not go 
into their armies, becaule they are not allowed to bear arms, 
or to travel on the Sabbath days, nor there to procure them- 
felves thofe forts of food which they have been ufed to eat from 
the times of their forefathers ; I do therefore grant them a free- 
dom trom guing into the army, as the former prefeéis have 
done, and permit them to ule the cuftoms of their foretathers, 
in affembling together for facred and religious purpofes, as 
their law requires, atid for colle€ting oblations neceffary for 
facrifices: And my will is that you write this to the feveral 
cities under your jurifdiction.” . 

13, And thefe were the concefhions that Dolabella made to 
our nation, when Hyrcanus fent an embaflage to him. But 
Lucius the conful’s decree run thus: “1 have at my tribunal 
fet thele Jews, whoare citizens of Rome. and follow the Jew~ 
ith religious rites, and yet live at Ephefus, free from going into 
thearmy, on account of the fuperftition they are under, This 
was done before the twelfth, of the calendsof O&ober, when Lu- 
cius Lentulus. and Caius Marcellus, were confulsin the pref- 
ence of Titus Appius Balgus, thefon of Titus, and lieuten- 
ant of the Horatian tribe, of Titus Tongius, the fon of Titus 
of the Cruftamine tribe, οἱ Quintus Refius, the fon of Quin- 
tus, of Titus Pompeius Longinus, the fon of Titus, of Caius 
Servilius, the fon of Caius otf the Terentine tribe, of Bracchus 
the military tribune, of Publius Lucius Gallus, the fonof Pu- 
blius of the Veturian tribe, of Caius Sentius, the fonof Caius 
ot the Sabbatine tribe, of Titus Atilius Bulbus, the fon of 
Titus, lieutenant and vice pretor, to the magiftrates, fenate, 
and people of the Ephefians, fendeth greeting : Lucius Lentu- 
jus the conful feed the qcws that are in Afia from going into 
the armies at my interceflion for them. And when I had made 
the [ame petition fometime afterward to Phanius the imperator, 
and to Lucius Antonius the vice queftor: 1 ubtained that privi- 
lege of them alfo; and my willis, that you take care that no 
one give them any difturbance.” 

14. The decree of the Delians. ‘‘ The anfwer of the pretors, 
when Beotus was archon, on the twentieth day ot the month 
Thargeleon, while Marcus Pifo the lieutenant lived in our 
city, who was alfo appointed over the choice of the foldiers, 
he called us, and many other of the citizens, and gave order, 
that if there be here any Jews, who are Roman citizens, no- 
oneis to give themany difturbance about going into the ar. 
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my, becaufe Cornelius Lentulus the ¢onful freed the Jews 
from going into the army, on account of the fuperftition they 
are under ; you are therefore obliged to fubmit to the pretor.” 
And the like decree was made by the Sardians about us alfg, 

15. “* Caius Phanius, the fon of Caius, imperator and cone © 
ful, to the magiftrates ot Cos, fendeth greeting : 1 would have 
you know that the ambaffadors of the Jews have been with 
me, and defired they might have thofe decrees which the fen- 
ate had made about them ; which decrees are here fubjotned. 
My will 1s, that you have a regard to, and take care of thefe 
men, according to the fenate’s decree, that they may be fafely, 
conveyed home through your country.” 

16. The declaration of Lucius Lentulus the conful: “ I 
have difmiffed thofe Jews who are Roman citizens, and who 
appear to me to have their religious rites, andto obferve the 
laws of the yews at Ephefus, on account of the fuperftition 
they are under. This a& was done before the thirteenth of 
the calends of O@ober.” 

17. ‘* Lucius Antonius, the fon of Marcus, vice queftor, 
and vice pretor, tothe magiftrates, fenate, and people of the 
Sardians, fendeth greeting : Thofe Jews that are our fellow- 
citizens of Rome, came to me, and demonftrated that they 
had an aflembly of their own, according to the laws of their 
fore-fathers, and this trom the beginning, as allo'a place of 
their own, wherein they determined their fuits and controver- 
fies with one anothor : Upon their petition therefore to me, 
that thefe might be lawful for them, I give order that thefe 
their privileges be preferved, and they be permitted to do ac 
cordingly.” 

18, ‘Fhe declaratton of Marcus Publias, the fon of Spuri-' 
us, fad of Marcus the fon ot Marcus, and of Lucius the fom 
of Publius : ‘* We went tothe proconful, and informed him 
of what Dofitheus, the fon of Cleopatrida of Alexandria defir. - 
ed, that, if he thought good, he would difmifs thofe Jews wha 
were Roman citizens, and were wont to obferve the rites o£ 
the Jewith religion, on account of the fuperiftition they were 
under. Accordingly he did difmifs them. ‘his was done 
before the thirteenth of the calends of O&ober.”’ | : 

19. “ Inthe month Quintilis, when Lucius Lentulus and 
Caius Marcellus were confuls ; and there were prefent Titus 
Appius Balbus, the fon of Titus, heutenant of the Horatiam 
tribe. ‘Fitus Tongius of the Craftumine tribe, Quintus Refi- 
us the fon of Quintis, Titus Pompeius the fon οἱ Titus, Cor- 
nelius Longinus, Caius Servilius Bracchus, the fon of Caius, 
a military tribune, of the Terehtine tribe, Publius Cluftus 
Gallus, the fon of Publius, of the Veturian tribe, Caius Teu- 
tius the fon of Caius, a military tribune, of the Emilian tribe, 
Sextus Atilius Serrannus, the fon of Sextus, of the Efquiline 
tribe, Caius Pompeius the fon of Caius, of the Sabbatine tribe, 
Titus Appius Menander, the fon of Titus, Publius Servilius 
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Strabo, the fon of Publius, Lucius Paccius Capito, the fon of 
Lucius, of the Collinetribe, Aulus Furius Tertius, the fon of 
Aulus and Appius Menas. In. the prefence cf thefe it was 
that Lentulus pronounced this decree: I have before the tri- 
buna] dif{midled thofe Jews that are Roman citizens, and are 
accuftomed to obferve the facred rites of the Jews at Ephefus, 
gn account of the fuperftition they are under.” — " 
ao. “ὙΒε magiftrates of the Laodiceans to Caius Rubilius, 

the fon of Caius, the conful fendeth greeting : Sopater the 
ambaflador of Hyrcanus, the high-prieft, hath delivered us an. 
epiftle from thee, whereby. he lets us know, that ‘certain am- 
bafladors were come from Hyrcanus, the high-prieft of the 
Jews, and brought an epiftle written concerning their nation, 
wherein they delire that the Jews may be allowed to. obferve 
their Sabbaths, and other facred rites, according to the laws: 
of their forefathers, and. that they may be under no command, 
hecaufe they are our friends and confederates; and-that nobe- 
ey may injure them in our provinces, Now although the 

ralhans there prefent contradi€ted them, and were not: plea- 
fed with thefe decrees, yet didft thou give order that they 
fhould be obferved, and informedft us that thou hadft been. 
defired to write this tous about them.. We therefore. τὰ obe- 
dience to the injnn&lions we have received from thee, have, 
received the epiitle whichthou fenteft us, and have laid it up, 
by itfelf among our public records, And. as to the other. 
things about which thou didit fend tous, we wil] take. care 
that no complaint be made againft us.” 

a1. “ Publius Servilius, the fon‘of Publius; of the Galban. 

tribe, the proconful to the magiftrates, fenate, and people of 
the Milefians, fendeth greeting : Prytanes the fon of. Hermes, 
a citizen of yours, came to me when 1 was at Tralles, and; 
held a court there, and informed me that you ufed the Jews. 
in.a-way: different from my opinion, and forbade them to ce- 
lebrate their Sabbaths, and to perform the facred rites received: 
from their forefathers; and to manage the fruits of the land, 
according to theirancient cuftom, and that he had himfelf 
been the promulger.of your decree, according as_ your, laws 
require : I would therefore have you know, that upon hear- 
ing the pleadings on both fides, 1 gave fentence that the Jews 
{hould not be prohibited to make ufe of their own cuftoms.’’ 

.22. The decree of thofe of Pergamus. When Cratippus 
was prytanis, on the firft day of the month Defius, the decree 
of the pretors was this: ‘* Since the Romans, tollowing the 
conduét of their anceftors, undertake dangers for the common 
fatety of all mankind, and are ambitious to fettle their confed- 
erates and friends in happinefs, and in firm peace, and-fince 
the nation of the Jews, and their high-prieft Hyrcanus, fent 
as.ambafladors to them, Strato, the fon of Theodatus, and 
Apollonius, the fon of Alexander, and Eneas, the fon of An- 
tipater, and Arsflobulus, the fon of Amyatas, and Sofipater,. 
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- the fon of Oreftidas by defcent, but by adoption of Eunony- 
e 


mus, was prieft, on the * * * day of the month Arifterion, t 

decree of the people, upon the reprefentation of Marcus Al- 
exander, was this; ‘‘ Since we have ever a great regard to pi- 
ety towards God, and to holinefs. and fince we aim to tollow 
the people of the Romans, who are the benefa@ors of all men, 
and what they have written to us about a league of friendfhip 
and mutual affiftance between the Jews and our city, and that 
their facred offices, and accuftomed feftivals and affemblies 


-may be obferved Py them, we have decreed, that as many men 


and women of the Jews as are willing fo to do, may celebrate 
their Sabbaths, and perform their holy offices, according to the 
Jewith laws ; and may make their profeuche at the fea fide, 
according to the cuftoms of their forefathers ; and it any one, 
whether he be a magiftrate or private perfon, hindereth them 
from fo'doing, he fhall be liable to a fine, to be applied to the 
ufes of the city.” | 
' 24. The decree of the Sardians. This decree was made by. 
the fenate and people, upon the reprefentation of the pretors = 
** Whereas thofe Tews who are our fellow-citizens, and live 
with us in this city, have ever had great benefits heaped upon 
them by the people, and have come now into the fenate, and 
defired of the people that upon the reftitution of their law, and 
their liberty, by the fenate and people of Rome, they may af- 
femble together according to their ancient legal cuftom, and 
that we will not bring any {uit againft them about it ; and that 
a place may be given them where they may have their con- 
gregations, with their wives and children and may offer, as 
id their forefathers, their prayers and facrifices to God : Now 
the fenate and people have decreed to permit them to aflemble 
together on the days formerly appointed, and to aét according 
to their own laws ; and that fuch a place be {fet apart for them 
by the pretors, for the building and inhabiting the fame, as 
they fhall efteem fit for that purpofe : And that thofe that take 
care of the provifions for the city, fhall take care that fuch 
forts of food as they efteem fit for their eating, may be import- 
ed into the city.” 

25. The decree of the Ephefians. When Menophilus was 
prytanis, on the firft day of the month Artemifius, this decree 
was made by the people: “ Nicanor the fon of Euphemus, 
pronounced it, upon the reprefentation of the pretors. Since 
the Jews that dwell in this city have petitioned Marcus Julius 
Pompetius, the fon of Brutus, the proconful, that they might 
be allowed to obferve their Sabbaths, and to a& in all things 
according to the cuftoms of their torefathers, without imped:- 
ment from any body, the pretor hath granted their petition. 
Accordingly, it was decreed by the Senate and people, that in 
this affair that concerned the Romans, no one of them fhould 
be hindered from keeping the Sabbath-day, nor be fined for 
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taken Laodicea, they all went together to him, and carried him 
garlands and money : And Herod thought that Malichus might 

e punifhed while he was there ; but he was fomewhat appre- 
henfive of the thing, and defigned to make fome great attempt, 
and becaufe his fon was then an hoftage at Tyre, he went to 
that city, and refclved to fteal himaway privately ,andtomarch 
thence into Judea; and as Caffius was in hafte to march againft 
Antony, he thought to bring the country to revolt, and to 
procure the government for himfelf. But providence oppofed 
his counfels ; and Herod being a fhrewd man, and perceiving 
what his intention was, he fent thither before hand a fervantin 
appearan ce indeed to get a {upper ready, for he had faid before, 
that he would feaft them all there, but in reality to the com- 
manders of the army, whom he perfuaded to go out againft 
Malichus, with their daggers. So they went out and met the 
man near the city, upon the fea fhore, and flabbed him. Where- 
upon Hyrcanus was fo aftonifhed at what had happened, that 
his fpeech failed him: And when after fome difficulty, he had. 
recovered himfelf, he afked Herod, what the matter could be, 
and who it was that flew Malichus ? And when he faid that it 
was done by the command of Cafhus, he commended the ac- 
tion ; for that Malichus was a very wicked man, and one that 
confpired againft his own country. And this was the punifh- 
ment that was infli€ted on Malichus for what he wickedly did 
to Antipater. 

- ἡ. But when Caffius was marched out of Syria, difturbances 
arofe in Judea : For Felix, who was left at Jerufalem with an 
army, made a fudden attempt againft Phafzlus, and the people 
themfelves rolein arms; but Herod went to Fabius, the prefe& 
of Damafeus, and was defired to run to his brother’s affiftance , 
but was hindered by a diftemper that feized upon him, till 
Phafzlus by himfelf had been too hard for Felix, and had fhut 
him up in the tower, 4nd there, on certain conditions, difmiff- 
ed him. Phafzlus alfo complained of Hyrcanus, that although 
he had received a great many benefits trom them, yet did he 
{upport their enemies; for Malichus’s brother made many 
places to revolt, and kept garrifons inthem, and particularly 

afada, the Rrongeft fortrefs of them all. In the mean time, 
Herod was recovered of his difeafe, and came and took from 
Felix all the places he had gotten ; and upon certain conditions, 
difmiffed him alfo. 


a 
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CHAP. ΧΗ, | 
Herod ges Antigonus. the fon of AxiftBbulus, out of Judea, 


andgains the Friendfirp of Antony, who was now come intd 
Syria. by fending him much ‘money ; on which account he 
would not admit of thofe that would have accufed Herod: 
“κά what it was that Antony wrote to the Tyrians of dhe 


Fews. 


§ 3. wow # Ptolemy. the fon of Menneus, brought back 
into Judea Antigonus the fon of Arrftobulus, who 
bad already raifed an army, arid had, by money, made Fabius 
to be his friend, and this becaufe he was of kinto him. Ma- 
rion alfo gave him affiflance. He had been left by Caffius to 
tyrannize over Tyre, for this Caffius was aman that feized on 
rf ria, and then kept it under, jp the way of a tyrant. Marion 
fo marched into Galilee,which lay in his neighbourhood, 
and took three of its fortrefles, and put garrifons into them to 
keep them. But when Herod came, he took all from him 5 
but the Tyrian garrifon he aifmiffed m a very civil manner ; 
nay, to fome of the faldiers he made prefents out of the good 
wibl he bare to that city. When he had difpatched thele af. 
fairs, and was gone to meet Antigonus, he joined battle with 
him, and beat him, and drove him out of Judea prefently, 
when he was juft come into its borders. But when he wage 
come to Jerufalem, Hyrcanus and the people put garlands a- 
bout his head ; for be had already contraéted an afhnity with 
the family of Hyrcanus by having efpoufed ἃ defcendant of 
his, and tor shat reafon Herod took the greater care οὗ him, a¢ 
being to marry-the daughter of Alexander, the fon of Arifto- 
bulus, and the grand daughter ot Hyrcanus, by which wife he 
became the father of three male, andtwo female children. He 
had alfo married before this another wife, out of a lower fam-= 
ily of his own nation, whofe name was Doris, by whom he 
had his eldeft fon Antipater. . 
a. Now Antonius and Cefar had beaten ‘Caffius near Philip- 
t, as others have related ; but after the vi&tory, Cefar went 
mito Gaul, | Italy | and Antony marched ‘for Afia, who when 
he was arrived at Bithynia, he had ambaffadors that met him 
trom all parts. ‘Fhe principal men aNo of the Jews came 


* In this and the following chapters the reader will eafily remark, hew truly 
Eronovius oblerves, in his notes on the Roman decrees in favour of the Jews 
that their rights and privileges were commonly parchafed of the Romans with 
money, Many examples of this fort, both as to the Romans, and others in au. 
thority, will o¢cur in our Jofephus, both πον πὰ hereafter, and need not be taken 
particular notice of on the feveral occefions in thefe notes. Accordingly the chief 
captain confeffes to St. Paul, that ruth a great fur he had obtained his freedom. A@e 
xxii. 28. as hed St. Paul's aneeftors, very probably, purchafed the like freedom fos 
their family by money, as the fame author juftly concludes alfo. 
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thither, to accufe Phafaelus,and Herod, and they faid, thae 
Hyrcanus had indeed the appearance of reigning, but that 
thefe men had allt ower ; but Antony paid great refpe& 
¢o Herod, who wa e to him to make his detence againf&® 
his accufers, on wh¥th account his adverfaries could not fe 
much as obtain an hearing ; which favour Herod had gained 
of Antony by money. ° But ftill, when Antony was come to 
Ephefus, Hyrcanus the high prieft, and our nation fent an 
embaflage to him which carried a crown of gold with them, 
and defired that he would write to the governors of the prov- 
inces, to fet thofe Jews free who had been carried captive by 
Caffius, and this without their having fought againft him, and 
to reflore them that country, which, in the days of Caffius, 
had been taken from them. Antony thought the Jews defires 
were juft, and wrote immediately to Hyreanus, and to the 
Jews. He alfo fent, at. the fame time, a decree to the Tyn- 
ans; the contents of which were to the fame purpofe. 
_‘*Marcns Antonius imperajor, to Hyrcanus the high prieft 
and ethnarch of the Jews, fendeth greeting: If you be in 
health, it is well ; lam alfo in health, with thearmy. Ly- 
fimachus, the fon of Paufanius, and Jofephus the fon of Men- 
neus, and Alexander the fon of Theodorus, your ambafladors, 
met me at Ephefus, and have renewed that embaflage which 
they had formerly been upomat Rome, and have diligently 
acquitted themfelves of the prefent emba dage, which thou and 
thy nation have intrufted to them, and have fully declared 
the good will thou haft for us. am therefore fatisfied, both 
by your aGions, and your words, thet you are well difpofed 
to us ; and F underfland that your condué& of life 15 conftant 
and religious ;. fo F reckon upon you as our own : But whem 
thofe that were adverfaries to you, and to the Roman peaple, 
and abftained neither from cities nor temples, and did not ob- 
ferve the agreement they had confirmed by eath, it was not 
enly on account of our eonteft with them, but on aecount of 
all mankind in common, that we have taken vengeance on- 
thofe who have been the authors of great injuftice towards men, 
and of great wickednefs towards the gods; tor the fake of which 
we fuppofe it was that the * fumturned away his light from us, 
as unwilling to view the horrid crime they were guilty of ir 
the cafe of Cefar. We havealfo overcome their conf{piracies, 
which threatened the gods themfelves, which Macedonia re- 
ceived, as it is a climate peculiarly proper for impious and in- 
folent attempts ; and we have overcome that confufed rout of 
men, halt mad with f{pite againff us, which they got together 
at Philippi, in Macedonia, when they feized on the places that 






* This claufe plainly alludes to that well known but unufualand very long dark- 
mefs of the fun, which happened upon the murder of Julius Caelar by Brutus and. 
Cassius ; which is greatly taken notice of by Virgil, Pliny, and other Roman au- 
thors, See Virgil’s Georgicks, Book 1. juft before the end ; and: Pliny’s Nat. Hid, 
B. LL ch. xxx, | 
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were proper for their purpofe, and, as it were, walled them ἢ 
round with mountains to the very fea, and where the paflage 
was opeas only through a fingle gate. vitory we gained 
becaule the χοάς had condemned thefehen for their wicked 
enterprifes. Now Brutus, when he had fled as far as Phillip- 
pi, was fhut up by us, and became a partaker of the fame per- 
dition with Caffius ; and now thefe have received their pun- 
afhment we fuppole, that we may enjoy peace for the time to 
come, and that Afia may be at reft from war. We therefore 
make that peace which God hath given us common to our 
confederates alfo, infomuch, that the body of Afia is now re- 
covered out of that diftemper it was under by the means of 
our vidiory. I, therefore, bearing in mind both thee, and your 
nation, fhall take care of what may be for your advantage. I 
have alfo fent epiftles in writing to the feveral cities, tha: if a- 
my perfoas, whether freemen or bondmen, have been fold un- 
der the fpear by Caius Caflius, or his fubordinate officers, they 
may be fet free. And I will that you kindly make ufe of the 
favours which I and Dolabella have granted you. I alfo for- 
bid the Tyrians to ufe any violence with you; and for what 
places of the Jews they now poffefs, I order them to reftore 
them. I have withal accepted οἱ the crown which thou fent- 
eit me.” . 

4. “ Marcus Antonius imperator, to the magiftrates, fenate 
and people of Tyre, fendeth greeting: The ambaffadors o 
Hyrcanus the high prieft and ethnarch [of the Jews. | appeared 
before mé at Ephe us and told me. that you are in pofleffion 
of part of {πεῖς country. which you eutered upon under the 
government of our adverfaries. Since, therefore we have un- . 
dertakena war for the obtaining the government, and have 
taken care to do what was agreeable to piety and juftice. and 
have brought to punifhment thofe that had neither any re- 
membrance of the kindneffes they had received norhave kept 
their oaths, I will that you be at peace with thofe that are our 
contederates ; as alfo that what you have taken by the means 
of our adverfaries fhall not be reckoned your own, but be re- 
turned to thofe from whom you took them ; for none of therm 
took their proviices or their armies by the gift of the fenate, 
but they feizedthemby force. and beftowed them by violence 
upon fuch as become ufeful to them in their unjuft proceed- 
ings. Since, therefore, thofe men have received the punilh- 
ment due to them, we defire that our contederates may retain 
whatfoever it was that’ they formerly poffeffed without dif- 
turbance, and that you reftore all the places which belong. to 
Hyrcanus the ethnarch of the Jews which you have had, tho’ 
it were but one day before Catus Caffius began an unjuftifia. 
ble war againft us, and entered into our province; nor do you 
ufe any torce againft him, in order to weaken him, that he 
may not be able to dipole of that which is his own. but it you 
have any conteft with him about your refpe&tive rights, it 
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*frall be Tawful for you to plead your caufé when we come 
npon the places concerned for we thal! alike preferve the 
rights, and hear all d@#caufes of our confederates.” 

5. “ Marcus Antom#ts imperator, to the magiftrates, fenate, 
and people of Tyre fendeth greeting : I have fent you my 
decree, of which I will that ye take care that it be engraver 
on the public tables, in Roman and Greek Jetters, and that τὲ 
ftand engraven in the mott illuffrious places that it may be 
read by 41}. Marcus Antonius, imperator, one of the tri- 
umverate over the public affairs, made this declaration : “Since 
Caius Caffius in this revolt he hath made, hath pillaged that 
province which belonged not to him, and was held by garri- 
fons there encamped, while they were our contederates, and 
hath fpoiled that nation of the Jews that was in friendfhip 
withthe Roman people, asin war; and fince we have over- 
come his madnels by arms, we now corre& by our decrees 
and judicial determination what he hath lajd wafte, that thofe 
things may be reftored to our contederaies. And as tor what 
hath been fald of the Jewith poffeffions, whether they be bo- 
dies or pofleilions let them be releafed the bodies into that 
diate of freedom they were originally in, and the poffeflions 
to their former owners. I alfo will, that he who hall not 
comply with this decree of mine, fhall be punifhed for his dif- 

dience ; and if fuch an one be caught, I will take care 
that the offenders fuffer condign punifhment.” 

6. The fame thing did Antony write to the Sidonians, and 
the Antiochians, and the Aradians, We have produced thefe 
decrees, therefore, as marks tor tuturity of the truth of whae 
we have faid, that the Romans had a great concern about our 
Nation, : 





CHAP. XIE 


How Antony made Herod and Phafaelus Tetrarchs, after they 
had been accufed to no purpofe ; and how the Parthians, when 
they brought Antiganus into Judea, took Hyrcanus and Pha-~ 
Saelus captives. Herod's Slight ; and what affictions Hyrta~ 
nus and Phafaelus endured. 


§ 1. \ X ] HEN after this Antony came into Syria, Cleopa- 
; _, Gamet him in Cilicia, and brought him to fall 
in love withher, And there came now alfo an hundred of 
the moft potent of the Jews to accufe Herod anu thofe abowe 
him, and fet the men of the greateft eloquence among them to 
{peak. But Meffala contradi&ted them, on behalf of the young 
yoen, and all this in the prefence of Hyrcanus, who was * Her. 


* We may here take notice, that’ efpoufals alone were of old efteemved ἃ fufficiexre 

foundation for affuity, Hyrcanus being here called father-in-law to Herod, becaute 

18 grand-dau ;hter Mariamne was ‘betrothed to hith, although the martiage were 
HOt completed till four years afterward, See Matt.i. 16, 
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od’s father-m-law already: When Antony had heard both 
fides at Daphne, he afked Hyrcanus who they were that gove 
erned the nation beft? He replied, Hasod and his friends, 
Flereupon Antony, by reafon of the old*hofpitable friendihip 
he had made with his father { Antipater |, at that time when he 
was with Gabinius, he made both Herod and Phafaelue tee 
trarchs, and committed the public affairs of the Jews to the 
and wrote letters to that purpofe. He alfo bound fifteen o 
their adv: rfaries, and was going to kill them, but that Herod 
obtained their pardon. 

2. Yet did not thefe men continue quiet when they were 
come back, but a thoufand of the Jews cameto Tyre to meet 
him there, whither the report was that he would come. But 
Antony was corrupted by the money which Herod and his 
brother had given him, and fo he gave order to the governor 
of the place to punith the [εν ἢ ambafladors, who were for 
snaking innovations, and to fettle the government upon Her- 
od: But Herod went out haftily to them, and Hyrcanus was 
with him (tor they flood upon the fhore before the city), and 
he charged them to go their ways, becaufe great mifchiet would 
betal them if they went on with their accufation. Bat they 
did not acquieice : Whereupon thé Romans ran upon them 
with their daggers, and flew fome, and wounded more of them, 
and the reft fled away, and went home, and kay ftill in great 
confternation : And when the people made a clamour againtt 
Herod, Antony was fo provoked at it that he flew the prifon- 
ers. 

3. Now, in the fecond year, Pacorus, the king of Parthia’s 
fon, and Barzapharnes, a commander of the Parthians, poffel- 
fed themfelves of Syria. Ptolemy, the fon of Menneus, alfo 
was now dead, and Ly fanias his fon took his government, and 
made a league of friendfhip with Antigonus, the fon of Arif- 
tobules ; and in order to obtain it, made ufe ot that comman- 
der who had great intereft in him. Now Antigonus had 
promifed to give the Parthians a thoufand talents, and five 
hundred women, upon condition they would take the govern- 
tment away from Hyrcanus, and beftow it upon hrm, and 
withal kill Herod. And although he did not give them what 
he had promifed, yet did the Parthians make an expedition in- 
to Judea on that account, and carried Antigonus with them.’ 
Pacorus went along the maratime parts, but the com 
mmander Barzapharnes, through the midland. ‘Now the Tyri* 
atts excluded Pacorus, but the Sidonians, and thofe of Ptole- 
mais, received him. However, Pacorus fent a troop ot horfe. 
fren into Judea, to take a view of the flate of the country, 
and to affit Antigonus ; and fent alfo the king's butler, of 
the fame name with Kimfelt. So when the Jews chat dwelt». 
bout mount Carmel came to Antigonus, and were ready to 
tnarch with him into Judea, Antigonus hoped to get fome 
part of the country by their affifance, The-place ss ealled 


ΠῚ ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. [Book. XIV. 


-Drymi; and when fome other came and met them, the men 
privately fell upon Jerufalem ; and when fome more were 
come to them, they got together in great numbers, and came 
againft the king's palace, and befieged it. But as Phafaelus’s 
and Herod’s party cameto the other’s affifance, and a battle 
happened between them in the market-place, the young men 
beat their enemies, and purfued them into the temple, and fent 
fome armed men into the adjoining houfes, to keep them in, 
who yet being deftitute of fuch as {hould fupport them, were 
burnt, and the houfes with them, by the people who rofe 
up again them. But Herod was revenged on thefe feditious 
adverfaries of hisa little afterward for this injury they had of- 
fered him, whep ὃς fought with them, and few a great nume 
ber of them. ‘ 

4. But while there were daily fkirmifhes, the enemy waited 
for the coming of the multitude out of the country to Pente- 
colt, a fea of ours fo called: And when that day was come, 
many ten thoufands of the people were gathered together about 
the temple, fome in armour, and fome without. Now thofe 
that came, guarded both the temple and the city, excepting 
what belonged to the palace, which Herod guarded with a few 
of his foldiers ; and Phafaelus had the charge of the wall, while 
Herod, with a body of his men, {allied gut upon the enemy, 
who lay in the fuburhs, and fought courageoufly, and put ma- 

ny ten (που δά to flight, fome fly ing into the city, and fome 
anto the temple, and fome into the outer fortifications, for feme 
fuch fortifications there were in that place. Phafaelus came 
alfo to his δῇ ἔδησε ; yet was Pacorus, the general of the Par- 
thians, at the defire of Antigonus, admitted into the city, with 
a few of his horfemen, under pretence indeed as if he would 
ftill the fedition, but in reality to affift Antigonus in obtainin 
the government. And when Phafaelus met him, and receive 
him kindly, Pacorus perfuaded him to go himfelf as ambaffa- 
dor to Barzapharnes, which was done fraudulently. Accor- 
dingly, Phafaelus, fufpeéting no harm, complied with his 
ropofal, while Herod did not give his confent to what was done 
ecaufe of the perfidioulnefs of thefe Barbarians, but defre 
Phafaelus rather to fight thofethat were come into the city. 

5. Soboth Hyrcanus and Phafaelus wenton the embaffage ; 
but Pacorus left with Herod two hundred horfemen, and ten 
men, who were called, The freemen; and conduéted the oth- 
ers on their journey ; and when they were in Galilee, the 
governors of the cities there met them in their arms. Bar- 
zapharnes alfo received them at the firft with cheerfulnefs, 
and made them prefents, though he afterward confpired againft 
them; and Phalaelus, with his horfemen. were conduéted to 
the fea fide: But when they heard that Antigonus had prom- 
afed to give the Parthians a thoufand talents, and five hundred 
women, to afhift him, againft them, they foon bad a fufpicion 

the Barbarians. Moreover, there was one who mtormed 
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them that {nares were laid for them by night, while a guard 
eame feeretly, and they had then been feized upon, ‘had not’ 
they waited for the feizure ot Herod by the Parthians, tha 
were about Jerufalem. left, upon the flaughter of Hyrcanus 
and Phafgelus, he fhould have an intimation of it, and: efcape 
out of their hands. And thefe were the circumftances they were 
now in;and they faw who they were that guardedthem, Some 
perfons indeed would-have perfuaded Phafaelus toy away im- 
mediately on horfeback, and not flay any longer ; and there was- 
one Ophellius who, above all the reft. was earneft with him to do 
fo, for he had heard of this treachery trom Saramalla, the richeft 
ef all the Syrians at that time, who.alfo promifed fo provide 
him {hips to carry him off; for the fea was juft by them = But: 
he had no mind to defert Hyrcanus, nor bring his brother into- 
danger ; but he wentto Barzapharnes, and told him, he: did 
not a@ juftly when he made fuch a contrivance againft them, 
for that it he wanted money, he would give him more than 
Antigonus ; and befides, that it was an horrible thing to flay 
thofe that came to him upon the fecurity of their oaths, and- 
that when they had done them no injury. But the Barbarians 
{wore to him, that there was no truth in any of his fufpicions, 
but that he was troubled: with nothing but falle propofals, and 
then went away to Pacorus. 

6. But as foon ashe was gone away, fome men came and. 
bound Hyrcanus:and Phafaelus, while Phafaelus, greatly re- 

roached the Parthians for their perjury. However, that but- 
fer who was fent again{ft Herod had it in command toget him 
without the walls of the city, and feize upon him ; but meffen- 

ers had been fent by Phataclus-to. inform Herod of the per- 
Edioufnels of the Parthians : And when he knew that the en- 
emy had feized upon them, he went to Pacorus, and to the 
snoft potent of the Parthians, as to the lords of the ref, who, 
although they knew the whole matter, diffembled with him in 
a deceitful way ; and faid, ““ That he ought to go out with 
them before the walls, and meet thofe which were bringing 
him his letters, tor that they were not taken by his adverfaries, 
but were commg to give him an account of the good fuccels. 
Phafaelus had had.’” Herod did not give eredit to what they 
faid ; for he had heard that his brother was feized upon by oth- 
ersalfo: And: the daughter of Hyrcanus, whofe daughter he 
had efpoufed, was his monitor al of not to credit them, | which. 
made him ftill more fulpicious of the Parthians, for although 
other people did not give heed to her, yet did he believe her,. 
as awoman of very great wifdom. 

ἡ. Now while t eParthians were in confultation what was 
fit to be done ; for they did not think it proper to make an o- 
pen attempt upon aperfon of his charafter; and while they 
put off the determination tothe next day, Herod was under 
great difturbance of mind, and rather inclining to believe the 
seports he heard about his brother and the Parthians, than to 
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give heed to what was faid on the other fide, be determined, that 
when the evening came on, he would make ufe οἱ it tor 
his fight, and not make any Tonger delay. as if the dangers. 
from the enemy were not yet certain. He therefore removed 
with the armed men whom he had with him: And fet his 
wives upon the beafts, as alfo his mother, and frfter, and her 
whom he was abowt to marry, [Mariamne] the daughter of 
Alexander, the fon of Ariftobulus, with her mother, the daugh- 
ter of Hyrcaaous, and his youngeft brother, and all their ferv- 
ants, and the reff of the multitude that was with him, and 
without the enemies privity purfued his way to Jdumea: Nor 
could any enemy of his, who then faw him in this cafe be fo 
hard hearted, but would have commiferated his fortune, while: 
the women drew along their infant children, and left ther. own 
country, and their friends in prifon, with tears, ia their eyes 
and faid lamentations, and in expe€iation of nothing but what. 
was of amelancholy nature. 
8. But for Herod himfelf, he raifed his mind above the mif- 

erable fate he was in, and was of good courage in the midft 
of bis misfortunes ; and,as he paffed along, he bid them'every one 
to be of guod cheer, and not to give themfelves up to forrow, 
becaufe that would hinder them in their flight, which was now 
the only hope of fafety thatthey had. Accordingly they tried ta 
bear with patience the calamity they were under, as he exhort- 
ed them to do ; yet was he once almoft going to kill himfelf£, 
upon the overthrow of a waggon, and the danger his mother 
was then 1n of being killed, and this ontwo accounts, becaufe 
of his great concern for her, and becaufe he was afraid lef, 
by this delay, the enemy fhould overtake him in the purfuit; 
but as he was drawing his fword, and going to kill himfel€ 
therewith, thofe that were prefent reftrained him, and bei 

fo many in number were too hard for him ; and told them, that 
he ought to de‘ert them and leave them a pray to their ene- 
mies, tor that it was not the part ot a brave man to free himfel€ 
from the diftreffes he was in, and to overlook his friends that 
were in the fame diftreffes alfo. So he was compelled to let 
that horrid attempt alone ; partly out of fhame at what they 
faid to him, and partly out of regard to the great number of 
thofe that would not permit him to do what he intended.So he 
encouraged his mother, and took all the care of her the time 
would allow. and proceeded on the way he propofed to 
with the utmoft hafte, and that was to the fortrefs of Mafada. 
And as he had many fkirmihes with fuch of the Parthians as 
attacked him, and purfued him he was conqueror in them all. 

9. Nor indeed was he tree from the Jews all along as he 

was in his flight ; for by that time be was gotten fixty furlongs 
out of the city, and was upon the road. they fell upon him, 
and fonght hand to hand with him,whom they alfo put τὸ flight, 
and avercame, not like one that was in diftrefs, and in necefli- 
ty, but like one that wasexcellently prepared for war, and has 
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he overcame the Jews αὶ was that he fome time afterwar 
buile a moft excellent palace, and a city round about it, and 
called:it Herodium. And when he was come to Idumea, at a 
place called Threfja, his brother Jofeph met him, and he then. 
held a council to take advice about alf his affairs, and what 
was fit to be dune in his circumftances, fince he had a great 
multitude that followed him, beftdes bis mercenary foldiers, 
and the place Mafada, whither he propofed to fly, was too 
{mall to contain {o great a multitude; fo he fent away the 
greater part of his company, being above nine thoufand, and 
bid them go, fome one way, and forfie another, and fo fave 
themfelves in Idumea, and gave them what would buy them 
provifions in their journey ; but he took with bim thofe that 
were leaft incumbered, and were moft intimate with him, and 
came to the fortrefs, and placed there his wives, and his fol- 
lowers, being eight hundred in nymber, there beifg in the 
lace a fufficient quantity of corn and water, and other necef- 
aries, and, went dire€tly for Petra, im Arabia. But whenit 
was day, the Parthians plundered all Jerufalem, and the pal 
ace, and abftained from nothing but Hyrcanus's money, which 
was three hundred talents. A great deal of Merod’s money 
efcaped, and principally all that the man had been fo provi- 
dent as to fend into Idumea betore-hand : Nor indeed did what 
was in the city fuffice the Parthians, but they went out inte 
the country, and plundered it, and demoliffted the city Marif- 
ἊΝ 


what he wanted in Jew plenty. And inthis very place where 


to. And thus was Antigonus brought back ifito Judea, by 
the king of the Parthians, and received Hyrcanus and Phafae- 
hus for hrs prifoners ; but he was greatly caft down becaulé 
the women had efcaped, whom he intended to have given the 
enemy, as having promifed they fhould have them, with the 
money, for their reward: Bu€ being afraid that Hyreanus, 
who was under the guard of the Parthians, might have’ his 
kingdom reftored to him by thé multitude, he eut off his ears, 
and thereby took eare that the high priefthood fhould never 
come tohm any more, becaufe he was maimed, while the * 
Jaw required that this dignity fhould belong to none but fuch 
as had all their members enttre. But now one cannot but here 
admire the fortitude ef Phafaelus, who perceiving that he was 
to be put to death, did not think death any terrible thing at all; 
but to die thus by the means of his enemy, this he thought a 
moft pitiable and difhonourable thing, and therefore, fince he 
had not his hands at liberty. but the bonds he was in, prevent- 
ed him from killing himfelt thereby, he dafhed his head again 
a great ftone, and thereby took away his own life, which he 
thought to be the beft thing he could do in fuch a diftrefs as 


N 
* This law af Mofes, that the priefts were to bewitheut blemi/k, τῷ to all the parte 
σέ their bodies, is in Levit. xxi. 17,—24. 
Vou. Il WwW 
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he was. in, and thereby put it out of the power of the enemy to 
bring him to any death he pleafed. It 18 alfo reported, that 
when he had made a great wound in his head, Antigonus fent 
Phy ficians to cure it, and by ordering them to infufe poifon 
into the wound, killed him. H«wever, Phafaelus hearing, be- 
fore he was quite dead, by a certain woman, that his brother 
Herod had efcaped the enemy, underwent his death cheerful- 
ly, fince he now left behind him one who weuld revenge his 
death, and who was able to infli& punifhment on his enemies. 


CHAP. XIV. 


‘Hew Herod got away from the King of Arahia, and made hale 
to go into Egypt, and thence went in hafle alfo to Rome ; and 
how, by promifing a great deal of Money to Antony, he ob- 
ΠΗ "ἢ the Senate, and of Cafar to be made King of the 

ews. ᾿ 


δ1. Α S for Herod, the great miferies he was in did not dif- 
courage him, but made him fharp in difcovening 
furprifing undertakings ;. for he went te Malchus, king of A- 
rabia, whom he had tormerly been very kind to, 1n order to 
receive fomewhat by way of requital, now he was in more than 
ordinary want of it, and defired he would let him have fome 
money, either by way of loan, or as his free gift, on account 
of the many benefits he had received from him, for not know- 
ing what was become of his brother, he was in hafte to redeem 
him out of the hand of his enemics, as willing to give three 
hundred talents for the price of his redemption. He alfo took 
with him the fon of Phafaelus, who was a child of but fever 
years of age. for this very reafon that he might be an hoftage 
for the repayment of the moncy : But there came meflengerw 
from Malchus to meet him, by whom he was defired to be 
gone, for that the Parthians had laid a charge upon him not to 
entertain Hered. This was only a pretence, which he made 
υἱὲ of that he might not be obliged to repay him what he ow- 
ed him ; and this he was farther induced to, by the principal 
men among the Arabians, that they might cheat him of what 
fums they had received from [his father | Antipater,and which 
he had committed’ to their fidelity. He made an{wer, that he’ 
did not intend to be troublefome to them by his coming thith- 
er, but,that he defired only to difcourfe with them about cer- 
tain affairs that were to him of the greateft importance. 

2. Hereupon he refolved to go away, and did go very pru- 
dently the road to Egypt ;. and then it was that he lodged in a 
certain temple, for he had left a great many of his followers: 
there. Onthe next day he came to Rhinocolura, and there 
it was-that he heard what was befallen his brother. Thougly: 
Malchus {oon repented of what he had.done, and came run« 
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ning after Herod, but with no manner of fuccefs, for he was 
otten avery great way off, and made hatte into the road to 
Pelufium ; and when the ftationary fhipsthat lay there hinder- 
ed him from failing to Alexandria, he went to their captains, 
by whofe afliflance, and that out of much reverence of. and 
great regard to him; he was conduéted into the city { Alexan- 
ria, | and was retained there by Cleopatra, yet was fhe not a- 
ble to prevail with him to ftay there, becaufe he was making 
hafte to Rome, even though the weather was ftormy, and he 
was informed that the affairs of ltaly was very tumultuous, 
and in great diforder. | 
2. So he fet. fail from thence to Pamphylia, and _ falling into 
a violent form, be had much ado to efcape to Rhodes, with 
the lofs of the fhip’s burden ; and there it was that two of his 
friends, Sappinas and Prolemeus. met with him: And. as he 
found that city very much damaged inthe war againft Caffius, 
though he were in neceflity himtelf, he negle&led not to do it 
a kindnefs, but did what he could to recover it to its former 
flate. He alfo butit there a three decked fhip, and fet fail 
thence, with his friends, for Italy, and came to the port of 
Brundufium : And when he was come from thence to Rome, 
‘he firft related to Antony what had befajlen him in Judea, and 
how Phafaelus his brother was feized on by the Parthians, and 
put to death by them, and how Hyrcanus was detained cap- 
tive by them, and how they bad made Antigonus king, who 
had promifed them a fum of money, no lefs than a thoufand 
talents, with ive hundred women, who were to be of the prin- 
cipal amilies, and of the Jewifh ftock, and that he had carried 
off the women by night, and that, by undergoing a great ma- 
ny hardfhips, he had efcaped the hands of his enemies ; as al- 
fo, that his own relations were in danger of being befieged and 
taken, and that he nad failed thro’ a form, and contemned all 
thefe terrible dangers of it, in order to come, as {oon as poffi- 
ble, to him, who was his hope and only fuccour at this time. 
4. This account made Antony commifferate * the change 
that had happened in Herod’s condition ; and reafoning with 
himfelf that this was a common cafe among thofe that are pla 
ced in {uch great dignities, and that they are liable to the mu- 
tations that come from fortune, he was very ready to give 
him the affiftance he defired, and this becaufe he called to 
mind the friendfhip he had had with Antipater, becaufe Hercd 
offered him money to make him king, as he had formerly 
iven it him to make him tetrarch, and chiefly tecaule of his 
hatred to Antigonus, for he took him to be a feditious perfon, 
and an enemy tothe Romans, Cefar was alfo the forwarder 


ἃ Concerning the chronology of Herod, and the time when he was firft made 
king at Rome, and concerning the time wken be began his fecond reign, without 
arival, upon the conqueft aod flaughter of Antigonus, both principally derivid 
0 this and the twe next chapters in Jolephus, {cc the note on § 6. and ch. xv. 
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to raife Herod’s dignity , and to give him his affiftance in what 
he defired, on account of the toils of war which he had him- 
felf undergone with Antipater his father in Egypt, and of the 
hofpitality he had treated him withal, and the kindnefs he had 
always fhewed him. ag alfo to gratify Antony, who was very 
zealous tor Herod. Soa fenate was convocated ; and Meffa- 
Ja rt, and then Atratinus, introduced Herod into it, and en- 
larged upon the benefits they had received from his father, and 
put them in mind of the good will he had borne to the Ro- 
‘ mans. At the fame time, they accufed Antigonus, and declar- 
ed him an enemy, not only becaufe of his former oppofition 
to them, but that he had now overlooked the Romans, and 
taken the government from the Parthians. Upon this the 
fenate was irritated ; and Antony informed them farther, that 
jt wag for their advantage in the Parthian war that Herod 
fhould be king. This feemed good to all the fenators ; and fo 
they made a decree accordingly. ΒΝ 

ς. And thiy was the principal inflance of Antony's affeftion 
for Herod, that he not only procured bim a kingdom which 
he did not expe&, (for he did not come with an intention to 
afk the kingdom for himfelf, which he did mot fuppofe the 
Romans would grant him, who ufed to beftow it on fome ot 
the royal family, but intended to defire it for his wife's broth- 
er, who was grandfon by his father.to Ariftobulus, and to 
Hyrcanus by his mother), but that he procured it for him fo 
fuddenly that he obtained what he did not expeét, and depart- 
ed out of Jtaly in fo few days as feven in all. This young 
snan [the grandfon Herod afterward took careto have flain, 
as we fhall (hew in its proper place, But when the fenate wag 
diffolyed, Antony and Cefar went out of the fenate houle, 
with Herod between them, and with the confuls and other 
snagiftrates befere them, in order to offer facrifices, and to la 
up their decrees in the capitol. Antony alfo feafted Her 
the firtt day of his reign. And thus did this man receive the 
kingdom, havjng obtained it on the hundred and eighty -fourth 
olympiad, when Caius Domitius Calvinys was conful the fe- 
cond time, and Caius Afinius Pollio [the firft time], | 

.6. All this while Antigonus befieged thofe that were in Maf- 
fada, who had plenty of all other neceffaries, but were only in 
want * of water, infomuch that on this occafion Jofephus, 
Herod’s brother, wag contriving to run away from it, with 
two hundred of his dependants, to the Arabians; for he had 
heard that Malchus repented of the offences he had been guil- 
ty of with regard to Herod ; but God, by fending rain in the 
night time, prevented his going away, fog their cifterns were 
thereby filled, and he was under no neceflity of running away 
on that account: But they were now of good courage, and 


© This grievous want of water at Maflada, till the ace had like to have been 
taken by the Parthians, mentioned both here, and Of the War, B. 1. ch. gv. § 4. 
yo]. 11]. isan iadication shat it was now fummer time. 
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ther, and fome becaufe of the fplendid appearance he made, 
and others by way of requital for the benefits they had receiv- 
ed from both of them, but the greateft number came to him 
xn hopes of getting fomewhat from him atterward, it he were 
once firmly fettled in the kingdom. 
2. Herod had now a ftrong army ; and as he marched on, 
‘Antigonus laid {nares and ambuthes in the pafles and places 
\moft proper for them, but in truth he thereby did litle or no 
damage to the enemy : So Herod received thofe of his family 
out of Maffada, and the fortrefs Reffa, andthen wenton for 
perufalem. The foldiery alfo that was with Silo accompanied 
im all along, as did many of the citizens, being afraid of his 
power: And as faon as he had pitched his camp on the weit 
fide of the city, the foldiers that were fet to guard that part 
Shot their arrows, and threw their darts at him; and when 
fome [allied out in a crowd, and came to fight hand to hand 
with the firft ranks οἱ Herod’s army, he gave orderg that th 
fhould, in the firft place, make proclamation about the wall, 
That “ he came for the good of the people, and for the pref- 
ervation of the city, and not to bear any old grudge at even 
his moft open enemies, but ready to forget the offences which 
his greateft adverfaries had done him.” But Antigonus, by 
way of reply to what Herod had caufed to be proclaimed, and 
this before the Romans, and betore Silo alfa, bid, That“ they 
would not do juftly, if they gave the kingdom to Herod, who 
was no more than a private man, and an Idumean,i. 6. * an 
half Jew, whereas they ought to θεῖο w it on one of the royal 
family, as their cuflom was ; for, that in cafe they at prefent 
dear-an ill-will to him, and had refelved to deprive him οἵ the 
kingdom, as having received it from the Parthians, yet were 
there many others οἵ his family that might by theis Jaw take 
it, and thefe {uch as had πὸ way offended the Romans, and 
being of the facredotal family, 1t would be an unworthy thing 
to putthem by.”” Now, while they faid thus, one to another, 
and fell to reproaching one another on both fides, Antigonus 
permitted his own men that were upon the wall to defend 
themfelves, who ufing their bows, and fhowing great alacrity 
againft their enemies, eafily drove them away trom the towers. 
. And now it was that Silo difcovered that he had taken 
bribes : For he fet a good number of his foldiers to complain 
aloud of want of provifions they were in, and to require mo- 
ney to buy them food, and that it was fit to let them go into 
places proper for winter quarters, fince the places near the 


® This affirmation of Antigonus’s {(poken in the days of Herod, and in ἃ manner 
to his face, that he was an /dumeea, i.e anhalf few, teemsta me of much greater 
authority than that pretence of his tavourite and flatterer Nicolaus of Damafcus, that 
he derived his pedigree trom Jews as far backward as the Babylonifh captivity, ch. 
§.§ 9. Accordingly Jofephus always efteems him an Idumean, though he fays his 
Gather Antipater w.s οἱ the lame people with the Jews, ch. viii. § 1. and by birth a 
Jew, Antiq. B. XX. ch. viii. § 7 as indeed all fuch profelytes of jufticeas the Idu- 
gmeans were in time cihecmed the very fame people with the Jews. 
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city were ἃ defert, by reafon that Antigonus’s foldiers had 
carried all away ; fo he fet the army upon removing, and en- 
deavoured to march away : But Herod preffed Silo not to de« 

art ; and exhorted Silo’s captains and foldiers not to defert 

im, when Cafar and Antony, and the fenate, had fent him 
thither, for that he would provide them plenty of all the things 
they wanted, and eafily procure them a great abundance of. 
what they required ; after which intreaty, he immediately 
went owt into the country, and left not the leaf pretence ta“ 
Silo for hie departure, for he brought an unexpe&ed quantity 
of provifions, and fent to thofe friends of his who inhabited 
about Samark, to bring down corn, and wine, and oil, and 
eattle, and all other provifrons, to Jericho, that there might 
be no want of a fupply for the folders tor the time to come. 
Antigonus was fenfible of this, and fent prefently over the 
country fuch as might reftrainand lie in ambufh fer thofe that 
went out for provifions. So thefe men obeyed the orders of 
Antigonus, and gat together a great number of armed men a- 
bout Jericho, and fat upon the mountains, and watched thofe 
that brought the provifions. However, Herod was not idle 
in the mean time, for he took ten bands of foldiers, of whom 
five were of the Romans, and five of the Jews, with fome 
mercenaries among them, and with fome few horfemen, and 
came to Jericho ; and as they found the city deferted, but 
that five hundred of them had fettled themfelves on the tops of 
the hills, with their wives and children, thofe he took and fent 
away ; but the Komans fell upon the city, and plundered it, 
and foundthe houfes full of all forts of good things. So the 
king lett a garrifon at Jericho, and came back again, and fent 
the Roman army to take their winter quarters in the countries 
that were come over to him, Judea and Galilee, and Samaria. 
And fo much did Antigonus gain. of Silo for the bribes he 
gave him, that part of the army fhould be quartered at Lidda, 
tn order to plea e Antony. Sothe Komans-laid their weapons 
. afide, and lived in plenty of all things. 

4. But Herod was not pleafed with lying fill, but fent out 
bis brother Jofeph againft Idumea with two thoufand armed 
footmen, and four hundred horfemen, while he himfelf came 
to Samaria, and left his mother and his other relations there, 
for they were already gone out οἱ Mafada, and went into Gal- 
flee, to take certain places which were held by the garrifons 
of Antigonus > and Re paffed on to Sepph@s, as God fent a 
{now, while Antigonus’s garrifons withdrew themfelves, and 
had great plenty of provifions, He alfo went thence, and re- 
folved to deftroy thofe robbers that dwelt in the caves, and did 
mauch mifchief in the country ; fo he fent a troop of horfe- 
men, and three companies οἱ armed footmen againft them. 
They were very near toa village called Arbela ; and on the 
fortieth day after he came himfelt, with his whole army : And 
as the enemy {allied out boldly upon him the left wing of bia 
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army gave way, but he appearitit with a body of men, put 
thofe to fight who were already conquerors, and recalled his 
men that ran away; He Δ) [Ὁ prefled upon his enemies, and 
purfued them a tar as the river Jordan, though they ran away 
y different roads. So he brought over to him all Galilee, 
excepting thofe that dwelt in the caves, and diftributed money 
to every one of his foldiers, giving them a hundred and fifty 
drachmz apiece, and much more to their captains, and fent 
them into winter quarters : At which time Silo came to him, 
and his commanders with him, becaufe Antigonus would not 
give them provifions any longer, for he fuppli¢d them for no 
more than one month ; nay, he had fent to all the country a- 
bout, and ordered them to carry off the provifions that were. 
there, and retire to the mountains, that the Romans might have 
no provifions to live upon, and fo might perifh by famine : 
But Herod committed the care of that matterto Pheroras, his 
oungeft brother, and ordered him to repair Alexandrium al- 
Ip. Accordingly be quickly made the foldiers abound with 
grea plenty oi provifons, and rebuilt A!exandrivm, which 
had been before defolate. | 
4. About this time it was that Antony continued fome time 
at Athens, and that Ventidius who was now in Syria, fent for 
Silo, and commanded him to aflift Herod in the firft place to 
fini(h the prefent war, and then to fend for their confederates, 
for the war they were themfelves engaged in ; but as for Her- 
od, he went in hafte againit the robbers that were in the caves, 
and fent Silo away to Ventidius while he marched againf 
them. Thefe caves were in mountains that were exceedingly 
abrupt, and in their middle were no other than precipices,, 
with certain entrances into the caves, and thofe caves were en- 
eompaifed with tharp rocks, and in thefe did the robbers lie 
eoncealed, with all their families about them ; but the Kin 
caufed certain chefts to be made, in order to deftroy them, an 
to be hung down bound about with iron chains, by an engine 
from the top of the mountain, it being not poflible to get upto 
them by reafon of the fharp afcent of the mountains, nor to 
creep down tothem fromabove. Now thefe chefts were filled 
with armed men, who had long hooks in their hands, by which 
they might pull out fuch as refifted them, and then tumble them 
down, and killthem by fo doing ; but the letting of the chefts 
down proved to beg matter of great danger, becaufe of the vait 
depth they were ‘8. Jet down, although they had their provif- 
tons in the chefts themfelves : But when the chefts were let 
down, and not oneof thofe inthe mouths of the caves durft come 
near them, but lay ftill out of fear, fome of the armed men girt 
on their armour, and by both their hands took hold of the chain 
by which the chefts were let down, and went into the mouths 
ot the caves, becaufe they fretted that fuch delay was made by 
the robbers not daring to come out of the caves ; and when they 
‘were af any of thofe mouths, they firft killed many of thofe that 
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were in the mouths with their darts, and afterwards pulled 
thofe to them that refifted them with their hooks, and tumbled 
them down the précipices, and afterwards went into the caves, 
and killed many more, and then went into their chefts again, 
and lay ftill there ; but upon this, terror feized the reft, when 
they heard the lamentations that were made, and they defpair-_ 
ed of efcaping': However, when the night came on, that put 
an end to the whole work ; and as the king proclaimed par~ 
don by an herald to fuch as delivered themfelves up to him, 
many accepted of the offer. The fame method of affault was 
made ufe of-the next day ; and they went farcher, and got 
out in bafkets. to fight them, and tought them at their doors, 
and fent fire among them, and fet their caves on fire, for 
there was a great deal of combuftible matter within them. 

ow there was one old man who was caught within one of 
thefe caves. with feven children and a wife; thefe prayed 
them to give them leave to go out, and. yield themfelves up 


‘to the enemy, but he ftood at the eave’s mouth, and always 


flew that child of his who went out, till he had deftroyed them 
every one, and after that he flew his wife, and caft their dead 
bodies down the precipice, and himfelf after them, and fo un- 
derwent death rather than flavery : But befere he did this, he 
greatly reproached Herod with the meannefs-ot his family; . 
although he was then king. Herod alfo faw what he was do- 
mg, and ftretched out his hand, and offered hiw all manner - 
of feeurity for his life: By which means all thefe caves were © 
at length fubaued entirely. " τ ' μ 
6. And when the king had fet Ptolemy over thefe parts of 
the country as his general. he went to Samaria, with fix hun- 
dred horfemen, and three thoufand armed footmen, as intend- 
ing-to fight Antigonus. But fill this command of the army 
did not fucceed well with Ptolemy, but thofe that had been 
troublefome to Galilee before attacked him, and flew him ; 
and’ when they had done this, they fled among the lakes and. 
laces almoft inacceffible, laying wafte and phuhdering what- 
o¢ver they could come at in thofe places. But Herod foor 
returned, and punifhed them for what they had done ; for fome¢ 
of thefe rebels he flew, and others of them, who had fled to 
the ftrong holds, he befieged, and both flew them, and demol- 
ithed their ftrong holds : And when he had thus put an end 
to their rebellion, he laid a fine upon the eities of an hundred: 
talents. —— 
1. In the mean time Pacorus was fallen in abattle, and the 
Parthians were defeated, when Ventidius fene Macherus to 
the affiftance of Herod, with two legions, and a thoufand horfe- 
men, while Antony encouraged him to make hafte. But Mae 
cherus, at the infligation ot Antigonus, without the appro- 
Bation of Herod, as being corrupted by money, went about, 
to take a view of his affairs : Buc Antigonus fafpe&ing this 
thtention of his coming, did not admit bim into the city, but 
OL. ii. « 
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kept him at a diftance, with throwing ftones at him, and plain- 
ly thewed what he himfelf meant. But when Macherus was 
fen fible that Herod had given him good advice, and that he 
had made ἃ miftake himfelt in not hearkening to that advice, 
he retired ta the city Emmaus ; and what Jews he met with 
he flew them, whether they were enemies, or friends, out of 
the rage he was in at what hardthips he had undergone. The 
king was provoked at this condué of his, and went to Sama- 
ria, and refolved to goto Antony about thele affairs, and to 
inform him that he ftood in no need of {uch helpers, who did 
him more mifchiet than they did his enemies, and that he was 
able of himfelf to beat Antigonus ; but Macherus followed 
him, and defired that he would not go, to Antony, or, if he 
was refolved to go, that he would join his brother jefeph 
with them, and let them fight againft Antigonus. So he was 
reconciled to Macherus, upor his earneft entreaties. Ac- 
cordingly ke lett Jofeph there with his army, but charged 
him to run no hazards, nor to quarrel with Macherus. 

8. But fer his own part, he made hafte to Antony, (who 
was then at the fiege of Samofata, a place upon Euphrates} 
with his troops, both horfemen and footmen, to be auxiliaries 
to hun: And when he came to Antioch, and met there ἃ great 
number of men gotten together that were very defirous to go 
to Antony, but darft not venture to go out of fear, becaule 
the Barbarians fell upon men on the road, and flew many, fo 
he encouraged them, and became their condufor upon the 
road. Now when they were withintwo days march of Samofa- 
ta, the Barbarians had laid an ambufh there to difturb thofe 
that came to Antony, and where the woods made the gales 
narrow, as they led to the plains, there they laid not a few of 
their horfemen, who were to lie fil! until thofe paflengers 
were gone by into the wide place. Now as foon as the firft 
ranks were gone by, (tor Herod brought on the rear,) thofe 
that lay in ambulh, who were about five hundred, fell upon 
them on the {udden, and when they had put the foremoft to 
flight, the king came riding hard, with the forces that were 
about him, and immediately drove back the enemy ; by which 
means he made the minds of his own men couregeous, and 
emboldened them to go on, infomuch that thofe who ran a- 
way before, now returned back, and the barkasians were flain 
en all fides. ‘Fhe king alfo went on killing them, and recov- 
- ered all the baggage, among which were a great number of 

beafts for burden, and of flaves, and proceeded on in his 
march ; and whereas there were a very great number of thofe 
in the woods that attacked them, and were near the paflage 
that led into the plain, he made a fally upon thefe alfo with a 
ftrong body of men ; and put them to flight, and flew many 
Οἱ them, and thereby rendered the way fafe for thofe that. 
came alter ; and thefe called Herod their favour and prote&tor. 
- 9. And when it was near to Samofa'a, Antony fent out hir 
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army in all their proper habiliments: to meet hint, in order to 
pay Herod this refpe&, and becaufe of the afiftance he had 
given him, for he had heard what attacks the Barbarians had 
made upon him fin Judea.) He alfo was very glad to fee 
him there, as having been made acquarnted withthe great ac- 
tions he had performed upon the road: So heentertained him 
very kindly, and could not but admire his courage. Anton 
alfo embraced him as foon as he faw him, and faluted him at- 
ter a moft affettionate manner, and gave him the upper hand, as 
having himfelt lately made hima king ; and ina little time 
Antiochus delivered up the fortrefs, and on that account this 
war was at an end ; then Antony committed the reft to Sofius, 
and gave him orders to αἴ Herod, and went himfelf to L- 
gypt. Accordingly Sofius fent two legions before into Judea 
to the affiftance of Herod, and he followed himfelf with the 
body of the army. 

10. Now Jofeph was already flain in Judea, in the manner 
following: He forgot what charge his brother Herod had giv- 
en him when be wentto Antony ; and when he had pitched his 
camp among the mountains, for Macherus had [της him five 
regiments, with thefe he went haftily to Jericho, in order to 
reap the corn thereto belonging ; and as the Romar: Regiménts 
were but newly raifed, and were unfkilful in war, tor they 
were in great part colle&ted out of Syria he was attacked by 
the enemy, and caught in thofe places οἱ difficulty, and was 
himfelf flain, as he was fighting bravely, and the whole army 
. was loft, for there were §x regiments flain. So when Ant- 

onus had got poffeffion of the dead bodies. he cut off Jo- 

eph’s head, although Pheroras his brother would have re- 
deemed itat the price of filty talents. After which defeat, 
the Galileans revolted from their commanders, and took thofe 
of Herod's party, 'and drowned them in the lake, and a great 
part of Judea was become leditious ; but Macherus fortified 
the place Gitta [in Samaria. | | 

11. At this time meflengers came to Herod, and informed 
him ot what had been done ; and when he was come to Daph.- 
ne by Antiqch, they told him of the 1} fortune that had be. 
fallen his brother; which yet he expe€ted, from certain vif- 
ions that appeared to him in his dreams, which clearly fore- 
fhewed his brother's death. So he haftened his march ; and 
when he came to mount Libanus, he received about eight 
hundred οἵ the men of that place, having alceady with him 
alfo one Roman legion, and with thefe he came to Ptolemais. 
He alfo marched thence by night with his army, and proceeded 
along Galilee. Here it was that the enemy met him, and fought 
him, and were beaten, and fhut up in the fame place of flrength 
whence they had fallied out the day before. So he attacked the 
place in them orning, but by reafon of a great ftorm that was then 
very violent, he was able to dv nothing, but drew off hig ar- 
my into the neighbouring villages; yet as foon as the other 
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degion that Antony fent him was come tq his affiftance, thofe 

at .were in garrifom in the place were afraid, and deferted it 
anthe night time, Then did the king ‘march haftily to Jeri- 
cho, intending to avenge bimfelf on the enemy tor the flaugh- 
ter of his brother ; and when he had. pitched his tents, he made 
a feaft for the principal commanders, and after this collation 
was over, and he had difmifled his gwefts, he retired to bis 
own chamber: And here may one fee what kindnefs God had 
Jor the King, tor the upper part otf the houfe tell dowa when 
no body was in it, and fo killed none, infomuch that all the 
people believed that Herod wag beloved of God, fince he had 
efcaped fuch a great and furprifing danger. 

12. But the next day fix thoufand ofthe enemy came down 
from the tops of the mountains to fight®the Romans, which 
greatly terrifiedthem ; and the foldiers that were in light ar- 
mour came near, and pelted the King’s guards that were come 
_ put with darts and flones. and one of them hit him on the fide 
with a dart. Antigonus alfo fent a commander againft Sama- 
xia, whofe name was Pappus, with fome forces, being defir- 
ous to fhew the enemy how potent he was, and that he bad 
men to fparein his war with them: He fat down to oppofe 
Macherus; but Herod when he had taken five cities, took 
{uch as were left in them, being about twa thoufand, and flew 
them, and burnt the cities théemlelves, and then returned ta 
go againft Pappus. who was encamped ata village called J/a- 
nas: And there ranin tohim mary out of Jericho and Ju, 
dea, near to which places he was, and the enemy fell upon 
his men, fo flout were they at thig time, and joined battle with 
them, but he beat them in the fight ; and in order to be re- 
venged on them for the flaughter of bis brother, he purfued 
them fharply, and killed them as they ran away : * And ag 
the houfes were full of armed men, and many of them ran as 
far as the tops of thc houfes, he got them under his power, and 
pulled down the roofs of the houfes, and faw the lower rooms 
tull of foldiers that were caught, and lay all on a heap; fo 
they threw ftones down upon them as they lay piled one up- 
on another, and thereby killed them : Nor was there a mose 
frightful fpe@acle in all the war than this, where beyond the 
walls an ummenfe multitude of dead men lay hea ἢ one up- 
on another. This aétion it was which chiefly brake the {pir- 
its of the enemy, who expeéted now what would come, for ἡ 
there appeared amighty number of people that tame from 
places far diftant, that were now about the village. but then 
San away ; and had it not been for the depth of winter, which 


‘# It may be worth our obfervation here, that thefe foldiers of Herod could not 
bave gotten upon the tops of thele houfes which were full ef enemies, in order ta 
pull up the upper floors, end deftroy them beneath, but by ladders from the out- 
fide ; which illaftrates fome texts inthe New Teftament, by which it appears that 
men ufed to afcend thither by laddess‘on the ourfides. Seo Matt. xxiv. 17. Mark 
Bid, 15. Luke v. 19. xvii. 31, 
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then reftrained them, the King’s army had prefently gone ta 

. Jerufalem, as being very courageous at this good fuccefs, and 
the whole work had been done immediately, for Antigonus 
was already looking about how he might fly away, and leave © 

e city, . | ; 

13. At this time the King gave order that the foldiers fhould 
goto fupper, for it was late at night, while he went into a 
chamber to ufe the bath, for he was very weary : And here it 
was that he was in the greatcfl danger, which yet by God’s 
providence, he efcaped ; for as he was naked, and had but 
one fervant that followed him to be with him while he was 
bathing in an inner room, certain of the enemy, who were 
in their armour, and had fled thither out of fear, were then in 
the place; and as he was bathing, the firft of them came out 
with his naked {word drawn, and went out at the doors, and 
after δίαι ἃ fecond and a third, armed in like- manner, aad 
were under fuch a confternation that they did no hurt ta 
the King, and thought themfelves to have come aff very well 
in fuffering no harm themfelves in their getting out of the 

fe. However, on the next day he cut off the head of Pap 
pus, for he was already flain, and fent it to Pheroras, as a pun- 
ifhment of what their brother had {uffered by his means, for 
he was the man that {lew him with his own hand. . 

14. When the rigour of winter was over, Herod removed 
hisarmy asd came near to Jerufalem, aud pitched his camp 
hard by the city. Now this was the third year fince he had 
been made King at Rome; and as he removed his camp, and 
eame near that part of the wall where it could be moft eafily 
affaulted,the pitched that camp before the temple, intending ta 
saake his attacks in the fame manner as did Pompey, fo he 
encompaffed the place with three bulwarks, and ereéted tow- 
ers, and employed agreat many hands about the works, and cut 
down the treea that were round about the city ; and when he had 
appointed proper perfons to overfee the works, even while the 
army lay beforethe city, he himfelf went to Samariato came 
plete his marriage, and to take to wife the daughter of Alex- 
ander, the fon of Ariftobulus, for he had betrothed her already, 
as I have before related. : | 


; CHAP. XVI. 


How Herod, when he had married Mariamne, took Ferufalem, 
with the affiflance of Softus, by force; and how the Govern. 
ment of the Afamoncans was pué an end to. 


§ 1. Af ER the wedding was over, came Sofus through 

_Phenicia, having fent out his army before him o- 
ver the midland parts. He alfo, who was their commander, 
game himlelf, witha great number ef horfemen and footmen. 
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The king alfo came himfelf from Samaria, and brought with 
him no {mall army, befides that which was there betore, for 
᾿ they were about thirty thoufand ; and they all met together at 
the walls of Jerufalem. and encamped at the north wail ot the 
city, being now an army of eleven legions, armed men on 
foot, and fix thoufand horfemen, with other auxiliaries out of 
Syria. The generals were two, Sofius, fent by Antony to 
affit Herod, and Herod on his own account, in order to take 
the government from. Antigonus, who was declared an enemy 
at Rome, and that he might bimfelf be king, according to the 
decree of the fenate. 

2. Now the Jews that were inclofed within the walls ef the 
city fought againft Herod with great alacrity and zeal, (for 
the whole nation was gathered together) ; they alfo gave out 
many prophecies about the temple, and many things agreea- 
ble to the people, as it God would deliverthem out of the dan- 
gers they werein; had alfo carried off what was out of the 
city, that they might nut leave any thing to afford fuftenance 
either for men or for beafts ; and by private robberies, they 
made the want of neceffaries greater. When Herod under- 
ftood this, he oppofed ambuthes in the fitteft places againt 
their private robberies, and he fent legions of armed men to 
bring in provifions, and that from remote places, fo that ina 
little time they had great plenty of provifions. Now the three 
bulwarks were eafily eretted, becaufe fo many hands were 
continually at work upon it; for it was fummer time, and 
there was nothing to hinder them in raifing their works, nel 
ther from the air, nor from the workmen : So they brought 
their engines to bear, and fhook the walls of the city, and tr- 
ed all manner of waysto get in ; yet did not thofe within dif- 
cover any fear, hut they alfo contrived not afew engines to 
oppofe their engines withal. They alfo fallied out, and burnt 
not only thofe engines that were not yet perfefled, but thofe 
that were; and when they came hand to hand, their attempts 
were not lefs bold than thofe of the Romans, though they were 
hehind them in fkill, They alfo erefted new works when the 
former were ruined, and making mines under ground, the 
met each other, and fought there, and making ule of brutil 
eourage rather than ot prudent valour, they perfifted in this 
war to the very laft : And this they did while a mighty army 
lay round about them, and while they were diftreffed by fam- 
ine, and the want of neceffaries, tor this happened to bea fab- 
batic year. The firft that fcaled the walls were twenty chol- 
en men, the next were Sofius'’s centurions, tor the firft wall 
was taken in forty days, and the fecond in fifteen more, when 
fome of the cloifters that were about the temple were burnt, 
which Herod gave outto have been burnt by Antigonus. in 
order to expofe him to the hatred of the Jews. And when the 
outer court of the temple, and the lower city were taken, the 
Jews fled into the inner court of the temple, and into the =p- 
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er city ; but now fearing left the Romans fhould hinder them 
rom offering their daily facrifices to God, they fent an em- 
bafflage, and defired that they would only permit them to bring 
in beafls for facrifices, which Herod granted, hoping they 
were going to yield, but when he faw that they did nothing 
of what he fuppofed, but bitterly oppofed him, in order to 
. preferve the kingdom to Antigonus, he made an. adault upon 
the city andtook it by ftorm ; and now all parts were fuil of 
thofe that were flain, by the rage of the Romans at the long 
duration of the fiege, and by the zeal of thé Jews that 
were on Herod’s fide who were not willing to leave one 
of their adverfaries alive; fo they -were murdered contin- 
ually in the narrow ftreets, and in the houfes by crouds, and 
as they were flying to the temple for fhelter, and there 
was no pity taken ot either infants or the aged, nor did they 
ipare fo much as the weaker fex ; nay, although the king fent 
about, and befought them to [pare the people, yet nobody re. 
ftrained their hand from flaughtes, but, as if they were a coni- 
pany of madmen, they fell upon perfons of al} ages, without 
diftin@tion ; and then Antigonus, witout regard to either his 
paft or prefent circumfanees, came down from the citadel, 
and fell. down at the feet of Sofius, who took no pity of him, © 
in the change of his fortune, but infulted him beyond meaf-_ 
ure, and called him Antigone, (3. e. a woman, and not a man ;} 
yet did he not treat him as if he were ὁ woinan, by letting bim 
go at liberty, but put him into bonds, and kept him in clofe 
cuftody. 
3. And now Hered having overcome his enemies, his care 
was to govern thofe foreigners who had been his affiftants, tor 
the croud of ftrangers rulhed to fee the temple, andthe facred 
things in the temple; but the king thinking a vi€tory to be 
a more fevere afilétion than a deteat, if any of thofe things 
which it was not lawful to fee fhould be feen by them, uled 
entreaties and threatnings, and even fometimes force itfelf, to 
reftrain them. He alfo prohibited the ravage that was made 
in the city, and many times afked Solfius, whether the Romane 
would empty the city both of money and of men, and leave . 
him king of a defart ἡ and told tim, thathe efteemed the do- 
minion over the whole habitable earth as by no means an e- 
quivalent fatistaétiow for fuch a murder of his citizens : And 
when he faid, that this plunder was juftly to be permitted the 
foldiers, forthe fiege they had undergone, he replied, that 
he would give every one their reward out of his own money, 
and by this means he redeemed what remained of the city 
from deftru€ion, and he performed what he had promifed him, 
for he gave anoble prefent to every foldier, and a proportion- 
able prefent to their commanders, but a moft royal prefent to 
Sofius himfelf, cill they all went away full of money. 

| 4 This * deftru€tion befel the city of Jerufalem when Mar 


* Note here, that Jofephus fully and frequently affures us that there pafled a 
Dove three years between Herod's Sek obtaining the kingdom at Rome, end his ley 
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cus Aprippa, and Caninius Gallus were confuls of Rome, or 
the huadred eighty and fifth olympiad, on the third month 
on the folemnity of the fa, as if a periodical revolution 
calamities had returned, fince that which betel the Jews un- 
derPompey ,for the Jews were taken by him on the fame day, and 
this was alter twenty-feven years time. So when Sofius had 
dedicated a crown of gold to God, he marched away from 
Jerufalem, and carried Antigonus with him in bonds to An- 
tony ; but Herod was afratd left Antigonus fhould be kept in 
prion only | by Antony, and that when he was_ carried to 
ome by him he might get his caufe to be heard by the fen- 
ate, and migit demonftrate, ashe was himfelf of the royal 
blood, and Herod but a private man, that therefore it belong- 
edto his fons however to have the kingdom. on account of 
the family they were of, in cafe he had himfelf offended the 
Romans by what he had done. Out of Herod’s fear of this it 
was. that he, by giving Antony a great deal of money endeav- 
oured to perfuade him to have Antigonus flain, which if ic 
were once done, he {hould be free from that fear. And thus 
did the government of the Afamoneans ceale, an hundred 
twenty and fix years after it was firf fetup. This family was 
a fplendid and an illuftrius one, both on account of the nobili- 
ty of their ftock, and of the dignity of the high priefthood, 
as al{o for the glorious ations their anceftors had performed 
fer our nation: But thefe men loft the government by their 
diffentions one with another, and it came to Herod the fon of 
Antipater, who was of no more than a vulgar family, and of no 
eminent extraction, but one that was fubje& to other kings : 
And this is what hiftory tells us wasthe end of the Afamonfe- . 
an family. - 


cond obtaining it upon the taking of Jerufalem, and death of Antigonus. The 
prefent hiftory of this interval twice mentions the army's going into winter quara 
ters, which perhaps belonged to two feveral winters, ch. xv. ἃ g, 4. end thougie 
Jofephus fays nothing how long they lay in thofe quarters, yet does he give fuch an 
account of the long and ftudied delays of Ventidius Silo, and Macheras, whe were 
to fee Herod fettled in his new kingdom, (but feem not to have had {ufficient forces 
for that purpofe, and were for certain.all corrupted by Antigonus to make the 
longeft delays possible, and give us fuch particular ‘accounts of the many great ac— 
tions of Herod’s during the fame interval, as fairly imply that interval, before 
Herod went to Samefata, to have been very.confiderable. - However what is want. 
ing in Jofephas, is fully fupplied by Mofes Chorenenfis, the Armenian hiftorian, 
in his tory of that interval, B. 11. ch. xvili. where be dire@ly affures us, that Ti- 
granes, then king of Armenia, and the principal manager of this Parthian wart, reign- 
ed two years afterHerod was made king atRome, and yetAntony did not hear of his 
death, in that very nighbourhood, at Samolata, till he was come thither to beGege 
it: After which Herod brought him an army, which was 340 miles march, and 
through a difftcalt country full of enemies alfo, and joined with him in the fege 
of Samofata till that city was taken ; then Herod and Sofius march back with their 
large armies the fame nurnber of 245 miles, and when ina little time, they fat 
down to befiege Jerufalem, they were not able to take it but by a fiege of five menths. 
All which put together, fully {upplies wha is wanting in Jofephus, and fecures 
the entire chronology of thefe times beyond contradiction. - 
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BOOK XV. 
Containing the interval of eighteen years. 


[From the Death of ANTIGON Us to the finifhing of the Tem- 
ple by Hzrop.] 


CHAP. ft. 


Concerning Pollio and Sameas. Herod flays the principal of 
Antigonus’s Friends, and {potls the City of rts Wealth. Anto- 
ny beheads Antigonus. 


δ 1. OW Sofius and Herod took Jerufalem by force ; 

. and befides that, how they tock Antigonus captive, 
has been related by usin the foregoing book. We will now 
proceed in the narration. And fince Herod had now the gov- 
ermment of all Judea put into his hands, he promoted fuch of 
the private men in the city as had been ot his party, but never 
left off avenging and punifhmg every day thofe that had chof- 
en to be of the party of his enemies: But Pollio the Pharifee, 
and Sameas, a difciple of bis, were honoured by him above 
all the reit, for when Jeratalem was befieged, they advifed 
the citizens to receive Herod, for which advice they were 
well requited ; but this Pollio, at the time when Herod was 
once upon his trial of life and death, foretold, im way‘ of re- 
proach, to Hyrcanus and the other judges, how this Herod 
whom they {fuffered now to efcape, would afterward infhé 
punifhment on them all ; which had its completion in time, 
while God fulfilled the words he had {poken. 

2. At this time Herod, now he had got Jerufalem under 
his power, carried off all the royal ornaments, and {poiled the 
wealthy men of what they had gotten ; and when, by thefe 
means, he had heaped together a great quantity of filver and 
gold, he gave it allto Antony, and his friends that were about 

im. He alfo flew forty-five of the principal men of Anti- 
gonus's party, and fet guards at the gates ot the city, that no- 
thing might be carried out together with their dead bodies. 
They aHo fearched the dead, and whatfoever was found, ei- 
ther of filver or gold, or other treafure, it was carried to the 
king ; nor was there any end of the miferies he brought uport 
them, and this diftrefs was in part occafioned by the cove- 
toufnefs of the prince regent, who was ftill in want of more, 
and in parf by the fabbatic year, which was ftill going on, 
and forced the country to lie fill uncultivated, fince we are 
forbidden to fow our land in that year. Now. when Antony 

OL, 
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had received Antigonus as his captive, he determined to keep 
him againft his triumph; but when he heard that the na- 
tion grew feditious, and that out of their hatred to Herod, 
they continued to bear good will to Antigonus, he refolved 
- to behead him at Antioch, for otherwife the Jews could no 

way be brought to be quiet. And Straho of Cappadocia at- 
tefts to what I have faid, when he thus fpeaks : “ Antony or- 
dered Antigonus the Jew to be brought to Antioch, and there 
to be beheaded ; and this Antony feems to me to have been 
τ the very firft man who beheaded a king, as fuppofing he could 

no other way bend the minds of the ‘evs, fo as to receive 

Herod, whom he had made king in his flead, for by no tor- 
ments could they be forced to call him king, fo great a fond- 
nefs they had for their former king ; fo he thought that this 
difhonourable death would diminifh the value they had for 
Antigonus’s memory, and at the fame time would diminifh 
their hatred they bare to Herod.” Thus far Strabo. 


CHAP. IL. 


How Hyrcaaus was fet at Liberty by the Parthians, and re- 
turned to Hered ; and what Alexandra did when fhe heard 
that Ananelus was made High Prieft. 


4 1. Now’ after Herod was in poffefhon of the kingdom, 
Hyrcanus the high prieft, who was then a captive 
among the Parthians, came to him again, and was fet free 
from his captivity, in the manner following: Barzapharnes 
and Pacorus, the generals of the Parthians, took Hyrcanus, 
who was firft made high prieft and afterward king, and Her. 
ed’s brother, Phafaelus, captives, and were carrying them a- 
way into Parthia. Phafaelus indeed could not bear the re- 
proach of being in bonds, and thinking that death with glory 
was better than any life whatfoever, he became his own exe- 
cutioner, as | have formerly related. 

2. But when Hyrcanus was brought into Parthia, the king 
‘Phraates treated him after a very gentle manner, as having al- 
ready learned of what an illuftrious family he was ; on which 
account he fet him tree from his bonds, and gave him an hab- 
itation at * Babylon, where there was Jews in great numbers. 
Thele Jews honoured Hyrcanus astheir high prieft, andking ; 
as did all the Jewith nation that dwelt as far as Euphrates ; 
which refpeét.was very much to his fatisfa@tion. Kut when 
he was informed that Herod had received the kingdom, new 


* The city here called Babylon by Jofephus, feems to be one which was built 
by fome of the Seleacidae upon the Tigris, which long after the utter defolation of 
old Babylon, wascommonly fo called, and J {uppofe not far from Seleucia ; juft 


as the later adjoining city Bagdat has been, and is oftes cabled by the fame old name 
of Babylon till this ery. day. " , 
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hopes came upon him, as having been himfelf, fill ofa kind - 
difpofition towards him; and expe&ing that Herod would 
bear in mihd what favour he had received from him, and when 
he was upon his trial, and when he was in danger that a capital 
f{entence would be pronounced againft him, he delivered him 
from that danger. and from all punifhment. Accordingly, he 
talked of that matter with the Jews that came often to him 
with great affeétion ; but they endeavoured to retain him a- 
mong them, and defircd that he would ftay with them, putting 
him in mind of the kind offices and honours they did him, and 
that thofe honours they paid him were not at all inferior to 
what they could pay to either their high priefts or their kings ; 
and what was a greater motive to determine him, they faid was 
this, that he could not have thofe dignities [in Judea} becaufe 
of that maim in his body, which had been infligted on him by 
Antigonus ; and that kings do not ule to requite men tor thofe 
kindneffes which they reccived when they were private per- 
fons, the height of their. fortune making ufually no {mall 
changes in them. 

3. Now although they fuggefted thefe arguments to him for 
his own advantage, yet did Hyrcanus ftill deflire to depart. 
Herod’alio wrote'to him, and perfuaded him to defne of 
. Phraates, and the Jews that were there, that they fhould not 
grudge him the royal authority, which he fhould have jointly . 
with himfelf, tor that now was the proper time for himfelt to 
make him amends tor the favours he had received trom him, 
- as having been brought up by him, and faved by him alfo, as 
well as tor Hyrcanus to receive it. And ashe wrote thus to 
Hyrcanus, fo did he fend alfo Saramallas, his ambaffador, to 
Phraates, and many prefents with him, and defired him in the 
moft obliging way, that he would be no hindrance to his grat- 
ttude towards his benefa@or. But this zeal of Herod’s did not 
flow from that principle, but becaufe he had been made gov- 
ernor of that country without having any juit claim to it, he 
was afraid, and that upon reafons good enough, of a change in 
Ins condition, and fo made what hafte he could to get Hyrca- 
nus into his power, or indeed to put him quite qut of the way : 
Which laft thing he compafied afterward. 

4. Accordingly, when Hyrcanus came, full of aflurance, 
by the permiffion of the king of Parthia, and at the expence 
of the ‘ews who fupplied him with money, Herod received 
bim with all pofflable re{pett, and gave him the upper place at 
public meetings, and fe him above all the refit at feafls, 
and thereby deceived him. He called him his father; and 
endeavoured, by all the ways poffible, that he might have no 
{ufpicion of any treacherous defign againft him, He alfodid 
other things, in order to fecure his government, which yet oc- 
cafioned a {edition in his own family ; for being cautiaus haw 
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he made any * illuftrious perfon the high-prieft of God, he 
fent for an obfcure prieft out of Babylon, whofe name was 
Ananelus, and beftowed the high priefthood upon him. 

. However, Alexandra, the daughter of Hyrcanus, and 
wite of Alexander, the fon οἱ Ariftobulus the king, who had 
_alfo brought Alexander {two} children, could not bear this 

indignity. Now this fon was one of the greateft comelinefs, 
and was called Ariftobulus ; and the daughter, Mariamne, was 
‘married to Herod, and eminent for her beauty alfo. This 
Alexandra was much difturbed, and took this indignity offer- 
ed to her fon exceeding ill, that while he was alive, any one 
elfe fhould be fent for to have the dignity of the high prieft- 
hood conferred upon him. Accordingly fhe wrote to Clev- 
patra (a mufician affifting her in taking care to have her letters 
carried), to defire her interceffion with Antony, in arder to 
gain the high priefthood for her fon. 
6. But as Antony was flow in granting this requeft, his 
friend + Dellrus came into Judea upon fome affairs, and when 
he faw Ariftobulus, he ftood in admiration at the tallnefs and 
handfomenefs of the child, and no lefs at Mariamne, the king’s 
wife, and was open in his commendations of Alexandia, as the 
mother of moft beautiful children : And when fhe canft to dif- 
courfe with him, he perfuaded her to get pictures drawn of 
them both, and ta fend them to Antony, for that when he faw 
them, he would deny her nothing that the fhould afk. Ac- 
cordingly Alexandra was elevated with thefe words of lus, and 
fent the pi&tures to Antony. Daellius alfo talked extravagant- 
ly, and faid, That “‘ thefe children feemed not derived trom 
men, but from fome god or other.” Haus defign in doing fo 
was to entice Antony into lewd pleafures with them, who was 
alhamed to fend for the damfel, as being the wife of Herod, 
and avoided it, becaufe of the reproaches he fhould have from 
Cleopatra on that acceunt, but he fent, in the moft decent 
manner he could, for the young man ; but added this withal, 
“ Uniels he thought it hard upon him fo to do.” When this 
letter was brought to Herod, he did not think it fafe tor bim 
to fend one fo handfome as was Ariftobulus, in the prime ot 
his lite, tor he was fixteen years of age, aad of {fo noble a fam- 
ily, and particularly not to Antony, the principal man among 


* Here we have an eminent example of Herod's worldly and profane politica, 
when by the abufe of his unlawful and ufurped power, to make whom he plealed 
high prieft, in the perfon of Ananelus, he qceafioned {uch difturbances in his king- 
dom, and in his own family, as fuffered him to enjoy no latting peace or trarqeil- 
ity ever afterward ; And fuch is frequently the effet of profane court politics s- 
-bout matters of religion in other ages and nations. The Old Teftament is full of 
the miferies of the people of the Jews derived {rom {uch court politics, efpecially 
in and after the days of Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, who made Lfra-l to fin; who 
gave the moft pemicious example of it; who brought on the groffeft corruption of 
religion by it; and the punifhrfent of whofe family for it was mo remarkable. 
The cafe is toe well known to fland in need of particular citations. 

t Of this wicked Dellius, fee the note on the War, B. I. ch. xv. § 3. vol. III. 
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‘the Romans, and one that would abufe him in his emours, and 

befides, one that openly indulged himfelf in fuch pleafures as 
‘his own power allowed him, without controul. He therefore 
wrote back to him, That “ if this boy fhould only go out of 
the country, all would be in a ftate of war and uproar, becaufe 
the ‘ews were in hopes of a change in the government, and 
to have another king over them.” . 

7. When Herod had thus excufed himfelf to Antony, he. 
refolved that he would not entirely permit the child or Alex- 
andra to be treated difhqnourably ; But his wife Mariamne 
Jay vehemently at him ta reftore the high priefthood to her 
brother, and be judged it was for his advantage fo to do, be- 
caule, if he once had that dignity, he could not go out of the 
country. So he called his friends together, and told them, 
That “" Alexandra privately confpiréd againft his royal au- 
thority, and endeavoured, by the means of Cleopatra, fo ta 
bring it about, that he might be deprived of the government, 
and that by Antany’s means this youth might have the man- 
agement of public affairs in his ftead ; and that this procedure 
at hers was unjuft, fince ihe would at the fame time deprive 
her daughter of the dignity fhe now had, and would bring dif- 
turbances upon the kingdom, for which he had taken a great 
deal of pains, and had gotten it with extraordinary hazards : 
That yet, yhtle he well remembered her wicked praétices, he 
would not leave off doing what was right himfelf, but would 
even now give the youth the high priefthood ; and that he for- 
merly fet up Ananelus, becaufe Ariftobulus was then fo very 
young achild.” Now when he had faid this, not at random, 
but as he thought with the beft difcretion he had, in order to 
deceive the women, and thofe friends whonf he had taken to 
confult withal, Alexandra, out of the great joy fhe had at this 
unexpetted promife, and out of fear from the fufpicions fhe 
lay under, fella weeping ; and made the following apology 
for herfelf, and faid, That ‘‘ as to-the [high] priefthood, fhe 

was very much concerned for the difgrace her fon was 
under, and fo did her utmoft endeavours to procure it tor him, 


but that as to the kingdom, fhe bad made no attempts, and that - 


if it were offered her {for her fon, | fhe would not accept it ; 
and that now. fhe would be fatisfied with her fon’s dignity, 
while he himfelf held the civil government, and fhe had there- 
by the fecurity that arofe from his peculiar ability-in govern- 
ing, to all the remainder of her family : That fhe was now o- 
.vercome by his benefits, and thankfully accepted of this hon- 
our fhewed by him ta her fon. and that fhe would hereafter be 
entirely obedient: And fhe defired him to excufe her, if the 
nobility of ber family, and that freedom of aéting which fhe 
thought that allowed her, had made her a& too. precipitately 
and imprudently in this matter.” Sq when they had fpoken 
thus to one another, they came to an agreement, and all fuf- 
picions, fo far as appeared, were vanilhed away. 


a 


~ 
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CHAP. IIL 


How Hered, upon his making AriNobules High-ori , 

. that he frould be murdered. in @ lite time 8 OT OO τα ¥ 
he made to Antony about Ariftobulus : As alfo concerning F - 
Seph and Mariamne. 


§ 3. S° king Herod immediately took the high-priefthood 
J away from Ananelus, who, as we faid before, was not 
of this country, but one οἱ thofe Jews that had been carried 
¢aptive beyond Euphrates ; for there were not a few ten thou- 
fands of this people that had been carried captives, and dwelt 
about Babylonia, whence Ananelus came. He was one * of 
the flock of the high priefts, and had been of old a particular 
friend οἱ Herod’s ; and when he was firft made king he con- 
ferred that dignity upon him, and now put him out of it again, 
iA order to quict the troubles in his family, though what he 
did was plainly unlawful, for at no other time [of old | was a- 
ny one that had once been in that dignity deprived of it. It 
was Antiochus Epiphanes who firft brake that law, and de- 
rived Jefus, and made his brother Onias high-pnieft in his: 
ead. Ariftobulus was the fecond that did fu, ‘and took that 
dignity from his brother { Hyrcanus ;] and this Merod was the 
third, who took that high office -away (from Ananelus, | and 
gave it to this young man, Ariftobulus, in hig ftead. 

a. And now Herod feemed to have healed the divifions in 
his family ; yet was he not without fufpicion, as is trequently 
the cafe of the people feeming to be reconciled tq one another, 
but thought that, as Alexandra had already made attempts 
tending to innovations, fo did he fear that fhe would go on 
therein, if fhe found a fit opportunity for fo doing ; fo be gave 
a command, that fhe fhould dwell in the palace, and meddle 
with no public affairs : Her guards alfo were fo careful, that 
nothing the did in private lite every day was concealed. All 
thefe hardfhips put her out of patience, by little and little, and 

᾿ fhe began to hate Herod ; for as fhe had the pride of a woman 
to the utmoft degree, fhe had great indignation at this fulpi- 


- 4 When Jofephus fays here, that this Ananelus, the new high prieft, was of the 
Stock of the high pricfs, and ἤπιος he had been jufi telling us that he was a prieft of 
᾿ gn.obfcure family or charaQter, ch ii. ἃ 4. it is not at all probable that he could fo 
foon fay that be was of the Rock of the high priefis. However, Jolephus here makes 
ἃ remarkable obfervation, that this Ananelus was the /Avrd that was ever unjuft'y and 
wickedly tumed out of the high priefthood by the civil power, nn king or gover- 
ner having ventured to do fo that Jofephus knew of, but that heathen tyrant and 
ator Antiochus Epiphanes ; that barharous parricide Ariftobulus, the firft thar 
teok royal authority among the Maccabees; and this tyrant king Herod the Great, 
althongh afterward that infamous pra@ice became frequent, till the very deftruGtion 
of Jerufalem, when the office of high prieRhood wasat an end. 
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cious guard that was about her as defirous rather to undergo 
anv thing that could befal her, than to be deprived of her 1i 
erty of fpeech, and. under the notion of an honorary guard, 
to live in ἃ ἥλιο of flavery and terror: She therefore fent to 
Cleopatra, and made a long complaint of the circumftances 
e was in, and entreated her to do her utmoft tor her affift. 
ance. Cleopatra hereupon advifed her to take her fon with 
her and come away immediately to Ker into Egypt. This ad- 
vice pleafed her ; and fhe had this contrivarice for getting a- 
way : She got two coffins made, as if they were to carry away 
two dead bodies, and put herfelf into one, and her fon into the 
other, and gave orders to fuch of her fervants, as knew of her 
intentions. to carry them away in the night time. Now their 
road was to be thence to the fea-fide, and there was a hip 
ready to carry them into Egypt. Now &fop, one of her fer- 
vants, happened to fall upon Sabbion, one of her friends, and 
fpake of this matter to him, as thinking he had known of ἢ 
before. When Sabbion knew this, (who had formerly been 
an enemy of Herod’s, and been efteemed one of thofe that laid 
{nares for, and gave the poifon to [his father} Antipater,) he 
expefied that this difcovery would change Herod’s hatred ine 
to Kindnels. fo he told the king of this private ftratagem of Ale 
exandra’s : Whereupon he fuffered her to proceed to the exe. 
cution of her projet, and caught her in the very faét, but fill 
he paffed by her offence ; and though he had a great mind to 
do it, he durff not infli& any thing that was fevere upon her, 
for he knew that Cleopatra would not bear that he fhould have 
her acculed, ott account of her hatred tohim but madea fhew 
as if it were rather the generofity of his foul, and his great 
moderation, that made him forgive them. However, he tully 
propofed to himfelf to put this young man ent of the way by 
one means or other ; but he thought he might in probability 
be better concealed in doing it, 1f he did not prefently, nor 
immediately after what had Pately happened. 
nd now, upon the approach of the feaft of tabernacles, 
which isa feftival very much obferved among us, he let thole 
days pafs over, and both he and the reft of the people were 
thereyn very merry ; yet did the envy which at this time arofe 
in him, canie him to make hafle to do what he was about, and 
provegy him to it: For when this youth Ariflobulus, who 


was now in the feventeenth year of his age, went up to the al- . 


tor, according to the law, to offer the facrifices, and this with 
the ornaments of his high priefthood, and when he * perform. 
ed the facred offices, he fecmed to be exceeding comely, and 
taller than men ufually were at that age, and to exhibit in his 
countenance a great deal of that high family he was {prung 


om, and a warm zeal and affeQ@iion towards him appesred a- 


* This entirely confutes the Talmudifts, who pretend that no one under twenty 


years of age could officiate as bigh prieft δια the Jews, 
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mong the people, and the memory of the aftions of his grand- 
father Ariftobulus was frefh in their minds ; and their affec- 
.tions got fo far the maftery of them, that they could not for- 
bear to fhew their inclinations to him. They at once rejoic- 
ed, and were confounded, and mingled with good wifhes their 
joytul acclamations which they made to him, till the good-wilk 
of the multitude was made too evident, and they more rafhly 
proclainied the happinefs they had received from his family 
than was fit under a monarchy to have done. Upon all this, 
Herod refolved to complete what he had intended againft the 
young man. When therefore the feftival was over, and he 
was feafting at * Jericho with Alexandra, who entertained the 
there, he was then very pleafant with the young man, an 
rew him into a lonely place, and at the fame time played with 
im in a juvenile and ludicrous manner. Now the nature of 
that place was hotter than ordinary ; fo they went out in a 
body, and of a fudden, and in a vein of madnefs, and as they 
ftood by the fifh ponds, of which there were large ones about 
the houfe, they went to cool themfelves [by bathing, ] becaufe 
it was in the midft of an hot day. At firft they were only {pec- 
tators of Herod’s fervants and acquaintance asthey were {wim- 
ming, but after a while, the young man, at the inftigation of 
Herod, went into the water.among them, while fuch of Her- 
od’s acquaintance, as he had appointed to do it, dipped him, 
as he was {wimming, and plunged him under water, in the 
dark of the evening, as it it had been done in {port only, nor 
did they defift till he was entirely fuffocated ; and thus was 
Ariftobulus murdered, having lived no more in all than ¢ eigh- 
teen years, and Kept the high priefthood one year only : Which 
high priefthood Ananelus now recovered again. 
. 4. When this fad accident was told the women, their joy 
was foon changed to lamentation, at the fight of the dead bo- 
dy that lay before them, and their forrow. was immoderate. 
he city alfo fof Jerufalem] upon the fpreading of this 
news, werein very great griet, every one looking on this 
calamity as if it had not belonged to another, but that one of 
themfelves was flain ; but Alexandra was more deeply affe&- 
ed, upon her knowledge that he had been deftroyed fon ur- 
pofe]. Her forrow was greater than that of others, by” her 
knowing how the murder was committed, hut fhe was oe a 
neceflity of bearing up under it, out of her profpeCof a 
greater mifchief that might otherwife follow : And the often- 
times came to an inclination to kill herfelf wih ber own hand, 


* A Hebrew chronicle, cited by Reland, fays, this drowning was at Jordan, 

mot at Jericho, and this even when he quotes Jofephus. 1 fufpe€ the tranfcriber of 
the Hebrew chronicle miftook the name, and wrote Jordan for Jericho. 
- + The reading of one of Jofephus’s Greek MSS. {cems here to be right, that 
Ariftobulus was κοί eighteen years old when he was drowned, for he was not feven- 
teex when he was made high prieft, chap. ii. § δ. chap, iii, § 3. and he continued 
in that office but one year, as in the place before us, 
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but ftill the reftrained herfelf, in hopes fhe might live long e- 
nough to revenge the unjuft murder thus privately commit- 
ted: Nay, fhe farther relolved to endeavour to live longer,: 
and to give no occafion to think fhe fulpe&ed thather fon was 
{lain on purpofe, and fuppofed that fhe might thereby be in a 
capacity of revenging it at a proper opportunity. hus did 
fhe reftrain herfelt, that fhe might not be noted for entertain- 
ing any fuch fufpicion. However, Herod endeavoured that 
none abroad fhould believe that the child’s death was caufed 
by any defign of his ; and for this purpofe he did not only 
ufe the ordinary figns of forrow, but tell into tears alfo, and 
exhibited a real confufion of foul: And perhaps his affec- 
tions were overcoine on this occafion, when he faw the child’s 
countenance fo young, and, fo beautiful, although his death 
were {uppofed to tend to his own fecurity ; fo far at leaft this 
griel ferved as to make fome apology for him: Andas tor his 
uneral, that he took care fhould be very magnificent, by mak- 
ing great preparation for a fepulchre to lay his body in, and 
providing a great quantity of {pices,.and burying many orna- 
ments together with him, till the very women, who were in 
fuch deep forrow, were altonifhed at it, and received in this 
way fome confolation, 
5. However, no fuch things could overcome Alexandra's 
grief, but the remembrance οὗ this miferable cafe made her 
orrow both deep and obftinate. Accordingly fhe wrote an 
account of this treacherous {cene to Cleopatra, and how her 
fon was murdered ; but Cleopatra, as fhe had formerly been 
defirous to give her what fatistaftion fhe could, and commil- 
erating Alexandra’s misfortunes, made the cafe her own, and 
would not let Antony be‘quiet, but excited him to punith the 
child’s murder ; for that it was an unworthy thing that Herod, 
who had been by him made king of a kingdom that no way 
belonged to him, fhould be guilty of fuch horrid crimes a- 
gaint thofe that were of the royal blood inreality. Antony 
was perfuaded by thefe arguments ; and when he came to La- 
ddicea, he fent and commanded Herod to come and make his 
defence, as to what he had done to Ariftobulas, for that fuch 
a treacherous defign was not well done, Tt he had any hand 
in it. Herod was now in tear, both δὲ the accufation, and of 
Cleopatra’s ill will to him. which was fuch, that fhe was ev- 
er endeavouring to make Antony hate him. Hetheretore de- 
termined to obey his fummons, for he had no poffible way to 
avoid it: So he left his uncle, Jofeph, procurator for his gov- 
ernment, and for the public affairs. and gave him a private 
charge, that if Antony fhould kill him he alfo fhould kill Ma- 
riamne immediately, tor that he had a tender affeétion tor this 
his wife, and was afraid of the iujury that fhould be offered 
him, it. after his death, fhe, tor her beauty, fhould be engag- 
_ ed to fome other man: But his intimation was nothing but 
this. at the Pottom, that Antony had tatlen in love with her, 
οι. II, L 
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when he had formerly heard fomewhat of her beauty. So 
when Herod had given Jofeph this charge, and had indeed no 
{ure hopes of efcaping with his life. he went away to Antony. 

But as Jofeph was adminiftering the public affairs of 
the kingdom, and for that reafon was very frequently with 
Mariamne, both becaufe his bufinefs required it, and becaufe 
ot the refpe&s he ought to pay to the queen, he frequently 
Jet himfelf into difcourfes about Herod’s kindnefs, and great 
affe€tion towards her ; and when the women, efpecially Al- 
exandra, ufed to turn his difcourfes into feminine raillery, 
Jofeph was fo over defirous to demonftrate the king’s inclina- 
tions, that he proceeded fo far as to mention the charge he 
had received, and thence drew his demonftration, that Herod 
- ‘was not able to live without her ; and that it he fhould come 
to any ill end, he could not endure a feparation from her, ev- 
en after he was dead. Thus {pake Jofept. But the women, 
as was natural, did not take this to be an inftance of Herod’s 
ftrong affe€tion for them, but of his fevere ufage of them, 
that they could not efcape deftru€tion, nor atyrannical death 
even when he was dead himfelf: And this faying [οὗ ofeph’s} 
was a foundation for the womens fevere fufpicions about him 
afterwards. ; 

4. At this time a report went about the city Jcrufalem a- 
mong Herod’s enemies, that Antony had tortured Herod, and 
put him todeath. This report, as is natural, difturbed thofe 
that were about the palace, but chiefly the women: Upon 
which Alexandra endeavoured to perfuade Jofeph to go out 
. of the palace, and fly to the enfigns otf the Roman legion, 
which then lay encamped about the city, asaguard tothe king- 
dom, under the command of Julius; for that, by this means, 
if any difturbance fhould happen about the palace, they thould 
be in greater fecurity, δὰ having the Romans favourable to 
them ; and that befides, they hoped to obtain the higheft au- 
thority, if Antony did but once fee Mariamne, by whofe 
means they fhould recover the kingdom. and want nothing 
which was reafonable, for them to hope for, becaufe of their 
royal extra&tion, . - . 

8. But as they were inthe midift of thefe deliberations, let- 
ters were brought from Herod about all his affairs, and prov- 
ed contrary to the report, and of what they before expeéted ; 
tor when he was come to Antony, he foon recovered his in- 
tereft with him, by the prefents he made him, which he had 
brought with him from Jerufalem, and he foon induced him, 
upon difcourfing with him, to leave off his indignation at him, 
ἴο that Cleopatra’s perfuafions had lefs force than the argu- 
ments and prefents be brought, to regain his friendfhip : For 
Antony faid, That “it was not good to require an account of a 
king, as to the affairs of his government, for at this rate he 
could be no king at all, but that thofe who had given him that 
authority ought to permit bim to make ufe of it.” He alfo 
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faid the fame things to Cleopatra, that it would be beft for her 
not bufily to meddle with the aéts of the king’s government. 
Herod wrote an account of thefe things; and ‘‘ enlarged up- 
on the other honours which he had received from Antony : 
How he fat by him at his hearing caufes, and took his diet 
with him every day, and that he enjoyed thofe favours from 
him,notwithftanding the reproaches thatCleopatra fo feverely 
Jaid again{t him, who having a great defire of his country, and 
earneitly entreating Antony that the kingdom might be given 
to ber, laboured with her utmoff diligence to have him out of 
the way, but that he ftill found Antony juft to him, and had 
no longer any apprehenfions of hard treatment from him; and 
that he was foon upon his return, with a firmer additional af- 
furance of his favour to him, in his reigning and managing 
public affairs ; and that there was no longer any hope for Cle- 
opatra’s covetous temper, fince Antony had given her Cele- 
fyria inftead of what he defired, by which means he had at 
once pacified her, and got clear of the entreaties which fhe 
made him to have Judea beftowed upon her.” . 

9. When thefe letters were brought, the women left off 
their attempt for flying to the Romans, which they thought 
of, while Herod was fuppofed to be dead, yet was not that 
purpofe of theirs a fecret ; but when the king had conduéted 
Antony on his way againft the Parthians, he returned to Ju- 
dea, when both his fifter Salome, and his mother informed 
him of Alexandra’s intentions. Salome alfo added fomewhat 
farther againft Jofeph, though it were no more than a calum- 
ny, that he had often had crimtnal converfation with Mari- 
amne. The reafon οἱ her faying fo was this, that fhe fora 
long time bare her ill-will, for when they had differences with 
one another, Mariamne took great freedoms, and reproached 
the reft for the meannefs of their birth. But Herod, whofe 
affeétion to Mariamne was always very warm, was prefently 
difturbed at this, and could not bear the torments of jealouly, 
but was fhill reftrained from doing any rafh thing to her by the 
love he had for her: Yet did his vehement affettion and jeal- 
oufy together make him afk Mariamne by herfelt about this 
‘matter of Jofeph ; but fhe denied it upon her oath, and faid 
all that an innocent woman ceuld poffibly fay in her own de- 
fence, fo that by little and little the king was prevailed upon to 
drop the fufpicion, and left off his anger at her ; and being 
overcome with his paffion for his wife, he made an apology 
to her for having feemed to believe what he had heard about 
her, and returned her a great many acknowledgments of her 
modeft behaviour, and proteffed the extraordinary affeftion 
and kindnefs he had for her, till at lait, as is ufual between 
levers, they both fell into tears, and embraced one another 
with a moft tender affeQion. But as the king gave more and 
roore affurances of his belief of her fidelity ‘and endeavoured to 


draw her to alike confidence in him, Mariamne faid “ Yet 
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was not that command thou gaveft, that if any harm came to 
thee from Antony 1, who had been no occafion of it, fhould 
perith with thee, a fign of thy love to me.” When thefe 
words were fallen from her, the king was fhocked at them, 
and prefently let her go out of his arms, and cried out, and 
tore his hair with his own hands, and faid, that ‘S now he had - 
an evident demonftration that Jofeph had had criminal con- 
verfation with his wife, tor that he would never have uttered 
what he had told him alone by himfel!, unlefs there had been 
fuch a great familiarity and firm confidence between them.” 
And while he was in this paffior he had like to have killed his 
wite, but being ftill overborne by his love to her, he reftrain- 
ed this his paflion, though not without a laiting grief, and dif- 
guietnefs of mind. Hswever, he gave order to flay Joleph, 
without permitting him to come into his fight ; and as for Al- 
exandra, he bound her, and kept her in cultudy, as the caule 
of all this mifchief, 


CHAP. IV. 


How Cleopatra, when fhe had gotten from Antony fome parts 
of Judea and Arabia, came into Judea; and how Herod 
gave her many Prefents, and Conduded her on her Way back 
to Egypt. 


4 1. No at this time the affairs of Syria were jn coniu- 
fion by Cleopatra’s conitant perfuafions to Antony 

to make an attempt upon every body’s dominions; for fhe 
perfuaded him to take thofe dominions away from their fever- 
al princes. and beftow them upun her ; and fhe had a mighty 
influence upon him, by reafon of his being en/laved to her by 
his affections, She was alfo by nature very covetous, and 
fluck at no wickednefs. She had already poifoned her broth- 
er, becaufe fhe knew that he was to be king of Egypt, and 
this when he was but fifteen years old: And the got her filer 
Arf{inoe to be flain, by the means of Antony, when the was 
a {upplicant at Diana’s temple at Ephefus ; for if there were 
but any hopes of getting money, fhe would violate both tem- 
ples and fepulchres. Nor was there any holy place that was 
efteemed the moft inviolable, from which fhe would not fetch 
the ornaments it had init : Nor any place fo profane, but wag 
to fuffer the moft flagitious treatment poffible from her, if. it 
could but contribute fomewhat to the covetous humour et 
this wicked creature : Yet did not all this fuffice fo extrava- 
ant a woman, who was a flave to her lufts, but the fill imag- 
ined that the wanted every thing fhe could think of. and did 
her utmoft to gain it; for which reafon fhe hurried Antony 
on perpetually todeprive others of their dominions and give 
them to her, And as fhe went over Syria with him, fhe con- 
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trived to get it into her poffeffion ; fo he flew Lyfanias, the fon 
οἵ Ptolemy, accufing him of his bringing the Parthians upon 
thofe countries. She alfo petitioned Antony to give her Ju- 
dea and Arabia, and in order thereto defired him to take thefe 
countries away from their prefent governors, As for Antony, 
he was fo entirely overcome by this woman, that one would 
not think her converfation only could do it, but that he was 
fome way or other bewitched to do whatfoever fhe would have 
him; yet did the grofleft parts of her injuftice make him fo 
afhamed, that he would sot always hearken to her, toda thofe 
flagrant enormities fhe would have perfuaded him to. That 
therefore he might not totally deny her, nor, by doing every 
thing which fhe enjoined him appear openly to bean ill man,be 
took fome parts of each of thofe countries away from their 
former governors, and gave them to her. Thus he gave her 
the cities that were within the river Eleutherus, as far as K- 

ypt, excepting Tyre and Sidon, which he knew to have 
aoe tree cities from their anceftors, although fhe preffed him 
very often to beftow thofe on her alfo. 

2. When Cleopatra had obtained thus much, and had ac- 
companied Antony in his expedition to Armenia, as far as Eu- 
phrates, fhe returned back, and came to Apamiaand Damaf- 
cus, and paffed on to Judea, where Herod met her, and farmed 
ot her her parts of Arabia and thofe revenues that came to her 
from the region about Jericho. This country bears that bal- 
fam, which is the moft precious drug that is there, and grows 
there alone. The place bears alfo palm-trees, both many in 
number, and thofe excellent in their kind. When fhe was 
there, and was very often with Herod, {fhe endeavoured to 
have criminal converfafion with the king : Nor did the affeét 
fecrecy in the indulgence of fuch fort of pleafures; and per- 
haps fhe had in fome meafure a paflion ot loveto him, or rath- 
er, what is molt probable, fhe laid a treacherous {nare tor him, 
by aiming to obtain fuch adulterous converfation from him : 

jowever, upon the whole, fhe feemed overcome with love to 
him. Now Herod had a great while borne no good will to 
Cleopatra, as knowing that fhe was a woman irkfome to all ; 
and at that time he thought her particularly worthy of his hat- 


red, if this attempt proceeded out of luff: He had alfo tho’t | 


of preventing her intrigues, by putting her to death, if fuch 
were her endeavours. However, he refufed to comply with 
her propofais, and called a counfel of his friends to confult 
with them, “ Whether he fhould not kill her, now he had her 
in his power? For that he fhould thereby deliver all thofe 
from a multitude of evilsto whom fhe was already become 


irkfome, and was expeéted to be ftill fo for the time to come; - 


and that this very thing would be much for the advantage of 
Antony himfelf, fince fhe would certainly not be faithful to 

im, in cafe any fuch feafon or neceflity fhould come upon 
him as that he fhould fland in need of her fidelity.” But when 
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he thought to follow this advice, his friends would not let 
him ; and told him, That “ inthe firft place, it was not right 
to attempt fo great a thing, and run himfelf thereby into the 
utmoft danger: And they laid hard at him, and begged of 
him to undertake nothing rafhly for that Antony would nev~ 
er bear it, no not though any one fhould evidently lay before 
his eyes that it was for his own advantage ; and that the ap- 
pearance of depriving him of her converfation by this violent 
and treacherous method, would probably fet his affeétions 
more on a flamethan before. Nor did it appear that he could 
offer any thing of tolerable weight in his detence, this attempt 
being againft luch a woman as was of the higheft dignity of 
any of her fex at that time in the world: And as to any ad- 
vantage to be expeéted from fuch an undertaking, if any fach 
could be fuppofed in this cafe, it would appear to deferve 
condemnation, on account of the infolence he muft take upon 
him in doing tt. Which confiderations made it very plain 
that in fo doing he would find his government filled with nauf- 
chiefs, both great and Jafting, both to himfelf and his pofter:- 
ty, whereas it was {till in his power to rejeét that wickednefs 
fhe would perfuade him to, and to come off honourably at 
the fame time.” So by thus affrighting Herod, and reprefent- 
ing to him the hazard he muft in all probability, run by this 
undertaking. they reftrained him from it. So he treated Cle- 
opatra kindly, and made her prefents, and conduéted her on 
her way to Egypt. 

2. But Antony fubdued Armenia, and fent Artabazes, the 
fon of Tigranes, in bonds with his children and procurators, 
to Egypt, and made a prefent of them, and of all the royal 
ornaments which he had taken out of that kingdom, to Cleo- 
patra. And Artaxias, theeldeft of his fons, who had efcaped 
at that time, took the kingdom of Armenia; who yet was e- 
jefted by Archelaus and Nero Czfar, whenthey reftored Ti- 
granes his younger brotherto that kingdom: But this hap- 
pened a good while afterward. 

4. But then, as to the tributes which Herod was to pay Cle- 
opatra for that country which Antony had given her, he aéted 
fairly with her, as deeming it’ not fate for him to afford any 
caufe for Cleopatra to hate him. As for the king of Arabia, 
whofe tribute Herod had undertaken to pay her, tor fome time 
indeed he paid him as much as came to two hundred talents, 
but he afterwards became very niggardly, and flow in his pay- 
ments, and could hardly be brought to pay fome parts of tt, 
and was not willing to pay even them without fome deduc. 
tion. 
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CHAP. V. 


How Herod made War with the King of Arabia, and after they 
hud Fought many Battles, at length Conquered him, and was 
chofen by the Arabs to be Governor of that Nation: As alfo 
concerning a great Earthquake. 


§ 1. HEREUPON Herod held himfelt ready to go againit 
the king of Arabia, becaufe of his ingratitude to 
him, and becaufe. after all, he would do nothing that was juft 
to him, although Herod made the Roman war an occafion of 
delaying his own, for the battle at Actium was now expeéted, 
which fell tnto the hundred eighty and feventh olympiad, 
where Czfar and Antony were to fight for the fupreme pow- 
er of the world; but Herod having enjoyed a country that 
was very fruitful, and that now for a long time, and having 
received great taxes, and raifed great armies therewith, got 
together a body of men, and carefully furnifhed them with 
all necedaries, and defigned them as auxiliaries for Antony ς 
But Antony faid, he had no want of his aff:ftance ; but he 
commanded him to punihh the king of Arabia; for he had heard 
both from him, and trom Cleopatra, how perfidious he was ; 
for this was what Cleopatra defired, who thought it for her 
own advantage, that thefe two kings fhould do one another as 
teat mifchief as poffible. Upon this meffage from Antony, 
Fierod returned back, but kept his army with him, in order 
to invade Arabia immediately. So when his army of horfe- 
men and footmen was ready, he marched to Diofpolis, whith- 
er the Arabians came alfo to meet them, for they were not 
unapprifed of this war that wag coming upon them ; and after 
a great battle had been fought, the Jews had the vi€tory : But 
afterward there were gotten together another numerous army 
of the Arabians, at Cana, which are places of Celefyria. Hes 
rod was informed of this beforehand ; fo he came marchin 
againit them with the greateft part of the forces he had ; and 
when he was come near to Cana, he refolved to encamp him- 
felf, and he caft up a bulwark, “hat he might take a proper 
feafon for attacking the enemy ; but as he was giving thole 
orders, the multiude of the ews cried out, that he fhould 
make no delay, but lead them againft the Arabians. They 
went with great fpirit, as believing they were in very good 
order, and thofe efpecially were fo that hgd been in the for- 
mer battle, and had been conquerors, and bad not permitted 
their enemies fo much as to come to aclofe fight with them. 
And when they were fo tumultuous, and fhewed fuch great a- 
lacrity, the king refolved to make ufe of that zeal the multi- 
tude then exhibited ; and when he had affured them he would 
not bebehind hand with them in courage, he led them on, and 
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flood before them all in his armour, all the regiments follow- 
ing him in their feveral ranks: Whereupon a confternation 
fell upon the Arabians ; for when they perceived that the Jews 
were not to be conquered, and were full of fpirit, the greater 
part of them ran away, and avoided fighting, and they had 
been quite deftroyed, had not Athenio tallen upon the Jews 
and diftreffed them, for this man was Cleopatra's general over 
the foldiers fhe had there, and was at enmity with Herod, 
and very wiftfully looked on to fee what the event of the bat- 
tle would be : He had alfo refolved, that in cafe the Arabians 
did any thing that was brave and fuccefsful, he would lie fill, 
but in cafe they were beaten, as itreally happened, he would 
attack the Jews with thofe forces he had of his own, and with 
thofe that the country had gotten together for him: So hc [εἰ] 
upor the Jews unexpectedly, when they were fatigued, and 
thought they had already vanquifhed the enemy, and made a 
great flaughter of them; for asthe Jews had {pent their cour- 
age upon their known enemies, and were about to enjoy them- 
felves in quietnefs after thei: vitory, they were eafily beat- 
en by thefe that attacked them afreth, and in particular re- 
ceived a great lofs in places where the horfes could not be of 
fervice, and which were very. flony, and where thofe that at- 
tacked them were better acquainted with the places than them- 
felves. And whenthe Jews had fuffered this lofs, the Arabi- 
aus raifed their {pirits after their defeat, and returning back a- 
gain, flew thofe that were already putto flight ; and indeed 
all fort of flaughter were now trequent, and of thofe that el- 
caped, a few only returned into the camp. So king Herod, 
when he defpaired of the battle, rode up to them to bring them 
afiiftance, yet did he not come time enough to do them any 
fervice, though he laboured hard to do it, but the [ἐν πὰ 
camp was taken, fo that the Arabians had unexpec¢tedly amo 
lorious fuccefs, having gained that viétory which of them- 
elves they were no way likely to have gained, and flaying ἃ 
great part of the enemy’s army : Whence afterward Herod 
could only aft like a private robber, and make excurfions upon 
many partsot Arabia, and diftrefs them by fudden incurfions, 
while he encamped among the mountains, and avoided by any 
means to cometoa pitched Battle, yet did he greatly harrals 
theenemy by hisaffliduity, and the hard labour he took inthis 
matter. Healfo took great care ot his own forces, and ufed 
all the means he could to reftore his affuirs to their old ftate. 
2. Atthis time it was that the fight happened at A€tium, be- 
tween Ottavius Cefar and Antony, in * the feventh year of the 
reign of Herod; and then it was alfo there was an carthquax¢ 


* The reader is here to take notice, that this /cvent/ year of the reign of Herod, 
and ail the other years of his reign, in Joiephus, are dated from the death of An- 
tigonus, or at the fooneft from the conguch of Antigonus, and the taking of Jeru- 
fatem a few months before, and never from hus firft obtaining the kingdom at Rome 
above three years before, as fone have very weakly and injudicivufly dose. 
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in Judea, fuch an one as had not happened at any other time, 
and which earthquake brought a great deftru€tion upon the 
cattle in that country.’ About ten thoufand men alfo perifbed 
by the fall of houfes ; bot the atmy, which lodged in the field, 
received no damage by this fad accident:. When the Arabi- 
ans were informed of this and when thofe that hated the Jews, 
and pleafed themfelves with aggravating the reports told ther 
of it, they railed their fpirits, as rf therr enemy's country wag 
quite overthrown, ard the men were utterly deftroyed, and 
thought there now remainéd ‘hothing that could oppofe them. 
Accordingly, they took the Jewifh ambafladors, who came tal 
them after all this had happened, to make peace with them, 
and flew them, and came with great alacrity againft their ar- 
my ; bat the fews durft not withftand them, anid were fo caft 
down by the calamities they were under, that they took no 
ἔστε of their affairs, but gave up themfelves to defpair, for 
they had πό hope that they fhould be upon a tevel again with 
them im battles, hor obtain any affiftance elfewhere, while 
their affairs at home weré in fuch great diftrefs atfo. When 
matters were in this condition, the king perfuadéd the com- 
manders by his words, and tried to raife their {prrits which 
were'quite funk ¢ and firft he endeavoured to encourage and. 
embolden fome of the better fort before hand, and then ven- 
tured to make a fpeech to the multitude, which’ he had before 
avoided to do, left he fhould find them ureafy thereat, becaufe 
of the misfortunes which had happened ; fo he madea confol~ 
‘atory fpeech to the maltitade, in the manner following : 

. “ You are not unacquainted, my fellow-foldiers, that we 
have had not long fince, many accidents that have put a ftop 
to what we are about, and it is probable, that even thofe that 
are moft diftinguifhed above others tor their courage, cam hard= 
ly keep up their fpirits in fuch circumftances, but fmce we 
cannot avoid fighting, and nothing that hath happened is ot 
fuch a nature but it may by yourfelves be recovered into 2 

ood fate and’ this by one brave attion only, well performed, 
i have propofed to my felf both to give you fome encourage- 
ment, and, at the fame time fome intormation, both which parts 
of my defign, will tend to this point, that you may ftiil con- 
tinue in your own proper fortitade. FE will then, in the firft 
place, demonftrate to you, that this war is ἃ jaft one on our 
fide, and that on this account it is a war of neceflity, and ac- 
cafioned by the injuftice of our adverfaries, for if you beonce 
fatisfied of this, it will be a real canfe οἱ alacrity to you, after 
which I will tarther demonttrate, that the misfortunes we are 
under are ef no great confequence, and that we have the great. 
éft reafon to hope for victory. 1 fhall begin with the firft, and: 
appeal to yourfelves as witneffes to what I thall fay. You are 
not ignorant certainly of the wickednefs ot the Arabians, 
Which is to that degree as to appear incredible to all othermen 
and to include fomewhat that fhews the groffeft barbarity am 
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ignorance of God. Their chief things wherein they have 
affronted us, have arifen from covetoufnefs and envy, and 
they have attacked us in an infidious manner, and on the [ud- 
den. And what occafion is there for me to mention many 1n- 
{lances of fuch their procedure ? When they were in danger 
δ lofing their own government of themfelves, and of being 
flaves to Cleopatra, what others were they that freed them 
from that fear ἢ For.it was the friendfhip 1 had with Antony, 
and the kind difpofition he was jn towards us, that hath been 
the occafion that even thefe Arabians have not been utterly 
undone, Antony being unwilling to undertake any thing which 
might be fufpeéted by ys of unkindnefs : But when he had ἃ 
mind to θείου fome parts of each of our dominions on Cleo- 
patra, I alfo managed that matter fo, that by giving: him pref- 
ents of my own, | might obtain a fecurity to both nations, 
while I undertook my felf to anfwer for. the money, and gave 
him two hundred talents, and became [arety for thofe two 
hundred more which were impofed wpon the land that was 
. fubje& to this tribute: And this they have defrauded us of. 
although it was not réafonable that Tews fhould pay tribute to 
any man living, or allow part of their land to be taxable ; but 
although that was to be, yet ought we not to pay tribute tor 
thefe Arabians, whom we have ourfelves preferved ; nor is it 
fit.that they, who have profeffed, and that with great integrity 
and fenfe of our kindnefs, that it is by our means that they 
keep their principality, fhould injure us, and deprive us of 
what is our due, and this while we have been ftiil not their 
enemies but their friends. And whereas obfervation of cov- 
énants takes place among the bittereft enemies, but among 
friends is ablolutely neceffary, this is not obferved among 
thefe men who think gain to be the bef of all things, let it be 
by any means whatfoever, and that injuftice is no-harm, if they 
may but get money by it ; Is it therefore a queftion with you, 
‘Whether the ἀπ] are to be punifhed or not ? When God 
himfelf hath declared his mind that fo it ought to be, and hath 
commanded that we ever fhould hate injuries and mjuftice 
which is not only juft but. neceffary in wars between fevera 
nations ; for thefe Arabians have done what both the Greeks 
.and Barbarians own to be an inftance of the groffeft wicked- 
nels, with regard to our ambafladors, which they have behead- 
ed, while the Greeks deelare that fuch ambaffadors are * facred 
.and inviolable... And for ourfelves we have learned from God 
the moft excellent of our doétrines, and the moft holy part of 
our law by angels, or ambafladors ; for this name brings God 
tc the knowledge of mankind, and is fufficient to reconcile 


* Herod fays here, that as ambaffadors were facred, when they carried meffages to 
" others, fo did the laws of the Jews derive a facred authority by being delivered 
- from God by ange/s for divine ambaffadors] which is St. Paul's ‘expression, about 
th: fame laws, Gal. iii, τὸν Heb. ii, 2. . . 
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enemies one to another. What wickednels then can be great- 
er than the flaughter of ambafladors, who come to treat ahout 
doing what 1s right ? And when fuch have been their aétions, 
how 15 it poffible they can either live fecyrely in common._lite, 
or be fuccefsful in war ? Jn my opinion this 16 impofhble ; 
but perhaps fome will fay that what is holy, and what is right. 
eous is indeed on our fide, but the Arabians are either more 
courageous, Or more numerous than we are. Now as to this, 
in the firft place, it is not fit for us to fay fo, for with whom is: 
what is righteous, with them is God himfelf; now, where God 
is, there is both multitude and courage. But to examine our 
own circumitances a little, we were conquerors in the firft bat- 
tle ; and when we fought again, they were not able to oppofe 
us, but ran. away, and could not endure our attacks, or our 
courage ; but when we had conquered them, then came Athén- 
ion, and made war againft us without declaring it ; and pray, 
is this an inftance of their manhood ? Or isit not a fecond in- 
fiance of their wickednefs and treachery ? Why are we there- 
fore of lefs courage, on account of that which ought to inf{pire 
us with ftronger hopes ? And why are we terrified at thefe, 
who, when they fight upon the level, are continually beaten, 
and when they feem to be conquerors, they gain it by wick- 
ednefs ἡ And if we fuppofe that any one fhould deem them to 
be men of real courage, will not he be excited by that very 
confideration to do his utmoft againft them ? For true valour 
is not fhewn by fighting againft weak perfons, but in being 
able to overcome the moft hardy. But then, if the diftrefles 
we are ourfelves under, and the miferies that have come 
‘by the earthquake, hath affrighted- any one, let bim_ confider 
‘an the firft place, that this very thing will deceive’ the Arabi- 
ans, by their {uppofal that what hath befallen us is greater thau 
it really is. Moreover it is not right that the fame thing that 
‘emboldens them fhould difcourage us ; for thefe men, you fee, 
do not derive their alacrity from any advantageous virtue of 
their own, but from their hope, as to us, that we are quite caft 
down by our mistortunes ; but when we boldly march againift 
‘them, we fhall {oon pull down their infolent conceit of them. 
felves and fhall gain this by attacking them, that they will 
not be fo infolent when we come to the battle, for our diftreff- 
es are not fo great, nor is what hath happened an indication 
of the ‘anger of God againft ‘us, as fome imagine, for fuch 
things are accidental, and adverfities that come in the ulual 
courfe of things ; and if we allow that this was done by the 
will of God, we muft allow that it is now over by his will al- 
_{o. arid that he is fatisfied with what hath already happened, 
for had he been willing to affli& us ftill more thereby he had 
“ποῖ changed his mind ἰο foon. And as for the war we are en- 
gaged in, he hath himfelf demonftrated, that he 1s willing it 
Ἴρου] go on, and that he knows it to be a juft war ; for while 
fome of the people in the country have perifhed, all you who 


396 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. [Book XV, 


“were in arms have fuffered nothing, but are all preferved alive ; 
whereby God makes it plainto us, that if you had univerfally, 
with your children and wives, been in the army, jt had come 
to pais, that you had not undergone any thing that would have 
much hurt you. Confjider thefe things. and, what is more 
than all the reft, that you have God at all times for your pro- 
teétor ; and profecute thefe men with a juft bravery, who, in 
point οἵ friendthip, are-unjuft in their battles, perfidious, to- 
wards ambaffadors impious, and always interior to you in val- 
ur.” ΝΕ _ " 

4. When the Jews heard this f[peech, they were muck raif- 
ed in their minds, and more difpofed to fight than before. Sa 
Herod, when he had * offered the facrifices appointed by the 
law, made hatte, and took them, and led them againft the Ara- 
bians ; and in order to that pafled over orca and pitched 
his camp pear to that of the enemy. He alfo thought fit tq 
feize upon a certain cai{tle that lay in the midftaf them, as 
hoping it would be for his advantage, and would the fooner 
produce a battle, and that if there were occafjon for delay, he 
fhould by it have bis camp fortified ; and as the Arabians had 
the {ame intentions upon that place, a ¢ontell arofe about it ; 
at firft they were but fkirmifhes, after which there came more 
foldiers, and it proved a fort of fight, and fome fell on both 
fides, till thofe ot the Arabian fide were beaten, and retreated. 
This was no {ma]! encouragement to the Jews immediately ; 
and when Herod obferyed that the enemies army were difpof- 
ed to any thing rather than to come to an engagement, he ven- 
tured boldly to attempt the bulwark itfelf, and to pull it to 
pieces, and fu to get nearer to their camp, in order to fight 
them ; for when they were forced out of their trenches, they 
went outin diforder, and had not the Jeaft alacrity, or hope 
of victory ; yet did they fight hand to hand, becaufe they were 
more in number than the jews and becaufe they wercin fuch 
a difpofition of war that they were under a neceffity of com- 
ing on boldly ; fo they came to a terrible battle, while nota 
few fell on each fide. However, at length the Arabians fled ; 
and fo great a flaughter was made upon their being routed, 
that they were not only killed by their enemies, but became 
the authors of ‘their own deaths allo, and were trodden down 
by the multitude, and th¢ great current ot people in diforder, 


* This piece of religion, the fupplicating God with facrifices, by Herod, before 
he went to this fight with the Arabians, taken notice of alfo inthe fir book OF 
the War, ch. xix. § 5. vol. III. is worth remarking, becaule it is the only example 
of this nature, fo far as I remember, that Jofephus ever mentions in ail his large 
and particular accounts of this Herod : And it was when he bad been in mighty 
diftrels, and difcouraged by a great defeat of his former army, and by a very great 
earthquake in Judea, uch times of affliion making meo mof religious: Nor was 
he difappointed of his hupes here, but immediately gained a moit fignal viory 
over the Arabians, while they who juft before had been fo great vidtors, and fo 
much elevated upon the earthquake in Judea as to yentureto flay the Jewith ame 
patledors, were now wader a fhrange conftemation, and hardly able to Sght at all. 
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and were deftroyed by their own armour; fo five thaufand 
men lay dead upon the fpot, while the reft of the multitude 
foan ran within the bulwark [tor fatety |, but had no firm hope 
ot fafety, by reafon of their want of neceffaries, and eipecially 
of water, The Jews purfued them ; but could not get in with 
them but fat round about the bulwark, and watchéd’any af- 
fiftance that would get in to them, and preyented any there, 
that had a mind to it, from running away. | -_ ) 

5. When the Arabians were in thele circumftances, they 
fent ambaffadors tq Herod, in the firft place to propofe terms 
of accommodation. and after that to offer him, fo prefling was: 
their τ upon them, to undergo whatloever he pleated, if 
he would free them trom their prefent diftrefa ; but he would 
admit of no ambaffadors, of no price αἵ redemption, nor of any 
other moderate terms whatever, being very defirous to revenge 
thole unjuft a€tions which they had been guilty of towards 
his nation. Sothey were neceffjtated by other motives, and 
particularly by their thirft to come put, and deliver themfelves 
up to him, to be carried away captives; and in five days 
time, the number of tour thoufand were taken prifoners, while 
all the reft refolved τὰ make a fally upon their enemies, and 
to fight it out with them, choofing rather, if fo it mult be, to 
die therein, than to perifh gradually and inglorioufly. When 
they had taken this refolution, they came out of their trench- 
es, but could no way fuftain the fight, being too much difabled, 
both in mind and body, and having not room to exert them- 
{elves, and thought it an advantage to be killed, and a mifery 
tu furvive; fo at the firft onfet there fell about feven thoufand . 
of them, after which ftrake they let all the courage they had 
put on betore fall, and ftood amazed at Herod's warlike {pirit 
under his own calamities ; fo tor the future, they yielded, and 
made him ruler, ot their nation; whereupon he was greatly 
elevated at fo feafonable a fuccefs, and returned home, taking 
great authority upon him, on account of fo bold and glorious. 
an expedition as he had made. " 


CHAP. VE 


How Herod flew Ifyrcanus, and then hafted away to Cefar, and 
obtained the Kingdom from him alfo; and how, a tittle time 
afterward he entertained Cefar in a meft honourable manner. 


4 1. HEROD’: other affairs were now very profperous ; 

and he was not to be eafily affaulted on any fide. 
Yet did there come upon him a danger that would hazard his 
entire dominions, after Antony had been beaten at the battle 
ot Aftium by Cefar [O€tavian] ; tor at that time both Her- 
od’s enemies and triends defpaired of his affairs, for it was 
not probable that he would remain without punilhment who 
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had thewed fo much friendhhip for Antqny. Sait happened 
that his friends defpaired and had no hopes οἱ his efcape, but 
for his enemies, they all outwardly appeared to be troubled at 
his cafe, but were privately very glad of it, ag hoping to ob- 
tain a change tor the better. Astor Herod himfelf, he faw 
that there was no one of royal dignity left but Hyrcanus, and 
therefore he thought it would be for his advantage not to fuf- 
fer him to be an obftacle in his way any longer; for that in 
cafe he himfe]! {urvived, and efcaped the danger he was in, he 
thought it the fafeft way to put it out of the power of fuch a 
ynan to make any attempt againft him, at fuch juaéures of 
affairs, 28 was more worthy of the kingdom than himfelf ; 
find in cafe he fhould be Main by Cefar, his envy prompted 
pin to defire to flay him that would otherwife be king aftey 
im. 
2. While Herod had thefe things in his mind, there was a 
certain occafion afforded him ; for Hyrcanus was of fo mild a 
temper, both then and at othertimes, that he defired not to 
meddle with public affairs, nor to concern himfelf with iano- 
vations, but left all to fortune, and contented himfelt with 
_what that afforded him: But Alexandra [his daughter] was a 
lover of ftrife, and was exceeding defirous of a change of the 
government, and fpake to her father not to bear forever Her- - 
od’s injurious treatment of their family, but to anticipate their 
future hopes, as he fafely might; and defired him to write a- 
bout thefe matters to Malchus, who was then governor of 
Arabia, to receive them, and to fecure them [from Herod ], for 
that if they went away, and Herod’s affairs proved to be, as 
it was likely they would be, by reafon of Cefar’s enmity to 
him, they fhaquld then be the only perfons that could take the 
government, and this, both on account of the royal family 
- they were of, and on account of the goad difpofition of the 
multitude tothem. While fhe ufed thefe perfuahons, Hyr- 
canus put off her fuit ; but as fhe fhewed that fhe was a wo- 
man and a contentious woman too, and would not defift either 
night or day, but would always be {peaking to him about thefe 
matters. and about Herod’s treacherous defigns, the at laft 
prevailed with him to intru@ Dofitheus, one οἱ his friends, 
with a letter, wherein his refolution was declared ; and he 
defired the Arabian governar to fend to him fome haorfemen, 
who thould receive him and conduét him to the lake Afphal- 
tites, which is from the bounds ot Jerufalem three hundred 
furlongs: And he did therefore truit Dofitheus with this let- 
ter becaufe he was a careful attendant on him, and og Alex- 
andra, and had no {mall occafions to bear ill-will to Herod ; 
for he was a kinfman of one Jofeph wham he had flain, and a 
brother οἵ thafe that were formerly {lain at Tyre by Antony: 
Yet could not thefe motives induge Dofitheus to ferve Hyrca- 
nus in this affair, for preferring the hopes he had from the 
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fetter. So he took his kindnefs in good part, ahd bid him 
befides do what he had already'done, that ts, go on in ferving 
him, by rolling up the epiftle and fealing it again, and deliv- 
ering it to Malchus, and then to bring back his letter in an- 
fwer to it, for it would be much better if he could know 
Malchus’s intentions alfo. And when Dofifheus was very 
ready to ferve him in this point alfo, the Arabian gover- 
nor retorned back for anfwer, that he would receive Hyr- 
‘eanus, and all that {hould come with him, and even all the 
Jews that were of his party : That he would moreover, fend 
otces {ufficient to fecure them in their journey, and that he 
fhould be in no want of any thing he fhould defire. Now as 
foon as Herod had received this letter, he itnmediately fent 
fot Hyrcanus, and queftioned him about the league he had 
made with Malchus : And when he denied it, he fhewed his 
fetter to the Sanhedrim, and put the man to death immediately. 

4. And this account we give the reader, as it 1s contained in 
the commentaries of king Herod: But other hiftorians do not 
agree with them; for they fuppofe that Herod did ne. find, but 
Father make this an occafion for thus putting him to death, and 
that by treacheronfly laying a [πᾶτε for him ; for thus do they 
write : Fhat Herod and he were once at a treat, and that Her- 
od had given no occafion to fufpe& [that he was difpleafed at 
him ], but put this queftionto Hyreanus, Whether he had re- 
cerved any letters from Malchus δ΄ And when he aniwered, 
that he had received letters, but thofe of falutation only ; and 
when he afked farther, whether he had not received any pre- 
fents from him ? And when he had replied, that Ite had re- 
ceived no more than four horfes to ride on, whith Malchus 
had fent him; and they pretend that Herod charged thefé up- 
on him as the crimes of bribery and treafon, and gave order 
‘that he fhould be led away and flain. And in order todemon- 
ftrate that he had been guilty of no offence, when he was 
‘thus brought to his end, they alleged how mild his temper had 
been, and that even in his youth he‘had never given any de- 
monftration of boldnefs or rafhnefs, and that the cafe was the 
fame when he'catne to be king, but that he even then commit- 
ted the management of the greateft part of public affairs to An- 
tipater ; and that he was now above fourfcore years old, anu 
knew that Herod's government was in a fecure ftate. -He alfo 
came over Euphrates, and left thofe who greatly honoured him 
beyond that river, though he were to be entirely under, Her- 
-od’s government, and that it was ἃ moft incredible thing that 
he fhouldenterprife any thing by way of innovation, and not 
at all agreeable to his temper, but that this was a plot of Herod’s 
own contrivance. 

4. And this was the fate of Hyrcanus ; and thus did he end 
his life, after he had endured various and manitold turns of 
fortune in his lifetime : For he was made high-prie@ of the Jew- 
ἨΔ nation in the beginning of his mother Alexandra’s reign, who 
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held the government nine ycars : and when, after his mother’s 
death, he took the kingdom himlelf, and held it three months, 
he loft.it by the means of his brother Ariftobulus. He was 
then reftored by Pompey, and received all forts of honour ~ 
from him, and enjoyed them forty years; but when he was a- 
gain deprived by Antigonus, and was maimed in his body, he 
was made a captive by the Parthians, and thence returned home 
again after fometime, on account of the hopes that Herod had 
given him ; none of which came to pafs according to hit ex- 
peflation, but he flill confli€&ted with many misfortunes thro’ 
the whole courfe of his lite ; and what was the heavieft calam- 
ity of all, as we have related already, he came to an end which 
was undeferved by him. His charafer appeared to be that of a 
man.of a mild and moderate difpofition, and fuffered the admin- 
utration of affairs to be generally done by others under him. 
He was averfe to much meddling with the public, nor had 
fhrewdnefs enough to govern a kingdom: And both Antipa- 
ferand Herod came to their greatnefs by realon of his mild- 
πεῖς, and at Jaft he met with fuch an end trom them as was not 
agreeable either to juftice or piety. 
_ §. Now Herod, as foon as he had put Hyrcanus out of the 
way, made hafle to. Czfar ; and becaufe he could not have any 
hopes οἱ kindnefs from him, on account of the friendfhip he 
had for Antony, he had a fufpicion of Alexandra, left the 
fhould take this opportunity to bring the multitude tu a revolt, 
‘and introduce a fedition into the affairs of the kingdom ; fo be 
committed the care of every thing to his brother Pheroras, and 
placed his mother Cypros, and his fifter | Salome, | and the 
whole-family at Maffada, and gave him a charge, that if he 
fhould hear any fad news about him, he fhould take care of the 
government: But as to Mariamne his wile, becaufe of the 
mifunderflanding between her and his fifter, and his fifter’s 
mother, which made it impoffible fotthem to live together, he 
placed her at Alexandrium, with Alexandra her mother, and 
lett his treafurer Jofeph and Sohemus οἱ Iturea, to take care of 
that fortrefs. Thefe two had been very faithtul to him from the 
beginning, and were now Jeft as aguard to the women. They 
allo had itin charge, that it they {hould hear any mifchiet had 
' befallen him, they fhould kill them both, and, as far as they were 
able, to preferve the kingdom tor his fons, and for his brother 
heroras. 
6. When he had given them this charge, he made hafte to 
Rhodes, to meet Czlar; and when he had failed to that city, he 
took off his aiadem, but remitted nothing elfe of his ufual dignt- 
ty : And when, upon his meeting him, he defired that he would 
let him fpeak to him, he therein exhibited a much more noble 
{pecimen of a great foul. for he did not betake himfelt to fup- 
_plications, as men ufually do upon fuch occafions. nor offered 
.. him any petition,as if he werean offender, butafteran undaunted 
«Manner, gave an account of what he had done; for he fpake thus 
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to Czfar, That ‘* he had the greateft triendfhip for Antony, 
and did everything he could that he might attain the govern- 
ment: That he was not indeed in the army with him, be- 
caufe the Arabians had diverted him, but that-he had fent 
him both money and corn, which was but too little in com- 
parifon of what he ought to have done for him ; for, if a man 
owns himfelf to be another’s friend, and knows him to be a 
benefaétor, he i$ obliged to hazard every thing, to ufe every 
faculty of his foul, every member of His body, and all the 
wealth he hath, for him, in which I corfefs I have been too 
deficient. However, 1 am confcious to myfelf, that fo far I 
have done right, that I have not deferted him upon his defeat 
at A€tium : Nor upon the evident change of his fortune have 
I transterred my hopes from him to another, but have pre- 
ferved myfelt, though not as a valuable fellow foldier, yet 
certainly as a faithful counfellor to Antony, when I demon- 
trated to him that the only way that he had to fave himfelft, 
and not to lofe all his authority, was to flay Cleopatra ; tor 
when the was once dead, there would be room for him to re- 
tain his authority, and rather to bring thee to make a compo. 
fition with him, than to continte at.enmity any longer: None 
of which advices would he attend to, but preferred his own 
jalh refolutions ,before them, which have happened, unpro- 
Htably for him, but profitably forthee. Now, .therefore, in 
cafe thou determineft about me, and my alacrity in ferving 
Antony, according to thy anger at him, I own there is no 
room for me to deny what I have done, gor will 1 be afhamed 
re own, and that publicly too, that I had a great kindnefs for 
im: But if thou wilt put him out of the cafe, and only ex 
amine how I behave myfelf to my beneta@ors in general, an 
what a fort of friend I am, thou wilt find by experience that 
we fhall do dnd be the fame to thy felf, for it is but changin 
the names, and the ‘firmnefs of rieidthip that we thall be 
to thee, will not be difapproved by thee.” | 
4. By this {peech, an 


| nd by his behavour, which fhewed Cx- 
far the franknefs of his mind, he greatly gained upon hity, 
who was himfelf of a generous and magnificent temper, in- 
fomuch that thofe very aétions, which were the foundation o€ 
ihe accufation againft him, procured him Cefar’s good will. 
ficcordin ly, he reftored him his. diadem ; and encotraged 

im to exhibit himfelf as great a friend to himfelf as he had 
been to Antony, and then had him in great εἴδεα. Moreo- 
ver, he added this, that Quintus Didtus had written to him, 
that Herod had very readily aflifted him in the affair of the 
gladiators. So when he had obtained fucha kind reception, 
and had, beyond all his hopes, procured his crown to be more 
entirely and firmly fettled upon him than ever, by Czfar’s 
donation, as well as by that decree of the Romans, which Cz- 
far took caré to procure for his greater fecurity, he condu&ed 
Cafar on bis Way to Eeypt, an made prefents, even beyond 

OL. 22, 
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his ability, to both him and his frtends, and in general behav- 
ed himfelt with great magnanimity. He alfo delired that C2- 
far would not put to death one Alexander, who had been a 
companion of Antony’s ; but Czfar had fworn to put him to 
death, and fo he could not obtain that his petition. And now 
he retarned to Judea agairr with greater honour and affurance 
than eVer, and affrighted thofe that had expeétations to the 
contrary, as ftill acquiring from his very dangers greater 
fplendor than before, by.the favour of God to him. So he 
prepared for the reception of Cafar, as he was going out of 
ria to invade Egypt ; and when he came, he entertained 
him at Ptolemais with all royal magnificenee. He alfo be- 
ftowed prefents on the army, and brought them provifions in 
abundance. He allo proved to be one of Czfar’s moft cor- 
dial friends, and put the army. in array, and rode along with 
Cefar, and had an hundred and fifty men, well appointed in 
all refpetts, after a rich and fumptuous manner, for the better 
reception οὗ him and his triends. He alfo provided them 
with what they fhould want, as they paffed over the dry de- 
fert, infomuch that they lacked neither wine nor water, which 
lat the foldiers ftood in the preatett need of ; and befides, he 
refented Czlar with eight hundred talents, and procured to 
imfelf the good will of them all, becaule he was affifting them 
in amuch greater and more {plendid degree than the kingdom 
he had obtained could afford, by which means he more and more 
demonftrated to Czfar the firmnefs of his friendthip, and his 
_ readinefs to affift him ; and what was of the greateft advantage 
to him was this, that his liberality came at a feafonable time 
alfo : And when they returned again out of Egypt, his affift- 
ances were no way interior to the good offices he had former- 
ἦγ done them. . 


‘CHAP. VII. ‘ 


How Herod flew Sohemzs, and Mariamne, and afterward A¥- 
exandra, and Coflobarus. and his moft intimate Friends, and! 
at laft the fons of Baba alfo. _ | 


§ 1. HOWEVER, when he came into his kingdom again, 
he found his houfe all in diforder, and his wife Ma- 
riamne and her mother Alexandra very uneafy ; for, as they 
fuppofed, what was eafy to be fuppofed, that they were not 
put into that fortrefs { Alexandrium ] for the fecurity of their 
perfons, but as into a garrifon for their imprifonment, and that 
they had no power over any thing either of others or of their ~ 
own affairs, they were very uneafy ; and Mariamne fuppofing 
that the king’s love to her was but hy pocriticaly, and rather 
pretended, as advantageous to himfelf, as real. fhe looked upon 
stasfallacious, She alfo was grieved that he would not allow 
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her any hopes of furviving him, if he fhould come to any 
harm himfelt. She alfo recolle@ed what commands he had 
formerly given to Jofeph, infomuch that fhe endeavoured to 
pleafe her keepers, and elpecially Sohemus, as well apprifed 
ow all was in his power. And at the firft Sohemus was faith- 
ful to Herod, and negleéted none of the things he had given 
him in charge ; but ‘when the women, by kind words and 
liberal prefents, had gained his affeQions over to them he was 
by degrees overcome, and at length difcovered to them all the 
king’s injun@ions, and this on that account principally, that 
he did not fo much as hope he would come back with the fame 
authority he had before, fo that he thought he fhould both ef- 
cape any danger from him, and fuppofed that he did hereby 
much gratify the women, who were likely not to be over- 
looked in the fettling of the government, nay, that they would 
be able to make him abundant recompence, fince they muft 
either reign themfelves, or be very near to him that fhould ~ 
reign. e had a farther ground of hope alfo, that though 
Herod fhould have all the fu: cefs he could with for, and fhould 
return again, he could not contradiét his wife in what he de- 
fired, for he knew that the king’s fondnefs for his wife was 
inexpreflible. Thefe were the motives that drew Sohemus to 
difcover what injunétions had been given him. So Mariam- 
ne was greatly difpleafed to hear that there was no end of the 
dangers fhe was under from Herod, and was greatly uneafy, 
at it, and wifhed that he might obtain no favours [trom Ca. 
far,] and efteemed it almoft an infurportable tafk, to live 
with him any longer: And this the afterward openly declared, 
without corcealing her refentment. 

2. And now Herod failed home with joy, at the unexpett- 
ed good fuccefs he had had ; and went firft of all as was prop- . 
er, to this his wife, and told her, and her only, the good news, 
as preferring her before the reft, on account of his fondnefs 
for her, ahd the: intimacy there had been between them, and 
faluted her ; but fo it happened, that as he told her of the good 
fuccefs he had had, the was fo far from rejoicing at it, that fhe 
rather was forry for it ; nor was fhe able to conceal her refert. | 
ments, but depending on her dignity, and the nobility of her 
birth, in return for his falutations, fhe gave a groan, and de- 
clared evidently that fhe rather grieved than rejoiced at his 
fuccefs, and this till Herod was difturbed at her, as afforcin 
him; not only marks of her fufpicion, but evident figns o 
her diffatisfattion, This much troubled him, to fee that this 
furprifing hatred of his wife to him was not concealed, but 
_ open ; and he took this fo ill, and yet was fo unable to bearit, 
on account of the fondnefs he had tor her, that he could not 
continue long in any one mind, but fometimes was angry at 
her, and fometimes reconciled himfelf to her, but by always 
changing one paffion for another, he was ftill in great uncer-. 
tainty, and thus was he entangled between hatred and love, 
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and was frequently difpofed to infli€& punifhment on her for 
her infolence towards him, ‘but being deeply in love with her 
in his foul, he was not able to get quit of this woman. In 
fhort, as he would gladly have her pynithed, fo was he atraid 
[εἴ ere he were aware, he fhoyld, by Putting her to death, 
bring an heavier punifhment upon himfelt ‘at the fame time. Ὁ 
3- When Herod's fifter and mother perceived that he was in 
this temper with regard to Mariamne, they thought they had 
now got an excellent opportunity to exercife their hatred a- 
ainft her, and provoked Herod to wrath by telling him fuch 
long ftories and calumnies abqut her, as might at once excite 
his hatred and his jealoufy. Now, though he willingly e- 
nough heard their words, yet had not he courage enough to 
do any thing to her, as it he believed them, but ftill he be- 
came worfe and worfe difpofed to her, and thefe ill pafions 
were more and more inflamed on both fides, while fhe did not 
hide her difpofition towards him,and he turned his love to her 
into wrath againft her. But when he was juft going to put 
this matter paft all remedy, he heard the newg that Cafar was 
the vitor in the war, and that Antony and Cleopatra were 
both dead, and that he had conquered Egypt, whereupon he 
made hafte to go to meet Celar, and left the affairs of his tam- 
ily in their prefent flate. However, Mariamne recommend- 
ed Sohemus to him. as he was fetting out on his journey, and 
profeffed that fhe owed him thanks for the care he had taken 
of her, and afked of the king for him a place in the govern- 
ment ; upon which an honourable employ ment was beftowed 
upon him accordingly. ‘Now, when Herod was come int 
Egypt, he was introduced to Cafar with great freedom, as al- 
ready a friend ot his, and received very great tavours trom 
him ; for he made him a prefent of thofe our hundred Gala- 
tians who had been Cleopatra's guards and reftored that coun- 
try to him again, which, by her means, had been taken away 
from him. He alfo added to his kingdom, Gadara, Hippos, 
and Samaria ; and, befides thofe, the maritime cities, Gaza, 
and Anthédon, and Joppa, and Strato’s Tower, ~ = _ 
" 4 Upon thefe new acquifitions, he grew more magnificent, 
and condu&ted Czfar as {ar as Antioch ; but upon his return, 
as much as his profperity was augmented by the foreign ad- 
ditions that had been made him, fo much the greater were the 
diftreffes that came ypon him in his own family, and 
chiefly, in the affair of his wife, where he formerly ap- 
ed to have been moft of all fortunate ; for the alfeftion he 
for Mariamne was no way inferior to the affeftions of 
fuch as are on that account celebrated in hiftory, and this very 
juftly. As tor her, fhe was in other re{peéts a chafte woman, 
and faithtul to him, yet had fhe fomewhat of a woman, rough 
by nature, and treated her hufband imperioufly enough, be- 
eaufe the faw he was fo fond of ‘her astobe enflaved to her. She 
aid notalfo confider feafonably with herfelf that fhelived undera 
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monarchy, and that fhe was at another’s difpofal, and accord- 
ingly . would behave herfelf after a faucy manner to him, 
whichfyet he ufually put off in a defing way, and bore with 
moderation and good temper. She would alfo expofe his 
mother and his fiffer openly, on account of the meannefs of 
their birth, and would {peak unkindly of them, infomuch, that 
there was before this a difagreement and unpardonable hatred 
among the women, and it was now come to greater reproaches 
of one another than formerly, .which fufpicions increafed, and 
lafted a whole year after Herod returned from Cefar. How- 
ever, thefe misfortunes, which had been kept ‘under fome de- 
cency for a great while, burft out all at once upon fuch an 
occafion as was now offered; as the king was one day about 
noon lain down on his bed to reft him, lie called for Mariam- 
ne, out of the great affeGtion be had always for her. She 
came in accordingly, but would not lie down by him: And 
when he was very defirous of her company, fhe fhewed her 
contempt of him ; and added by way of reproach, that he had 
canfed * her father and her brother to be flain. And when he 
took this injury very unkindly, and was ready to ule violence 
to her, in a precipitate manner, the king’s lifter Salome obferv- 
ing that he was more than ordinarily difturbed fert in to the 

ing his cup bearer who had been prepared long before-hand 
for.{uch a defign, and bid him tell the king, how Mariamne 
had perfuaded him to give his afliftance in preparing a love 
potion tor him. And tt he appear to be greatly concerned, 
and to afk what that love potion was ? to tell him, that fhe had 
the potion, and that he was defired only to give it him: But 
that in cafe he did not appear to be much concerned at this 
potion,to let the thing drop,and that it he did fo, noharm fhould 

hereby come to him. When hhe had given him thefe inftruc- 
tions, the fent him in at this time to make fuch a fpeech. So 
he went in. after a compofed manner, to gain credit to what 
he thould fay, and yet fomewhat haftily, and faid, that “ Mar- 
ijamne had given him prefenta, ‘and perfuaded him to give him 
a love potion.” And when this moved the king, he faid, that 
** this love potion was a compofition that fhe had. given him, 
whofe effeéts he did not know, which was the reafon of his re. 
. folvingto give him this intormation,as the fafeft courfe he could 
take, both for himfelt and for the king.” When Herod heard 
what he faid, and was in an ill difpofition before, his indigna- 
tion grew more violent ; and he ordered that eunuch of Mar- 
zamne’s who was moft faithful to her, to be brought to torture 
about this potion, as well knowing it was not poilible that any 


* Whereas Mariamne is here reprefented as reprosching Herod with the mor. 
der of her father [ Alexander, ] as well as her brother [Ariftobulus,} while it was 
er grandfather Hyrcanus, ana not her father Alexander, whom he caufed to be 
Slain, (as Jofephus himfelf informs us, ch. vi. § 2.), we mult either take Zonora’s 
reading, which is here grandfather rightly, orelfe we muft, as before, ch. i. § 1. 
allow ἃ flip of Jofephus’s pen er memory in the place before us. ᾿ 
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thing {mall-or great ceuld be done without him. And when 
the man was under the utmoft agonies, he could fay nothing 
concerning the thing he was tortured about, but fo far he 
knew, that: Mariamne’s hatred againf him was occafioned by 
fomewhat that Sohemus had laid to her. Now, as he was fay- 
ing this, Herod cried out aloud. and (διά, that “" Sohemus, 
who had been at all other times moit faithful to him, and to his 
overnment, would not have betrayed what injunétions he 

ἃ given him, unlefs he had had a nearer converfation than 
ordinary with Marianme.” So he gave order that Sohemus 
fhould be feized on and flain immediately ; but he allowed his 
wite to take her trial : And got together thofe that were moft 
faithful to him, and laid an elaborate accufatien againft her for 
this love potion and compofition, which had been charged up- 
on her by way of calumny only. However, he kept no tem- 
per in what he faid, and was in too great a paflion for judging 
well about this matter, Accordingly, when the court was at 
length fatisfied that he was fo relolved, they paffed the fentence 
of death upon her : But when the fentence was pafled upon 
her, this temper was fuggefted by himfelf, and by fome oth- 
ers of the court, tha@the fhould not be thus haftily put to death, 
but be laid in prifon in one of the fortreffes belonging to the 
kingdom ; but Salome and her party laboured hard to have 
the weman put to death ; and they prevailed with the king to 
do fo, and advifed this out of caution, le# the multitude fhotld 
be tumultuous if fhe were fuffered to live: And thus was 
Mariamne led to execution. 

5. When Alexandra obferved how things went, and that 
thére were {mall hopes that the herfelf fhould efcape the like 
treatment from Herod, fhe changed her behaviour to quite the 
reverfe of what might have been expeéted from her former 
boldnefs, and this atter a very indecent manner ; for out of 
her defire to fhew how entirely ignorant fhe was of the crimes 
Jaid againft Mariamne. fhe leaped out of her place, and re- 
proached her daughter, in the hearing of all people ; and cri- 
ed out, That “ fhe had been an ill woman, and ungrateful to 
her hufband, and that her punifhment came juftly upon her, 
for fuch her infolent behaviour, for that fhe had not made prope 
er returnsto him who had been their common benefattor.” 
And when the had fome time afied after this hy pocritical man- 
ner, and been fo‘outrageous as to tear her hair, this indecent and 
diffembling behaviour,as was to be expected, was greatly con- 
demned by the reft of the {peftators, as it was principally by 


_ the poor woman who was to fuffer; for atthe firft the gave 


her not a word, nor was difcompoled at her peevifhnels. and 
only looked at her, yet did the out ofa reatnefs of fout 
difcover her concern tor her mother’s and efpecially for her 
expofing herfelf in a manner fo unbecoming her ; but as for 
herfelt, the went to her death with an unfhaken firmnefs of 
mind, and without changing the colour of her face, and there- 
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by evidently difeovered the nobility of her defcent to the 
fpe@ators, even in the laf moments of her life. 

6. And thus dieé Mariamne ; a woman of an excellent char- 
after, both tor chaftity, and greatnefs of foul ; but fhe wanted 
moderation, and had too much of contention in her nature 
yet had the all that can be faid inthe beauty ot her body, and 

r majeftic appearance in converfation :: And thence arofe 
the greateft part of the occafions why fhe did not prove fo a« 
grecable to the king. nor live fo pleafantly with him, as fhe 
might otherwife have done ; for while fhe was moft indulgent- 
ly ufed by the king. out of his fondnefs to her, and did not 
expe& that he could do any hard thing to her, fhe took 
too unbounded a libe:ty. Moreover, that which moft affliét« 
ed her was, what he had done to her relations, and fhe ven- 
tured to fpeak of all they had fuffered by htm, anda ἰῇ 

reatly provoked both the king’s mother, and filter, till they 

ecame enemies to her ; and even he himfelt alfo did the 
fame, on whom alone fhe depended for her expe€tations of εἴα 
caping the laf of punifhments. 

4. But when fhe was once dead, the king’s affe€tions for her 
were kindled in amore outrageous manner than before, whofe 
old paffion for her we have already defcribed ; for his love ta. 
her was not of a calm nature, nor fach as we sfually meet 
wth among other hufbands, for at its commencement it was 
eLaa enthufiaftic kind, nor was itby their long cohabrtationand 
free converfation together, breught under his powerto manages 
but at this time hss love to Mariamne feemed to feize himin fuch 
a pecolitar manner, as looked like divine vengeance upon him, 
for the taking away her life, for he would frequently call for her, 
and frequently lament for her, inamoftindecent manner. More. 
over he bethought him of every thinghe could make ufeof todt. 
vert his mind from thinking of her, and contrived feafts, and af- 
femblies, for that purpofe, but nothing would faffice ; he 
therefore laid afide the adminiftration of pubhte affairs, and 
was fo far conquered by his paffion, that he would order his 
fervants to call for Mariamne, as if fhe were ftill alive, and - 
could {till hear them. And when he was in tms way, there 
arofe apeftilential difeafe, and carried off the greateft ‘part 
of the malititude, and of his beft and moft efteemed friends, 
amd made aH men fufpeé that this was brought tpon them by 
the anger of God, for the injufticc that had been done to Ma- 
riamne. This cireumftance affefted the king ftifl more, tilt 
at length he forced himfelftogo into desert places, and there, 
under pretence of going a hunting. bitterly affli&ed bimfelf 5 
yet had he not borne his grief there many days before he fell 
mnto a moft dangerous diftemper himfeltt: He had an inflam. 
mation upon him, anda pain in the hinder part of his head, 
joined with, madnefs ; and for the remedies that were ufed, 
they did him no good at all, but proved contrary to his cafe, 
and fo at length brought him to defpair. All the phy ficians 
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alfo that were about him, partly becaufe the medicines they 
brought for his recovery could not all conquer the difeafe, and 

artly becaufe his diet could be no other than what his difeafe 
Faclined him to, defired him to eat whatever he had a mind to, 
and fo left the {mall hopes they had of his recovery in the pow- 
er of that diet, and committed him to fortune. And thus did 
his diftemper go on, while he was at Samaria, now called Se- 


8. Now Alexandra abode at.this time at Jerufalem, and be- 
ing intormed what condition Herod was in, fhe endeavoured to 
get poffeffion of thefortified places that were aboutthecity, which 
were two, the one belonging to the city itfelf, the other be- 
longing to the temple ; and thofe that could get them into their 
hands had the whole nation under their power, for without the 
command of them it was not poffible to offer their facrifices : 
And to think of leaving off thofefacrifices, is to every jew plain- 
ly impoffible, who are ftill more ready to lofe their lives than 
to leave off that divine. worfhip which. they have been wont 
to pay unto God. Alexandra, therefore, difcourfed with thofe 
that had the keeping of thefe ftrong holds, that it was proper 
for them to deliver the fame to her, and to Herod’s fons, 
left, upon his death, any other perfon fhauld feize, upon the 
-government ; and that upon his recovery none could keep thent 
more fafely for him than thofe of hisown family. Thefe words 
were not by them at all taken in good part ; and as they had been 
in former times faithful [to Herod], they refolved to continue 
fq now more than ever, both becaule they hated Alexandra, 

nd becaufe they thought it a fort of impiety to defpair ot 
Herod's recovery while he was yet alive, for they had been 
his old friends ; and one of them whofe name was Achiadus, 
was his coufingerman. They fent meffengers therefore to ac- 
quaint him with Alexandra’s defign; fo he made no longer 

elay, but gave orders to have her flain; yet was it fill with 
difficulty, and after he had endured great pain, that he got clear 
of his diftemper. Hewas ftill forely affli&ed*both in mind 
and body, and made very uneafy, and readier than ever upon 
all occafionsto infli€& punifhment upon thofe that fell under 
hishand. He alfo flew the moft intimate of his friends, Cof- 
tobarus, and Lyfimachus, and Gadias who was alfo called 
Antspater ; as alfo Dofitheus, and that upon the following oc- 
cafion. | 

9. Coftobarus was an Idumean by birth, and one of princi- 
pal dignity among them, and one whofe anceftors had been 
priefts to the Koze, whom the Idumeans had [formerly] éf- 
teemed as a god; but after Hyrcanus had made a change in 
their political government, and made them receive the Jewifh 
cuftoms and law, Herod made Coftobarus governor of Idu- 
mea and Gaza, and gave him his fifter Salome to wife; and 
this was upon his flaughter of [his uncle] Jofeph, who Βα 
that goveroment before, as we have related already. When 
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Coftobarus had gotten to be fo highly advanced, it pleafed 
him, and was more than he hoped for, and he was mote atid 
more puffed up by his good fuccefs, and in a little while he 
exceéded all bounds, and did not think fit to obey what Her- 
od, as their ruler, commanded him, or that the Idumeans 
fhould make ufe of the Jewith cuftoms, or be fubje& to them. 
He therefore fent to Cleopatra, and .intormed her that the Idu- 
means had been always under his progenitors, and that for the 
fae reafon it was but juft that the fhould defire that country 
for him of Antony; forthat he was ready to transfer his friend- 
fhip to her : And this he did, not becaufe he was better pleaf- 
ed to be under Cleopatra’s government, but becaufe he tho’t 
that, upon the diminution of Herod’s power, it would not be 
difficult for him to obtain himfelf the entire government over 
the Idumeans, and fomewhat more alfo ; for he raifed his 
hopes {till higher, as having no {mall pretences, both by his 
birth, and by thefe riches, which he had gotten by his conftant 
- attention to filthy lucre ; and accordingly it was not a {mall 
matter that he aimed at. So Cleopatra defired this country of 
Antony, but failed of her purpofe. An account of this was 
brought to Herod, who was thereupon ready to kill Coftoba- 
rus, yet, upon the entreaties of his fifter and mother, he forgave 
him, and vouchfafed to pardon him entirely, though he full 
had a fufpicion of him afterward for this his attempt. 
τὸ. But fome time afterward, when Salome happened to 
quarrel with Coftobarus, the * fent hint a bill of divorce, and 
iflolved her marriage with him, though this was not accord- 
ing tothe Jewifh laws ; for with us it 1s lawful for an hufband 
to do fo, but a wife, it fhe departs from ber hufband, cannot 
of herfelf be married to another, unlefs her tormer hufband 
put her away. However, Salome chofe to follow not the law 
of her country, but the law of her authority, and fo renounc- 
ed her wedlock ; and told her brother Herod, that the left her 
hufband out of her good will to him, becaufe the perceived 
that he, with.Antipater and Ly fimachus, and Dofitheus, were 


* Here is a plain example of a Jewifh lady giving a bill of divorce to her buf 
band, though in the days of Jefephus it was not efteemed lawful for a woman fo 
todo, Seethe like among the: Parthians, Antig. B. XVIII. ch. ix. §6. How- 
ever, the Chriltian law, when it allowed divorce for adultery, Matt. v 92. allowed 
the mnoc: nt wile to divorce her guilty husband, as well as the innocent husband to 
divorce his guilty wife, as we learn from the fhepherd of Hermas, Mand. B. IV. 
and from the fecoad apology of Juftin Martyr, where a perfecution was brought 
upon tle Chriftians upon fuch a divorce : And I think the Roman laws permitted 
it at that time, as well as the laws of Chriftianity. Now this Babas, who was one 
of the race of the Afamoneans or Maccabees, as the latter end of this fe€tion informs 
us, is related by the Jews, as Dr. Hudfon here remarks, to have been [0 eminently 
religious in the Jewith way, that, except the day following the 10th of Tifri, the 
great day of atonement, when he {cems to have fuppoled all his fins entirely forgiv~ 
en, he uicd every day of the whele year to offer a facrifice for his Sns of ignorance, 
or fuch as he fuppoied he had been guilty of, but did not diftin&ly remember. 
See fomewhat like it of Agrippa the Great, Antiq. Β, XIX. ch. iii, § 4. vol. 11. 


d Job. i. 4, 5. 
Var. i Cc 
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raifing a fedition againft him: As an evidence whereof, fhe 
alleged the cafe of the fons of Babas, that they had been by 
him preferved alive already for the interval of twelve years ; 
which proved to be true. But when Herod thus unexpeéted- 
ly heard of it, he was greatly furprifed at it, and was the more 
furprifed, becaufe the relation appeared incredible to him. 
As for the taé relating to thefe fons of Babas, Herod had for- 
merly taken great pains to bring them to punithment, as being 
enemies to his government, but they were now forgotten by 
him, on account of the length of time [fince he had ordered 
them to be flain.| Now, the caufe of his ill will and hatred to 
them arofe hence, that while Antigonus was king, Herod, with 
his army, befieged the city ot !erufalem, where the diftrefs 
and miferies which the befieged endured, were fo prefling, 
that the greater number of them invited Herod into the city, 
and already placed their hopes on him. Now, the fons of Ba- 
bas were ot great dignity, and had power among the multitude, 
and were faithful to Antigonus, and were always raifing ca- 
lumnies againft Herod, and encouraged the people to prelerve 
the government to that royal family which held it by inherit- 
ance. Sothefe men acted thus politically, and, as they tho’t, 
for their own advantage ; but when the city was taken, and 
Herod had gotten the government into his hands, and Cofto- 
barus was appointed to hinder men from pafling out at the 
gates, and to guard the city, that thofe citizens that were guil- 
tv, and of the party oppolite to the king, might not get out of 
it, Coftobarus being fenfible that the fons ot Babas were had 
in refpeét and honour by the whole multitude, and fuppofing 
that their prefervation might be of great advantage to him in 
the changes of government afterward, he fet them by them- 
felves, and concealed them in his own farms; and when the 
thing was fufpeted, he affured Herod upon eath that he really 
knew nothing of that matter, and fo overcame the fufpiciens 
that lay upon him ; nay, after that, when the king had pub- 
licly propofed a reward for the difcovery, and had put in 
. praflice all forts of methods for fearching out this matter, he 

would not confefs it, but being perfuaded that when he had at 
firft denied it, if the men were found, he fhould not efcape un- 
punifhed, he was forced to keep them fecret, not only out of 
his good will to them, but out of aneceflary regard to his own 
. prelervation alfo : But when the king knew the thing, by his 

fifter’s information, he fent men to the places where he had: 
the intimation they were concealed, and ordered both them, 
and thofe that were accufed as guilty with them, to be flain, 
. infomuch that there were now none at all left of the kindred of 
Hyrcanus, and the kingdom was entirely in Herod’s own pow- 
er and there was nobody remaining of {uch dignity as could. 
put a flop to what he did againft the Jewifh laws. 
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CHAP. 11. 


How ten Men of the Citizens | of Ferufalem| made a Confpiracya- 
gainft Herod, for the Foreign practices he had introduced, 
which was a Tranfgrefion of the Laws of thar Country. 

Concerning the Building of Sebafle and Cefarea, and other 


Edifices of Hered. 


$1. N this account it was that Herod revolted from the 
faws of his country, and corrupted their ancient 
conftitution, by the introduétion of foreign praftices, which 
conftitutien yet ought to have been preferved inviolable ;-b 
which means we became guilty of great wickednefs alterward, 
while thofe religious obfervances which, ufed to lead the mul- 
titude to piety, were now neglefted : For, in the fir? place, 
he appointed folemn games to be celebrated every fifth year, 
in honour of Cetlar, and burlt a theatre at Jernfalem, as allo a 
very great amphitheatre in the plaim Both of them we in- 
deed coftly works, but oppofite to the Jewilh cuftoms ; for we 
have had nofuch fhows delivered down to us as fit to be ufed or 
exhibited by us; yet did he celebrate thete games every five 
years, in the moft folemn and [plendid manner. He alfo made 
proclamation to the neighbouring countries, and called men 
together kt of every nation. The wrelfllers alfo, and the τοῖς 
οἱ thofe that frove for the,prizes in fuch games, were invited 
out of every land, both by the hopes of the rewards there to 
be beflowed, and by the glory of viétory to be there gained. 
So the principal perfons that were the moft eminent in ‘thefe 
forts of exercifes, were gotten together, for there ‘were very 
reat rewards tor vi€tory pruopofed, not only to thofe that per- 
ormed their exercifes naked, but to thofe that played the mu- 
ficians alfo, and were called Thy melict ; and he {pared no pains 
to induce all] perfons, the mo{t famous for fuch exercifes, to 
come to this conteft tor vitidry. He alfo propofed no {mall 
rewards to thofe who ran for the prizes in chariot races when 
they were drawn by two, or three. or four pairof hories. He 
alfo imitated every thing, though never fo coftly or magnif- 
icent, in other nations, out of an ambition that he might give 
mot public demoniiration of his grandeur. Infcriptions alfo — 
οἵ the great attions of Czfar, and trophies of thole nations 
which he had conquered in his wars, and all made of the pur- 
eft gold and filver, encompaffed the theatre itfelf : Nor was 
there any thing that could be iubfervient to his defign, wheth- 
er it were precious garments, or precious ftones fet in order, 
which was not allo expofed to fight in thefe games. He had 
alfo made a great preparation of wild beafts, and of lions them- 
felves in great abundance, and of fuch other beafls as were 
either of uncommon ftrength, or of fuch a fort as were rarely 
feen, Thefle were prepared either to fight with one another, 
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or that men who were condemned to death, were to fight with 
them. And truly foreigners were greatly furprifed and de- 
lighted at the vaitnefs ot the expences here exhibited, and at 
the great dangers that were here feen ; * but to natural Jews, 
this was no better than a diffolution of thofe cuftoms tor which 
they had fo great a veneration. lt appeared alfo no better than 
an inftance of baretaced impiety, to throw men to wild beafts, 
for the offering delight to the fpeftators ; and it appeared an 
inftance of no lefs impiety, to change their own laws for fuch 
foreign exercifes : But above all the reft, the trophies gave 
moft diftafte to the Jews, tor as they imagined them ta be im- 
ages, included within the armour that hung round about them, 
they were forely difpleafed at them, becaule it was not the cuf- 
tom of their country to pay honours to fuch images. 

2. Nor was Herod unacquainted with the difturbance they 
were under ; and as he thought it unfeafonable to ufe violence 
with them, fo he fpake to fome of them by way of confola- 
tion, and in order to freg them from that fuperftitious fear 
they were under ; yet could not he fatisfy them, but they cri- 
ed out with one accord, out of their great uneafine(s at the af- 
fences they thought he had been guilty of, that although they 
fhould think of bearing all the reft, yet would they never bear 
images of men in their city, meaning the trophies, becaufe this 
was difagreeable to the laws ot their country. ..\g.@ when 
Herod faw them in fuch adiforder, and that they -would not 
eafily change their refolution unlefs they received fatisfa€tion 
in this point, he called to him the moft eminent men among 
them, and brought them upon the theatre, and fhewed them 
the trophies, and afked them. what fort of things they took 
thefe trophies to be ? And when they cried out, that they were 
the images of men, he gave order that they fhould be ftripped 
οἱ thefe outward ornaments which were aboutthem, and fhew- 
ed them the naked pieces of wood, now without any orna- 
ment, became matter of great {pdrt and laughter to them be- 
caufe they had beture always had the ornaments of images 
themfelves in derifion. 

3: When therefore Herod had thus got clear of the multi- 
tude, and had diffipated the vehemency of paflion under which 
they had been, the greate(ft part of the people were difpofed to 
change their conduct, and not to be difpleafed at him any long- 
er ; but ftill fome of them continued in their difpleafure a- 
gainft him, for his introdu@ion of new cuftoms, and efteem- 


4. Thefe grand plays, and fhows, and ¢hyme/ici, or mufic meetings, and chariot 
gaces, when the charinis were drawn by two, three, or four pair of hories, ὅς. in- 
ftituted by Herod in his theatres, were {till, as we {ce here, looked on by the {ober 
Jews as heathenifh fports, and tending to corrupt the manners of the Jewish nation, 
end to bring them to love with Paganish idol atry, and Paganish condu@ of life, 
but to the diffolution of the law of Mofes, and accordingly were greatly and juftly 
condemned by them, as appears here and every where elle in Jofephus. Nor is the 
cafe of our modern maiquerades, plays, operas and the like pomps and vanities of 
this wicked world, of any better tendency under Chriftianity. 
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out of their undaunted courage inthis confpiracy. So they 
were led away toexccution by the king’s guards that ftoed a- 
bout them, and patiently underwent all the torments infli&ted 
on them till they died. Nor wasit long betore that fpy who 
‘had difcovered them, was feized on by fome of the people, 
out of the hatred they bore to him, and was not only flain by 
them, but pulled to pieces limb from limb, and given to the 
dogs. This execution was feen by many of the citizens, yet 
would not one of them difcover the doers of it, till ipon 
Herod’s making a ftri& {crutiny afeer them, by bitter and fe- 
vere tortures, certain women that were tortured conteffed 
what they had feen done: Authors of which faét were fo 
terribly punilhed by the king, that their entire families Were 
deftroyed, for this their rath attempt, yet did not the obftina- 
cy of the people, and that undaunted conftancy they fhewed 
sn the defence of their laws, make Herod any eafier to them, 
but he ftill dtrengthened himfelf alter a more fecure manner, 
and refolved to encompafs the multitude every way, left fuch 
innovations fhould end inan open rebellion. 

. Since, therefore, he had now the city fortified by the 
palace in which he hved, and by the temple which hada 
Strong fortrets by it, called Antonia, and was re-built by him- 
felt, he contrived to make Samaria a fortrefs for himfelt alfo 
againft al] the people, and called it Sebafte, fuppofing that 
this place would be a {trong hold againft the country, not in- 
ferior to the former. Sele fortified that place, which was a 
day’s journey diftant from Jerufalem, and which would be 
ufual to him in common, to keep both the country and the 
city in awe. He alfo built another tortrefs for the whole na- 
tion ; it was of old called Strato’s Tower, but was by him na- 
med Cefarea, Moreover, he chofe out fome fele& horfemen, 
and placed them inthe great plain; and built [tor them} a 
placein Galilee, called Gaba, with Hefebonitis, in Perea. 
And thefe were the places waich he particularly built, while 
he always inventing fomewhat farther for his own fecurity, 
and encompafling the whole nation with guards, that they 
might by no means get from under his power, nor tall into tu- 
mults, which they did continually upon any {mall commo- 
tion; and that if they did make any commotions he might 
know of it wile {ome of his {pies might be upon them from 
the neighbourhood, and might both be able to know what they 
were attempting, and to prevent it. And when he went about 
building the wall of Samaria, he contrived to bring thither 
many ot thofe that had been affifting to him in his wars, and 
many of the people in that neighbourhood alfo, whom he 
made fellow-citizens with the reft. This he did out of an 
ambitious defire of building a temple and out of a defire to 
make the city more eminent than it had been before, but prin- 
cipally becaufe he contrived that it might at once be for his 
own fecurity, and a monument of his magnificence, He also 
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changed its name, and called it Sebafte. Moreover he parted 
the adjoining country, which was excellent in its kind, among 
the inhabitants of Samaria, that they might be in an happy 
condition, upon their firft coming to inhabit. Befides alk 
which, he encompaffed the city with a wall of great ftrength, 
and made ufe of the acclivity of the place for making its tor- 
tifications ftronger ; nor was the compafs of the place made 
now fo fmall as it had been before, but was fuch as rendered it 
not inferior to the moft famous cities ; for it was twenty fur- . 
longs in circumference. Now within, and about the middle 
‘of it he built a faered place, of a Turlong and an half [in cir- 
cuit, | and adorned it with all forts of decorations, and therein 
erefted a temple, which was illuftrious on account of both its: 
largenefs and beauty, And as to the feveral parts of the city, 
he adorned them with decorations of all forts alfo; and as to 
what was neceffary to provide for his own fecurity, he made 
the walls very {trong tor that purpofe, and made it for the 
greatefk part, a citadel ; and as to the. elegance of the build- 
ings, it was taken care-of alfo, that he might leave monu- 
ments of the finenefs of his tafte, and of his beneficence to fu- 
ture ages, : 


CHAP. IX. 


Concerning the Famine that happencdrin Judea and Syna: And 
how Herod, after he had Married another Wife, rebuilt Ce- 


νει, and other Grecian Cites. 


45. N° on this very year, which was the thirteenth year 

of the reign of Herod, very great calamities came 
upon the country : Whether they were derived trom the an- 
ger of God. or * whether this mifery return again naturally 
In certain periods of time ; for, in the firft place. there were 
perpetual droughts, and for that reafon the ground was barren, 
and did not bring forth the fame quantity of fruits that it ufed 
to produce ; and after this barrennefs of the foil, that change 
of food which the want of corn occafioned, produced diftem- 
pers inthe bodies of men, and ἃ peftilential difeafe prevailed, 
one mifery following upon the back of another: And thefe 
circumflances that they were diftitute both of methods of cure, 
and ot food, made the peftilential diftemper, which began af- 
ter a violent manner, the more lafting. The deftruétion of 
men alfo after fuch a manner deprived thofe that furvived of 


* Here we have an eminent example of the language of Jo‘ephus in his writing 
to Gentiles, different from that when he wrote to Jews: In his writing to whom 
he ftill derives all fuch judginents from the auger of God , but becaule he knew 
many of the Gentiles thought thy might naturally com. in certam penods, 
he complics with them in the following fentence. See the ucts on the Was, Β. ὦ 
ch. xxxiii, § 4, Vol. III. 
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all their courage, becaufe they had no way to provide reme- 
dies fufficient tor the diftreifes they were in. hen therefore 
the fruits of that year were {poiled, and whatfoever they had 
Jaid up betorehand was fpent, there was no foundation ot hope 
for relief remaining, but the mifery, contrary to what they 
expeéied, {till increafed upon them ; and this, not only on that 
ear, while they had nothing for themfelves left [at the end of 
it, | but what feed they had fown perifhed alfo, by reafon of 
the ground not yielding its fruits on the * fecond year. This 
diftrefs they were τῇ made them alfo out of necefflity to eat 
‘many things that did not ufe to be eaten: Nor was the king 
himfelf free trom this diftrefs any more. than other men, as be- 
ing deprived of that tribute he ufed to have from the fruits of 
the ground, and having already expended what money he had 
in his liberaliy to thofe whofe cities he had built ; nor had he 
any people that were worthy of his affiftance, fince this mifer- 
able ftate of things had procured him the hatred of his fubjeés, 
for it isa conftant rule, that misfortunes are {till laid to the ac- 
count of thofe that govern. | 
2. In thefe circumftances he confidered with himfelf how 
to procure fome feafonable help ; but this was a hard thing to 
be done, while their neighbours had no food to fell them, and 
their money alfo was gone, had it been poffible to purchafe a 
little food ata great price. However, he thought it his beft 
way, by all means, not to leave off his endeavours to affilt 
his people ; fo he cut off the rich furniture that was in his pal- 
ace, both of filver and gold, infomuch that he did not {pare the 
fineft veffels he had, or thofe that were made with the moft ela- 
borate fkill of the artificers, but fent the money to Petronius, 
who had been made prete& of Egypt by Czlfar ; and as not a 
few had already fled to him under their neceflities, and as he 
was particularly a friend to Herod, and defirous ‘to have his 
fubjeéts preferved, he gave leave to them, in the firft place, to 
export corn, and affifted them every way, both in purchafing 
and exporting the fame, fo that he was the principal, if not the 
only perfon who afforded them what help they had. And 
Herod taking care the people fhould underftand that this help 
came from himfelt, did thereby not only remove from him the 
ill opinion of thofe that formerly hated him, but gave them the 


* This famine for two years that affe€ted Judea and Syria the 19th and 14th years 
of Uered, which are the agd and aqth years before the Chriftian era, feems to have 
been more terrible during this time than was that in the days of Jacob, Gen. xi. 
xlii. And what makes the comparifon the more remarkable is this, that now, as 
well as then, the relief they had was from Egypt alfo, then from Jofeph the gover- 
nor of Egypt, under Pharaoh King of Egypt, and now from Petronius the prefect of 
Egypt, under Auguttus the Roman Emperor. See almoft the like cafe, Antiq. BAX. 
ch. it. § 6. Vol. IL. It is alfe well worth our obfervation here, that thefe two years 
werea fabbatic year, and a year of jubilee, for which, providence, during the theocra= 
cy, ufed to provide a triple crop beforehand, but became now, when the Jews had 
forfeited that blessing, the greateft years of famine to them ever fince the days of 
Abab, 1 Kings xvii, xviii. 
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greateft demonftration poffible of his good will to them, and 
care of them ; for, in the firft place, as for thofe who were 
able to provide their own food, he diftributed to them their 
proportion of corn in the exa€teft manner, but for thofe many 
that were not able, either by reafon cf their old age. or any 
other infirmity, to provide food for themfelves, he made this 
provifion for them, that the bakers fhould make their bread 
ready for them. He allo took care that they might not be 
hurt by the dangers of winter. fince they were in great want 
of clothing alfo, by reafon of the utter deftru&tion and con- 
fumption of their fheep and goats, till they had no wool to 
make ule of. nor any thing elfe to cover themfelves withal. 
And when he had procured thefe things for his own fubje&s, 
he went farther, in order to provide neceffaries for their 
neighbours, and gave feed to the Syrians, which thing turn- 
ed greatly to his own advantage alfo, this charitable afliftance 
being afforded moft feafonably to their fruitful foil, fo that 
every one had now a plentitul provifion of food. Upon the 
whole, when the harveft of the land was approaching, he fent 
no fewer than fifty thoufand men whom he had fuftained, in- 
to the country ; by which means he both repaired the affliG@- _ 
ed condition of his own kingdom with great generofity and 
diligence, and lightened the affli€tions of his neighbours, who 
were under the fame calamities, for there was nobody who 
had been in want that was left deftitue of a fuitable afliftance 
by him: Nay, farther, there were neither any people, nor 
any cities, nor any private men, who were to make provifion 
for the multitudes, and on that account were in want of {up- 
port, and had recourfe to him, but received what they ftood - 
in need of, infomuch, that it apppeared upon a computation, 
that the number of coriot wheat, of ten attick medunni a 
piece, that were given to foreigners, amounted to ten thou- 
‘fand. and the number that was given in his own kingdom 
was about fourfcore thoufand. Now it happened that this 
care of his, and this feafonable benefa@ion, had fuch infu- 
ence on the Jews, and was fo cried up among other nations, 
as to wipe off that old hatred which his violation of fome of 
their cuftoms, during his reign,: had procured him among all 
the nation, and that this liberality of his affiftance in this their 
greateft neceflity was full fatisfa&tion for all that he had done 
of that nature, as it alfo procured him great fame among for- 
elgners ; and it looked as if thefe calamities that afflited his 
land to a degree plainly incredible, came in order to raife his , 
glory, and tobe to his great advantage, for the greatnefs of 
his liberality in thele diftreffes, which he now demonftrated 
beyond all expeétation, did fo change the. difpofition of the 
multitude towards him, that they were ready to: fuppofe he 
had been from the beginning not fuch an one as they had found 
him to be by experience, but fuch an one as the care he had tak- 
enon them in lupplying thett neceflities proyed him now to be. 
ΟΙ . 
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4. About this time it was that he fent five hundred chofen 
men out of the guards of his body as auxiliaries ta Czar, 
whom * #Elius Gallus led to the Red Sea, and who were of 
great fervice to him there. When therefore his affairs were 
thus improved, and were again in a flourtfhing condition, he 
built bimfelf a palace in the upper city, raifing the rooms to 
a very great height, and adorning them with the τοῦ cofly 
furniture of gold, and marble feats, and beds, and thefe were 
fo large, that they could contain very many companies of 
men. Thefe apartments were alfo of diftin& magnitudes, and 
had particular names given them, for one apartment was call- 
ed Ceefar’s, another Agrippa’s. He alfo tell in love again, 
and married another wife, not fuffering his reafon to hinder 
him trom living as be pleated. The occafion of this his mas- 
riage was as follows : There was one Ssmon, a citizen of Je- 
rufalem, the fon of one Boethus, a citizen of Alexandria, and 
a prieft of great note there: This man had a daughter, 
who was efteemed the moft beautiful woman of that time : 
and when the people of Jerufalem began to [peak much ia 
her commendation, it happened that Herod was much affe&.- 
ed with what was faid of her : And when he Jaw the damiel, 
he was {mitten with her beauty, yet did he entirely reje& the 
thoughts of ufing his authority to abufe her, as believing, 
what was the truth, that by fo doing he fhould be fligmatized 
for violence and tyranny, fo he thought it beft to take the dam- 
fel to wife. And while Simon was of a dignity too inferior 
to be allied to him, but ftill too confiderable to be defpiled, 
he governed his inclinations after the moft prudent manner, 
by augmenting the dignity of the family, and makmg them 
more honourable ; fo he immediately deprived Jefus, the fon 
of Phabet, of the high priefthood, and conferred that digni- 
ty.on Simon, and fo joined m affinity with him [by marrying 
‘his dau hter.] | 
4. When this wedding was over, he buiit another citadel m 
that place where he had conqueretl the Jews when he was 
driven out of hfs government, and Antigonus enjoyed it. 
This citadel is diftant from Jerufalem about threefcore tur- 
longs. It was flrong by nature, and fit for fuch a building. 
It is a fort of a moderate hill, raifed to a tarther height by the 
hand of man, till it was of the fhape of a woman’sbreaft. It 
is encompafled with circular towers, and hath a ftrait afcent 
up to it, which afcent is compofed οἱ fteps of polifhed ftones, 
in number two hundred, Within it are soyal and very rich 
apartments, of a ftructure that provided both for fecurity and 
for beauty. About the bottom there are habitations of fucha 
ftruGure as are well worth feeing, both on other accounts, and 


* This lius fe.msto be no other than that Aelius Larges whom Dio fpesks 
of as conduéting an expedition that was about this time made ioto Arabia Felix, 
according to Petavius, who is here cited by Spanheim, See a full account of thie 
expedition in Prideaux atthe years 33 and 24. 
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alfo on account of the water which 15 brought thither from a 
great way off, and at vaft expences, for the place itfelf is def- 
titute of water. The plain that is about this citadel is full of 
edifices, not inferior to any city in largenefs, and having the 
hill above it in the nature of a cattle. 
* 5. And now, when all Herod's defigns had fucceeded ac. 
cording to his hopes, he had not the leaft fulpicion that any 
trouble could arife in his kingdom, becaufe he kept his peo. 
ple obedient, as well by the fear they ftood in of him, for he 
was implacable in the infli@ion of his punifhments, as by the 
provident care he had thewed towards them, after the moft 
magnanimous manner, when they were under their diftrefles : 
But ftill he took care to have external fecurity for his gov- 
ernment as a fortrefs againft his fubjefts ; for the orations he 
rnade to the cities were very fine, and full of kindnefs ; and 
he cultivated a feafonable good underftanding with them 
governors, and beftowed prefents on every one of them, in- 
ucing them thereby to be more friendly to him, and ufing 
his magnificent difpofition, fo as his kingdom might be the 
better fecured to him, and this till all his affairs were every 
way more and more augmented. Butthen, this magnificent 
temper of his, and that fubmiffive behaviour and liberality 
which he exercifed towards Cziar, and the mof powertul men 
of Rome, obliged him to tranfgrefs the cuftoms of his nation, 
and to fet afide many of their laws, and by building cities af- 
ter an extravagant manner, and ere€ting temples; * not m 
pudes indeed, for that would not have been borne, it being 
orbidden to us to pay any honour to images, or reprefenta- 
tions of animals, after the manner of the Greeks, but ftill he 
did thus in the country [properly |.out of our bonds, and in 
the cities thereof. The apology which he made to the Jews 


® One may here take notice, that how tyrannical aod extravagant foever Herod 
were in himfelf, and in his Grecian cities, as tothole plays, and shews, and tem- 
ples for idolatry, mentioned above ch. viii. § 1. and here alfo, yet durft even he 
introduce very few of them into the cities of the Jews, who, as Jofephus here notes 
would not even then have borne them, fo zealous weré they fill for many of the 
Jaws of Mofes, even under fo tyrannical a government as this was of Herod the 


‘Great 5 which tyrannical goveroment puts me naturally in mind of Dean Pri- 


deaux’s honeft refle&tion upon the like ambition after iuch tyrannical power in 
Pompey and σαί : ‘ One of thefe, [lays he, at the year 60], could not bear an 
equal, nor the other a fuperior ; and through this ambitious humour and thirft al- 
ger more power in thefe two men, the whole Roman empire being divided into 
two oppofite fa€tions, there was produced hereby the moft deftraétive war that ever 
affliGed it; ‘and the like folly too much reigns in all other places. Could about 
thirty men be perfuaded to live at home in peace without enterprizing upon the 
Fight of each other, for the vain glory of conqucit, and the enlargement of power, 
the whole world might be at quiet; but their ambition, their follies, and their hu- 
hour, leading therm conftantly to encroach upon and quarrel with each other, they 
involve all that are under them'in the mifchiéfs theréof ; amd many thoufands are 
they'which yearly perith by it; fo thacit amy almoft raife a doubt, whether the 
benefit which the world receives from govarament be fufficient to make amends for 
the calamities which it fuffers from the follies, miftakes, and mal-adminiftrat:oas 
Of thofe that manage it.” 
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for thefe things was this, chat all was done, not out of his own 
inclinations, but by the commands and injun@tions of the oth- 
ers, in order to pleafe Czfar, and the Romans, as though he 
had not the Jewifh cyuftoms fo much in his eye as he had the 
honour of thofe Romans, while yet he had himfelf entirely in 
view all the while, and indeed was very ambitious to leave 
great monuments of his government to pofterily ; whence it 
was that he was fo zealous in building fuch fine cities, and 
{pent fuch vaft fums of money upon them. 

6. Now upon his obfervation of a place near the fea, which 
was very proper for containing a city, and was before called 
Strato’s Tower. he fet about getting a plan for a magnificent 
city there, and eref&ted many edifices with great diligence all] 
over it, and this of white ftone. He alfo adorned it with mof 
{umptuous palaces, and large edifices for containing the peo- 
ple ; and what was the greateft and moft laborious work of 
all, he adorned it with an haven, that was always free trom 
the waves of the fea. Its largenefs was not lefs than the Py- 
rzum [at Athens, | and had towards the city a double ftation 
for the fhips. It was of excellent workmanhhip ; and this 
was the more remarkable for its being . built in a place that of 
itfelf was not fuitable to fuch noble ftru€étures, but was to be 
brought to perfeétion by materials from other places, and at 
very great expences. This city is fituate in Phenicia, in the 

afiage by fea to Egypt. between Joppaand Dora, which are 

effer maritime cities and not fit for havens, on account of 
the impetuous fouth winds that beat upon them, which roll- 
ing the fands that come from the fea againft the fhores, do not 
admit of fhips lying in their ftation, but the merchants are 

enerally there torced to ride at their anchors in the fea itfelf. 
Ὁ Herod endeavoured to reétify this inconvenience, and laid 
out fuch a compafs towards the land as might be fufficient for 
an haven, wherein the great fhips might lie in fafety ; and 
this he effe&ted by letting down vaft ftones of above fitty feet 
in length, not lefs than eighteen in breadth, and nine in depth, 
intotwenty fathom deep, and as fome were leffer, fo were 
others bigger than thofe dimenfions. This mole which he 
built by the fea fide was two hundred feet wide, the half of 
‘which was oppofed tothe current of the waves, fo.as to keep 
off thofe waves which were to break upon them, and fo was 
called Procymatia, or the firft breaker of the waves, but the 
other half had upon it a wall, with feveral towers, the largeft 
of which was named Drufus, and was a work of very great 
excellence, and had its name trom Drufus, the fon-in-law of 
Czfar, who died young. There were alfo a great number of 
arches where the mariners dwelt. There was alfo before them 
a key [or landing-place,] which ran round the entire haven, 
and was a moft agreeable walk to fuch as had a mind to that ex- 
ercife ; but the entrance or mouth of the port was made on 
the north quarter, on which ‘fide was the ftilleft of the winds 
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of all inthis place : And the bafis of the whole circuit on the 
left hand, as you enter the port, fapported a round turret, 
which was made very ftrong, in order to refift the greateft 
waves, while on the right hand, as you enter ftood two vaft 
ftones, and thofe each of them larger than the turret, which 
were over againft them : Thefe ftood upright, and were join- 
ed together. Now there was edifices all along the circular 
haven, made of the politeft ftone, with a certain elevation, 
whereon was eretted a temple, that was feen a great way off 
by thofe that were failing for that haven, and had m it two 
ftatutes. the one of Rome, the other of Czfar. . As the city 
itfelf was called Cefarea, which was alfo itfelf built of fine 
materials, and was of a fine ftru@ure; nay, the very fubter- 
ranean vaults and cellars had no lefs of architefture beftowed 
on them than had the building above ground. Some of thefe 
vaults carried things at even diftances to the haven and to the 
fea, but one of them ran obliquely. and bound all the reft to- 
gether, that both the rain and the filth of the citizens were to- 
gether carried off with eafe. andthe fea itfelf, upon the flux 
of the tide from without, came into the city, and wafhed it all 
clean. Herod alfo built therein a theatre of ftone; and on 
the fouth quarter, behind the port, an amphitheatre alfo, ca- 
pable of holding a vaft number of men, and conveniently fit- 
uated for a profpeét tothe fea. So this city was thus finifhed 
in * twelve years ; during which time the king did not fail to 
go on both with the work, 

neceffary. : 


CHAP. X. 
How Rerod fent his Sons ta Rome ; how αἰ he was accufed by 


Zenodorus, and the Gadarens, but was cleared of what they 
accufed him of, and withal gained to himfelf the good will of 
Cafar. Cancerning the Pharifees, the Effens, and Manahem. 


§1. WHEN Herod was engaged in fuch matters, and 

when he had already re-edified Sebafte [ Samaria, | 
he refolved to fend his fons Alexander and Ariftobulus to 
Rome, to enjoy the company of Czfar ; who, when they came 
thither, lodged at the houfe of + Pollio, who was very fond of 
Herod’s friendfhip : And they had leave to lodge in Czfar’s 
own palace, for he received thefe fons of Herod with all hu. 


* Cefarea being here faid to be rebuilt and adomed in twelve years, and foen 
afterwards in ten years, Antiq. B. XVI. ch. v. §1 there maft be a miftake in one 
of the places as to the true number, but which of them it is hard pofitively to de- 


termine. 

+ This Pollio, with whom Herod’s fons lived at Rome, was not Pollio the 
Pharifee, already mentioned by Jofephus, ch. i. § 1 and again vrefently after this, 
ch. x § 4. but Afinius Pollio the Roman, as Spanhcim here obferves. 


and to pay the charges that were 


€ 
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manity, afid gave Herod leave to give his kingdom to which 
of his fons he pleafed ; and befides all this, he beftowed on him 
Trachon and Batanea, and Auranitis, which he gave him on 
thefoccafion following : One * Zenodorus had hired what was 
called the houfe of Lyfanias, who, as he was not {atisfied with 
its revenues, became a partner with the robbers that inhabited 
the Trachones, and fo procured himfelf a regular income, for 
the inhabitants οἱ thofe places lived in a mad way, and pillag- 
ed the cotintry of the Damafcenes, while Zenodorus did not 
réftrain them, but partook of the prey they acquired. Now, 
as the neighbouring people were hereby great fufferera, they 
complained to Varro, who was then prefident [οἵ Syria, | and 
entreated him to writé to Czfar about this injultice of Zeno- 
dorus. When thefe matters were laid before Cafar, he-wrote 
back to Varro to deftroy thofe nefts of robbers, and to give 
the land to Herod, that fo by his care the neighbouring coun- 
tries might be nolonger difturbed with thefe doings of the Tra- 
chonites, for it was notan eafy thing to reftrainthem, fince this 
way of robbery had been their ufual praftice, and they had no 
other way to get their living, becaule they had neither any ci- 
ty of their own, nor lands in their poffeffion, but only fome 
receptacles and dens 1n the earth, and there they and their cat- 
tle lived in common together : However, they had made con- 
trivances to get pools of water, and laid up corn in granaries 
for thetnfelves, and were able to make great refiftance, by if- 
fuing out on the fudden againft any that attacked them ; forthe 
entrances of their caves were narrow, in which but one could 
come in at a time, and the places within incredibly large. and 
made very wide ; but the ground over their habitations was 
not very high, but rather ona plain, while the rocks are alto- 
gether hard and difficult to be entered upon, unlefs any one 
gets into the plain road by the guidance of another, for thefe 
roads are not ftrait, but have feveral revolutions. But when 
thefe men are hindered from their wicked preying upon their 
neighbours, their cuftom is to prey one upon another, info- 
much that no fort of injuftice comes amifs to them. But 
when Herod had received this grant from Cefar, and was 
comé into this country, he procured fkiltul guides, and put a 
Rop to their wicked robberies, and procured peace and quiet- 
neis to the neighbouring people. 

2. Hereupon Zenodorus was grieved, in the firft place, be- 
caufe his principality was taken away from him, and ftill more 
fo, bécaule he envied Herod, who had gotten it; fo he went 
up to Rome to accufe him, but returned back again withoat 
fuccefs. Now Agrippa was [about this time] fent to fucceed 
Czfar in the government of the countries beyond the Jonian 


©. The charafter of this Zenodorus is fo like that of afamous robber ef the 
farse name in Strabo, and that about this very country, and about this very time 
elfo, that I think Dr. Hud{on hardiy oced to have put a perhaps to his determina 
tion that they were the fame, : 
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fea upon whom Herod light when he was wintering about 
Mitylene, for he had been his particular friend and compan- 
ion, and then returned into Judea again. However, fome of 
the Gadarens came to Agrippa, and accufed Herod, whom he 
fent back bound to the king, without giving them the hearing ς 
But ftill the Arabians, who of old bage ill will to Herod’s gov- 
ernment, were nettled, and at that time attempted to raife a fe. 
dition in his dominions, and, as they thought upon a more jul. 
tifiable occafion ; for Zenodorus, defpairing already of fuc. 
cefs, as to his own affairs, prevented [his cnemies, | by felling 
to thofe Arabians a part of his principality, called Auranitis, 
for the value of fifty talents ; but as this was included in the. 
‘ donations of Czefar, they contefted the point with Herod, ag 
unjufily deprived of what they had bought. Sometimes they 
did this-by making incurfioua upon him, and fometimes by 
attempting force againft hiss, and fometimes by going to law: 
with him. Moreover, they perfuaded the poorer foldiers to. 
help them, and were troublefome to him, out οὗ ἃ conftant 
hope that they fhould redyce the people to sailea fedition ; in 
which defigns thofe that are in the moft miferable circumfan~ 
ces of life, are Rill the moft earneft : And although Herod had 
been a great while apprifed of thefe attempts, yet did not he 
indulge any feverity to them, but by rational methods aimed 
to mitigate things, as not willing to give any handle for tu. 
mults. 

3. Now when Herod had already reigned feventeen years,Cae. 
far-came into Syria ; at which time the greateft part of the inhab. 
itants of Gadara clamoused againit Herod, as one that was 
heavy in hisinjunétions, and tyrannical. Thefe repreaches. 
they mainly yentured upon by the encouragement of Zeno. 
dorus, who took his oath that he would never leave Herod till 
he had procured that they fhoyld be fevered from Herod’s 
kingdom, and joined to Czfar’s province. The Gadarens. 
were induced hereby, and made no {mall cry againft him, and 
that the mare boldly, becaufe thofe that had been delivered 
up by Agrippa were not punifhed by Herod, who let tham 
go, and did them no harm, for indeed be was the principal 
man in the world who-appeared almoft inexorable in puntth- 
ing crimes jn his own family, but very generous in remitting 
the offences that were committed elfewhere. And while they 
accufed Herod ot injuries, and plunderings, and fubverfions 
οἱ temples, he ftood unconcerned, and was ready to make his 
defence. However, Cefar gave him his right hand, and re- 
mitted nothing of his kindnefs tohim, upon this difturbance 
by the multitude : And indeed thefe things were alleged the 
firft day, but the hearing proceeded no farther; for as the 
Gadarens faw the tnclinatien of Cefar and ot his affeflors, and 
expeéted, as they had reafon to do, that they fhould be deliv« 
ered up to the king, fome of them, out of a dread of the tor- 
ments they might undergo, cut their own throats in the mighé 


¢ 
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time, and fome of them threw themfelves down precipices, 
and others of them caft themfelves into the river, and deftroy- 
ed themfelves of their own accord; which accidents feemed 
a fufficient condemnation of the rafhnefs and crimes they had 
been guilty of : Whereupon Cefar made no longer delay, but 
cleared Herod from the crimes he was accufed of. Another 
happy accident there was, which was a farther great advan- 
tage to Herod at this:time ; for Zenodorus’s belly burft, anda 

reat quantity of blood iffued from him in his ficknefs, and 
Fre thereby departed this life at Antioch in Syria: So Cefar 
beftowed his country, which was no {mall one, upon Herod ; 
it lay between Trachon and Galilee, and contained Ulatha 
and Paneas. andthe country roundabout. He alfo made him 
one of the procurators of Syria, and commanded that they 
fhould do every thing with his approbation ; and, in fhort, he 
arrived at that pitch of felicity, that whereas there were but 
two men that governed the vait Roman empire, firft Czefar, 
and then Agrippa, who was his principal favourite, Czfar pre- 
ferred no one to Herod befides Agrippa, and Agrippa made 
no one his greater friend than Herod befidesCzfar, And 


- when he had acquired fuch freedom, he begged of Czfara 


tetrarchy * for his brother Pheroras, while he did himfelf be- 
ftow upon him a revenue of an hundred talents out ot his own 
kingdom, that in cafe he came to any harm himfelf bis broth- 
er might be in fafety, and that his fons might not have domin- 
jon over him. So when he had condu&ed Cefar to the fea, 
and was returned home, he built him a molt beautiful temple, 
of the whiteft ftone, in Zenodorus’s country, near the place 
called Pantum. This is a very fine cave ina mountain, un- 
der which there is a great cavity in the earth, and the cavern 
is abrupt, and prodigioufly deep, and full of a ftill water: 
Over it hangs a vaft mountain ; and under the caverns arife 
the {brings of the river Jordan. Herod adorned this place, 
which was already a very remarkable one, ftill farther, by the 
ere&tion of this temple, which he dedicated to Czefar. 

4. At which time Herod releafed to his fubje&ts-the third 
part of their taxes, under pretence indeed of relieving them, 
after the dearth they had had: but the main reafon was, to 
recover their good will, which he now wanted, for they were 
uneafy at him, becaufe of the innovations he had introduced 
in their practices, of the diffolution of their religion, and of 
the difule of their own cuftoms ; and the people every where 
talked againft him, like thofe that were fill more provoked 
and difturbed at his procedure : Againft which difcontents he 
greatly guarded himfelf, and took away the opportunities 


® By éetrarchy properly and originally denoted the fourth part of an entire king- 
om ΟΣ Country, and a fetrarck one that was a ruler of fuch a fourth part, which 


always implies fomewhat lefs exteat of dominion and power than belonging to ἃ 
kingdom and to a king. . P mens 
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they might have to difturb them, and enjoined them to be al- 
ways at work ; nor did he permit the citizens either to meet. 
together or to walk, or eat together, but watched every thing 
they did, and when any were caught, they were feverely pun- 
ifhed ; and many there were who were brought to the citadel 
Hyrcania, both openly and fecretly, and were there put to _ 
death ; and there were {pies fet every where, both in the city, 
and in the roads, who watched thofe that met together ; nay, 
it is reported, that he did not himfelf negle& this part οἵ cau- 
tion, but that he would oftentimes himfelf take the habit of a 
private man, and mix among the multitude, in the night time, 
and make trial what opinion they had of his government; and - 
as for thofe that could no way be reduced to acquiefce under, 
his {cheme of government, he profecuted them all manner o 
ways, but for the reft of the multitude, he required that they 
fhould be obliged to take an oath of fidelity to him, and at the 
fame time compelled them to fwear that they would bear him 
good will, and continue certainly fo to do in his management 
ot the government ; and indeed a great part of them, either to 
pleafe him, or out of fear οἱ him, yielded to what he required 
of them, but tor fuch as were οὗ ἃ more open and generous 
difpofition, and had indignation at the force he ufed to them, 
he by one means or other made way with them. He endeav- 
oured alfo to perfuade Pollio the Pharifee, and Sameas, and 
the greateft part of their {cholars, to take the oath ; but thefe 
would neither fubmit fo to do, nor were they punifhed togeth- 
er with the reft, out of the reverence he bore to Pollio. The 
Effens alfo, as we call a fe& of ours, were excufed from this 
impofition. Thefe men live the fame kind of life as do thofe 
whom the Greeks call Pythagoreans, concerning whom I fhall 
difcourfe more fully elfewhere. However, it is but fit to fet 
down here the reafons wherefore Herod had thefe Effens in 
{uch honours, and thought higher ot them than their mortal 
nature required ; nor will this account be unfuitable tothe na- 
ture of this hiftory,as it will fhew the opinion men had ὁ 
thefe Effens. ne 

Now there was one of thefe Effens, whofe name was Mana- 
hem, who had this teftimony, that he not only condu&ed his 
hte after an excellent manner, bat had the foreknowledge of 
future events given him by God alfo:: This man once faw 
Herod when he was a child, and going to fchool, and faluted 
him as king of the Jews ; but he thinking that either he did 
not know him, or that he was in jeft, put him in mind that he 
was but a private man, but Manahem f{miled to himfelf, and 
clapped him on his back fide with his hand, and faid, “ How- 
ever that be, thou wilt be king, and wilt begin thy reign hap-' 
pily, for God finds thee worthy of it. And do thou remem- 
ber the blows that Manahem hath given thee, as being a fignat 
of the change of thy fortune. And truly this will be the rea- 
foning tor thee, that thou love juftice, [towards men, } and pi- 
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et towards God, and. clemency towards thy citizens ; yet do 
Lnow ow thy whole condn& will be, that thou wilt not be 
uch an one, for thoa wilt excel all men in happinefs, and ob- 
tain an everlafting reputation, but wilt forget piety and right- 
eoufnefs ; and_thele crimes will not be concegled from Gad, 
at the conclufion of thy fife, when thon wilt find that he wil 
be mindful. of them and punifh thee for them.” Now at that 
time Herod did not at all attend to what Manahem faid, as hav- 
ing no hopes of .fuch advancement ; but a fittle afterward, 
hen he was fo fortunate as to be advanced to the dignity of 
king. and was in the height of hjs dominion, he fent tor Mana- 
hem, and alked him, how long be fhould reign ἢ Manahen 
did not tell him the full fength of bis reign. wherefore, upon 
at filence of his, he afked him tayther, Whether he fhauld 
Feign ten yearg of not 7 he replied, “ Yes, twenty, nay, thirty 
years,” hut did not. affiga the jaf determinate limit of bis 
reign. Herod was fatisted with thefe replies, and gave Mana- 
hem his band and difmiffed him, and trom that time he con- 
tinued to honour all the Effens. We have thought it proper 
to relate thefe faé}s to our readera, how ftrange foever they be, 
d to declare what hath happened, among us, becaufe many 
of the Effens. have by their excellent virtue, been thought 
worthy, of this knowledge of divine revelations. 


2 


CHAP. XI. 


Bou Herod rebuilt the Ti emple, and raifed it higher, and made 
it more magnificent than τὸ was before; and alfo concerning 
that Tower which he called Antone. . 


1. AN D. now Herod, inthe eighteenth year of his reign, 

_ £4 andatter the afts already mentioned, undertook a 
very great wark, that is, to build of himfelf the ¥temple of 
God, and made it larger in compafs, and tq raife it ta ἃ moff. 
magnificent altitude, as cReeming it to be the moft. glorious af: 
al] his.a€tigns, a3. it really was, to bring it to perfefion, and 
that this would be fuficient for an everlafting. memorial of 
him ; but ae he knew the multitude were not ready nor will ings 
to affift him in fy να ἃ defign, he thought to prepare them fi 


* We may here obfesve, that the fancy of the modern Jews in calling this 

‘which was really the third of their temples, the /econd temple, followed, fe 
long by later Chriflians, feems to be without any folid foundation. The reafon 
why the €briitiens here follow the Jews, is, Kecaufe the prophecy of Haggai ii, 
6-9 which they exponnd of the Messiah's coming to the fecond or Zorohabel’s 
temple, of which they fuppofe this of Herod’s to be only ἃ continuation, which ie 
meant, I think, of his coming to the fourt4 and /gf temple, of to that futare larg 

and moft glotious one defcribed ‘by Ezekiel : Whence I take the former ao 

» bow getieral foever, to be a great mitake, Sec Lit Accomp. of Prophy 
Ν᾿. ; 
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by making a f{peech to them. and then fet abont the work it 
felf ; fo he called them together, and {pake thus to them: “ I 
think I need not fpeak to you, my countrymen, about fuch 
other works as I have done fince 1 came to the kingdom, al- 
though | may fay they have been performed in fuch a man- 
ner as to bring more fecurity to you than glury to my felf ; for 
J have neither been negligent in the moll difficult times about 
what tended to eafe your neceffities, nor have the buildings 1 
have made been fo proper to preferve me as yourflelves from 
" anjuries ; and 1 imagine that, with God’s affiftance, I have ad- 
vanced the nation οἱ the Jews to a degree of happinels which 
they never had before ; and for the particular edifices belong- 
ing to your own country, and your own cities that we have 
lately acquired, which we have ereéted, and greatly adorned, 
and thereby augmented the dignity of your nation, it feems to 
me a needlefs tak to enumerate them to you, fince you well 
know them yourfelves ; but. as to that undertaking which I 
have a mind to fet about at prefent, and which will be a work 
ot the greateft piety, and excellence that can poffibly be un- 
dertaken by us, I will now declare it toyou. Our tathers, in- 
deed, when they were returned from Babylon, built this tem- 
ple to God Almighty, yet does it want fixity cubits of its large- 
nefs in altitude ; tor fo much did that firft temple which Sol - 
mon built exceed this temple ; nor let any one condemn odr 
fathers for their negligence or want of piety herein, for it was 
not their fault that the temple was no higher; for they were 
Cyrus, and Darius the fon ot Hy ftalpes, who determined the 
meafures for its rebuilding ; and it hath been by reafon οἱ the 
fubjection of thofe lathers ot ours to them and to their pofteri- 
ty, and alter them to the Macedonians, that they had not the 
opportunity to follow the original model of this pious edifice, . 
nor could raife it to its ancient altityde ; but fince I am now 
by God’s will, your governor, and I have had peace a tong 
time, and have gained great riches, and large revenues, and 
what is the principal thing οἱ all, 1 am at amity witn, and well 
regarded by the Romans, who, if I may fo fay, are the rulers 
of the whole world, 1 wil) do my endeavour to corre&t that im- 
perte€tion, which hath arifen from the ueceffity of our affairs, 
and the flavery we have been urrder formerly, and to make a 
thankful return after the molt pious manner, to God for what 
bleffings I have received from him, by giving me this king. 
dom, and that by rendering his temple as complete as 1 am a- 
4. And this was the fpeech which Herod made to them ; but. 
ftill this {peech affrighted many of the people, as being unex- 
petted by them, and becaule it feemed incredible, it did not 
encourage them, but put a damp upon them, for they were a- 
fraid that he would pull down the whole edifice, and not be 
able to bring his intentions to perfeétion for its rebuilding ; 
and this danger appeared to them to be very: great, and the 
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vaftnefs of the undertaking to be fuch as could hardly be ac- 
complifhed. But while they were in this difpofition, the king 
encouraged them, and tald them, “ He would not pull down - 
their temple till all things were gotten ready for building it 
up entirely again.” And as he promifed them this before 
hand, fo he did not break his word with them, but got ready a 
thoufand waggons, that were to bring ftones tor the building, 
and chofe out ten thoufand of the moft fkiltul workmen, and 
bought a thoufand facerdotal garments for as many of the 
priefts, and had fome of them taught the arts of ftone-cutters, 
and others of carpenters, and then began to build, but this not 
till every thing was well prepared for the work. 

ο Herod took away the old foundations, and laid oth- 
ers, and ereéted the temple upon them, being in length an 
hundred cubits, and in height twenty additional cubits, which 
' [twenty ], upon the * finking οἱ their foundations, fell down ; 
and this part it was that we refolved to raife again in the days 
ef Nero. Now the temple was built of ftones that were white 
and ftrong, and each of their length was twenty-five cubits, 
their height was eight, and their breadth about twelve ; and 
the whole ftruéture, as was alfo the ftructure of the royal 
cloifter, was on each fide much lower, but the middle was 
much higher, till they were vifible to thofe that dwelt in the 
country for a great many furlongs, but chiefly to fuch as 
lived over againft them, and thofe that approached to them. 
The temple had doors alfo at the entrance, and lintels over 
them, of the fame height with the temple itfelf. They. were 
adorned with embroidered yails, with their flowers of purple, 
and pillars interwoven ; and over thefe, but under the crown- 
work, was f{pread out a golden vine, with its branches hang- 
ing down from a great height, the largenefs and fine work- 
manthip of which was a furprifing fight to the f[pe&ators, to 
fee what vaft materials there were, and with what great {kill 
the workmanfhip was done. He alfo encompafled the entire 
temple with very large cloifters, contriving them to bein a 
due proportion thereto; and he laid out larger {ums of money 
ὍΡΟΙ them than had been done before him, till it feemed that 


* Some of our modern ftudents in architefture have made a flrange blunder here, 
when they imagine that Jofephus affirms the entire foundations of the temple or 
hely houfe funk down into the rocky mountain on which it ftood no lefs than 49 
cubits, whereas he is clear that they were the foundations of the. additional 20 cu- 
bits only above the hundred, (made perhaps weak on purpofe, and only for thew 
and grandeur) that {unk or fell down, as Dr. Hudfon rightly underftands him : 
Nor is the thing itself possible in the other fenfe. Agrippa’s, preparation for builde 
- gng the inner parts of the temple 20 cubits higher, (hiftory of the War, Β V. ch. 
i. § 5.) muft in all probability refer to this matter, fince Jofephus fays here, that 
this which had fallen down was defigned to be raifed up again under, Nero, un- 
der whom Agrippa made that preparation. But what Jofephus fays prefently, 
that Solomon was the firft King of the Jews, appears by the parallel place, Antiq. 
B. XX. ch. ix. § 7. Vol. 11. and other places, to be meant only the firft of Dap 
vid's pofterity, and the fir builder of the temple, ΄ 
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no one elfe had fo greatly adorned the temple as he had done, 
There was a large wall to both the cloifters, which wall waa 
itfelf the moft prodigious wark that was ever heard of by man, 
The hill was a rocky afcent, that declined by degrees towards 
the eaft parts of the city, till it cameto an elevated level. This 
hill it was which Solomon, who was the firft of our kings, by 
divine revelation encompaffed witha wall; it was of excel. 
lent workmanthip upwarda, and round thetop of it. He alfo 
built a wall below, beginning at the bottom, which was en- 
compafied by a deep valley ; and at the fouth fide he laid 
rocks together, and bound them one ta another with lead, and 
included fome of the inner parts, till it proceeded to a great 
height, and till both the largenefs of the f{quare edifice, and 
jts altitude, were immenfe, and till the vaftnefs of the ftones in 
_ the front were plainly vifible an the outfide, yet fo that the 
inward parts. were faftened together withiron, and preferved 
the joints immoveable far all future times. When this work 
@ [for the toundation | was done in this mannex, and joined to. 
gether as part of the hill itfelf to the very top of it, he wrought 
it all into one outward furtace, and filled up the hollow pla- 
ces which were about the wall, and made ita level on the ex- 
ternal upper furface, and a {mooth level alfo. This hill was 
walled all round, and in compafs four furlongs, [the diftance 
of] each angle containing in length a furlong: But within this 
wall, and on the very top of all, there ran another wall of fton¢ 
alfo, having, on the eaft quarter, a double cloifter, of the fame 
length with the wall; in the mid of which was the temple 
itfelt. This cloifter looked to the gates of the temple ; and 
it had been adorned by many kings in former times: And 
round about the entire temple were fixed the {poils taken trom 
barbarous nations ; all thefe had been dedicated to the. temple 
by Herod, with the addition of thofe he had taken trom the 
Arabians. 

4. Now on the north fide [of the temple] was built a cita- 
del whofe walls were {quare, and ftrong, and of extraordinary 
firmnefs, This citadel was built hy the kinga of the Afamo- 
nean race, who were alfo high-priefts before Herod, and they 
called it the Tower, in which were repofited the veftments of 
the high-prieft, which the high-prieft only put on at the time 
when he was to offer facrifice. Thefe veftments king Herod 
kept in that place ; and after his death they were under the 
power of the Romans, until the time of Tiberius Cefar ; un- 

der whofe reign Vitellius, the prefident of Syria, when he 
once came to Jerufalem, and had been moft magnificently re- © 
ceived by the multitude, he had a mind to make them fome 
requital for the kindnefs they had fhewed him, fo, upon their 
petition to have thofe holy veftments in their own power, he 
τοῖα about them to Tiberius Czfar, who granted his requeft: 
And this their power over the facerdotal veftments continued 
with the Jews till the death of king Agrippa; but after that, 
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Caffius Longinus, who was prefident of Syria, and Cufpius 
Fadus, who was procurator of Judea, enjoined the Jews to re- 
pofit thofe veftments in the tower of Antonia, for that the 
ought to have them in their power, as thcy formerly had. 
However, the Jews fent ambaffadors to Claudius Ceefar, to in- 
tercede with him tor them ; upon whole coming, king Agrip- 
pa jun. being then at Rome, afked for and obtained the power 
over them fromthe emperor, who gave command to Vitelli- 
us, who was then commander in Syria, to give it them accor- 
dingly. Before that time they were kept under the feal of 
the bigh-prieft, and οἱ the creak ures of the temple ; which treaf- 
ures, the day before ἃ feftival, went up to the Roman captain 
ot the temple guards, and viewed their own feal, and received 
the veftments ; and again, when the feftival was over, they 
brought it to the fame place, and fhewed the captain of the 
temple guatds their feal. which. cortef{ponded with his feal, 
and repofited them there. And that thefe things were fo, the 
‘afliGtions that happened to us afterward [about them | are ful Pr 
ficient evidence: But tor the tower itfelf, when Herod the 
. king of the Jews had fortified « more firmly than befagé, in 
order to fecure and guard the temple, he gratified Antonius, 
who was his friend, and the Roman ruler, and then gave it the 
name of the Tower of Antonia. . 

Now in the weftern quarters of the inclofuré of the tem: 
ple there were four gates ; the firft led tothe kings palace, 
and went toa pafflage over the intermediate valley, two more 
Jed tothe fuburbs of the city, and the lait led to the other city, 
where the road defcended down into the valley by a great 
number of fteps, and thence up again by the afcent, for the 
city lay over againft the temple ijn the.manner of a theatre, and 
was encompaffed with a deep valley along the entire fouth 
quarter, but the fourth frant of the temple, which was fouth- 
ward, had indeed itfelf gates in its middle, as alfo it had the 
royal cloiltera, with three walks which reached in length 
from the eaft valley unto that onthe welt, for it was impoifs 
ble it fhould reach any farther: And this cloiftet deferves to 
be mentioned better tha: any other under the fun; for while 
the valley was very deep, and ite bottom could not be feen, 
it you looked from above into the depth, this farther vaftly 
high elevation of the cloifter ftood upon that height, infomuch, 
that if any one looked down from the top of the battlements, 
or down both thofe altitudes. he would be giddy, while hia 
fight could not reach tu fuch an immenfe depth. This cloifs 
ter had pillars chat flood in four rows one over againit the 
other all siong, for the tourth row was interwoven into the 
wall, which | alfo was built of flone] ; and the thicknefs of 
each pillar was fuch, that three mea might, with their arms 
extended, fathom it round, and join their hands again, while 
its length was twenty-feveu ‘cet, with a double {piral at its 
Salis ; aud the number of ail the pillars [in that court] was 


' 
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an hundred and fixty-two. Their chapiters were made with 
{culptures after the Corinthian order, and caufed an amaze. 
ment [tothe {pe€tators]. by reafon of the grandeur οἱ the 
whole. Fhefe four rows of pillars included three intervals 
for walking in the middle of this cloifter σῖνο of which walks 
were made parallel toeach other. and were contrived after the 
fame manner ; the breadth ot each of them was thirty feet, 
the length was a furlong, and the height fifty feet, but the 
breadth of the middle part of the cloifter was one and an half 
of the other, and the height was double, for it was much high- 
er than thofe on each fide ; but the roofs were adorned with 
deep fculptures in wood, reprefenting many forts of figures : 
The middle was much higher than the reft, and the wall of 
the front was adorned with heamsg, refting upon pillars, that 
were interwoven into it, and that front was all ot polifhed 
ftone, infomuch, that its frnenefs, to fuch as had not feen it 
was greatly amazing. Thus was the firft inclofure. In the 
midit of which, and not far from it, was the fecond, to be 
gone up to by a few fteps : Fhis was.encompafied by a ftone 
wall for a partition, with an infeription, which forbade any 
foreigner to go in under pain of death. Now, this inner in- 
clofure had on its fouthern and northern quarters three gates 
[equally | diftant one from another ; but on the eaft quarter, 
towards the fun rifing, there was one large gate, through 
which fuch as were pure came in, together with their wives, 
bat the temple farther inward in that gate was not allowed to 
the women ; but ftill more inward was there a third [court of 
the} temple, whereinto it was not lawful for any but the 
priefts alone to enter. The temple εἰς} was within this 5 
and betore that temple was the altar, upon which we offer 
our faerifices and burnt-offerings to God. Into * none of 
thefe three did king Herod enter, for he was forbidden, be- 
eaufe be was nota prieft. However, he took care of the 
cloifters, and the outer mclofures, and thefe he built in eight 
ears. 

6. But the temple itfelf was built by the priefts in a year and 
fix months : Upon which all the people were full of joy ; and 
prefently they returned thanks. in the firft place, to God, and 
m the next place, for the alacrity, the king had fhewed. They 
feafted, and celebrated this rebuilding of the temple : And for 
the king, he facrificed three hundred oxen to God, as did the 
reft every one according to his ability : The number of which 
facrifices ts not poffible to fet down, for it cannot be that we 
fhould truly relate it; tor at the fame time with this celebra- 


© Into none of thefe three did King Herod enter, i.e. 1. not into the court of the 
priefis ; s. nor into the holy houle itfelf ; 3. nor into the feparate place belonging 
to the altar, as the words following imply, for none but priefts, or their attendants 
the Levites, might come into any of them. See Antiq. B. XVI ch, iv. §.6. when 
Herod goes into the temple, and makesa fpeech in it to the people, hut that could 
ouly be into the courtof Ifracl, whether the people could come to hear him, 
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tion for the work about the temple fell alfo the day of the 
king’s inauguration, which he kept of an old cuftom as a fefti- 
val, and it now coincided with the other, which coincidence 
of them both made the feftival moft illuftrious. 
ted There was alfo an occult paffage built for the king : It 
from Antonia to the inner temple, at its eaftern gate ; over 
which he alfo ereted for himfelf a tower, that he might have 
the opportunity of a fubterraneous afcent to the temple, in οἵ. 
der to guard againft any fedition which might be made by the 
people againft their kings. It ts alfo * reported. that during 
the time that the temple was building, it did not rain in the day- 
time, but that the fhowers fell in the nights, fo that the work 
was not hindered. And this our fathers have delivered to us; 
ner is it incredible, if any one have regard to the manifefta- 
tions οἱ God. And thus was performed the work of the re- 
building of the temple. 


5 This tradition which Jofephus here mentions, 85 delivered down from fathers 
to their children, of this particular remarkable circumflance relating to the building 
of Herod’s temple, is a demonftretion that {uch its building was a known thing in 
Judea inhis time. He was born but 46 years after it is related to have been finifh- 
ed, and might himfelf have feen and {poken with fome of the buildcrs themfelves, 
and with a great number ef thofe that had {een it building. The doubt therefore 
about the truth of thishiftory, of the pulling down and rebuilding of this temple 
by Herod, which fome weak people have indalged, was not then much greater 
than it foon may be, whether or not our St. Paul’s church in London was burst 
down in the fire of London 4. Ὁ. 1666, and rebuilt by Sir Chrifopher Waa 
a little afterward. 


Chap. I.] ANTIQUITIREG OF THE JEWS. 233 


BOOK XVL 


Containing the interval of twelve years. 


{From the finifhing of the Temple by Heron, to the Death of 
ALEXANDER and ARISTOBULUS. 


CHAP. L 


A law of Herod’s about Thieves. Salome and Pheroras calume 
niate Alexander and Ariflobulus, upon thar return from 
Rome, for whom yet Herod provides Wives. 


41. S king Herod was very zealous in the adminiftration 

"A. of his entire government, and defirous to put a ftop 
to particular a&s of injuftice which were done by criminals a- 
bout the city and country, he madea law, no way like out 
original laws, and which he ena&ed of himfelf, to expofe 
houfe- breakers to be ejefted out of his kingdom : which pune 
ifhment was not only grievous to be borne by the offenders, 
but contained init a diffolution of the cuftoms of our foretath- 
ers, for this flavery to foreigners, and fuch as did not live af 
ter the manner of Jews, and this neceflity that they were un- 
der to do whatfoever fuch men fhould command, was an of- 
fence againft our religious fettlement, rather than a punifhment 
to fuch as were found to have offended, fuch a punifhment 
being avoided in our original laws ; for thofe laws ordain, that 
the thief fhall reftore fourfold: And that if he have not fo 
much, he fhall be fold indeed, but not to foreigners, nor fo 
that he be under perpetual flavery, for he muft have been ree 


leafed after fix years. But this law, thus enaéted, in order ta. 


introduce a fevere and illegal punifhment, feemed to be a piece 
of infolence in Herod, when he did not aft as a king but asa 
tyrant, and thus contemptuoufly, and without any regard to 
his fubje&ts did he venture to introduce fuch a punifhment. 
Now this penalty, thus brought into praftice, was like Herod’s 
other a€tions, and became a part of bis accufation, and an oce 
cafien of the hatred he Iay under. | 

2. Now at this time it was that he failed to Italy, as very dea 
firous to meet with Czfar, and to fee his fons who hved at 

ome: And Czlar was not only very obliging to him in 
other refpeéts, but delivered him his fons again, that he might 
take them home with him, as having already completed them. 
felves in the fciences ; but as foon asthe young men were 
come trom Italy, the raultitude were very defirous to fee them, 

οι. IL. 
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and they became con{picuous among them all, as adorned with, 
_ great bleffings of fortune, and baving the countenances of per- 
fons of royal dignity. So they foon appeared to be the ob- 
jefls of envy to Salome, the king’s fifter, and to fuch as had 
raifed calumnies againft Mariamne ; for they were fufpicious, 
that when thele came to the government, they fhould be pun- 
‘thed for the wickednels they had been guilty of againft their 
mother ; fo they made this ver fear of theirs a motive to raife 
calumnies againft them alfo. They gave it out that they were 
not pleafed with their father’s company, becaufe he had put 
their mother to death, as tf it were not agreeable to piety to 
appear to converfe with their mother’s murderer. Now, by 
carrying thefe ftories, that had indeed a true foundation {in 
the faét, | but were only built οὐ probabilities, as to, the pref- 
cnt accufation, they were able to do them mifchief, and to 
make Herod take away that kindnefs from his fons which he 
had before borne to them, for they did not fay ‘thefe things to 
him openly, but featteréd abroad fuch words among the re 
ot the multitude ; from which words, when carried to Herod, 
be was induced [at laft] to hate them, and which natural af- 
fettion itfelf, even in length of time, was not able to overcome ; 
. yet was the king at that time in a condition to prefer the nat- 
‘ral affection of a father before all the fufpicions and calum- 
fies his {ons lay under : So he refpef&ted them as he ought to 
do, and married them to wives, now they were of an age, fuit- 
able thereto. To Ariftobulus he gave fora wife Bernice, Sa- 
Jome’s daughter, and to Alexander, Glaphyra, the daughter of 
Archelaus, king ot Cappadocia. 


CHAP. Il. 


How Herod twice failed to Agrippa ; and how, upon the come 
- * plaint of the Jews in Lonia, againft the Greeks, Agrippa con~ 
firined the Laws of the Jews to them. 


/ δα, WHEN Herod had difpatched thefe affairs, and he 
ΕΞ underftood that Marcus Agrippa had failed again 
gut of Italy into Afia, he nade hafte to him, and belought hia 
- to come to him into his kingdom, and to partake of what he 
ον might juftly expeé from one that had been his ξαεῇ, and was 
his friend. This requeft he greatly preffed, and ta it Agrippa 

᾿ ggreed, and came into Judea ; whereupon Herod omitted no- 
‘thing that might pleafe him. He entertained him in his new 
built cities, and thewed him the edifices he had built, and pro- 
vided afl forts of the beft and moft coftly dainties-for him and 
his friends, and that at Sebafte and Cefarea, about that port 
that he had built, and at the tortreffes which he had ereGed at 
: great expences, Alexandrium and Herodium, and Hyrcania. 
e alfo conduéted him to the city Jerufalem, where all the 
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people met him in their feftival garments,and received him with 
acclamations. Agrippa alfooffered an hecatomb ot facrifices 
to God’; and feafted the people, without omitting any’ of the 
greateft dainties that could be gotten. He alfo took fo much 
pleafure there, that he abode many days with him, and would 
willingly have ftaid longer, but that the feafon of the year 
made him make hafte away ; for, as winter was coming on, he 
thought it not fafe to go to fea later, and yet he was of necef- 
fity to return again to Ionia.” 
a. So Agrippa went away, when Herod had beftowed on 
him, and on the principal of thofe that were with him, many 
yrefents ; but king Herod, when he had paffed the winter in 
his own dominions, made hafte to get to bim again in the 
fpring, when he knew he defigned to go to a campaign at the 
ofphorus. So when he had failed by Rhodes, and by Cos, 
he touched at Lefbos, as thinking he fhould have overtaken 
Agrippa there, but he was taken fhort here by a north wind, 
which hindered his fhip from going to the fhore; fo he con- 
tinued many days at Chiys, and there he kindly treated a great 
many that came to him, and obliged them by giving them . 
royal gifts. And when he faw that the portico οὗ the city was — 
fallen down, which, as it was overthrown in the Mithredatic 
war, and was a very large and fine building, fo was it not fo 
eafy to rebuild that as it was the reft, yet did he furnifh a fum 
not only large enough for that purpofe, but what was more 
than fuificient to finifh the building ; and ordered them not to 
overlook that portico, but to rebuild it quickly, that fo the 
city might recover its proper ornaments. And when the high 
winds were laid, he failed to Mitylene, and thence to By zan- 
tium ; and when he heard that Agrippa was failed beyond the 
Cyanean rocks, he made all the hafte poffible to overtake him, 
and came up with him about Sinope, in Pontus. He was {cen 
failing by the fhipmen moft uncxpe&edly, but appeared to 
their great joy ; and many friendly falutations there were be- 
tween them, infomuch that Agrippa thought he had received 
the greateft marks of the king’s kindnefs and humanity to- 
wards him poffible, fince the king had come fo long a voyage, 
and at a very proper feafon for his afliftance, and had Icft the 
government of his own dominions, and thought it more worth 
is while to come tohim. Accordingly Herod was all in all 
to Agrippa, in the management of the war, and a great affift- 
ant in civil affairs, and in giving him counfel as to particular 
matters. He was alfo a pleafant companion tor him when he 
relaxed himfelf, and a joint partaker with him in ‘all things ; 
in troubles becaufe ot his kindnels, and in profperity becaule 
of the re{pe& Agrippa had tor him. Now as foon as thofe af- 
fairs of Pontus were finifhed, for whofe fake Agrippa was fent 
thither, they did not think fit to return by fea, but paffed thro’ 
Paphlagonia and Cappadocia ; they then travelled thence o- 
ver great Phrygia, and came to Ephefus, and then they failed 
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from Ephefus to Samos. And indeed the king beftowed a 
great many benefits on every city that he came to, accordin 
as they ftood in need of them; for as for thole that wante 
either money or kind treatment, he was not wanting to them ; 
but he fupplied the former himfelf out of his own expences ; 
He alfo became an interceffor with Agrippa for all fuch as 
fought after his favour, and he brought things fa about, that 
the petitioners failed in none ot their fuits to him, Agrippa 
being himfelf of a good difpofition, and of great generofity, 
and ready to grant all fuch requefts as might be advantageous 
to the petitioners, provided they were not to the detriment of 
others. The inclinatian of the king was of great weight alfo, 
and ftill excited Agrippa, who was humfelf ready to do good ; 
for he made a reconciliation between the people of Ilium, at 
whom he was angry, and paid what money the people of Chi- 
us owed Cefar’s procurators, and difcharged them of their 
tributes ; and helped all others, according as their feveral ne- 
ceffities. required, . 

. But naw, when Agrippa and Herod were in Ionia, a 
great multitude of Jews who dwelt in their cities, came to 
them, and laying hold of the Oppartunity and the liberty now 
given them, laid before them the injuries which they fuffer- 
ed, while they were not permitted to ufe their-own laws, but 
were compelled to profecute their law fuits, by the ill ufage 
of the judges. upon their holy days and were deprived af the 
money they ufed to lay up at Jerufalem, and were forced in- 
to the armhy, and upon fuch ather offices as obliged them ta 
{pend their facred money ; trom which burdens they always 
ufed tobe freed by the Romans, who had ftill permitted them 
to live according to their own lawa, When this clamour 
was made, the king defired of Agrippa that he would hear 
their caufe, and afigned Nicolaus, one of his friends, ta 
plead for thofe their privileges. Accordingly, when A- 
grippa had called the principal αἱ the Romans, and fuch αἱ 
the kings and rulers as were there. to be his affeflors, Nica- 
Jaus flaod up, and pleaded for the Jews, as follows: ‘ It 
ts of neceflity incumbent on fuch as are in diftrefs to have re- 
courfe to thole that have it in their power ta free them 
from thole injuries they lie under ; and for thofe that now are 
complainants, they approach you with great affurance ; tor as 
they have formerly often obtained your favour, fo far as they 
have even withed to have it, they now anly entreat that you, 
who have been the donors, will take care that thofe tayoura 
you have already granted them may not be taken away from 
them. We have received thefe favours from you, who alone 
have power to grant them, but have them taken fram us by 
fuch as are no greater than ourfelves, and by fuch as we 
know are as much fubje&s as we are; and certainly, if we 
have been vouchf{afe great favours, it is to our commen. 
dation, who have obtained them, aa having been found de- 
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ferving of fuch great favours; and if thofe favours Be but 
{mall ones, it would be barbarous for the donors not to con- 

rm them to us; And for thofe that are the hinderance'of the 
, ews, and ule them reproachfully, it is evident that they af- 

ront both the receivers, while they will not allow thofe to be 
worthy men to whom their excellent rulers themfelvea have 
borne their teftimony. and the donors, while they defire thofe 
favours already granted may be abrogated. Now if any one 
fhould afk thefe Gentiles themfelves, which of the two things 
they would choofe to part with, their lives, or the cuftoms 
of their forefathers, their folemnities, their facrifices, their 
feftivals, which they celebrated in honour of thofe they fup- 
pofe to be gods? I know very well that they would choofe 
to fuffer any thing whatfoever rather than a diffolution of any 
of the cuftoms : of their forefathers ; for a great many of 
them have rather chofen to go to war on that account, as very 
folicitous not to tranfgrefs in thofe matters: And indeed we 
take an eftimate of that happinefs which all mankind do now 
enjoy by your means from this very thing, that we are allow- 
ed every one to worthip as our own inititutions require, and 
yet to live [in peace]; and although they would not be thus 
treated themfelves, yet do they endeavour to compel others 
to comply with them, as if it were not as great an inftance of 
impiety, profanely to diffolve the religious folemnities of a- 
ny others, as to be negligent in the obfervation of their own 
toward their gods, And let us now confider the one of thefle 
pra€tices : Is there any people or city, or community of men, 
to whom your government and the Roman power does not 
appear to be the greateft blefling ἢ Is there any one that can 
defire to make void the favour: they have granted ? No one 
18 certainly fo mad ; tor there are no men but fuch as have 
been partakers of their favours, both public and private ; and 
indeed thofe that take away what you have granted, can have 
no affurance, but every one of their own grants made them 
by you may be taken trom them alfo; which grants of yours 
can yet never be fufficiently valued ; for if they confider the 
old governments under kings, together with your prefent gov- 
ernment, belides the great number of benefits which this gov- 
ernment hath beflowcd on them, in order to their happinefs, 
this is inftead of all the reft, that they appear to be no longer 
in a flate of {lavery, but of treedom. Now the privileges we 
defire, even when we are in the beft circumflances, are not 
fuch as deferve to be envied, for we are indeed in a profper- 
ous ftate by your means but this is only in common with 
others ; and it is no more than this which we defire, to pre- 
ferve our religion without any prohibition, which, as it ap- 
pears not in itfelf a privilege to be envied us, fo it is for the 
advantage of thofe that grant ittq us: For if the divinity de- 
lights in being honoured, it muft delight in thofe that permit 
them to be hqnoured ; And there are none of our cuftoms 
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“ which are inhuman, but all tending to piety, and devoted to 


the prefervation of juftice ; nor do we conceal thofe injunc- 
tions of ours, by which we govern our lives, they being me- 
moriats of piety, and of a friendly converfation among men : 
Aud™® the feventh day we fet apart for labour ; it is dedicat- 
ed to the learning of our cuftoms and laws, we thinking it 
proper to reHleé on them, as well as on any [good | thing elfe, 
in order to our avoiding of fin. 1} any one therelore exam. 
sne into our obfervances, he will find they are good in them- 
felves, and that they are ancient alfo, though fome think oth- 
erwife, infomuch, that thofe who haye recéived them, cannot 
eafil brought to depart from them, out of that honour 
they pay to the length of time they have religioufly enjoyed 
them, and oblerved them, Now our adverfaries take thefe 
our privileges away in the way of injuftice : They violently 
feize upon that money of ours which is offered to God, and 
called facred money, and this openly, after a facrilegious 
manner ; and they impofe tributes upon us, and bring us be- 
fore tribunals on holy days, and then require other like debts 
af us, not becaufe the contra&s require it, and for their owa 
advantage, but becaufe they would put an affront on our re- 
ligian, of which they are conf{cious as well as we, and have 
indulged themfelves in an unjuft, and, to them, involuntary 
hatred for your government over all is one, tending to the 
eftablifhing of benevolence, and abolifhing of 111 will among 
fuch as are difpofed to it. This is therefore what we implore 
from thee, moft excellent Agrippa, that we may not be ill 
treated ; that we may not be abufed; that we may not be 
hindered from making ufe of our own cuftoms; nor be dil- 
poiled of our goods ; nor be forced by thefe men to do what 
we ourfelves force nobody to do, for thele privileges of ours 
are not only according to juftice. but have formerly been 
granted us by you: And we are able to read to you many de- 
crees of the fenate. and the tables that contain them, which 
are itill extant in the capitol, concerning thefe things, which 
it is evident were zranted alter you had experience of our 6- 
delity towards. you, which ought to be valued, though no 
fuch fidelity had been ; for you have hitherto preferved what 
people were in poffeffion of, notto us only, but almoft to all 
men, and have added greater advantages than they could have 
hoped for, and thereby your government is become a great 
advantage to them. And if any one were able to enumerate 
the profperity you have conferred on every nation, whic 

they poffefs by your means, he could never put an end to his 
difcourfe ; but that we may demonftrate that we are not un- 


® We may here oblerve the ancient practice of the Jews, of dedicating the Sab- 
bath-day not to idlenefs, but to the learning their facred rites and religious cul- 
toms, and to the meditation on the law of Mofes. The like to which we met 
with clfswhere in Jofephus alfo againk Apion, B. J. § 88. 
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worthy of all thofe advantages we have obtained, it will be 
fufficient for us to fay nothing of other things, but to {peak 
freely of.this king who now governs us, and is now one of 
thy affeffors : And indeed in what inftance of good-will, as to 
your houfe, hath he been deficient ἡ What mark of fidelity 
to it hath he omitted ? What token of honour hath he not de- 
vifed ? What occafion for his affiftance of you hath he not 
regarded at the very firft? What hindereth, therefore, but 
that your kindneffes may be as numerous as his 10 great bene- 
fits to you have been. It may alfo perhaps be fit not here to 
pafs over in filence the valour of his father Antipater, who, 
when Czfar made an expedition into Egypt, dffifted bin with 
two thoufand armed men, and proved inferior to none, nei- 
ther in the battles on land, nor in the management of the πᾶ- 
vy ; and what need I fay any thing of how great weightthofe 
foldiers were at that juncture ? or how many, and how great 
prefents they were vouchfafed by Cafar? And truly I ought 
efore now to have mentioned the epiftlés which Cackar wrote 
to the fenate ; and how Antipater had honours, arid the free- 
dom of the city of Rome, beftowed upon him, for thefe are 
demonftrations both that we have received thefe favours 
by our own deferts, and do on that account petition thee 
for thy confirmation of them, from whom we had reafon td 
hope for them, though they had not been given us before, both 
out of régard to our king’s difpofition towards you, and gout 
difpofition towards him. And farther, we have been inform- 
edby thofe Jews that weré there, with what kindnefs thod 
came into our country, and how thou offered the moft perfe& 
facrifices to God, and honoured him with remarkable vows, 
and how thou gave: the people a feaft, and accepted of their 
own hofpitable prefentstothee. We ought to efteem all thefe 
kind entertainments made both by our nation and our city, toa 
man whois the ruler and manager of fo much of the public af- 
fairs, as indications of that friendfhip which thou haft returned 
to the Jewifh nation, and which hath been procured them by 
the family of Herod. So we put thee in mind Of thefe things 
in the prefence of the king, now fitting by thee, and make our 
requeft for no more but this,. that what yoy have given us 
y ourfelves, you will not fee taken away by others from us.” 
5. When Nicolaus had made this fpeech, there was no op- 
pofition made to it by the Greeks, tor this wag not an inquiry 
miade, as in a court of juftice, but an intercéffion to prevent vi- 
olence to be offered to the Jews any longer; nor did the Greeks 
make any defence of themfelves, or deny what it was fuppof- 
ed they had done. Their pretence wag no more than this, 
that while the Jews inhabited in their country they were en- 
tirely ἀπ) to them, [τὰ not joining in their worthip] bué 
they demonftrated their generofity in this, that though they 
worlhipped according to their own inftitutions-they did πο. 
thing that ought to grieve them. So when Agrippa perceived 
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that they had been opprefled by violence, he made this anfwer: 
** That on account of Herod’s good will and friendthip. he was 
ready to grant the Jews whatfoever they fhould afk him, and 
that their requefts feemed to him in themfelves juft ; and thatif 
they requefted any thing farther he fhould not {cruple to grant 
it them, provided they were no way tothe detriment of the Ro- 
man government ; but that, while their requeft was no more than 
this, that what privileges they had already given them might not 
be abrogated, Be confirmed this to them, that they might con- 
tinue in the obfervation of their own cuftoms without any one’s 
offering them the leaft injury.” And when he had faid thus 
he diffolved the affembly : Upon which Herod ftood up, an 
faluted him, and gave him thanks for the kind difpofition he 
fhewedtothem. Agrippa alfo took this in a very obliging 
manner, and faluted him again, embraced him in his arms ; after 
which he went away from Lefbos, but the King determined to 
fail from Samos to his own country ; and when he had taken his 
leave of Agrippa, he purfued his voyage, and landed at Cefarea 
in a tew day’s time. as having favourable winds ; from whence 
he went to Jerufalem, and there gathered all the people together 
to an affembly, not a few being there out of the country alfo. 
So he came to them, and gave them a particular account of all 
his journey, and of the affairs of all the Jews in Afia, how by 
his means they would hive without injurious treatment for the 
timetocome. Healfotold them of the entire good fortune he 
had met with, and how he had adminiftered the government, 
and had not negleéted any thing which was for their advantage: 
And as he was very joyful, he now remitted to them the fourth 
part of their taxes tor the laft year. Accordingly they were fo 
pleafed with his favour and {peech tothem, that they went their 
ways with great gladnels, and wifhedthe King all manner of 
happinefs. 


CHAP. III. 


How great Difturbances arofe in Herod's Family on his prefer- 
ring Antipater, his Eldeft Son, before the reft, nll Alexander 
took that Injury very henoufly. 


41. UT now the affairs in Herod’s family were in more 
diforder, and became more fevere upon him, by t 
hatred of Salome to the young men [Alexander and Ariftobu- 
lus], which defcended as it were by inheritance [from their 
mother Mariamne|: And as fhe fully had fucceeded againit 
their rother, fo fhe proceeded to that degree of madnefs and in- 
folence, asto endeavour that none ot her pofterity might be 
"lett alive, who might have it in their power to revenge her death- 
The young men had alfo fomewhat of a bold and uneafy difpo- 
fition towards their father, occafioned by the remembrance of 
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what their mother had unjuftly fuffered, and by their own 
attetlation of dominion ‘The old grudge was alfo renewed 3 
and they caft reproachés on Salome and Pheroras, who re« 
quited the young men with malicious defigns. and aéiuall 
lard treacherous (nares for them. Now, as for this hatred, it 
was equal on both fides, but the manner of exerting that hat~ 
red was different : For, as,for the young men they were rath, 
Feproaching and affronting the others openly, and were unex- 
penienced enough to think it the moft generous to declare 
their minds in that undaunted manner ; but the others did not 
take that method, but made ufe of calumnies after a Subtle 
and a f{pitetul manner, {till provoking the young men, and 
imagining that their boldnefs might in ‘time turn to the offer= 
Ing violence to their father, for inafmuch as‘ they were no# 
alhamed of the pretended crimes of their mother, nor thought 
dhe fuffered juitiy, thefe fuppofed that might at length ex eed 
all bounds, and induce them to think they ought to be aveng~ 
ed on their father, though it were but difpatching him with 
their own hands. At length it came to this, that:the whole 
city was full of thele difcourfes, and, as 13 ufual in fuch con. 
teits, the unfkilfulnefs of the young men was pitied, but the 
- contrivance of Salome was too hard for them, and what im-« 
putations fhe laid upon them came to be believed, by means 
of their own conduct, for they who were fo deeply affected 
with the death of their mother, that while they faid both the 
and themfelves were in a miferable cafe, they vehemently 
complarned of her pittable end. which indeed wastruly fuch, 
and faid that they were themfelves in a pitiable cafe alfo, be- 
caufe they were. forced to live with thofe that had been her 
murderers, and to be partakers with them. | 
2. Thele diforders increafed greatly, and the king’s abfence 
abroad Had afforded ἃ fit opportunity for that increafe ; buc 
as foon as Herod was returned, and had made the fore-men- 
tioried {peech to the multitude, Pheroras and Salome let falk 
words immediately as if he were in great danger, and as if 
the young men openly threatened that they would not fpare 
him any longer, but revenge their mother’s death upon him. 
They alfo added another circumftance, that their hopes were 
fixed on Archelaus, the king of Cappadocia. that they fhould 
-be able by his means to come to Cwiar, and accufe their fa~ 
ther. Upon hearing fuch things, Herod was immediately 
difturbed ; and indced was the n:ore aftonifhed, becaufe the 
fame things were related to hirn by fome others alfo. He then 
called to mind his former calamity, and canfidered that the 
diforders in his family had hindered him from enjoving any 
comfort from thole that were deareft to him, or from his wife 
whomt he loved fo well; and fuflpeéting that his future troubles 
would fooh be heavier and greater than thofe that were paft, 
"he was in great contafion of mind, for divine providence had 
in reality conterred upon him a great many outward advantae 
Vou. Ik. Gg 
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es for his happinefs, even beyond his hopes, but the troub- 

es he had at home were fuch as he never expe&ed to have 
met with and rendered him unfortunate; nay, both forts came 
upon him to fuch a degree as no one could imagine ahd made 
it a doubtful queftion, whether, upon the comparifon of both 
he ought to have exchanged {o great a faccefs of outward 
things for fo great misfortunes at home, or whether he ought 
trot to have chafen to avoid the calamities relating to his fame 
ily, though he had for a compenfation, never been poflefled 
of the admired grandeur of a kingdom. 

3. Ashe was thus diftarbed and affli&ed, in order to deprefg 
thefe young men, he brought to court another οἱ his fons, 
that was born to him when he was a private man : His name 
was Aniipater ; yet did he not then indulge him as he did af- 
terwards, when he was quite overeome by him, and let him 
do every thing as hepleafed, but rather with a defign of de- 
preffing the infolence of the fons of Mariamne, and managing 
this elevation of hig fo that it might be tor a warning to them, 
tor this bold behaviour of theirs | he thought| would not be fo 
great, if they were once perfnaded, that the fueceffion to the 
kingdom did not appertain to them alone, or muft ot neceflity 
come to them. Se he introduced Antipater as their antago- 
nift, and imagined that he made a goed provifion for difcour- 
aging their pride, and that afters this wag done to the young 
men, there might be a proper feafon for expeéting thefe to 
be of a better difpofition: But the event proved otherwife 
than he intended, for the young men thought he did them a 
Very great injury ; and as Antipater was ἃ fhrewd man, when 
he had onee obtained this degree of freedom, and began to 
expeft greater things than he had before haped for, he had but 
one fingle defign in his head, and that ‘was to diftrefs his breth- 
ren, and not at all to yield tothem the pre-eminence, but te 
keep clofe to his father, who was already alienated from them 
by the calumnies he had heard about them, and ready to be 
wrought upon any way his zeal againit them fhould advife 
him to purfue, that he might be continually more and more 
fevere againfithem. Aceordingly all the reports that were 
fpread abroad eame from him, while he avoided himfelf the 
tufpicion as if thofe difceveries proceeded trom him but he 
rather chofe to make ufe of thofe perfons for his afflants that 
were un{ulpecied, and fuch as might be believed to {peak 
truth by rea‘on of the good will he bore to the king ; and in- 
deed there were already nota {ew who cultivated a friendhip 
with Antipatcr, in hopes of gaining fomewhat by him, and 
_ thefe were the men who moft of all perfuaded Herod, becaufe 
they appeared to fpeak thus out of their good will tq him: 
And while thefe joint.accufations, which from various foun. 
dations fupported one another’s veracity, the young men 
ahemlelves afforded farther occafions to Antipater alfo: For 
they were observed to fhed tears often, on account of the Wey 
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jury that was offered them, and had their mother in their 
mouths, and among their friends they ventured to reproach 
their father, as not acting juftly by them! All which things 
were with an evil intention referved in memory by Antipater 
againft a proper opportunity ; and when they were teld to 

Jerod, with aggravations, increafed the diiorders fo much, 
that it brought a great tumult into the family ; for while the 
king was very angry at the imputations that were laid upon 
the fons of Mariamne, and was defirous te humble them, he 
{till increafed the honour that he bad beftowed on Antipateér ; 
and was at laft fo overcome by his perfuafions, that he brought 
his mother to court allo. He alfo wrote frequently to Czlar 
in favour of him, and more earneftly recommended him to ΄ 
his care particularly. And when Agrippa was returning to 
Rome, after he had finifhed his ten * years government in 
Afia, Herod failed from Judea ; and when he met with him, 
he |.ad none with him but Antipater, whom he delivered ta 
Agrippa, that he might take him along with him, together 
with many prefents, that fo he might become Cafar’s fiend, 
infomuch, that things already looked as if he had all his fay 
ther’s favour, and that the young men were entirely resected 
from any hopes of the kingdom, 


CH'AP. IV. 


Bow during Antipater’s abode at Rome, Herod brought Alex- 
ander and Ariftobulus before Cafar and Accufed them. Al- 
exander s Defence of-himfelf before Cafar, and Reconciltay 
tion to fis Father. 


41. AX D now what happened during Antipater’s abfence 

augmented the honour to which he had been pro- 
moted, and his apparent eminence above his brethren, for he 
had made a great figure in Rome, becaufe Herod had fent 
recommendations of him to all hia friends there, only he was 
grieved that he was not at home, ποῦ had proper opportun}- 
ties of perpetually calumniating his brethren ; and his chief 
fear was, left his father thould alter his mind, and entertain a 
moft favgurable opinion of the fons of Mariamne ; and.as δὲ 
had this in his mind, he did not defift from his purpofe, but 
continually ἴσης from Rome any fuch ftories as he hoped 
might grieve and.irritate his father againft his brethren, une 
der pretence indeed of a deep concern for his prefervation, 
but in truth, fuch as his malicious mind diftated, in order to 
purchafe a greater hope of the fucceflion, which yet was al- 


*- This interval of ten years for the duration of Marcus Agrippa’s government 
in Afia, Seems to be true, and agreeable to the Roman hiftory. Sce Uiher's Ase 
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yeady great in itfelf : And thus he did till he had excited fuch ἢ 
a degree of anger in Herod, that he was already become very 
ill difpofed towards the young men ; but ftill, while he de- 
layed to exercife fo violent a difguft againft them, and that 
he might not -either be tou remifs, or too rafh, and {fo offend, 
he thought it beft to fail to Rome, and there accule his fons 
before Cafar, and not indulge himfelf in any fuch crime as 
mhight be heinous enough to be fufpeéted of impiety ; but as 
he was going up to Rome, it happened that he made fuch 
hafte as to meet with Czafar at the * city Aquilei: So when 
he came to the fpeech of Czfar, he afked for a time for hear- 
ing this great caufe, wherein he thought himfelt very miter- 
able, and prefented his fons there, and accufed them οἵ 
their mad aéiions, and of their attempts againft him: That 
** they were enemies to him; and by all the means they were 
able, aid their endeavours to fhew their hatred to their own fa- 
ther, and would take away his life, and fo obtain his kingdom, 
after the moft barbarous manner ; that he had power trom Ce- 
far to difpofe of it, not by neceffity but by choice, to him 
who fhall exercife the greateft piety towards him, while thefe 
my fons are not fo defirous of ruling, as they are, upon a dif- 
appointment thereof, to expofe their own life, if fo be they 
may but deprive their father of his life, fo wild and polluted 
is their mind by time become out of their hatred to him ; that 
whereas he had a long time borne this his misfortune, he wag 
now compelled to lay it before Czfar, and to pollute hia ears 
with fuch language while he himfelf wasts to know what fe- 
verity they have ever fuffered from him ἡ Or what hardthips 
he hath ever laid upon them to make them complain of him ? 
And how they can think it judt that he fhould nat be lord of 
that kingdom, which he in a long time, and with great dan- 
gers had gained, and not allow him to keep it and difpote of 
it to him who fhauld delerve beit ? And this with other advan- 
tages, he propoles as a reward for the piety οἱ fuch an one as 
will hereafter imitate the care he hath taken of it, and that 
fuch an one may. gain fo great a requital as that is: And that 
it 18 an impious thing for them to pretend to meddle with it be- 
fore hand, for-he who hath ever the kingdom jn his view, at 
the fame time reckons upon procuring the death of his father, 
becaufe otherwife he cannot come at the government ; that as 
for himfelf, he had hitherto given them ail that. he was able, 
and what was agreeable to fuch as are fubje& to the royal au- 


- ® Although Herod met Auguftus at Aquilei, yet was this accufation of his fons 
deferred till they came to Ra ne, as § gaffures us, and as we are particularly 0» 
formed in the hiftory of the War, Β. I. ch xxiii. § 3 vol. 111. though what he 
bere fays belonged diftinétly to Alexander the elder brother, I mean his being 
brought to Rome, is here juftly extended to both the brothers, and that not only in 
our eopies, but in that of Zouaras alfo : Nor is there reafon to doubt but they were 
both at this folemn hearing by Auguftus, although the defence were made by A- 
lxander alene, who was the eldeit brother, and one that could {peak very well. 
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thority, and the fons of a king ; what ornaments they wanted, 
with fervants and delicate fare, and had married them into .1e— 
m oft illuftrious families, the one [Ariftooulus} to his tifter’s 

daughter, but Alexander tothe daughter of king Archelaus : 

And what was the greateft favour of all, when their crimes 
were fo very bad. and he had authority to punifb them, yet 
had he not made ule of it againft them, but had brought them 

before Cefar their common benefactor, and had not uled the 

feverity which either as a father who had been impioufly a- 

bufed, or as king who had been affaulted.treacheroufly, he 
might have done, he made them ftand upon the level with him. 
in judgment ; that, however, it was neceffary that all this {hould 

not be paffed over without punifhment, nor himfelt live in the 

greateft fears ; nay, that it was not for their own advantage 
to fee the light of the fun after wnat they have done, although 

they thould efcape at this time, fince they had done the vileft 

things, and would certainly fuffer the greateft punifhments 
that ever were known among mankind.” 

2. Thefe were the accufations which Herod laid with great 
vehemency againit his fons betore Czfar. Now, the young 
men, both while he was {peaking. and chiefly at his conclud- 
ing, wept, and were in confufion. Now, as to themfelves, 
they knew in their own confcierce they were innocent, but 
becaufe they were accufed by their father they were fenfible, 
as the truth was, that it was bard for them to make their apol. 
ogy, fince, though they were at liberty to {peak their minds 
freely as the occafion required, and might with force and 
earneftnefs refute the accufation, yet was it not now decent 
fotodo. There was therefore a difficulty how they thould 
be able to {peak, and tears, and at length a deep groan follow. 
ed, while they were afraia, that if they faid nothing, they 
fhould feem to be in this difficulty from a confciouinefs of 
guilt, nor had they any detence ready, by reaion of their | 
youth, and the diforder they were under ; yet was not Cafar 
unapprifed, when he looked upon them in the contufion the 
were in, that their delay to make their defence did not arile 
from any confcioufnels of great enormities, but from their 
unfkilfulnefs and modefty. They were alfo commiferated by 
thofe that were there in particular, and they moved their ta- 
thers affeG@tions in earneft till he had much.ado to conceal 
them. , 

4. But when they faw there was ἃ Κιπά difpofition arifen 
both in him and in Cefar, and that every one of the reit id 
either thed tears, or at leaft did all grieve with them, the une 
of them, whole name was Alexander, called to tus father, and 
attempted to anfwer his accutation, and faid, “" O father, tine 
benevolence thou haft fhewed to us is evident, even in this 
very judicial procedure, for hadft thou had any pernicious: 
intentions about us.thou hadft not produced us here i etore the 
¢ommon faviour.qt aH, for it was in thy power, buta as a 
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king, and as a father, to putifh the guilty, bat by thus bring. 


ing us to Rome, and making Cafar himlelf a witnefs to whas 


is done, thon intimateft that thou intendeft to fave us, for ne 
one that hath a defign to flay ἃ man will bring him to the tem 
es, and ta the altars ; yet are our circumftances ftill worfe, 
or we cannot endure to live ourlelvea any longer, it it be be- 
lieved that we have injured fuch a tather ; nay, perhaps it would 
be worfe for us to live with this {ufpicion upon us, that ‘we have 
injured him, than to die without fuch guilt: And if our 
detence may he taken to be true we fhall be happy, both in 
pacifying thee, and in efgaping the danger we are in, but if 
this calumny ‘fo prevails, 3t is more than enough for us that 
we have feen the fun this day ; which why fhould we fee, if 
this fufpicion be fixed upon ts ? Now itis ealy to fay of young 
men, that they defire to reign ; and to fay farther, that this e- 
vil proceeds trom the cafe of our unhappy mother. This is 
abundantly fufficient to produce our misfortune out of the 
former: But conlider well whether fuch an accufation does 
not fuit all fuch young men, and may not be faid οἱ them all 
omifcuoufly ? For nothing can hinder him that reigns, if 
e have children, and their mother be dead, but the father 
may have a fufpicion upon all his fons, as intending fome 
treachery to him: Buta fafpicion is not fufficient to prove 
fuch an impious pradice. ow let any man fay. whether we 
have aGtually and infolently attempted any {uch thing, where- 
by aétions etherwifle incredible εἷς to be made credible? Can 
any body prove that poifon hath been prepared ? Or prove a 
confpiracy of our equals, or the corruption of fervants, οἵ 
letters written againft thee ? Thaugh indeed there are none of 
thofe things but have fometimes been pretended by way of ca- 
lumny, when they were never done; for a royal family that 
is at variance with itfelt is a terrible thing ; and that which 
thou calle a reward of piety, often becomes, among very 
wicked men, fuch a foundation of hope, as makes them leave 
no fort of mifchief untried : Nar does any one lay any wick- 
ed prafti¢es to our charge ; but as to calumnies by hearfay, 
how can he put an end to them, wha will not hear what we 
have to fay ? Have we talked with too great freedom? Yes; 
but not againft thee, for that would be unjuft, but againit 
thofe that never conceal any thing that is {poken to them. 
Hath either of us lamented our mother ? Yes; but not becaufe 
fhe is dead, but becaufe fhe was evil {poken of by thofe that 
had no reafon foto do, Are we defiroas of that dominion 
which we know our father is pollefied of ? For what reafon 
ean we do fo? If we already have royal honours, as we have, 
fhould not we labour in vain ? And it we have them not, yet, 
gre not we in hopes of them ? Or fuppofing that we had kuil- 
ed thee, could we expe to obtain thy kingdom ? While nei- 
ther the earth would let us tread upon it, nor the fea let us faci 
upon it, after fuch an attion as that: Nay; the religiba of all 
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your fubje&s, and the piety of the whole nation, would have 
prohibited parricides trom affuming the government, and trons 
* entering into that moft holy temple which was built by thee. 
But fuppole we had made light of other’ dangers can any’ 
rourderer go off unpunilhed, while Cefar is alive? We are 
thy tons, and not fo impious, or fo thoughtlefs, as that comes 
to, though perhaps more unfortunate than is convenient for 
thee. But im cafe thou neither findeft any caufes of come 
laint, nor any tréacherous deligns, what fufficient evidence 
fat thou to make fuch a Wickednel(s of ours credible ? Our 
mother is dead indeed, but then what betel her might be an 
inftruftion to us to caution and not an incitement to wicked. 
πεῖς. We are willing to make a larger apology tor ourfelves, 
but aions never done do not admys of dilcourfe : Nay, we 
will make this agreement with thée, and that before Czfar, 
the lord of all, who is now a mediator hetween us, if thou, 
© father, eanf bring thylelf, by. the evidence of truth, to 
havea mind free from fufpicion concerning us, let us live, 
though even then we fhall live in an unhappy way, tor to be 
acculed of great afte of wickednefs, though falfely, is a ter- 
rible thing ; but if thou haf any fear remainin , continue 
thou on in thy pious life, we. will give this reafon for our 
. own condud, our lite is not fo defiyable to us as to defire to 
have it, if it tend to the harm of our father who gave it us.” 

4. When Alexander bad thus fpoken, Cefar, who did nof 
betore believe fo grofs a calumny ,» was fill more’moved by. it, 
and looked intently upon Herod, and perceived he wasa lit. 
tle contounded, the perfons there prefent were under an anxze 
ety about the young men, and the fame that was fpread ἃν 
broad made the king hated, for the very meredibility of the 
calumny, and the commuferation which the flower of youth, 
the beauty of body, which.were in the young men. pleaded 
for affiftance, and the moze fo or this account, that Alexander 
had made their defence wita dexterity and prudence; nay, 
they did not themlelves any longer continug in thew former 
countenanecs, which had heen bedewed with tears; and caft 
downwards to the ground, but now there arofe ig. them hope 
of the beft: And the king bimielf appeared not to. have bad 
foundation enough to build {uch.an accufation upon, he hav- 
3ng no real evidence wherewxh to gonvidl them. -Indeed he 


¥. Since fome prejudiced men have indulged a wild falpicion, as we have fup- 
pore already, Autiq B. XV. ch. xi. ὃ 7. that Jofephus'’s hiftgry of Herod's ree 
building the temple is no better than ἃ fable, it may not ke amife to take notice of 
this occaftonal ciaufe in the fpeccb of Alexander before his tather Herod, in his 
and his brother’s vindication, which mentions the teniple as knowa hy every bod 
80 have been built by Herod. See John ii 20. See alfo another {peech of Herod's 
own to the young men that pulled down his golden eagle trom the front of the 
temple, where he takes notice, * How the building of the temple coft him a vaft 
fum ; and that the Afamoneans, in thoie 125 years they held the government were 
“mot able ta perforin fo greata work, to the henous of God, ap this.wax”- Antiq, 
B. XVIL. ch. vi. § 3. vou. ΣΙ 


ry 
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wanted fome apology for making thé accufation; but Cefar, 
alter fome deley, faid, That ‘ although young men were 
thoroughly innocent of that for which they were calumniated, 
yet had they been fo far to blame, that they had not demeaned 
themlfelves towards their father fo as to prevent that fulpicion 
which was {pread abroad concerning them. Healfo exhort- 
ed Herod to lay all fuch fufpicions afide, and to be reconcil- 
ed to his fons, for that it was not juit to give any credit to 
fuch reports concerning his own children ; and that this re- 
pentarice on both fides mighe {till heal thofe breaches that had 
bappened between them, and might improve that their goed 
will toone another, where'y thofe on both fides excufing the 
raihnefs of their fufpicions, might refolve to bear a greater 
degree “Ὁ affection towards each other than they had before. 
Atter Cefar had given them this admonition, he beckoned to 
the voung men. Whentheretore they were di'pofed to fall 
down to make interceffion totheir father, he took them up and 
embraced them, as they were in tears, and took each of them 
diftinétly in his arms, ull not one of thole that were prefenr, 
whether freeman or flave, but was deeply affetted with what 
they (ἂν. 

5. Then did they return thanks to Cefar, and went away 
together; and with them went Antipater, with an hypocrit- 
ical pretence that he rejoiced at this reconciliation, And in 
the laft days they were with Czfar, Herod made him a pref. 
ent.of-three hundred talents, as he was then exhibiting thows 
and largeffes to the people of Rome: And Czafar made him 
apreient of half the revenue ot the copper mines in Cyprus, 
and committed the care of the other halt to him, and honour- 
ed hit with other gifts and incomes: And as to his own king- 
dom, he left it in his own power to appoint which of his 
fons he pleafed for his fucceffor, or to diltribute it in parts to 
every one, that the dignity might thereby: come to them all. 
And when Herod was difpo'ed to make fuch a fettlement im- 
‘mediately,. (εἴας faid, “ He would not give him leave to de- 
prive himfelf, while he was alive, of the power, over his 

ingdom, or over his fons” | 

6, Atter this Herod returned to Judea again: But duriag 
his ablence no {mail part of his dominions about Trachon had 
revolted, -whiim-yet the commanders he left there had van- 
quifhed, and compelled to a fubmiffion again. Now, as Her- 
od was failing with his fons, and was come over againft Cili- 
cia, to | the ifland] Eleula, which hath now changed its name 

or Sebafte, he met with Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, 
who received him kindly, as rejoicing that he was reconciled 
to his fons, and that the accufation againft Alexander, who 
had married his daughter, was at anend. They alfo made one 
another fuch prefents as it became kings to make. From 
thence Herod cameto Judea and tothe teniple, where hemade 
a {peech to the people, concerning what had been done in thts 
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his journey : “ He alfo difcourfed them about Czfar’s kind- 
ne{s to him, and about as many of the particulars he had done, ἢ 
as he thought it tor his advantage other people fhould be ac- 
nuainted with. At Jaft he turned his {peech to the admoni- 
tron of his fons ; and exhorted thofe that lived at court, and 
the multitude, to concord : And informed them, that his fons 
were to reign after him ; Antipater firft, and then Alexander 
and Ariftobulus, the fons of Mariamne ; but he defired that at 
prefent they fhould all have regard to himfelf, and efteem him 
king and lord of all, fince he was not yet hindered by old 
age, but was in that period of life when he muft be the mof 
ilful in governing ; and that he was not deficient in other 
arts of management that might enable him to govern the king- 
dom well, and to rule over Fis children alfo. He farther told 
the rulers under him, and the foldiery, that in cafe they would 
look upon him alone, their lite would be led in a peaceable 
manner, and they would make one another happy.” And 
when he had faid this, he difmiffed the aflembly. Which 
fpeech was acceptable to the greateft part of the audience, but 
not fo to them all, for the contention among his fons, and the 
hopes he had given them, occafioned thoughts and defires of 
innovations among them. 


CHAP. V. 


How Herod celebrated the Games that were ta return every fifth 
year, upon the building of Cefarea ; and how he built and a- 
dorned many other places after a Magnificent manner ; and 
did many other a@ions glorioufly. - 


tx. BOUT this time it was that Cefarea Sebafte, which 
A he had built, was finifhed. The entire building be- 

ing accomplithed in the tenth year, the folemnity of it fell τῃ- 
to the twenty-eighth year of Herod’s reign, and into the hun- 
dred and ninety -fecond olympiad : There was accordingly a 
reat feftival, and moft fumptuous preparations made prefent- 
y, in order to its dedication ; for he had appointed a conten- 
tion in mufic, and games to be performed naked : He had al- 
fo gotten ready a great number of thofe that fight fingle com- 
bats, and of beafts tor the like purpofe ; horfe races alfo, and 
the moft chargeable of fuch {ports and fhows as ufed to be ex- 
hibited at Rome, and in other places. He confecrated this 
combat to Cefar, and ordered it to be celebrated every fifth 
ear. He alfo fent all forts οἵ ornaments for it out of bis own 
urniture, that it might want nothing to make it decent: Nay 
Julia, Czfar’s wife, fent a great part of her moft valuable fur- 
niture [from Rome, | infomuch he had no want of any 
thing : The fum of them all was eftimated at five hundred tal. 
ents. Now when a great -multitude was come to that city, 

Vou. Il, Hh 
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to fee the fhows, as well as the ambafladors whom other peo- 

le fent, on account of the benefits they had received [from 
Herod, | he entertained them all in the publicinns and at pub- 
lic tables and with perpetual teafls. this folemnity having in 
the day-time the diverfions of the fights, and in the night-time 
fuch merry meetings as cofi vait fums of money, and publicly 
demonftrated the generofity of his foul, for in all his under- 
takings he was ambitious to exhibit what exceeded whatfoev- 
er had been done before of the fame kind. And it is related 
that Calar and Agrippa often (διά, ‘That * the doniinions of 
Herod were too little tor the greatnefs of his foul, for that he 
deferved to have both all the kingdom of Syria, and that of 
Egypt alfo.” 

2. After this folemnity and thefe feftivals were over, Herod 
erected another city in the plain called Capharfaba, where he 
chole outa fit place, both tor plenty of water, and goodnefs 
of foil, and proper for the produ@ion of what was there plant- 
ed, where a river encompafled the city itfelf, and a grove of 
the δεῖ trees for magnitude was round about it : This he nam- 
ed Antipatris from his father Antipater. He alfo built upon 
another ἴσοι of ground above Jericho. of the fanie name with 
his mother, a place of great fecurity, arid very pleafant for 
habitation, and called it Cypros. He alfo dedicated the fin- 
eft monuments to his brother Phafaelus, on account of the 
great natural affection there had been between them, by ereét- 
ing a tower in the city iffelf, not lefs than the tower of Pharos, 
which he named Phafaelus, which was at once a part of the 
{trong defences of the city, and a memorial for him that was 
deceafed, becaufe it bare his name. He alfo built a city of 
the fame name in the valley of Jericho, as you go from it 
northward, whereby he rendered the neighbouring country 
more fruitlul, by the cultivation its inhabitants introduced ; 
and this alfo he called Pha/faelrs. 

3. But as for his other benefits. it is impoffible to reckon 
them up, thofe which he beftowed on cities, both in Syria 
and in Greece, and in all the places he came to in his voy- 
ages ; for he feems to have conferred, and that after a moft 
plentiful manner, what would minifter to many necefhties, 
and the building of public works and gave them the money 
that was neceflary to fuch works as wanted it, to fupport them 
upon the failure of their other revenues: But what was the 
Breatelt and moft illuftrious of all his works, he ere€ted Apo)- 
o’s temple at Rhodes, at his own expences, and gave them ἃ 
reat number of talents of filver for the repair of their fleet. 

e alfo butlt the greateft part of the public edifices for the in- 
habitants of * Nicopolis, at AGtium: And for the Antioch. 


* Dr. Hadfon here gives us the words of Suetonius concerning this Nicopolis, 
when Auguftus rebuilt ie : ** And that the memory of the viGory at A@ium might 
be celebrated the more afterward, he built Nicopolis at AGium, and appolawd 
public thews to be there exhibited every filth year.” In Augué § 18 
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ians, the inhabitants of the principal city of Syria, where a 
broad ftreet cuts through the place Iengthways, he built cloif- 
ters along it on both fides and laid the open road with polith- 
ed ftone, and was of very great advantage to the inhabitants. 
And as to the olympic games, which were in a very low con- 
dition. by reafon of the failure of their revenues, he recover- 
ed their reputation, and appointed revenues for their mainten- 
ance, and made that folemn meeting more venerable, as to the 
facrifices and other ornaments : And by reafon of this vaft 
liberality, he was generally declared in their infcriptions te be 
one of the perpetual managers of thofe games. 

4. Now fome there are who ftand amazed at the diverfity of 
Herod’s nature and purpofes ; tor when we have refpe& to his 
magnificence, and the benefits which he beftowed on all man- 
kind, there is no poflibility for even thofe that had the leaft 
re{pe& for him, to deny, or not openly to confelfs that he had 
a nature vaftly beneficent ; but when any one looks upon the 

unifhments he inflicted, and the injuries he did, not only to 

is fubje&ts, but to his nearelt relations, and takes notice of his 
fevere and unrelenting di{pofition there, he will be forced to 
allow, that it was brutifh, and a ftranger to all humanity ; in- 
fomuch, that thefe men {uppofe his nature to be different, and — 
fometimes at contradi€tion with itfelf: But lam my felf of 
another opinion, and imagine that the occafion of both thefe 
fort of a€tions was one and the fame ; for being a man ambi- 
tious of honour, and quite overcome by that paffion, he was 
induced to be magnificent, wherever there appeared any hopes 
of a future memorial, or of reputation at prefent ; and as his 
‘expences were beyond his abilities, he was neceflitated to be 
harfb to his fubjetts, for the perfons on whom he expended 
his money were fo many , that they madehim a very bad procur. 
er of it : And becaufe he wus confcious that he was hated by 
thofe under him, for the injuries he did them, he thought it 
not an eafy thing to amend his offences, tor that was inconven- 
ient for his revenue, he therefore ftrove on the other fide to 
make their ill will an occafion of his gains. As to his own 
court, therefore, if any one was not very obfequicue to him in 
his language, and would not confefs himfelfto be his flave, or 
but feemed to think of any innovation in his government, he 
was not able to contain himfelt, but profecuted his very “kin- 
dred and friends, and punifhed them as if they were enemies; 
and this wickednefs he undertook out of a defire that he might” 
be himfelt alone honoured. Now for this my affertion about 
that paffion of his, we have the greateft evidence, by what he 
did to honour Czfar and Agrippa, and his other friends ; for 
with what honours he paid his refpe&s to them who were his 
fuperiors, the fame did he defire to be paid to himfelf ; and 
what he thought the moft excellent prefent he could make 
another, he difcovered an inclination to have the like prefent- 
ed to himfelf. But now the Jewifh nation is by their law a 
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ftranger to all fuch things, and accuftomed to preferrighteouf- 
nefs to glory ; for which reafon that nation was not agreeable 
to him, becaufe it was out of their power to flatter the king’s 


ambition, with flatutes or temples, or any other fuch perform- . 


ances. And this feemsto me to have been at once the oc- 
cafion of Herod’s crimes as to his own courtiers and counfel]- 
lors, and of his benefa@tions as to foreigners and thofe that had 


no relation to them, 
ww 


CHAP. VI. 


An embaffage of the Jews in Cyrene and Afta to Cafar, concern- 
ing ὀαθάξε οἱ εἰς ios had to make ce the Greeks : With 
coptes of the epifiles which Cafar and Agrippa wrote to the 


cites for them. 


4 τ. Now, the cities ill treated the Jews in Afia, and all 
thofe alfo of the {ame nation which lived in Libya, 
which joins to Cyrene, while the former kings had given 


them equal privileges with the other citizens; but the Greeks . 


affronted them at this time, and that fo far aa to take away 
their facred money, and to do them mifchief on other particu- 
lar occafions. hen therefore they were thus affli€ted, and 
found no end of their barbarous treatment they met with a- 
mong the Greeks, they fent ambafladors to Cafar on thofe 
accounts ; who gave them the fame privileges as they had be- 
tore, and fent letters to the fame purpofe to the governors of 
the provinces, copies of which 1 fubjain here, as teftimonials 
at the ancient tavourable difpafition the Roman emperors had 
towards us. 
2. " (κίας Auguftus, high prieft, and tribune of the peo- 
le, ordains thus : Since the nation of the Jews hath been 
ound greatful to the Roman people, not only at this time, 
but in time paft alfo, and chiefly Hyrcanus the high prief, 
under my * father Cafar the emperor, it feemed good to me 
and my counfellors, according to the fentence and oath of 
the people ot Rome, that the εν: have liberty to make ufe 
of their own cuftams, according to the law of their fathers, aa 
they made ufe of them under Hyrcanus the high prieft of Al- 
mighty God ; and that their facred money be not touched, 
but be fent to Jerufalem, and that it be committed ta the care 
of the receivers at Jerufalem ; And that they be not obliged 
to go before any judge on the Sabbath-day, nor on the ¢ day 


© Auguflus here calls Julius πίον his fazher, though by birth he was oaly hig 
ni on account of his adoption by him. See the fame, Antiqg. B. XIV. ch, 
xiv. § 4. 

+ This is authentic evidence, that the Jews, in the days of Auguftus, began to 
prepare for the celebration of the Sabbath at the ninth hour on Friday, as the tre= 


dition of the elders did, it feeme, then require of them, 
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of the preparation to it, after the ninth hour: But if any one 
he caught ftealing their holy books, or their facred money, 
whether it be out of the fynagogue. or public fchool, he thal] 
be deemed a facrilegous perfon, and his goods fhall be brought 
irtathe public trealury of the Romans, And I give order 
that the teftimonials which they have given me, on account o 
my regard to that piety which I exercife toward all mankind, 
and out of regard to Caius Marcus Cenforinus, together with 
the prefent decree he propofed in that moft eminent place which 
hath been canfecrated to me by the community of Afia at An- 
cyra. And if any one tranfgrefs any part_o what is above 
decreed, he fhall be feverely punfhed.” This was in{cribed 
upon a pillar inthe temple of Cefar. 

2. “" δικῶν to Norbanus Flacus, fendeth greeting : Let thofe 
Jews, how many foever they be, who have been ufed, accor 

ing to their ancient cuftom, to fend their facred money ta 
Jerufalem do the fame freely.” Thefe were the decrees of Cafar, 

4. Agrippa alfo did himielf write after the manner follow. 
ing, on behalf of the Jews: ‘‘ Agrippa, to the maagiftrates, 
fenate and people of the Ephefians, fendeth greeting ; I will 
that the oare and cuftody of the facred money that is carried 
to the temple at Jernfalem be left to the Jews of Afia, todo 
with it according to their ancient cuftom ; and that fuch as 
fteal that facred money of the Jews, and fly to a fan@uary, 
fhall be taken thence and delivered to the Jews, by the fame 
law that facrilegious perfons are taken thence, I bave al 
written to Sylvanus the pretor, that no one compel the Jews 
to come before a judge on the Sabbath-day.” 

5. “ Marcus Agrippa, to the magiftrates, fenate, and peo- 

le of Cyrene, fendeth greeting : The Jews of Cyrene have 
interceded with me for the performance of what Auguftus 
fent orders about to Flavius, the then pretor of Libya, and 
to the other procurators of that province, that the facred mon- 
ey may be fent to Jerufalem freely, as hath been their cuftom 
from their forefathers, they complaining that they are abufed 
by certain informers, and under pretence of taxes which were 
not due, are hindered from fending them, which 1 command 
to be reftored without any diminution or difturbance given to 
them : And if any of that facred money in the cities be taken 
from their proper receivers, I farther enjoin, that the fame be 
exactly returned to the Jews in that place.” 

6. ““ Caius Norbanus Flaccus proconful, to the magiftates 
of the Sardians, fendeth greeting ; κίας hath written to me, 
and commanded me not to forbid the Jews, how many foev- 
er they be, from afflembling together according to the cuftom 
oftheir forefathers nor trom fending their money to Jerufa- 
Jem : J have therefore written to you, that you may know that 
both Cefar and I would have yow aé accordingly.” 

1. Nor did Julius Antonius the proconful write otherwife 
To the magiftrates, fenate, and people οἱ the Ephefians fend-’ 
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eth greeting ; as I was difpenfing juftice at Ephefus, on the 
ides of February, the Jews that dwell in Afia demonftrated to 
me, that Auguftus and Agrippa had permitted them to ufe 
their own laws and cuftoms, and to offer thofe their firft fruigs 
which every one of them freely offers to the Deity on account 
of piety, and to carry them in acompany together to Jerufa- 
Jem without difturbance. They alfo petitioned me, that I al- 
fo would confirm what had been granted by Auguftus and A- 
grippa by my own fan@ion. I would therefore have you 
take notice, that according to the will of Auguftus and Agnp- 
pa I permit them to ufe and do according to the cufloms of 
their forefathers without difturbance,” 

8. 1 have been obliged to fet down thefe decrees becaufe the 
prefent hiftory of our own aéts will go generally among the 
Greeks ; and I have hereby demonffrated to them. that we 
have formerly been in great efteem, and have not been prohibited 
by thofe governors we were under trom keeping any of the laws 
of our forefathers ; nay, that we have been fupported by them, 
while we followed our own religion,and the worthip we pay edte 
God: And I frequently inake mention of thefe decrees, in order 
toreconcile other people tous, and totake away the caufes of that 
hatred which unreafonable men bearto us. As tor our * εὐ. 
toms, their is no nation which always makes ufe of the fame 
and in every city almoft we meet with them different trom 
one another ; but natural juftice is moft agreeable ta the ad- 
vantage of all men equally, both Greeks and Barbarians, to 
which our laws have the greateft regard, and thereby render 
us, if we abide in them after a pure manner, benevolent and 
friendly to all men : On which account we have reafan to ex- 
pea the like return from others, and to inform them that the 
ought not to efteem difference of pofitive inflitutions a ful 
cient caufe of alienation, but [Join with usin] the purfuit of 
virtue and probity, forthis belongs ta all men in common, 
and of itfelf alone is fufficient for the prefervation ot human 
life. 1 now return to the thread of my hiftory. 


CHAP. VII. 


How upon Herod's going down into David's fepulchre, the feds- 
tion in his family greatly increafed. 


§ 1. A$ for Herod. he had {pent vaft fums about the cit- 

tes, both without and within his own kingdom : 
And as he had before heard that Hyrcanus, who had been king 
before him, had opened David’s fepuchre, and taken out of it 
three thoufand talents of filver, and that there was much great- 


* The remaining part of this chapter is a remarkable one, as jufly diftingui thing 
matural jufice, religion, and moraiity, from poSitive inftitutioas in all countries » 
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er a number left behind, and indeed enouglt to fuffice all his 
wants, he had a great while an intention to make the attempt; 
and at this time Ee opened that fepulchre by night and went 
into it, and endeavoured that it fhould not be at all known in 
the city, buttook only his moft faithtul friends with him. As 
or any money, he found none, as Hyrcanus had done, but 
that furniture of gold, and thote precious goods that were laid 
up there, all which he took away. However, he had a great 
defire to make a more diligent fearch, and to go farther in, e- 
ven as far as the very bodies of David and Solomon ; where 
two of his guards were flain, by a flame that burft out upon 
thofe that wert in, as the report was. So he -was terribly af- 
frighted, and went out, and built a propitiatory monumen 
that fright he had been in, and this οἵ white ftone at the mo 
of the fepulehre, and that at great expence alfo. And even 
* Nicolaus his hiltoriographer makes mention of this monu- 
ment built by Herod. though he does not mention his goin 
down into the fepulchre. as knowing that a@ion to be of fi 
repute ; and many other things he treats of in the fame man- 
ner in his book ; for he wrote in Herod’s lifetime, and under 
his reign, and fo as to pleafe him, and as a fervant to him, 
touching upon nothing but what tended to his glory, and o- 
penly excufing many of his notorious crimes, and very dili- 
ently concealing them. And as he was deftrous to put hand- 
fome colours on the death of Mariamhe, and her fons, which 
were barbarous a€tions in the king, he tells falfehoods about 
the incontinence of Mariamne, and the treacherous defigns af 
bis fons upon him ; and thus he proceeded in his whole.work 
making a pompous encomium upon what juft aftions he had 
done, but earneftly apologizing for his-unjuff ones. Indeed 
a man, as I faid, may ‘have a great deal to fay by way of ex- 
cufe for Nicolaus ; for he did not fo properly write this as an 
hiftory for others, as fomewhat that might be fubfervient to 
the king himfelt. As for ourfelves, who come of a family 
hearly relied tothe Afmoncan kings, and on that account have 
an honourable place, which is the priefthood, we think it in- 
decent to fay any thing that is falfe about them, and accord. 
ingly we have defcribed their a€tions after an unblemifhed and 
upright manner. And although we reverence many of Her- 


and evidently preferring the former before the latter, as did the true prophets of 
God always under the Old Teflament, and Chrift and his Apoftles always under 
the New ; whence our Jofephus feems to have been at this time nearer Chri@ianity 
than were the Scribes and Pharifees of his age, who, as we know from the New 
Teftament, were catirely of a different opinion and pratice. 

* Iris here worth our obfervation, how careful Jol phus ‘sas as to the difcovery 
of truth in Herod's hiftory, fince we would notfollow Nicolaus of Damafcus him- 
felf, fo great an hiftorian, where there was great reafon to fufpeé that he flattered 
Herod ; which impartiality in hiftory Jofephus bere folemoly profeffes, and of 
which impartiality he has given more demonftrations than almoft any hiflorian 
whomfoever : But aso Herod’s taking great wealth out of David’s fepulchre, the’ K 
eannot prove it, yet do I ftrongly fulpea it from this very hiftory. 
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ud’s pofterity, who ftill reign, yet do we pay a greater re- 
gard to truth than to them, and this though it fometimes hap- 
pens that we incur their difpleafure by fo doing. 

2. And indeed Herod’s troubles in his family feemed to be 
augmentted, by reafon of this attempt he made upon David's 
fepulchre, whether divine vengeance increafed the calamities 
he lay under, in order to render them incurable, or whether 
fortune made an affault upon him, in thofe cafes, wherein the 
feafonablenefs of the caufe made it ftrongly believed that the 
calamities came upon him for his impicty, for the tumult was 
like a civil war in his palace, and their hatred towards one a- 
nother was like that where each one ftrove to exceed another 
igcalumnies. However, Antipater ufed ftratagems_perpetu- 
ally againtt his brethren, and that very cunningly : While a- 
broad he loaded them with accufations, but {till took upon 
him frequently to apologize for them, that this apparent be- 
nevolence to them might make him be believed, and forward 
his attempts againft them, by which means he, after various 
manners, circumvented his father, who believed that all he did 
was for his prefervation. Herod alfo recommended Ptolemy, © 
who was a preat direftor οἱ the affairs of his kingdom to An- 
tipater ; and confulted with his mother about the public affairs 

fo. And indeed thefe were all in all, and did what they pleaf- 
éd, and made the king angry againft any other perfons, as they 
thought it might be to their own advantage : But fill the fons 
of Marjamne were in a worfe and worfe condition perpetual- 
ly, and while they were thruft out, and fet ina more dilhon- 
ourable rank, who yet by birth, were the moft noble, they 
could not bear the difhonour. And for the women, Glaphy- 
ra, Alexander’s wife, the daughter of Archelaus, hated Salo- 
ime, both becau fe of her love to her hufband, and becaufe Gla- 
phyra feemed to behave herfelf fomewhat infolently towards 
Salome’s daughter, who was the wile of Ariftobulus, which 
equality of hers to herfelf Glaphyra took very impatiently . 

3. Now, befides this fecond contention that had tallen a- 
mong them, neither did the king’s brother Pheroras keep him- 
felf out of trouble, but had a particular toundation for fufpi- 
¢ion and hatred ; for he'was overcome with the charms of his 
wife, to fuch a degree of madnefs that he defpifed the king’s 
daughter, to whom he had been betroathed, and wholly bent 
his mind to the other, who had been but a fervant. Herod 
alfo was grieved by the difhonour that was done him, becaule 
he had beflowed many tavours upon him, and had advanced 
him to that height of power that he was almoft a partner with 
him in the kingdom, and faw that he had not made him a due 
return for his favours, and efteemed himfelf unhappy on that 
account. So upon Pheroras's unworthy refufal, he gave the 
damfel to Phafaelus’s fon; but after fome time, when he tho’t 
_the heat of his brother’s affe@tions was over, he blamed him tor 

his former condu@, and defired him to take his fecond daug b- 
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ter, whofe name was Cypros. Ptolemy alfo advifed him te 
leave off affronting his brother, and to forfake her whom he 
had loved, for that it was 4 bale thing. to be fo enamoured of 
a fervant, as to deprive himfelt of the king’s good will to him,.. 
and become an occafton of his trouble, and make himfel€ 
hated by him. Pheroras knew that this advice would be for 
his-‘own advantage, particularly becaufe he had been accufed 
before, and forgiven ; fo he put his wite away although he 
already had a fon by her, and engagedto the king, that he 
would take his fecond daughter, and agreed that the thirtieth 
day after fhould be the day of marriage ; and {ware he would 
have no farther converfation with her whom he had put away ; 
but when the thirty days were over, he was fuch a flave ta 
his affettions, that he no longer performed any thing he had 
promifed, but continued fti)l with his tormer wife. ‘This oc- 
cafioned Herod to grieve openly, and made him angry, while 
the king dropped one word or other againft Pheroras perpetu- 
ally ; and many made the king’s anger am opportunity for 
raifing calummies againft him. Nor had the king any longer 
a fingle quiet day or hour, but occaffons of one frefh quarrel 
or another arofe among his relations, and thofe that were dear- 
eft to him ; for Salome was ot an hartb temper, and ill. natured 
to Mariamne’s fons ; nor would fhe faffer her own daughter, 
who was the wife of Ariftobulus, ome of thofe young men to 
bear a good will to her hufband, but perfuaded her to tell her, 
if he [Δ] ΠΥ thing to her in private, and when any mifun- 
‘derftandings happened, as is common, fhe raifed a great ma- 
ny fufpicions outof it: By which means fhe learned all their 
concerns, and made the damfel ill-natured to the young man. 
And in orderto gratify her mother, fhe often faid, that the 
young men ufed to mention Marianne when they were by 
themfelves ; and that they hated their father, and were contin- 
ually threatening, that if they had once got the kingdom, they 
would make Herod’s fons by his other wives country fchoole. 
mafters, for that the prefent education which was given them, 
and their diligence in learning, fitted them for fuch an em- 
ployment. And as forthe women, whenever they faw them. 
adorned with their mother’s clothes, they threaténed, that in- 
fiead of their prefent gaudy apparel, they fhould be clothed 
in fackcloth, and confined fo clofely that they fhould not fee 
the light of the fue. Thefe ftories were prefently carried by 
Salome to the king, who was troubled to hear them, and en- 
deavoured to make up matters + But thefe fufpicions afflited 
him, and becoming more and‘more uneafy, he believed every 
body againit every body. However, upon his rebuking his 
fons, and hearmg the defence they made for themfelves, he 
was eafier for a while, though a little afterwards much worle 
accidents came upon him. 

4. For Pheroras camé to Alexander, the hufband of Glaphy- 
fa, who vs the daughter of Archelails, as we have already 
OL. [1 λ ᾿ 
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told you, and faid, that he had heard from Salome, that Herod 
was enamoured on Glaphyra, and that his paffion for her was 
incurable. When Alexander heard that. he was all on fire, 
trom his youth and jealoufy ; and he interpreted the inftances 
of Herod’s obliging behaviour to her, which were very fre- 
quent, for the worfe, which came from thofe fufpicions he 
had on account of that word which fell from Pheroras ; nor 
could he conceab his grief at the thing, but informed him 
what words Pheroras had faid. .Upon which Herod was in 2 
greater diforder than ever ; and not bearing fuch a falfe calum- 
ny, ‘which was to his fhame, was much difturbed at it: And 
often didhe lament the wickednefs of his domeftics, and how 
good he had been to them, and how ill requitals they had 
made him. So he fent for Pheroras, and reproached him, 
and faid, ‘* Thor vileft of all men "ἢ art thou come to that un- 
meafurable and extravagant degree of ingratitude, as not only 
to fuppofe fuch things of me, but to fpeak of them? I now 
indeed perceive what thy intentions are: Itis not thy only 
aim to reproach me, when thou ufeft fuch wordsto my fon, 
but thereby to perfuade him to plot againft me, and get me 
deftroyed by poifon. And who 1s there, tf he had not a good 
genius at his elbow, as hath my fon, but would not bear fuch 
a {ufpicion of his father, but would revenge himfelf upon him ? 
Doft thou fuppofe that thou haft only dropped a word for him 
to think of, and not rather haft put a fword into his hand to 
flay his father ? And what doft thou mean, .wher thou really 
hateft both him and-his brother, to‘pretend kindnefs to them, 
only in order to raife a reproach againff me, and talk of fuch 
things as no one but fuch an impious wretch as thou art could 
either devife in their mind, or declare in_their words. Be 
gone, thou art fuch a plague to thy beneta€étor, and thy broth- 
er, and may that evil confcience of thine go along with thee; 
while I ftill overcome my relations by kindnefs, and amf tar 
from avenging myfelf of them, asthey deferve, that I beftow 
greater benefits upon them than they are worthy of.” 
5. Thus did the king fpeak. Whereupon Pheroras, who 
was caught in the very aét of his villany, faid. That “ it was 
‘Salome who was the framer of this plot, and that the words 
came from her.” But as foon as fhe heard that, for fhe wasat 
hand, fhe cried out, like one that would be believed, that no 
{uch thing ever came out of her mouth: That they all ear- 
neftly endeavoured’ to make the kmg hate her, and to make 
her away, becaufe of the good will fhe bore to Herod, and 
becaufe fhe was always forefeeing the dangers that were com- 
ing upon him, and that at prefent there were more plots againft 
Kim than ufuals for while fhe was the only perfon who'per- 
fuaded her brother to put away the wife he now had, and to 
take the king’s daughter, it was no wonder if fhe were hated 
by him. As fhe faid this, and often tore her hair, and oftem 
beat her breafl, her countenance made her denial to be be- 
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Nieved, but the perverfenefs of her manners declared at the 
{ame time her diffimulation in thefe proceedings: But Phe- 
xoras was caught between them and had nothing plaufible to 
offer in his own defence, while he conteffed that he had faid 
what was charged upon him, but was not believed when he 
faid he had heard it trom Salome: So the contufion among 
them was increafed, and their quarrelfome words one to 
another, At laft the king, out of his hatred to his brother 
and fifter, fent them both away ; and when he had commend- 
ed the moderation of his fon, and that he had, himfelf told him 
of the report, he went in the evening to refrefh himfelf. - At- 
ter fuch a conteit as this had fallen out among them; Salome’s 
reputation fuffered greatly fince the was fuppofed to have δε 
saifed the calumny ; and the king’s wives were grievedat het, 
as knowing fhe wasa very ill natured woman, and would 
iometimes be’a friend, and fometimes an enemy at different 
feafons: So they perpetually faid one thing or another againf 
her, and fomewhat that now fell out made them the bolder in 
Speaking againit her. | - . 
6. There was one Obodus, king of Arabia, an ina€tive and 

flothful man in his nature ; but Sylleus managed moft of his 
affairs to him. He was afhrewd man, although he were but 
young, and was handlome withal. This Sylleus, upon fome 
occafiun coming to Herod, ana fupping with him, faw Salome, 
and fet his heart upon her ; and underftanding that fhe was a 
widow, he difcourfed with her. Now becaule Salome was at 
this time lefs in favour with her brother, fhe looked upon 
Sylieus with fome paflion, and was very earneft tp be marri- 
ed to him; and on the days foliowing there appeared many, 
and thofe very great indications of their agreement together. 
Now the women carried this news to the king, and laughed at 
the indecency of it; whereupon Herod enquired about it 
farther of Phereras, and delired him to obferve them at fup- 
per, how their behaviour was one toward another ; who told 
him, that by the fignals which came from their heads and their 
eyes, they both were evidently in love. After this Sylleus 
the Arabian being {ulpefted, went away, but came again two 
or three months afterwards, as it were on that very defign, 
and {pake to Herod about it, and defired that Salome might 
be given him to wife, for that his affinity might not be difad- 
Vantageous to his affairs, by an union with Arabia, the gov- 
ernment of which country was already in effe& under his 
power, and more evidently would be his hereafter. Accor- 
dingly when Herod difcourfed with his fifter about it, and 
afked her, whether fhe were difpofed to this match ἢ She im- 
mediately agreed to it. But when Sylleus was defired to come 
over tothe Jewith religion, and then he fhould marry her 
and that it was impoflible to do it onary otherterms le woul 
not bear that propofal, and went his way ; for he faid. that if 
he fhould do fo, he fhould be ftoned by the Arabs. Thendid 
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Pheroras reproach Salome for her incontinency, as did the 
women much more ; and faid, that Sy lleus had debauched her. 
As for that damfel, which the king had betrothed to his bro- 
ther Pheroras, but he had not taken her, as I have before re- 
lated, becaufe he was enamoured on his former wife. Salome 
defired ot Herod fhe might be given to her fon by Coftobarus ; 
which match he wag very willing to, but was diffuaded trom 
δὲ by Pheroras, who pleaded, that this young man would not 
be kind to. her, fince nis father had been flain by him, an 
that it was more juft that his fon, who was to be his fucceffor 
in the tetrarchy, fhould have her: So he begged his pardon, 
and perfuaded him to do fo. Accordingly the damfel, upon 
this change of her efpoufals, was difpofed οἱ to this young 

an, the fon of Pheroras, the king giving for her portion ap 
hundred talents. Be 


G@HAP, VIII. 


How Herod took up Alexander, and bound him ; whom yet 
Archelaus, King of Cappadocia, reconciled to his Father 
Herod again, 


§ 1. Bu ftill the affairs of Herod's family were no better, 
but perpetually more troublefome. Now this acci- 
dent happened, which arofe trom no decent occafion, byt pro- 
ceeded fo far as to bring great difficulties upon him, There 
was certain eunuchs which the king had, and on account ef 
their beauty was very fond of them ; and the care of bringing 
him drink was entruited to one of them, of bringing his fup- 
per to another, and of putting him to bed to the third, wha 
alfo managed the principal aftairg of the government: And 
there was one told the king that thefe eunuchs were corrupt- 
ed by Alexander the king’s fon, with great {ums of money : 
And when they were afked, whether Alexander had had crim- 
inal converfation with them ? They confeffed it, but faid they 
knew of no farther mifchief of hig againft his father; but 
when they were more feverely tortured, and were in the utmoft 
extremity, and the tormentors, out of compliance-with An- 
tipater, ftretched the rack to the very utmoft, they faid, that 
Alexander bare great ill-will and innate hatred to his father ; and 
that he told them, that Herod defpaired to live much longer ; 
and that in order to cover his great age, he coloured his hair 
black, and endeavoured to conceal what would difcover how 
old he was ; but that if he would apply himfelfto him, when 
he fhould attain the kingdom, which, in fpite of his father 
could come to no one eife, he fhould quickly have the firft 
place in that kingdom under him, for that he was now ready 
to take the kingdom, not only as his birth-right, but by the 
preparations he had made for obtaining it, becayfe a great mar 
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ny of the rulers, and a great many of his friends, were of hig 
fide, and thofe no ill men.neither, ready both to do and ἰὼ fufe 
fer whatfoeyer fhould come on that account. 

2. When Herod heard this conteflion, he was all over an- 
ger and tear, fome parts feeming to him reproachtul, and fome 
made him fufpicioug οἱ dangers that attended him, infomuch, 
that on both accounts he was provoked, and bitterly atrai 
le& fome more heavy plot was Jaid againft him than he hhould 
be then able to efcape frqm ; whereupon he did not now make 
an open fearch, but fent abuut fpies to watch fuch ag he fuf- 
pe‘ted, for he was now oyver-run with fufpicion and hatred ἃ» 
gainit all about him ; and indulging abundance ot thofe ful: 
Ppicions, in order ta his prefervation, he continued to fufpeé& 


thofe that were guiltlels : Nor did he fet any bounds to hime 
| 


felf, but {uppoling that thofe who ftaid with him had the moft 
power to hurt him, they were tq him very frightful ; and for 
thole that did not ufe to come to him, it feemed enough to 
mame them [to make them fufpeéted, | and he thought himfelf 
fafer when they were deftroyed : And at laft his domettica 
were come to that pafs, that being no way fecure of efcaping 
themfelyes, they {ell ta accufing one another, and imagining 
that he who firft accufed another was moft likely to fave him- 
felf ; yet, when any had overthrown others, they were hated, 
and they were thaughr to fuffer juftly, who unjuitly acculed 
others, and they only thereby prevented their own accula- 
tion ; nay, they now executed their own private enmities by this 
means, and when they were caught, they were punifhed in 
the fame way. Thus thefe men contrived to make ufe οἱ this 
Opportunity as an inftrument and a Inare againf{t their enemies, 
et when they tried it, were themfelves caught alfo in the 
ame fnare which they laid for others ; And the king foon re- 
pented of what he bad done, becaufe he had no clear evidence 
of the guilt of thofe whom he had flain ; and yet what was 
ftill more fevere in him, he did not make ule ot his repent- 
ance, in order to leave off doing the like again, but in order 
to infliét the fame punifhment upon their accufers, - 
3. And in this ftate of diforder were the affairs of the palace : 


. And he had already told many of his triends direétly, that they 


ought not to appear betore him, nor ta come into the palace ; 
and the reafon of this injunction was, that [when they were 
there | he had lefs treedom of aéting, or a greater reftraint on 
himfelf on their account : Far at this time it was that he ex- 
elled Andromachus and Gemellus, men who had of old been 
his friends, and been very ufeful to him in the affairs ot his 
kingdom,. and been of advantage to his tamily, by their am- 
baffages and counfels ; and had been tutors to his ions, and 
ina manner the firft degree af freedom with him. He 


"expelled Andromachus, becaufe his fon Demetrius was a 


¢ompanion to Alexander ; and Gemellus, Decaufle he knew 
that he wilhed him well, which arofe trom his having been 
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with him in his youth, when he was at {chool, and abferft at 
Rome. Thefe he expelled out of his palace, and was willing 
enou;h to have done worfe by them; but that he might not 
feem to take fuch liberty again men of fo great reputation, 
he contented nimfelf with depriving them of their dignity, 
and of their power to hinder his wicked proceedings, 

4. Now it was Antipater, who was the caufe οἱ all this ; 
who when he knew what a mad and licentious way οἵ acting 
his father was in, and had been a great while one of his coun- 
fellors, he hurried him on, and then thought he fhould bring 
him to do fomewhat to purpofe, when every one that cou! 
oppole him was taken away. When therefore Andromachus 
and his friends were driven away, and had no-difcourie nor 
freedom with the king any longer, the king, in the firft place, 
examined by torcure all whom he thought to be faithtul to Al- 
exander, whether they knew of any of his attempts againit 
him ; but thefe died without having any thing to fay to that 
matter. which made the king more zealous [after difcoveries, | 
when he could not find out what evil proceedings he {ufpe&- 
ed them of. As for Antipater, he was very fagacious to raife 
a calumny againf thofe that were really innocent, as if theu 
denial was only their conftancy and fidelity [to Alexander.] 
and thereupon provoked Herod to difcover by the torture οἵ 
great numbers, what attempts were {till concealed. Now there 
was a Certain perfon among the many that were tortured, who 
faid, that he knew that the young man had otien taid, that 
when he was commended as a tall man in his body, and a 
fkilful markfman, and that in his commendable exercifes he 
exceeded all men, thefe qualifications given him by nature, 
though good in themfelves, were not advantageous to him, 
becaufe his father was grieved at them, and envied him tor 
them ; and that when he walked along wih his father, he en- 
deavoured to deprefs and fhorten himfelf, that he might not 
appear too tall ; and that when he thot any thing as he was 

unting. when his father was by, he milled his mark on pur- 
pole, tor he knew how ambitious his father was of being fu- 
perior in fuch exercifes. So when the man was tormented a- 

out this faying, and had eafe given his body after it, he ad- 
ded, that he had his brother Aritobulus tor his affiftance, and 
contrived to lie in wait for their father, as they were hunting, 
and kill him; and when they had done fo, to fy to Rome, 
and defire to have the kingdom given them. There were alfa 
letters of the young man tound, wniten to his brother, where- 
in he complained, that his father did not att juftly in giving 
Antipater ἃ country, whofe [yearly | revenues amounted ta 
two hundred talents, Upon thefe conteffions Herod prefent- 
Jy thought he had fomewhat to depend on, in his own opinion 
as to his fufpicion ahout hig fons ; So he took up Alexander 
and bound him : Yet did he ftill continue to be unealy, and 
was a0t quite fatisfied of the truth of what he had heard : and 
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when he came to recolle&. himfelf, he found that they 
had only made juvenile complaints and that it was an increda 
ible thing. that when his fon thould have ffain him he thould 
openly go to Rome [to beg the kingdom ] fo he was defirous 
to have fome furer mark of his fon’s wickednefs,and was very 
folicitous about it, that he might not appear to have condemn- 
ed him to be put in prifon too rathly : So he torturedthe prin- 
cipal of Alexander’s friends, and put not afew of them to 
death, without getting any of the things out of them which 
he fufpe&ted. And while Herod was very bufy about this 
matter, and the palace was full of terror and trouble, one of 
the younger fort, when he was in the utmoft agony,’ confefl- 
ed that Alexander had fent to his friends at Rome, and defir- 
ed that he might be quickly invited thither by Cefar, and 
that he could difcover a plot againft him, that Mithridates the 
king of Parthia, was joined in friendfhip with his father a« 
gainft the Romans, and that he had a poifonous potion ready 
prepared at A fkelon. . ΝΕ 
ς. Τὸ thefe accufations Herod gave credit, and enjoyed 
hereby, in his miferable cafe fome fort of confolation, in ex- 
cufe of his rafhnefs, as flattering himfelt with finding things 
in fo bad a condition : But as for the poifonous potion, which 
he laboured to find, he could find none. _ As for Alexander, 
he was very defirous to aggravate the vaft misfortunes he was 
under, fo he pretended not to deny the accufations, but pun- 
ifh the rafhnefs of his tather with a greater crime of his own ; 
and perhaps he was willing to make his father afhamed of his 
ealy belief of fuch calamities: He aimed efpecially. if he 
could gain belief to his ftory to plague him, and his whole 
kingdom ; for he wrote four lettets and fent them to him, that 
“ he did not need to torture any more perfons; for he had 
plocted againft him ; and that he had for his partners Pheroras, 
and the moft faithtul ot his friends : And that Salome came in 
to him hy night, and that fhe lay with him whether he would 
or no ; and that all men were come to be of one mind, to make 
away with him as foon as they could, and fo get clear of the 
continual fear they were in from him.” Among thefe were 
accufed Ptolemy, and Sapinnius, who were the moft faithful 
friends to the king. And what more can he faid, but that 
thofe who before were the moft intimate friends were become 
wild beafts to one another, as if a certain madnefs had fallen 
upon them, while there was no room for defence or retuta- 
tion, m order to the difcovery of the truth, but all were at 
random doomed to deftrufion ; fo that fome lamented thofe 
that were in prifon; fome thofe that were put to. death, and 
others lamented that they were in the expectation of the fame 
miferies ; and a melancholy folitude rendered the kingdom 
deformed, and quite the reverfe to that happy ftate it was for- 
merly in. Herod’s own life alfo was entirely difturbed ; and 
becaufe he could truft- no Lody, he was forely punifhed by 
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the expeftation of farther mifery, for he often fancied in his 
imagination, that his fon had fallen upon him, or ftood by 
him with a {word in his hand; and thus was his mind night 
and day intent upon thts thing, and revolved it over and over, 
ho otherwife than if he were under a diftrattion. And this 
was thé fad Conditidn Herod was now ih: | 

6. But when Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, heard of the. 
fiate that Hetod was in, and being in great diftrefs about his 
daughter. and the young man [her hufband], and grieving 
with Herod, a4 with a man that was his friend, on account of 
fo ‘great a difturbance as he was under, he came [to Jerufa- 
tem |‘on purpofe to compofe their differences ; and when he 
tottnd Herod in such a temper, he thought it wholly unfeafon- 
able to reprove him, or to pretend that he had done any thing 
rafhly. tor that he fhould thereby naturally bring him to dil- 
pute the point with him, and by ftill more and more apologi- 
aing for himfelf to be the more irtitated, be went therefore 
another way to work, in order to corre&t the former misfor- 
tunes, and appeared angry at the young man, and διά, that 
Herod had been fo very miJd a man that he had not a€ted a 
rath μάτι αἱ αἱ]. He alfo faid, he would diffolve his daughter’s 
mndrriage with Alexander, nor could in juftice {pare his own 
daughter, if the were con{civus ot any thing, and did not in- 
form Herod of it. When Archelaus appeared to be of this 
temper, and otherwife than Herod expeéted of imagined, and 
fdr the main, took Herod’s part, and was angry on his ac- 
count, the king abated of his harfhnefs, and took occafion from 
his appearing to have atted juftly hitherto, to come by degrees 
to put on the affe&tion of a father, and was on both fides to be 
pitied; for when fome perfons refuted the calumnies that 
were laid on the young man he was thrown into a paffion, 
but when Archelaus joined in the accufation, he was diflolved 
into tears and forrow after an affe€tionate manner. According- 
fy he defired that he would no: diffolve his fon’s marriage, and 
became not fo angry as before for his offences. So when Ar- 
chelaus had brought him toa more moderate temper, he trans- 
ferred the calumnies upon his friends; and faid, it muf be 
owing to them that fo young a man, and one unacquainted 
with malice, was corrupted, and he fuppofed that there was 
more reafon to fufpeét the brother than the fon. Upon which 
Herod was very much difpleafed at Pheroras, who indeed 
now had no one that could make a reconciliation between 
him and his brother. So when he faw that Archelaus had the 
preatett power with Herod, he betook himfelf to him, in the 

abit of ἃ mourner, and like one that had all the figns upon 
him of an undone man. Upon this Archelaus did not over- 
look the interceffion he made to him, nor yet did he under- 
take to change the King’s difpofition towards him immediate- 
ly 3 and he faid, that it was better for him to come himfelt to 
the King, and contefs himlelf the occafion οἱ all, that this 
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would make the king’s anger not to be extravagant towards 
him, and that then he would be prefent to affift him. When 
he had perfuaded him to this, he gained his point with both of 
thet ; and the calumnies raifed again the young man were, 
beyond all expeftation, wiped off. And Archelaus, as foon 
as he had made the reconciliation, went then away to Cappa- 
docia, having proved at this jun€ture of time the moft accepta- 
ble perfon to Herod in the world ; on which account he gave 
him the richeft prefents, as tokens of his refpeéts to him, and 
being on other occafions magnanimous, he efteemed him one 
of his deareft friends. He alfo made an agreement with him . 
that he would go to Rome, becaufe he had written to Czfar 
about thefe affairs ; fo they went together as faras Antioch, - 
and there Herod made a reconciliation between Archelaus and 
Titus, the prefident of Syria, who had been greatly at varie 
ance, and /o returned back to Judea. 


. 


CHAP. IX. 


Concerning the revolt of the Trachonites : How Sylleus accufed 
Herod before Cafar : And how Herod, when Cafar was an- 
gry at him, Refolved to fend Nicolaus to Rome. 


§1. WHEN Herod had been at Rome, and was come 
| back again, a war arofe between him and the Ara- 
bians, on the occafion following : The inhabitants of Trach. 
onites, after Czfar had taken the country away from Zenodo- 
rus. and added it to Herod, had not now power to rob, but 
were forced to plough the land. and to live quietly, which 
was a thing they did not like : And when they did take that 
pains, the ground did not produce much fruit for them. How- 
ever, at the firft the king would not permit them to rob, and 
fo they abftained trom that unjuft way of living upon their 
neighbours. which procured Herod a great reputation for his 
care : But when he was failing to Rome, it was at that time 
when he went to accufe his fon Alexander, and to commit An- 
tipater to Czfar’s prote€tion, the Trachonites fpread a report 
as 1| he were dead, and revolted from his dominion, and be- 
took themfelves again to their accuftomed way of robbing 
their neighbours’; at which time the king’s commanders fub- 
dued them during his abfence, but about forty of the princi- 
pal robbers, being terrified by thofe that had been taken, lete 
the country, and retired into Arabia, Sylleus entertaining 
them, after he had miffed οἱ marrying Salome, and gave them 
a place of ftrength, in which they dwelt. So they overran 
not only Judea, but all Celefyriaalfo, and carried off the prey, 
while Sylleus afforded them places of proteétion and quiet- 
nefs during their wicked praétices. But when Herod came 
back from Rome, he perceived that his.dominions had greatly, 
Vou. 1]. Kk 
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fuffeted by them, and fince he could not reach the robbers 
themfelves, becaufe of the fecure retreat they had in that coun- 
try, and which the Arabians government afforded them, and 
yet being very aneafy at the injuries they had done him. he 
went all over Trachonites, and flew their relations ; whereup- 
on thefe robbers were more angry than before, it being a law 
among them to be avenged on the murderers of their relations 
by all poffible means, {fo they continued to tear and rend every 
thing under Herod’s dominion witleimpunity : Then did δα. 
diftourfe about thefe robberies to Saturninus and Volumnius, 
and required that they fhowld be punifhed ; upon which oc- 
cafion they {till the more confirmed themfelves in their rob- 
beries, and became more numerous ; and made very great dif- 
turbances, lay ing wafte the countries and villages that belong- 
ed to Herod’s kingdom, and killing thofe men whom they 
caught, till thefe unjuft proceedings came to be like a real 
war, for the robbers were now become about athoufand. At 
which Herod was fore difpleafed, and required the robbers, 
as well as the money which he had lent Obodas, by Sylieus, 
which was fixty talents, and fince the. time of Payment wags 
now paft, be defired to have it paid him; but Sylleas, who 
had laid Obodas afide, and managed all by himfelt, denied that 
the robbers were m Arabia, and put off the payment of the 
money ; about which there was an hearing before * Saturnin- 
us and Volumnius, who were then the prefidents of Sy na. 
At laft, he, by their means, agreed, that within thirty day’s 
time Herod fhould be paid his money, and that each of them 
fhould deliver up the others fubje&s reciprocally. Now, as 
to Herod, there was not one of the other fubje&s found in 
his kingdom, either as doing any injuftice, or on any other 
account, but it was proved that the Arabians had the robbers 
among them. | 

2. When this day appointed for payment of the money was 
paft, without Sylleus’s performing any part of his agreement, 
and he was gone to Rome, Herod demanded the payment of 
the money, and that the robbers that were in Arabia fhould be 
delivered up ; and, by the permiffion of Saturninus and Vol- 
umnuus, executed the judgment himfelt upon thofe that were 
refraftory. He took an army that he had, and led it into A- 
rabia, and in three day’s time marched feven manfions ; and 
when he came to the garrifon wherein the robbers were, he 
made an affault upon them, and took them all, and demolifbed 
the place, which was called Raepta, but did no harm to any 
others ; but as the Arabians came to their affiftance, under 
Naceb their captain, there enfued a battle, wherein a few of 
Herod's foldiers, and Naceb, the captain of the Arabians, and 


* Thefe joint preSdents of Syria, Satummus and Volumnius, were not pertape 
ef equal authority, but the latter like a procurator under the former, as the Very 
learned Noris and Pagi, and with them Dr. Hodfon, determine, 
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about twenty of his foldiers fell, while the reft betook them- 
felves to flight. So when he had brought thefe to punifhment, 
he placed three thoufand Idumeans in Trachonitis, and there. , 
by reftrained the robbers that were there. He alfo fent an ac- 
count to the captains that were about Phenicia, and demon- 
ftrated that he had done nothing but what he ought to do in_: 
punifhing the refra@ory Arabians, which, upon an exa@ in~ ~~ 
quiry. they found to be no more than what was true. 

3. However, meffengegs were hafled away to Sylleus to 
Rome, and informed him what had been done, and, as is ufual, 
aggravated every thing. Now Sylleus had already infinwated 
himfelf into the knowledge οἱ Czfar, and was then about the 

alace : and foon as he heard of thefe things, he changed his 
bit into black, and went in, and told Czlar, That ‘* Arabia 
was affli€ted with war, and that ail his kingdom was in great 
confufion, upon Herod’s laying it wafte with his army ; and 
he faid, with tears in his eyes, that two thoufand five hundre 
of the principal men among the Arabians had been deftroyed, 
and that their captain Nacabus, his familiar friend and kinf- 
man, was flain ; and that the riches that were at Raepta were 
carried off ; and that Obodas was defpifed. whofe infirm ftate 
of body rendered him anfit for war ; on which account nei- 
ther he, nor the Arabian army, were prefent.” When Sylle- 
us faid fo, and added invidioufly, ‘That ‘‘ he would not him- 
felf have come out of the country, unlefs be had believed that 
Czfar would have provided that they fhould all have peace 
one with another, and that, had he been there, he would have 
taken care that the war fhould not have been to Herod’s ad- 
vantage.” Czfar was provoked when this was faid ; and alk- 
ed no more than this. one queltion, both of Herod’s friends. 
that were there, and of his own friends, who were come from 
Syria, “" Whether Herod had led an army thither ?” and when 
they were forced to contefs fo much, Cafar, without ftaying 
to hear for what reafon he did it”and how it was done, grew 
very angry, and wrote to Herod fharply. The fum of his e- 
piftle was this: That “ whereas of old he had ufed him as his 
friend, he fhould now ufe him as his fubjeét.” Sylleus alfo‘ 
wrote an account of this to the Arabians ; who were fo elevat- 
ed with it, that they neither delivered up the robbers that had 
fled to them, nor payed the money that was due: They re- 
tained thofe paftures alfo which they had hired, and kept them 
without paying their rent, and all this becaufe the king of the 
jews was now in a low condition, by reafon of Czfar’s anger 
at him. Thofe of Trachonitis alfo made ufe of this opportu. 
nity, and role up againft the Idumean garrifon, and tollowed 
the fame way of robbing with the Arabians, who had pillaged 
their country, and were more rigid in their unjuft proceed. 
ings, not only in order to get by it, but by way of revenge 


QO. 
4. δν Herod was forced to bear all this, that confidence of 
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his being quite gone with which Cezfar’s favour ufed to in- 
{pire him ; for Czfar would not admit fo much as an ambaf- 
fage trom him, to make an apology for him : And when they ἡ 
came again, he fent them away without fuccefs: So he was 
caft into fadnefs and fear ; and Sy lleus's circumftances griev- 
ed him exceedingly, who was now believed by Czfar, and 
was prefent at Rome, nay fometimes afpiring higher. Now 
it came to pals that Obodas was dead: And Eneas, whofe 
name was afterward changed to * Aretas, took the govern- 
_ ment, for Sylleus endeavoured by calumnies fo get him turn- 
ed out of his principality, that he might himfelf take it ; with 
which defign he. gave much money to the courtiers,and prom- 
ifed much money to Cefar, who indeed was angry that Are- 
_ tas had not fent to him firft before he took the kingdom, yet 
did Eneas fend an epiftle and prefents to Czfar, and a golden 
crown of the weight of many talents. Now that epiftle ac- 
cufed Sylleus as having been a wicked fervant, and having 
killed Obodas by poifon ; and that.while he was alive, he had 
governed him as he pleafed ; and had alfo‘debauched the wives 
of the Arabians ; and had borrowed money, 1n order to obtain 
the dominion for himfelf ; yet did not δικῶν give heed to 
thefe accufations, but fent his ambaffadors back, without re- 
ceiving any of his prefents : But in the mean time the affairs 
of Judea and Arabia became worfe and worfe, partly becaufe 
of the anarchy they were under, and partly becaufe, as bad 
as they were nohody had power to govern them, for of the 
two kings, the ane was not yet ‘confirmed in his kingdom, and 
fo had noc authority fufficient to reftrain the evil doers ; and as 
for Herod, Cafar was immediately angry at him, for having a- 
venged himfelf, and fo he was compelled to bear all the injuries 
that were offered him. At length, when he faw no end of the 
- muifchiet which furrounded him he refolved to fend ambaffa- 
dors to Rome again, to fee whether his friends had prevailed 
to mitigate Czfar, and taaddrefs themfelves to Czfar himfelf  Σ 
and the ambaffador he fent thither was Nicolaus of Damatcus, 


CHAP. X. 


How Eurycdes falfely accufed Herod’s fons ; and how thar Fa- 
their bound them. and wrote to Cafar about them. ΟἹ Sylleus, 
and how he was accufed by Nicolaus. τος 


δ 1, THE diforders about Herad‘s family and children a- 
_ bout this time grew much worfe ; for it now appear- 
ed certain, nor was it unforefeen betore hand, that fortune 


* This Aretas was now become fo eftablifhed a name for the kings of Arabia, 
{at Petra and Damafcus, | that when the cro vn came to this Eneas, “he changed hig 
mame to 4Aretas, as Havercamp bere jultly oblerves. See Antig. B. XILMPch. xv. 
49. yo! 11. 
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threatened the greateft and moft unfupportable misfortunes 
poffible to his Tingdom. Its progrefs and augmentation at 
this time arofe on the occafion following: One Eurycles, a 
Lacedemonian (aperfon of note there, but a manof a perverfe 
mind, and fo cunning in his ways of voluptuoufnefs and flat- 
tery, as to indulge both, and yet feem to indulge neither of 
them), came in his travels to Herod, and made him prefents, 
but fo that he received more prefents from him. Healfo took’ 
fuch proper f{eafons tor infinuating himfelf into his friendthip, 
that he became one of the moft intimate of the king’s friends. 
He had his lodging in Antipater’s houfe ; but he had not on- 
ly accefs, but free converfation with Alexander. as pretend. 
ing to him that he was in great favour with Archelaus, the 
king of Cappadocia ; whence he pretended mych refpe& to 
Glapbyra, and, in an occult manner, cultivated a triendfhip 
with them all, but always attending to what was faid and done, 
that he might be furnifhed with calumnies to prefs them all. 
In fhort, he behaved himfelf fo to every body inhis converf{a- 
tion, as to appear to be his particular friend, and he made oth- 
ers believe that his being any where was for that perfon’s ad- 
vantage. So he won upon Alexander, who was but young ; 
and perfuaded him, that he might open his grievances to him 
with afflurance, and with nobody elfe. So he declared his 
grief to him, how his father was alienated from him. He related 
to him alfo the affairs of his mother, and of Antipater; that he 
had driven them from their proper dignity, and had the pow- 
er over every thing himlelf ; that no part of this was tolerable, 
fince his father was already come to hate them ; and he added, 
that he would neither admit them ‘to his table, nor to his con- 
‘ verfation. Such were the complaints, as was but natural, of 
Alexander about the things that troubled him : And thefe dif- 
courfes Eurycles carried to Antipater ; and told him, he did 
not inform him of this on his own account, but that being o- 
vercome by his kindnefs, the great importance of the thing 
obliged him to doit: And he warned him to havea care of 
Alexander, for that what he faid was fpoken with vehemen- 
cy, and that, in confequence of what he faid, he would cer- 
tainly kill him with his own hand. Whereupon Antipater, 
thinking him tobe his friend by this advice, gave him pref- 
ents upon all occafions, and at lengthperfuaded him to intorm 
Herod of what he had heard. So when he related to the king; 
Alexander’s ill temper, as difcovered by the words he had 
heard him fpeak, he was eafily believed by him, and he there- 
by brought the king to that pafs, turning him about by his 
words, and irritating him, till he increafed his hatred to him, 
and made him implacable, which he fhewedat thatvery time,: 
for he immediately gave Eurycles a prefent of fifty talents ; 
who, when he had gotten them, went to Archelaus, king of 
Cappadocia, and commended Alexander before him, and 
told him that he had been many ways of advantage to him, in 
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making a reconciliation between him and his father. So he 
got money from him alfo, and went away, before his perni- 
cious practices were found out; But.when Eurycles was re- 
turned to Lacedemon, he did not leave off doing mifchief, and 
{o, for bis many afs of injuiice, he was banifhed from his 
own country, . 

2. But as for the king of the Jews, he was not now in the 
temper he was in formerly towards Alexander and Ariftobu- 
lus, when he had been contert withthe hearing their calum- 
nies when others told him of them, but he was now come to 
that pafs as to hate them himfelf, and to urge men to {peak a- 
gaift them, though they did not do it of themfelves. e allo 
obferved all that was faid. and put queftions, and gave ear to 
every one that would but {peak, it they could but fay any 
thing againit them, till at length he heard that Euaratusof Cos 
was a confpirator with Alexander ; which thing to Herod was 
the moft agreeable and {weeteft news imaginable. 

. But il a greater misfortune came upon the young men ; 
while the calumnies againft them were continually increafed, 
and, 28 a man may fay, one would think it was every one’s 
endeavour to lay fome grievous thing to their charge, which 
might appear to be tor the king’s prefervation. There were 
two guards of Herod’s body, who were in great efteem for 
their ftrength and tallnefs, Jucundusand Tyranus; thefemen 
had been caft off by Herod, who was difpleafed at them ; thefe 
now ufed to ride along with Alexander and for their fkill in 
their exercifes were in great efteem with him, and had fome 
gold and other gilts hefowed on them. Now the king hav. 
ing an immediate fufpicion of thofe men, had them tortured ; 
who endured the torture courageoufly for along time, but at 
laft confeffed, that Alexander would have perluaded them to 
kill Herod, when he was in purfuit of the wild beafts? that it 
might be faid he fell trom his horfe, and was ran through with 
his own {pear, for that he had once fuch a misfortune tormer- 
iy They alfo fhewed where there was money hidden in the 

ble under ground, and thefe convicted the king’s chict hun- 
ter, that he had given the young men the royal hunting {pears 
an weapons to Alexander's dependents, at Alexander's com- 
mand, 

4. After thefe the commander of the garrifon of Alexandri- 
um was caught and tortured ; torhe was accufed to have prome 
ifed to receive the young men into his fortrefs, and to fupply 
them with that money οἱ the king’s which was laid up in that 
fortre{s, yet did not he ack:nowledge any thing of it himfelf ; 
but his fon came in, and faid, it was fo, and delivered up the 
writing, which, fo far as could be gueffed, was in Alexander's 
hand. Its contents were thefe: ‘When we have fnifhed, 
by God's help, all that we have propofed to do, we will come 
to you , but do your endeavours, as you have promifed, to 
receive us into your foruels,” After this writing was pro- 
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duced, Herod had no doubt about the treacherous defigns of 
his fons againft him. But Alexander faid, that Diophantus 
the {cribe, had imitated his hand, and that the paper was ma- 
licioufly drawn up by Antipater; for Diophantus appeared 
to be very cunning in fuch praftices. and as he was afterward 
conviéied of forging other papers, he was put to death for it. 

5. So the king produced thofe that had been tortured before 
the multitude.at Jericho, im order to have them accufe the 
young men; which accufers many of the people ftoned to 
death ; and when they were going to kill Alexander and Arif- 
tobulus likewife, the king would not permit them to do fo, 
but retrained the multitude, by the means ot Ptolemy and 

heroras. However, the young men were put under a guard, 
and keptin cuftody, that no body might come at them; and 
all that they did or faid was watched ; and the reproach and 
fear they were in was little or nothing different from thofe of 
condemned criminals: And one ot them, who was fo deeply 
affe&ted, that he brought Salome, who was his aunt, and his 
mother-in-law to lament with htm for his calamities, and to 
hate him who had fuffered things to come to that pafs; when 
he faid to her, “‘ Art not thou in danger of deftru@ton alfo 
while the report goes that thou hadft difclofed before hand al 
our affairs to Sylleus. when thou waft in hopes of being mar- 
ried tohim ?” But the immediately carried thofe words to 
her brother : Upon this he’ was out of patience, and gave 
command to bind him; and enjoined them both, now they 
were kept feparate one from the other, to write down the ill 
things they had done againft their father, and bring the writ-. 
ingsto him. So when this was enjoined them, they wrote this, 
that they had laid no treacherous defigns, nor made any pre- 
parations againft their father, but that they had intended to fly 
away ; and that by the diftrefs they were in, theirs lives being 
how uncertain and tedious to them. 

6. About this time there tame an ambaffador out of Cappa- © 
docia from Archelaus, whofe name was Méelas - He was one 
of the principal rulers under him. So Herod being defirous 
to fhew Archelaus’s ill-will to him, called for Alexander, as 
he was in his bonds, and afked him again concerning his flight, 
whether and how they had refolved to retire? Alexander re- 
plied, “Τὸ Archelaus, who had promifed to fend them away 
to Rome, but that they had no wicked nor mifchievous defigns 
againft their father, and that nothing of that nature which their 
adverfaries had charged upon them was true; and that their 
defire was, that he might have examined Tyrannus, and Ju- 
cundus more ftri@ly, but that they had been fuddenly flain 
by the means of Antipater, who put his own friends among 
the multitude [tor that purpofe}.” 

7. When this was faid, Herod commanded that both Alex 
ander and Melas fhould be carried to Glaphyra, Archelau’s 
daughter, and that fhe fhoutd be afked, whether fhe did not 
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know fomewhat of Alexander’s treacherous defigns againf#f 
Herod ? Now as foon as they were come to her, and fhe faw 
Alexander in bonds, fhe beat her head, and, in a great confler- 
nation, gave 4 deep anda moving groan. The young man al- 
fo fell into tears. This was fo miferable a ipe€tacle to’ thofe 
prefent, that, for a great while, they were not able to fay or 
to doany thing; but at length Ptolemy, who was ordered to 
bring Alexander, bid him fay, whether hi- wile were confcious 
οἱ his ations ? He replied, ‘* How is it poffible that fhe, whom 
I love better than my own foul. and by whom I have had 
children, fhould not know what I do ἡ Upon which fhe cri- 
ed out, That “ fhe knew of no wicked defigns of his ; but that 
yet, it her accufing herfelf falfely wou!d tendto his preferva- 
tion, the would confefs it 41}. Alexander replied, “ There 
isno fuch wickednefs as thofe (who ought the leaft of all fo to 
do) fufpe&, which either .1 have imagined, or thou knoweft of, 
but this only, that we had refolvedto retire to Archelaus, and 
from thence to Rome.” Which the alfo confeffed. Upon which 
Herod, fuppofing that Archelaus’s ill-will to him was fully 
proved, he fent a letter by Olympus and Volumnius, and 
bid them, asthey failed by, to touch at Eleufa of Cilicia, and 
gave Archelaus the letter. And that whenthey had expof- 
tulated with him, that he had an hand in his fon’s treacherous 
defign againft him, they fhould from thence fail to Rome ; 
and that, in cafe they found Nicolaus had gained any ground, 
and that Czfar was no longer difpleafed at him, he fhould give 
his letters, and the proofs which he had ready to fhew againft 
the young men. As to Archelaus, he made this defence for 
himfelf, That “he had promifed to receive the young men, 
becaufe it was both for their own and their father’s advantage 
{fo to do, left fom too fevere procedure fhould be gone upon in 
that angér and diforder they were in on occafion of the prefent 
fufpicions; but that ftill he had not promifed to fend them to 
Cefar ; and'that he had not promifed any thing elfe tothe young 
men that could thew ill. will to him.” 

8. When'thefe ambaffadors were come to Rome, they hada 
fit opportunity of delivering their letters to Cafar: Becaufe 
they found him reconciled to Herod ; for the circumftances of 
Nicolaus’s ambs flage had been as follows: As foon as he was 
come to Rome, and was about the court, he did not firft of all fet 
about what he was come for only, buthe thought fit alfo to ac- 
cufe Sylleus. Now the Arabians, even belore he cameto talk 
with them, were quarrelling one with another; and fome of them 
lett Sylleus’s party, and joining themfelves to Nicolaus, in- 
formed him of all the wicked things that had been done: And. 
produced to him evident demonitrations of the flaughter of a 
great number of Obodas’s friends by Sylleus, for when thefe 
men left Sylleus they had carried off with them thofe whereby 
they could convi him. When Nicolaus faw fuch an oppor- 
tunity afforded him, he made ufe of it, inorder to gain his own 
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point afterward, and endeavoured immediately to make a 
reconciliation between Czfar, and Herod; for he was fully 
fatisfied. that if ὲ fhould defire to make a detence for Her- 
od dire&ly, He fhduld not be allowed that liberty ; but that 
if he defired to accufe Sylleus, there would an occafion pre- 
fent itfelf of {peaking on Herod’s benalt. So when the caufe 
was ready fora hearing and the day was appointed, Nicolaus, 
while Aretds’s ambaffladors Were prefent, accufed Sy Iletis, and 
faid, That “ he iniputed to him the deftrbAtion of ‘the king 
Obodas], and of many others of the Arabiaris : That he ha 
orrowed money for no good defign ; and he proved that he 
had beer guilty of adultery, not only with the Arabians, but 
᾿ Roman women alfo.” And lie added, That ‘* above all the 
reft he had alienated Caelar from Herod ; and that all that he 
had faid about the a&tions of Herod Were falfities.” When 
Nicolaus was come to this topic, Cefar topped. him trom 
going on; and defired hirti only to fpeak to this affair. ot Her- 
od’s ; and (ὃ fhew that ‘“‘ he had not led an army into Arabia, 
nor {lain two thoularid five hundred men there; nor taker 
prifoners, nor pillaged the country.” To which Nicolaus 
ynade this anfwer, ‘‘ I fhall principally demonftrate that ei- 
ther nothing at all, or but a very little of ‘thofe imputations 
are trli¢é, dt which thoi haft béeri iriformed, fog had they beer 
true, thou mighteft jultly have been ftill miore angry at Her- 
od.” At this ftrange dffertion, Cefar was very attentive: 
Arid Nicolaus faid, That ‘‘ there was a debt due to Herod of 
five hundred talents, and a bond, wherein it was written, that 
-it the time appointed be elapfed, it fhould be lawful to make 
a feizure out of any paft of his country. Ais for the pretetid- 
ed army, he faid, it was no army, but a party fent out to re- 
Quire the juft payment of the money : That this was not fent 
immediately, nor fo foon as the bond allowed, but that Syl- 
leus had frequently come before Saturninus, and Volumnius, 
the prefidents ot Syria ; and that at laft he had fworn at Bery- 
tus, * by the fortune, that he would certainly pay the money 
within thirty days, and deliver up the fugitives that Were un- 
der his dominion. And that when Sylleus had pertormed no< 
thing of thig, Herod came again before the prefidents ; and 
upon their permiflion to make a fetzure of his money, he with 
difficulty, went out of his country witha party of foldiers 
for that purpofe. And this is al] the war which thefe men fo 
tragically deferibe ; and this is the affair of the expedition 
into Arabia. And how can this be catled a war ? hen thy 
prefidents permitted it ; the covenants allowed it ; and it was 
not executed till thy name, O Czlfar, as well as that of ‘the 
other gods, had been protaned. And now 1 muft {peak in 
erder about the captives. ‘There were robbers that dwelt in 


5. This oath, dy the fortune of Cefar, was put to Polycarp, s bifhop of Smyma, 
by the Roman governor, to try whether he were a Chriftian, as they were then εἰ» 
tcemed who retufed to {wear thatoath Martyrs, Polycarp, § 9. 
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Trachonitis: At firft their number was no more than forty, 
but they became more afterwards, and they efcaped the pun- 
ifhment Herod would have inflifted on them, by making Ara- 
bia their refuge. Sylleus received them, and fupported them 
with food, that they might be mifchievous to all mankind, 
and gave them a country to inhabit, and himfelf received the 

ains they made by robbery ; yet did he promife that he would 

eliver up thefe men, and that by the fame oaths, and fame 
time that he {ware and fixed for payment of his debt : Nor 
can he by any means fhew that anv other perfons have at this 
time been out of Arabia befides thefes and indeed not all 
thefe neither, but only fo many 4s could not conceal them- 
felves. And thus does the calumny of the captives, which 
hath been fo odioufly reprefented. appear to be no better 
than a fittion and a lie made on purpofe to provoke thy ine 
dignation ; tor I venture to affirm, that when the forces 
the Arabians came upon us, and one or two of Herod's party 
fell, he then only defended himfelf, and there fell Nacebus 
their general, and, in all, about twenty-five others, and no 
more ; whence Sylleus, by multiplying every fingle foldier 
to an hundred, he reckons the flain to have been two thou- 
fand five hundred.” 

η. This proyoked Czfar more than ever: So he turned te 
Sylleus full of rage, and afked him how many of the Arabi- 
ans were flain ἡ Hereupon he hefitated, and faid he had been 
impofed upon. The covenants alfo were read about the mo- 
ney he had borrowed, and the letters of the prefidents of 
Syria, and the complaints of the feveral cities, fo many ashad 
been injured by the robbers. The conclufion was this, that 
Sylleus was condemned to die, and that Cefar was reconcil- 
ed to Herod, and owed his repentance for what fevere things 
he had written to bim, occalioned by calumny, infomuch, 
that he told Sylleus that he had compelled him, by his lying 
account of things, to be guiliy of ingratitude again a man 
that was his friend. At the lait all came to this, Sylleus was 
fent away to anfwer Herod’s fuit, and to repay the debt that 
he owed, and after that to be punifhed [with death]: But 
ftill Caefar was offended with Kretas that he had taken upon 
himfelf the government, without his confent firft obtained, 
for he had determined to θεῖον Atabia upon Herod ; but 
that the letters he had fent hindered him from {fo doing, for 
Olympus and Volumnius perceiving that Cafar was now be- 
come favourable to Herod, thought fit immediately to deliver 
him the letters they were commanded by Herod to give him 
concerning his fons. When Czfar had read them, he thought 
it would not be proper to add another government to bum, 
now he was old, and in an ill ftate with relation to his fons, fo 
he admitted Aretas’s ambaffadors; and after he had juft re- 
proved him for his rafhnefs, in not tarrying till he received 
the kingdom from him, he accepted of his prefents, and con- 
firmed him in his government. 
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CHAP. XI. 


How Herod, by permiffion from Cafar, accufed his Sons before 
an Affembly of Fudges at Berytus; and what Tero fuffered 
Sor ufing a bourdlefs and military Liberty of Speech. Con- 
cerning alfo the Death of the Young Men, and their burial at 
Alexandrium. 3 


4 τὸ (ΤΟ Cefar was now reconciled to Herod ; and wrote 
thus tohim, That ‘‘ he was grieved for him on: 80- 
count of his fons ; and that in cafe they had been guilty of 
‘any profane and infolent crimes again{t him, it would behove 
him to punilh them as parricides, for which he gave him 
power accordingly ; but if they had only contrived to fly 
away, he would have him give them an admonition, and not 
proceed to extremity withthem. He alfo advifed him to get 
an affembly together, and to appoint fome place near * Bery- 
tus, which is a city belonging to the Romans, and to take the 
prefidents of Syria, and Archelays king of Cappadocia, and 
as many more as‘he thought to be illuftrious, for their triend- 
fhip to him, and the digmities they were in, and determine 
what fhould be done by their approbation.” Thefe were the 
direftions that Cafar gave him. Accordingly Herod, when 
the letter was brought to him, was immediately very glad of 
Cefar’s reconciliation to him, and very glad alfo that he had 
a complete authority given him over his fons, And it ftrange- 
ly came about, that whereas before in his adverfity, though 
he had indeed fhewed himfelf fevere, yet had he not been very 
γαίῃ, nor hafty in procuiing the deftruftion of his fons, he 
now, inhis profperity, took advantage of this change for the 
better, and the treedom he now had, to exercife his hatred 
againft them, after an unheard-of manner; he theretore fent 
and called as many as he thought ft to this aflembly, except- 
ing Archelaus, for as tor bim ne either hated him, fo that he 
would not invite him, ar he thought he would be an obftacle 
to his defigns. 
2. When the prefidents, and the reft that belonged to the 
ities, were come to Berytus, he kept his fons in a certain 
village belonging to Sidon, called Platana, but near to thié 
sy that if they were called he might produce them; for he 
did not think fit to bring them betore the aflembly : And when 
there were one hundred and fifty affeffors prefent, Herod came 


9 What Joflepbas relates Auguftus to have here faid, that Berytus was ἃ city be 
longing to the Romans, is confirmed by Spanheim’s avics here, * It was, fays he, 
a colony placed there by Auguftus. Whence Ulpian, De cenf. bel. L.T. ΧΡ. The 
colony of Berytus was rendered famous by the benefits of Lefars And thince it is that, 
among the coins of Auguftus, we meet with feme having this infcription: The 


Lappy colony of dugyftes at-Berytys.” 
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by himfelf alone and accufed his fons, and that in-fuch away. 
as if it were not a melancholy accufation, and not made but 
out of neceflity, and upon the mistortynes he was under; in- 
deed .in fuch a way, as was very indecent for a father to ac- 
cufe his fons, for he was very vehement, and difordered, 
when he came to the demonttration of the crime they were 
accufed of, arid gave the greateft figns of paflion and_ barbart- 
ty : Nor would he fuffer the affeflors to confider of the weight 
of the evidence, but afferted them to be true by big own au- 
thority, after a manner moft indecent in a father againft his 
fons, and read himielf what they themfelves had written,’ 
wherein there was no conteflion of any plots or contrivances 
againft him, But only how they had ‘contrived to fly away, 
and containing withal certain reproaches againit him, on ac- 
count ot the ill-will he bare them; and when he came ta thofe 
reproaches, he criéd out moft οἱ all, and exaggerated what 
they faid, as if they had confeffed the defign againft{ him, and 
took his oath that he had rather Jofe his life than hear fuch re- 
proachful words. At laft he faid, That ‘* he had fufficient 
authority both by nature, and by Czfar’s grantto him [to 
do what he thought 1}. He alfo added an allegation of a law 
of their country, which enjoined this. That 11 parents laid 
their hands on the head of him that was accufed, the ftanders, 
by were obliged to caft ftones at him, and thereby to flay him ? 
Which though he were ready. to dg in his own country and 
kingdom, yet did he wan far their determination, that yet 
they came thither not fo much as judges. to condemn them 
for fuck maniteft defigns again& him, whereby he had almoft 
perifhed by his {on’s means, but as perfons that had, an oppor- 
tunity of fhewing their deteftation of fuch praétices, and de- 
claring how unworthy a thing it muff bein any, even the 
moft remote, to pafs over fuch treacherous deligns [ without 
punifhment."| § © © 07 τ  - 
3-’When the king had faid this, and the young men had 
not been produced to make any defence for themfelves, the. 
affeffors perceived there was no raom for equity, reconcilia- 
tion, fo they confirmed his authority, And in the firft place, 
Saturninus, a perfon that had been conful, and one of great 
dignity, pronounced his fentence, but with great moderation, 
andtrouble ; and faid, That ‘‘ he condemned Herod’s fons, 
but did not think they fhould be put to death. He had fons 
of his own, and to put one’s fon to death, is a greater mistor- 
tune than any other that could befal him by their means.” 
After him Saturninus’s fons, for. he had three fons that follow 
éd him, and were his legates, pronounced the fame fentence 
with their father: On-the contrary, Volumnius’s fentence 
was, to inflitt death on fuch as had been {fo impioufly undu- 
tiful to their father ; and the greateft part df the reft faid the 
fame, infomuch that the conciufion feemed to be, that the 
young men were condemned to die. Immediately after thig 
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Herod came away ffom thence, and took his fons to Tyre, 
where Nicolaus‘met him in his voyage trom Rome ; of whom 
he enquired, atter he had related to him what had paffed at Bery-: 
tus, what his fentiments were about his fons, and what his 
friends at Rome thought of that matter? ‘His anfwer was; _ 
‘* ‘Chat what they had determined to do to thee was impious, 
and that thou oughtelt to keep them in prifon ; and if thoy 
thinkeft any thing farther necelfary, thou mayeft indeed fo 
punith them, that thou mayeft not appear to indulge. thy an- 
ger more than to goyern thyfelf by judgement ; but if thou 
inclineft to the milder fide, thou mayelt abfolve them, left 
perhaps thy mistortunes be rendered incurable : And this1 
the opinion ot the greateft part of thy triends at Rome alfo.’ 
Whereupon Herod was filent, and in great thoyghtfulnefs, , 
and bid Nicolaus fail along with him. . 

' 4. Now as they came to Cefarea every body was there talk-, 
ing of Herad’s fons, and the kingdom was in fu‘pence, and 
the people in great expeétation of what would become of them, 
for a terrible tear feized upon all men, leit the ancient difor-. 
ders ot the family {hould come to a fad conclufion, and they 
were 1n great trouble about their fufferings ; nor was it with, 
out danger tq fay any rafh thing about this matter, nor even 
to hear another faying it, but mens pity was torced to be fhut 
up in themlelves, which rendered the exceis of their forrow. 
véry irkiome, but very filent ; yet was there anold foldier of 
Herod's, whofe name was Zero, who hada ion ot the fame 
age with Alexander, and his friend, who was lo very tree, as 
openly to {peak out what others filently thought about that mat- 
ter ; and was torced to cry out often among the multitude, 
and faid, τῷ the moft unguarded manner, ** That truth was 
perifhed, and juftice taken away fram men, while lies and ill 
will prevailed, ‘and brought fuch a mift betore public affairs, 
that the offenders were not able to fee the greateft mifchiels 
that can befal men.” And as he was fo bold, he feemed not 
to have kept himfelf out of danger, by fpeaking 1ο treely ; 
but the reaionablenefs of what he faid, moved men to regar 
him, as having behaved himlelf with great manhood, an 
this at a proper time alfo, tor which realon every one heard 
what'he taid with pleafure ; apd although they firft took care 
of their own fafety, by keeping filent themfelves, yet did 
they kindly receive the great freedom he took, forthe expec- 
tation they were in of fo great an affli€tion, put a force upon 
them to {peak of Tero whatfoever they pleated, 

. This man had thruft himfelf intothe king’s prefence with 
the greatelt freedom, and defired to {peak with him by himlelf 
alone, which the king permitted him to do, where he faid this ; 
¥ Since 1 am not able, O king, to bear up under fo great a con- 
cern as I am under, I have preferred the ufe of this bold Jib- 
erty that I now take, which may be for thy advantage, if 
thon mind to get any profit by it, belore my own fafeiy, “ 
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Whither is thy underftanding gone, and left thy foul empty ? 
Whither is that extraordinary fagacity of thine gone, where- 
by thou haft performed fo many and fuch glorious a@ions? 

hence comes this folitude, and defertion of thy friends and 
relations ? Of which I cannot but determine, that they are 
neither thy friends nor relations, while they overlook {o hor- 
rid wickednefs in thy once happy kingdom. Doft not thou 
perceive what is doing ἢ Wiitthou flay thefetwo young men, 
born of thy queen, who are accomplifhed with every virtue 
in the highelt degree, and leave thyfelf deftitute in thy old 
age, but expofed to one fon, who hath very il] managed the 
hopes thou haf given him, and to relations, whofe death thou 
haft fo often refolved on thyfelf ? Doft not thou take notice 
that the very filence of the multitude at once fees the crime, 
and abhors the fa&t? The whole army and the officers have, 
commiferation on the poor unhappy youths, and hatred to 
thofe that are the aéors in this matter.” Thefe words the 
king heard, and for fome time with good temper. But what 
can one fay ? When Tero plainly touched upon the bad be- 
havour and-perfidioufnefs of his domeftics, he was moved at 
it; but Tero went on farther, and by degrees ufed an un- 
bounded military freedom of fpeech, nor was he fo_well dif- 
ciplined as to accommoaate himfelf tothe time: So Herod 
was preatly difturbed, and feeming to he rather reproached 
by this {peech, than to be hearing what was for his advantage, 
while he learned hereby, that both the foldiers abhorred the 
thing he was about and the officers had indignationatit, he gave 
order that all whom Tera had named, and Tero himfelf, fhould 
be bound and kept in prifon. ; 

. When thig was over, one Trypho, who was the king's 
barber, took the oppurtunity and came and told the king, that 
Tero would often have perfuaded him, when he trimmed him 
with a razor, to cut his throat, for that by this means he fhould 
be among the chief of Alexander's friends, and receive great 
rewards F om him. When he had faid this, the king gave 
order that Tero, and his fon and the barber, fhould be tortur- 
ed, which was done accordingly ; but while Tero bore up 
himfelf, his fon, feeing his father already in a fad cafe, and 
had no hope of deliverance, and perceiving what would be 
the confequence of his terrible fuHerings, faid, that “ it the 
king would free him and his tather from thefe torments, for 
what he fhould fay he would tell the truth.” And when the 
king had given his word to do fo, he faid that “ there was an 
agreement made, that Tero fhould lay violent hands on the 
king, becaufe it was eafy for him to come when he was alone ; 
and that if, when he had done the thing, he fhould fuffer death 
for it, as was not unlikely, it would be an a& οἵ fenerolty 
done in favour of Alexander.” This was what Tero’s fon 
faid, and thereby freed his father from the diftrefs he wasn ; 
ut uncertain it is whether he had been thus torced to fpeak 
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what was true, or whether it were a contrivance of his, in ore 
der to procure his own ard his father’s deliverance trom theig 
miferies. . ; 

4. As for Herod, it he had before any doubt about th 
laughter of his fons there was now no longer any room left 
in his foul for it, but he had banifhed away whatfoever might 
afford him the leaft fuggeftion of reafoning better about this 
matter, fo he already made hafte to bring his purpofe to a 
conclufion. He alfo brought out three hundred of the offi. 
cers that were under an accufation, as alfo Tero and his fo 
and the barber that accufed them, before an affembly, and 
brought an acculation againf them all ; whom the multitude 
ftonned with whatfoever came to hand, and thereby flew them. 
Alexander alfo and Ariftobulus were brought to Sebafte by 
their father’s command, and there ftrangled; but their dead 
bodies were in the night time carried to ‘Alexandrium, where 
their uncle by the mother’s fide, and the greateft part of their 
anceftors, had been depofited. 

8. * And now perhaps it may not feem unreafonable to fome, 
that fuch an inveterate hatred might increafe fo much [on both 
fides, | as to proceed farther, and overcome nature: But it 
may juftly deferve confideration, whether it be to be laid to 
the charge of the young men, that they gave fuch an occ 
fion to their father’s anger, and led him to do what he did, 
and by going on long in the fame way, put things paft rem- 
edy , and brought him to ufe them fo unmercifully ; or wheth- 
er it be to be laid tothe father’s charge, that he was fo hard 
hearted, and fo very tender in the defire of government, and 
of other things that would tend to his glory, that he would 
take no one into a partnerfhip with him, that fo whatfoever he 
would have done himfelf might continue immioveable; of 
indeed, whether fortune have not greater power than all pre 
dent reafonings : Whence we are perfuaded that human ἃς» 
tions are thereby determined before hand by an inevitable ne. 
ceffity, and we call her Fate, becaufe there is nothing which 
is not done by her; wherefore I fuppofe it will be fufficient 
to compare this notion with that other, which attributes fomee 

what to to ourfelves, and renders men not unaccountable for 
the different condu&s of their lives, which notion is no oth- 
er than the philofophical determination of our ancient law. 
Accordingly of the two other caufes of this fad event, any 
body may lay the blame on the young men, who aéted by 
youthful vanity, and pride of their royal birth, that they fhould 

ear to hear the calumnies that were raifed againft their father, 
while certainly they were not equitable judges of the aftions 
of his life, but ill-natured in fufpeéting and intemperate in 


® The reader is here to note, that this eighth fe€tion is entirely wanting in the 
eld Latin verfion, as Spanheim truly obferves ; nor is there any other reafon for 
δ, 1 fuppofe, than the great difficulty of an exact tranflation. 
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{peaking of it, and on both accounts éafily caught by thofe 
that obferved them, and revealed themto gain favour; yet 
cannot their father be thought worthy of excufe. as to that 
horrid impiety whith he was guilty of about them, while he 
ventured, without any certain evidence of their tteacherous 
defigns againft him, and without any proofs that they had made 
preparation tor fuch attempt to kill his own fons, who were 


of very comely bodies, and the great darlings of other men, - 


and no way deficient in their conduét, whether it were in 
hunting, or tn warlike exereifés, or in {peaking upon occa- 
fional topics of difcourfe ; for in all thele they were fkilful, 
and efpecially Alexarider, who was the eldeft ; tor certainly 
it had been fuffictent, even though he had condemned them, 
to have kept them alive in bonds, of to let thent live at a dif- 
tance from his dominions in banifhment, while he was fur- 
rounded by the Roman forces, whith weré a ftrong fecurity 
to hrm whofe help would prevent his fuffering ay thing by a 
{udden- onfet, or by open force, but for him to kill them on 
the {udden, in order to gratily a paffion that governed him, 
was 2 demonftrati 1 of infufferahle impiety: He alfo was 
guilty of fo great a crime in his elder age ; nor will the delays 
that he made, and the length of trme in which the thing was 
done plead at ail for his excule; for when aman is on a fud- 
den amazed, and’ in commotion of mind, ‘and then commits 2 
wicked aétion, although this be an heavy crime, yet is ita 
thing that frequently happens, but to doit upon deliberation, 
and alter frequent attempts, and as frequent puttings off, to 
undertake it at laft, and a¢complifh it, was the aétion of a 
murderous mind and fuch ag was not eafily moved from that 
which is evil: And this temper he {hewed in what he did af- 
terward, when he did not {pare thofe that feemed to be the 
beft beloved of his friends that were left, wherein, though 
the juftice of the punifhment caufed thofe that perifhed to be 
the lefs pitted, yet was the barbarity of the man here equal, ir 
that he did not abftain from their laughter alfo : But of thofe 
perfons we fhall have occafion to difcourle more hereafter. 


- 
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BOOK XviL 
Eontaining the interval of fourteen yeas. 


δξγοπι the death of ALEXANDER and ARISTOBULUS, to 
the banifhment of ARCHELAUDS.] 


CHAP. IL. 
How Antipater was hated by all the nation | af the Fews| for 
the flaughter of his brethren; and how, for that reafon, he 
_ got into pecuhar favour with his friends at Rome, by givin 
them many prefents ; as he did alfo unth Saturninus. the pref 
zdent of Syria, awd the governors who were ander him ; and 
concerning Herod's wives and children. 


§ 1. WHEN Antpater had thus taken offhis brethfen; 

_ and had brought his father intothe higheft degree 
of impiety, till he was haunted with firtes for what he had 
done, his hopes did not fucceed to his thind, as to the reft of 
his life ; for, although he was delivered trom the fear of hia 
brethren being his rivals as to the government, yet did he find 
it a very hard thing. and almoft impra8ticable, to come at the 
kingdom, becaufe the hatred of the nation againft him on that 
account was become very great : And, befides this very dif- 
agreeable circumftance, the affair of the foldiery grieved him 
ftill more who were alienated from him, from which yet thefe 
kings derived all the falety which they had, whenever they 
found the nation defirous of innovation : And all this danger 
was drawn upon him by his deftrution ot his brethren. How- 
ever, he governed the nation jointly with his father, being 
indeed no other than a king already ; and he was for that very 
reafon trufted; and the more firmly depended on, for the 
which he ought himlelf to have been put to death, as appear- 
ing to have betrayed his brethren out of his concern for the 
prefervation of Herod, and not rather out of his ill-will tothen, 
and, before them, to his father himfelf ; and this was the ac« 
curled ftate ‘he was in. Now, aJl Antipater’s contrivances 
tended to make his way to take off Herod; that he might have 
nobody to accufe him in the vile pra@ices he was devifing ; 
and that Herod might have no refuge, nor any to afford hin 
their affiftance, fince they maft thereby have Antipater tor 
their open enemy ; infomuch that the very plots he had laid 
againit his brethren, were occafioned by the hatred he bore 
his tather. But at this time he was more thag ever fet upon 

ox. II. M mn 
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‘ the execution of his attempts againft Herod, becaufe if he 
were once dead, the government would now be firmly fecur- 
. ed to him ;but if he were fuffered to live any longer, he fhold 
be in danger upon a difcovery of that wickednefs of which he 
had been the contriver, andhis father would of neceflity then 
become his enemy. Andon this account it was that he be- 
came very bounteful to his father’s friends, and beftowed 

reat {ums on feveral of them, in order to furprife men with 
Fis good deeds, and take off their hatred againft him. And he 
fent great prefents to his friends-at Rome particularly, to gain 
their good will; and above all the reft to Saturniuns, the 
prefident of Syria. He alfo hoped to gain the favour of Satur- 
ninus’s brother with the large prefents he beftowed on him ; as 
alfo he ufed the fame art to [Salome| the king’s fitter, who 
had married one of Herod’s chief friends. And, when he 
counterfeited friendfhip to thofe with whom he converfed, he 
was very fubtle in gaining their belief, and very cunning to 
hide his hatred againft any that he really did hate. But he 
could not impofe upon his aunt, who unterftood him of ἃ 
long time, and was a woman not eafily to be deluded; efpe- 
cially while fhe had already ufed all poflibly caution in pre- 
verfting his pernicious defigns. Although Antipater’s uncle 
by the mother’s fide, were married to her daughter, and this 
by his own connivance and management, while fhe had be- 
fore been married to Ariftobulus, and while Salome’s other 
daughter by that hufband were married to the fon of Calleas. 
But that marriage was no obftacle to her, who knew how 
wicked he was, in her difcovering his defigna, as her: former 
kindred to him could not prevent her hatred of hin. Now 
Herod compelled Salome, while fhe was in love with Sylleus 
the Arabian, and had taken a fondnefs for him, to matry Al-- 
exas; which match was by her fubmitted to at the inftance of 

ulia, who perfuaded Salome not to refufe it, le fhe thould 
herfelt be their open enemy, fince Herod had {worn that he 
would never be triends with Salome, if fhe would not accept 
of Alexas for her hufband; fo fhe fubmitted to Julia as being 
Cefar’s wile, and, befides that, as fhe advifed her to nothing 
but what was very much for her own advantage. At this time 
alfo it was that Herod fent back king Archelaus’s daughter, 
who had been Alexander’s wite, to her father, returning the 

ortion he had with her out of his own eftate, that there might 
Be no difpute between them about it. 

2. Now Herod brought up his fon’s children with great care : 
for Alexander had two fons by Glaphyra, and Ariflobulus 
had three fons by Bernice Salome’s daughter, and two daugh- 
ters : And, as his friends were one with him, he prefented the 
children before them ; and deploring the hard- fortune of his 
own fons, he prayed that. no fuchill fortune might befal thefe: 
who were their children, but that they migbt improve in vir- 
tue, and obtain what they juftly deferved, and might make 
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him amends for his care of their education. He alfo accufed 
them to be betrothed againit they fhould come to the proper 
age of marriage ; the elder of Alexander’s fons to Pherora’s 
daughter, and. Antipater’s daughter to Ariftobulus’s eldeft 
fon. He alfo allotted one of Ariftobulus’s daughter to Anti- 
pater’s fon and Ariftobulus’s other daughter to Herod, a 
fon of his own, who was born to him by the high prieft’s 
daughter ; for it isthe ancient pra€tice among us to have ma- 
‘ny wives atthe fametime. Now theking made thefe efpou- 
fals for the children, out of commiferation of them now they 
were fatherle(s, as endeavouring to render Antipater kind to 
them by thefe intermarriages. But Artipater did not fail to 
bear the fame temper of mind to his brother’s children, which 
he had borne to his brothers themfelves ; and ‘his father’s con« 
cern about them provoked his indignation againft them upon 
this fuppofal, that they would become greater than ever his 
brothers had been ; while Archelaus, a king, would fupport 
his daughter’s fons. and Pheroras, a tetrarch, would accept 
of one of the daughters as a wife to his fon. What provoked 
him alfo was this, that all the multitude would fo commiferate 
thefe fatherlefs children, and fo hate him, [for making them 
fatherlefs], that all would come out, fince they were.no ftran- 
gers to his vile difpofition towards his brethren. He contrived 
theretore to overturn hig father’s fettlements, as thinking it a 
ternbler thing that they fhould be fo related to him, and be fo 
powertul witha]. So Herod yielded to him, and changed his — 
relolution at his entreaty ; and the determination now was, 
that Antipater himfelf fhould marry Ariftobulus’s daughther, 
and Antipater’s fon fhould marry Pheroras’s daughter. Sothe 
efpoufals for the marriages were changed after this manner, e- 
ven without the king’s real approbation. | | 
Now Herod the king had at this time nine wives ; one of 

them Antipater’s mother, and another the high prieft’s daugh- 
ter, by whom he hada fon of his own name. He had alfo 
one who was his .brother,s daughter, and another his fifter’s 
daughter ; which two had no children. One of his wives al. 
fo was of the Samaritan nation, whofe fons were Antipas and 
Archelaus, and whofe daughter was Olympias ; which daugh- 
ter was afterward married to Jofepb, the-king’s brother’s fon 3 
but Archelaus and Antipas were brought up witha certain 
rivate man at‘Rome. Herod had alto to wife Cleopatra of 
verufalem, and-by her he had his fons Herod and Philip ; 
which laft was alfo brought up at-Rome:. Pallas alfo was one 
of his wives which bare him his fon Phafaelus. And befides 
thefe, he had for-his wives Phedra and Elpis, by whom he 


® Thofe who have a mind to know all the family and delcendants of Antipater 
the Idumean, and of Herod the Great, his fon, and have a memory to preferve 
them ail diftin@ly, may confult Jofepbus, Antiq. B. XVIII. ch v. § ¢. vol. II, 
and Of the War, B. I. ch xxviii. ἃ 4. vol. 111. and Noldius in Havercamp’s 
edition, Ρ 936. ayd Spauhtim, ib. p. z02—405. and Reiland, Paleitin, Part I, 
Β. 175) 876. 
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had hia daughters Roxana and Salome. As for his elder daugh- 
ters by the fame mother with Alexander and Ariftobulus, and 
whom Pheroras negleéted to marry, he gave the one in marriage 
to Antipater the king’s fifter’s fon. and the other to Phafaelua, 
his brother’s fon. And this was the poftesity of Herod. 


CHAP. EL. 


Concerning Zamaris, the Babyloman Jew. Concerning the plots 
a ἐγ, Antipater againft his father; and fomewhat about the. 
TU ces. 


§ 1. Aw now it was that Herod, being defirous of fecur- 
ing himfelt on the fide of the Treachonites, relolv- 

ed to build a village, as large as a city for the Jews, in the 
middle of that country, which might make his own country 
difficult to. be affaylted, and whence he might be at hand ta 
make fallies upon them, and do them amifchiet. According- 
ly, when he underftood that there was a man that was a Jew. 
come out of Babylon. with five hundred horfemen, all of 
whom could hoot their arrows as they rode on horfeback, and. 
with an hundred of his relations, had paffed over Euphrates, 
and now abode at Antioch by Daphne of Syria, where Satur- 
ninus, who was then prefident had given thema place for hab- 
itation, called Valatha, he ἴδηι for this man, with the multitude, 
that followed him, and promifed.to give him land in the to- 
parchy called Batanca, which country is bounded with Tracb- 
onites as defirous to make that his habitation a guard to. him- 
elf. He alfo engaged to Jet him hold the country tree from, 
tribute and that they fhould dwell entirely without paying 
fuch cuftoms as ufed to be paid. and gave it him tax-free. 
-2. The Babylonian was induced by thefe offers to come hi- 
ther ; fo he took poffeffion of the land and built in it fortre flea. 
and a village, and named it Bathyra. Whereby this man be- 
came a fafeguard.to the inhabitans againit the Trachonites, and 
preferved thofe Jews who came out οἱ Babylon, to offer their 
facrifices at Jeru alem, from being hurt by the Trachonite. 
robberies; fo that a great number came to him from al) thofe 
parts where the ancient Jewifh laws were obferved, and the 
country became full of people, by reafon of their univerial 
freedom from taxes. This continued during the life of Her- 
od; but when Philip, who was [ tetrarch | atter him, took the 
government, he made them pay fome {mall taxes, and that for. 
a littk while only ; and Agrippa the Great, and his fon of the. 
fame name, although they harraffed them greatly, yet would 
they not take their liberty away. From whom when the Ro- 
mans have now taken the government into their own hands, 
they ftill gave them the privilege of their freedom, but op- 
prefs them entirely with the impofition of taxes. Of which 
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matter I fhall treat more accurately in the progrefs of this hif- 
tory *. 

_3- Atlength Zamaris, the Babylonian, to whom Herod had 
given that cuuntry for a poffeffion, died ; having lived virtu- 
ραν, and lett children of a good charaéter behind him: One 
of which was Jacim, who was tamous for his valour, and 
taught bis Babylqnians how to ride their horfes ; and a troop 
of them were guards to the forementioned kings. And when 

acim was dead in his old age, he left a fon whofe name was 

hilip, one of great ftrength in his hands, and in other refpe&s 
alfo more eminent for his valour than any of his cotempora- 
ries ; on which accountthere was aconfidence and firm friead- 
{bip between him and King Agrippa. He had alfo an army, 
which he maintained, as great as that of a King; which he ex- 
erciled and led wherefoever he had occafion to march. 

4. When the affairs ot Herod were in the condition.I have 
deicribed, allthe public affairs depended upon Antipater ; and 
his power was fuch, that he could do good turns to as many 
as he pleafed, and this by his father’s conceflion, in hopes of 
his good wil! and fidelity to him ; and this td] he ventured to 
ufe his power ftill tarther, becaufe his wicked defigns were 
goncealed trom his father, and he made him believe every 
thing he faid. He was alfa tormidable to all, not fo much on 
account of the power and autharity he had, as for the fhrewd-- 
nefs of his vile attempts betore-hand ; But he who principal- 
by cultivated a triendthip with him was Pheroras, who receiv- 
ed the like marks of hig friendfhip ; while Antipater had cun- 
ningly encompafled him about by a company of wamen, 
whom he placed as guards about him: For Pheroras was great- 
ly enflaved to bis wite, and to her mather, and to her fifter ; 
and this notwithftanding the hatred he bare them, for the in- 
dignities they had offered to his virgin daughters, Yet he did 
bare them, and nothing was to be done without the women, 
who had got this man into their circle, and continued ftill to 
- affift each other. in all things infomuch that Antipater was 
entirely additted ta them, both by himlelf, and by bis moth- 
er ; for thefe four women Ὁ [aid all one and the fame thing ; 
but the opinions of Pheroras and Antipater were different in 
fome points ot no confequence. But the king’s filter { Salo- 
me | was their antagonilt, who, fora good while had looked. 
about alt their affairs, and was apprized that this their friend- 
ihip was made in order to do Herod fome mifchief, and was 
difpofed to intorm the king of it. And fince thefe people 
knew that their triendthip was very difagreeable to Herod, as 
tending to do him a mifchiet, they contrived that their meet- 
ings fhould not be difcovered ; {o they pretended to hate one 
another, and to abufe one another when time ferved, and ef- 


* This is now wanting. ; 
} Pherorgs’s wife and ber mother, and Gifter, and Doris, Antipater's mother. 
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when Herod was prefeat, or when any one was there 
that would tell him ; but firll their intimacy was firmer 
ever, when they were private. And this was the coarfe they 
took ; but they could not comceai from Salome neither ther 
firft contrivance, when they fet about thefe cheir mtentions, 
nor when they had made fome progrefs m them : But fhe 
fearched out every thing ; and, aggravating the relations to 
her brother, declared to him, “ As well their fecret affemblies 
and compotations, as their counfels taken in a clandefiine 
aranner, which, if they were not in order to deftroy him, they 
might well enough have been open and public. But to ap- 
pearance, they are at vartance, and {peak about one another as 
if they intended one another a mifchief. but agree fo well to- 
gether when they are out of the fight of the mualutude ; for 
when they are alone by themfelves they a@ mm concert, and 
rofefe that they will never leave off their friendfhtp, but will 
ht againff thofe trom whom they conceal their defigns.” 
And thus did the fearch out thefe things, and get a perfe& 
knowledge of them, and then told her brother of them, who 
underftood alfo of bimfelf a great deal of what the faid, but 
ftill durft not depend upon it, becaufe of the fulpicions he had 
of his fifter’s calumnies. For there was a certain fe& of men 
that were Jews, who valued themfelves highly upon the exa@ 
fkill they bad in the law of their tathers, and made men believe 
they were highly favoured by God, by whom this fet of wo- 
men were inveighled. Thefe are thofe that are called the fe& 
of the Pharifees, who were in a capacity of greatly oppofing 
kings. A cunning feét they were. and foon elevated toa pitch 
of open Gghting, and doing mifchielt. Accordingly when all 
the people of the jews gave affurance of their geod-will to 
Cellar, and to the king’s government, thefe very men did not 
{wear, being above fix thoufand ; and when the king impofed 
a fine upon them, Pheroras’s wife paid their fine tor them. 
In order to requite which kindnefs of her’s, fince they were 
believed to have the foreknowledge of things to come by di- 
vine infpiration, they foretold how God had decreed, that Her- 
od’s government fhould ceafe, and his pofterity fhould be de- 
. prived of it ; but that the kingdom fhould come to her and 
heroras, and to their children. Thefe predi@ions were not 
concealed from Salome, bat were told the king ; as alfo how 
they had perverted fome perfons about the palace itfelf; fo 
the king flew fuch of the Pharifees as were principally accuf- 
ed and Bagoas the ewnuch, and one Carus, who exceeded all 
men of that time in comelinefs, and one that was his catamite. 
He flew alfo all thofe of his own family who had confented 
to what the Pharifees foretold : And for Bagoas, he‘had been 
puffed up by them, as though he fhould be named the father 
and the benefactor of him who, by the predi€tion, was fore- 
told to be their appointed king ; for that this king would have 
all things in his power, and wauld enable Bagoas to marry, 
and to have children of his own body begotten. 


ee 
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CHAP. HI. 


Concerning the enmity between Herod and Pheroras: How. Her= | 
od fent Antipater to Cafar ; and of the Death of Phereras. 


§ 1. WHEN Herod had punithed thofe Pharifees who had 
been convi&ed otthe foregoing crimes, he gathered 

anaffembly together of his friends, and accufed Pheroras’s wife ; 
and afcribing the abufes of the virgins to the impudence of 
that woman, brought an accufation againft her for the difhon- 
our fhe had brought upon them : That “ fhe had fludioufly in 
troduced a quarre) between him and his brother, and, by her 
ill temper, had brought them into a flate of war, both by. her 
words and a€tions ; that the fines which he had laid had not 
been paid, and the offenders had efcaped punifhment by her 
means ; and that nothing which had οἱ late been done had: 
been done without her: For which reafon Pheroras would do 
well, if he would, of his own accord, and by: his own com~ 
mand, and not at my entreaty, or as following my opinion, 
put this his wife away, as one that will ftill be the occafton of 
war between thee and me. And now Pheroras, if thou valu- 
eft thy relation to me, put this wife of thine away ; for by this 
means thou wilt continue to be a brother to me, and wilt abide 
in thy love to me.”” Then faid Pheroras, (although he were 

reffed hard by the former words,) that “ As he would not do 

Ὁ unjuft a thing as to renounce his brotherly relation to bim,. 
{6 would he not leave off his affeQion for his wife: That he 
would rather choofe to die than to live, and be deprived of a 
wife that was fo dear unto him.” Hereupon Herod put off 
his anger againft Pheroras on thefe accounts, although he: 
himfelf thereby underwent a very uneafy punifhment. How- 
ever; he forbade Antipater and his mother to have any cons 
verfation with Pheroras, and bid them to take care to avoid. 
the affemblies of the women : Which they pronnfed to do; 
but ftill got together when occafion ferved, and both Phero- 
ras and Antipater had their own merry meetings: The report 
went alfo, that Antipater had criminal converfation with Phe- 
roras’s wife; and that they were brought together by Antipa- 
ter’s mother. 

2. But Antipater had now ἃ {ufpicion of his father, and-was 
afraid that the effets of his hatred to him might increafe:: So. 
he wrote to his friends at Rome, and bid them to.fend to Her. 
od, that he would immediately fend Antipater to Cefar ; 
which, when it was done; Herod fent Antipater thither, and. 
fent moft noble prefents along with him ; as alfo his teftament, 
wherein Antipater was appointed to be his fucceffor: And 
that it Antipater fhould die “ἅτ, [Herod Philip] fon by the 
high-prieft’s daughter, fhould facceed. And, together with 
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Antipater, there went to Rome, Sy Ileus the Arabian. although 
he had done nothing of 4}} that Czfar had enjoined him. An- 
tipater alfo accufed nim of the fame crimes of which he had 
been formerly accufed by Herod. Sylleus was alfo accufed 
by Aretas, that without bis content, he had flain many of the 
chief of the Arabians at Petra ; and particularly Soemus, a 
man that deferved to be honoured by all men, and that he had 
flain Fabatus, a fervant of Czfar’s. Thefe were the things of 
which Sylieus was accufed, and that on the occafion follow- 
ing : There was one Corinthus belonging to Herod, of the 

uards of the king’s body, and one who was greatiy truiled by 

m. Syllieus bad perfuaded this man with the offer of a great 
{um of money, to kill Herod ; and he had promifed to do it. 
‘When Fabatus had been acquainted with this, for Sylleus had 
himfelf told him of it, he intormed the kg of 1: ; who caught 
Corinthus. and put him to the torture, and thereby got out of 
him the whole confpiracy. He allo caught two other Ara- 
bians, who were difcovered by Corinthus ; the one the head 
ef a tribe, and the other a friend to Sy lieus, who both were by 
the king brought to the torture and conteffed, that they were 
come to encourage Corinthus not to tail of doing what he had 
undertaken to do ; and to affift him with their own hands in 
the murder, if need fhould require their afliftance. So Satur- 
ninus, upon Herod’s difcovering the whole to him, fent them 
to Rome. a 
3. At this time, Herod commanded Pheroras. taat fince he 

was fo obftinate in his affeCtion for his wite, he fhould retire 
into his own tetrarchy ; which he did very willingly, and 
{ware many oaths that he would not come again, till he heard 
that Herod was dead. And indeed, when, upona ificknefs of 
the king’s, he was defired to come to him betore he died, that 
δε might intruft him with fome of his injun@irons, he had {uch 
a regard to his oath. that he would not come to him: Yet did 
not Herod fo retain his hatred to Pheroras, but remitted of his 
purpofe {not to fee him,| which he before had, and that fot 

uch great caufes as have been already mentioned: But as 
foon as he began to be ill, he came to him, and this without 
being fent for ; and when he was dead, he took care ot his 
funeral, and had his body brought to Jerufalem and buried 
there, and appointed a folemn mourning for him. This | death 
of Pheroras} became the origin of Antipater’s misfortunes, 
although he were already jailed for Rome, God now being a- 
bout to punifh him for the murder of his brethren. I willex- 
_ plain the hiftory of this matter very diflincily, that it may be 
for a warning to mankind, that they take care of conduct 
their whole liyes by the rules of virtue, 


- 
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CHAP. Iv. 
Pheroras’s Wi fers accufed by his Freed Men, as guilty of pot- 


foning him ; and how Herod, upon Examination of the mat- - 
ter by Torture, found the Poifon; but fo that τὲ had been 
prepared for himfelf by his fon Antipater: And, upon an 
enquiry by Torture, he difcovered the dangerous defigns of 
Antipater. 


4 i. S {con as Pheroras was dead. and his funeral wad" 
over, two of Pheroras’s treed men who were much — 

éfteemed by him, came to Herod, dnd enttreated him not to 
leave the murder of his brother without avenging it, but to 
€xamine into fuch an unreafondble and unhappy death. When 
he was moved with thefe words, tor they feemed to him to be 
true, they faid, That “ Pheroras fupped with his wife the day 
before he fell fick, and that a certain potion was brought him 
in fuch a fort of tood as he was not ulfed to eat ; but that when 
he had eaten he died οἱ it: That this potion was brought out 
of Arabia by a woman, under pretence indeed as a_love ρος 
tion, for that was its name, but in reality to kill Pheroras ; 
for that the Arabian women are til ful in making {uch poifons ; 
And the woman to whom they afcribe this, was confefled! a 
moft intimate friend of one of Sylleus’s muiftreffes + and that 
both the mother and the fifter of Pheroras’s wife had been at 
the places where the lived, and had perfuaded her to fell them 
this potion ; and had come back and brought it with them the 
day before that his fapper.” Hereupon the king was pro- 
voked, and put the women flaves tothe torture, and fome 
that were free with them : And as the faé& did not yet appear, 
ecanfe none of them would confefs it ; at length one of them, 
under her utmoft agonies, faid ho more but this, That “ the 
prayed that God would fend the like agonies upon Antipater’s 
mother; who had been the occafion of thefe miferies to all of 
them.” This prayer induced Herod to in¢reafe the women’s 
tortures, till thereby all was difcovered : ‘* Their merry meet- 
ings, their fecret alflemblies, and the difclofing of what he 
had faid to his fon alone, unto Pheroras’s * women.” (Now 
what Herod had charged Antipater to conceal, was, the gift 
of an hundred talents to him not to have any converfation 


9 His wife, her mother and fiffer. | 

It feems to me, by this whole ftory put together, that Phérotas was not himfelf 
poifoned, as is commonly fuppoied ; for Antipater had perivaded hrm to poifon 
+ Herod, ch. v. § 1. which would fall to the ground, if be were himfell poifoned-; 
hor could the poifoning of Pheroras (ξένε any defign that appears now going for 
ward, it was only the fuppoial of two of his freed men, that this love-potion, οἵ 
poifon, which they knew was brought to Pheroras’s wife, was made ufe of for 
poifoning him:; whereas it appears to" fave been brought, for her husbmd to pot 
fon Herod. withal, as the future cxamisstions demonfirate, . ¢ 
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with Pheroras.) “ And what hatred he bore to his father ; an€ 
that he complained to his mother how very long his father 
ived ; and that he was himfelt almoft an old man, mfomuch, 
that if the kingdom fhould come to him, it would not afford 
him any great pleafure ; and that there were a great many of 
his brothers, or brother’s children, bringing up, that might 
have hopes-of the kingdom as well'as himfelt, all-which, made 
his own hopes of it uncertain ; tor that even now if he fhould 
bimfelt not live, Herod had ordained that the government 
fhould be conterred not on his fon but ratherona brother. He 
alfo had accufed the king of great barbarity, and of the faugh- 
ter of his fons ; and that it was out of the fear he was under, 
left he fhould do the like to him, that made him contrive this 
his journey, to Rome, and Pheroras contrive to go to his own 
tetrarchy.”’ ΝΕ 
a. Thefe confeffions agreed with what his fifter had told 
him, and:tended greatly to corroborate her teftimony, and to 
free her from the fufpicion of her unfaithfulnefs to him. Se 
the king having fatished himfelt of the fpite which Doris, 
Antipater’s mother, as well as himfelf, hore to him, took ἃ» 
way from Her all her fme ornarnents, which were worth ma- 
ny talents ; and then fent her away. and entered into friend- 
fhip with Pheroras’s women. But he who moft of aff irritated 
the king againft his fon. was one Antipater, the procurator of 
Antipater the kings fon, who when he was tortured, among 
other things faid, ‘Fhat Anupater had prepared a deadly potion 
and given it to Pheroras, with his defire that he would give 
nto his father durimg his abfence, and when he was too remote 
to have the leaft lufpicion caft upon him thereto relating ; that 
Antiphilus, one of Ancipater’s triends brought that potion out 
of Egypt ; and that it was fent to Pheroras by Theudion, the 
brother of the mother of Antipater the king’s fon, and by that 
means came to Pheroras’s wite, her hufhand having given it 
her to keep. And when the king afked her about it, fhe con- 
feffed it ; and as fhe was running to fetch: it, fhe threw herfelf 
down from the houle tep; yet did the not kill herfelf becaufe 
fhe fell upon her feet : δ᾽ which means, when the king had 
comforted her, and had promifed her and her domeftics par- 
don, upon condition of their concealing nothing of the truth 
from him, but had threatened her with the utmoft miferies if 
fhe proved ungrateful, [and concealed’ any thing'}; {!o the 
promifed and {wore that fhe would {peak out every thing, and 
tell after what manner every thing was done; and faid what 
many tovk to be entirely true, that “ the potion was brought 
out of Egypt by Antiphilus ; and that his brother, who was a 
phyfician had procured it ; and that when Theudion brought 
wus, fhe kept τὸ upon Pheroras’s committing it to her ; and 
that it was prepared by Antipater for thee. When, therefore, 
Pheroras was tallen fick, and thou camedft to him and took- 


edi care of him, and when he faw the kindnefs thou hadft tor 
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him, his mind was overborne thereby.” Sohe called me to 
him, and faid to me, “Ὁ woman! Antipater hath circum- 
vented me in this affair of his father and my brother, by per- 
Yuading me to have a murderaus intention to him, and procurs 
ing a potion to be fubfervient thereto : Do thou, therefore, go 
and fetch my potion, (fince my brother appears to have ftill 
the fame virtuous difpofition towards me which he had for. 
merly, and I do not expe& to live long tmyfelf, and that I 
may not defile my forefathers by the murder οἵ a brother) 
and burn it before my tace : That accordingly fhe immediate- 
ly brought it, and did as her hufband bade her ; and that fhe 
burnt the greatett part of the potion ; but that ἃ little of it was 
left, that 1f the king, atter Pheroras’s death, fhould treat her 
all, fhe might poifon herfelf, and thereby get clear ot her 
miferies.” Upon her faying thus, the brought out the potion, 
and the box in which it was before them all. Nay, there was 
another brother of Antiphilus’s, and his mother alfo, who by 
the extremity of pain and torture, contelfed the fame things, 
and owned the box [to be that which had been brought out ot 
Egypt]. The high-prieft’s daughter alfo, who was the king’s 
wife, was accufed to have beea conf{cious of all this, and had 
refolved το coneal it; for which reafon Herod divorced her, 
and blotted her fon out of his tefiament, wherein he had been 
mentioned as one that was to reign after him; and he took 
the high priefthood away from his tather-in-law, Simeon the 
Yon οἱ Boethus, and appointed Matthias the fon of Theophi- 
Jus, who was born at Jerulalem, to be high prieft in his room. 

3. While this was doing, Bathyllus, alfo Antipater’s treed- 
man came from R.me, and, upon the torture, was found to 
have brought another potion, to give it into the hands of An- 
tipater’s mother, and of Pheroras, that if the former potion 
did yot operate upon the king, this at leaft might carry him 
off.’ There came alfo letters trom Herod’s friends at Rome, 
by the approbation and at the fuggeftion of Antipater to accufe 
Archelaus and Philip, as it they calumniated their father on 
account ef the flaughter οἵ Alexander and Ariftobulus, and as 
if they commiferated their deaths, and as if, becaufe they were 
fent tor home, (tor their father had already recalled them), 
they concluded they were themfelves alla to be deftroyed. 
Thelfe letters had been procured by great rewards by Antipa- 
ter’s friends ; but Antipater himfelf wrote to his father about 
them, and laid the heavieft things to their charge ; yet did he 
entirely excufe them of any guilt, and faid, they were but 
young men, and fo imputed their words to their youth. Bug 

6 faid, that he had himfelt been very bufy in the affair relat. 
ing to Sylleus, and in getting intereit among the great men ; 
and on that account had bought {plendid ornaments to prefent 
them withal, which coft him two hundred talents. Now, one 
ΠΥ wonder how it came about, that while fo many accula- , 
dons were laid againft him in Judea during {even months be- 
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fore this time, he was not made acquainted with any of them. 

he caufes of which were, that the roads were exa&ly guard- 
ed, and that men hated Antipater ; for there were no body 
who would run any hazard himlelf, to gain him any advan- 


tages. 


CHAP. V. 


Antipater’s Navigation from Rome to his Father ; and how he 
was accufed by Nicolaus of Damafcus,and condemned to dte 
by his Father, and by Quintilius Varus, who was then Pref. 
dent of Syria; andhow he was then bound till Cafar frould 
be informed of, his Caufe. ᾿" ΕΣ 


§ 1. Ncw Herod, upon Antipater’s writing to him, that 
LN having done all that he was to do, and this in the 
manner he was to do it, he would fuddenly come to him, con- 
ealed his anger againfl him, and wrote back to him, and bid 
him not delay his journey, left any harm fhould befal himfelf 
in his abfence. At the fame time alfo he made fome little 
complaint about his mother, but promifed, that he would lay 
thofé complaints ἀπὰς when he fhouldreturn. He withal ex- 
preffed his entire affe€tion for him, as fearing left he fhou!4 
fave fome fufpicion of him, and defer his journey to him ; 
and left while he lived at Rome, he fhould lay plots for the 
kingdom, and moreover, do fomewhat againft himfelf. This 
letter Antipater met with in Cilicia ; but had received an ac- 
count of Pheroras’s ‘death betore at Tarentum. This laft news 
affeéted him deeply ; not out of any affeétion for Pheroras, 
but becaufe he was dead without having murdered his father, 
which he had promifed him to do. And when he was at Cel- 
enderis in Elicia, he began to deliberate with himfel{ about 
his failing home, as being much grieved with the ejeétion of 
his mother. Now fome of his friends advifed him, that he 
fhould tarry.a while fomewhere, in expeéiation of farther in- 
formation. But others advifed him to fail home without de- 
lay ; for that if he were once come thither, he would {toon 
put an end to all acculations, and that nothing afforded any 
weight to his accufers at prefent but his abfence. He was 
perluaded by thefe Jaft, and failed on, and landed at the haven 
called Sebaftus which Herod had built at vaft expences in ho- 
nour ot Cefar, and called Sebaftus. And now was Antipater 
vidently 1n a miferavle condition, while no bady came tohim 
nor faluted him, as they did'at his going away, with good wifh. 
es or joyful acclamations ; nor was there now any thing to hin- 
der them from entertaining him, on the contrary, with bitte 
curfes, while they fuppofed he. was come to receive his pune 
ifhment for the murder of his brethren. . . 
‘ a. Now Quintilius Varus was at this time at Jerufalem, bee 


. 
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ing fent to fucceed Saturninus, δῷ prefident of Syria, and wag 
come as an affeffor to Herod, who had defired his advice in 
is prefent affaira ; and as they were fitting together, Antipa- 
‘ter came upon them, without knowing any thing of the mat- 
ter; fo he came into the palace clothed in purple. ‘The port- 
ers indeed received him in. but excluded his friends. And 
~ now he was in great diforder, and prefently underftood the 
condition he was in, while upon his going to falute his father, 
e was repulfed by him, who galled him a murderer ot his 
brethren, and a plotter of deftrnftion againf himfelf, and told 
him that Varus fhould be his auditor and his judge the. very. 
next day ; fo he found, that what misfortune he now heard ot 
was already upon him, with the greatnefs of which he went 
away in confufion; upon which his mother and his wife met 
him, (which wite was the daughter of Antigonus who was 
king of the Jews betore Herod), from whom he learned all 
circumftanceg which concerned him, and then prepared hime 
iclt for his trial. cS . 
᾿ 3. On the next day Varus and the king fat together in judg- 
ment, and both their friends were alfo called in, as alfo the 
ing’s rélations, with hig filter Salome, and ag many as could 
difcuver any thing, and fuch ag had been tortured ; and befideg 
thefe, fome flaves of Antipater’s mother, who were taken up a 
little betore Antipater’s coming, and brought with them a writ- 
ten letter, the fum of which was this, that “" he fhould not come 
back be¢aufe all was come to his father’s knowledge ; and 
that Calar was the only refuge he had left to prevent both 
his and her delivery into his father’s hands.” Then did An- 
tipater fall down at his father’s feet, and befought him “ not te 
prejudge his caufe, byt that he might be firfl heard by his ta- 
ther. and that his father would keep him flill unprejudiced,” 
So Herod ordered him to be brought into the midft, and then 
** Jamented himfelf about his children, from whom he had.iuf- 
fered fuch great mistortunes ; and becaufe Antipater fell up- 
on him in his old age. He alfo reckoned up what mainte 
nance, and what education he had given them ; and what fea- 
fonable lupplies of wealth he had afforded them, a¢cording to 
their own defires, none ot which favours had hindered them 
from contriving againft him, and from bringing his very life 
jnto danger, in order to gain his kingdom, after an impious 
manner, by taking away his life before the courfe of nature, 
their father’s wifhes, or juftice, required that that kingdom 
fhould come to them ; and that he wondered what hopes could 
elevate Antipater to fuch a pafs as to be hardy enough to at- 
tempt fuch things ; that he had by his teflament in writing 
declared him his Jucceffor in the government ; and while be 
was alive he was in no refpett interior to him, either in his 
iluftrious dignity, or in power and authority, he baving no 
[εἴα than fitty talents for his yearly income, and had recetv- 
ed for his journey to Rome no fewer than thirty talents. He 


494 ANTIQUITIES OF THE yews. [Book XVIT. 


alfo obje&ed to him the cafe of his brethren whom he had ac- 
eufed ; and if they were guilty, he-had imitated their exam- 
ple; ἀπά τῇ not, he had brought him groundlefs accufations- 
againft his near relations ; for that he had been acquainted 
with all thofe things by him, and by no body elfe, and had 
done what was done by his approbation, and whom he now 
abfolved from ali that was criminal, by becoming the inheri- 
tor of the guilt of fuch their parricide.” 

4. When Herod had thus fpoxen, he fell a weeping, and was 
fot able to fay any more; but at his defire Nicolaus οἱ Damaf- 
cu, being the king’s friend, and always converfant with him, 
~ and acquainted with whatfoever he did, and with the circum- 

ftances of his affairs, proceeded to what remained, and explain- 
ed all that concerned the demonftrations, and evidences of the 
faéts. Upon which Anupater, in order to make his legal de- 
fence, turned himfelt to his father, and ‘S enlarged upon the 
many indications he had given of his goed willto him; and in- 
ftanced in the honours that had been done him, which yet had 
not been done, had he not deferved them by his virtuous cone 
cern about him; for that he had made provifion tor every 
thing that was fit to be torefeen before hana, as to giving him 
his wifeft advice ; and whenever there was occafion for the la- 
dours of his own hands, be had not grudged any fuch pains 
forhim. And that it was almof impoffible that he, who had 
delivered his father from {o many treacherous contrivances 
laid againft him, thould be himfelt in a plot againft him, and 
{9 lofe all the reputation he had gzined for his virtue, by his 
wickednefs which fucceeded it ; and this while he had nothing. 
to prohibit him, who had already appointed his fucceffor, to 
enjoy the royal honour with his father alfo at prefent, and that 
there was no likelihood that a perfon who had the one halt of 
that authority without any danger, and with a good chara@er, 
fhould hunt after the whole intamy and danger, and this when 
at was doubtful whether he could obtain it or not; and when 
he faw the fad example of his biethren before him, and was 
doth the informer and the accufer againft them, at a time when 
they might not otherwife have been difcovered ; nay, was the 
author of the punithment inflicted on them, when it appeared 
evidently that they were guilty of a wicked attempt again 
their tather; and that even the contentions there were in the 
king’s family were indications that he had ever managed affairs 
out of the fincereft affection to his father. And as to what he 
had done at Rome, Czfar was a witnefs thereto; who yet was - 
no more to be impofed upon than God himfelf : Of whofe o- 
Pinions his letters fent hither are fufficient evidence ; and that 
it was not reafonable to preter the calumnies of fuch as pro- 
poled to raife difturbances, before thofe letters; the greateft 
part of which calumnies had been raifed during his abfence, 
which gave {cope to his cnemies to forge them, which they 
δά not been able to do it he had been there.” Moreover he 
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fhewed the weaknels of the evidence ‘obtained by torture, 
which was commonly falfe ; becaufe the diftrefs men are in 
ander fuch tortures naturally obliges them to fay many things 
in order to pleafe thgfe that govern them. He alfo offered 
himfelf to the torture. 

5. Hereupon there was a change obferved in the affembly, 
while they greatly pitied Antipater, who by weeping and put- 
ting on a countenance {uitable to his fad cafe, made them come 
milerate the fame ; infomuch that his very enemies were mo- 
ved tocompaffion ; and it appeared plainly that Hered himfelf 
was affe€ted in his own mind, although he was not willing it 
fhould he taken notice of. Then did Nicolaus begin to profe~ 
cute what the king had begun, and that with great bitternefs σ᾽ 
and fummed up all the evidence which arofe irom the tortures, | 
or from the teftimonies. ‘‘ He principally and largely cried up 
the king’s virtues. which he had exhibited in the maintenance 
and education of his fons; while hecould never gain any ade 
vantage thereby, but ftill tell from one misfortune to another, 
Although he owned, that he was not fo much furprifed with 
that thoughtlefs behaviour of his former fons, who were but 
young, and were befides corrupted by wicked counfellors, 
who were the occaffons of their wiping out of their minds the - 
righteous di@ates of nature, and this out of adefire of coming 
to the government fooner than they ought todo; yet that he 
éould not but juftly itand amazed at the horrid wickednefs of 
Antipater, who. although he had not only had great benefits 
beftowed on him by his father, enough to tame his reafon, yet 
could not be more tamed than the moft envenomed ferpents ; 
whereas even thofe creatures admit of fome mitigation, an 
will not bite their benefa@ors, while Antipater bath not let 
the misfortunes of his brethren be any hindrance to him, But 
he hath gone on to imitate their barbarity notwithftanding. | 
Yet waft thou, O Antipater, (3s thou haft thyfelf confeffed,} 
the informer as to what wicked aétions they had’ done, and the: 
fearcher out of the evidence again# them, and the author of 
the purithment they underwent upon their dete€@tion. Nor’ 
do we fay this as accufing thee for being fo zealous in thy an- 
ger againft them, but are aftontfbed at thy endeavours to imi- 
tate their profligate behaviour ; and’ we difcover thereby, that 
thou did not att thus for the fatety of thy father, but for the 
deftru@ion of thy brethren, that by fuch outfide hatred ot their 
ampiety, thou mighteft be believed a lover of thy father, and 
mighteft thereby get thee power enough to do mifehief with 
the greateft impunity ; which defign thy a&tions indeed demona 
ftrate. kt istrue, thou tookeft thy brethren off becaufe thou 
didft convi& them of their wicked defigns : But thou didft noe 
yield up to juftice thofe who were their partners ; and there. 

y didft make it evident to all men, that thou madeft a cove- 
nant with them againft thy father, when theu chofeft to be 
the accufer of thy brethren, as defirous to gain to thy {elf alone 
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this advantage of laying plots to kill thy father, and fo to ens 
joy double pleaiure, which is truly worthy of thy evil difpofi- 
tion, which thon haft openly fhewed againft thy brethren ; on 
which account thow didft rejoice, as having done a moft famous 
exploit, nor was that behaviour unworthy of thee. But if 
thy intention were otherwife thou art worfe than they ; while 
thou didft contrive to hide thy treachery againft thy father, 
thou didft hate them, not as plotters againft thy father, for in 
that cafe thou hadft not thyfelf-fallen upon the like crime, 
but as fucceffor. of his dominions, and more worthy of that 
fucceffion than thyfelf. Thou wouldeft kill thy father after 
thy brethren, left thy lies raifed againft them might be dete@- 
ed; and left thou fhouldeft fuffer what punifhment thou hadi 
deferved, thou hadft a mind to exaé that punifhment of thy 
unhappy father, and didft devife fuch a fort of uncommon par- 
ricide as the world never yet faw. For thou who art his fon 
did not only Jay a treacherous defign againft thy father, and 
didft it while he loved thee and had been thy benefa@or, had 
made thee in reality his partner in the kingdom, and had open- 
ly declared thee his fucceffor, while thou waft not forbidden 
to ἰδῆς the fweetnefs of authority already, and hadft the firm 
hope of what was future by thy father’s determination, and 
the feeurity of a written teftament. But for certain, thou 
didi not meafure thefe things according to thy father’s varie 
ous difpofition, but according to thy own thoughts and incli- 
nations ; and waft defirous to take the part that remained a- 
way trom thy too indulgent father, and foughteft to deftrory 
him with thy deeds, whom thou in words pretendedtt to pre-= 
erve. Nor waft thou content to be wicked thyfelt, but thou 
filledft thy mother’s head with thy devices, and raifed diftur- 
Bances among thy brethren, and hadft the boldnefs to call thy 
father a wild beat; while thou hadft thyfelf a mind more crueF 
than any ferpent, whence thou fendeft out that poifon among thy 
neareft kindred and greatef benefaftors, and invitedft them to 
afift thee and guard thee, anddidft hedge thyfelf in on al¥ 
fides by the artilices οἱ both men and women, againift an old 
man ; as though that mind of thine was not fufficient of itfelf ᾿ 
to fupport fo great an hatred as thou baredfttohim. And here’ 
thou appearett after the tortures of free men, of domettics, of 
men and women, which have been examined on thy account, 
and after the informations of thy fellow confpirators, as ma- 
king hafte to contradiét the truth ; and haft thought on ways 
not only how to take thy father out of the world, but to dif- 
annul that written law which is againft thee, and the virtue 
of Varus, and the nature of juftice ; nay, fuch is that impu- 
dence of thine on which thou confideft, that thou defireft to be 
put to the torture thyfelf, while thou allegeft, that the tor= 
tures of thofe already examined thereby have made them tell 
lies ; that thofe that have been the deliverers of thy father, may 
not be allowed to have fpoken thetruth; but that thy tortures 
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may be efteemed the difcoverers of truth... Wilt not thou, O 
Varus deliver the king from the injuries of his kindred ? Wilt 
not thou deftroy this wicked wild beaft, which hath pretended 
kindnefs to his father, in order to deftroy his brethren ; while 

et he is himfelf alone ready to carry off the kingdom imme- 
‘diately, and appears to be the moft bloody butcher to him of 
them all ? For thou art fenfible, that parricide is a general in- 
jury both to nature and to common life ; and that the inten- 
tion of parricide is not inferior to its preparation ; and he wha 
does not punihh it, is injurious to nature itfelt.” 

6. Nicolaus added farther what belonged to Antipater's mo- 
ther, and whatfoever the had prattled like ἃ woman ; as alfo 
about the prediétions and the facrifices relating to the king ; 
and whatfoever Antipater had done lafcivioufly in his cups 
dnd his amours among Pherords’s women ; the examination 
upon torture ; and whatfoever concerned the teftimonies οἵ 
the witneffes, which were many, and of various kinds , fome 
prepared before hand, and others were fudden anIwers, which 
farther declared and confirmed the foregoing evidence. For 
thofe men who were riot acquainted with Antipater’s pratices, 
but had concealed them out of fear, when they faw that he was 
éxpofed to the accufationg of their former witneffes, and that 
his great good fortune, which had fupported him hitherto, 
had now evidently betrayed him into the hands of his eneinies, 
who were now infatiable in their hatred to him, told all the 
knew of him. And his rdin wis pow haftened, not fo much 
by the enmity of thofe that were his accufers, as by his τοῖς, 
and impudent, and wicked contrivances, and by_ his ill-will 
to his father and his brethren ; while he had filled their houfe 
with difturbante, and caufed them to murder one another ; 
and was neither fair in his hatred, nor kind in his friendfhip, 
but juft fo far as ferved his own turn. Now, there were a 
great number who for a long tithe before hand. had feen all 
this, and efpecially fuch as were naturally difpofed to judge 
of matters by the rules of Virtue, becaufe they were ufed to 
determine about affairs without paffion, but had been reftrain- 
ed from making any operi complaints before ; thefe, upon the 
leave now given them, produced al] that they knew beto‘se the 
public. e demonftrations alfo οἱ thefe wicked faéts could 
no way be difproved : Becaufe the many witneffes there were 
did neither {peak out of favour to Herod, nor were they o- 
bliged to keep what they had to fay filent, out οἵ fufpicion of 
dny danger they were in; but they fpake what they knew, 
becaufe they thought fuch ations very wicked, and that An- 
tipater deferved the greateft punifhment ; and indeed not fo . 
much for Herod’s fafety, as on account of the man’s own 
wickednefs. Many things were alfo faid, that thofe by a great 
riumber of perfons, who were no way obliged to fay them; | 
infomuch, that Antipater; who ufed generally to be very 
fhrewd in his lies and impudence, was not able to fay one 

Vou, 1]. Oo | 
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word to the contrary. When Nicolaus had left off fpeaking, 
and had produced the evidence, Varus bid Antipater to be- 
take himfelf to the making his defence, if he had prepared 
any thing whereby it might appear that he was not guilty of 
the crimes he was accuted of ; for that, as he was himfelf de- 
firous, fo did he know that his father was in like manner de- 
firous alfo to have him found entirely innocent. But Antipa- 
ter fell down on his face, and appealed to God, and ἰο 41} men, 
tor teftimonials of his innocency, defiring that God would 
declare by fome evident fignals, that he had not laid any plot 
againft his father. This being the ufual method of all men 
_ deftitute of virtue, that when they fet about any wicked un- 
dertakings, they fall to work according to their own inclina- 
tions, as 1f they believed that God was unconcerned in human 
affairs ; but when once they are found out, and are in danger 
of undergoing the punifhment due to their crimes, they en- 
deavour to overthrow all the evidence againft them, by ap- 
pealing to God ; which was the very thing which Antipater 
now did: For whereas he bad done every thing as if there 
were no God in the world, when he was on all fides diftreffed 
by juftice, and when he had no other advantage to expeét 
from any legal proofs, by which he might difprove the accu- 
fations laid againft him, he impudently abufed the majefty of 
God, and afcribed it to his power, that he had been preferved 
hitherto ; and produced belore them all, what difficulties he 
had ever undergone in bis bold aéting for his father’s prefer- 
vation. | 
4, So when Varus, upon afking Antipater what he had to 
fay for himfelf, found that he had nothing to fay befides his 
appeal to God, and faw that there was no end of that, he bid 
them bring the potion before the court, that he might fee 
what vartue firl] remained in it; and when it was brought, 
and one that was condemned to die had drank it by Varus’s 
command, he died prefently. Then Varus got up, and de. 
parted out of the court, and went away the day following to 
Antioch, where his ufual refidence was, becaufe that was the 
palace of the Syrians; upon which Herod laid his fon in 
bonds. But what were Varus’s difcourfes to Hercd, was not 
known to the generality, and upon what words it was that he 
went away ; though it was alfo generally {uppofed, that what- 
foever Herod did afterward about his fon, was done with his 
approbation. But, when Herod had bound his fon, he fent 
letters to Romé to Cafar about him, and fuch meffengers 
withal as fhould, by word of mouth, intorm Caefar of Antipa- 
ter’s wickednefs. Now, at this very time there was feized a’ 
letter of Antiphilus, written to Antipater out of Egypt (for he 
lived there ;) and, when it was opened by the king, it was 
ound to contain what follows: ‘‘ L-have fent thee Méme’s 
letter, and hazarded my own life ; for thou knoweft that I am 
in danger from two families, if I be difcovered. I with thee 
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etter; but the king made enquiry about the other letter alfo, 
for it did not appear, and Antiphilus’s flave, who brought that 
letter which had been read, denied that he had received the 
other. But while the king was in doubt about it, one of Her-. 
od’s friends feeing a feam upon the ihner coat of the flave, 
and a doubling of the cloth (for he had two-coats on,) he 
gueffed that the letter might be within that doubling, which 
accordingly proved to betrue. So.they took out the letter, 
and its contents were thefe: °*‘ Acme to Antipater. I have 
written fuch a letter to thy father as thou defireftme, I have 


good fuccefs in thy affair.”? TThefe were the contents of this 


> alfo taken a copy, and fent it, as if it came from Salome to 


my lady [Livia ;] which, when thou readeft, 1 know that 
Herod will punilh Salome, as plotting againft him.’”” Now 
this pretended letter of Salome’s to her lady was compofed by 
Antipater, in the name of Salome, as to its real meaning, but 
in the words of Acme. The letter was this :‘* Acme to king 
Herod. I have done my endeavour that nothing that is done 
againft thee fhould be concealed from thee. So, upon my 
nding a letter of Salome written to my lady againft thee, I 
have written out a copy, and fent it thee; with hazard to my- 
* felt, but for thy advantage. The reafon why the wrote it was 
this, that fhe had a mind to be married to Sylleus. Do thou 
-therefore tear this letter in pieces, that I may not come into 
danger of my life.” Now Acme had written to Antipater 
himfelf, and informed him that, in compliance with his com- 
mand, fhe had_both herfelf written to Herod as it Salome had 
laid a fudden plot entirely againft him, and had herfelf fent a 
copy of an epiftle, as coming from Salome to her lady. Now 
Acme was a Jew by birth, and a fervant to Julia, Calar’s 
wite ; and did this out of her friendthip for Antipater, as hav- © 
ing been corrupted by him with a large prefent of money, to 
aflift in his pernicious defigns againft his father and his aunt. : 
8. Hereupon Herod was fo amazed at the prodigtous wick- 
ednefs of Antipater, that he was ready to have ordered him to 
be dain immediately, as a turbulent perfon in the moft import- 
ant concerns, and as one that had laid a plot not only againit 
himfelf, but againft his fifter alfo, and even corrupted Czfar’s 
own domeftics. Salome alfo provoked him to it, beating her 
breaft, and bidding him kill her, if he could produce any 
credible teftimony that fhe had ated in that manner. Herod 
alfo fent for his fon and afked him about this matter, and bid 
him contradi&t it if he could, and not fupprefs any thing he 
had to fay tor himfelt ; and, when he had rot one word tofay, 
he afked him, fince he was every way caught in his villany, 
that he would make no farther delay, but difcover his affoci- 
ates 19 thefe his wicked defigns. A he laid all upon Antiphi- 
lus ; but difcovered nobody elfe. Hereupon Herod was in 
{uch great grief, that he was ready to fend his fon to Rome to 
κίας, there to give an account of thefe his wicked contriv. 
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ances. But he loon became afraid, left he might there, by 
the affiftance of his friends, efcape the danger he was in: So 
he kept him bound as before, and fent more ambaffadors and 
letters [to Rome] to accufe his fon, and an account of what 
" afiftance Acme had given him in his wicked defigns, with 
copies of the epiftles before mentioned. 


CHAP. VE 


Concerning the Difeafe that Herod fell into, and the Sedition 
which the Jews raifed thereupon ; with the Punifhment of the 
Seditious. ὌΝ ᾿ ᾿ 


4. ΟΝ Herod’s ambaffadors made hafte to Rome ; but 

- went as inftru@ed before hand what anfwers they 
were to make to the queftions put to them. They alfo carried 
the epiftles with them. But Herod now tell into a diftemper, 
and rhade his will, and bequeathed his kingdom to [ Antipas | 
his youngeft fon ; and this out of that hatred to Archelaus a 
Philip, which the calumnies of Antipater had: raifed againft 
them. He alfo bequeathed a thoufand talents to Czfar, and 
five hundred to Ju ia, Cefar's wife, to Czfar’s children, and 
friends and freed men. He alfo diftributed among his fons 
and their fons his money, his revenues, and his lands. He al- 
{fo made Salome his fi r very rich, becaufe the had continued. 
faithful to him in all his circumftances, and wag never ἰο rafh 
as to do him any harm: And as he defpaired of recovermg, 
for he was about the feventieth year of his age. he grew fierce, 
and indulged the bittereft anger upon all occafions ; the caufe. 
whereof was this, that he thought himfelf défpifed, and that the 
nation was pleafed with his misfortunes ; befides which, he 
refented a fédition which fome of the lower fort of men excit- 
ed againft him, the occafion of which was as foHows. 

2. Fhere was one Judas, the fon of Saripheus, and Mat- 
thias, the fon of Margalothus, two of the moft eloquent men 
among the Jews, and the moft celebrated interpreters of the 
Jewith laws, and men well beloved by the people, becaufe 
of their education of their youth ; for all thofe that were ftu- 
dioug of virtue, frequented their le€tures every day. Thele 
men, when they found that the king’s diftemper was incura- 
ble, excited the young men that they would pull down all 
thofe works which the king had erefted contrary to the law οὗ 
their fathers, and thereby obtain the rewards which the law 
will confer on them for fuch a@tions of piety ; for tbat it was 
truly on account of Herod's rafhnefs in making fuch things as 
the law had forbidden. that his other misfortunes, and “this 
diftemper alfo, which was fo unufual among mankind, and 
with which he was now afflifted, came upon him: For Her- 
od had caufed fuch things te be made, which were contrary 
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tothe law, of which he was accufed by Judas and Matthias ; 
for the king had ere&ted over the great gate of the temple a 
large golden eagle, of great value, and Rad dedicated it tothe 
temple. Now the law forbids thofe that propofe to live accor- 
ding to it, to ereét images * or reprefentations of any living 
creature. So thefe wife men perfuaded [their {cholars | to 
pull down the golden eagle ; alledging, That ‘‘ although they 
fhould incur any danger, which might bring them to their 
deaths, the virtue of the aGtion now propofed to them, would 
appear much more advantageous to them than the pleafures of 
lite; fince they would die forthe prefervation and obfervation 
of the law of {πεῖς tathers ; fince they would alfo acquire an 
everlafting fame and commendation ; firce they would be 
both commended by the prefent generation, and leave an.ex- 
ample of life that would never be forgotten to pofterity ; fince 
that common calamity ot dying cannot be ayoided by our 
living fo as to efcape any fuch dangers ; that therefore it is a 
right thing for thofe who are in love with a virtuous conduét, 


to wait for that fatal hour by fucha behaviour as may carry - 


them out of the world with praife and honour ; and that this 
will alleviate death to a great degree, thus to come at it by the 
performance of brave attions. which bring us into danger of 
it ; and at the fame time, to leavé that reputation behind them to 
their children, and to all their relations, whether they be men 
or women, which will be of great advantage to them atter- 
ward.” ” 


3. And with fych difcourfes as this did thefe men excite . 


the young men to this aétion; and a report being come to 
them that the king was dead, this was an addition to the wife 
men’s perfuafions ; fo, in-the very middle of the day, they 

ot upon the place, they pulled down the eagle, and cut it 
Into pieces with axes while a great number of the people were 
in the temple. And now the king's captain, upon hearing 
what the undertaking was, and fuppofing it was a thing of a 
higher nature than it provedto be, came up thither, having a 
great band of foldiers with him, fuch as was fufficient to put 
a ftop to the multitude otf thofe who pulled down what was 
dedicated to God: So he fell upon them unexpeétedly, and 
as they were upon this bold attempt, ina foolith prefumption 
rather,than a cautious circum{peétion, as 18 ufual with the 
multitude, and while they were in diforder, and incautious 
of what was tor their advantage ; fo he caught no fewer than 
forty. of the young men, who had the courage to ftay behind 
when the reft ran away, together with the authors.of this bold 
attempt, Judas and Matthias, who thought it an 1gnominious 
thing to rétire upon his approach, and led them to the king. 
And when they were come to the king, and he had afked 


© That the making of images, without an intention to worfhip them, was not 
unlawful to the Jews, fee the note on Antiq. B, VIII. ch. vii. § 5. Vol. I. 
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‘them if they had been fo bold as to pull down what he had 
dedicated to God? ‘“* Yes (faid they), what was contrived, 
- ‘we contrived, and what had been performed, we performed 
it, and that with fuch a virtuous courage as becomes men ; for 
we have given our affiftance to thofe things which were dedi- 
cated to the majefly of God, and we have provided for what 
we have learned by hearing the law ; and τὸ ought not to be 
wondered at, if we efteem thofe laws which Moles had fug- 
gefted to him, and were taught him by God, and which he 
wrote and left behind him, more worthy of obfervation than 
they commands, Accordingly we will undergo death, and 
all forts of punifhment which thou canft infi@,upon us, with 
pleafure, fince we are confcious to ourfelves that we thall die, 
not for any unrighteous ations, but for our love ta. religion.” 
And thus they all faid, and their courage was fill equal to 
their proteffion, and equal to that with which they readily fet 
about this undertaking. And when the king had ordered 
them to be bound, he fent them to Jericho, and called to- 
gether the principal men among the Jews ; and when they 
were came, he made them affemble in the theatre, and be- 
caufe he could not himfelf ftand, he lay upon a couch, and 
“ enumerated the many lobours that he had long endured on 
their account, and his building of the temple. and what a vat 
charge that was to him; while the Afamoneans, during the 
hundred twenty-five years of their government, had not been 
able to pertorm any {fo great a work for the honour of God as 
that was : That he had alfo adorned it with very valuable do- 
nations ; on which account he hoped that he had left himfelf 
a memorial. and procured himfelt areputation after his death. 
He then cried out, that thefe men bad not abftained from at- 
fronting him, even in his life-time, but that in the very day- 
time, and in the fight of the multitude, they had abufed him 
to that degree, as to fall upon what he had dedicated, and in 
that way of abufe, had pulled it down to the ground. They 
pretended, indeed, that they did it toaffront him; but if any 
one, confidering the thing truly, they will find that they were 
guilty of facrilege againft God therein.”’ 
4. But the people, on account of Herod’s barbarous tem. ~ 
per, and for fear he fhould be fo crucl as to infli& punifhment on 
them, faid, " What was done, was done without their appro- 
bation, and that it feemed to them that the a@ors might well 
be punifhed for what they had done.” But as for Herod, he 
dealt more mildly with others [οἱ the affembly]; but he de- 
prived Matthias of the high-priefthood, as in part an occafion 
of this ation, and made Joazar, who was Méatthias’s wife’s 
brother, high-prieft in his lead. Now it happened that dur- 
ing the time οἱ the high- priefihood of this Matthias, there was 
another perfon made high-prieft tor a_fingle day, that very 
day which the Jews obferved as afaft. The occafion was this : 
Matthias the high-prieft, on the night before that day, when 
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the faft was to be celebrated, feemed, in a dream *, to have 
converfation with his wife ; and becaufe he could not of{ciate 
himfelf on that account, Jofeph, the fon of Eliemus, his kinf- 
man, affifted him in that facred office. But Herod deprived 
' this Matthias of the bigh- riefthood, and burnt the other Mat- 

thias, who had raifed the fedition, with his companions, alive. 
And that very night there was an eclipfe of the moon f. 

5. Butnow Herod’s diflemper greatly increafed upon him 
after a fevere manner, and this by God's judgment upon him 
tor his Gns ; fora fire glowed in him flowly, which did not fo 
much appear to the touch outwardly, as it augmented his 
pains inwardly ; for it brought upon him a vehement appetite 
to eating, which he could not avoid to fupply with one fort of 
food or other. His entrails were alfo exubcerated, and. the 
chiet violence of his pain lay on his colon ; an aqueous and 
tranfparent }Itquor alfo had fettled itfelf about his feet, anda 
like matter affli€ted him at the bottom of his belly. Nay; far- 
ther, his privy-member was putrified, and produced worms Σ᾿ 
and when he fat upright, he had a difheulty of breathing, Which 
was very loathfome, on account of the ftench of his breath, 
and the quicknefs of jts returns: He had alfo convulfions in 
all parts of his body, which increafed his ftrength to an un- 
fufferable degree. It was faid by thofe who pretended to di- 
vine, and who were endued with wifdom to foretel fuch things, 
that God infli€&ted this punifhment on the king, on account ot 
his great impiety ; yet was he ftill in hopes of recovering, 
though his affli€tions feemed greater than any one could bear. 
He alfo fent for phy ficians. and did not refufe to follow what 
thev prefcribed for his affiftance, and went beyond the river 
Jordan, and bathed himfelf in the warm baths that were at Cal- 
hirrhoe, which, befides their other general virtues, were alfo 
fit to drink ; which water runs into the lake called A/phalntis. 
And when the phy ficians once thought fit to have him bathed 
in a veffel full of oil, it was fuppofed that he was juft dying ; 


* This fact, that one Joleph was mrade high- prieft for a fingle day, on occafion 
of the action here {pecified, tht befel Matthias, the real high-prieft, in his fleep, the 
night before the great dey of expiation, is attefled to both in the Mithnaand Tal- 
* mud, as Dr. Hudi{on here informs us. And indeed, from this faQ, this fully ate 
tefted, we may confute that pretended rule in the Talmud here mentioned, and ca- 
deavoured to be excufed by Reland, that the high. prieft was not fuffered to fleep 
the night before that great day of expiation ; which watching would furely rather 
unfit him for the many important duties he was vo perform on that folemn day, 
than dilpofe him duly to p-rform them. Nor do fuch Talmudical rules, when 
anfupported by better evidence, much lels, when contradited thereby, {eem to me 
ef weight e.1ough to dcferve that fo great a man as Reland fhould {pend his time 
ja endeavours at their vindication. 

+ This eclipfe of the moon (which is the only echipfe of cither of the luminaries 
mentioned by our Jofephus in any of his writings.) is of the greateft confequenca 
for the determination of the time for the death of Herod and Antipater, and tor the 
birth and entire chronology of Jefus Chrift. It happened March 13th, in the year 
ef the Julian period 4710, and the ath year before the Chriftian era. See its calcu~ 
lation by the rules of altronomy, at the end of the Aftronological LeQures, edif, 
Lat. page 451, 481. “ 
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but, upon the lamientable cries of his domeftics, he revived ; 
and having no longer the leaft hopes of recovering, he gave 
order that every foldier fhould be paid fifty drachme ; and he 
alfo gave a great deal to their commanders. and to His friends, 
and came again to Jericho, where he grew fo choleric, that it 
brought him to do all things like ἃ madman; and though he 
were near his death, he contrived the following wicked defigns. 
He commanded that all the principal men of the entire Jew- 
ifh nation, wherefoever they lived; fhould be called to him. 
Accordingly, they werea great, number that came, becaule 
the whole nation was called, and all men beard of this call, and 
death was the penalty of fuch as fhould. def{pife the epiftles that 
were fent to call them. And now the king wa3-in a wild rage 
againft them all, the innocent as well as thofe that had afforded 
ground for accufations ; and when they were come, he order- 
ed them to be all fhut up inthe hippodrome * and fent for his 
fifter Salome; and her hufband Alexis,and fpake thus to them : 
“41 fhall die ina little time, fo great are my pains, which 
death ought to be cheerfully borne, and to be welcomed by all 
men; but what principally troubles me is this; that I thalt 
die without being lamented ; and without fuch mourning as 
men ufually expeétat ἃ king’s death: For thathe was not un- 
acquainted with the temper of the Jews, that his death would 
be a thing very defirable, and exceedingly acceptable to 
them ; becaufe during his lifetime they were ready to revolt 
from bim,-and to abufe the donations he had dedicated to God : 
That it therefore was their bufinefs to refolve to afford him 
fome alleviation ot his great forrows on this occafion; for that, 
it they do not refufe him their confent in what he defires, he 
fhall have a great mourning at his funeral, and fuch as never 
any king had before him ; for then the whole nation would 
mourn trom their very foul, which otherwife would be done 
in {port and mockery only. He defired therefore that as foon 
as they fee he hath given up the ghoft, they thall place foldiers 
round the hippodrome, while they do not know that he is dead ; 
and that they fhall not declare his death to the maltitude tril 
this is done, but that they thall give orders to have thofe that 
are in cuftody fhot with their darts ; and that this flaughter of 
them all will caufe that he fhall not mifs to rejoice on a doub- 
le account. That ashe is dying, they will make him fecure 
that his will fhall be executed in what he charges them to do > 
and that he fhall have the honour of a memorable mourming at 
his funeral. So he deplored his condition, with tears in his 
eyes, and obtefted them by the kindnefs due from them, as of 
his kindred, and by the faith they owed to God, and begged of 
them that they would not hinder him of this honourable mour- 
ning at his funeral.” So they promifed him not to tranfgrefs 
his commands. 


* A place for the horfe-races. 
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6. Now any one may eafily difcover the temper of this man’s 
mind, which not only took pleafure in doing what he had done 
‘formerly againft his relations, out of the love of life, but by 
thofe commygpgts of his which favoured of no humanity : Since 
he took capiatten he was. departing out of this life, that the 
whole nat@imheuld be put into mourning, and indeed made 
defolate offa@ir deareft kindred, when he gave order that one 
out at every family fhould be flain, although they had done 
nothidg‘that was unjuft, or that was againft him, nor were 
they *eetufed of any other crimes ; while it is ufaal for thofe 
who have any, regard to virtue, to lay afide their hatred at 
fuch a tithé, qzen with refpe€& to thofe they juftly efteemed ᾿ 
their enemies, © 








“CHAP. VIL 
Herod has thoughts of Kilkng himfelf wth his own hand; and 
a little afterwards he orders Antipater to be flain. 


§ 1. A? he was giving thefe commands to his relations, ἡ 

there came letters from his ambaffadors, who had: 
been {ent to Rome unto Cefar, which when they were read, 
their purport was this : That “ Acme was flain by Cefar, out 
of his indignation at what hand fhe had in Antipater’s wicked 
praétices ; and that as to Antipater himfelf, Caefar left it to 
Herod to aét as became a father anda king, and either to ban- 
ifh him, or take away his life, which he pleafed.” When 
Herod heard this, he was fomewhat better, out of the pleafure 
he had from the contents of the letters, and was elevated ‘at 
the death of Acme, and at the power that was given him over 
his fon; but as his pars were become very great, he was 
now ready to faint for want of {omewhat to eat ; fo he called 
for an apple, and a knife ; for tt was bts cuftom formerly to 
pare the apple himfelf, and {oon afterwards to cut it, and eat 
it. When he had got the knite, he looked about, and had a 
mind to ftab himfelt with it ; and he had doneit, had not his 
firft coufin Achjabus prevented him, and held his: hand, and 
crica out loudly. “Whereupon a woful lamentation echoed 
through the palace, anda great tumult was made, as if the 
king were dead. ἵὕξου which Antipater, who verily believ- 
ed his tather was deceafed, grew bold in his difcourfe, as hop- 
ing to be immediately and entirely releafed trom his bonds, 
and to take the Ringdom into his hapds, without any more ado ; 
fo he difcourfed with the jatlor‘about-letting. him go, and in 
that cafe promifed him great things, both now and hereafter, 
as if that were the only thing now tn queftion. But the jailor 
did not only refufe to do what Antipater would have him, but 
informed the king of his intentions, and how many folicita- 
tions he had had trom him fot that natpre|. Hereupon Herod, 

νοι, 11. Β , 
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who had formerly no affe&tion nor good will towards his fon 


‘to reftrain him, when he heard what the jailor faid, he cried: 


out, and beat his head, although he was at death’s door, and 
raifed himfelt upon his elbow, and fent for fome of his guards, 
and commanded them to kill Antipater without any farther 
delay, and todo it prefently, andto bury him in an ignoble 


manner at Hyrcania. 


CHAP. VIII | 
Concerning Herod's Death, and Teflament, and Burial. 


§1. An? now Herod altered his teftament upon the alter- 
ation of his mind ; for he appointed Antipas, to 

whom he had before lett*the kingdom, to be tetrarch of Galilee 
and Perea, and granted the kingdom to Archelaus. He alfo 
gave Gaulonitis, and Trachonitis, and Paneas to Philip, who 
was his fon, but own brother * to Archelaus, by thé name of 
' tetrarchy ; and bequeathed Jamnia, and Afhdod, and Phafae- 
lis, to Salorhe his fifter, with five hundred thoufand [drachmz } 
of filver that was coined. He alfo made provifton for all the 
réft.of his kindred, by giving them fums of money and annu- 
al revenues, and fo left them all in a wealthy condition. He 
bequeathed alfo to Czfar ten millions [of drachmz } of coined 
money, befides both veflels of gold and filver, and garments 
exceeding coftly, to Julia, Cefar’s wife; and to certain oth- 
ers,'five millions. When he had done thefe things, he died, 
the fifth day atter he had cawfed Antipater to be flain ; having 
reigned, fince he had procured Antigonus f to be flain, thirty- 
four years; but fince he had been declared king by the Ro- 
mans, thirty-feven.. Aman he was of great barbarity towards 
all men equally, and a @ave to his paflion ; but above the con- 
fideration of what was right :. Yet was he favoured by fortune 
as much as any man ever was, for, from a private man he be- 
caine a king; and though he were encompaffed with ten thou- 
{and dangers, he got clear of them all, and continued his life 
titla very old age. But then, as tothe affairs of his family 


5 When it is here faid that Philip the tetrarch, and Archelaus the king, or eth- 
narch, were ἀδελφοὶ yunetes, or genuine brothers, if thofe words mean own 
brothers, or born of the fame father and mother, there muft be here fome miftake ; 
becaufe they had indced the fame father, Herod, but different mothers; the former 
Cleopatra, and Archelaus Malthace. They were indeed brought up altogether pri- 
vately at Rome like own brothers ¢ and Philip was Archelaus’s deputy when he 
‘went to have his kingdom confirmed to him at Rome; ¢h.ix. § 4. and Of the 
War, B. II. ch. ii. § 1. Vol. TIE. which intiniecy is perhaps all that Jofephus in- 
tended by the words before us. 

+ Thefe numbers of years for Herod's reign, 44 and 37, are the very fame withr 
thofe of the War, B. I. ch. xxxiii. § 8. Vol. 111. and are among the principal 
chronological characters belonging to the reign or death of Herod. See Harm, of 
the Evang. page 150—155. 
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and children, in which indeed, according to his own opinion, 
he was alfo very fortunate, becaufe he was able to conquer 
his enemies, yet, in my opinion, he was herein very unfor- 
tunate. 

2. But when Salome and Alexis, before the king’s death 
was made known, difmiffed thofe that were fhut up in the 
hippodrome, and told them that the king ordered them to go 
away to their own lands, and take care of their own affairs, 
which was efteemed by the nation a great benefit, And now 
the king's death was made public, when Salome and Alexis 
gathered the foldiery together in the amphitheatre at Jericho ; 
and the firft thing they did was, they read Herod's letter 
written to the foldiery, thanking them for their fidelity and 
good will to him, and exhorting them to afford his fon Ar- 
chelaus, whom he had appointed for their king, like fidelit 
and good will. After which Ptolemy, who had the king’s 
feal entrufted to him, read the king’s teftament, which was to 
be of force no otherwife than as it fhould ftand when Czfar 
had infpectedit ; So there was prefently an acclamation made 
to Archelaus, as king, and the foldiers came by bands, and 
their commanders with them, and promifed the fame good 
will to him, and readinefs to ferve him, which they had ex~ 
hibited to Herod ; and they prayed God to be affiftant to him. 

3. After this was over, they prepared tor his funeral, 1t be- 
ang Archelaus’s care that the proceffion to his father’s fepul- 
chre fhould be very fumptuous. Accordingly. he brought 
out all his ornaments to adorn the pomp of the funeral. The 
body was carried upon a golden bier, embroidered with very 
precious ftones of great variety, and it was covered over with 
puiple, as well as the body itfelf: He had a diadem upon his 
hea!, and above it a cro@n of gold; he alfo had a {ceptre in 
his right hand, About the bier were his fons and his nume- 
rous relatfons ; next to thefe was the foldiery, diftinguithéd 
according to their feveral countries and denominations ; and 
they were put into the following order: Firft of all went his 
guards ; then the band οἱ Thracians ; and afterthem the Ger- 
mans; and nextthe band of Galatians, every one in their 
habiliments ot war; and behind thele marched the wholearmy 
in the fame manner as they ufed to go out to war; and as they 
ufed to be put in array by their mufter-mafters and centuri- 
ons; thefe were followed by five hundred of his domeftics, 
carrying {pices. So they went eight turlongs*, to Herodium ; 
for there, by his own command, he was to be buried. And 
thus did Herod end his lite. , 

4. Now Archelaus paid him fo much refpeét, as to continue 
his mourning till the feventh day ; for fo many days are ap- 


* At cight fudia or furlongs a-day, as here, Herod’s-funeral, conducted to He» 
rodium (which lap at the diftance from Jericho, where he died, of 200 /tadta or 
furlongs ; Of the War, Β. 1. ch. xxxiii. ὃ 9. Vol. EIT), muft have taken up ag 
lef than twenty-five days. ; 
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pointed for it by the law of our fathers. _And when he had 
given a treat to the multitude, and left off his mourning, he 
‘went up into the temple ; he had alfo acclamations and praifes 
given him, which way foever he went, every one ftriving with 
the reft who fhould appear to ufe the loudeft acclamations. So 
he afcended an high elevation made for him, and took his feat 
in a throne made of gold, and f{pake kindly to the multitude, 
and declared, “ with what joy he received their acclarrations, 
and the mrarks ot the good will they fhewed to him ; and return- 
ed them thanks that they did not remember the injuries his fa- 
ther had done them, to his difadvantage ; and promifed them 
he would endeavour not to be behind hand with them in re- 
warding their alacrity in his fervice, after a fuitable manner ; 
but that he fhould abftain at prefent from the name of king, 
‘ and that he fhould have the honaur of that dignity, if Catt 
fhould confirm and fettle that teftament which his father had 
made ; and that it was on this account, that when the army 
would have put the diadem on him at Jericho, he would nat 
accept of that honour, which is ufually fo much defired, be- 
caufe it was not yet evident that he who hag to be principally 
concerned in beltowing it, would give it him; although, b 
his acceptance of the government. he fhould not want the bik. 
ity of rewarding their kindnefs to him ; and that it fhould be 
his endeavour, as to all things wherein they. were cancerned, 
to prave, in every refpeé, better than his father.” Where- 
upon the multitude, as it 1s ufual with them, fuppofed that the 
firft days of thofe that enter upon fuch governments, declare 
the intentions of thofe that accep: them ; and fo by haw much 
Archelaus fpake the more gently and civilly to them, by fo 
much did they more highly commend him, and made applica- 
tion to him for the grant of what they defired, Some madea 
clamour that he would eafe them of fome of their annual pay- 
ments ; but others defired him to releafe thofe that were put 
into prifon by Herod, who were many, and had been put there 
- at feveral times; others of them required that he would take 

away thofe taxes which had been feverely laid upon what was 

publicly fold and bought. So Archelaus contradif&ted them 
in nothing, fince he pretended te do all things fo as to get the 
good will of the multitude to him, as looking upon that good 
will to be a great ftep towards his prefervation of the govern- 
ment. Hereupon he went and offered facrifice to God, and 
then betook bimfelf to feaft wath his friends. 








Chap. IX.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. ῃ 


ΘΗ ΑΡ. IX. 


How the People raifed a Sedition againft Archelaus, and how 
: he Sailed to Rome. . 
§ 1. T this time alfo it was, ‘that fome of the Jews got 

4 X& together, out of a defire of innovation. hey la- 


mented Matthias, and thofe that were flain with him by Her- 
od, who.had not any refpe& paid them by a funeral mourn- 
ing, out of the fear men were in of that man; they were 
thofe who had been condemned for pulling down the golden 
eagle. The people made a great clamour and lamentation 
hereupon, and caft out fome reproaches againft the king alfa, 
as 1f that tended to alleviate the miferies of the deceafed. 
Thefe people affembled together, and defired of Archelaus, 
that, in way of revenge on their account, he would infli& 
punifhment on thofe who had been honoured by Herod ; and 
that, in the firft and principal place, he would deprive that 
high-prieft whom Herod had made, and would choofe one 
more agreeable to the jaw, and of greater purity, to officiate 
as high-prteft. This was granted by Archelaus, although he 
was mightily offended at their impartunity, becaufe he pro- 
pofed to himfelf to go to Rome immediately, to look after 
Czlar’s determination abouthim. However, he fent the gen- 
eral of his forces to ule per{uafions, and to tell them that the 
death which was inflifted on their friends, was according ta 
the law; and to reprefent to them, that their petitions about 
thefe things were carried to a great height of injury to him ; 
that the time was not now proper for fuch petitions but re- 
quired their unanimity until fuch time as he fhould be eftab- 
hfhed in the government by the confent of Czfar, and fhould 
then be come back to them; for that he would then confult 
with them in common concerning the purport of their _peti- 
tions, but that they ought at prefent to be quiet, left they fhould 
feem feditious perfons. 

2. So when the king had fuggefted thefe things, and in- 
ftruéted his general in what he was to fay, he fent him away 
to the people ; but they made a clamour, agd would not give 
him leave to {peak, and put him in danger of his lite, and as 
many more as were defirous to. venture upon faying openly a- 
ny thing which might reduce them to a fober mind, and pre- 
vent their going on in their prefent courfes ; becanfe they 
had more concern to have all their own wills performed, than 
το yield obedience to their governors ; thinking it to bea 
thing infufferable, that, while Herod was alive, they fhould. 
lofe thofe that were the moft dear to them, and that when he 
was dead, they could not get the aftors to be punifhed. So 
they. went on with their defigns after a violent manner, and 





_ prefent pleafure they took in the punifhment o 


, 
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thought all to be lawtul and right whjch tended to pleafe them, 
and being unfkilful in forefeeing what dangers they incurred ; 
and when they had fufpicion of fuch a thing, vet did the 

thofe they 
deemed their enemies, overweigh ali {uch confiderations ; and 
although Archelaus fent many to {peak to them, yet they 
treated them not as meffengers fent by him, but as perfons that 
came of their own accord to mitigate their anger, and would 
not let one of them fpeak. The fedition alfo was made by 
{uch as were in a great paflion ; and it-was evident that the 
‘were procee farther in feditious praétices, by the multi- 
tude’s running fo faft upon them. . 

- Now upon the approach ot that feaft of unleavened bread, 
which the law of thetr fathers had appointed for the Jews at 
this time, which feaft is called the Paffover. * and is a memo- 
rial of their deliverance out of Egypt (when they offer facri- 
fices with great alacrity, and when they are required to flay 
more facrifices in number than at any other feftival ; and when 
an innumerable, multitude came thither out of the country, 
nay from beyond its limits alfo, in order to worfhip God ;) 
the {editious lamented Judas and Matthias, thofe teachers of 
the laws, and kept together in the temple, and had plenty of 
food, becaufe thefe feditious perfons were not alhamed to 
it. Andas Archelaus was afraid left fome terrible thing fhould 
{pring up by means of thefe mens madnels, he fent a regi- 
sent of armed men, and with them a captain ot a thoufand, 
to fupprefs the violent efforts of the feditious, before the whole 
multitude fhould be infe&ted with the like madnefs; and gave 
them this charge, that if they found any much more openly 
feditious than others, and more buly in tumultuous praétices, 


.they fhould bring them to him. But thofe that were feditious 


on account of thofe teachers of the law, irritated the people 
by the noife and clamours thcy ufed to encourage the people 
in their defigns ; fo they made an alfault upon the foldiers, and 
came up to them, and itoned the greateft part of them, although 
fome ot them ran away wounded, and their captain among 
them ; and when they had thus done, they returned to the. 
facrifices which were already intheir hands. Now Archelaus 
thought there was no way to prelerve the entire government, 
but by cutting off thofe who made this attempt upon it; fo 
he fent out the whole army upon them, and fent the horfemen 
to prevent thofe that had their tents without the temple, from 
affifting thofe that were within the temple, and to kill fuch 
“85 ran away from the footmen, when they thought themfelves 
out of danger, which horfemen flew three thoufand men, while 
the reft went to the neighbouring mountains. Then did Ar. 
chelaus order proclamation to be made to them all, that they 


5. This paffover, when the fedition here mentioned was moved againR Arche- 


ban, was not one, but thirteeu months after the eclipfe of the meon already mem 
tioned. . 
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fhould retire to their own homes; fo they went away, and lefe 
the feftival out of fear of fomewhat worfe which would fol- 
low. although they had been ίο bold by reafon of their want 
οἱ inftruGion. So Archelaus went down to the fea with his 
mother, and took with him Nicolaus and Ptolemy, and many 
others of his friends, and left Philip his brother as governor 
ofall things belonging both to his own family and to the pub- 
lic. There went out.alfo with him Salome, Herod’s fifter, 
who took with her her chridren, and many of her kindred 
were with her; which kindred of hers went, as they pretend- 
ed, to affiift Archelaus in gaining the kingdom, but in reality 
to oppofe him, and chiefly to make loud complaints of what 
he had done in the temple. But Sabinus, Cafar’s feward tor 
Syrian affairs, as he was making hafte into Judea, to preferve 
erod’s effe&ts. met with Archelaus at Czfarea; but Varus 
{prefident of Syria) came at that ttme, and reftrained him from 
meddling with them. for he was there as fent for by Archela- 
us, by the means of Ptolemy. And Sabinus, out of regard 
to Varus, did neither feize wpon any of the caftles that were 
among the Jews, nor did he feal up the treafures in them, but 
permitted Archelaus to have them, until Czfar fhould declare 
his refolution about them ; fothat, προ this his promife, he tar=- 
nied ftill at Cafarea. But after Archelaus was failed for Rome, 
and Varus was removed to Antioch, Sabinus went to Jerufa- 
lem, and {feized on the king’s palace. He alfo fent for the 
keepers of the garrifons, and for all thofe that had the charge 
of Frerod’s effetts, and declared publicly, that he fhould re- 
quire.them to give an account of what they had ; and he dif- 
poled ot the caftles in the manner he pleafed ; but thole who 
cept them did not negleét what Archelaus had given them in 
command, but.continaed to keep all things in the manner 
that had been enjoined them ; and their pretence was, that 
they kept them all for Czfar. " 

4. Atthe fame time alfo did Antipas, another οἵ Herod’s 
fons, {ail to Rome, in order to gain the government ; being 
buoyed up by Salome with promifes, that he fhould take that 

overnment ; and that he was a much honefter and fitter mar 
than Archelaus, for that authority ; fince Herod had, in his 
former tefament, deemed him the worthieft to be made king, 
which ought to be efteemed more valid than his latter tefta- 
* ment. Antipas alfo brought with him his mother, and Ptole- 

my the brother of Nicolaus, one that had been Herod’s molt 
honoured friend, and was now zealous for Antipas: But it 
was Ireneus the orator, and one who, on account of his rep- 
utation for fagacity, was entrufted with the affairs of the king- 
dom, who moft of all encouraged him to attempt to gain the 
kingdom ; by whofe means it was, that when fome advifed 
him to yield to Archelaus, as to his elder brother, and who 
had been declared king by their father’s laft will, hc would 
not fubmit fo todo. And when he was come to Rome, all 
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his relatioms revolted to him; not out of their good will to 
him. but out of their hatred to Archelaus ; though indeed 
they were mott of all defirous of gaining their liberty, and to 
‘be put under a Roman governor ; but, if there were too great 
an oppohiiion made to that, they thought Antipas preterable to — 
Archelaus, and fo joined with him, in order to procure the king- 
dom tor him. Sabinus alfo by letters, accufed Archelaus to 
zlar. 

5. Now when Archelaus liad fent in his papers to Czfar, 
wherein he pleaded his right to the kingdom, and his father’s 
teftainent,. with the accounts of Herod’s money, and with Pto- 
ἴεν, wlio brought Herod’s feal, he fo expe&ed the event ; 
but when Czfar had read thefe papers, arid Varus’s and Sabi- 
nus’s letters, with the accounts of the money, and what were 
the annual incomes of the kingdom, and underftood that An- 
tipas had alfo fénc letters to lay claim to the kingdom, he fem- 
moned his friends together, to know their opinions, and with 
them Caius, the fon of Agrippa, and of Julia his daughter, 
whom he had adopted, and took him, and made him fit firft of 
all, and defired fuch as pleafed to {peak their minds about the 
affairs now betore them. Now. Antipater, Salome’s fon, a 
very fubtle orator, and a bitter enemy to Archelaus, {pake 
firfl to this purpofe : That ‘: it was ridiculous in Archelaus 
to plead now. to have the kingdom given him, finze he had, 
in reality, taken already the power over it to himfelf before 
Czfar had granted it to him; and appealed to thofe bold 
a@tions of bis, in deftroying fo many at the [εν ἢ feftival ; 
and, if the men had a&ed unjuitly, it was but fit the pun- 
ifhing them fhould have been relerved to thofe that were 
out of the country. but had the power to punifh them. ahd 
not been executed by a man. that if he pretended to be 2 
king. he did an injury to Cefar, by ulurping that author- 
ΤΥ belore it was determined for him by Cefar ; but, if he 
owned himfelf to be a private petfon, his ‘cafe was much 
worfe, fince he who was putting in for the kingdom, could 
by no means expe& to have that power granted him, of 
which hehad already deprived Czfar ἐν taking it to himfelf.] 
He alfo touched fharply upon him, and appealed to his chang- 
ing the commanders in the army, and his fitting in the roya 
throne beforehand, and his determination ot law fuits; all 
done as if he were no othet thana king. He appealed allo 
to his conceflions to thofe that petitioned him on a publickac- 
count, and indeed doing fuch things, than which he could 
devife no greater if he had been already fettled in the king- 
dom by Cafar. He alfo afcribed to him the releafing of the 
priloners that were if the hippodrome, and many other things, 
that either had been certainly done by him, or were believ 
to be done, and eafily might be believed to have been done, 
becaufe they were of {uch a nature as to be ufually done by 
young men, and by [uch as, out of a defire of ruling, feize 
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upon the government too foon. He alfo charged him with 
his περ εξ of the funeral mourning for his father, and with 
having merry meetings the very night in which he died ; and 
that it was thence the multitude took the handlé of raifing a 
tumult ; and if Archelaus could thus requite his dead father 
who had beftowed ftich benefits upon him, arid bequeathe 
fuch great things to him, by pretending to thed tears for him 
in the day time, like an aétor on the ftage. but every night 
making mirth for having gotten the government, he would 
appear to be the fame Archelaus with regard to Cefar, if he 
granted him the kingdom, which he hath been to his father ; 
Ince he had then dancing and finging, as though an enemy of 
his were fallen, and not as though a man were carried to his 
funeral, that was fo nearly related, and had been fo great a 
benetaétor to him. But he faid that the greateft crime of all 
was this, ihdt he caine now before Cafar to obtain the king- 
dom by his grant, while he had before a&ted in all things as 
he could have aéed it Cafar himfelf, who ruled all, had fixed 
him firmly in the government. And what he molt aggravat: 
ed in his pleading, was the {laughter of thofe about the tem- 
‘ ple, and the impiety of it, as done at the teftival; and how 
they were flain like facrifices themfelves, fome of whom were 
foreigners, and others of their own country, till the tempte. 
was full of dead bodies : And all this was done, hot by an al- 
ien, but by one who pretended to the lawful title of a king, 
that he might complete the wicked tyranny which his nature 
prompted himi to, and which 18 hated by all men. On which 
account his father riever fo much as dreamed of making him 
his fucceffor in the kingdom, when he was of fo found a mind, 
becaule he knew his difpofition ; and, in his former and more 
authentic teftament, he appointed his antagonift Antipas to fuc- 
ceed ; but that Archelaus was called by his father to that dig- 
nity, when he was in a dying condition, both of body and 
mind, while Antipas was called wher He was ripeft in his judg- 
ment, and of fuch ftrength of body as made him capable ot 
managing his own affairs: And if his father Had the like nos 
tion ot him formierly that he hath now fhewed, yet hath δὲ 
given a fuficient {pecimen what a king he is likely to bé, 
when he hath [in effett] deprived Czfar of that power of dif- 
pofing of the kingdom, which he juftly hath, and hath not ab- 
itained from making a terrible flaughter of his fellow citizens 
-in the temple, whue he was but a private perfon.” 

6. So when Antipater had made this {peech, and had ¢on- 
firmed what he had faid by producing many witneffes from 
among Archelaus’s own felations, he made an end of his plead- 
ing. Upon which Nicolaus arofe up to plead for Archelayg, 
and faid, ‘‘ That what had been done at the temple was rathay 
to be attributed to the mind of thofe that had been kuled, (ἥδε 
tothe authority of Archelaus ; for that thofe, who were the 
authors of fuch things are not only wicked in theinjuriesthey. 

Vor. Il. Q gq 
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do of themfelves, but in forcing fober perfons to avenge them- 
felves upon them. Now it.is evident, that what thefe did in 
way of oppofition was done under pretence indeed againft 
Archelaus, but in reality againft Czfar himfelt, tor they after 
an injurious manner, attacked and flew thofe who were fent 
by Archelaus, and who came only to put a ftop to their do- 
ings. They had no regard, either to God or to the feftival, 
whom Antipater yet is not alhamed to patronize, whether it be 
out of his indulgence of an enmity to Archelaus, or out of his 
hatred of virtue and juftice. For as to thofe who begin fuch 
tumults, and firft fet about fuch unrighteous ations, they are 
the men who force thofe that punifhh them to betake them- 
felves to arms even againft their will. So that Antipater in 
effe&t afcribes the reft of what was done to all thofe who were 
of counfel to the accufers, for nothing which is here accufed 
of injuftice has been done. but what was derived from them as 
its authors ; nor are thofe things evil in themfelves, but fo 
reprefented only in orderto do harm to Archelaus. Such is 
thefe mens inclinations to do dn injury to a man that is ot their 
kindred, their father’s benefactor, and tamiliarly acquainted 
with them, and that hath ever lived in friendfhip with them ; 
for that, as to this teftament, it was made by the king when he 
was of a found mind, and fv ought to be of more authori 
than his former teftament ; and that for this reafon, becaufe 
Cefar is therein le/t to be the judge and dilpofer of alt therein 
contained ; and for Czfar he will not, to be f{ure, at all imitate 
the unjuft proceedings of thofe men, who, during Herod's 
whole life, had on ail occafions been joint partakers of power 
with him, and yet do zealoufly endeavour to injure his deter- 
mination, while they have not themfelves had the fame regard 
to their kinfmen, f which Archelaus had, | Czefar will not there- 
fore difannul the teftament of a man whom he had entirely 
{upported, of his friend and contederate, and that which is 
committed to him in truft to ratify ; Nor will Cafar’s virtn- 
ous and upright, difpofition, which are known and uncontet- 
ed through all the habitable world, imitate the wickednels of 
thefe men in condemning a king as a madman, and as having 
loft his reafon, while he hath bequeathed the facceffion toa 
good fon of his, and to one who flies to Cefar’s upright deter- 
mination for refuge. Nor can Herod at any time ‘have been 
miftaken in his judgment about a fucceffor, while he fhewed fo 
much prudence as to fubmit all to Cafar's determination.” 

. 7. Now when Nicolaus had laid thefe things before Czfar, 
he ended his plea ; whereupon Czfar was fo obliging to Ar- 
chelaus, that he raifed him up when he had caft himfelt down 
at his feet, and faid, that “ he well deferved the kingdom ;” 
and he foon let them know, that he was fo far moved in his 
favour, that he would not aé otherwife than his father’s tefta- 
ment direfted and than was for the advantage of Archelaus: 
However, while he gave this encouragement to Archelaus τὸ 





Chap. X.] ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. 315 


depend on him fecurely, he made no full determination about 
him ; and, when the a embly was broken up, he confidered 
by himfelf, whether he fhould confirm the kingdom to Arche- 
Jaus, or whether he fhould part it among al] Herod’s pofterity ; 
and this becaufe they all ftood in need of much affiftance. to 
fupport them. 


CHAP. X. 


A Sedition of the Fews againft Sabinus ;. and how Varug 
brought the Authors of it to Punifhment. 


4 1. Bo betore thefe things could be brought to a fetfle- 

ment, Malthace, Archelaus’s mother, fell into a 
diftemper, and died of it ; and letters came Jrom Varus, the 
prefident ot Syria, which informed Czfar of the revolt of the 
Jews; for, after Archelaus was failed, the whole nation was 
tn atumult, So Varus, fince he was there himfelf, brought 
the authors of the difturbance to punifhment ; and when he 
had reftrained them tor the moft part from this fedition, which 
᾿ς was a great one, he took his journey to Antioch, leaving one’ 

legion of his army at Jerufalem to keep the Jews quiet, who 

were now very fond of innovation. Yet did not this at all 
avail to putan end to that their fedition ; forafterV arus was gone 
away, Sabinus, Czfar’s procurator, διά behind, and greatly 
diftreffed the Jews, relying on the forces that were left there, 
that they would by their multitude prote& him ; fer he made 
ufe of them, and armed them as his guards, thereby fo opprel- 
fing the Jews, and giving them {o great difturbance, that at 
length they rebelled ; for he ufed force in feizing the citadels, 
and zealoufly preffed on the fearch after the king’s money, in 
order to feize upon it by force, on accqunt of his love of gain, 
and his extraordinary covetou{nefs, __ 

2. Butthe approach ot Pentecoft, which 15 afeftival of ours 
ο called fromthe days of our forefathers, a great many ten 
thoufands of men got tagether ; nor did they come only te 
celebrate the feftival, byt out of their indignation at the mad- 
nefs of Sabinus, and at tle injuries he offered them. A great 
number there was of Galileans, and Idumeans, and many men 
from Jericho, and others who had _ pafled over the river Jor- 
dan, and inhabited thofe parts, This whole multitude joined 
themfelves to all the reft, and were more zealous than the 
others in making anaffault on Sabinus, in order to be aveng- 
ed on him : So they parted themfelves into three bands, and 
encamped themfelves in the places following : Some of them 
feized on the Hipodrome, and of the other two bands, one 
pitched themfelves from the northern part of the temple to 
the fouthern, on the eaft quarter ; but the third band held the 
weftern part of the city, where the king’s palace was. Their 
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work tended entirely to befiege the Romans, and to inclofe 
them on all fides. Now Sabinus was afraid of thefe mens 
number, and of their refolution, who had little regard to their 
lives, but were very defirous not tobe overcome, while they 
thought it a point af puiflance to overcome their enemies ; fo 
he fent immediately a letter to Varus, and, a8 he uled to do, 
was very preffing with him, and entreated him to c..me quick- 
ly to his affiftance ; becaufe the forces he had lett were ia 
iminent danger, and would probably, in no long time, be 
feized upon, and cut to pieces; while he did himielf get u 
to the higheft tower of the fortrefs Phafaelus, which had bee 
built in honour οἱ Bhafaelus, king Herod’s brother, and ¢al- 
led fo when the * Parthians had brought him to his death. So 
Sabinus gave thencea fignal to the Romans to tall upon the 
Jews, although he did not himfelf venture fo much as to 
come down τὸ his friends and thought he might expe& that the 
others fhould expofe themfelyes firt to die on account of his a, 
varice. However the Romans ventured to make a fally out 
of the place, and a terrible battle enfued; wherein, though: 
is true the Romans beat their adverfaries, yet were not the 
jews daunted in their refolutions, even when they had the 
ght of that terrible laughter that wags made of them; but 
they wert round about. and got upon thofe cloifters, which 
encompaffed the outer court of the temple, where a great fight 
was ftill continued, and they caft ftones at the Romans, partly: 
with their hands, and partly with flings, as being much ufed τὸ 
thofe exercifes. All the archers alfo in array did the Romang 
a great deal of mifchiet ; becaufe they pfed their hands dex- 
troufly from ἃ place fuperior to the others, and becaufe the 
others were at an utter'lafs what to do ; for when they tried ta 
fhoot their arrows againft the Jews upwards, thefe arrows 
could not reach them, infomuch that the Jews were eafily too 
hard for their enemtes. And this fort of fight lafted a great 
while, till at Jaft the Romans, who were greatly diftreffed 
by what was done, fet fire to the cloifters fo privately, that 
thofe who were gotten uponthem did not perceive it. This 
fire + being fed by a great deal of combult le matter, caught 
hold immediately on the roof of the cloifters ; fo the wood 
which was full of pitch and wax, and whole gold was laid on 
it with wax, yielded to the flame prefently and thofe vaft 
works which were of the higheft value and efleem, were. de- 
ftroyed utterly, while thofe chat were on the raof unexpedted- 
ly perifhed at the fame time ; for as the root tumbled down, 


; . See Antid. B. XIV. ch. xiii. §.10 Vol. 11. and, Of the War, B. II. cb. xxi. 
9. Vol. 111. : 

t Thefe great devaftations made about the temple bere, and, Of the War, B. LI. 
dh. Iii. § 3. Vol. 111. feem not to have been fully re-edified in the days of Nero ἢ 
till whole time there were 18000 workmen continually emplo ia rebuilding 
and repniring that temple,-as Jofephus informs us, Antig. B. XX. ch. ix. §7. Vel. 
I}. Seg the note on that place. 
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fome of thefe meh tumbled down with it, and others of them 
were killed by their enemies who encompaffed them. There 
was a great number more, who out of defpair of faving their 
lives, and out of aftontfhment at the mifery that furrounded 
them, did either caft themfelves into the fire, or threw them- 
felves upon their own fwords, and fo got out of their mifery, 
But as to thofe that retired behind the fame way by which 
they afcended, and thereby efcaped, they were.all killed b 
the Romans, as being unarmed men, and their courage fail- 
ing them; their wild fury being now not able ta help them, 
hecaufe they were deftitute of armour, infomuch that, of thofe 
that went up to the top of the root. not one efcaped. The 
Romans alfo rufhed through the fire, where it gave them room 
fo to do, and feized on that treafure where the facred money 
was repofited ; agreat part of which was ftolen by the {fol- 
diers and Sabinus got openly four hundred talents. 

3. But this calamity of the Jews friends, who fell in this 
battle, grieved them, as did allo this plundering of the mon- 
ey dedicated to God in the temple. ‘Accordingly that body 
οἱ them which continued bef{ together, and was the mo 
warlike, encompaffed the palace, and threatened to fet fire to 
it,and kill all that were init, Yet ftill they commanded them 
to go out prefently, and promifed, that if they would do fo, 
they would not hurt them, nor Sabinug neither, at which 
time the greateft part ot the king’s troops deferted to them, 
while Rutus and Gratus who had three thoufland of the moft 
warlike of Herod’s army with them, who were men of aftive 
bodies, went over tothe Romans. There was alfo a band of 
horfemen under the command of Rutus, which itfelf went 
over to the Romans alfo. However the Jews went on with 
the fiege, and dug mines under the palace walls, and befought 
thofe that were gone over to the other fide, not to be their 
hindrance, now they had fuch a proper opportunity for the 
recovery of their country’s ancient liberty ; and for Sabinus, 
truly he was defirous of going away with his foldiers, but was 
not able to truft himfelf with the enemy, on account of what 
mifchiet he had already ‘done them ; and he took this great 
| pretended] lenity of theirs for an argument why he fhould 
not comply with them ; and fo becaule he expeéted that Va- 
rus was coming, he fill bore the fiege. 

_ 4. Now at this time there were ten thoufand other diforders 
in Judea, which were like tumults ; becaufe a great number 
put themfelves into a warlike pofture, either out of hopes of 
gain to themfelves, or out of enmity tothe Jews. In par- 
ticular, two thoufand of Herod’s old foldiers, who had been 
already difbanded, got together in Judea itfelf, and fought a- 
gainft the king’s troops; although Achiabus, Herod’s firft 
coufin oppofed them ; but as he was driven out of the plains 
into the mountainous parts by the military fkill of thofe men, 
re kept himfelf in the faftnefles that were there, and faved what 
ε could. 
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.5, There was alfo Judas, * the fon of that Ezekias who had 
heen head of the robbers ; which Ezekias was avery ftrong 
man, and had with great difficulty been caught by Herod. 
This Judas having gotten together a multitude of men of a 
profligate charafter about Sephoris in Galilee, made an affaule 
upon the palace [there] and feized upon all the weapons that 
were laid up in it, and with them armed every one of thofe 
that were with him, and carrid awy what money was left 
there; and he became terrible to all men, by tearing and 
rending thofe that came near him; and all this in order to 
raife himfelt, and out an ambitious defire of the royal digni- 
ty ; and he hoped to obtain that as the reward, not ot his 
vartuous {kill in war, but ot his extrayagance in doing injunes. 

6. There was alfo Simon, who had been a flave of Herod 
the king, but in other refpefts a comely perfon, of a tall and 
robuft body ; he was one that was much fuperiar to others of 
his order, and had had great things committed to his care. 
This man was elevated at the diforderly ftate of things, and 
was fo bold as to put a diadem on his head, while a certain 
number of the people flood by him, and by them he was 
declared to be a king, and thought himfelf more worthy of 
that dignity than any one elfe. He burnt down the royal pal- 
ace at Jericho, and plundered what was left init. He alfo 
fet fire to many other of the king’s houfes in feveral places of 
the country, and utterly deftroyed them, and permitted thofe 
that were with him, to take what was lett in them for a prey ; 
and he would have done greater things unlefg care had been 

,taken_ to reprefs him immediately ; for Gratus, when he had 
joined himle]t to fome Roman foldiers, took the forces he 
had with him, and met Simon, and after a great and a long 
fight, no imall part of thofe that came from Perea who were 
a difordered body of men, and fought rather in a bold than 
in fkiltul manner, were deftroyed ; and although Simon had 
faved himfelf by flying away through a certain valley, yet 
Gratus overtook him, and cut off his head. The royal pal- 
ace alfo at Amathus, by the river Jordan, was burnt down by 
a party of men that were got together, as were thofe belong- 
ing to-Simon. And thus did a great and a wild fury fpread 
ztlelf over the gation, becaule they had no king to keep the 


8. Unleis this Judas, the fon of Ezekias, he the fame with that Theudas men- 
tioned, Aéts v. 36. Jolephus muft have omitted him; for that other Theudas, 
whom he afterward mentions under Fadus, the Roman governor, B. XX. ch. v. 
41. vol. IJ is much too Jate to correfpond to him that is mentioned in the ads. 
The names Theudas, Thaudeus, and Judas, differ but little. See Abp Usher's 
Annals at A.M 4001. However, fince Jofephus does not pretend to reckon up 
the heads of all thofe fen thoufand diforders in Judea, which he tells us were then 
abroad, fee { &. 4. and 8. the Theudas of the A&s might be at the head of one of 
thofe feditions, though not particularly named by him. Thus he informs us here, 
{cQ. 6. and OF the War, B. II ch. iv. fe&. 4. Vol. ITI. that certain of the feditious 
game and burnt the royal palace at Amathus, or Betharamphta, upon the river Jor- 
dau. . Perhaps their leader, who is not named by Jofephus, might be this Theudas. 
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multitude in good order, and becaufe thofe foreigners; who 
came to’ reduce the feditious to fobriety, did on the’ contrary’ 
fet them more in a flame; becaufe of the injuries they‘offered' 
them, and the avaricious management of their affairs. 
4. But becaufe Athronges, a perfon neither eminent by the 
dignity of his progenitors, nor for any great wealth he was 
pofléffed of, but one that had in all refpe4ts been a fhepherd 
only, and was not known by any body ; yet becaufe he was a” 
tall man, and excelled others in the ftrength‘of his hands; he 
was fo bold as to fet up tor’ king. This man thought it fo 
fweet.a thing todo more thar ordinary injuries to others, that’ 
although he fhould be killed, he did not much’ care if he loft 
his life in fo great adefign. He had alfo'four brethren, who’ 
were tall men themfelves and were believed to be {uperior to 
others in the ftrength of their hands, and thereby were encour- 
aged to aim at great things, and thought that ftrength of ‘theirs” 
would fupport themt in retaining the kingdom. ch of thefe’ 
ruled over a band of men of their own ; for thofe that got to- 
gethet to them were very numerous, ‘Fhey wére every one 
ot them alfo'commanders ; but, when they came to fight they’ 
were fubordinate to him, and’ fought for hit, while he’ put a‘ 
diadem about his head, and aflembled a‘council to debate about’ 
what things fhould be done, and all things were done accord. 
ing te his pleafure. And this matt retdined his power a great 
while ; he was alfo called king, and had nothing to hinder him’ 
from doing what he pleafed. He alfo, as well as his brethren, 
flew a great many both of the Romans, and of the king’s torc-- 
es, and managed matters with the like hatred to each of them. 
The king’s forces they fell upon, becaufe of the licentious* . 
conduét they had been allowed under Herod’s government ; 
and they fell upon the Romans, becanfe of the injuries’ they’ 
had fo lately received from them. But in procefs of time; 
they grew more cruel to all forts of men; nor could any one 
efcape from one or other of thefe feditions, fince they flew’ 
{ome out of the hopes of gain, and others froma mere cuftom ’ 
of flaying men. They once attacked a company of Romans 
at Emmaus, who were bringing corn and weapons to the ar- 
my, and fell upon Arius, the centurion, who commanded’ the’ 
company, and {hot forty οἱ the Ὀ6 οἱ his foot foldiets ; but 
the reft of them were affrighted at their flaughter, and left their 
dead behind them, but faved themfelves by the means ot Gra- 
tus, who came with the king’s troops that were about him to’ 
their affiftance. Now thefe tour brethren continued the war, 
a long while by fuch fort of expeditions, and much grieved’ 
the Romans ; but did their own nation alfoa great deal of 
mifchief. Yet werethey afterward fubdued ; one of them in’ 
a fight with Gratus, another with Prolemy ; Archelaus alfo 
took the eldeft of them prifoner ; while the laft of them was 
fo dejefted at the other’s misfortune and {aw fo plainly that 
he had no way now leit to fave himfelf, his army being worn 
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away with ficknefs and continual labours that he alfo deliver- 
ed himfelf up to Archelaus, upon his promife and oath to God 
[to preferve his life.] But thefe things came to pafs a good 
while afterward. 

8. And now Judea was full of robberied ; and, as the fev- 
eral companies of the feditious hght upon any one to head 
them, he was created a king immediately, in order to do mif- 
chief to the public. They were in fome fmall meafure in- 
deed, and in fmall matters. hurtful to the Romans ; but 
the murders they committed upon their own people lafted a 
long while. 

9. As foon as Varus was once informed of the ftate of Ju- 
dea by Sabinus’s writing to him, he was afraid for the legion 
“he had left there ; {o he took the two other legions, (for there 
were three legions in all belonging to Syria) and four troops 
of horfemen, with the feveral auxiliary forces which either 
the kings, or certain of the tetrarches, afforded him, and 
made what hafte he could to affift thofe that were then befieg- 
edin Judea. He alfo gave order, that all that were fent out 
for this expedition lhould miake hafte to Ptolemais. The cit- 
izens of Berytus alfo gave him 1500 auxiliaries, as he paffed 
through their city. retas alfo, the king ot Arabia Petrea, 
out of his hatred to Herod, and in order to purchafe the fa- 
vour of the Romans, fent him no {mall affftance, befides their 
footmen and horfemen ; and, when he had now colleGed all 
his forces together, he committed part of them to his fon, and 
to a friend of his. and fent them upon an expedition into Gah- 
lee which lies in the neighbourhood of Ptolemais ; who made 
an attack upon the cnemy, and put them to flight, and took 
Sepphoris, and made its inhabitants flaves and burnt the city. 
But Varus himfelt purfued his march for Samaria with his 
whole army : Yet did not he meddle with the city of that name, 
becaufe it had not at all joined with the feditious; but pitched 
his camp at a certain village that belonged to Ptolemy, whofe 
name was. Arus, which the Arabians burnt, out of their hatred 
to Herod, and out of the enmity they bore to his friends ; 
whence they marched to another village, whofe name was 
Sampho, which the Arabians plundered and buint, although it 
was a fortified and ἃ {trong place; and all along this march no- 
thing efcaped them, but all places were full of fireand of flaugh- 
ter. Emmaus was allo burnt by Warus’s order, after its 1n- 
habitants had deferted it, that he might avenge thofe that had 
there been deftroyed. From thence he now marched to Jeru- 
falem ; whereupon thole Jews whofe camp lay there. and who 
had befieged the Roman legion, not bearing the coming of this 
army, lett the fiege imperfeet : But as to the Jerufalem Jews, 
when Varus reproached them bitterly for what had been done, 
they cleared themfelves of the accufation, and alledged, that 
the conflux of the people was occafioned by the feaft ; that the 
war was not made with their approbation, but the rafhnels of 
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the ftrangers, while they were onthe fide of the Romans, and 
befieged together with them, rather than having any inclina- 
tion to befiege them. There alfo came before hand to meet 
Varus, Jofeph, the coufin-german of king Herod, as allo 
Gratus and Rufus, who brought their foldiers along with them, 
together with thofe Romans who had been befieged : But Sa- 
binus did not come into Varus’s prefence, but {tole out of the 
city privately, and went to the fea- fide: 

10. Upon 4115 Varus fenta part of his army into the coun- 
try, to feek out thofe that had been the authors of the revolt ; 
and when they were difcovered, he punifhed fome ot them 
that were mot guilty, and fome he difmiffed : Now the num- 
ber ot thole that were crucified on this account, were two thou- 
fand. After which he difbanded his army, which he tound 
noway8 ufeful tohim in the affairs he came about; for they 
behaved themfelves very diforderly, and difobeyed hi’ orders, 
and what Varus deftred them to do, and this out οἱ regard to 
that gain which they made by the mifchief they did. As for 
himfelf, when he was intormed that ten thoufand Jews had 
gotten together, he made hafte to catch them; but they did 
not proceed fo fat as to fight him, but, by the advice of Achi- 
abus, they came together, and delivered themfelves up to him.: 
Hereupon Varus forgave the crime of revolting to the multi- 
| tude, but fent their feveral commanders to Caelar, many of 

whom Czlar difmiffed ; but forthe feveral relations of Her- 
od who had been among thefe men in this war, they were the 
only perfons whom he punifhed, who, without the leaft regard 
to suttice, fought againft their own kindred. : 


CHAP. ΧΙ. 


An Ambaffage of the Fews to Cafar ; and how Cafar cotfirme 
ed Herod's Teflament. 


§ τ. CO when Varus had fettled thefe affairs, and had plac- 
ed the former legion at Jerufalerm, he retarned back 

to Antioch ; but as for Archelaus, he had new fources of troa- 
ble came upon him at Rome, on the occafions following : For 
an ambaffage of the Jews was come to Rome, Varus having 
ermitted the nation to fend it, that they might petition for the 
iberty * of living by thetrown laws. Now the number of 
the ambaffadors that were fent by the authority of the nation 
was fifty, to which they joined above eight thoufand of the 
Jews that were at Rome already. Hereupon Czfar affembled 
is friends, and the chiet men among the Romans in the tem. 
ple of Apollo t+, which he bad built at a vaft charge ; whither 


* See OF the War, B. IT. ch, ii. fe. 4. Vol. 111, 
+ See the note, Of the War, B. 11. ch, vi, fe&. 2. Vol. TIT. 
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the ambaffadors came, and a multitude of the Jews that were’ 
there already, came with them, as did alfo Archelaus and his 
friends ; but as for the feveral kinfmen which Archelaus- 
had, they would not join themfelves with bim, out of their 
hatred to bim ; and yet they thought it too grofsa thing for 
them to affift the ambaffadors [againtt him |, as fuppofing ix 
would be a difgrace to them in Czfar’s opinion to think of 
thus ating in oppolition to aman of their own kindred*, 
Philip alfo was come hither out of Syria, by the perfuafion of © 
Varus, with this principal intention to ae his brother [ Ar- 
chelaus|; for Varus was his great friend; but ftill fo, thatit 
there fhould any change happen in the ferm of government 
(which Varus ‘petted’ there would), andif any diftribution 


. fhould be made on account of the number that defired the lib- 


erty of living by their own-laws,: that he might not be difap. 
pointed, but might have his fhare in it. : 

2. Now, upon:the liberty that was given to the Jewilb ame 
haffadors to {peak, they: who hoped to obtain a diffolution of 
kingly government betook themielves to accufe Herod of his 
iniquities ; and they declared, “ That he was indeed in name 
a king, but that he had taken to himfelt that uncontroulable au- 
thority which tyrants exercife over their fubjeéts, and had 
made ufe of that authority forthe deftruction of the Jews, and 
did not abftain from making many innovations among them be- 
fides according to his own inclinations ; and that whereas there 
were a great many who perifhed by that deftru€tion he brought - 
upon them,: fo many indeed as no other hiftory relates, they 
that furvived were far more miferable than thofe that faffered 
under him, not only by the anxiety they were in from his 
looks and difpofition towards them, but trom the danger their 
eftates were τῇ of being taken away by him. That he did. 
never leave off adorning tliefe cities that lay in their neigh- 
bourhpod, but were inhabited by foreigners ;- but fo’ that the 
cities belonging'to bis own government were ruined, and ut- 
terly deftroyed: That whereas when he took the kingdom, it 
was in an extraordinary flourifhing: condition, he bad filled- 
the nation with the utmoft degree of poverty ;- and when, up- 
on unjuft pretences, he had flain any: of the nobility, he took 
away their eftates ; and when he permitted any of them te 
live, he condemned them to the forteiture of what they pof- 
fefled. And befides the annual impofitions which he laid 
upon. every one of them: they were to make liberal prefents 
tq himfelf, to his domeftics and triends, and to fuch of his 
flaves as were vowchfafed the favour οἵ being ‘his tax-gathere 
ers; becaufe there was no way of obtaining a treedom from 
unjuft violence, without giving either gold or filver for it. 
That they would fay nothing of the corruption of the chaftity; 
of their virgins, and the reproach laid on their wives-tor.in- 


' ΦΉΣ was tetsarch afterward. 
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eontinency, and thofe things afted after an infolent and inhu- 
man manner ; becaule it was not a {maller pleafure to the fuf. 
ferers to have {uch things concealed, than it would have been 
to have fuffered then. That Herod had put fuch abufes 
upon them as a wild beaft would not have put on them, if he 
had power given him to rule over us ; and that although their 
nations had paffed through many fubverfionsand alterations of 
government, their hiftory gave no accountof any calamity 
they had ever been under that could be compared with this 
which Herod had brought upon their nation: That it was for 
this reafon, that they thought they might juftly and gladly fa- 
late Archelaus as king, upon this fuppofition, that whofoever 
fhould be fet over their kingdom, he wauld appear more mild 
to them than Herod had been; and thatthey had joined with 
him ‘in the mourning for his father, in order to gratify him, 
and were ready to oblige him in other points alfo, it they could 
meet with any degree of moderation trom him; but that he 
feemed to beatraid left he fhoald not be deemed Herod’s own 
fon ; and fo, without any delay ; and he immediately, let the 
ration underftand his meaning, and this before his dominion 
was well eftablifhed, fince the power of difpofing ot it belong. 
ing to Celar, who could either give itto him, or not, as he 
pleafed. That he had given a f{pecimen of his future virtue 
to his fubjeéts, and with what kind of moderation and good 
admintitration he would govern them, by that bis firft attion 
which concerned them, ns own citizens, and God himfelt al- 
fo, when he made the flaughter of three thoufand ot his own 
countrymen at the temple. How then could they avoid the 
juft hatred of him, who, to the reft of his barbarity, hath add- 
ed this as one of our crimes that we have oppofedand contra- 
di€ted him in the exercife of his authority ν᾿" Now the main 
thing they defired was this, That ‘‘ they might be delivered’ 
from kingly * and the like forms of government, and might 
be added to Syria, and be put under the authority of fuch 
prefidents of theirs as fhould be fent to them ; tor that it woul 
thereby be made evident, whether they be really a feditious 
people, and generally fond of innovations, or whether they 


* If any one compare that divine predi€ion coneerning the tyrannical powet 
which Jewith kings would exercife over them, if they would be fo foolith as 
£0 preter it before their ancient theocracy or ariQocracy, 1 Sam. viii. 1-——as. Antiq. 
B. 1, eh. iv. fe& 4. Vol. 1. he will foon find that it was {uper-abundantly fulfil- 
Jed in the days of Herod, and ghat to fuch a degree, that the nation now at ἰδὲ © 
feem forely to repent of fuch their ancient choice, in oppofition to God’s better 
choice for them, and had much rather be fubje€& to even a Pagan Roman govern- 
zpent, and their deputies, than to be any longer under the oppression of the family 
οἱ Herod ; which requeft of theirs Ausuftus did not now grant them, but did if 
for the one half of that nation in a few years afterward, upon frefh complaints 
made by the Jews againft Archelaus, who, under the more humble name of ari 
ethoarch, which Auguflus only would sow allow him, foon took upon him the 
Anfolence and tyranny of his father king Herod, as the remaining part of this bgo% 
will inform us, and particularly chap. xiii fe@, 3. 


> 
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would live in an orderly manner, if they might have gover 
nors of any fort of moderation fet over them.” 

3. Now when the Jews had faid this, Nicolaus vindicated 
the kings from thofe accufations, and faid, That ‘ as for Her- 
od, fince he had never been thus accufed * all the time of his 
life, it was not fit for thofe that might have accufed them οἱ 
Jeffer crimes than thofe now mentioned, and might have pro- 
cured him.to be punifhed during his life time, to bring an ac- 
culation againft him now he is dead. He allo attributed the 
aétions οἱ Archelaus to the Jews injuries to him, who affe@- 
ing to govern contrary to the laws, and going about to kill 
thofe that would have hindered them trom atting unjuftly, 
when they were by him punifhed for what they had done, 
made their complaints againft him ; fo he acculed them of 
their attempts for ianovation, and of the pleafure they took in 
fedition, by reafon of their not having learned to fubmit ta 
juftice, and to the laws, but ftill defiring to be fuperiar in all 
things.” This was the fubftance of what Nicolaus faid. 

4. When Czfar had heard thefe pleadings, he diffolyed the 
aflembly ; but afew days afterwards he appointed Archelaus 
not indeed to be king of the whole country, but ethnarch of 
the one half of that which had been fuhje& to Herod, and 
promifed to give him the royal dignity hereafter, if be gov- 
erned his part virtuoufly. But as tor the ather halt, he divid- 
ed, it into two parts, and gave it to two other of Herod's fons, 
to Philip and to Antipas, that Antipas who difputed with Ar- 
chelaus for the whole kingdom. Now to him it was that Perea 
and Galilee paid their tribute, which amounted t annually twa 
hundred talents, while Batanea, with Trachonitis, ag well ag 


* This is nottrue, See Antiq. B. XIV. ch. ix. fe& 4. 4. and ch. xii. @. 9, 
gnd ch, xiii, feft. 1. 2. Antig. B. XV. ¢h. iii, fe&. 5. aud ch. x. f& 2. 4. 
Antiq. B. AVI. ch. ix. fe&. 3. Vol. 11. 

+ Since Jofephus here informs us that Archelaus had one-half of the kingdom 
of Herod, and prefently informs us farther, that Archelaus’s annual income, after 
an abatement of one quarter for the prefent, was 600 talents, we may therefore 
gather pretty nearly what was Herod the Great’s yearly income, I mean about 
1600 talents, which, at the known value of 3000 fhekels to a talent, and about 
45. 10d. toa shekel, in the days of Jofephus, fee the note on Antiq. B. IIE. ch. viii. 
fe&t. 2. Vol. I. amounts to L. 680,090 Sterling per annum ; which income, thoagk 

reat in itfelf, bearing no proportion to his vait expencesevery where vifible in 
Fofephus, and to the vaft fums he left behind him in his will, chap viii. fe& 2. 
and chap, xii. fe& 1. the reft muft have arifen either from his confication of thofe 
great men’s eftates whom he put to death, or made to pay fine forthe faving of 
their lives, or from fome other heavy methods of oppression which {uch favage 
tyrants ulually exercife upon their miferable fubjeés ; or rather from thefe fever- 
al methods put together. all which yet feern very much too {mall for his expences 
being drawn from no larger a nation than that of the Jews, which was very pop- 
ulous, but without the advantage cf trade, to bring them riches ; fo that I can- 
not but ftrongly iufpe& that πὸ {mall part of this his wealth arofe from another 
fource, I mean from fome vaft {ums he took‘out of David's fepulchre, but cone 
cealed from the people. See the note on Antig. B. VIE ch. xv. ‘fea, 4. vol, 1. 
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Auranitis, with a certain * part"of what was called the houfe of 
Zenodorys, paid the tribute of one hundred talents to Philip ; 
but Idumea, and Judea, and the country of Samaria paid tri- 
bute to Archelaus, but had now a fourth part of that tribute 
taken off by the order of Czfar, who decreed them that ntiti- 
gation, becaufe they did not join in this revolt with the reft of 
the multitude, There were alfo certain of the cities which 
paid tribute to Archelaus, Strato’s tower, and Sebafte, with 
Joppa and Jerufalem ; for as to Gaza and Gadara, and Hip- 
pos, they were Grecian cities, which Czfar feparated from 
his government, and added them to the province otf Syria. 
Now the tribute-money that came to Archelaus every year 
trom his own dominions, amounted to fix hundred talents. 

5. And fo much came to Herod’s fons trom their father’s ine 
keritance. But Salome, befides what her brother left her by 
his teftament, which were Jamnia, and Afhdod, and Phafaelis, 
and five hundred thoufand | drachma] of coined filver, Cafar 
made her a prefent of a royal habitation at Afkelon ; in all, her 
revenues amounted to fixty talents by the year, and her dwel- 
liug-houfe was within Archelaus’s government. The réftalfo 
ot the king’s relations received what his teftament allotted them. 
Moreover, Cafar made a prefent to each of Herod’s two#Vir- 

in-daughters, befides what their father left them, of two 
Fundred and fifty thoufand | drachme } of filver, and married 
them to Pherords’s fons : He alfo granted all that was be- 

ueathed to himfelt to the king’s fons, which was one thoufand 

ve hundred talents, excepting a few of the velfels, which 
he referved tor himlelf ; and they were acceptableto him, not 
ἔο much for the great value they were of as becaufe they were 
memorials of the king to him, 


CHAP. XII, 
Concerning a fpurtous Alexander. 


δ 1. WHEN thefe affairs had been thus fettled by Czfar, 
acertain young man, by birtha Jew, but brought 


® Take here avery ufeful note of Grotius, on Luk:, B. IIT. ch. i. here quoted 
by Dr. Hud{on : «* When Jofephus fays that fome part of the houfe [or poffession ] 
pf Zenodorus (i. e. Abilene,) was allotted to Philip, he thereby declares that 
‘the larger part of it belonged to another ; this other was Lylanias, whom Luke 
mentions, of the pofterity of that Lyfanias who was poffeffed of the fame coun- 
try called Abtiene, from the city Abila, and by others Chu‘cidene, from the city 
Chalcis, when the government of the eaft was under Antonius, and eis after 
Ptolemy, the fon of Mennius, from which Lyfanias, this country, came to be 
commonly called the Country uf Lyfanias ; and as, atter the death of the former 
Lyfanias, it was called the tetrarchy. of Zenodorus, {o, after the death of Zeno- 
dorus, or when the time for which he hired it was ended, when another Ly{fa- 
nias, of the fame name with the former, was poffeffed of usc fame country, it 
began to be called again the tetrarchy of Lyfanias.” However, fince Jofephus elfe- 
where, Antiq. B. XX. ch. vii. § 1. Vol. 11. clearly diftinguishes Abilene from 
Chalcijdine, Gretius muft be bere fo far miftaken. 
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sup by 2 Roman freed-man in the city Sidon, ingraked him- 
felf into the kindred of Herod, by the refemblance of his 
countenance, which thofe that faw him atiefled to be that of 
Alexander, the fon of Herod, whom he had flain ; and this 
Was an incitement to him to eadeavour to obtain the gov- 
ernment : So he took to him as an afiiftant, a man of his 
ewn country, (one that was well acquainted with the ai- 
fairs of the palace, but on other accounts, an ill man, asd 
one whofe nature made him capable of canfing great diflur- 
hances τὸ the public, and one that became a teacher of fucha 
mifchievous contrivance to the other,} and declared himielf to 
be Alexander, and the fon of Herod. but folen away by one 
of thofe who were fent to flay him, who, in reality, flew oth- 
ex men in order to deceive the fpeGators, bat faved both hmm 
and his brother Ariftobulus. us was this man clated, and 
able to impofe on thofe that came to him ; and when he was 
come to Grete, he made all the Jews that came to difcourle 
with him believe bim | to be Alexander.] And when he had 
gotien much money which had been prefented to him there, 
affed over to Melos, where he got much more money than 
he had before, out of the belief they had that he was of the 
48 family, and their hopes that he would recover his fath- 
era principality , and reward his beneta@tors ; fo he made hafte 
ta Rome, and was conduéted thither by thofe flrangers who 
entertained him. He was alfo fa fortunate, as, upon his land- 
ing at Dicearchia, to bring the Jews that were there into the 
fame delufion ; and not only other people, but alfo all thofe 
that had been great with Herod, or had a kindnefs for him 
joined themfelves to this man as to their king. The caufe of 
it was this, that men were glad of his pretences, which were 
feconded by the likenefs of bis countenance, which made 
thofe that had been acquainted with Alexander ftrongly to be- 
lieve that he was no othec but the very fame perfon, which 
they alfo confirmed to others by oath; infomuch that when 
the report went about him that he was coming to Rome, the 
whole multitude of the Jews that were there went out to meet 
him, afcribing it to divine providence that he had fo unex- 
pettedly efcaped, and being very joyful on account of his 
mother's family. And when he was come, he was carried ina 
royal litter through the flreets, and all the ornaments about hia 
was fuch as kings are adorned withal ; and this was at the ex- 
pences of thofe that entertained him. The multitude alfo 
flocked about him greatly, and made mighty acclamations to 
him, and nothing was omitted which could be thought fuita- 
ble to fuch as had been fo unexpettedly preferved. . 
2. When this thing was told Czfar, he did not believe it, 
becaufe Herod was not eafily to be impofed upon in fuch af- 
fairs as were of great concern to him; yet having fome fuf- 
picion it might be fo, he fent one Celadus, a freed man of his, 
and one that had converfed with the young men themfelves, 
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and bad him bring Alexander into his prefence : So he brough¢ 
him, being no wore accurate in judging about him than the 
reft of the multitude. Yet did not he decieve €Czfar ; for ale 
though these were a réfemblance between him and ‘Alexander, 
yet was it not fo exa€t as to impofe on {uch as were prudent 
in difcerning ; for this fpurious Alexander: had his hands 
rough, by the labours he had been put to, and mitead of that 
foftnefs of body which the other had, and this as derived from 
his delicate and generous education, this man, for the con- 
trary reafon, had a tugged body. When therefore, Czfar 
faw how the mafter and the {cholar agreed in this lying flory, 
and in a bold. way of talking, he enquired about Ariftobulus, 
and afked what become of him, who (it feems) was flolen a- 
way together with him, and for what reafon it was that he did 
not come along with him, and endeavour to recover that doe - 
minion which was due to his high birth alfo ? And when he 
faid, That “πὸ had been left in the ifle of Crete, for fear of 
the -dangerg of the fea, that, in cafe any accident fhould come . 
to himlelf, the pofterity of Mariamne might not utterly per- 
ifh, but that Ariftobulus might furvive, and punifh thole that 
laid fuch treacherous defigna againft them.” And when he 
perfevered in his affirmations, and the author of the impofture 
agreed in fupporting it, Cafar took the young man. by him« 
felf, and faid to him, “ If thou.wilt not impofe upon me, thow 
fhalt have this for thy reward, that theu fhalt efcape with thy 
lite ; teld me then who thou art! And who it was that had 
boldnefs enough to contrive fuch a cheat asthis? For this 
contrivance is too confiderable a piece of villany to be uader- 
taken by one of thy age.” Accordingly, becaufe he had no 
other way to take, he told Czfar the contrivance, and after 
what manner, and by whom. it was laid together. So. Czfar, 
upon obferving the fpurious: Alexander to be a ftrong aéltive 
man, and fit to work with his hands, that he might not break 
his psomife to him, put him among thole that were to row a- 
mong the mariners:; but flew himvthat induced him to do what 
he had-done ; for aa for the people of Melos, he thought them 
fufbciently. punifhed, in having thrown away fo much of their 
money. upon this fpurious:Alexander. And {uch was the ig- 
nominious conchalion of this bold contrivance about-the {pu- 
rious Alexander. 


CHAP. XIII. 


Hew Archelaus, upon a fecond Accufation, was hanifhed to 
Vienna. 


ᾷ 1. W HEN Archelaus was entered on his ethnarchy, and 
ἮΝ was come into Judea, he a¢cufed Joazar, the fon 
_ of Bosthus, οἱ aflifting the feditious, and took away the highs 
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friefthood from him, and put Eleazer his brother this place. 
e alfo magnificently rebuilt the royal palace that had been 
at Jericho, and he diverted half the water with which the vil- 
lage of Neara ufed to be watered, and drew of that water in- 
to the Plain. to water thofe palm trees which he had there 
planted: He alfo built a village, and put his own name upon 
it, and called it Archelais. Moreover, he * tranfgreffed the 
law of our fathers. and martied Glaphyra the daughter of 
Archelaus, who had been the wife of his brother Alexander, 
which Alexander had three children by her. while εἴ was a 
thing deteftable among the Jews, to marry the brother’s wife; 
nor did this Eleazer abide long in the high-priefthood, Jefus, 
the fon of Sie, being put in his room while he was fill living. 

2. But in the tenth year of Archelaus’s government, both 
his brethren, and the principal men of Judea and Samaria, not 
being able to bear his barbarous and tyrannical ulage of them, 
accufed him betore Czefar, and that efpecially becaufe they 
knew he had broken the commands of Czafar, which obliged 
him to behave him/elf with moderation among them. Where- 
upon Czfar, when he heard it, was very angry and called for 
Archelaus’s fteward, who took care of his affairs at Rome, and 
whofe name was Archelaus alfo, and thinking it beneath him 
to write to Archelaus, he bid him fail away as foon as poffible, 
and bring him to us; fo the man made hafte in his voyage, 
and when he came into Judea he found Arehelaus feafting 
with his friends; fo he told him what Cztar had fent him about, 
and haftened him away. And when he was come {to Rome, } 
Czefar, upon hearing what certain accufers of his had to fay, 
and what reply he could make, both banifhed hrm, and ap- 
pointed Vienna a city of Gaul'to be the place of bis habita- 
tion, and took his money away from him. 

3. Now before Archelaus'was gone up to Rome upon this 
meffage, he related this drem to his friends, that ‘* he faw ears 
of corn, in number ten, full of wheat perfe@ily ripe, which 
ears, as tt feemed to him, were devoared by oxen.” And 
when he was awake and gotten up, becaufe the νι που appear- 
ed tobe of great importance to him, he fent for tie diviners, 
whole ftudy was employed about dreams. And while fome 
were of one opinion, and fome of another, (tor all their in- 
terpretations did not agree,) Simon, a man ot the feét of the 
Effens, defired leave to {peak his mind freely, and faid that 
** the vifion denoted a change in the affairs of Archelaus, and 
that not for the better ; that oxen, becaufe that animal takes 
uneafy pains in his labours denoted affli€tions, and indeed 
‘denoted farther, a change of affairs; becawle that land which 
15 ploughed by oxen cannot remain in its former fate: And 


* Spanheim fealorably obfervcs bere, that it was forbidden the Jews to marry 
their brother’s wife. when she had children by her firft bnsband, and that Zenores 
[cites,. or] interprets the claute hefore us accordingly. 
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that the ears of corn being ten, determined the like number of 
years, becaufé an ear of corn gfows in one year; and that the 
time of Archelaus’s gqvernment was over.”’ And thus did 
this man expound the dream. Now on the fifth day after this 
‘dream came firft to Archelaus, the other Archelaus, that was 
fent to Judea by Czfar to call him away came hither alfo. 

4. The like accident befel Glaphyra his wife, who was the 
daughter οἱ king Archelaus, who, as 1 faid before, was mare 
ried while fhe was a virgin, to Alexander the fon of Herod, 
and brother of Archelaus ; but fince it fell out fo that Alex- 
ander was flain by his father, fhe was married to Juba, the 
king of Lydia, and when he was dead, and fhe lived in wid- 
owhood in Cappadocia with her father, Archelaus divorced 
his former wife Mariamne, aad marriéd her, fo great was his 
affeGtion for this Glaphyra ; who during her marriage to him 
faw the following dream. She thought “ fhe faw Alexandet 
ftanding by her, at which fhe rejoiced, and embraced him with 
great affection ; but that he complained of her, and faid, O 

laphyra | thou proveit that faying to be true, which affures 
us, that women are not to be trufted. Didf not thou pledge 
thy faith to me ? and waft not thou married to me when thou | 
waft a virgin? and had we not children between us ? Yét haft 
thou forgotten the affeétion I bare to thee out ota defire 
of a fecond hufband. Nor haft thou been fatisfied with that 
injury thou didft me, but thou haft been fo bold as to procure 
thee a third hufband to lie by thee, and in an indecent and ime 
pudent manner haft entered into my houfe, and haft been 
married to Archelaus, thy hufband, and my brother. How- 
ever, 1 will not forget thy former kind affeétion for me, but 
will fet thee free trom every fuch reproach!ul a&ion, and 
caufe thee to be mine again, as thou once waft.” When fhe 
had related this to her female companions, in a few days time 
fhe departed this life. - ; 

§. Now I did not think thefe hiftories improper for the 
prefent difcourfe, both becaule my dilcourfe now is concern- 
ing kings, and otherwife alfo on actount of the advantage 
hence to be drawn, as well for the confirmation of the immor- 
tality of the foul, as of the providence of God over human 
affairs I thought them fit to be fet down ; but if any one does 
not velieve fuch relations, let him indeed enjoy his own opin- 
ion, bat let him not hinder another. that would thereby en. 
courage himfelf in virtue. So Archelaus’s country was laid 
to the province of Syria; and Cyrenius, one that had been 
conful, was fent by Cafar to take account of people’s effeéis 
in Syria, and to fell the houfe of Archelaus, 
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BOOK XVIII. 
Containing the interval of thirty-two years. 


{From the Banifhment of ARCHELAUS, ¢o the departure of the 
᾿ 3εως from Βαῤγίοη.] 


CHAP. 1. 


How Cyrenius was fent by Cafar to makea Taxation of Syria 
and Judea ; and how Copontus was fent to be Procurator of 
Judea ; concerning Judas of Galilee, and concerning the Jes 
that were among the Jews. 


§ 1. N°” Cyrenius, a Roman fenator, and one who had 

gone through other magiftracies, and had paffed 
through them till he had been conful, and one who, on other 
accounts, was of great dignity, came at this time into Syria, 
with a few others, being fent by Czfar to be a judge of that 
nation, and to take an account of their fubftance : Coponius 
alfo, a man of the queftrian order, was {ent together with him, 
to have the fupreme power over the ews. oreover, Cy- 
renius came himfelt into Judea, which was now added to the 
province of Syria, to take an account of their fubftance, and 
to difpofe of Archelaus’s money : But the Jews, although at 
the beginning they took the repast of a taxation heinoufly, 
yet did they leave off any tarther oppofition to it, by the per- 
fuafion of Joazar, who was the!on of Boethus. and high-prieft ; 
jo they being over perfuaded by Joazar’s words, gave an 86 - 
count of their eftates, without any difpute about it. Yet was 
there one Judas,* a Gaulonite, of a city whofe name was Ga- 


* Since St. Luke once, Aéts v. 37. and Jofephus four feveral times, once here, 
§ 6. and B, XX. ch v. ὁ 2. Vol, 11. Of the Wer, B. IE. ch. viii. § 1. and ch. xvii. 
ἃ 8. Vol. ITI. calls this Judas, who was the peftilent author of that feditious doo- 
trine and temper which brought the Jewifh nation to utter deftru€tion, a Galilean, 
but here, 61. Jofephus calls bim a Gau/onite, of the city of Gamala. It isa 
gueftion where this Judas was born, whether in Galilee on the weft fide, or in 
Gaulonitis, on the eaft fide of the river Jordan; while, in the place juft now cited 
out of the Antiquities, B. XX. ch. v. § 2. Vol. 11. he is not only called a Galilean, 
but it is added to his ftory, as 1 have fgnifed in the books that go before thefe, as if 
he had ftill called him a Gali/ean in thofe Antiquities before, as well as in that par- 
ticular place,asDean Aldrich obferves,On the War, B. II ch. viii. fe. 1. Vol. TIT. 
Nor can onc weil imagine why he should here call him a Gaudonite, when in the 
6th {c€tion following here, as well as twice OF the War, he itill calls him a €altlen 
an. As forthe city of Gamala, whence this Judas was derived, it determines πος 
thing, Since there were two of that name, the one in Gaulonitis, uhe other in Galix 
Bee. See Relana on the city or town of that name, 
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mala, who taking with him Saddouk*, a Pharifee, became 
zealous to draw them to a revolt, who both faid, that this tax- 
ation was no better than an introduétion to flavery, and ex- 
horted the nation to aflert their liberty ; as if they could pro- 
cure them happinefs and fecurity for what they poffeffed, and 
an affured enjoy ment of a ftill greater good, which was that 
of the honour and glory they would thereby acquire for mag- 
nanimity. They alfo laid, that God would not otherwife be 
affifting to them, than upon their joining with one another in 
fuch counfels as might be fuccefstul, and for their own advan- 
tage ; and this efpecially, it they would fet about great ex- 
ploits, and not grow weary in executing the fame ; fo men re- 
ceived what they faid with pleafure, and this bold attempt 
proceeded toa great height. All forts of misfortunes alfo 
{prang from thele men, and the nation was infeéted with this 
doétrine to an incredible degree ; one violent war came upon 
us after another, and we loit our friends which ufed to allevi- 
ate our pains ; there were allo very great robberies and mur- 
ders of our principal men. This was done in pretence indeed 
for the public weltare, but in reality trom the hopes of gain 
.to themfelves ; whence arofe feditions, and from them mur- 
ders of men, which fometimes fell on thofe of their own peo} 
ple, (by the madnefs of thefe men towards one another, while. 
their defire was that none of the adverfe party might be left) 
and fometimes on their enemies ; a tamine alfo coming upon 
us reduced us to the laft degree of defpair, as did alfo the tak- 
ing and demolifhing of cities ; nay, the fedition at laft increaf- 
ed fo high, that the very temple of God was burnt down by 
their enemies fire. Such were the confequences of this, that 
the cuftoms of our fathers were altered, and fuch a change 
was made, as added a mighty weight toward bringing all to 
deftruétion, which thefe men occafioned by their thus con- 
{piring together, for qudas and Sadducust, who excited a 
fourth Philofophic fe&t among us, and had a great many fol. 
lowers therein, filled our civil government with tumults at 
prefent, and laid the foundations of our future miferies by this 
yftem of philofophy, which we were betore unacquainted 
withal ; concerning which, I will difcourfe a little, and this 
the rather, becaufe the infe@tion which fpread thence among 
the younger fort, who were zealous for it brought the public 
to deftruétion. 


2. The Jews had for a great while had three feéts of philo- 


* It feems not very improbable to me, that this Sadduc, the Pharifee, was the 
very fame man of whom the Rabbins f{peak, as the unhappy but undefigning occas 
fion of the impiety or intidelity of the Sadducees ; nor perlaps had the mea this 
name of Sadducees till this very time, though they were a diftin& fe long before. 
See the note on B. XTIL. ch. x. fe& 5. Vol II. and Dean Prideaux, as there quoted ; 
nor do we, that I know of, find the leaft footfteps of {uch impiety or infidelity of 
thefe Sadducees before this time, the Recognitions affuring us, that they began sbout 
the days of John the Baptift, B. I ch. liv. Vol. 1. 

- + See Note above 
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fophy peculiar to themfelves, the fet of the Effens, and the 
fe& of the Sadducees, and the third fort of opinions, was that 
ot thofe called Pharifees ; of which fe&s, although I have al- 
ready {poken in the fecond boak of the Jewith war, yet will 
Fa little touch upon them now. 

4. Now for the Pharifees they live meanly, and defpife del- 
icacies in diet ; and they follow the contratt of reafon; and 
what that prefcribes to them as good for them. they do ; and 
they think they ought earneftly to ftrive to obferve reafon’s 
di€tates for practice. They alfo pay arefpe& to fuch as are 
in years ; nor are they fo bold as to contradi@ them in any 
thing which they have introduced ; and, when they determine 
that all things are done by taté, they do not take away the 
freedom from men of afting as they think fit ; fince their no- 
tion is, that it hath pleafed God to make atemperament, where- 
by what he wills is done, but fo that the will of man can δὲ 
virtuoufly or vicioufly. They alfo beheve, that fouls have an 
immortal vigour in them, and that under the earth there wilt 
be rewards or punifhments, according as they have lived vir- 
tuoufly or vicioufly in this lite; and the latter are to.be de- 
tained in an everlafting prifon, but that the former fhall_ have 
power to revive and live again, on.account of which do€trines 
they are able greatly to perfuade the body of the people : And 
whatfoever they do about divine worfhip prayers, and facri- 
fices, they perform them according to their direftion ; info- 
ynuch that the cities gave great attellations to them on account 
of their entire virtuous candu&, both in the aftions, of their 
lives, and their difcourfes aHo, 

4. But the doftrine of the Sadducees is this, That fouls die 
with the bodies ; nor do they regard the obfervation of any 
thing befides what the Jaw. enjoins them ; for they think it an 
inftance of virtue to difpute with tholfe teachers of philofo- 
phy whom they trequent ; hut this doélrine is received but by 
a few, yet by thofe ftill of the greateft dignity. But they are. 
able to do almof nothing of themfclves ; tor when they be- 
come magittrates, as they are unwillingly and by force fome- 
times obliged to be, they addi& themielves-to the notions of 
the Pharifees, beeaufe the multitude would not otherwife bear. 
them. 

5. Fhe dofirine of the Effens is this, That all things are beft 
afcribed to God. They teach the immortality of fouls, and 
efteem that the rewards of righteoufnefs are to be earneftly 
ftriven for ; and when they fend * what they haye dedicated 


* It feems by what Jofephus fays here, and Philo himfelf elfewhere, Op. p, 
676, that thele EiTens did not ufe to go to the jewish feftivals at Jerufalem, or 
to offer facrifices there, which may be onc great occafion why they are never men-. 
tioned in the ordinary books of the New Teftament ; though in the Apoftolical 
Conftitutions they are mentioned, as thofe that obferved the cuftoms of their forefa- 
thers, and.that without any fuch itleharaQer laid upon them, as is there Jnid upon, 
the other fefts Smong that people, τ 
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to God into the temple, they do not offer facrifices, becaufe 
they have more pure luftrations of their own; on which ac- 
count they are excluded from the common court of the tem- 
ple. but offer their facrifices themfelves ; yet 1s their courfe 
of life better than that of other men ; and they entirely addi@ 
themfelves to hufbandry. It Δ deferves our admiration how 
much they exceed all other men that addi& themfelves to vir- 
tue, and this‘in righteoufnefs ; and indeed to fuch a degree, 
that as it hath never appeared among any other men, neither 
Greeks nor BKarbarians, no not for a little time, fo hath it en- 
dured a long while among them. This is demonftrated by 
that inftitution of theirs, which will not fuffer any thing to 
hinder them from having all things in common; fo that a rich 
man enjoys no more of his own wealth than he who hath no- 
thing at afl. There are about four thoufand men that live in 
this way ; and neither marry wives, nor are defirous to keep 
fervants ; as thinking the latter tempts men to be unjuft, and 
the former gives the handle to domeftic quarrels ; but as the 
live by themfelves, they minifter one to another. They alfo 
appoint certain ftewards to receive the incomes of their rev- 
enues, and of the fruits of the ground; fuch as are good men 
and priefts, who are to get their corn and their food ready for 
them. They none of them differ from others of the Effens in 
their way οἵ living, but do the moft:relemble thofe Dacz, who 
are called Poltfie*, (dwellers in cities }. 

6. But ot the fourth fe& of Jewath philofophy, Judas the 
Galilean was the author. Thefe men agree in all other things 
with the Pharifaic notions ; but they have an inviolable at- 
tachment to liberty. and fay, that God is to be their only 
Ruler and Lord. They alf{o do not value dying any kinds of 
' death, nor indeed do they heed the deaths of their relations 
and friends, nor can any fuch fear make them call any man 
lord. And fince this immoveable refolution of theirs is well 
known to a great many, 1 fhall fpeak no farther about that 
matter ; nor am 1 afraid that any thing 1 have faid of them 
fhould be difbelieved but rather fear, that what 1 have faid is 
beneath the refolution they fhew when they undergo pain. 
And it wasin Geffius Florus’s time that the nation began to go 
mad with this diftemper, who was our proeurator, and who 
occafioned the Jews to go wild with it by the abufe of his au- 
thority, and to make them revolt from the Romans. And 
thefe are the fe&ts ot Jewith philofophy. 


_ © Who thee ΤἸΙολιςαὶ in Jofephus, or Κτίσαι in Strabo, among the Pythagor- 
ick Dace were, it is not easy to determine. Scaliger offers no improbable conjec- 
ture, that fome of thefe Dacz lived alone, like monks, in tents or caves, but that 
others of them lived together in built cities, and thence were called by fuch names 
8ὲ implicd the fame, 


~ 
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CHAP. IL 


How Herod and Philip built feveral Citiesin honour of Cafar. 
Concerning the fuccefion of Priefls and Procurators ; as alfe 
what hefel” Phraates and the Parthians. 


41. WHEN Cyrenius had now difpofed of Archelaus's 

money, and when the taxings were come toa con- 
clufion, which were made in the thirty-feventh of Cefar’s 
vidtory over Antony at AG@ium, he depfived Joazar of the 
highprieft-hood, which dignity had been conferred on him by 
the multitude, and he appointed Ananus, the fon of Seth, to 
be high prieft ; while Herod and Philip had each of them re- 
ceived their own tetrarchy, and fettled the affairs thereof. 
Herod alfo built a wall about Sepphoris (which is the fecuri- 
ty οἵ all Galilee), and made it the metropolis of the country. 
He alfo built ἃ wall round Betharamphtha, which was πίεϊ a 
city alfo, and called it “μίας, from the name of the empe- 
rors wife. When Philip alfo had built Paneas, a city at the 
fountains of Jordan, he named it Ce/area. He alfo advanced 
the village Bethfaida, fituate at the lake of Gennefareth, unto 
the dignity of acity, both by the number of inhabitants it con- 
tained. and its other grandeur, and called it by the name of 
fultas, the fame name with Cafar’s daughter. 

2. As Coponius, who we told you was fent along with Cy- 
renius, was exercifing his office of procurator, and govern- 
ing Judea, the following accidents happened. As the Jews 
were celebrating the feaft of unlevered bread, which we call 
the Paffover. it was cuftomary for the priefts to open the tem- 
ple gates juft after midnight. When therefore thofe gates 
were firft opened, fome ot the Samaritans came privately into 
Jerufalem, and threw about dead mens bodies in the cJoifters; 
on which account the Jews afterward excluded them out of 
the temple, which they had not ufed to do at fuch feftivals; 
and on other accounts alfo they watched the temple more care- 
fully than they had formerly done. little after which acci- 
dent Coponius returned to Rome, and Marcus Ambivius 
came to be his fucceffor in that government; under whom 
Salome, the fifter of king Herod, died, and lett to Julia 
[ Caefar’s wife], Jamnia, all its toparchy, and Phafaelis in the 
plain, and Archelais, where is a great plantation ot palmtrees, 
and their fruit is excellent in its kind. After him came An- 
nius Rufus, under whom died Czfar, the fecond emperor of 
the Romans, the duration of whofe reign was fifty-feven 
years, befides fix months and two days, (ot which time Anto- 
nius ruled together with him fourteen years; but the dura- 
tion of his life was feventy-feven years) ; upon whofe death 
Tiberius Nero, his wife Julia’s fon, fucceeded. He was now 
the third emperor ; and he fent Valerius Gratus to be procu- 
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rator of Judea, and to fucceed Adnius Rufus. This man de- 
prived Annus of the high: prieff hood, and appointed I{mael, 
the fon of Phabi, to be high-prieft. He alfo deprived him in 
a little time, and ordained Eleazar, the fon of Ananus who 
had been high prieft before, to be high prieft ; which office, 
when he had held fora year, Gratus deprived him ot it, and 
gave the high-priefthood to Simon, the fon of Camithus ; and, 
when he had poffefled that dignity no longer than a year, Jo 
feph Caiaphas was made his fucceffor. When Gratus had 
done thofe things, he went back to Rome, after he had tar- 
ried in Judea eleven years, when Pontius Pilate came as his 
fucceffor. 

3. And now Herod the tetrarch, who was in great favour 
with Tiberius, built a city of the fame name with him, and 
called it Tidertas. He built it in the beft part of Galilee, at 
the lake ot Gennefareth. There are warm baths, at a little 
diftance from it, in a village named Emmaus. Strangers came 
and inhabited this city; a great number of the inhabitants 
were Galileans alfo ; and many were neceflitated by Herod 
to.come thither out of the country belonging to him, and 
were by force compelled to be its inhabitants ; fome of them 
were perfons of condition. He alfo admitted poor people, 
that thofe fuch as were colle&ted trom all parts, to dwell in it. 
Nay, fome of them were not quite freemen ;‘and thefe he was 
a benefa@tor to, and made them free in great numbers ; but 
obliged them not to forfake the city, by building them very 
good houfes at his own expences, and by giving them land 
alfo ; for he was fenfible, that to make this place an habita- 
tion was to tranfgrefs the Jewifh ancient laws, becaufe many 
fepulchres were to be here taken away, in order to make room 
for the city Tiberias , ; whereas our laws pronounce, that 
fuch inhabitants are unclean for feven days Ὁ, 

4. About this time died Phraates, king of the Parthians, b 
the treachery of Phraataces his fon, upon the occafion fol- 
lowing. hen Phraates had had legitimate fons of his own, 
he had alfo an Italian maid fervant, whofe name was Thermufa, 
who had been formerly fent to him by Julius Czfar, among 
other prefents. He firft made her his concubine; but he be- 
ing a great admirer of her beauty, in procefs of time having a 
fon by her, whofe name was Phraataces, he made her his ἴω 
gitimate wife, and had a great refpe& for her. Now, the was 
able to perfuade him to do any thing the fhe faid, and was ' 
earneft in procuring the government of Parthia for her fon ; 


* We may here take notice, > well as in the pagallel parts of the books Of the 
War, B. II. ch. ix. fc&.1. Vol. 111. that after the death of Herod the Great, and 
the fucceesion of Archelaus, Jofephus is very brief in his xccousts of Judea, till 
near his own time. 1 fuppofe the reafor is, that after the large hiftory ot Nicolaus 
of Damafcus, including thelife of Herod, and probably the fuccession and fish 
aftions of his fons, he had but few good hiftories of thoie times before him, 

+ Numb, xix, 11—14. 
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but ftill fhe faw that her endeavours would not fucceed, un- 
leis the could contrive how to remove Phraates’s ligitimate 
fons f out of the kingdom]; fo fhe perfuaded him to fend thofe 
his fons as pledges ot his fidelity, to Rome}; and they were 
fentto Rome accordingly, becaufe it was not eafy for him τῷ 
contradi& her commands. Now, while Phraataces was alone 
brought up in order to fucceed inthe governmem, he thought 
it very tedious to expe that government by his father’s do- 
nation [as his fucceffor] ; he therefore formed a treacherous 
defign againft his father by his mother’s afiftance, with whom, 
as the report went, he had criminal converfation alfo. So he 
was hated for both thefe vices, while’ his fubje&ts efteemed 
this | wicked } love of his mother to be no way inferior to his 
parricide ; and he was by them in a fedition expelled out of 
the country. before he grew too great and died. But as the 
beft fort of Parthians agreed together that it was impoffible they 
fhould be governed without a king, while alfo it was their 
conftant praétice to choofe one of the family of Arfaces, 
{nor did their law allow of any others ; and they thought this 
kingdom had been fufficiently injured already by the marriage 
with an Italian concubine, and by her iffue}, they. fent am- 
baffadors and called Orodes [to take the crown]; for the mul- 
titude would not otherwife have borne them ; and though he 
were accufed of very great cruelty, and was of an intraGable 
temper, and prone to wrath, yet {till he was one of the fami- 
ly of Arfaces. However, they made a confpiracy againft him, 
and flew himand that,as fome fay, at a feftival,and among their 
facrifices ; (for it is the univerfal cuftom there to carry their 
fwords with them) ; but as the more general report is, they 
flew him when they had drawn him out a-hunting. So they 
fent ambafladors to Rome, and defired they would fend one 
of thofe that were there as pledges, to be their king. Accord- 
ingly Vonones was preferred before the reff, and fent to them ; 
(for he feemed capable of fuch great fortune, which two of 
the greateft kingdoms under the fun now offered him, his 
own, and a foreignone), However the barbarians foon chan- 
ged their minds, they being naturally of a mutable difpofition, 
upon the fuppofal, that this man was not worthy to be their 
governor; for they could not think of obeying the com- 
mands ot one that had been a flave, (for fo they called thofe 
that had been hoftages), nor could they bear the ignominy of 


‘that name; and this wasthe more intolerable, becaufe then 
. the Parthians muft have fuch a king fet over them, not by 


right of war, but in time of peace. Sothey prefently invited 
Artabanus, king of Media, to be thé@ king, he being alfo of 
the race of Arfaces. Artabanus complied with the offer that 
was made him, and came to them with anarmy. So Vonones 
met him; and at firft the multitude of the Parthians ftood on 
his fide, and he put his army in array, but Artabanus was bea- 
ten, and fled tothe mountains of Media. Yet did he a little 
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after gather agreat army together, and fought with Vonones, 
and beat him ; whereupon Vonones fled away on horfeback, 
with afew of his attendants about him, to Seleucia [upon 
Tigris . So when Artabanus had flain a great number, and 
this after he had gotten the vidtory by reafon of the very great 
difmay the barbarians were in, he tetired to Ctefiphon with a 
Breat tiumber of his people; and fo he now reigned over the - 

arthians. But Vonones fled away to Armenia; and as foon 
as he came thither, he had an inclination to have the govern- 
merit of the country given him, and fent ambaffadors to 
Rome [for that purpofe}. But becaufe Tiberius refuled it him, 
and becaufe he wanted courage, and betaufe the Parthian 
king threatened him, and fent ambafladors to him to denounce 
war againft him it he proceeded, and becaufe he had no way 
to take to regain any other kingdom, (for the people of au- 
thority among the Armenians about Niphates joined them- 
felves to Artabanus), he delivered up himifelf to Silanus, the 

refident of Syria, who, out of regard to his education at 

ome, kept him in Syria, while Artabanus gave Armenia to 
Orodes, one of his own fons. 

5, Atthis time died Antiothus, the king of Commagene ; 
whereupon the multitude contended with the nobility, and 
both fent ambaffidors to [Rome] j for the men of power were 
defirous that their form ot government might be changed in- 
to that of a{ Roman] province ; as were the multitude defir- 
ousto be under king’s, as their tathers had been. So the fen- 
ate made a decree, that Germanicus fhould be fent to [ettle 
the affairs of the eaft, fortune hereby taking a proper oppor- 
tunity for depriving him of his lite ; for when he had been in 
the eaft, and fettled all affairs there, his life was taken away 
by the poifon which Pifo gave him, as hath been related elfe+ 
where*. . 
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CHAP. Hit 


A Sedition of the Fews againft Pontius Pilate. Concetning 
Chrift,and what befel Paulina and the Jews at Rome. 


§ τ. BU now Pilate the procurator of Judea, removed the 

army from Cefarea to Jerufalem, to take their wia- 
ter-quarters there, in order to abolifh the Jewitfh laws. So 
he introduced Czfar’s εἴ στο, which were upon the enfigns, 
and brought them into the city ; whereas our law forbids us 
the very making of images ; on which account the former 
procurators were wont to make their entry into the city with 
fuch enfigns as had not thofe ornaments. Pilate was the fir 
who brought thofe images to Jerufalem, and fet them up there ; 


’# This citation is now wanting. 


Vou, II. Tet 


438 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. [Book XVII. 


which was done withcut the knowledge of the people, becaufe 
it was done in the night time ; but as foon as they knew it, 
they came in maltitudes to Cefarea, and interceded with’ Pi- 
Jate many days, that he would remove the images; arrd when 
he would not grant their requefts, becaufe this would tend to 
the injury of Cafar, while yet they perfevered in their re- 
queff, on the fixth day he ordered his foldiers to have thei 
weapons privately, while he came and fat upon his judgment 
feat ; ‘which feat was fo prepared in the open place of the ci- 
ty, that it concealed the army that Jay ready to opprefs them ; 
and when the Jews pétitioned him again, he gave a fignal to 
the foldiers to encompafs them round, and threatened that 
their punifhment fhould be no lefs than tmmediate death, un- 
lefs they would leave off difiurbing him, and go their ways 
home. Butthey threw themfelves upon the ground, and laid 
‘their necks bare, and faid they would take thetr death very 
willingly, rather than the. wifdom of their laws fhould be tranf- 
grelied ; upon which Pilate was deeply affeéted with their 

rmrefolution to keep their laws inviolable, and prefently 
commanded the images to be carried back from Jerufalem to 
Cefarea. __ 

2. But Pilate undertook to bring a current of water to Je- 
rufalem, and did it with the facred money, and derived the 
origin of the ftream from the diftance of two hundred fur- 
longs. However the Jews * were not pleafed with what had 
been.done about this water ; and many ten thoufands of the 
people got together, and made a clamour againft him, and in- 
‘filed that he fhould leave off that defign. Some of them alfo 
ufed reproaches, and abufed the man, as crowds of fuch 
ple ufually do. So he habited a great number of his foldiers 
wn their habit, who earried daggers under their garments, ahd 
{ent them to a place where they might furroand them. So 
he bid the Jews himfelf go away ; but they boldly cafting re- 
proaches upon him, he gave the foldiers that fignal which had 


Φ Thele Jews, as they are here called, whofe blood Pilate thed on this occafan 
“thay very well be thofe very Galilean Jews whofe blood Prlate had mingled wetk 
therr facrifices ; Luke xiii. 1, 2. ; thefefumults being ufually excited at fome of 
the Jews great feftivels, when they flew abundance of facrifices, and the Galileans 
, being commonly much more buly in fuch tumu!ts than thofe of Judeaand Jerafs- 
‘Tem, as we learn from the hiftory of Archelaus, Antig. B. XVII. ch. ix. fe. 3. and 
th. x. fett. 2, g Vol. FI. ; though indetd Jolephus’s prefent copies fay not ome 
‘word of thofe eighteen upon whom the tower in Stloam fell, and few them, which the 
41} verfe of the fae xiiith chapter of St Luke informs us‘of. But fince our gof- 
pel teaches us, Luke xxiii. 6, 7. that, when Pilate heard of Galilee, he ashed whethe- 
Jefus were a Galilean ? And as foon as he knew that he beionged to Herod's jurifdice 
tron, he fent himto Herod. And, νοτ, χα. The fame day Pilate and Herod oere 
made friends together ; for, before they had been at enmity between themfelves. Take 
the very prohable key of this matter fa the words of the leamed Noldius de He- 
rod, No. 549. ** The caufe of the enmity between Herod and Pilate (γε he}, 
f{eems to have been this, that Pilate had intermeddied with the tetrarch’s jurifdiGion, 
aad had flain fome of his Galilean fubje&ts ; Luke xiii. 1.; and, ashe was Wil~ 
hing to correct that error, be feat Chrift to Herod st this time?’ 
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deen beforehand agreed on ; who laid uponthem much great. 
er blows than Pilate had commanded them, and equally pun- 
ifhed thofe that were tumultuous, and thofe that were not; 
nor did they fpare them in the leaft; and fince the people 
were unarmed, and were caught by men prepared for what 
they were about, there were a great number of them flain by 
this means, and others of them ran away wounded. And thus 
an end was put tq this fedition. 

. Now there was about this time Jefus, a wife man, if it 
be lawful to call him a man ; for he was a doer of wonderful 
works, a teacher of fuch men as receive the truth with pleaf- 
ure. He drewover to-him both many of the Jews, and ma- 


ny of the Gentiles. He was(the| Chrift. And when Pilate, ᾿ 


at the fuggeftion of the principal men among us, had condem- 
ned him tothe crofs, * thofe that loved him at the firft did not 


torfake him; for he appeared to them alive agajn the third © 


day ; tas the divine prophets had foretold thefe and ten thou- 
fand other wonderful things concerning him. And the tribe 
of Chriftians, fo named from him, are not extin& at this day. 

4. About the fame time alfo another fad calamity put the 
Jews into diforder, and certain fhameful pra&ices happened 


about the temple of Ifis that was at Rome. 1 wil] now firft © 


take notice of the wicked attempt about the temple of Ifis, and 
will then give an account of the εν affairs. There was 
at Rome a woman whofe name was Paulina; one who, on 
account of the dignity of her anceftors, and by the regular 
conduét of a virtuoyps life, had a great reputation: She was 
alfo very rich; and although fhe were of a beautiful counte- 
nance, and in that flower ot her age wherein women are the 
mofk gay, yet did the lead a life of great modefty. She was 
married to Saturninus, one.that was every way anfwerable to 
her in an excellent chara&er, Decius Mundus fe}! in love 
with this woman, who was a man very high in the equeftrian 
order; and as fhe was of too great dignity to be caught by 
prefents, and had already rejeéted them, though they had been 

ent in great abundance, he was ftill more inflamed with love 
to her, infomuch that he promifed to give her two hundred 
thoufand Attic drachmz for one night’s lodging ; and when 
this would not prevail upon her, and he was not able to bear 
this misfortune in his amours, he thought it the beft way to 
famifh himfelf to death for want of food, on account of Paue 
lina’s fad refufal ; and he determined with himlelf to die after 
Such a manner, and he went on with his purpofe accordingly. 
Now Mundus had a freed woman, who had been made free by 
his father, whofe name was Ide, one Skilful in all forts of mil- 
chief. This woman was very much grieved at the young 
man’s refolution to kill himfelf, (for he did not conceal his 
intentions to deftroy himfelf from others,) and came to him, 
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and encouraged him by her difcourfe, and made him to hope 
by fome promifes fhe gave him, that he might obtain a night's 
lodging with Paulina; and when he joyfully hearkened to her 
entreaty, fhe faid fhe wanted no more than fifty thoufand 
drachmz for the entrapping of the woman. So when the had 
encouraged tlre young man, and gotten as much money as fhe 
required, fhe did not take the fame methods as had been taken 
before, becaufe fhe perceived that the woman was by nomeans 
to betempted by money, but as fhe knew that fhe was much 
iven to the worfhip of the goddefs Ifis, fhe devifed the fol- 
owing flratagem ; She went to fome of Ifis’s priefls, and up- 
on the ftrongeit affurances Lo! concealment], fhe perfuaded 
them by words, but chiefly by the offer of money, of 25,000 
drachmz in hand, and-as much‘more when the thing had 
taken effeét,; and told them the paffon of the young man, and 
perfuaded them to ufe all means poffible to beguile the wo- 
inan. Sothey were drawn into §promife fo to do, by that 
large fum of gold they were to have. Accordingly the oldeft 
οἵ them went immediately to Paulina, and upon his admittance, 
‘he’ defired to fpeak with her by herfelt. When that was 
granted him, he told her, that * he was fent by the god Anu- 
bis who was fallen in love with her, and enjoined her to come 
tohim.” Upon this fhe took the meflage very kindly, and 
valued herfelf greatly upon this condefcenfion of Anubis, and 
told her hufband. that {he hada meffage fent her, and was to 
fup and to lie with Anubis; fo he agreed to her acceptance 
‘ot the offer, as fully fatistied with the chaftity of his wife. 
Accordingly the went to the temple, and after fhe had {upped 
there, and it was the hour to go to fleep, the priedt {hut the 
doors of thetemple, when inthe holy part of at, the lights 
were aHo putout. Then did Mundus Icap out, (for he was 
hidden therein), and did not tait of enjoying her, who was at 
his fervice all the night long, as fuppofing he was the god; 
and when he was gone away, which wag betore thofe priefls 
who knew nothing of this flratagem were ftirring, Paulina 
came early to ber hufband, aud told him how the god Anubis 
had appeared to her. Among her friends alfo the declared 
how great a value fhe put upon this favour, who partly difbe- 
_lieved the thing, when they refle@ed on its nature, and partly 
were amazed at it, as having no pretence for not believing tt, 
when they confidered the modefty and the dignity of the per- 
fon. But now onthe third day after what had been done, 
‘Mundus met Paulina, and faid, ᾿“ Nay, Paulina, thou haf 
faved me two hundred thoufand drachmz, which fum thou 
inighteft have added to thy own family ; yet haf thou not 
tailed to be at my fervice in the manner I invited thee. As 
for the reproaches thou haft laid upon Mundus, I value not 
the bufinefs of names ; but I rejoice in the pleafure I reaped 
by what I did, while 1 took to myfelf the name of Anubis.” 
“hen he hed faid this, he went his way.- But mow fhe began 
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to come to the fenfe of the groffnefs of what fhe had done, and 
sent her garments, and told her hufband ot the horrid nature of 
this wicked contrivance, and prayed him not to negleét to af- 
fit her in this cafe. So he difcovered the ta& to the empe- 
ror ; whereupon Tiberius enquired into the matter thorough- 
ly, by examining the priefts shout it, and ordered them to be 
crucified, as well as Ide, who was the occafion of their per- 
dition, and who had contrived the whole matter, ‘which was fo 
injurious to the woman. He alfo demolifhed the temple of 
175, and gave order that her ftatue fhould be thrown into the 
river Tiber; while he only banifhed Mundus, but did no 
more to him, becaufe he fuppofed that: what crime he had 
committed was done out of the paffion of love. And thefe 
were the circumftances which concerned the temple of Ifis, 
and the injuries occafioned by her priefts. J now return to 
the relation of what happened about this time to the Jews at 
Rome, as 1 formerly told you I would. 

5- There was aman who was a Jew, but had been driven 
away from his own country by an accufation laid againft 
him for tranfgreffing their laws, and by the fear he was yn- 
der of punifhment tor the fame; but in all refpeétsa wicked 
man.- He then livingat Rome, profeffed to inftru& men in 
the wildom of the laws of Mofes He procured alfo three 
other men, entirely of the fame chara&er with himfelf to be 
his partners. Thefe men perfuaded Fulvia a woman of great 
dignity, and one that had embraced the Jewith religion, to fend 
purple and gold to the temple at Jeru alem, and, when they 
had gotten them, they employed them for their own ules, and 
{pent the money themfelyes ; on which account it was that 
they at firft required it of her. Whereupon Tiberius, who 
had been informed of the thing by Saturninus, the hufband 
ot Fulvia, who defired inquiry might be made about it, or- 
dered all the Jews to be banithed out of Rome; at which. 
time the confuls lifted 4000 men out of them, and fent them 
to the ifland Sardinia ; but punifhed a greater number of them, 
who were unwilling to become foldiers on aceount of keep- 
ing the laws of their foretathers*. Thus were thefe Jews 
banifhed out of the city by the wickednefs of four men. 


* Of the banifhment of thefe 4000 Jews into Sardinia by Tiberius, fee Sueto. 
nius in Tiber. fe&. 46. But as for Mr. Reland’s note here, which fuppofes, thac 
pews could nat, confiftently with their laws, be foldiers, it is contradi€ted by one 

ranch of the hiftory before us, aod contrary te inoumerable inftances of their 
fighting, and proving excell:nt foldiers in war; and indeed many of the beft of 
them, and even under heathen kings themfelves, did fo, thole 1 mean who allowed 
them their reft on the fabbath day, and other folemn feftivals, and Jet them live ac- 
cording to their own laws, as Alexander the Great and the Ptolemies of E 
did. It istrue, they could not always obtain thole privileges, and then they got 
excufed as well as they could, or fometimes abfolutely refuled to fight, which feems 
to have been the cafe here, as to the major part of the Jews now banithed, but 
nething more See feveral of the Roman decrees in their favour asto fuch mate 
ters, B. XLV, ch, x. vol. 1, ᾿ 
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° 
CHAP. IV. 


How the Samaritans made a Tumult, and Pilate deflvoyed many 
of them: How Pilate was accyfed, and what things were 
one by Vitellius relating to the fews and the Parthians. 


§ 3. BU the nation of the Samaritans did not efcape withe 
} out tumults. The man who excited them to it, was 
one who thought lying a thing of little confequence, and 
who contrived every thing fo that the, multitude might be 
pleated ; fo he bid them to get together upon mount Geriz- 
zim, which is by them looked upon asthe moft holy of all 
gnountains, and afluredthem, that when they were came thith- 
er, be would fhew them thofe facred veffels. which were laid 
under that place, becaufe Mofes * put them there. So they 
ame thither armed, and thought the difcourfe of the man 
robable ; and as they abode at a certain village, which was 
falled Tirathaba, they got the reft together ta them, and de- 
fired to go up the mountain in a great multitude together ; 
bat Pilate prevented their going up by feizing upon the roads 
with a great band of horfemen and tootmen, who fell upon 
thofe that were gotten together in the village ; and when it 
came to an action, fome of them they flew, and others of 
them they put to flight, and took a great many alive, the 
principal οἵ which, and alfo the moft potent of thofe that fled 
away, Pilate ordered to be flain. 

2. But when this tumult was appeafed, the Samaritan fen- 
ate fent an embaffy to Yitellins, ἃ man that had been conful, 
and who was now Prefident of Syria, and accufed Pilate of 
the murder of thofe that were killed ; tor that they did not 
go to Tirabatha in order to revolt from the Romans, but to 
‘elcape the violence of Pilate. So Vitellius fent Marcellus, 
a [περᾷ οἱ his, to take care of the affairs of Judea, and or- 
dered Pilate ta go to Rome, to anfwer before the emperor to 
the accufations of the Jews. So Pilate, when he had tarried 
ten years in Judea, made hafte to Rome, and this in abedi- 
ence to the orders of Vitellius, which he durft not contra- 
ai& ; but before he could get to Rome, Tiberius was dead, 

3. But Vitellius came into Judea, and went up to Jerufa- 
Jem ; 1t was at the time of that feitival] whichis called the 


* Since Mofes never came himfelf beyond Jordan, nor particularly to mount 
Girizzim, and fince thefe Samaritans have a tradition among them, related bere 


by Dr. Hudfon, from Reland, who was very fkilful in Jewith and Samariten learn- 


ing, that in the days of Uzzi or Ozzi the high-prieft, 1 Chron. vi, 6. the ark and 
other facred veffels were, by God’s command, laid up or hidden in mount Ge- 
rizzim, it is highly probable that this was the foolish foundation the prefent Sa- 
znaritans went upon, in the fedition here defcribed, and that we should read here, 


- “Qeame inflead of Μοῦσεως, inthe text of Jofephus, 


- 
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Paffover. Vitellias was there magnificently received, and 
releafed the inhabitants of Jerufalem from all the taxes upon 
. the fruits that were brought and fold, and gave them leave to 
have the care of the high-prieft’s veftments, with all them 
ornaments, and to have thems under the cuftody οἱ the priefts 
in the temple, which power they afed to have farmerly, al- 
though at this time they were laid up in the tower of Antonia, 
the citadel fo catled, and that on the occafion following : 
There was one of the [high] priefts, named Hyrcanus, and 
asthere were many of that name, he was the firf of them ; 
this man built a tower nearthe temple, and when he had fo 
done, he generally dwelt in it, and had thele veftments with 
him ; becaufe i was lawful for him alone to put them on, 
and he had them there repofited when he went down into the 
city, and took his ordinary garments ; the fame things were 
continued to be done by his fons, and by their fons after them. 
But wher Herod came to be king he rebuilt thts tower, which 
was very conveniently fituated, ina magnificent manner ; 
and becaufe he was a friend to Antonius, he called it by the 
mame of νἱηξοπῖα. And as he found thefe veftments lying 
there, he retained them in the fame place, as believing, that 
while he had them in his cuftody, the people would make no 
rnnovations againft him. The like to what Herod did was 
done by his fon Archelaus, who was made king after him ; 
after whom the Romans, when they entered on the govern- 
ment, took poffeffion οἱ thefe veftments of the high- τοῦ, 
and had them repofited in ἃ ftone-chamber, under the feal of 
the priefts, and of the keepers of the temple, the captain of 
the guard lighting a lamp there every day ; and * feven days 
before a feftival they were delivered tothem by the captain 
of the guard, when the high-prieft, having purified > 


and made ufe@f them, laid them’ up again in the fame cham- 


ber where they had been laid up before, and this the very 
next day after the feaft was over. This was the praQice at 
the three yearly feftivals, and on the faft day ; but Vitellius 

ut thefe garments into out own power, as in the days of our 

orefathers, and ordered the captain of the guard not to troub- 
le himfelf to inquire where they were laid, or when they 
were to be ufed ; and this he did as an a& of kindnefs, to o- 
blige the nation to him. Befides which, -he alfo deprived 
Joteph, who was alfo-called Cazaphas, of the high-pri d, 
and appointed Jonathan, the fon of Ananus, the former high- 
prieft, to fucceed him. After which, he took his journey 
ack to Antioch. 


® This mention of the high-prieft’s facred garments reccived feven deys before 
4 feftival, and purified ia thofe days againft a feltival, as having been polluted, by 
being in the cuftody of heathens, in Jofephus, agrees well with the traditions of 
the Talmudifts, as Reland here obferves, Nor is there any queftion but the three 
fealls here mentioned, were the Paffover, Pentecoft, and feaft of Tabernacles ; and 
the Faft, fo called by way of diftinGion, as AQsxxviirg. wasthe great day of 
expiation, 


-» 
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4. Moreover, Tiberius fent a letter to Vitellius, and com- 
manded him to make a league of friendthip with .Artabanus, 
the king of Parthia ; for while he was his enemy he terrified 
him, becaufe he had taken Armenia away from him, teft he 
fhould proceed tarther, and told him he thould no otherwife 
truft him than upon his giving ‘him hoftages, and efpecially 
his fon Artabanus. Upon Tiberius’s writing thus to Vitelli- 
us, by the offer of great prefents of money, he perfuaded 
both the king of Iberia, and the king οἱ Albania, to make 
no-delay, but to fight againft Artabanus ) and although they 
would not do it themfelves, yet did they give the Scythians 
a paffage through their country, and opened the Cafpian gates 
tothem, and brought them upon Artabanus. So Armenia 
was again taken from the Parthians, and the country ot Par- 
thia was fijled with war, and the principal of their men were 
flain and all thefe things were in diforder among them: The 
king’s fon, alfo himfeéli fell in thefe wars, together with many 
ten thoufands of his army. Vitellius had alio fent {uch great 
fums of money to Artabanus’s father’s kinfmen and friends, 
that he had almoft procured him to be fain by the means ot 
thofe bribes which they had taken. And when Artabanus 
perceived that the plot laid againft him was not to be avoided, 
becaufe it was laid by the principal men, and thofe a great 
many in number, and that it would certainly take effeét; 
when he had eftimated the number of thofe that were trul 
faithful to him, as alfo of thofe who were already corrupted, 
but were deceittul in the kindnefs they profeffed to him, and 
were likely upon trial to go over to his enemies, he made his 
efcape to the upper provinces, where he afterward raifed a 
great army out οἱ the Dabz and Sacz, and fought with his 
enemies, and retained his principality. 

5. When Tiberius had heard of thefe things, he defired to 
have a league of friendfhip made between him and Artaba- 
nus ; and when, upon this invitation, he received the pro- 
pofal kindly, Artabanus and Vitellius went to Euphrates, 
and as a bridge was laid over the river, they each of them 
came with their guards about them, and met one another on 
the midft of the bridge. And when they had agreed upon 
the terms of peace, Herod the tetrarch ere&ted a rich tent on 
the midft of the paflage, and made them a feait there. 
Artabanus alfo, not long afterward, fene his fon Dartus, as 
an hoftage, with many prefents, among which there was a 
man feven cubits tall, a Jew he was by birth, and his name 
was Eleazar, who for his. tallnefs was called a giant. After 
which Vitellius went to Antioch, and Artabanus to Babylon ; 
but Herod [the tetrarch ] being defirous to give Czlar the frit 
‘information that they had obtained hoftages, fent pofts with 
letters, wherein he had accurately defcribed all the particu- 
lars, and had left nothing for the confular Vitellius to inform 
him of. But when Vitellius’s letters were fent, and κίας 
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had.let him know that he was acquainted with the affairs al- 
ready, becaufe Herod had given him an account of them be- 
fore, Vitellius was very much troubled at jt ; and fuppofing 
that he had been thereby a greater [ufferer than he really was, 
_he kept up a fecret anger upon this occafion, till be could be 
revenged on him, which he was after Caius had taken the 
government... 

6. About this time it was that Philip, Herod’s brother, de- 
parted this life, in the twentieth year * of the reign of Tiberi- 
us, after he had been tetrarch ot Trachonitis and Gaulanitis, 
and of the nation of the Bataneans alfo, thirty-feven years. 
He had fthewed himfelt a perfon of moderation and quietnefs 
in the condué ot his life and government ; he conftantly liv- 
¢d in that country which was fubjeét to him ft; he ufed to 
make his progrefs with a few chofen friends ; his tribunal al- 
fo, on which he ἴδε ἴῃ judgment, followed him in his progrefs ; 
and when any one met him who wanted his affiltance, he made 
no delay, but had his tribunal fet down immediately, where- 
foever he happened to be, and fat down upon it, and heard his 
complaint : He there ordered the guilty that were convifted 
to be punifhed, and abfolved thofe'that had been accufed un- 
juftly. He died. at Julias ; and when he was carried to that 
monument which he had already erefted for: himfelf before- 
hand, he was buried with great pomp. His principality 'Ti- 
berius took, for he left no fors behind him. and added it to 
the province of Syria, but gave order that the tributes which 
arofe from it fhould be colle&ed, and laid up in his tetrarchy. 


CHAP. V. 


Herod the Tetrarch makes War with Aretas, the King of Ara: 
hia, and ἐς beaten by him; as alfo concerning the Death of 
Fohn the papel ὁ How Peleus went up to Ferufalem ; to- 

0 


ether with fome account of Agrippa, and of the pofterity of 
Herod the Great. srppe, 


§ 1. BOUT this time Aretas, the king of Arabia Petreai, 

and Herod, had a quarrel on the account follow- 
ing: Herod the tetrarch had married the daughter of Aretas, 
and had lived with her a great while, but when he was once at 


* This calculation from all Jofephus’s Greek copies, is exa@ly right ; for fince 
Herod died about September, in the 4th year before the Chriftian ara, and Tiberi- 
us began, a8 is well known, Adg. 19. A. Ὁ. 14. it is evident that the 471} year of 
Philip, reckoned from his father’s death, was the soth of Tiberius, or near the end. 
: QFA, D gg: (the very year of our Saviour’s death alfo,) or however jo the begia- 
ning of the next year A. D. 34. This Philip the tetrarch {cems to hAve been the 
bef of all the pofterity of Herod, for his love of pesce, and his love of justice. 

+ An excellent example this, 
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Rome, he lodged with Herod*, who was his brother indeed, 
but not by the fame mother ; for this Herod was the fon of 
the high-prieft Simon’s daughter. However, he felt in love 
with Herodias, this'laft Herod’s wife, who was the daughter 
of Ariftobulus their brother, and the fifter of Agrippa the 
Great ; this man ventured to talk to her about a marnage be- 
fween them, which addrefs when fhe admitted, an agreement 
was made for her to change her habitation and come to him 
as foon as he fhould return from Rome : One article of this 
marriage alfo was this, that he fhould divorce Ατεῖδε᾽ 5 daugh- 
ter. So Antipas, when he had made this agreement, failed to 
Rome ; but when he had done there the bufinefs he went ἃ- 
bout, and was returned again, his wife having difcovered the 
agreement he had made with Herodias, and having learned it 
‘before he had notice of her knowledge of the whole defign, 
fhe defired him to fend her to Macherus, which is a place in 
the borders of the dominions of Aretas and Herod, without 
informing him of any of her intentions. Accordingly Herod 
fent her thither, as thinking his wife had not perceived any 
thing ; now fhe had fent a good while before to Macherus, 
which was fubje& to her father, and fo all things neceflary tor 
her journey, were made ready tor her by the general of Are- 
tas’s army ; and by that mean fhe foon came into Arabia, un- 
der the condu@ of the feveral generals, who carried her from 
one to another fucceflively, and fhe foon came to her father, 
and told him of Herod’s intentions. So Aretas made this the 
firft occafion of his enmity between him and Herod, who had 
alfo fome quarrel with him about their limits at the couatry of 
Gemalitis. So they raifed armies on both fides, and prepared 
for war, and fent their generals to fight inftead of themfeives ; 
and when they had joined battle, all Herod’s army was def- 
troyed by the treachery of fome fugitives, who, though they 
were of the tetrarchy of Philip, joined with Herod’s army. 
‘So Herod wrote about thele affairs to Tiberius, who being 
very angry at the attempt made by Aretas, wrote to Vitellius, 
to make war upon him, and either to take him alive, and bring 
him to him in bonds, or to kill him, and fend him his head. 
This was the charge that Tiberius gave to the prefident of Sy- 
¥ia. . 
2. Now fome of the Jews thought that the deftru@ion of 


® This Herod feems to have had the additional name of Philip, as Antipas was 
famed Herod-Antipas, and as Antipas and Antipater {eem to be ia a πίδηυες the very 
fame name, yet were the names of two fons of Herod the Great ; fo mught Philip 
the tetrarch and this Herod-Philip.be two different fons of the fame father, alb 
which Grotius ob{erves on Matt. xiv... Nor was it, os I egree with Grotius and 
others of tle leamed, Philip the tetrarch, but this Herod-Piilip, whole wife Herod 
the tetrarch had married, and that in her firft husband's litciime, and when her frit 
husband had iffue by her ; for which adulterous and inceftuons marriage, John the 
Baptift juftiy reproved Herod the tetrarch, and for Which reproof Salome, the 
daughter of Herodias, by her firft husband Herod. Philip, who was fill alive, or 
cahoned him, to be unjufily beheaded, 
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Herod’s army. came from God, and that very juftly, asa pune 
ifhment οἵ what he did againft John, that was called the Bap- 
tift, for Herod flew him, who wasagood man, and command. 
ed the Jews to exercife virtue, both as to righteoufnels to- 
wards one another, and piety towards God, and fo to come to 
baptifm ; for that the wafhing [with water | would be accepta- 
ble to him, if they made ufe of it, not in ordey to the putting 
{ or the remiffion} of fome fins [only,] but for the purifica. 
tion of the body ; fuppofing {till that the foul was thoroughly 
purified betorehand by righteoufnefs. Now when [many ]| 
others came in crowds about him, for they were greatly mov- 
ed [or pleafed} by hearing his words, Herod, who feared left 
the great influence John had over the people, might put it ine 
to his power and inclination to raife rebellion (for they feem« 
ed to do any thing he fhould advife,) thought it beft. by put- 
ting him to death, to prevent any mifchief he might caufe, and 
not bring himfelf into difficulties, by {paring a man who might 
‘make him repent of it when it {hould be too late. According- 
ly he was fent a prifoner, out of Herod’s fulpicious temper, 
to Macherus, the caftle 1 before mentioned, and was there 
put to death. Now the Jews had an opinion that the deftruc- 
tion of this army was fent as a punifhment by Herod, and 4 
mark of Gad's difpleafure to him, 
4. So Vitellius prepared to make war with Aretas, having 
with him two legions of armed men ; he alfo took with him 
all thofe of light armature, and of the horfemen which belong- 
ed to them, and were drawn out οἱ thofe kingdoms which 
were under the Romans, and made hafte for Petra, and came 
to Ptolemais. But as-he was marching very bufily, and lead- 
ing his army through Judea, the principal men met him, and 
defired that he would not thus march through their land ; for 
that the laws of their country would not permit them to over- 
look thofe images which were brought into it, of which there 
were a great many in their enfigns ; fo he was -perfuaded by 
what they faid, and changed that refolution of his, which he 
had before taken in this matter. Whereupon he ordered the 
army to tharch along the great plain, while he himfelf, with 
Herod the tetrarch, and his friends went up to Jerufalem to 
offer facrifice to God, an ancient feftival of the Jews being 
then juft approaching ; and when he had been there, and been 
honourably entertained by the multitude of the Jews, he made 
a ftay there for.three days, within which time he deprived 
onathan of the high prieflhood, and gave it to his brother 
heophilus. But when on the fourth day letters came to him, 
which informed him of the death of Tiberius, he obliged the 
multitude to take an oath of fidelity to Caius ; he allo recalled 
his army, and made them every oné go home, and take their 
winter quarters there, fince, upon the devolution of the em- 
pire upon Caius, he had not the like authority of making this 
war which he had before, It was alfo reported, that when 
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Aretas heard of the coming of Vitellius to fight him, he faid’ 
upon his confulting the diviners, that it was impoffible that 
this army of Vitellias’s could enter Petra ; for that one of the 
rulers would die, either he that gave orders for the war, or he 
that was marching at the other’s defire, in order to be fubfer- 
vient to his will, or élfe he againft whom this army is prepar- 
éd. So Vitelliug truly retired to Antioch ; but Agrippa the 
fon of Anftobulfis, went up to Rome a year before the death 
of Tiberius, in order to treat of fome affairs with the emperor, 
if he might be’ permitted fo todo. I have now a mind to def- 
cribe Herod and his family, how it fared with them, partly 
becaufe it 1s fuitable to this hiftorv, to {peak of that matter, 
and partly becaufe this thing is a demonitration of ‘the inter- 
pofition of providence, how a multitude of children is of no 
advantage, no more than any other ftrength that mankind fet 
their hearts upon, befides thofe'aQs of piety which are done 
towards God : For it happened, that, within.the revolution of 
an hundred years, the pofterity of Herod, which were a great 
many in number, were, excepting a few, utterly deftroyed*. 
One may well apply this tor the inffru€tion of mankind, and 
learn thence how unhappy they were ; it will alfo fhew us the 
hiftory of Agrippa; who, as he was a perfon moft worthy of 
admiration, fo was he trom a private mian, beyond all the ex. 
pectation of thofe that knew him, advanced to great power and. 
authority. Ihave faid fomething ot them formerly, but ἢ 
fhall now alfo fpeak accurately about them: oe 

4.. Herod the Great had two daughters’ by Mariamne the 
[grand] daughter of Hyrcanus ; the one was Salampfio, wha 
was married to Phafaélys her firft coufin, wha'was himfelf the 
fon of Phafaelus, Herod’s brother, her father making the match ; 
the other was Cypros who was herfelf married alfo'to her firft 
coufin Anupater, the fon of Salome, Herod's fifter, Phafaelus 
had five children by Salampfio, Antipater, Herod, and Alexan- 
der, and two daughters, Alexandra, and Cy pros, which laft A- 
grippa, the fon of “Ariftobulus, married, and Timius of Cyprus 
married Alexandra; he was ἃ man’of note, but had by her no 
children. * Agrippa had by Cypros two fons, and three dtugh- 
ters, which daughters was named Bernice, Mariamne, and Dru- 
fiila; butthe names of the fons were Agrippa, and Drufus, of 
which Drufus died before he ¢ame to the years of puberty; but 
their father Agrippa was brought ‘up with his other brethren, 
Herod and Ariftobulus, for thefe were alfo the fons of the fon 
of Herod the Great, by Bernice ; but Bernice was the daughter - 
of Coftobarus and of Salome, who Was Herod’s fifter. Arifto- 
bulus lett thefe infants, when he was flain by his tather, togeth- 


* Whether this fudden extin@ion of almoft the entire lineage of Herod the Great, 
which ‘was very numerous, a8 we are both here and in the next ie€tion, informed, 
was not In part asa punifhment for the grofs incefls they were frequently guilty of, 
in marrying their owu nephews and niec 5, we'l deferves to be ronfidered. See 
Revit xviii, 6 7. xxi. 10, And Noldius, De Herod, Ne. 26g, £70. ~ 
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er with his brother Alexander, as we have already related. 
ut when they were arrived at years of puberty , this Herod, the 
brother of Agrippa, married Mariamne, the daughter of Oly m- 
pias, who was the daughter of Herod the king, and af Jofeph, 
the fon of Jofeph who was brother to Herod the king, and had 
by hera fon, Ariftobulus; but Ariftobulus, the third brother 
ot Agrippa, married Jotape, the daughter of Sampfigeramus, 
king of Emefa*; they had a daughter who was deaf, whafe 
name alfo was Jotape ; and thefe hitherto were the children of 
the male-line. But Herodias, their fifter, was married to Her- 
od [ Philip, | the fon of Herad the Great, who was born of Ma- 
" riamne, thedatghter of Simon the high-prieft, who had a daugh- 
ter Salome ; atter whofe birth Herpdias took upon her to con- 
found the laws of our country, and divorced herfelf from her 
hufband while he was alive, and wag married to Herod [ Anti- 
pas, | her hufband’s brother by the father’s fide ; he was tetrarch . 
ot Galilee ; but her daughter Salome was married to Philip, the 
{on of Herod, and tetrarch of Trachonitis. and as he died child- 
lefs, Ariftobulus, the fon of Herod, the brother of Agrippa, 
married her ; they had three fons, Herod, Agrippa, and Arifto- 
bulus, and this was the pofterity of Phafaelus, and Salampiio, 
But the deughter of Antipater hy Cypros, was Cypros, whom 
Alexis Selcras, the fon of Alexas, married; they had a daugh- 
ter, Cy prog ; but Herod and Alexander, who, as we told you, 
were the brothers of Antipater, died childlefs. As to Alexan- 
, der, the fon at Herod the king, who was flainby his father, he 
had two fons, Alexander and 1 igranes, by the daughter of Ar- 
chelaus king of Cappadocia; Tigranes, who was king of Arme- 
nia, wasaccufed atRome, & djed childlefs ; Alexander hada fonof 
the fame name with his brother Tigranes, and was ἴδηι to take 
poffeffion of the kingdom of Armenia by,Nero: He had a fon, 
Alexander, who married Jotape, t the.daughter of Antiochus, 
the king of Commagena ; Vefpafian made him king of an if]- 
andin Cicilia, But thefe defcendants of Alexander, foon af- 
ter their birth, deferted the Jewilh religion, and went ο- 
ver to that of the Greeks ; but for the reft of the daughters of 
Herod'the king, it happened that they died childlefs. And as 
thefe defcendants of Herod, whom we have enumerated, were 
in being at the fame time that Agrippa the Great took the 
kingdom, and I have now given an account of them, it remains 
that I relate the feveral hard fortunes which befel Agrippa, 
and how he got clear of them, and was advanced to. the great- 
eft height of dignity and power. 


© There are coins flill extant of this Emefs, as Spanheim informs us. 
+ Spanheim alfo iaforms us uf a coin fill extant of this Jotapc, daughter of the 
king of Commiag:aa. 
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CHAP. VI. 
Of the Navigation of King Agrippa to Rome, to Tiberius Cafar; 


and how, upon his being accufed by his own freed-man, he 
was bound: How alfo he was fet at liberty by Catus, after 
Tibertus'’s death, and was made king of the tetrarchy of Phul- 
ip. 


43. AUTILE before the deathof Herod the king, A- 

grippa lived at Rome, and was generally brought 
up and converfed with Drufus, the emperor Tiberius’s fon, 
and contra@ed a friendfhip with Antionia, the wife of Dru- 
fus the Great, who had his mother Bernice in great efteem, 
and was very defirous of advancing her fon. Now as Agrip- 
pa was by nature magnanimous and generous in the prefents 
he made, while his mother was alive, this inclination of his 
mind did not appear, that he might be able to avoid her anger 
for fuch his extravagance ; but when Bernice was dead, and 
he was left to his own condu€t, he {pent a great deal extrava- 
gantly in his daily way of living, and agreat deal in the im- 
moderate prefents he made, and thofe chiefly among Czelar’s 
freed-men, in order to gain their affiflance, infomuch that he 
‘was in a little time reduced to poverty, and could not live at 
Rome any longer. Tiberius alfo forbade the friends of his 
deceafed fon to come into his fight becaufe on feeing them he 
fhould be put in mind of hie fon, and his grief would thereby 
be revived. 

2. For thefe rcafons he went away from Rome, and failed 
to Judea, but in evil circumftances, being dejeéted with the 
lofs of that money, which ho once had, and becaufe he had 
not wherewithal to pay his creditors, who were many in num- 
ber, and fuch as gave himno room-forefcaping them. Where- 
upon he knew not what to do; fo, for fhame of his prefent 
condition, he retired to a certain tower, at Malatha, in Idu- 
mea, and had thoughts of killing himfelf; but his wife Cy- 
pros perceived his intentions, and tried all forts of methods 
to divert him from his taking fuch a courfe: So the fent a let- 
ter to his fifter Herodias, who was now the wite of Herod the 
tetrarch, and let her know Agrippa’s prefent defign, and what 
neceffity it was which drove him thereto, and defired her asa 
kinfwoman of his, to give him her help, and to engage her 
hufband to do the fame, fince the faw how fhe’ allevi- 
ated thefe her hufbands tronbles all fhe could, although 
fhe had not the like wealth to do it withal. So they fent him, 
and allotted him Tiberias for his habitation,.and appointed 
him fome income of money for his maintenance, and made 
him a magiftrate of that city, by way of honour to him. Yet 
did not Herod long continue in that refolution of fupporting 
him, though even that {upport was not fufficient for him ; ἰὸς 
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as once they were’at a feaft at Tyre, and in their cups, and 
reproaches were caft upon one another, Agrippa thought that 
was not to be borne, while Herod hit him inthe teeth with 
his poverty, and with his owing his neceflary tood to him. 
So he went to Flaccus, one that had been conful, and had been 
a very great friend to him at Rome formerly, and was now 
prefident of Syria. 

.3. Hereupon Flaccusreceived him kindly, and helived with 
him. F laccus had alfo with him there Ariftobulus, who was 
indeed Agrippa’s brother, but was at variance with him ; yet 
did not their enmity to one another hinder the friendfhip of 
Flaccus to them both, but ftill they were honourably treated 
by him. However, Ariftobulus did not abate of his ill-will to 
Agrippa, tillat length he brought him into ill terms with 
Flaccus : The occafion of bringing on which eftrangement was 
this : The Damafcens were at difference with the Sidonians 
about their limits, and when Flaccus was about to hear the 
caufe between them, they underftood that agrippa hada migh- 
ty influence upon him; fothey defired that he would be of 
‘their fide, and for that favour promifed him a great deal of 
money ; fo he was zealous in affifting the Damafcens as far as 
he was able. Now Ariftobulus had gotten intelligence of this 
promife of money to him, and accufed him to Flaccus of the 
fame ; and when. upon athorough examination of the matter, 
it appeared plainly fo to be, he rejeGted Agrippa out οἱ the 
number of his friends. So he was reduced to the utmoft ne- 
ceffity, and came to Ptolemais ; and becaufe he knew not 
where elfe to get a livelihood, he thought to fail to Italy ; but 
as he was reftrained trom fo doiny by want of money, he de- 

fired Marfyas, who was his freed man, to find fome method 
for procuring him fo much as he wanted for that purpofe, by 
borrowing fuch a fum of fome perfon or other. So Marfyas 
defired of Peter, who was the treed man of Bernice, Agrippa’s 
mother, and by the right of her teftament was bequeathed to 
Antonia, tojend fo much upon Agrippa’s own bond and fe- 
curity ; but he accufed Agrippaot having defrauded him of 
certain fums of money, and fo obliged Marfyas. when he made 
the bond of 20,080 Attic drachma, to accept of 2500 drachmz 
* lefs than what he defired, which the other allowed of, 
becaufe he could not help it. Upon the receipt of this mon- 
ey, Agrippa came to Anthedon, and took fhipping, and was 
going to fet fail; but Herennius Capito, who was the procu- 
rator of Jamnia. fent a band of foldiers to demand of him 

302,000 drachmz of filver, which were by him owing to Cz- 
᾿ τ᾿ treafury while he was at Rome, and fo forced him to 
flay. He then. pretended that he would do as he bid him ; but 


* Spanheim ebferves, that we have here an inftance of the Attic quantity of ufe 


money, which was the cighth part of the original fum, or τῷ and an half p:r eens. 


for fuch isthe proportion of 2500 to 20,000. 
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when night came on, he cut his cables, and went off, 
and failed to Alexandria, where he defired Alexander the Al]. 
abarch * to lend him 200,000 drachm2 ; but he {aid he would 
not lend it to him, but would not refufe it to Cy pros, as great- 
ty aftonifhed at her affeG@tion to her hufband, and at the other 
inftances of her virtue, fo fhe undertook to repay it. Accor- 
dingly Alexander paid them five talents at Alexandria, and 
promifed to pay him the reft of that {um at Dicearchia [{ Put- 
eoli| ; and this he did out of the fear he was in that Agrippa. 
would foon {pend it. So this Cvpros {et her hufband free, 
and difmiffed him to go on with his navigationto Italy. while 
fhe and her children departed for.Judea. . ° 
. 4 And now Agrippa was come to Puteoli, whence he 
wrote a letter to Tiberius Czfar, who then lived at Caprez, 
and told him, that he was come fo far in order to wait on him, 
and to pay him avifit; and defired that he would give him 
leave to come over to Caprez « [o Tiberius made no difficulty, 
but wrote to him in an obliging way in other refpeéis, and 
withal told him. he was glad of his fafe return, and defired 
him to come to Caprez ; and when he was come, he did not 
fail to treat him as kindly as he had promifed him in his letter 
todo. Butthe next day come a letter to Cefar from Her- 
ennius Capito. to inform him, that Agrippa had borrowed 300,- 
900 drachme, and not paid it at the time appointed ; but, when 
τ was demanded οἱ him, he ran away like a fugitive, out of 
the places under his government, and put it out of his power 
to get the money ot him. When Cefar had read this letter, 
he was much troubled at it, and gave order that Agrippa 
fhould be excluded from his prefence, until he had paid that 
debt: Upon which he was no way daunted at Czfar’s anger, 
but entreated Antonia, the mother of Germanicus, and οἱ 
Claudius, who was afterward Czfar himfelf, to lend him thofe 
oo drachma, -that he might not be deprived ot Tiberius's 
riendfhip ; fo, out of regard to the memory of Bernice his 
mother, (for thofe two women were very familiar with onea- 
nother), and out of regard to his and Claudius’s education to- 
gether, fhe lent himthe- money ; and, upon the payment of 
this debt, there was nothing to hinder Tiberius’s friendfhip to 
him. After this, Tiberius Cazfar recommended to him his 
grandfon +, and ordered that he fhould always accompany 
him when he went abroad. But upon-Agrippa’s kind recep- 
tion by Antonia, he hetook himfelt to pay his refpe€ts to Caius, 
who was her grandfon, and in very high reputation by reafon 
of the good willthey bare his father t. Now there was ome 
Thallus, a freed man of Czfar, of whom he borrowed ἃ mil- 
lion of drachme, and thence repaid Antonia the debt he owe 
her ; and by fending the overplus in paying his court to Cal 
us, became a perfon of great authority with him. - 


® The Governor of the Jews there, 
t ‘Fiberius junior. Σ Germanicas, 
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5. Now, as the friendfhip which Agrippa had for Caius was 
come to a great height, there happened fome words to pafs be- 
tween them, as they once were in a chariot together, concern- 
ing Tiberius ; Agrippa praying [to God], (for they two fat 
by themfelves), that “ Tiberius might foon go off the ftage, 
and leave the government to Caius, who was in every re{pett 
more worthy of it.” Now Eutychus, who was Agrippa’s 
freed man, and drove his chariot, heard thefe words, and at 
that time faid nothing of them; but when Agrippa aécufed 
him of ftealing fome garments of his, (which was ceftainly 
true), he ran away from him; but when he was caught, and 
brought betore Pifo, who was governor of the city, and the 
man was afked, why he ran away ? he replied, that he had 
fomewhat to fay to Cztar, that tended to his fecurity and pref- 
ervation : So Pifo bound him, and fent him to Capree. But 
Tiberius, according to his ufual cuftom, kept him ftill in 
bonds, being a delayer of affairs, if there ever was any other 
king or tyrant that was fo; for he did not admit ambafladors 
quickly, and no fucceffors were difpatched away to governors 
or proeurators of the pruvioces, that had been formerly tent, 
unlefs they were dead ; whence it was, that he was fo negli- 
gent in hearing the caufes of prifoners ; infomuch, that when 
he was afked by his friends, what was the reafon of his delay 
in fuch cafes ? He faid, That ‘ he delayed to hear ambaflu- 
dors, left, upon their quick difmiffion, other ambaffadors 
fhould be appointed, and return upon him ; and fo he fhould 
bring trouble upon himielf in their public reception and dif- 
miflion : That hé-permitted thofe governors, who had been 
fent once to their governments [to ftay there a great while], 
out of regard tothe fubje&s that were under them; for that 
all governors are naturally difpofed to get as much as they 
can, and that thofe who are not to fix there, but to ftay a fhort 
time, and that at an uncertainty, when they hall be turned 
out, do the more feverely hurry themfelves on to fleece the 
people ; but that. if their government be long continued to 
ther, they are at laft fatiated with the {poils, as having gotten: 
a vaftdeal, and fo become at length lefs fharp in ther pillag- 
ing ; but that, if Succeffors are fent quickly, the poor fubjeéts, 
who are expofed to them as a prey, will not beable to bear the. 
new ones, while they fhallnot have the fame time allowed: 
them, wherein their predeceffors had filled themfelves, and fo. 
grew more unconcerned about getting more ; and this becaufe 
they are removed before they have had time | for their oppreJ- 
fions}. He gave them an example to fhew his meaning: A 
great number of flies came about the fore places of a man that 
had been wounded ; upon which one of the ftanders-by pitied 
the man’s misfortune, and, thinking he was not able to drive 
thofe flies away himfelt, was going to drive them away for. 
him ; but he prayed him to let them alone: The other, by wa 
of reply, alked him the realon of fuch a prepofterous proceed. 
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ing, in preventing relief from his prefent mifery ; to which 
he anfwered, If thou driveft thefe flies away, thou wilt hurt 
me worfe ; for, asthefe are already full of my blood, they do 
not crowd about me, nor pain me fo much as before, but are 
fometimes more remifs, while the frefh ones that come almoft 
famifhed, and find me quite tired down already, will be my 
defiru@ion. Forthis caufe, theretore, it is, that I am myfeif 
careful not to fend fuch new governors perpetually to thofe 
my fubje@s, who are already fufficiently harrafled by many 
opprefions, as may, like thefe flies, farther diftrefs them ; and 
fo, befides their natural defire of gain, may have this addi- 
tional incitement to it, that they expe&to be fuddenly de- 
‘prived Of that pleafure which they take init.” And as a far- 
ther atteftation to what I fay of the dilatory nature of Tiberius, 
I appeal to this his pra&tice itfelf ; for, although he were em- 
peror twenty-two years, he fent in all but two procurators to 
govern the nation οἱ the Jews, Gratus, and his fucceffor in the 
government, Pilate. Nor was he in one way of afting with 
refpeét to the Jews, and in another with refpect to the reft οἱ 
his fubje&is. He farther intormed them that even in the hear- 
ing of the caufes of prifoners, he made fuch delays, “ becaufe 
immediate death to thofe that muft be condemned to die, 
would be an alleviation of their prefent miferies, while thofe 
wicked wretches have not deferved any {uch favour ; but I do 
it, that, by being harraffed with the prefent calamity, they may 
undergo greater mifery.”’ 

6. On this account it was, that Eutychus could not obtain 
an hearing, but was kept ftillin prifon. However, fome time 
atterward, Tiberius came from Caprez to Tulculanum, which, 
is about an hundred furlongs from Rome. Agrippa then de- 
fired οἱ Antonia, that fhe would procure an hearing for Euty- 
chus, tet the matter whereof he acculed him prove what it 
would. Now Antonia was greatly efteemcd by Tiberius on 
-all accounts, from the dignity of her relation to him, who 
had been his brother Darius’s wife, and for her eminent chaf- 
tity * ; for though fhe were ftill a young woman, fhe contin- 


? . 

® Thishigh commendation of Antonia for marrying but once, given bere, and 
fuppofed ellewhere, Antiq. B. XVII. che xiii. fe@. 4. Vol. 11. and this notwuh- 
ftanding the ftrongeft temptations, fhews how honourable fingle marriages weie 
both among the Jews and Romans, in the days of Jofepbus and of the apoilic, 
and takes away much of that furprife which the modern Proteftar.ts have at tlole 
Jaws of the apoftles, where no widows, but thofe who had been the wives of ore 
husband only, are taken into the church lift, and no bifhops, priefts, or deacons, st 
allowed to marry more than once, without leaving off to officiate as clergymen 
any longer. See Lukeii. 36.1 Tim. v. 11,32. iii, a. 1a. Fit i το. Conititut 
Apof. B. II fet 1,2. B. VI. £17. Can B.XVIT. Grot, in Luc. ii. 36. 
and Relponf.ad Confult Caffand. p. 44. and Cotelet. in Conftitut. B VI. fed. 11. 
4nd note, that Tertullian owns this law, againft fecond marriages of the clergy, bad 
been once at leaft exeeuted in his time; and heavily complains elfewhere, that τὴς 
breach thereof had not been always punifhed by the Catholics, as it ought to have 
been, Jeromn. {peaking of the ill reputation ot marrying twice, faye, That no {och 
perfon cpuld be chofen into the clesgy in bis days ; which Avguiline teftifies alfo; 
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ued her widowhood, and refufed all other matches, although 
Auguftus had enjoined her to be married to fome body elie : 
Yet did the all along preferve her reputation free from _ re- 
proach. She had alfo been the greateit benefa&refs to Tibe- 
rius, when there was a very dangerous plot laid againft him 
by Sejanus, a man who had been her hufband’s friend, and 
who had the greateft authority, becaufe he was general of the 
army. and when many members of the fenate, and many of 
the freed-men joined with him, and the foldiery was corrupt- 
ed, and the plot was come toa great height. Now Sejanus 
had certainly gained his point, had not Antonia’s boldnefs 
been more wifely condu&ed than Sejanus’s malice ; for, when. 
fhe had difcovered his defigns againit Tiberius, fhe wrote him 
an exact account of the whole, and gave the letter to Pallas, 
the moft faithtul of her fervants, and fent him to Caprez to 
Tiberius, who, when he underftood it, flew Sejanus and bis 
contederates ; fo that Tiberius, who had her in great efteem 
before, now looked upon her with flill greater refpeét, and 
depended upon her in all things, So, when Tiberius was de- 
fired by this Antonia to.examine Eutychus, he an{wered, “1 
indeed Eutychus hath falfely accufed Agrippain what he hath 
faid of him, he hath had fufficient punifhment by what I have 
done to him already ; but if, upon examination, the accufa- 
tion appears to be true, let Agrippa have a care, left, out of 
defire of punifhing bis freed-man, he do not rather bring a 
punifhment upon himfelf.””, Now when Antoniatold Agrippa - 
of this, he was fill much more preffing that the matter might 
be examined into ; fo Antonia, upon Agrippa’s lying hard at 
her continually to beg this tavour, took the tollowing oppor- 
t : As Tiberius once lay at his eafe upon his fedan, and 
was-carried about and Caius her grandfon and Agrippa were 
before him after dinner, {he walked by the fedan, and defired 
him to call Eutychus, and have him examined ; ‘to which he 
replied, ‘*O Antonia, the gods are my witnefies, that I am 
induced to do what I am going to do, not by my own inclina- 
tion, but becaufe I am forced to it by thy prayers.” When 
he had faid this, he ordered Marco, who fucceeded Sejanus, 
to bring Eutychus to him ; accordingly, without any delay, 
he was brought. Then Tiberius afked him, what he had to 
fay againft a man who had given him his liberty ? Upon which 
he faid, ‘‘ O my lord, this Caius, and Agrippa with him, 
were once riding in a chariot, when 1 fat at their feet, and a- 
mong other difcourles that paffled, Agrippa {aid to Caius, O 
that the day would once come, when this old tellow will die, 
and name thee for the governor of the habitable earth! 
for then this Tiberius, his grand-fon, would b no hindrance, 






and for Epiphanius, rather earlier, he is clear and full to the fame purpofe, and 
lays, thatlaw obtained over.the whole Catholic Church io bi; days; as the places 
én the fosecited authors intorm us. 
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but would be taken off by thee, and that earth would be happy, 
and I happy alfo.” Now Tiberius took thefe to be truly 
Agrippa’s words, and bearing a grudge withal at Agrippa, 
becaufe when he had commanded him to pay his refpe&s to 
Tiberius, his grandfon, and the fon of Darius, Agrippa had 
not paid him that refpe&, but had difobeyed his commands, 
and transferred all their regard to Caius ; he διὰ to Macro, 
** Bind this man.” But Macro not diftin@ly knowing which 
of them it was whom he bid him bind, and not expe€ting that 
be would have any fuch thing done to Agrippa, he _ torbore, 
and came to afk more diftinétly what it was that he faid? 
But when Cezfar had gone round the hippodrome, he found 
Agrippa ftanding : ‘‘ For certain,” faid he, ‘‘ Macro, this is 
man I meant to have bound :” And when he ftill afked, 
** Which of thefe is to be bound ?” he faid, “ Agrippa.” 
Upon which Agrippa betook himfelf to make fuppiication 
for himfelf. putting him in mind of his fon, with whom he 
was brought up, and of Tiberius [his grandfon | whom he had 
educated : But all to no purpofe; for they led him about 
bound -even in his purple garments. .}1 was alfo very hot 
weather, and they had but little wine to their meal; fo that 
he was very thicfty : He was alfo in a fort of agony, and took 
this treatment of him heinoufly, as he therefore faw one of 
Caius’s flaves, whofe name was Thaumajlus, carrying fome 
water in aveilel, he defired that he would let him drink ; fo, 
the lervant gave him fome water to drink, and he drank heart. - 
ily, and faid, ‘‘ O thou boy. this fervice of thine to me will 
be fof thy advantage ; for, if I once get clear οἱ thefe my 
* bonds, I will foon procure thee thy treedom of Caius, who has 
not been wanting to minifter to me now I am in bords, ‘= 
{ame manner as when I was in my former flate and digni 
Nor did he deceive him in what he promifed him, bat made 
him amends for what he had now done ; for, when afterward 
Agrippa was come to the kingdom, he took particular care‘of 
Thaumaftus, and got him his liberty from Caius, and made 
him the fteward over his own eftate ; and, when he died, he 
Jett him to Agrippa his fon and to Bernice his daughter, to 
minifter to them inthe fame capacity. The man allo grew 
old in that honourable poft, and therein died. But all this 
happened a good while later. 

4. Now Agrippa ftood in his bonds before the royal palace, 
and leaned on a certain tree for grief, with many others who. 
were in bonds alfo ; and as a certain bird fat upon the tree on 
which Agrippa leaned (the Romans call this bird 6udo), [an owl], 
one of thofe that were bound, a German by nation, faw him, 
and afked a foldier what that man in purple was? And when he 
was informed that his name was Agrippa, and thal he was by 
mation a Jew, and one of the principal men of that nation, he 
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afked leave of the foldier to whom he was bound *, to let him 
come nearer to hin, to {peak with him; tor that he had a mind 
to enquire of him about fome things relating to his country ; 
which liberty when he had obtained, and as he ftood near him, 
he fard thus to him by an interpreter, That " this fudden change 
of thy condition, O young man, is grievous to thee, as bring- 
ing on thee a manifold and very great adverfity ; nor wilt 
thou believe me, when I foretel how thou wilt get clear of 
this mifery which thou art now under, and how divine Prov- 
idence will proyide for thee. Know theretore (and I ap- 
peal to my own country-gods, as well as tothe gods of this 
place, who have awarded? 

going to fay about thy concerns, thal] neither be faid for fa- 
vour nor bribery, nor out of an endeavour to make the cheer- 
ful withéut caufle-; for fuch predi€tions, when they come to 
fail, make the grief at laft, and in earneft, more bitter than 
if the party had never heard of any fuch thing. However, 
though I run the hazard of my own felt, 1 think it fit to de- 


clare to thee the predi€tion of the gods, It cannot be that 


thou fhouldft Jong continue in thefe bonds; but thou wilt 


foon be delivered from them, and wilt be promoted to the. 


higheft dignity and power, and thou wilt be envied by all 
thofe who now pity thy hard fortune ; and thou wilt be hap- 
py till thy death, and wilt leave that thine happinefs to the 
children whom thou fhalt have. But do thou remember, 
when thou feeft this bird again, that thou wilt then live but 
five days longer. This event will be brought to pafs by that 
God who hath fent this bird hither to bea fign unto thee, 
And I cannot but think it unjuft to conceal from thee what I 
foreknew concerning thee, that, by thy knowing beforehand 
what happinefs is coming upon thee, thou mayeft not regard 
thy prefent misfortunes. But, when this happinefs fhall δος 
tually befal thee, do not torget what mifery 1 am in myfelf, 
but endeavour to deliver me.” So, when the German had 
{aid this, he made Agrippa laugh at him as much as he after- 
wards appeared worthy admiration, But now Antonia took 
Agrippa’s misfortunes to heart ; however, to {peak to Tiberius 
on his behalf, the took to be a very difficult thing, and indeed 
quite imprafticable. as to any hope of fuccels; Yet did the 
procure of Macro, that the foldiers that kept him fhould be ot 
a gentle nature, and that the centurion who was over them, and 
was to diet with him. fhould be of the fame difpofition, and 
that he might have leave to bathe himfelt every day, and that 
his freed-men and friends might come to him, and that other 
things that tended to eafe him, might be indulged him. So 
his friend Silas came in to him, and two of his freed-men, 


* Dr. Hudfon here takes notice, out of “Sebeca, Epiftle V. that this was the 
cufiom of Tibcrius, to couole the pritooer and the iuldier that guarded him toge~ 
sher in the fame chain. ᾿ 


thefe bonds to us), that all δπι- 
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Marfy ras and Stechus, brought him fuch forts of foed as he 
was fond ot, and indeed took creat care of him; they allo 
brought him garments, under pretence of felling them, and, 
when night came on, they Jaid them under him ; and the fol- 
diers aflilted them, as Macro had given them order to do be- 
forehand. And this was Agrippa’s condition for fix months 
time, and in this cafe were his affairs. 

8. But for Tiberius, upon his return to Caprez, he fell 
fick. At firft his diftemper was but gentle ; but, as that dif- 
temper increafed upon him, he had {mall or no hopes of re- 
covery. Hereupon he bid Euodus, who was that freed-man 
whom he moft οἱ all refpe&ted, to bring the children * to him; 
tor that he wanted to talk to them before he died. Now he 
had at prcfent no fons of his own alive ; for Drufus, who was 
nis only fon, was dead; but Drufus’s fon Tiberius was firll 
living, whole additional name was Gemellus : There was alfo 
living Caius, the fon of Germanicus, who was the fon t of 
his brother [ Drufus|. He was now grown up, and had hada 
liberal education, and was well improved by it, and was in 
efteem and favour with the people on account of the excel- 
Jent charaéter of his father Germanicus, who had attained the 
higheft honour among the multitude, by the firmnefs of his 
virtuous behaviour, by the cafinefs and agreeablenefs of his 
converfing with the multitude, and becaufe the digmity he 
was in, did not hinder his familiarity with them all, asif they 
were his equals ; by which behaviour he was not only greatly 
efleemed by the people and fenate, but by every one ot thofe 
nations that were fudje&t to the Romans ; fome of which were 
affeied, when they came to him, with the gracefulnefs of 
their reception by him, and others were affetted in the fame 
manner by the report of the others that had been with him : 
And upon his death there was a lamentation made by all men; 
not fuch an one as was to be made in way of flattery to their 
. rulers, while they did but counterfeit lorrow, but fuch as was 
real; while every body grieved at his death, as if they had 
Joit one that was near tothem. Andtruly fuch had been his 
eafy converfation with men, that it turned greatly to the ad. 
vantage of his fon among all , and, among others, the foldiery 
were fo peculiarly affe€&ted to him, that they reckoned it an 
eligible thing, if need were, to die themfelves, if he might 
but attain to the government. 

9. But when Tiberius had given order to Euodus to bring 
the children to him the next day in the morning, he prayed to 
his country gods to fhew him a manifeft fignal, which of thofe 
children fhould come to the government; being very defirous 
to leave it to his fon’s fon, but {till depending upon what Gad 


® Tiberius his own grandfon, and Caius his bro:her Drufus’s grand fon. 
+ So Icorre& Jofenhus’s copy, «hich calis Germznicas his brother, who was 
ss brother's fon. ° ᾿ 
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Πιουϊά forefhew concerning them, more than upon his own 
opinion and inclination ; fo he made this to be the omen, that 
the government fhould be lett to him who fhould come to him 
firft the next day. When he had thus refolved within himfelt, 
he fent to his grandfon’s tutor, and ordered him to bring the 
child to him early inthe morning, as fuppofing that God 
would permit him to be made emperor. But God proved op- 
pofite to his defignation ; for while Tiberius was thus con- 
triving matters, and as foon as it was at all day, he bid Euo- 
dus to call in that child which fhould be there ready. So he 
went aut, and found Caius before the door, for Tibe- 
rius was not yet come, but flaid waiting tor his breakfealt ; 
for Euodus knew nothing of what his lord intended ; fo he 
{aid to Caius, ‘* Thy father calls thee,” and then brought him 
in. As foon as Tiberius faw Caius, and not belore, he re- 
fle&ted on the power ot God, and how theability of beftowing. 
‘the government on whom he would was entirely taken from 
him ; and thence he was not able to eftablifh what he had in- 
tended. So he greatly lamented that his power ot eftablith- 
ing what he had before contrived was taken from him, and 
that his grandfon Tiberius was not only tolofe the Roman 
empire by his fatality, but his own fafety alfo, becaufe his 
prefervation would now depend upon fuch as would be mure 
potent than himfelt, who would think ita thing not to be borne, 
that a kinfman fhould live with them, and fo his relation would 
not be able to prote& him : But he would be feared and hated 
by him who had the fupreme authority, partly on account of 
his being next to the empire, and partly’ on account of his 
perpetually contriving to get the government, both in order 
to preferve himfelf, and to be at the head of affairsalfo. Now 
Tiberius had been very much given to aftrology *, and the 
calculation of nativities, and had {pent his life in the efteem 
of what prediétions had proved true, more than thofe whofe 
profeflion it was. Accordingly, when he once faw Galba. 
coming in to him, he faid to his moft intimate friends, that 
“6 there came in a man that would one day have the dignity of 
the Roman empire.” So that this Tiberius was more addiéted 
to all fuch forts of divinersthan any other of the Roman em- 
perors, becaufe he had found them to have told him truth in 

his own affairs, And indeed he was now in great diftrefs up- 

on this accident that had befallen him, and was very much 

grieved at the deftra@ion of his fon’s fon, which he forefaw 

and complained of himfelt, that he fhould have made ufe of 
fuch a method of divination before hand, while it was in his 
power to have died without grief by this knowledge of futu- 
rity ; whereas he was now tormented by his foreknowledge 
ot the misfortune of fuch as were deareft to him, and mu& 


* This is a known thing among the Roman hiftoriansand poets, that Tiberiva 
Was greatly given to aftrology and divination, - . 
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die under that torment. Now although he were difordered at 
this unexpe@ed revolution of the government to thofe for 
whom he did not intend it, he fpake thus to Caius, though 
unwillingly and againft his own inclination: “Ὁ child ! 
although Tiberius be nearert related to me than thon ar; 
I, by my own deterthination, arid the confpiring fuffrage 

he gods, do give, and put into thy hand, the Romen 
empire ; and I defire thee never to be unmindful when 
thou comeft to it, either of my kindnefs tothee, who fet thee 
in fo high a dignity, or of thy relation to Tiberius. But as 
thou knoweft that I am, together with, and after the gads, the 
the procurer οἱ fo great happinels to thee, fo I defire that thou 
wilt make mea return for my readinefs to affift thee, and will 
take care of Tiberius becaufe of his ne&r relation to thee. 
Befides which thou art to know, that, while Tiberius is alive, 
he will be a fecurity to thee, both as to empire and as to thy 
own prefervation ; but, if he die, that will be but a prelude 
to thy own misfortunes ; for, to be alone, under the weight 
of fuch vaft affairs is very dangerous ; nor will the gods 
fuffer thofe a&tions which are unjuftly done contrary to that 
law which direéts men to a& otherwife to go off unpunifhed.” 
This was the fpeech which Tiberius made, which did not 
perfuade Carus to a& accordingly, although he promifed fo 
to do; but, when he was fettled in the government, he took 
off this Tiberius, as was predifted by the other Tiberius ; as 
he was alfo himfelt in no long time afterward flain by a fecret 
plot laid againft him. 

10. So when Tiberius had at this time appointed Caics to 
be his fucceffor, he outlived but a few days, and then died, 
, after he had held the government twenty-two years five months 
and three days: Now Caius was the fourth emperor. But 
when the Romans underftood that Tiberius was dead, they 
rejoiced at the good news, but had not courage to believe it ; 
not becaufe they were unwilling it fhould be true, for they 
would have given large fums of money that it might be fo, 
but becaufe they were afraid, that if they had fhewed their joy 
when the news proved frife, their joy fhould be openly known, 
and they fhould be accufed for it, and be thereby undone. . For 
this Tiberius had brought a vaft number of miferies on the bet 
families of the Romans, fince he was eafily enflamed with 
paffion in all cafes, and was of {uch a temper as rendered his 
anger irrevocable, till he had executed the fame, although he 
had taken an hatred againft men without reafon; for he was 
by nature fierce in all the fentences he gave, and made death 
the penalty forthe lighteft offences; infomuch that when the 
Romans heard the rumour about his death gladly, they were 
seftrained from the enjoyment of that pleafure by the dread 
ef fuch miferies as they forefaw would follow, if their hopes 
proved ill.grounded. Now Marfyas, Agrippa’s freed-man, 
as foon ashe heard of Tiberius’s death came running to tell 
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Agrippa the news ; and finding him goirg out to the bath, he 
gave him a nod, and faid in the Hebrew tongue, “ The lion * 
is dead τ᾿ who underftanding his meaning, and being overjoy - 
ed at the news, ‘‘ Nay, faid he, but all forts of thanks and hap- 
pinefs attend thee tor this news of thine; only I with that 
what thou, fayeft may prove true.” Now the centurion, who 
was fet to.keep Agrippa, when he faw with what hafte Marfyas 
came. and what joy Agrippa had from what he faid, he had a 
fufpicion that his words implied fome great innovation of at, 
tairs, and he afked them about what was faid.. They at firft 


diverted the difcourfe ; but upon his farther prefling, Agrippa, . 


without more ado, told him, for he was already become his 
friend ; fo.he joined with him inthat pleafure which this news 
vccafioned, becaulé it would be fortunate tq Agrippa, and 
made hima fupper. But as they were teafting, and the cups 
went about, there came one who faid, That “ Tiberius was 
ftill alive; and would return to the city ina few days.” At 
which news the centiirion was exceedingly troubled, becaufe 
he had done what might have coft him his life, to have treat- 
ed fo joyfully a prifoner, and this upon the news ot the death 
of (κίε; fo he thruft Agrippa trom the couch whereon he 
lay, and faid, “ Doft thou think to cheat me by a lie about the 
emperor without punifhment ? and {halt not thou pay for this 
thy malicious report at the price of thine head !” When he 
had fo faid; he ordered Agrippa to be bound. again, (tor he 
had loofed him before,) and kept ἃ feverer guard over him 
than formerly, and in that evil condition was Agrippa that 
night ; but the next day the rumour increafed in the city, and 
confirmed the news that Tiberius was certainly dead ; in{fo- 
much that men durft now openly and freely talk about it; 
nay, fome offered facrifices on that account. Several letters 
alfo came from Caius. one of them to the fenate, which inform- 
ed them of the death of Tiberius, and of his own entrance on 
the government ; another to Pifo, the governor of the city; 
which told him the fame thing. He allo gave ofdet that A- 
grippa fhould be removed out of the camp, and go to that 
houle where he lived betore he was put in prifon ; fo that he 
was now out οἱ fear as to his own affairs ; tor although he 
were fill in cuflody, yet it was now with eafe to his own af- 
fairs. Now as foon as Caius was come to Rome, and had 
brought Tiberius’s dead body with him, and had made a fump- 
tuous funeral for him, according to the laws of his country, 
he was much difpofed to fet Agrippa at liberty that very day, 
but Antonia hindered him ; not out of any ill-will τὰ the prif- 
oner, but out of regard to decency in Caius, Ieft that fhould 


* This name of a Lion is often given to tyrants, efpecially by the Jews, fuch as 
Agrippa, and probably his freed man Marfyas, in etic&t were, Ezee . xix. 1--g. 
Efth xiv. 12. 2. Tim. iv. 17. They are allo fometimes compared to, of repre- 
fented by wild beafts, of which the lionis the principal. Dian. vii. g-—8. Apc, 
mili. a, ἃ. “ 
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make men believe that he received the death of Tiberius with 
pleafure, when he loofed one whom he had bound immedi- 
ately. However, there did not many days pafs ere he fent 
for him to his houfe, and had him fhaved, and made him 
change his raiment, after which he put a diadem upon his 
head, and appointed him to be king of the tetrarchy of Phi- 
lip. He alfo gave him the tetrarchy of Lyfanias*, and chang- 
ed his iron chain for a golden one ot equal weight. He alfo 
fent Marullus to be procurator of Judea. "ΝΣ 

11. Now in the fecond year of the reign of Caius Czfar 
Agrippa defired leave to be given_him to fail home, and fet- 
tle the affairs ot his government, and he promifed to return 
again, when he had put the reft in order, as it ought to be put. 
So upon the emperor's permiffion, he came into bis own 
country, and appeared to them all unexpeétedly as a king, and 
thereby demonttrated to the men that faw him, the power of 
΄ fortune, when they compared his former poverty with his pref- 
ent happy affluence ; fo fome called him an happy man, and 
others could not well believe that things were fo much chang. 
ed with him for the better. 


CHAP. VII. 
How Herod the Tetrarch was Banifhed. 


§ 1. Bu Herodias, Agrippa’s fifter, who now lived as wife 

to that Herod who was tetrarch of Galilee and Pe- 
rea, took this authority of her brother in an envious manner, 
particularly when fhe faw that he had a greater dignity be- 
ftowed on him than her hufband had ; fince when he ran a- 
way, it was becaufe he was in a way of dignity, and of great 
, good fortune. She was therefore grieved, and much difpleaf- 
ed at fo great a mutation of his affairs, and chiefly when the 
faw him marching among the multitude with the ufual enfigns 
of royal authority, fhe was not able to conceal how miferable 
fhe was. by reafon of the envy fhe had towards him ; but fhe 
excited her hufband, and defired him that he would fail to 
Rome, to court honours equal to his: Fur the faid, That “ the 
could not bear to live any Jonger, while Agrippa, the fon of 
that Arnif{tobulus who was condemned to die by his father, one 
that came to her hufband in fuch extreme poverty, that the 
neceflaries of life were torced to be entirely fupplied him day 
by day ; and when he fled away trom his creditors by fea, he 
now returned a king ; while he was himfelf the for of a king, 
and while the near relation he bare to royal authority, called 


* Although Caius now promiled to give Agrippa the tetrarchy of Lyfanias, ya 
was it not actually conferred upon him till the reign of Claudius, as we leam A 
tig. B. XIX, chap. v, ie@ 1. Vol 11. : 
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upon him to gain the like dignity, he fat ftill, and was con- 
tented with a privater life. But then, Herod, although thou 
waft tormerly not concerned to be in a lower condition than 
thy father, from whom thou waft derived, had been; yet do 
thou now feek after the dignity which thy kinfman hath at- 
tained to ; and do not thou bear this contempt, that aman who 
admired thy nches, fhould be in greater honour than thylelt, 
nor fuffer his poverty to fhew itfelf able to purchafe greater 
things than our abundance, nor do thou efteem it other than 
ἃ fhameful thing to be inferior to one who, the other day, liv- 
ed upon thy charity. But let us goto Rome, and let us {pare 
no pains nor expences, either of filver or gold, fince they 
cannot be kept for any better ufe, than for the obtaining of a 
kingdom.” ᾿ . | 

4. But for Herod, be oppofed her requeft at this time, out 
of the love of eafe, and having a fufpicion of the trouble he - 
fhould have at Rome; fohe tried to inftrué her better, 
But the more fhe faw him draw back, the more fhe preffed 
him to it, and defired him to leave no ftone unturned in order 


. to be king ; And at laft the lef: not off till the engaged him, 


whether he wauld or not, to be of her fentiments, becaufe he 
could no otherwife avoid her importunity. So he got all 
things ready, after as fumptuous a manner as he was able, and 


{pared for nothing, and went up to Rome, and took Herodias 


along with him. But Agrippa when he was made fenfible of 
their intentions and preparations, he alfo prepared to go thith- 
er ; and δὲ foon as he heard they fet fail, he fent Fortunatus, 
one of his freed men to Rome, to carry prefents to the em. 


peror, and letters againft Herod, and to give Caius a particu<. 


ar account of thofe matters, 1f he {hould have any opportu. 
nity. This man tollowed Herod fo quick, and had fo prof- 
erous a voyage, and came fo little after Herod, that while 
erod was with Caius, he came himfelf, and delivered his let. 
ters ; for they both failed to Dicearchia, and found Caius at 
Baiz, which is itfelf a little city of Campania, at the diftance 
of about five furlongs fram Dicearchia. There are in that 
place royal palaces with fumptuous apartments, every empe- 
ror ftill endeavouring to out-do his predeceffor’s magnifi- 
cence: The Place alfo affords warm baths, that {pring out of 
the ground of their own accord, which are αἱ advantage for 
the recovery of the health of thofe that make ufe of them, and 
befides, they minifler to men’s luxury alfo, Now Caius fa- 
luted Herod, for he firft met with him, and then looked upon 
the letters which Agrippa had fent him, and which were writ- 
ten in order to accufe Herod ; wherein he accufed him, that 
he had been in confederacy with Sejanus, againft Tiberius’s 
government, and that he was now confederate with Artabanus, 
the king of Parthia, in oppolition to the government of Caius ; 
as a demonftration of which he alledged, that be had armour 
fufficient for feventy thoufand men ready in his armoury. Caie 


a 
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us was moved at this information, and afked Herod whether 
what was faid about the armour was true; and when he con- 
feffed there was fuch armour there, for he could not deny the 
fame, the truth of it being notorious, Caius took that to be a 
fufficient proot of the acculation, that he intended to revolt. 
So he took away from him his tetrarchy, and gave it by way 
of addition to Agrippa’s kingdom ; he alfo κὰν Herod’s mon- 
ey to Agrippa, and, by way of punifiiment, awarded him a 
perpetual banifhment. and appointed Lyons, a city of Gaul, 
to be his place of habitation. But when he wag informed that 
Herodias was Agrippa’s fifter, he made her a prefent of what 
money was her own, and told her, that ‘‘ it was her brother 
who prevented her being put under the fame calamity with 
her hufband.” But the made this reply ; “ Thou, indeed, Q 
emperor, aéteft atter a’ magnificent manner, and as become¢ 
. thyfelf in what thou offereft me; but the kindnels which I 
have for my hufband hinders me from partaking of the favour 
of thy gift; for it is not juft, that 1, who have’ been made 4 
partner in his profperity, {hould forfake him in his misfor- 
tunes”? Hereupon Caius was angry at her. and fent her with 
Herod into banifhment, and gave her eftate to Agrippa. And 
thus did God punifh Herodias for her envy at her brother, and 
Herod alfo for givirg ear to the vain difcourfes of ἃ woman, 
Now Caius managed public affairs with very great. magnanim- 
ity, during the firlt and fecond year of his reign, and behaved 
himfelf with fuch moderation, that he gained‘ the good will 
both of the Romans themfelves, and of his other: fubje“ts. 
But in »rocefs of time he went beyond the bounds of humar 
nature, in his conceit of himfelf, and, by reafon of the vwaft- 
πεῖς of his dominions, made himfelfa god, and tonk upon 
himfelt to aft in all things to the reproach of the Deity him. 
e . Ω ‘ » ve : . , et 


CHAP. VHI. 


Concerning * the ambaffage of the Jews to Carus ; and how €a- 
tus fent Petronius into Syria to make War againft the Jews, 
unlefs they would receive his flatue. : ΕΣ 


δ 1. HERE was now ἃ tumult arifen at Alexandria, be- 
tween the Jewith inh&bitants and the Greeks ; and 
three + ambaffadors were chofen out of each party} that were 


* This is a moft remarkable chapter, as containing fuch inftances of the inte 
fition of Providence, as have been always very rare dmong the other idolatrous na- 
tions, but of old very many among the pofterity of Abraham, the worfhippers of 
the true God ; nor do thefe feem much inferior to thofe in the Old Tefiamem, 
which are the more remarkable, becaufe, among all their other follies and vices, 
the Jews were not at this time idolaters ; and the deliverances here mentioned were 
done in order te prevent their relapfe into that idolatry. 

+ Jofephus here affures us, that the embaffadors from Alexandria to Caius were, 
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at variance, who came to Caius. Now one of thefe ambaffa- 
dors from the people of Alexandria was Apion, who uttered 
many blafphemies againft the Jews ; and among other things 
that he διά, Ke charged them with negle&ing the honours that 
belonged to Cefar; tor that ‘while all who were fubje& to the 
Roman empire built altars and temples to Caius, and in other 
regards univerfally recetyed him as they received the gods, 
thefe Jews alone thought it a difhanourable thing for them to 
ere€t ftatues in honour of ‘him, as well asta {wear by his 
name.- Many of thefe fevere things were {aid by Apion, by 
which he hoped to provoke Caiua to anger at the Jews. as he 
was likely to be;butPhilo,the principal of the Jewifh ambaffage, 
a man eminent on all accounts, brother to Alexander * the ala- 
harch, and one not unfkilful in philofophy, was ready to be- 
take himfelf tq make his defence againft thofe accufations ; 
hut Caius prohibited him, and bid him be gone : He wasalfo in 
fucharage, that it openly appeared he was about to do them 
fome very great mifchief. So Philo being thus affronted went 
out, and faid to thofe Jews who were about him, that ‘‘ they 
{hould be of good courage, fince Cajus’s words indeed thew- 
ed anger at them, but in reality had already fet God againft 

imfelfo πψθ.. ΠῚ _ | 

2. Hercupon Caius, taking it very heinoufly that he fhould 
be thus defpiféd by the Jews alone, fent Petronius to the pref- 
ident of Syria, and fucceffor in the government to Viteflius, 
and gave him order to make an invafion into Judea, with a 
great body of troops, andif they would admit of his ftatue 
willing)y, to ere€t it in the temple of God ; but if they were 
obftinate, to conquer them by war, and then to do it. Ac. ~ 
cordingly Petronius took the government οἱ Syria, and made 
hafte ta-obey Czfar’s epiftle. He got together as great a num- 
ber of auxiliaries as he poffibly could, and took with him two ᾿ 
legions of the Roman army, and cameto Prolemaia, and there 
wintered, as intending to (et about the war in the {pring. He 
alfo wrote word to Caius what he had refolved to do, who 
commended him tor his alacrity, and ordered him to go on, 
and to make war with them, ‘in cafe they would not obey his 
commands. But there came many ten thoufands of the Jews 
(υ Petronius to Ptolemais, to offer their petitions to him, that 
« he wouid not compel them to tran{grefs and yjolate the law 


on each part no more than three in number,f or the Jews, and forthe Gentiles, which. 
ee but fix inall : Whereas Philo, who was the principal ambaffador from the 
Jews, as Jofephus here conteffes (as was Apion for the Gentiles), fays, the Jews 

amba(Tadors were themfelvesno fewer than five. towatds the end of his legation to 
Caius; which, if there be no miftake in the copies, muft be {fuppofed the truth ; 
mor, in that cafe, would Jofephus have contraditted fo authentic a witnefs, had he 

{een that account of Philo’s, which that he ever did, does not appear. 

_ * This Alexander, the alabarch, or governor-of the Jews at Alexandria, and 

heather to Philo, is fuppofed by bifhop Pearfon, in AG. Apoft. p 41, 42. to be 

t! a Same with that A‘exinder who is mentioned by St, Luke, as of the kindred of - 
rhigh-prieits, AGs, iv. 6, ᾽ 


366 ANTIQUITIES OF THE jEWS. [Book XVIII. 


of their forefathers ; but if, faid they, thou art entirely re- 
folved to bring this ftatue, and ere&t it, do thou firft kill us, 
and then do what thou haft refolved on ; for while we are a- 
live, we cannot permit fuch things as are forbidden us to be 
done by the.authority of our fegiflator, andby our forefathers 
determination, that fuch prohibitions are inftances of virtue.” 
But Petronius was angry at them, and faid, “1 mdeed! 
were myfelf emperor, and were at liberty to follow my own 
inclination. and then had defigned to a@ thus, thefe your 
words would be juftly fpoken to me; but now Czfar hath 
fent to me, Iam under the neceflity of being fubfervient to 
his decrees, becaufe a difobedience to them will bring upon 
me inevitable deftruétion.” Then the Jews replied, ‘* Since 
theretore thou art fo difpofed, O Petronius, that thou wilt not 
difobey Caius’s epiftles, neither will we tranfgrefs the com- 
mands of our law ; and as we depend upon the excellency of 
our laws, and by the labours of our anceftors, have continu- 
ed hitherto without fuffering them to be tranfgreffed, we dare 
not by any means fuffer ourfelves to be fo timorous as to tran{- 
grefs thofe laws out of the fear of death, which God hath de- 
termined ate for our advantage; and if we fall into musfor- 
tunes, we will bear them in order to preferve our laws, as 
knowing, that thofe who expofe themfelves to dangers, have 
good hope οἱ efcaping them ; becaufe God will ftand on our 
fide, when out of regard to him we undergo affli@ions, and 
fuitain the uncertain tarns of fortune. But if we fhould fub- 
mit to thee, we fhould be greatly reproached for our cowar- 
dice, as thereby fhewing ourfelves ready to tranfgrefs our law; 
_and we fhould incur the great anger ot God allo, who, even 
thyfelt being judge, is {uperior to Caius.” 

3. When Petronius faw by their words that their determi- 
nation was hard to be removed, and that without a war, he 
Should not be able to be fubfervient to Caius in the dedication 
of his ftatue, and that there muft be a great deal of blood hhed. 
he took his friends, and the fervants that were about him, and 
hafted to Tiberias as wanting to know in what pofture the af- 
fairs of the Jews were ; and many ten thoufands of the Jews 
met Petrontus again, when he was come to Tiberias. ‘Theic 
thought they muft run a mighty hazard if they fhould havea 
war withthe Romans, but judged that the tran{greflion of the 
law was of much greater confequence, and made fupplication 
to him, that he would by no means reduce them to fuch dil- 
treffes, nordefile their ¢ity with the dedication of the ftatue. 
Then Petronius faid to them, “ Will you thea: make war with 
Czfar, without confidering his great preparations for war, 
and your own weaknels ?”” They replied. * We will not by 
any means make war with him, but ftill we will die betore we 
fee our laws tranfgrefled.” So they threw themlelves down 
upon their taces, and ftretched out their throats, and {aid they 
were ready to be flain; and this they did for forty days fo- 
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gether, and in the mean time left off the tilling of their ground, 
and that while the feafon * of the year required them to fow 
it. Thus they continued firm in their refolution, and propof- 
ed to themfelves to die willingly, rather than to fee the dedi- 
cation of the flatue. 

"4. When matters were in this ftate, Ariftobulus, king A- 
grippa’s brother, and Helcias the Great, and the other princi- 
~ pal men of that family with them, went in unto Petronius, 
and befought him, That “ fince he faw the refolution of the 
multitude, he would not make any alteration, and thereby 
drive them to defpair ; but would write to Catus, that 
the Jews had an infuperable averfenefs to the reception of the 
ftatue, and how they continued with him, and. lett off the til. 
lage of their ground : That they were not willing to go to war 
with him, becaufe they were not able to do it, but were ready 
to die with pleafure, rather than fuffer their laws to be tranf- 

refled: And how, upon the lands continuing unfown, rob- 
Feries would grow up, onthe inability they would be under 
of paying their tributes; and that perhaps Caius might be 
thereby moved to pity, and not order any barbarous aétion to 
bedone to them, northink ot deftroying the nation; That τῇ 
he continues inflexible in his former opinion to bring a war 
upon them, he may then fet about it himfelf.” And thus did 
Ariftobulus, and the reft with him, fupplicate Petronius. So 
Petronius +, partly on accqunt of the preffing inftances which 
Ariftobulus and the reft with him made, and becaufe of the 
great confequence ot what they defired, and the earneftnefls 
wherewith they made their fupplication ; partly on account of 
the firmnefs of the oppofition made by the fev, which he 
faw, while he thought it an horripte thing for him to be fuch 
a flave to the madnefs of Caius, as to flay fo many ten thou- 
fand men, only becaufe of their religious difpofition towards 
God, and after that to pafs his lite'in expe&ation οἵ punith- 
ment; Petronius, I fay, thought it much better to fend to 
Caius and to let him know how intolerable it was to him to 
bear the anger he might have againft him for not ferving him 
fooner, in obedience to his epilftle, for that perhaps he might 
perfuade him ; and that if his mad refolution continued,he might 


* What Jofephus kere, and [εξξ, 6. relates asdone by the Jews before fr 
iime, is, in Philo, not far off the time when the corn was ripe, who, as Le Clerc 
notes, differ bere one from the other.. This is another indication that jofepbus, 
when he wrote this account, had not feen Philo’s Legat. ad Caium, otherwife be 
_ would hardly have herein ditfered from him. 

+ This Publius Petronius was after this {till prefident of Syria, under Claudius, 
and, at the defire of Agrippe, published a fevere decree againft the inhabitants of 
Dora, who, in a fort of imitation of Caius, had fet upa ftatue of Claudius ins 
Jewish fynagogue there. This decree is extant, B, XLX. ch. vi. fe. 4. Vol. 11. 
and greatly confirms the prefent accounts of Jofephus, as do the other decrees of 
Claudius, relating to the like Jewishraffains, B, XLX.ch. v. let. 8, 3. Vol. 11. 
to which I refer the ioquifitive reader, | 


s% 
* age them to have good hope of their affairs. 
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then begin the war againft them ; nay, that in cafe he fhould.turn 
his hatred againft himfelf, it was fit tor virtuous perfons even to 
die for the fake of fuch vaft multitudes of men. According!y 
he determined to hearken:to the petitioners in this matter. 

5. He then called the Jews together to Tiberias. who came, 
many ten thoufands in number; he alfo placed that army he 
now had with him-oppofite to them ; but did not difcover his 
own meaning, but the commands ot the emperor, and told 
them, That *: bis wrath would without delay be executed on 
fuch as had the courage to.difobey what he had commanded, 
and this immediately ; and that it was ft for him, who had re- 
ceived fo great a dignity by his grant, not to contradict him in 
any thing: Yet,” faid he, ** I do not think it juft to have fuch 

‘a regard to my own fafety and honour, as to retufe to facrifice 
them for your prefervation, who are fo many in number, and 
endeavour to preferve the regard that 8 dueto your law, which, 
as it hath come down to you trom your toretathers, fo do you 
efteem it worthy of your utmoft contention tgprelerve it : por, 
with the fupreme afliftance and power of Got will I be fo har- 
dy as to fuffer your temple to fall into contempt Ly the means 
ot the imperial authority: I will therefore fend to Caius, and 
let him know what your refolutions are, and will afift your {uit 
as far as Iam able, that you may not be ex pofed to fuffer on ac- 
count of the honeft defigns you have propofed to yourfelves ; 
and may God be our aft Rant, for hig authority is beyond all the 
contrivance and power of men; and may he procure you the 
prefervation of your ancient laws, and may not he be deprived, 
though without y our confent, of his accuftomed honours, But 
‘if Caius be irritated and turn the violence of his rage upon me [ 
will rather undergo all that danger and that affli€iton that may 
come either on my body or my foul, than fee fo many ot you tu 
perith, while you are a€ting in foexcellenta manner. Do you, 
therefore, every one of you, go your way about your own oc- 
cupations, and fall to the cultivation of your ground ; I will my- 
felt fend to Rome, and will not retufe to ferve you in all things, 
-both by my felf and by my friends.” 

6. When Petronius had faid this, and had dif{miffed the affem-. 
bly of the Jews, he defired the principal of them to take care o 
their hufbandry, and to {peak kindly to the people, and _encour- 

Thus did he readi- 
ly bring the multitude to be cheerful again. And now did Got 
thew his prefence * to Petronius, and fignify to him, that he 


. © Jofephus here ufes the folemn New Teftament words, sagucia, and 

iwiParnn, the prefence and appearance of God, for the extraordinary manife:- 

tation of his power and providence to Petronius, by fending rain in atime of dil- 

trefs, immediately upon the refolution he bad taken to preierve the temple unpol- 

tuted, at the hazard of his own life, without apy other miraculous appearance at 

all in thatcafe; which welt deferves to be taken notice of here, aud greatly illu 
" teates feveral texts buth in the Old and New Teftameut, . 
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would afford him his affiftance in his whole defign: for he 
had no {doner finifhed the fpeech that he made to the Jews, 
but God fent down great fhowers of rain, contrary to human 
ex pe€tation ; for that day was a clear day, and gave no fign, 
by the‘appearance of the fky, of any rain; nay the whole year 
had been fubjeé to a preat drought, and made men defpair of 
any water from above, eveti when dt any time they [aw the 
heavens ovér.caft with clouds ; infomuch that when fuch a 
great quantity of rain came, ahd that in an unufual. manner, 
and without any other expeétation of it, the Jews hoped that 
Petronius would by no means fail in his petition tor them. 
But as to Petronius, hé was mightily furprifed when he per-_ 
ceived that God evidently took care of the Jews, and gave 
very plain figns of his appearance *, and thié to fuch a degree, 
that thofe that were in eatneft much_ inclined to the contrary, 
had no power left to contradié& it; This was alfo among thole 
other particulars which hé wrote to Caius, which all tended 
to diffluade him, and by all means to intteat him not to make - 
fo many ten thoufands of thefe men go diftraéted ; whom it he 
fhould flay, (for without war they would by no means fuffer 
the laws of their worhhip to be fet afide,) he would lofe the 
revenue they paid him, and would be publicly curfed by them 
for all future ages. Moreover, that God, who was their gov- 
erncr, had fhewed his power nioft evidently on theiz account, 
and that fuch a power of his as left no room fot doubt about 
its _ And this was the bufinefs that Petronius was now engag- 
ed ini. | 
4. But hing Agrippa, who now lived at Rome, was more 
and more in the favour of Caius, and when he had once 
made him a fupper, and was careful to exceed all other both 
in expences, and in fuch preparations as might contribute 
moft to his pleafure ; nay, it was fo far from the ability of ᾿ 
others, that Caius himfelf could never equal, mach lefs ex- 
ceed it, (fuch care had he taken befotehand to exceed all men, 
and particularly to make all agreeable to Cafar): Hereupon 
Caius admired his underftlanding and magnificence, that he 
fhould force himfelfto do all to pleafe him, even beyond {uch 
expences as he could bear, and was defirous not to be behind 
Agrippa in that generofity , which he exerted in order to pleafe 
him. So Caius, when he had drank wine plentifully, and 
was merrier than ordinary, faid thus during the teaft, when 
Agrippa had drunk to him: “ I knew before now ¢ how great 
a refpeét thou haft had tor me, and how great kindnefs thou 
haft thewed me, though with thofe hazards tothyfelf, whch 
thou underwenteft under Tiberius on that account ; nor δα 
thou omitted any thing to fhew thy good-will towards us, even 


* See the preceding note. , 
+ This behaviour οὗ Ca‘us to Agrippa, is very tike that of Herod Antipas, his 
tncle, to Herodies, Agsippa’s Sifter, about John the Baptift, Mait, xiv. 6—11. 
Vou, I, Yy . 
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beyond thy ability ; whence it would be a bafe thing for me 
to be conquered by thy affe@ion. Iam therefore defirous to 
make theeamends for every’ thing, in which I have been for- 
merly deficient, tor all that I have beftowed on thee, that may 
be called my gifts, is but little. Every thing that may <on- 
tribute to thy happinefs fhall be at thy fervice, and that cheer- 
fully, and fo far as my ability will reach.’ And this was 
what Caius faid to Agrippa, thinking he would afk for fome 
large country, or the revenues of certain cities. But although 
he had prepared betore-hand what he would afk yet had he 
not difcovered his intentions, but made this anfwer to Caius 
immediately : That “ it was not out of any expe€tation of 
gain that he formerly paid his refpefts to him, contrary to the 
commands of Tiberius nor did he now do any thing relating 
to him out of regard to his own advantage, and in order tore- 
ceive any thing trom him: That thegifts he had already be- 
{towed upon him were great, and beyond the hopes of even 


. acraving man; for although they may be beneath thy power, 


{who art the donor], yet are they greater than my inclina- 
tion and dignity, who am the receiver.” And as Caius was 
aftonifhed at Agrippa’s inclinations, and flill the more pre ffed 
him to make his requeft for fomewhat which he might gratify 
him with, Agrippareplied, “ Since thou, O my lord, declar- 
eft fuch is thy readinefs to grant, that lam worthy of thy 
gilts, L will afk nothing relating to my own telicity ; for 
what thou haft already beftowed on me has made me excel 
therein ; but I defire fomewhat which may make thee glorious 
tor piety, and render the divinity. affiftant to thy defigns, and 
may be for an honour to me among thofe that enquire about 
it, as fhewtng that I never once tail of obtaining what I defire 
of thee ; for my petition 1s this, That thou wilt no longer 
think ot the dedication of that ftatue which thou haft ordered 
to be fet up in the Jewifh temple by Petronius.” 

8. And thus did Agrippa-venture to caft the die upon this 
occafion, fo great was the affair in his opinion, and in reality, 
though he knew how dangerous a thing it was fo to {peak ; 
for, had not Caius approved of it, it had tended to no lefs 
than the lofs ot his life. Soa Caius, who was mightily taken 
with Agrippa’s obliging behaviour, and on other accounts 
thinking it a difhonourable thing to be guilty of falfchood 
before fo many witneffes, tn points wherein he had with fuch 
alacrity forced Agrippa to become a petitioner, and that it 
would look as if he had already repented of what he had faid, 
and becaufe he greatly admired Agrippa’s virtue, in not defir- 
ing himat all to augment his own dominions either with larger 
revenues, or other authority, but took care of the public 
tranquility, of the laws, ana of the Divinity itfelf, he granted 
him what he had requefted. He alfo wrote thus to Petronius, 
‘* commending him for his affembling his army, and then con- 
fulting him about thefe affairs,” If therefore, faid he, thou 
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haft already ere&ted my ftatue, let it ftand ; but, if thou haft 
not yet dedicated it, do not trouble thyfelf farther about it, 
but difmifs thy army, go back, and take care of thofe affairs 
which 1 fent thee about at firft, lor 1 have now no occafion 
for the ere€tion of that ftatue. Thus I have granted asa fa- 
vour to Agrippa, aman whom | honour fo very greatly, that I 
am notable to contradi& what he would have, or what he de- 
fired me to do for him.” And this was what Caius wrote to 
Petronius, which was before he received his letter, informing 
him that the Jews were very ready to revolt about the ftatue, 
and that they feemed refolved to threaten war againft the Ro- 
mans; and nothing elfe. When therefore Caius was much 
difpleafed that any attempt fhould be made againft his govern- 
ment, as he was a flave to bafe and vicious aétions on all oc- 
cafions, and had no regard to what was virtuous and honour- 
able, and againft whomfoever he refolved to thew his anger, 
and that for any caufe whatfoever, he fuffered not himfelt to 
be reftrained by any admonition, but thought the indulging 
his anger to be a real pleafure, he wrote thus to Petromius : 
‘* Seeing thou efteemeift the prefents made thee by the Jews to 
be of greater value than my commands, and art grown 1nfolent 
enough to be fubfervient to their pleafure, I charge thee to 
become thy own judge, and to confider what thou art to do, 
now thou art-under my difpleafure ; for 1 will make thee an 
example to the prefent and to all future ages, that they may 
not dare to contradiét the commands of their emperor.” 

g. This was the epiftle which Caius wrote to Petrontus, but 
Petronius did riot receive it while Caius was alive, that fhip 
which carried it failing fo flow, that other letters came to Pe- 
tronius before this, by which he underftood that Caius was 
dead ; tur-God would not forget the dangers Petronius had 
undertaken on account of the Jews, andof his own honour. 
Bat when he had taken Caius away, out of his indignation of 
what he had fo intolently attempted in affuming to himfelt di- 
vine worfhip, both Rome and all that dominion con{pired 
with Petronius, eflpecially thole that were of the fenatorian 
order, togive Caius his due reward, becaufe he had been un- 
mercifully fever: to them ; for he died not long after he had 
written to Petronius that epiftle which threatened him with 
death. Butas tor the occafion of his death, and the nature of 
the plot againit him, I fhall relate them in the progrefs of this 
narration, Now that epiftle which informed Petronius of 
Caius’s death came firft, anda jiule afterward came that which 
commanded him to kill himfelf with nis own hands. Where- 
upon he rejoiced at this coincidence as to the death of Caius, 
and admired God’s providence, who without the leaft delay, 
and immediately, gave him a reward for the regard he had to 
the temple, and the afliftance he afforded the Jews for avoid- 
ing the dangers they were in. And by this means Petronius 
e{caped that danger of death, which he could not forefee. 
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CHAP. IX. 
What befel the Jews that were in Babylon, on occafion of Af- 


neus and Anileus, two brethren. 


§ 1. Δ VERY fad calamity now befel the pews that were 

in Mefopotamia, and efpecially thofe that dwelt in 
Babylonia. Inferior it was to none οἱ the calamities which 
had gone before, and came together with a great flaughter of 
them, and tliat greater than any upon record before; concern- 
ing all which ἃ fhall fpeak accurately, and fhall explain the 
occafions whence thefe miferies came uponthem. There was 
a city in Babylonia called Neerda ; not only a very populous 
one, but one that had a good and a large territory about it, and, 
befides its other advantages, full of men alfo. It was, befides, 
not eafily to be affaulted by enemies, from the river Euphrates 
encompafling it a}l round, and from the walls that were built a- 
‘ bout it. There was aHothe city Nifibis, fituate on the famecur- 
rent of the river. For which reafon, the Jews, depending on 
the natural ftrength of thefe places, depofited in them that 
half fhekel which every one, by the cuftom of our country, 
offers unto God as well as they did other things devoted to, 
him, for they made ufe of thefe cities as atreafury, whence, 
at a proper time, they were tranfmitted to ferufalem ; and 
_ many ten thoufand men undertook the carriage of thofe do- 
nations, out of fear of the ravages of the Parthians, to whom 
the Babylonians were then fubje&t. Now there were two 
men, Afineus and Anileus, of the city Neerda by birth, and 
brethren to one another. They were deftitute of a father, and 
their mother put them to learn the art of weaving curtains, it 
not being efleemed a difgrace among them for men to be weav- 
ers of cloth. Now he that taught them that art, and was fet 
over them, complained that they came toa late tu their work, 
and punifhed them with ftripes ; but they took this juft pun- 
ifhment as an affront, and carried off all the weapons which 
were kept in that houfe, which were not a few, and went in- 
to a certain place where was as partition of rivers, and was a 
place ‘naturally very fit for the -feeding’ of cattle, and for. 
preferving fuch fruits as were ufually laid up againft winter. 
The pooreft fort-of the young men alfo reforted to them, 
whom they armed with the weapons they had gotten, and be- 
came their captains ; and nothing hindered them from being 
their leaders into mifchiet.; tor as foon as they were become. 
invincible, and had built them a citadel, they {ent to fuch as 
fed cattle, and ordered them to pay them fo much tribute out 
of them as might be fufficient for their maintenance, propof- 
ing alfo that they would be their friends, if they would fub- 
mit to them, and that they would defend them trom all their 
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other enemies on every fide, but that they would kill the cat- 
tle of thofe that refufed to obey them. So they hearkened ta 
their propofals (for they could da nothing elfe), and fent them 


as many fheep as were required of them ; whereby their forc-. 


es grew greater, and they became lords over all they pleafed, 
becaufe they marched fuddenly, and did them a mifchiet, in- 
fompch that every body wlio had to do with them, chofe to pay 
them refpe&, and they became formidable to fuch as came ta. 
affault them, till the report about them came tq the ears of the 
king of Parthia himfelf. © ‘ 

2. But when the governor of Babylonia underftood this, 
and had a mind to put a ftop to them, before they grew great- 
er, and before greater mifchiefs fhould arife from them, he 
got together as great an army as he could, both of Parthians 
and Babylonians, and marched againft them. thinking to at- 
tack them, and deflroy them before any one fhauld carry them 
‘the news, that he had got an army together. He then encamped 
at a lake, and lay ftill; but on the next day (it was the Sab- 
bath, which is among the Jews a day of reft from all forts of 
work), he fuppofed that the enemy would not dare to fight 
him thereon, but that he would take them and carry them away 
prifoners, without fighting. He theretore proceeded gradu- 
ally, and thought to fall upon them on the fudden. Now A- 
fineus was fitting with the reft, and their weapons lay by them ; 
upon which he faid, “ Sirs, I hear a neighing of horfes ; not 
οἵ fuch as are feeding, but fuch as have men on their backs ; 
1 alfo hear juch anoife of their bridles, that I am afraid that 
{ome enemies are coming ypon us to encompafs us round. 
However, let fomebody go to look about, and make report 
of what reality there is in the prefent * ftate of things ; and 
- may what I have faid prove a ftalfe alarm.” And, when he 
had faid this, fome of them went out to {py out what was the 
matter, and they came again immediately and {aid to him, that 
** neither haft thou been miftaken in telling us what, our ene- 

mies were doing, nor will thofe enemies be injurious to _peo- 

le any longer. We are caught by their intrigues like brute 
beats, and there is a large body of cavalry marching upon 
us, while we are deftitute at bands to detend ourfelves with- 
al, becaufe we are reftrained trom doing it by the prohibition 
of our Jaw, which obliges us to reft [on this day]. But AG- 
neus did not by any means agree with the opinion of his ΤΟΥ͂ 
as to what wag to be done, but thought it more agreeable to 
the law to pluck up their {pirits in this neceffity they were 
fallen into, and break their law by avenging themfelves, al- 
though they fhould die in the a&tion, than by doing nothing 


# "Esernxoruy is here, and in very many other places of Jofephus, immediately 
at hand, and is to be fo expounded, ¢ Thett ii 3. when fome talfely pretended 
that St Paul had faid either by word of mouth, or by an epiftle, or by both, that 
the day of Chrift was immediately at hand; for Rill St Paul did then plainly think 
that day not very many years future. 


~ 
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to pleafe their enemies in fubmitting to be flain by them. 
Accordingly he took up his weapons, and intufed couragé 
into thofe that were with him to a& as courageoufly as him- 
felf. So they fell upon their enemies, and flew a great many 
of them, becaufe they defpifed them, and came as to a cer- 
tain victory, and put the reft to fight. 

3. But wheri the news of this fight came to the king of Par- 
thia, he was furprifed at the boldnefg of thefe brethren, and 
was defirous to fee them, and {peak withthem. He theretore, 
fent the moft trufly of all his guards to fay thus to them, ** That 
king Artabanus, although he hath been unjuftly treated by 

ou, whohave made an attempt againit hisgovernment, yet hath 
he more regard to your courageous behavour, than to the an- 

er he bears to you, and hath fent me to give you his right- 

and *, and fecurity, and he permits you to come to him 
fately, and without any violence upon the road, and he wants 
to have you addrefs yourfelvcs to him as his friends, without 
meaning any guile or deccitto you. He allo promifes to 
make you prelents, and to pay you thofe refpe&s which will 
make an addition of his powerto your courage, and thereby 
be of adyantage to you.” Yetdid Afineus himfelf put off 
his journey thither, but fent his brother Anileus with alt fuch 
preients as he could procure. So he went, and was admitted 
tothe king’s prefence ; aud when Anabanus faw Anileus 
coming alone, he inquired into the reafon why A fineus avoid- 
ed to come along with bim ; and when he underftood that he 
was atrajd, and itaid by the lake, he took an oath by the gods 
of his country, that he would do them no harm, 1f they came 
to him upon the affurances he gave them, and gave him his 
tight hand t. ‘This is of the greateit force there with all thefe 
barbarians, and affords a firm fecurity to thofe whe converfe 
with them ; for none of them will deceive you, when once 
they have given you their nght hands, nor will any one doubt 
οἵ their fidelity, when that is once given, even though they 
were betore fulpeéted of injuitice. When Artabanus had 
done this, he fent away Anileus to perfuade his brother to 
come to him. Now this the king did, becaufe he wanted to 
curb his own governors of provinces by the courage of thefe 
Jewilh brethren, left they fhould make’ a Jeague with them ; 
for they were ready far a revolt, and were difpofed to rebel, 
had they been fent on an expedition againftthem, He was 
alfo afraid, left when he was engaged in a war in order to 
Jubdue thofe governors of provinces that had revolted, the 
party of Afincus, and thofe 10 Babylonia, fhould be augment- 
ed, and either make war upon him, when they thould hear 


4 The joining of the right hands was efteemed among the Perfians [and Parthi- 
ans] in particular, a moft inviolable obligation to fidelity, as Dt Hudion bere ob- 
ferves, and refers to the commentary on Jultin, B. XI. ch. xv. for its confirmatioa, 
We olten meet with the like ule of it in Josephus. 

t See the above note, 
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of that revolt, or, if they fhould be difappointed in that cafe, 
they would not fail of doing farther mifchiel to him, 
4. When the king had thefe intentions, he fent away Anil- 
eus, and Anileus prevailed on his brother [to come to the 
king ], when he had related to him the king’s good-will, and 
the oath that.he had taken. Accordingly they made hatte to 
go to Artabanus, who received them, when they were come 
with pleafure, and admired Afineus’s courage τῇ the a€tions he 
had done, and this hecaule he was a little man to fee to, and at 
firit fight appeared contemptible alfo, and {uch as one might 
deem‘a perfon of no value at all. He alfo faid to his friends, 
how, upon the comparifon. he fhewed his foul to be, in all 
re{pe&ts, fuperior to his body ; and when, as they were drink. 
ing together heonce fhewed Afineus to Abdagafes, one ‘of 
the generals of his army, and told him his name, and defcrib- 
ed the great courage he was of in war, and Abdagaffes, had 
defired leave to kill bim, and thereby to inflr& on him ἃ pun- 
ifhment for thofe injuries he had done to the Parthian govern- 
ment, the king replied, “1 will never give thee leave to kill 
a man who hath depended on my faith, efpecially not after I 
have fent him my right hand, and endeavoured to gain his be- 
lief by oaths made by the gods. But, if thou beeft a-truly . 
warlike man, thou ftandeft not πὶ need of my perjury. Go. 
thou then, and avenge the Parthian government; attack thig 
man, when he ts returned back, and conquer him by the for. 
ces that are under thy command, without my privity.” Here- 
upon the king called for Afineus, and faidtohim, “* It istime 
for thee, O thou young man, to return home, and not pro- 
voke the indignation οἵ my generals in this place any farther, 
beaft they attempt to murder thee, and that without my appro- 
bation. I committo thee the country of Babylonia in truft, 
that it may, by thy care be preferved free from robbers, and 
from other mifchiefs. 1 have kept my faith inviolable to thee, 
and that notin trifling affairs, but in thofe that concerned thy 
fafety, and do therefore-deferve thou fhouldft be kind to me.” 
When he had faid this, and given A fineus fome prelfents, he fent 
him away immediately ; who, when he was come home, built 
fortreffes,and became great in a little time, and managed things 
with fuch courage and fuccels, as no other perfon, that had 
no higher abeginning, ever did betore him. Thofe Parthian 
governors aHo, who were fent that way, paid him great re- 
ipeét ; andthe honour that was paid him by the Babylonians 
{eemed to them too {mall, and beneath his deferts, although be 
were in no fmall dignity and power there: Nay, indeed, all 
the affairs of Mefopotamia depended upon him, and he more 
and more flourifhed in this happy condition of his tor fifteen 
years. ° 
5. But as their affairs were in fo flourifhing a ftate, there 
sprang up a calamity among them on the following occafion. 
hen once they had deviated trom that courte of virtue 
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whereby they had gained fo great power,» they affronted arid 
tranfgrefled the laws of their forefathets, and fell under the 
dominion of their lufts and pledfures: A Certain Parthian, 
who came as general of ἀπ army into thofe parts; had a wite 
following him, who had ἃ vaft reputation for other accom- 
plifhments, and particularly was admired above all other wom 

en for her beauty ; Anileus, the brother of Afineus, either 
heard of that her beauty from others, or perhaps faw her him- 
felf alfo. and fo became at once her lover and her enemy ) 
partly becaufe he could not hope to enjoy this woman but by 
obtaining power over het as a captive, and partly becaufe he 
thought he could not conquer his inclinations for her ; as foon 
therefore as her hufband had been declared an enemy to them, 

and was fallen in the battle, the widow of the deceafed was 
married to this her lover. However, this woman did not 
come into their houfe without producing great misfortunes 

both to Anileus himfelf, and to Afineus alfo ; but brought 
Breat mifchiefs upon them on the occafion following. . Since 
fhe was led away captive, upon the death of her hufband, fhe 

concealed the images of thofe gods which were their country 

gods, common to her hufband and to herfelf : Now it is the 

cuftom * of that country for Δ] to have the idols they worthip 

in theirown houfes, and to carry them along with them when 

they go into a foreign land ; agreeably to which cuftom ot 

theirs fhe carried her idols with her. Now at firft fhe perform- 
ed her worfhip to them privately, but when fhe was become 
Anileus’s married wife, fhe worfhipped them in her accuf- 
,tomed manner, and with the fame appointed ceremonies which 
fhe ufed in her former hufband’s days ; upon which their 
mott efteemed friends blamed him at firft, that he did not a@ 
after the manner of the Hebrews, nor perform what was a- 
greeable to their laws, in marrying a foreign wife, and one 
that tranfgreffed the accurate’ appointments of their facrifices 
and religious ceremonies ; that.he ought to confider, left by 
allowing himfelf in many pleafures of the body, he might 
lofe his principality, on account ot the beauty of a wife, and 
that high authority which, by God’s bleffing, he had arrived 
at. But when they prevailed not at all upon him, he flew 
one of them for whom he had the greateft refpe&t, becaufe of 
the liberty he took with him ; who, when he was dying, out 
of regard to the laws, imprecated a punifhment upon his mur- 
derer Anileus, and upon Afineus alfo, and that all their com- 
panions might come to a like end from their enemies ; upon 
the two firft as the principal a@ors.ot this wickednefs, and 


* This cuftom of the Mefopotamizns to carry their houfehold gods slong with 
them whereves they travelled, is as old as the days of Jacob, when Rachel his 
wife did the fame, Gen. xxxi. 19, 380-535. nor is it to pals here unobierved, 
what great miferies came on thefe Jews, becaule they fuffered one of their leaders 
to marry an idolatrous wife, contrary to the law of Mufes. Of which matter fee 
he note on Β, A/X, ch. v. καὶ 4. Vol. II, 
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| ‘ | . 
upon the reft as thofe that would not affift him when he ful. 
Fered in the defence of their laws. Now thefe latter were {ore- 
ly grieved, yet did they tolerate thefe doings, becaufe-they. re- 
membered that they had arrived at their prefent happy ftate 
by no other means than their fortitude. But when they allo 
heard ot the worfhip ot thofé gods whom the Parthians adore, 
they thought the injury that Anileus offered to their laws was 
to be borne no longer ; and a greater number of thern came to 
Afineus, and loudly complained of Anileus, and told him, that 
** it had been well that he had of himfelf feen what was advan- 
tageous to them, but that however it was now high time to 
corre&t what had been done amifs, before the crime that had 
been committed proved the ruin of himfelf, and all the reft of 
them. ‘They added, that the marriage of this wornan was 
made Without their confent, and without a regard to their old 
Jaws; and that the worlhip which this woman paid [to her 
gods was a reproach to the God whom they worthipped.” 
Now Afineus was fenfible of his brother’s offence, that it had 
been already the caufe of great mifchiefs, and would be fo for 
the time to come; yet.did he tolerate the fame from the good 
will he had to fo near a relation, and torgiving it to him, on 
account that his brother was.quite oVer-borne by his wicked 
inclinations. But as more and more ftill came about him 
every day, and the clamours about it became greater, he at 
length fpake to Anileus about thefe clamours, reproving him 
tor his former aGtions, and de firing him for the future to leave 
them off, and fend the woman back toher relations. But no- 
thing was gained by thefe reproots ; for as the woman per- 
ceived what a tumult was made among the pcople on her ac- 
count, and was. afraid for Anileus, left he fhould come to any 
harm for his love to her, the imtufed poifon into Afineus’s 
food, and thereby took him off, and was now fecure of prevail- 
ing, when her lover was to be judge of what fhould be done 
about her. _ . 

6. So Anileus took the government upon himfelf alone, 
and led his army againft the villages of Mithridates, who was 
a man of principal authority in Parthia, and had married king 
Artabanus’s daughter ; he alfo plundered them, and among 
that prey was found much moncy, and many -flaves as alfo a 
great number of fheep, and many other things, which, when 
gained, make mens condition happy. Now when Mithridates, 
who was there at this time, heard that his villages were taken, 
he was very much difpleafed to find that Anileus had firft be- 
gun to injure him. and to affront him in his prefent dignity, 
when he had not offered any injury to him before-hand ; and 
he got together the greateft body ot horfemen he was able, 
and thofe out of that number which were of an age fit for war, 
and came to fight Anileus ; and when he was arrived at a cer- 
tain village of his own, he lay ftill there, as intending to fight 
hitn on the day following, becaufe it was the Sabbath, the day 
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on which the Jews τεῦ. And when Anileus was informed 
of this bya Syrian ftranger of another village, who not only 
gave hint an exaét account of other circumitances, but told 
him where Mithridates would have a feaft, he took’ hia fupper 
at a proper time, and marched by night, with an intent of fall- 
ing upon the Parthians while they were unapprifed what they 
fhould do ; fo he fell upon them about the fourth watch of the 
night, and fome οἱ them he flew while they were afleep, and 
others he put to flight, and took Mithridates alive, and fet ‘him 
naked upon‘an als*, which among the Parthians is efteemed 
the greateft reproach poflible. And when he had brought him 
into a wood with fuch a refolution, and his friends defired him 
to kill Mithridates, he foon told them his own mind to the 
contrary, and faid that “ 1ὲ was not right to kill a man who 
was one of the principal families among the Parthians, and 
reatly honoured with matching into the royal family ; that fo 
ar as they had hitherto gone was tolerable ; for although the 
had injured Mithridates, yet if they preferved his lite, this 
benefit would be remembered by him to the advantage of thofe 
that gave it him ; but that if he were once put to death, the 
king would not be at reft till he had made a great flaughter of 
the A ews that dwelt at Babylon; to whofe fatety we ought to 
have a regard. both on account of our relation to them, and 
becaufe. if any misfortune betal us, we have no other place to ° 
retire to, fince he hath gotten the flower of their youth under 
him.” By this thought, and this fpeech of his made in coun- 
cil, he perfuaded them to a€t accordingly ; fo Mithridates was 
let go. But when he was got away, his wife reproached him, 
that “ although he was fon-in-law to the king, he negle&ted to 
avenge himfelt on thofe that had injured him, while'he took 
no care about it, but was contented to have been made a cap- 
. tive by the Jews. and to have efcaped them; and fhe bid him 
cither to go back like a man of courage, or elfe fhe {ware by 
the gods ot their royal family, that fhe would certainly diffolve 
her marriage with him.” Upon which, partly becaufe he 
could not bear the daily trouble of her taunts, and partly be- 
caufe he was atraid of her infolence, left the fhould in earneft 
diffolve her marriage, he unwillingly, and againft his inclina- 
‘tions, got together again as large an army ashe could, and 
wnarched along with them, as himifelf thinking it athing not to 
be borne any longer, that he, a Parthian, fhould owe his pref- 
ervation to the Jews, when they had been too ‘hard tor him in 
the war. " ᾿ 
4. But as foon as Anileus underftood that “Mithridates was 


* This cuftom in Syria and Mefopotamia, of {fetting men upen an δίς, by way 
of difgrace, is {till kept up at Damafcus in Syria; where, in order to fhow their 
defpite againft the Chriftians, the Turks will not faffer them to hite horfes, but 
affes only, when they go abroad te fee the country, as Ms. Maundre]l affures ws, 
peg e128. , 
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marching with a great army againft him, he thought it tao ig 
nominious a thing to tarry. about the lakes, and not to take the 
firft opportunity of meeting his enemies and he hoped to have 
the fame fuccefs, and to beat their enemies as they did betore ; 
as alfo he ventured boldly upon the like attempts. Accord. 
ingly Ke led cut his armiy, and a‘great many more joined 
themfelves, to that army ,in orderto betake themfelves to plune 
der the ‘people, and in order to terrify the enemy again by 
their numbers. But when.they had marched ninety turlongs, 
while the road had been through dry [and fandy | places, .and 
about the midftof the day, they were become very thirfty ; 
and Mithridates appdared, and tell upon them, as they were 
in diftrefs for want of water, on which account, and on account 
of the time of day. they were not able to bear their weapons. 
So Anileus and his men were put to an ignominious rout, 
while men in defpair were to attack thofe that were frefh, aad 
in good plight ; ἰο a great flaughter was made, and many ten 
thoufand men fell. Now Anileus, and all that ftood firm a- 
bout him, ran away, as faft as they were able, into a wood, and 
afforded Mithridates the pleafure of having a great viftory o- 
verthem. But there now came in to Anileus a conflux of 
bad men, who regarded their own lives very little, ifthey might 
but gain fome prefent eafe, infomuch that they. by thus com- 
ing to him, compenfated the multitude of thofe that perifhed 
in the fight. Yet were not thefe men like to thofe that fell, 
becaufe they were rafh, and unexercifed in war; however, 
with thefe he came upon the villages of the Babylonians, and 
᾿ amighty devaftation of all things was made there by the inju- 
- ries that-Anileus did them. So the Babylonians, and thofe 
that had already been in the war, {ent to Neerda to the Jews 
there, and demanded Anileus, - But although they did not a- 
gree to their demands, (for if they had_been willing to deliver 
him up, it was not in their power fa to do ; yet did they defire 
to make peace with them. To which the other replied, that 
they alfo wanted to fettle conditions of peace with them, and 
fent men together with the Babylonians, who difcourfed with 
Anileus about them. But the Babylonians, upon taking a 
view of his fituation, and having learned where Anileus and | 
his men lay, fell fecretly upon them as they were drunk, and 
fallen aflee?, and flew all that they caught of them, without 
any fear, and killed Anileus himfelf alfo. 

. The Babylonians were now treed from Anileus’s. heavy 
incurfious, which had been a gteat reftraint to the effeéts of 
that hatred they bore to. the Jews s tor they were almoft al- 
ways at variance, by reafon of the contrariety of their laws ; 
and which party foever grew boldeft betore the other, they af. 
faulted the other: And at this‘time in particular it was, that 
upon the ruin of Anileus’s party, the Babylonians attacked 
the Jews, which made thole Jews {o vehemently to refent the 
injuries they received from the Babylonians, that being net. 
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ther able to fight them, nor bearing to live with them, they 
wentto Seleucia, the principal city of thofe parts, which was 
built by Seleucus Nicatar. It was inhabited by many of the 
Macedonians, but by more of the Grecians ; not a few of the 
Syrians allo dwelt there ; and thither did the Jews fly, and hiv- 
ed there five years without any misfortunes. But on the fixth 
year, a peftilence came upon thafe at Babylon, which occa- 
᾿ fioned new removals of mens habitations out of that city ; and 
becaufe they came to Seleucia, it happened thata ftull heavier 
calamity came upon them on that accaunt, which 1 am going 
_torelate immediately. . ΝΕ 
9. Now the way of living of the people of Seleucia, which 
were Greeks and Syrians, was commonly quarrelfome, and full 
of difcord, though the Greeks were too hard for the Syrians, 
When therefore the Jews were come thither, and dwelt among 
them, there arofe a fedition, and the Syrians were too hard tor 
the other, by the affiftance ot the Jews, who are men that def- 
pife dangers, and very ready to fight upon any occafion. Now 
when the Greeks had the worft in this feditton, and faw that 
they had but one way of recovering their former authority, 
and that was. if they could prevent the agreement between the 
Jews and the Syrians, they every one difcourfed with fuch of 
the Syrians as were formerly their acquaintance, and promil- 
ed they would be at peace and friendfhip with them. Accord- 
ingly they gladly agreed fotado; and when this was done by 
the principal men of both nations, they foon agreed to a recon- 
ciliation, and when they were fo agreed, they both knew that 
the great defign of fuch their union would be their common 
hatred to the Fews. Accordingly they fell upon them, and flew 
about fifty thoufand of them ; nay the Jews were all deftroyed, 
excepting afew who efcaped either by the compaffion which 
their friends or neighbours afforded them, in order to let them 
fly away. Thefe retired to Ctefiphon, a Grecian city, and fitu- 
ated near to Seleucia, where the king [of Parthia] lives in win- 
ter every year, and where the greateft part of his riches are re- 
ofited ; but the Jews had here no certain fettlement, thofe of Se- 
eucia having little concern for the king’s honour. Now the 
whole nation of the Jews were in fear both of the Babylonians, 
and of the Seleucians, becaufe all the Syrians that hve in thofe 
places agreed with the Seleucians in the war againft the Jews; 
fo the moft of them gathered themfelves together, and went te 
Neerda, and Nifibis, and obtained fecurity there by the ftrength 
of thofe cities ; befides which their inhabitants, who were a great 
many, wereall warlikemen. Andthis was the flate of the Jewa 
at this time in Babylonia, 
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BOOK XIX. 


Containing the interval of three years and an half, 


[From the departure of the Juws out of Babylon, to Fapus 
the Roman Procurator, | 


\ | CHAP. 1 | 
How Caius * was flain by Chereas. 


§ 1. OW this Caius ὁ did not demonftrate his madnefs 

in offering injuries only to the Jews at Jerufalem, 
er to thofe that dwelt in the neighbourhood, but fuffered it to 
extend itfelf through all the earth and fea, fo far as was in fub- 
jeétion to the Romans, and filled it with ten thoufand mif- 
chiets ; fo many indeed in number as no former hiftory relates, 
But Rome itfelt felt the moft difmal effe&ts of what he did, 
while he deemed that not to be any way more honourable than 


the reft of the cities but he pulled and hauled its other citizens, | 


but elpecially the fenate, and particularly the nobility, and {uch 
‘as had been dignified by illuftrious anceftors; he alfo had ten 
thoufand devices againft fuch of the equeftrian order, as it was 
fty led, who were efteemed by the citizens equal in dignity 
and wealth with the fenators, becaufe out of them the fenators 
were themfelves chofen ; thefe he treated atter an ignominious 
wiapner, and removed them out οἱ his way, while they were 
at once flain and their wealth plundered ; becaufe he flew men 
generally in order to feize on their riches. He alfo afferted 
his own divinity, and infifted on greater honours to be paid 
him by his fubjeéts, than are due to mankind. He alfo fre. 
quented that temple of Jupiter which they ftile the capitol, 
which is with them the moft holy of all their temples, and 
had boldnefs enough to call himfelf the brother of Jupiter. 
And other pranks he did like a madman ; as when he laid a 


* In this and the three vext chapters, we have, I think a larger and more diftin® 
account of the flaughter of Caius, and the juccession of Claudius, than we have of 
any ituch ancient fa&ts whatfoever elfewhere. Some of the occafions of which prob- 
ably were, Jofephus’s bitter hatred againit tyranny, and the pieafure he took ig 
eéiving the hiftory of the flaughter of {uch a barbarous tyrant as was this Caius Cali~ 
gula, as allo the deliverance bys own nation had by that flaughter, of which he 
ipeaks fect. 4. together with that great intimacy he had with Agrippa junior, 
whofe father was deeply concerned in the advancement of Claudius, upon the 
neath of Caius ; from which Agrippa junior, Jolephus might be fuliy informed of 
¢his hiftory. , 

t Cylled Coliguis by the Romans, 
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bridge from the city Dicerchia, which belongs to Campania, 
to Mifenum, another city upon the fea fide. from one pro- 
montory to another, of the length of thirty furlongs, as 
‘meafured over the fea. And this was done, becaufe he etteem- 


ed it to be amoft tedious thing to row over it in a {mall ihip, 


ard thought-withal, that it became him to make that bridge, 
fince he was lord of the fea, and might oblige it to give marks 
of obedience as well as the earth ; fo he enclofed the whole 


‘bay within his bridge and drove his chariot over. it, and thought 


that, as he was a god, it was fit for him to travel over fuch 
roads as this was. Nor did he abftain from the plunder of any 
of the Grecian temples, and gave order that all the engravings 
and {culptures, and the reft of the ornaments of the ftatues and 
donations therein dedicated, fhould be brought to him, faying, 
that ‘ the beft things ought to be fet no where but in the bef 
place, and that the city of Rome was that beft place.” He 
‘alfo adorned his own houfe and his gardens with the curioftties 
brought from thofe temples, together with the houfes he lay 
at when he travelled all over Italy ; whence he did not {cra- 
ple to give a command, that the ftatue of Jupiter Olympias. 
fo called, becaufe he was honoured at the Olympian games 
by the Greeks, which was the work of Phidias the Athenian, 
‘fhould be brought to Rome. Yet did not he compafs his end, 
‘becaufe the archite€is told Memmius Reglus, who was com- 
‘manded to remove that ftatue of Jupiter, that the workman- 
fhip was fuch as would be {poiled, and would not bear the re- 
‘moval. It wasalfo reported that Memmius, both on that ac- 
count, and on account of fome fuch mighty prodigies as are 
of an incredible nature, put off the taking it down, and wrote 
to Caius thofe accounts, as his apology. tor not having done 
‘what his epiftle required of him ; and that when he was thence 
in danger of perifhing, he was faved by Caius’s being dead 
himtelf, before he had put him to death. 

a. Nay, Caius’s madnefs came to this height, that when he 
‘had a daughter born he carried her into the Capitol, and put 
her upon the knees of the ftatue, and faid, that the child was 
common to him and to Jupiter, and determined that the had 
two fathers, but which of thefe fathers were the greateft, he 
left undetermined ; and yét mankind bore btm in Tuch his 
pranks. He alfo gave leave to flaves to accufe their matters 
of any crimes whatfoever they pleafed ; for all fuch accufa- 
tions were terrible, becaufe they were in great part made to 
pleafe him, and at his fuggeftion, infomuch that Pallux, 


- Claudius’s flave, had the boldnefs to lay an accufation 


againft Claudius himfelf, and Caius was not afhamed to 
be prefent at his trial of life and death, to bear that trial 
ot his own uncle, in hopes ot being able to take him off, al- 
though he did not fucceed to his mind. But when he ha 
filled the whole habitable world, which he governed, with 
falfe accufations and miferies, and bad occafioned the great- 
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eft infult οἱ Aaves againi their mafters, who indeed in-.great 
meafure ruled them, there were many fecret plots now laid a- 
gainit him ; fome in anger, and in. order for. men to revenge- 
themfelves, on account of the miferies they: had already un. 
dergone from him ; and others made ‘attempts upon him; in- 
order. to take him off betore..they fhould fall into fuch great 
miferies, while his death came very: fortunately . tor the. pref. 
__ ervation of the laws of all men, and had.a great influence upon 
the public welfare ; and this happened moft happily tor our 
nation in particular, which. had almoft utterly perifhed it 
he had not been fuddenly flain. And I confefs I have a mind 
to give a fullaccount of. this matter, particularly - becaule ic 
will afford great afflurance of the power of God, and great 
comfort to thofe that are under affli€tions, and. wife caution to 
thofe who think their happinefs will never end, nor bring - 
them at,length to the moft lafting miferies, af they do not con- 
dué their lives. by the principles of virtue. 

2..Now there were three fevera! confpiracies made in order to 
take off Caius, and each of thefe three were condufted by ex- 
cellent perfons. Emilius Regulus, born at Corduba in Spain,: 
got fome’men together, and. was defirous to take Caius off, ei- 
ther by them, .or.by himfelf. Another confpiracy there was 
laid by them, under theconduét of Cherea Cafhius, the tribune-- 
[of the Pretorian band |; Minucianus Annius was alfo one of - 
great confequence among thole that were prepared tooppofe his 
tyranny.. Now.the feveral occafions of thele mens feveral ha- | 
tred and confpiracy againft Caius were thefe: Regulus had 
indignation and hatred againft all injuftice, for he had a mind 
naturally angry, and bold, and free, which made him not 
conceal his counfels ; fohe communicated them to many of 
his friends, and to others, who feemed to him perfons of ac- 
tivity and vigour: Minucfanus entered into this confpiracy, 
becaufe of the injuftice done to Lepidus his particular friend, ° 
and one of the heft chara€ter of all the citizens, whom Caius 
had flain, as alfo becaufe he was atraid of himfelf, fince Cai- 
us’s wrath tended to the flaughter of all alike: And for Che- 
rea, he came.in, becaufe he thought it a deed worthy of a free 
ingenuous man to kil} Caius, and was afhamed of the reproach- 
es he lay under from Cait.., as though he were a coward; as 
alfo becaufe he was himfelf in danger every day trom _ his 
triendthip with him, and the obfervancce he paid bim. Thefe 
men propofed this attempt to allthe reft that were concerned, 
who faw. the injuries that were offered them, and were ¢defir- 
ous that Caius’s flaughter might fucceed by their mutual aflif- 
tance of one another, and they might themfelves elcape being 
killed by the taking off Caius ; that perhaps they fhould gain 
their point, and that it would be an happy thing if they fhould 
Zain it, to approve themlelves to fo many excellent perfons as 
earneftly wifhed to be partakers with them in their defign, for 
the delivery of the city and of the government, even at the 
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hazard of their own lives. But ftill Cherea was the moft 
zealous of them all, both out of a defire of getting himfelf the 
greateft name, and alfoby reafon of his accefs to Catus’s pref- 
ence, with lefs danger. becaufe he was tribune, and could 
therefore the more eafily kill him.. ΝΕ 

4. Now at this time came on the horfe races [ Cireenfian 
games|; the view οἵ which games was eagerly defired by the 
people of Rome ; for they came with great alacrity into the 
hippodrome [circus] at {uch times, and petition their empe- 
rors, in great multitudes, for what they ftand in need of ; 
who ufually did not think fit to deny them their requefts, but 
readily and greattully grantedthem. Accordingly they mof 
importunately defired, that Caius would now eafe them in 
their tributes, and abate fomewhat of the rigour of the taxes 
' ampoled upon them ; but he would not hear their petition ; 
and, when their clamours increafed, he fent foldiers, fome 
ene way, and fome another, and gave order, that they thould 
lay hold on thofe that made the clamours. and without any 
moye ado, bring them out, and put them to death. Thete 
were Caius’s commands, and thofe who were commanded ex- 
ecuted the fame; and the number of thofe who were flain on 
this occafion was very great. Now the people faw this and 
bore it fo far, that they left off clamouring, becaufe they faw 
with their own eyes, that this petition to be relieved, as to the 
payment of their money . brought immediate death upon them. 

hefe things made Cherea more refolute to go on with his 
plot, in order to put an end to this barbarity ot Catus againft 
men. He thenat feveral times, thought to fall upon Cause- 
ven as he was feafting ; yet did he reftrain himfelf by fome 
confiderations; not that he had any doubt on him about kill- 
ing him, but as watching for aproper feafon, that the attempt 
might not be fruftrated, but that he might give the blow fo as 
might certainly gain his purpofe. “οι 

5. Cherea had been in the army a long time, yet was he not 
pleafed with converfing fo much with Caius. ° But Catus had 
fet him to require the tributes, and other dues, which, when not 
paid in due time, were forfeited to Czfar’s treafury ; and he 
had made fome delays in requiring them, becaufe thofe burdens 
had been doubled,and had rather indulged his own mild difpofi- 
tion, than performed Caius’s command; nay,indeed,he provok- 
ed Caius to anger by his {paring men, and pity ing the hard fort- 
unes,of thofe trom whom he demanded the taxes, and Caius up- 
braided him with his flothand effeminacy in being fo long about 
colleéting the taxes. And indeed he did not only affront him in 
other refpeéts, but when he gave him the watch word of the 
day, to whom it was to be given by his place, he gave him 
feminine words, and thofe οἱ a nature very reproachful ; and 
thefe watch. words he gave out, as having been initiated in the 
fecrets of certain myftcries, which he had been himielt the 
author of. Now, although he had fometimes put on womens 
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clothes, and had been wrapt in fome embroidered garments 
to thein belonging, and ‘done a great many other things, in 
order to make the company miftake him for a woman; yet 
did he, by way of reproach, obye& the like womanith behav- 
jour to Cherea. But when Cherea received the watch word 
trom him, he had indignation at it, but had greater indigna- 
tion at the delivery of it to others, as being laughed at by thofe 
that received it ; infomuch that his fellow-tribunes made him 
the fubjc@ of their drollery ; tor they would foretel that he 
would bring them fome of his ufual watch-words, when he 
was about to take the watch-word from Cefar, and would 
thereby make him ridiculous ; on which accounts he took the 
courage of affuming certain partners to bim, as having juft 
reafons tor his indignation againft Caius. _ Now there was one 
Pompediusa fenator, and one who had gone through almoit 
all pofts in the government, but otherwile an Epicurean, and 
for that reafon Joved to lead an unaétive life. Now Timmhus, 
an enemy of his had informed Caius, that he had ufed inde- 
cent reproaches againft him, and he made ufe of Quintilia for 
a witnefs to them ; a woman fhe was much beloved by many 
that frequented the theatre, and particularly by Pompedius, 
on account of her great beauty. Now this woman thought it 
an horrible thing to atteft toan accufatton that touched the 
life of her lover, which was alfoa lie. Timidius, however, 
wanted to have her brought to the torture. Carus was irritat- 
ed at this reproach upon him, and commanded Cherea, with- 
out any delay. to torture Quintilia, as he ufed toemploy Che- 
rea in fuch bloody matters, and thofe that required the torture, 
becaule he thought he would do if the more barbaroufly, in 
order to avoid that imputation of effeminacy which he had 
laid upon him. Bnt Quintilia, when fhe was brought to the 
rack, trod upon the toot of one οἱ her affociates, and let him 
know, that he might be of good courage, and not be afraid of 
the confequences of her tortures ; for that fhe would bear them 
with magnanimity. Cherea tortured thts woman after a cru- 
el manner ; unwillingly indeed, but becaufe he could not help 
it. He then brought her, without being in the leaft moved at 
what fhe had fuffered, into the prefence of Caius, and that in 
fuch a ftate as was fad to behold ; and Caius, berng fomewhat 
affefied with the fight of Quintilia, who had her body mifera- 
bly difordered by the pains {he had undergone, treed both her 
and Pompedius of the crime laid to their charge. He alfo gave 
her money to make her an honourable amends, and comfort 
her for that maiming ot her body which the had fuffered, and 
for her glorious patience under fuch unfufferable torments. 

6. This matter forety grieved Chetea, as having been the 
caufe as far as he could, or the inftrument of thole miferies 
tomen, which feemed worthy of confolation to Caius himfelt ; 
on which account he faid to Clement and to Papinis (of 
whom Clement was general of the army, and Papinius was ἃ 
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tribune). “ To be fure, Clement. we have no way failed ir 
our guarding the emperor ; tor as to thofe that have made con 

{piracies againft his government, fome have been flain by our 
care and pains, and {ome have been by us tortured, and this 
to fuch a degree. that he hath himfelf pitied them. How great 
then is our virtue in fubmitting to conduét his armics ν᾿ Cle- 
ment held his peace, but fhewed the fhame he was under in 
obeying Caius’s arders, both by his eyes and his blufhing coun- 
_ tenance, while he thought it by no means right to accufe the 

empcror in exprefs words, left their own fafety fhould be en- 
dangered thereby. Upon which Chereatook courage, and 
fpake to him without fear of the dangers that were before him, 
and dilcourfed largely of the fore calamities under which the 
city and the government then laboured, and faid, “ We may 
indeed pretend in words, that Caius 1s the perfon unto whom 
the caufe of fuch miferies ought to be imputed ; but, in the 
opinion of fuch as are able to judge uprightly, it is I, O Cle- 
ment, and this Papinius, and betore us thou thy felf who bring 
thefe tortures upon the Romans, and upon all mankind. It 
is not done by our being fubfervient to the commands of Cai- 
us, but it is done by our own confent ; for whereas it is 
in our power to put an end to the life of this man, who hath 
foternibly injured the citizens and his fubjefts; we are his 
guard in mifchief and his executioners, inflead of his foldiers, 
and are the inftruments of his cruelty. We bear thefe weap- 
ons, not for our liberty, not for the Roman government, but 
only for his prefervation, who hath enilaved both thetr bodies 
and their minds; and we are every day polluted with the blood 
that we fhed, and the torments we infliét upon others ; and this 
we do,- till fomebody becomes Caius’s initrument in bringing 
the hke miferies upon‘ourfelves. Nor does he thus employ 
us, becaule he hath a kindnefs for us; but: rather becaule he 
hath a fufpicion of us; as alfo becaufe when abundance more 
have been killed (for Caius will fet no bounds to his wrath, 
fince he aims to do all, not out of regard to juftice, but to his 
own pleafure), we fhall alfo ourfelves be expofed to his cruel- 
ty ; whcreas we ought to be the means of confirming the fe- 
curity and liberty of all, and at the fame time torefolve to 
free ourfelves:'from dangers.’ 

_7. Hereupon Clement-openly commended Cherea’s inten- 
tions ; but bid him ‘*hold his tongue; for that in cafe his 
words fhould get out among many, and fuch things fhould be 
{pread abroad as were fit to be concealed, the plot would come 
10 be difcovered before it was executed, and they fhould be 
brought to punifhment ; but that they: fhould leave all to fu- 
turity, and the hope which thence arofe, that fome fortunate 
event would come to their affiftance : That, as for himfelf, his 
age would not permit him to make any attempt in that cafe. 

owever, although perhaps I could fuggeft what may be 
fater than what thou, Cherea, haft contrived, and faid, yet 
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how is it pofhible for any one to fuggeft what is mote for thy 
reputation ?” So Clement went his way home, with deep re- 
flections on what he had heard, and what he had himfelf faid. 
Cherea alfo was under a concern, and went quickly to Cor- 
nelius Sabinus, who was himfelf one of the ttibunes, and 
whom he otherwife knew to be a worthy man, and a lover of 
libetty, and on that account very uneafy at the prefent mait- 
agement of public affairs, he being defirous to come itime- 
diately tothe execution of what had been detetthined, and 
thinking it right tor him to propofe it to the other, and afraid 
left Clement thould dilcover them, and befides looking upon 
delays and puttings off to be the next to defifting from the én- 
terprife. 

8. But as all was agreeable to Sabinus, who had himfelf, 
equally with Cherea, the fame defign, but had been filent for 
want of a perfon to whom he could fafely communicate that 
defign, fo having now tmet with one, who not only promifed 
to conceal what he heard, but who had already opened his 
mind to him. he was much more encouraged, and defired of 
Cherea, that no delay might be made therein, Accordingly 
they went to Minucianus, who was as virtuous a man and as 
zealous to do glorious aflions as themfelves, and fufpefed by 
Caius on occalion of the flaughter of Lepidus ; for Minucia- 
nus and Lepiaus were intimate friends, and both in fear of 
the dangers that they were under ; for Caigs was terrible to 
all the great men, as appearing ready to aft ἃ mad part to- 
wards each of them in particular, and tovards all of them in 
general ; and thefe men were afraid of one another, while 
they were yet uneafy at the pollure of affairs, but avoided to 
declare their mind and their hatred againft Catus to one anoth- 
er, outot tear of the dangers they might be in thereby, al- 
though they perceived by other means their mutual hatred a- 
gainit Caius, and on that account wefe not ayerfe toa mutu- 
al kindnefs one towards another, 

. When Minucianys. and Cherea had met together, and 
faluted one another (as they had been ufed in former conver. 
{ations to give the upper hand to Minucianus both on account 
of his eminent dignity for he was the nobleft of all the citi- 
zens, and highly commended by all men. efpecially when he 
made {peeches to them), Minucianus began frit, arid afked 
Cherea, What was the watch-word he had received that day 
from Caius ? for the affront, which was offered Cherea in 
giving the watch-words, was famous over the city. But Che- 
rea made no delay, fo Jong asto reply to that queftion, out of 
the joy he had that Minucianus would haye fuch confidence 
in him as to difcourfe with him. ‘ But do thou,” faid he, 
‘*- give me the watch-word of liberty. And I return thee my 
thanks, that thou haft fo greatly encouraged me to exert my- 
felf after an extraordinary manner ; nor do | ftand in reed of 
many words to encourage me, fince both thou and I are of the 
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fame mind, and partakers of the fame refolutions, and this be- 
fore we have conferred together. I have indeed but one {word 
girt on, but this, one will ferve ys both. Come on, therefore, 
et us fet about the work. Do thou go firft, it thou haft a 
mind, and bid me follow thee. or elfe 1 will go fizit, and thou 
fhalt affift me, and we will afift qne another, and truft one 
another. Nar isthere a neceffity for even one {word to fuch 
as have a mind difpofed to fuch works, by which mind the 
{word ules to be fuccefsful. 1 am zealous about this a&tion, 
nor am I folicttous what 1 may myfelt undergo ; for I am not 
at leifure to confider the dangers that may come upen my [εἰ ἔ, 
{fo deeply am J troubled at the flavery our once tree country is 
now uhder, and at the contempt cat upon our excellent laws, 
and at the deftru‘tion which hangs over all men by the means 
ot Caius. J with that 1 may be judged by thee, and that thou 
may ft efteem me worthy of credit in thefe matters, feeing we 
are both of the fame opinion, and there ig herein no difference 
between us.” | 
1ο. When Minucianus faw the vehemency with which Che- 
yea delivered himfelf, he gladly embraced him, and encour- 
aged him in his bold attempt, commending him. and embrac- 
ing him ; fo he let him go with his good wifhes ; and fome 
rm, that he thereby confirmed Mimnucianug in the profe- 
¢ution of what had been agreed among them ; for, as Cherea 
entered into the court, the report runs, that a voice came 
from among the multitude to encourage him, which bid him 
finifh what he was about, and take the opportunity that prov- 
idence afforded ; and that Cherea at firft fulpe&ed that fome 
one of the confpirators had betrayed him, aud he was caught, 
but at length perceived that it was by way of exhortation. 
Whether fomebody *, that was confcious of what he was a- 
bout, gave a fignal for his encouragement, or whether it were 
God himfelf, who looks upon the a@ions of men, that en- 
couraged him to go on boldly in hig defign, is uncertain. The 
plot was now communicated toa great many, and they were 
allin their armour ; fome of the ¢onfpirators being fenators, 
and fome ot the equeftrian order, and as many of the foldiery 
as were made acquainted with it; tor there was not one of 
them who would not reckon it a part of his happinefs to kill 
Caius, and on that‘account they were all very zealous in the 
affair, by what means foever any one could come at it, that 
he might nat be behind-hand in thefe virtuous defigns, but 
might be ready with all his alacrity or power, beth by words 
and actions, to complete this laughter of atyrant. And be- 
fides thefe Calliftus alfo, who was a freed-man of Caius, and 
* jutt fuch a voice as this is related to be, came, and that from an unknawn 
original alfo, to the famous Polycarp, as he was going to martyrdom, biddin: 


him * play the man ;” as the church of Smyrna affurcs os in their account of tha: 
his martyrdom, feét. 9. | 
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was the only man (δαὶ had arrived δὲ the greateft degree of 
power under him; fuch a power, indeed, as was in ἃ man- 
ner equal tothe power of the tyrant himfelf, by the dread 
that all men had of him, and by the great riches he had ac- 
quired ; for he tagk bribes moft plenteoufly, and committed 
injuries without bounds, and was moreextravagant in the ufeof 
his power in unjuft proceedingsthan any other. He alfo 
knew the difpofition of Caius to be implacable, and never to 
be turned from what he had refolved on, He had withal ma- 
ny other reafons why he thought himfelf in danger, and the 
vaitnefs of his wealth was not one of the feaft of them: On 
which account he privately ingratiated himfelf with Claudius, 
and transferred his courcfhip to him, out of this hope, thatin 
cafe upon the removal of Caius, the government fhould come 
to him. his intereft in fuch changes fhould lay ἃ foundation ἡ 
for his preferving his dignity under him, fince he laid in be- 
fore-hand a ftock of merit, and did Claudius goad offices in 
his promotion. He had alfo the boldnefs to pretend, that he 
had been perfuaded ta make away Claudius, by poifoning 
him, but had {till invented ten thoufand excufes for delaying 
todoit. Butit feems probable to me, that Calliftus only 
counterfeited this, in order to ingratiate himfelt with Clau- 
dius ; for, if Caius had been in earneft refolved to take off 
Claudius, he would not have admitted of Calliftus’s excufes, 
nor would Calliftus, if he had been enjoined to do fuch an 
a@t as was defired by Caius have putit off, nor if he had 
difobeyed thofe injunétions οἱ his mafter, had he efcaped im- 
mediate punifhment ; while Claudius was preferved trom the 
madnels of Caius by a certain divine providence, and Callif- 
tus pretended to fuch a piece of merit as he no way deferved. 
11. However, the execution of Cherea’s defigns was put 
off from day to day by the floth of many therein concerned ; 
for as to Cherea himigit, he would not willingly make any 
delay in that execution, thinking every time a fit time tor it ; 
for trequent opportunities offered themfelves ; as when Caius 
went up to the Capitol to facrifice for his daughter, or when 
he ftood upan his royal palace, and threw gold and filver 
leces of money among the people, he might be pufhed down 
eadlong, becaufe the top of the palace, that looks toward 
the market-place was very high ; and alfo when he celebrat- 
ed the my fteries, which he had appointed at that time ; for he 
was then no way fecluded from the people, but folicitous to 
do every thing caretully and decently, and was free from all 
fufpicion, that he fhould be then affaulted by any body ; and 
although the gods fhould afford him no divine afliftance to 
enable him to take away his life, yet had he flrength himlelf 
fufficient to difpatch Caius, even without afword. Thus 
was Cherea angry at his fellow-confpirators, for fear they 
fhould fuffer a proper opportunity to pafs by ; and they were 
themfelves fenfible that he had juft caufe to be angry at them, 


390 ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS. [Book XIX, 


and that his eagerne{s was for htis advantage ; yet did they de- 
fire he would have alittle longer patience, left, upon any 
difappointment they might meet with, they fhould put the 
city into diforder, and an inquifition fhould be made after 
the con!piracy and fhould render the courage of thofe that 
were to attack. Caius without fuccefs, while he would then 
fecure himfelt more caretully than ever againft them ; that it 
would therefore be the beft to fet about the work when the 
fhews were exhibited in the palace. Thefe thews were a@ed 
in honour ot that Czfas, * who firft of all changed the popu- 
lar government, and transferred it ta himfelf ; galleries being 
fixed before the palace, where the Romans that were Patri- 
cians became fpe€tators, together with their children and their 
wives, and Czfar himfelf was to be alfo a {peftator ; and they 
reckoned among thofe many ter thoufands, who would there 
be crowded intoa narrow compafs, they fhould have a tavour- 
able opportunity to make their attempt upon him as he came 
in; becaufe his guards that fhould protett him, if any of 
them fhould have a mind to do it, would not here be able ty 
‘ give him any affiftance. 

12. Cherea confented to this delay, and when the thews 
were exhibited, it was refolyed to do the work the firft day. 
But fortune, which allowed a farther delay ta his flaughter, 
was too hard for their foregoing refolution ; and, as three days 
of the regular time for thele {hews were now over, they had 
much ado to getthe bufinefs done on the laft day. Then 
Cherea called the confpirators together, and fpake thus to 
them: ‘So muchtime pafled away without etfe@ 1s a re- 
proach to us, as delaying to go through fuch a virtuous de- 
lign as we are engaged in, but more fatal will chis delay 
prove, it we be dilcovered, and the defign be fruftrated ; 
jor Caius will then become more cruel in his unjuft proceed- 
ings. Do not we fee how long we depgve all our friends of 
their liberty, and give Caius leave flillio tyrannize over them? 
While we ought to have procured them fecurity for the tu- 
ture, and, by laying a foundativa fo: the happinels of others, 
gain to curlelves great admiration and honour for all time to 
come.” Now, while the confpirators had nothing tolerable 
to fay by way of contradi@ion, and yec did not quite relith 
what they were doing, but floagd {lent and aftonifhed, he 
{aid farther, °° O, my brave comrades, why do we make 
{uch delays? Do not you fee that this is the laft day of 
thefe thews, and that Caius is about to goto fea? For he is 
preparing to failto Alexandria, in order to fee Egypt. 1s 
1 therefore for your honour to let a man go out of your hands 
who 15 ἃ reproach to mankind, and to permit him to go alter 


* Here Jufephus fuppofes that it was Aucoftus, and not Julius Cefar, who frf 
changed the Roman commun wealth into a monarchy ; for thefe fhows were τὸ 
boasvur of Auguétus, as we i.ail leara in the next ἰδίου bat our. 
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4 pompous manner, triumphing both at land and fea? Shalf 
not we be juftly afhamed of ourfelves, if we give leave to 
fome Egyptian or other, who fball think his injuries iufuffer- 
able to free men, to kill him? As for myfelf, 1 will no longer 
bear your flow procéedings, but will expofe my felt to the dan- 
gers of the enterprifé this very day, and bear cheerfully what- 
foever fhall be the confequence of the attempt ; nor, let them 
be ever fo great, will L put them off any longer; for to a wife 
and courageous man: what can be more milerable ‘than that, 
while I am alive; any one elfe fhould kill Cais, and deprive 
me of the honour of fo virtuous an aélion.”’ 

13. When Cherea had {poken thus, he zeaJoufly fet about 
the work, and ijnfpired courage into the reft to go on with it, 
and they were all eager to tall to it without fartherdefay. So 
he was at the palace τη the morning, with his equeftrian fword 
yirt on him; tor it was the cuftom thatthe tribunes fhould afk 

or the watch-word with their {words on, and this was the day 
on which Gherea was by cuftom, to receive the watch-word ;. 
dnd the®mulitude were already come to the palace, to be foon 
enough for feeing the fhews, and that in great crowds, and 
one tumultyoully crufhing another, while Cajus was delight- 
ed with this eagernefs- of the multitude ; for which reafon 
there was no order obferved in the feating men, nor was any 
peculiar place appointed for the fenators, or for the equeftrian 
order ; but they fat at random, men and women together, and 
free men were mixed with the flaves. So Caius came out in 
a folemn manner, and. offered facrifice to Auguftus (πίω, in 
whofe honour indeed thefe thews were celebrated. Now it 
happened, upon the fall of a certain prieft, shat the garment 
of A {prenas, a ἰεπαίοσ, ‘was filled with blood, which made 
Caius laugh, although this was an evident omen to Afprenas, 
for he was flain at the fame time with Caius. It is allo related, 
that Caius was that day, contrary to his ufual.cuftom, fo very 
affable and good-natured in. his converfation, that every one 
of thofe that were prefent were aftontfhed at it. Atter the 
facrifice was over, Caius betook himfelf to {eg the thews, and 
fat down for that purpofe, as did alfothe principal οἵ his friends. 
fit nearhim. Now the parts of the theatre we fo faftened to- 

ether, as # uled to be every year, in the manner following : 

t had two doors, the one door led to the open air, the other 
was for going into, or going out of the cloiilers, that thofe- 
within the theatre might not be thereby difturbed ; but out of 
one gallery there went att inward paflage, partly into partitions 
alfo, which led into another gallery, to give room to the com- 
batants, and to the muficians to go out as occafion ferved. 
When the multitude were fet down, and Cherea, with the 
ather tribunes alfo, were fet down alfo, and tbe right corner 
of the theatre was allotted to (κίας, one Vatinius, a fenator, 
commander of the pretorian band, afked of Cluvius, one that 
fa by bim, and was of confular dignity alfo, ““ Whether he 
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had heard any thing of news ὁγ not ?” But took care that no 
body fhould hear what ke faid ; and when Cluvius replied, 
That “ he had heard no news.” ‘* Know then,” faid Vatini- 
us, ‘‘ That the game of the {laughter of tyrants is to be play- 
ed this day.” But Cluvius replied, O brave comrade hold 
thy peace, left fome other of the Achaians hear thy tale."’ 
And as there was abundance of autumnal fruit thrown among 
the {pettators, and a great number of birds, that were of 
great Value tofuch as poileffed them, on account of their rare- 
neis, Caius was pleafed with the birds fighting for the fruits, 
and with the violence wherewith the {pe@ators feized upon 
them; and here he perceived two prodigies that happ:ned 
there ; foran aétor was introduced, by whoma leader of rob- 
bers was crucified, and the pantomime brought ina play called 
Cinyras, wherein he himfelt was to be flatn, as well as Ins 
daughter Myrrah, and wherein agreat deal of fi@itious blood 
was fhed, both about him that was crucified, and alfo about 
Cinyras. Itisalfo confefled, that this was the fame day,where- 
in Paufanias, afriend of Philip, the fon of Amyntas who was 
king of Macedonia, flew him. as he wasentering intothe theatre. 
And now Caius was in a doubt whether he fhould tarry 
to the end of the fhews, becaufe it was the laft day or whether 
he fhould not go firft to the bath, andto dinner, and then re- 
turn and fit down as belore. Hereupon Minucianus, who 
fat over Caius, and was atraid that the opportunity fhould 
fail them, got up, becaufe he faw Cherea was alread gone 
out, and made hafte out. to confirm him in his refolution - 
but Caiustook hold of his garment, in an obliging way, and 
faid to him, ** O brave man whether art thou going 2?” Where- 
upon, out of reverence to Czfar, as it feemed, he fat down 
again ; but his fear prevailed over him, and in a little time he 
got up again, andthen Caius did no way oppofe his going 
out, as thinking that he went out to perform fome neceflities 
of nature. And Afprenas, who was one of the confederates, 
perfuaded Caius to go out to the bath, and to dinner, and then 
to come in again, as defirous that what had been refolved on 
might be brought to a conclufion immediately. 

14. So Cherea’s affociates placed themfelves in order, 3s the 
time would permit them, and they were obliged to labour hard, 
that the place which was appointed them fhould not be left by 
them ; but they had an indignation at the tedtoulnefs of the de- 
lays, and that what they were about lhould be put offany long- 
er, forit was already about the ninth * hour of the day; and 
Cherea, upon Caius’s tarrying {o long, had a great mind to gu 
in and fall upon him in his feat, although he forefaw that this 
could not be done without much bloodthed, buth of the fena- 
tors, and οἱ thofe of the equeltrian order that were prefent; 


* Suetonius fays Caius was flain about the feventh hour of the day, Jo&phus 
sbout the ninth, The feries of the naseation favours Jofephus, 
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and although he knew this muft happen, yet had he a great 
miud to do fo, as thinking it a right thing to procure fecurity 
and freedom to all, at the expence of fuch as might perith δέ 
the fame time. And aa they were juft going back into the 
entrance to the theatre, word was brought them that Caiug 
waa arifen, whereby a tumult was made ; hereupon the. con- 
fpirators thurft away the crowd, under pretence as if Caius 
was angry at them, but in reality as defirous to have a quiet 
place, that fhould have none in it to defend him. while they 
fet ahout Caiua’s flayghter. Now Claudias his uncle, was 
gone out before, and Marcus Vinitius, his fifter’s hufband, as 
alfo Valerius of Afia; whom tho’ they had had {uch a mind 
to put out of their places, the reverence to their dignity hin- 
dered them fo to do; then followed Caius, with Paulus Ar- 
suntius: And becaufe Caius was now gotten within the pal-. 
ace, he left the dire&t road, along which thofe his fervanis 
fieod that were in waiting, and by which road Claudius hag 
one out before, Caius turned afide into a private narrow-pal- 
δι in order to go to the place for bathing as alfoin order to 
take a view of the boys that came out of Afia, who were fent 
thence, partly to fing hymns in thefe myfteries which were, 
now celebrated, and partly to dance in the pyrric way of danc- 
ing upon the theatres. So Cherea met him, and afked him 
for the watch-word ; upon Caius’s giving bim one of his ri- 
diculous words, be immediately reproached him, and drew 
his fword, and gave him a terrible ftroke with it, yet was not 
this firoke mortal. And although there be thofe that fay, it 
was fo contrived on purpofe by Cherea, that Caius thould not 
be killed at one blow, but fhould be punifhed more feverely 
by a multitude of wounds, yet does this ftory appear to me 
incredible ; becaufe the fear men are under in fach a&tions 
does not allow them to ufe their reafon. And if Cherea was 
of that mind, I efteem him the greateft of all foots, im pleaf- 
mg himfelt in his fpite againft Caius, rather than immediately 
procuring fafety to himfelf and to his contederates from the 
dangers they were in ; becaufe there might many things fill 
happen for helping Caius’s elcape. it he had not already giv- 
en up the gholt ; for certainly Cherea wouldig@e regard, not 
fo muchtothe punifhment of Caius, as to the affliction himfeif, 
and his friends were in, while it was in his power, after fuch 
fuccefs, to keep filent, and to efeape the wrath of Caius’s de- 
fenders, and not leave it to uneertainty whether he fhould 
_ gain the end he aimed at or not, and after an unreafonable 
manner to a& as if he had a mind to ruin himfelf, and Jofe the 
opportunity that lay betore him ; but every body may guefs 
as Pe pleafes about this matter. However, Caius was itagger- 
ed with the pain that blow gave him; for the flroke of the 
fword falling in the middle between the fhoulder and the neck, 
was hindered by the firft bone of the breaft from proceeding 
any farther. Nor did he either cry out, in fuch aftonithment 
Vo. II. B 3 
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was he nor did he eall out for any of his friends ; whether it 
were that he had no confideace in them, or that his mind was 
‘ otherwife difordered, but he groaned under the pain he endur- 
ed, and prefently went forward and fled ; when Cornelius Sa- 
binus, who was already prepared in mind fo to do, thruft him 
down upon his knee, where many of them ftood round about 
him, and ftruck him with their {words, and they cried out, 
and encouraged one another δ at once to &rike him agamn ; 
but all agree that Aquila gave him the finifhing ftroke, which 
dire&ly killed him. But one may juftly: afcribe this a& to 
Cherea ; for although many concurred in the aét itfelf, yet 
was he the firft contriver of it, and began long before all the 
reft to prepare for it, and was the firft man that boldly ἔραζε 
-of it to the reft ; and upon their admiffion of what he {aid a 
bout it, he got the difperfed confpirators together ; he prepar- 
ed every thing after a prudent manner, and by fuggefting good 
advice, fhewed himfelf tar fuperior to the reft, and made o- 
bliging {peeches to them, infomuch that he even compelled 
them all to go on, who otherwife had not courage enough for 
that purpofe ; and when opportunity ferved to ufe his fword 
in hand, he appeared firft of all ready fo to do, and gave the 
firft blow im this virtuous flaughter ; -he alfo brought Caius 
eafily into the power of the reft, and almoft killed him him- 
felf, infomuch that it is but suft to afcribe all that the reft did 
to the advice, and bravery, and labours of the hands of Che- 


rea. 

15. Thus did Caius come to his end, and Jay dead, )y the 
many wounds which had been given him. Now Cherea and 
his affociates, upon Caius’s flaughter, faw that it was-impofh- 
ble for them to fave themfelves, if they fhould all go the fame 
way, partly on account of the aftonifhment they were under; 
tor it was no {mall danger they had incurred by killisg an em- 
peror, who was honoured and loved by the madne{s of the 
people, elpecially when the foldiers were likely to make a 
bloody inquiry after his murderers. The paflages alfo were 
narrow wherein the work was done, which were alfo crowded 
with a great multitude of Caws’s attendants, and ot fuch of 
the foldiers as were of the emperor’s guard that day ; whence 
it was that they went by other ways, and came to the houfe of 
Germanicus, the father of Caius, whom they had now killed, 
(which houle adjoined to the palace ; for while the edifice was 
one, it was built in its feveral parts by thofe particular per- 
dons who had been emperors, and thofe parts bare the names 
of thofe that built them, or the name οἱ him who had begun 
to build any of its parts.) So they got away from the infults 
of the multitude, and then were for the prefent out of danger, 
that is fo long as the misfortune which had overtaken the em- 
peror was not known. The Germans were the firft that per- 
ceived that Caius was flain. Thefe Germans were Caius’s 
guard, and carried the name of the country whence they were 


ε- 
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chofen, and compofed the Celtic legion. The men of that 
country are naturally paflionate, which is commonly the tem- 
per of fome other of the barbarous nations alfo, as being not 
ufed to confider much about what they do; they are of robuft 
bodies and fall upon their enemies as foon as ever they are at- 
tacked by them, and which way foever they go, they perform 
great exploits, When, therefore, thefe German guards une . 
derftood that Caius was flain, they were very forry for it, be~ 
caufe they did not ufe their reafon in judging about public 
affairs, but meafured all by the advantages themfelves receiv. . 
ed, Caius being beloved by them, becaufe of the money he . 
ave them, by which he had purchafed their kindnefsto him: . 
o they drew their {words, and Sabiaus led them on. He was 
one of the tribunes, not by the means of the virtuous a€tions 
of his progenitors, for he had heen a gladiator, but he had ob- 
tained that poft in the army by his having a robuft body. So 
thefe Germans marched along the houfes in queft οἱ Cafar’s 
murderers, and cut Afprenas to pieces, becaute he was the firft 
man tbey fell upon, and whofe garment it was that the blood 
ot the facrifices ftained, as I have faid already, and which tore- 
told that this his meeting the foldiers would not be for his 
good. Thendid Norbanus meet them, who was one of the 
principal nobility of the city, and could fhew many generals 
of armies among his anceftors ; but they paid no regard to his’ 
dignity ; yet was he of fuch great ftrength, that he wrefted the 
{word of the firft of thofe that affaulted him. out of his hands, 
and appeared plainly not to be willing to die without a ftrug- 
gie for his life, until he was furrounded by a great number of 
affailants, and died by the multitude ot the wounds which they 
gave him. The third man was Anteius a fenator, and a few 
others with him. . He did not meet with thefe Germans by 
chance, as the reft did betore, but came to fhew his hatred to 
Caius, and becaufe he loved to fee Caius lie dead with his 
own eyes, and took a pleafure in that fight; for Caius had 
banifhed Anteius’s father, who was of the fame name with 
himfelf and being not fatisfied with that, he fent out his fol- 
diers, and flew him ; fo he was come torejoice at the fight of him, 
now he was dead. But as the houfe was now all in a tumult, 
when he wastaiming to hide himfelf, he could not efcape that 
accurate fearch which the Germans made, while they barbar- 
oufly flew thofe that were guilty, and thofe that were not guil- 
ty, and this equally alfo. And thus were thefe [three] perfons 
ain. 


16. But when the rumour that Caius was flain reached the 
theatre, they were aftonifhed at it, and could not believe it: 
Even fome that entertained his deitruGion with great pleafure, 
and were more defirous of its happening than almoft any other 
fatisfa&tion that could come to them, were under fuch a tear, 
that they could not believe it. There were thofe alfo who 
greatly diftrufted it, becaufe they were unwilling that any fuch 
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ghing fhould come to Cains, adr could belreve it, though it 
‘were ever fo trne, becaufe they thought no man could pofhblg 
have fo much power as to kill Caius. Thefe were the women, 
and the children, and the flaves, and fome of the foidrery. 
This laft fort had taken his pay, and in a manner tyrannized 
with him, and had abufed the beft of the citizens, in beingy 
fubfervient to his nojut commands, in order to gun honeurs 
and advantages to themfeives ; but for the women, and 
youth, they ad been inveigled with flrews, and the fightings 
of the gladiators, and certain diftributions of fleth-meat among 
them, which things in pretence were defigned for the pleafing 
of the maftitnde. but m reality to fatiare the barbaroas 
and madnefs of Caius. The flaves alfo were forry, beeaufe 
they were by Caius allowed to accufe, and to difperfe their 
mafters, and they could have recourfe to his affiftance, wien 
they had unjuffly affronted them ; for he was very eafy in be- 
lieving them againft their mafters, even when they uccufed 
them falfely ; and if they would difcover what money their 
tnafters had. they might foon obtain both riches and liberty, as 
the rewards οἱ their accufations, becaufe the reward df thefe 
informers was the eighth * part of the crimimal’s fubftance. 
As to the nobles, although the report appeared credible ta 
fome of them, either becaufe they knew of the plot before- 
hand, or becanfe they withed it might be true; however they 
concealed not only the joy they had at the relation of tt, but 
that they had heard any thing at all aboutit. Thefe laft aed 
fo out of the fear they had, that it the report proved talfe they 
- fhould be punithed, for having fo foon let men know theit 
minds. Bat thofe that knew Caius was dead, becaufe they 
were partners with the confpirators. they concealed all ftill 
more cautionily, as not knowing one another’s minds; acd 
fearing left they fhould fpeak of it to fome of thofe to whom 
the continuance of tyranny was advantageous: And if Caius 
fhould prove to be alive,they might be informed againft and 
punifhed. And another report went about, that although Cai- 
us had been wounded indeed, yet was not he dead, but alive fill 
and under the pbyficians hands. Nor was any one looked up- 
on by another 4s faithful enough to be trafted, and to whom any 
one would open his mind ; for he was either a friend to Caius, 
and therefore fufpe€ted to favour his tyrann , or he was one 
that hated him, who therefore might be fufpe&ted to deferve the 
lefs credit, becaufe of his 111-will to him. Nay, at was faid by 
fome, (and this indeed it was that deprived the nobility of their 
hopes, and made them fad,) that Caius was ina condition to def- 
_ pife che dangers he had been in, and took wo cate of healing his 
wounds, but was gotten away into the market plate, and, bloody 


j wth wef che propokd by the Komen laws to informers, was forhetimes ὅτι 
hth part of the criminal goods, as fiere, ahd . 2 foarth = 
bein affures us, from Suetonjus and Tacitus, Somsdpaics ‘part, Spene 
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as he was, was making a harangue to the people. And thefe 
were the conje&ural reports of thofe that were fo unreafonable 


4 


as to endeavour to raife tumults, which they turned different . 


ways, according to the opinions of the hearers. Yet did they 
not leave ther feats, for tear of being accufed, if they fhould go 
out before the reft ; tor they Yhould not be fentenced according 
to the real intention with which they went out, but according 
to the fuppofals of the accufers, and of the judges. 


417. But now a multitude ot Germans had furrounded the . 


theatre with their {words drawn ; all the {peétators looked for 
nothing but death, and at every one’s coming in a fear feized 
upon them, as if they were to be cut in pteces immediately ; 
and in great diftrefs they were, as neither having courage δ. 
nough to go out of the theatre, nor believing themfelves fafe 
trom dangers rt they tarried there. And when the Germans 
came upon them, the cry was fo great, the theatre rang again 
with the entreaties of the {pe&ators to the foldiers, p sading 
that they were entirely. ignorant of every thing that related to 
{uch feditious contrivances, and that if there were any fedi. 
tion raifed, they knew nothing of it; the therefore begged 
that they would {pare them, and not punifh thofe that had not 
the leaft hand in {uch bold crimes as belonged to other perfons, 
while they negle&ed to fearch after fuch as had really done 
-whatfoever it be that hath been done. Thus did thefe people 
appeal to God, and deplore their intelicity with thedding of 
tears. and beating their faces, and faid every thing that the 
moft imminent danger, and the utmoft concern for their lives 
could dictate to them. This brake the fury of the foldiere, 
and made them repent of what they minded to do to the f{per- 
tutors, which would have been the greateft inftance of cruel]. 
ty. And fo it appeared to even thefe favages, when they had 
once fixed the heads of thofe that were flain Afprenas upon the 
altar; at which fight the {peftators were forely affliGed, both 
upon the confideration of the dignity of the perfons, and out 
of a commiferation ot their fafferings; nay indeed, they were 
almoft in as great diforder at the profpe& of the danger them- 
{elves were in, feeing it was ftill ancertain whether they fhould 
entirely efcape the like calamity. Whence it was, that fuch 
as thoroughly ahd juftly hated Caius, could yet no way enjoy 
the pleafure of his death, becaufe theywere themfelves in 
jeopardy of perifhing together with him ;nor had they hith- 
erto any firm affurance of furviving. 

_ 58. There was at this time, one Euariftus Arrantius, a pub- 
lic crier in the market, and therefore of a ftrong and audible 
voice, who vied in wealth with the richeft of the Romans, and 
was able to do what he pleafed in the city, both then and af- 
terward. This man put himfelt into the moft mournful habit. 
he could, although he had a greater hatred againft Caius than 
any one elfe, his fear and his wife cantrivance to gain his fate- 
Ὗ taught him fo todo, and prevailed over his prefent pleaf- 
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ure; fo he put on fuch a mournful drefs as he would have 
done hadehe loft his deareft friends in the world ; this man 
came into the theatre, and informed them of the death of Cai- 
us, by this means put an end to that flate of ignorance the men 
had been in. Arruntius alfo went round about the pillars, 
and called out to the Germans, as did the tribunes with him, 
bidding them put up their {words, and telling them that Caius 
was dead. And this proclamation it was plainly which faved 
thofe that were colleéted together in the theatre, and all the 
reft who any way met the Germans; for while uhey had hopes 
that Caius had ftill any breath in him, they abftained from no 
fort of mifchief; and fuch an abundant kindnefs they {till had 
for Caius, that they would willingly have prevented the plot 
againft him. and procured his efcape from {o fad a misfortune, 
at the expence of their ownlives. But they nowlettoff the warm 
zeal they had to punith his enemies, now they were fully fat- 
isfied that Caius was dead, becaufe it was now in vain for 
them to fhew their zeal and kindnefs to him, when he that 
fhould reward them was perifhed. They werealfoatraid thatthey 
fhould be punifhed by the fenate, if they fhould go on 1n doing 
fuch injuries, that is, in cafe the authority of the fupreme 
governor fhould revert tothem, And thug at length a flop 
was put, though not without dificulty, to that rage which pof- 
feffed the Germans on account of Caius’s death. 

19. But Cherea was fo much afraid for Minucianus, left 
he thould light upon the Germans, now thev were in their tu- 
ry, thathe wentand {pake toevery one of the foldiers, and pray- 
ed them to take care of his prefervation, and made himfelf 
great inquiry about him, left he fhould have been flain. And 
tor Clement, he Jet Minucianus go when he was brought to 
him, and, with many other of the fenators, affirmed the ac- 
tion was right, and commended the virtue of thofe that con- 
trived it, and had courage enough to execute it; and faid, 
that “tyrants do indeed pleafe themfelves and look big tor a 
while, upon having the powerto a& unjuftly ; but do not 
however go happily out of the world, becaufe they are hated 
by the virtuous ; and that Caius, together with all his un- 
happinefs, was become ἃ conf{pirator againft’ himfelf, before 
thefe other men who attacked him did fo, and by becoming 
intolerable, in fetting afide the wife provifion the laws ha 
made, taught his deareft friends to treat him as an enemy ; in- 
fomuch, that although in common difeourfe thefe confpirators 
were thofe that flew Caius, yet that, in reality, he lies now 
dead as perifhing by his ownfelf.” . 

20. Now by thistime the theatre were arifen from their feats, 
and thofe that were within made a very great difturbance ; the 
caufe of which was this, that the fpeétators were too hafty in 
getting away There was alfo one Alcyon, a phyfician. who 
hurried away, asif to cure thofe that were wounded, and under 
that pretence, he fent thofe that were with him to fetch what 
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things were neceflary for the healing thofe wounded per- 
fons, butin reality to get them clear of the prefent dangers 
they were in. Now the fenate, during this interval had met, 
and the people alfo affembled together in the accuftomed form 
and were both employed in fearching after the murderers of 
Caius. The people did it very zealoufly, but the fenate in ap- 
pearanct only : For there was prefent Valerius of Afia, one 
that had been conful; this man went to the people, as they 
were in diforder, and very uneafy that they could not dilcow- 
er who they were that murdered the emperor; he was then 
earneftly afked by them all, “ Who it was that had done it?” 
He replied, | with I had beed the man.” ‘The confuls * alfo: 
publithed an ediét, wherein they accufed Caius, and gave or- 
der to the people then got together, and to the foldiers to go 
home,and gave the people hopes of the abatement of the oppref- 
fions they lay under; and promifed the {oldiers, :f{they lay quiet 
as they ufed to do, and would not goabroad to domifchiefunjuf- 
ly, that they would beftow rewards upon them; for there was rea- 
fon to {ear leftthe city might fuffer harm by their wild and ungov- 
ernable behaviour, 1f they fhould once betake themfelves to 
fpoil the citizens or plunder the temples. And now the whole 
multitude of the fenators were aflembled together, and efpe- 
cially thofe that had confpired to take away the life of Caius, 
who puton at thig time an air of great affurance, and appeared 
with great magnanimity, as ifthe adminiftration of the public 
affairs were already devolved upon them. . 


CHAP. 11. ΝΣ 


How the Senators determined to reftore the Democracy ; but the 
oldars werefor preferuing the Monarchy. Concerning 
the flaughter of Catus’s wife and daughter. A character of 
Catus’s morals. 


ἡ x. W HEN the public affairs were in this pofture, Clau- 

dius wason the fudden hurried away out of his 
houfe: For the foldiers had a meeting together, and when they 
had debated about what was to be done, they faw that a democ- 
racy wasincapable of mana ing fucha vaft weight of public 
affairs ; and that if it fhould be et up, it would not be for their 
advantage ; and in cafe any one of thofe already in the govern- 
ment fhould obtain the {upreme power, it would in all refpets 
be to their grief, they were not affifting to him in that advance- 
ment : That it would therefore be right for them while the 
public affairs were unfettled, to choofe Claudius emperor, who 


9. Thefe confuls are named in the War of the Jews, B. II. ch. xi, feét. 1, Vol. 
ILI. Sentius Saturninus, and Pompopius Secundus; as Spanheim notes bere, The 
fpeech of the former of them is fet down in the uext chapter, fe, 2. 
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was uncle to the deceafed Caius, and of ἃ fuperior dignity 4:3 
worth to every one of thofe that were aflembled together in the 
fenate, both on account of the virtues of his anceftors, and of tke 
learning he bad acquired in his education, and who, if once 
fettled in the empire, would reward them according to the:r 
deferts, and beftow largeffes upon them. Thefe were their 
confultations, and they executed the fame immediately. Clau- 
dius was therefore feized upon fuddenly by the foldiery. Be: 
Cneas Sentius Saturninus, although he underftood that Claa- 
dius was feized, and that he intended to claim the government, 
unwillingly indeed in appearance, but in reality by his own 
free confent, ftood up in the fenate, and, without being dii- 
mayed, made an exhortatory orarion to them, and fuch an ore 
indeed as was fit for men of freedom and generality, and {pake 
thus. 

(δ * Although it be athing incredible, O Romans, becaule 
of the great length of time, that fo unexpefted an event bath 
happened, yet are we now in poffeffion of liberty. How long 
indeed this will Jaf} is uncertain, and lies at the difpofal of tar 
gods, whofe grant it is ; yet fuch it is as is fufficient to make 
us rejoice, and be happy for the prefent, although we may {oor 
be deprived of it ; for one hour is fufficient to thofe that are ex- 
ercifed in virtue, wherein we may live with a mind accounta- 
ble to ourfelves, in our own country, now free, and governed 
by fuch laws as this country once flourifbed under. As for 
my felf, I cannot remember our former time of liberty, as be- 
_ing born after it was gone ; but I am beyond meafure filled 
with joy at the thoughts of our prefent freedom. I alfo el- 
teem thofe, that were born and brought up in that our former 
liberty, happy men, and that thofe men are worthy of no leis 
efteem than the gods themfelves_ who have given usa tale οἱ 
itin this age ; and I heartily wifh, that this quiet enjoyment 
of it, which we have at prefent, might continue to al) ages. 
However, this fingle day may {uffice for our youth, as well as 
for us that are in years. It will feem an age to our old men, !! 
they might die during its happy duration: It may alfo be for 
the in8ru@ion of the younger fort, what kind of virtue thole 
men. from whofe loins. we are derived, were exercifedin. A’ 
forourfelves our bufinefs is, during the {pace of time, to live 
virtuoufly, than which nothing can be more to our advantage; 
which courfe of virtue it is alone than can preferve our Jiberty ; 
for, as to our ancient fate, I have heard of it by the relations of 
others, but as to our Jate ftate, during my life-time, } have 
known it by experience, and learned thereby what mifchiels 
tyrannies have brought upon this commonwealth, difcouraging 
all virtue, and depriving perfons of magnanimity of their Lber- 
erty, and proving the teachers of flattery and flavith fear, be- 
caule it leaves the public adminiffration not tobe governed by 
wife laws, but by the humour of thofe that govern. For fince 
Julius Cafar took it intohis head to diffolve our democracy; 
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and, by overbearing the regular fy flem of our laws, to bring 
diforders into our adminiftration, and to get above right an 

juttice, and to be a flave to his own inclinations, there is no 
kind of mifery but what hath tended to the fubverfion of this 
city ; while all thofe that have fucceeded him have ftriven one 
with another to overthrow the ancient laws of their country, 
and have left it deftitute of fuch citizens a8 wére of generous 
principles; becaufe they thought it tended to their fafety to 
have vicious men to converfe withal, and not only to break 
the {pirits of thofé that were beft efteerned for their virtue, 
but to refolve upon their utter deftrution. Of all which em- 
perors, who have been many in number, and who laid upon 
us iniuffcrable hardfhips during the times of their govern- 
ment, this Caius, who hath been flain to day, hath brought 
more terrible calamities,upon us than did all the reft, not only 
by exercifing his ungoverned rage upon his fellow citizens, 
but alfo upon his kindred and friends; and alike upon all oth- 
ers, and by infli€ting ftill greater miferies upon them, as pun- 
ifhments, whichthey never deferved, he being cqually turi- 
ous again{ft men, and againft the gods. For tyrants are not 
content to gain their {weet pleafure, and this by aéting inju- 
ttoufly, and in the vexation they bring both upon men’s ef- 
tates, and their wives ; but they look upon that to be their 
principal advantage, when they can utterly overthrow thé 
entire tamilies of their enemies ; while all lovers ot liberty 
are the enemies‘of tyranny. Nor can thofe that patiently en- 
dure what mileries they bring ori them, gain their friendthip ; 
for as they are conicious of the abundant mifchiets they have 
brought on thele men, and how magnanimoufly they have 
borne their hard fortunes, they cannot but be fenfible what 
evils they have dorie, and thence only depend on _fecurity 
from what they are fulpicious of, if it may be in their’ power 
to take them quite out of the world. Since then we are now 
gotten clear ot fuch great misfortunes, and are only account- 
able to one another (which form ot government affords us the 
beft affurance ot our prefent concord, and promifes us the 
belt fecurity trom evil defigns, and will be moft for our dwn 
glory in fettling the city in good order), you ought, ever 

one of you in particular, to make provifion tor his own, and, 
in general, for the public utility ; or, on the contrary, the 

may declare their diffenttofuch things as have been propofed, 
and this without any hazard of danger to come upon them; 
becaufle they have now no lord fet over them, who, without 
fear of punifhment, could do mifchief to the city, and had an 
uncontroulable power to take off thofe that freely ¢ceclared 
their opinions. Nor has any thing fo much contributed to 
this increale of tyranny ot ἰδία as floth, anda timorous for- 
bearance of contradiéting the emperor's will ; while men had 
an over-great inclination to the {weetnefs of peace, and had 
learned 0 live like faves, and ag many of usas either heard 
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of intolerable calamities that happened at a diftance from us, 
or faw the miferies that were near us, out of the dread of dy- 
ing virtuoufly, endured a death joined with the utmoft intamy. 
We ought then, in the firft place, to decree the greateft hon- 
ours we are able to thufe that have taken off the tyrant. efpe- 
cially to Cherea Caffius ; for this one man. with the affiftance 
of the gods, hath, by his counfek, and by his aétions. been 
the procurer οἱ our liberty. Nor ought we to forget him now 
we have recovered our liberty, who, under the foregoing ty- 
ranny, took counfel beforehand, and beforehand hazarded 
himfelf for our liberties ; but ought to decree him proper hon- 
ours, and thereby freely declare, that he from the Leginning 
aéted with our approbation. And certainly itis a very ex- 
cellent thing, and what becomes freemen, to requite their ben- 
efaétors, as this man hath been a benefaétor to us all though 
not at all like Caflius and Brutus, who flew Caius Julius 
{Czfar] ; for thofe men laid the toundations of {edition and 
civil wars in our city, but this man, together with his flaugh- 
ter of the tyrant, hath fet our city tree from all thofe fad muif- 
eries which arofe trom the tyranny.*” 

And this was the purport of Sentius’s oration which was 
received with plea ure by the fenatorg, and by as many οἱ the 
equeitrian order as were prefent. And now one Trebellius 
Maximus rofe up haftily, and took off Sentius’s finger a ring, 
which had a ftone, with the image of Caius engraven upon it, 
and which, in his zeal in fpeaking, and his earneftnefs in do- 
ing what he was about as it was fuppofed, ne had forgotten 
to take off himfelf. This {culpture was broken immediately. 
But as it was now far in the night, Cherea demanded of the 
confuls the watch-word, who gave him the word. Liberty. 
Thefe tatts were the fulbjetts of admiration to themfelves, and 
almoft incredrble ; tor it was’ am hundred years t fince the 
democracy had been laid afide, when this giving the watch- 
word returned to the eunfuls ; for, before the city was {ub- 
ject to tyrants, they were the commanders of the foldiers. 

ut, when Cherea had received that watch-word, he deliver- 
ed it tothofe who were οὐ the fenate’s fide, which were four 
regiments, who efteemed the government without emperors 
to be preferable to tyranny. Sothefe went away with their 
tribunes. The people alfo now departed very joyful, full of 
hope and of courage, as having recovered their former de- 


* In this oration of Sentius Saturninus, we may fee the great value virtuous men 
putupon public liberty, and the fad milery they underwent, while they were ty- 
rannized over by iuch emperors as Caius. See | stephus's own fhort but pithy re- 
Betion at the end of the chapter τ΄ * So difficult,” fays he, ‘it is for thofe to ob- 
tainth: virtue that is neceflary to a wife man, who have the abfolute power to do 
what they pleale, without controul.” . 

+ Hence we learu that, ἴω the opinion of Saturninus, the fovereign authority of 
the confuls and fenate had been taken away juft 100 years before the death of Cai 
us, A. Ὁ 41, or onthe Goth year before the Chriftian ara, when the firit triams 
virate began under Cafar, Pompey, and Craflus, 
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mocracy, and were no longer under an emperor ; and Chered 
was in a very great eftéem with them. ; . 

4. And now Cherea was very uneafy that Caius’s daughter 
and wite were ftill alive, and that all his family did not perifh 
with him, fince whofoever was lett of them muft be lefe for 
the ruin of the city and of the laws. Moreover im order té 
finifh this matter with the utmoft zeal, and in order to fatisfy 
his hatred of Caius he fent Julius Lupus, one of the tribunes, 
to kil} Caius’s wife and daughter, They propofed this office 
to Lupus as to a kinfman of Clement, that he might be fo far 
a partaker of this murder of the tyrant, and might rejuice in 
the virtue of having affifted his tellow cttizens, and that he 
snight appear to have been a partaker with thofe that were firft 
in their defigns.againfR him. Yet did this aftion appear to 
fome of the conipirators to be tao crue], as to this ufing fuch 
Jeverity to a woman, becaufe Caius did more indulge his owu 
1.1 nature, than ufe her advice in all that he did; from which 
ill-ature it was that the city was in fo defperate a condition 
with the miferies that were brought on it, and the flower of 
the city was deflroyed. ut others accufed her οἱ giving her 
confent to thefe things ; nay, they afcribed all that Gaius had 
done to her as the caufe ot it, and faid, the-had given a potion © 
to Caius, which had made him obnoxious to her, and had tied 
him down to love her by fuch evil methods ; infomuch that 
fhe, having rendered him diftra&ted, was become the author: 
of all the mifchiefs had befallen the Romans, and that habite 
able world which was fubje& to thein. So that at length it 
was determined, that fhe muft die; nor could thofe οἱ the 
contrary opinion at al] prevail to have her faved ; and Lupus 
was fent accordingly. Nor was there any delay made in exe- 
cuting what he went about but he was fubfervient to thofe 
that fent him on the firft opportunity, as defirousto be ne 
way blameable in what might be done tor the advantage of the 

eople. So, when he was come into the palace, he found Ce- 
Tonia, who was Caius’s wife lying by her hufband’s dead bo. 
dy, which alfo lay down on the ground, and deltitute οἱ al} 
fuch things ag the law allows to the dead, and all over herfelf 
befmeared with the blood of her hufband's wounds, and be- 
wailing the great affli€tion (he was under, her daughter lying 
by her alfo: And nothing elfe was heard in thele her circum- 
ftances, but her complaint of Caius, as if he had not regarded 
what (he had often told him of beforehand; which words of 
hers were taken in a different fenfe even at that time, and are 
now efteemed equally ambiguous by thofe that hear of them, 
and are ftillinterpreted according to the different inclinations 
of people. Nor fome faid that the words denoted, that the had 
advifed him to leave off his mad behaviour and his barbarous 
cruelty to the citizens, and to govern the public with mode- 
ration and virtue, leaft he fhould perifh by the fame way, up- 
on their ufing him as be had ufed them. But fome fasd, that, 
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as certain words had paffed concerning the confpirators, fhe 
defired Caius to make no delay, but immediately to put them 
all to death, and this whether they were guilty or not, and 
that thereby he would be out of the tear of any danger; and 
that this was what fhe reproached him for, when fhe advifed 
him fo to do, but he was too flow and tender in the matter. 
And this was what Cefonia {gid, and what theopiniong οἱ men 
were about it. But, when fhe faw Lupus approach, the thew- 
ed him Caius’s dead body, and perfuaded him to come nearer, 
with lamentation and tearg , and as fhe perceived that Lupus 
was in diforder, and approached her in order to execute fome 
defign difagreeable to himfelf, fhe was well aware for what 
purpofe he came, and ftretched out her naked throat, and 
that very cheerfully to him, bewailing her cafe, like one ut- 
terly defpaired of her life, and bidding him not to boggle at 
finifhing the tragedy they had refolyed upon relating to her. 
So fhe boldly received her death’s wound at the hand of Lu. 
pus as did the daughter atter her. So Lupus made hafte to 
inform Cherea of what he had done. 

5. This was the end of Caius, after he bad reigned four 
years, within tour months. He was, even befure he came to 

e emperor. il! natured and one that had arrived at the utmoft 
pitch ot wickednefs ; a flave to his pleafures, and a lover of 
calumny ; greatly affe€ted by every terrible accident, and on 
that account of a very murderous dilpofition, where he durit 
fhew it. He enjoyed his exorbitant power to this only pur- 
’ pofe, to injure thofe who leaft deferved it, with unreafonable 
infolence, and got his wealth by murder and injuilice. He 
Jaboured to appear above regarding either what was divine or 
agreeable to the Jaws, but was a flave to the commendations of 
the populace ; and whatfoever the laws determined to be 
fhametul, and punithed, that he efteemed more honourable 
than what wag virtuous. He was unmindful of his friends, 
how intimate foever, and though they were perfons οἵ the 
higheft charaéter ; and, if he was once angry atany of them, 
he would infli@ pynifhment upon them on the fmalleft occa- 
fions, and efteemed every man that endeavoured to lead a vir- 
tuous life hisenemy. And-whatfoever he commanded, he 
would not admit οἱ any contradidiion to his inclinations ; 
whence it was that he had criminal converfation with his own 
fifter * ; trom which occafion chiefly it was alfo, that a bitter 
hatred firt fprang up againft him among the citizens, that fort 
of inceft not having been known of a long time; and fo this 
provoked men to diftruft him, and to hate him that was guilty 


* Spanheim here notes from Suetonius, that the name of Caius's fifter, with 
whom he was guilty of inceft, was Drufi/la ; and that Suetonius adds, be was guilty 
of the fame crime with all his fifters allo. He notes farther, that Szetorius omits 
the mention of the haven for fhips, which our author efleems the oniy public work, 
for the good of the prefeat and future ages which Caius left behind him, though in 
wn imperfedt condition, 
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ot it. And for any great or royal work that he ever did, which 
might be for the prefent and tor future ages, nobody can name 
any fuch, but only the haven that be made about Rhegium 
and Sicily for reception of the fhips that brought corn trom 
Egypt ; which was indeed a work without difpute, very great 
in itfelf, and of very great advantage to the navigation. Yet 
was not this work brought to perfection by him, but was the 
one half of it left imperfe&t, by reafon of his want of appli- 
cation to it; the caufe ot which was this, that he employed 
his ftudies about ufelefs matters, and that by fpending his 
money upon {uch plealures as concerned no one’s benefit but 
his own, he could not exert his liberality in things that were 
undeniably of great confequence. Otherwife he wasan ex- 
cellent orator, and thorougly acquainted with the Greek tongue, 
as well as with his own country or Roman language. He 
was alfo able off-hand and readily to give anfwers to compo- 
fitions made by others, of confiderable length and accuracy. 
He was alfo more fkiltul in perfyading others to very great 
things than any one elfe, and this trom a natural affability of 
temper which had been improved by much exercife and 

ains-taking : Foras he was the grandfon * of the brother of 

iberius, whofe fucceffar he was, this was a ftrong induce. 
ment to hig acquiring of learning, becaufe Tiberius afpired. 
after the higheft pitch of that fort of reputation ; and Caius 
afpired after the like glory for eloquence, being induced: 
thereto by the letters ot his kinfman and hisemperor. He 
was alfo among the firft rank of his citizens, But the advan- 
tages he received from his learning did not countervail the - 
miufchief he brought upon himfelt in the exercife of his au- 
thority ; fo diffi-ult it is for thofe to obtain the virtue that is 
neceflary for a wife man, who have the abfolute power to do 
what they pleafe, without controul, Atthe firft he got him- 
felt {uch friends as were in all refpeéts the moft worthy, and 
was greatly beloved by them, while he imitated their zealous 
application to the learning and to the glorious a€tions of the 
beit men ; hut when he became infolent towards them, they 
Jaid afide the kindnefs they had tar him, and began to hate 
him ; from which hatred came that plot, which they raifed 
againft him, and wherein he perifhed. 


CHAP. Ill. 


᾿ How Claudiuswas fazedupon, and brought out of his Houfe, and 
brought to the Camp, and how the Senate fent an Embaffageto him. 


4 1, Now Claudius, as I faid above, went out of that 
way along which Caius was gone; and, asthe 


® This Caius was the fon of that excellent perfon Germanicus, who was the 
fan of Drufus, the brother of Tiberius the emperor. 
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family was in a mighty difordér upon the fad accident of the 
murder οἱ Caius, he was in great diftrefs how to fave himfelf, ᾿ 
and was found to have hidden himfelt in a certain narrow 
place *, though he had no other occafton for fufpicion of any 
dangers, befides the dignity of his birth; for. while he was 
4 private man. he behaved himlel]f with moderation, and was 
contented with his prefent fortune, applying himfelf to learn- 
ing, and efpecially to that of the Greeks, and keeping him- 
felt entirely clear from every thing that might bring any dif- 
turbance. Sut δὲ δὲ thig time the multitude were under 8 
confternation, and the whole palace was full of the foldiers 
fnadnels, and the very emperor’s guards feemed under the 
like fear and diforder with private ‘perfons, the band called 
gretorzan, which was the pureff part of the army, was in 
foniultation what was to be done δ this jun@ure. Now ail 
thofe that were at this confultation, had’ little regard to the 
unifhment Caius had fuffered, becaufe he juftly deferved 
uch his fortune ; but they were rather confidering their own 
eircumiftances, how they might take the beft care of them- 
felves, efpecially while the Germans were bufy in punithing 
the murderers of Caius; which yet was done to gratify their 
own favage temper, than tor the good of the public: All 
which things difturbed Claudius, who was atraid of his own 
fatety, and this particularly becaufe he faw the heads of Af- 
prenas and his partners carried about. His ftation had been 
on a certain elevated place, whither a few fteps led him, and 
whither he had rétiredin the dark by himielf. But whea 
Gratus, who was one of the toldiers that belonged to the pal- 
ace faw him, but did not well know by his countenance who 
he was, becaufe it was dark, though he could well judge that 
it was a man who was privately there on {ome defign, he came 
nearer to him, and when Claudius defired that he would retire, 
de difcovered who he was, and owned him to be Claudius, 
So he faid to his followers, ‘‘ This is a Germanicus t ; come 
on, let us choofe him for our emperor.” But when Claudius 
faw they were making preparations for taking him away by 
force, and was atraid they would kill him, as they had kuled 
Caius, he befought them to [pare him, putting them in mind 
how quietly he had demeaned himielf, and that he was une 
acquainted with what had been done. Hereupon Gratus 
{miled upon him, and took him by the right hand and faid, 
4“. Leave off Sir, thefe low thoughts of faving yourfelf, while 
you ought to have greater thoughts, even of obtaining the 
empire which the gods, out of tneir concern for the habita. 


® This firt place Claudius came to was inhabited, and called Hormeum, as Span- 
heim here iutorms us from Suetonius in Claud ch x” 

+ How Claudius, another fon ot Drufufus which Drufus was the father of Ger- 
manicus, could be here himfelf called Germanicus, Suetonius informs us, when be 
affures us that, by a decree of the fenate, the firname of Germanicus was betowed on 
Druius, and his pofterity alio, InClaud,chi,  — 
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ble world, by taking Caius out of the way, commit to thy © 
virtuous condu&t. Go to, therefore, and accept of the throne 
of thy anceftors.” So they took him up and carried him. be- 
caufe he was not then able to go on foot, fuch was his dread 
and his joy at what was told him. | a 
2. Now there was already gathered together about Gratus ἃ 

great number οὗ the guards; and when they faw Claudius 
carried off, they looked witha fad countenanee, as fuppofing 
that he was carried to execution for the mifchiets that ha 
been lately done ; while yet they thought him aman who nev- 
er méddled with public affairs all his life long, and ‘one that 
had met with no contemptible dangers under the reign of Ca- 
ins ; and fome of them thought it reafonable, that the confuls 
fhould take cegnizance ot thele matters ; and, as ftill more 
and more of the foldiery got together, the crowd about him 
ran away, and Claudius could hardly goon, his body was 
then fo weak; and thofe who carried bis fedan, upon an en- 
quiry that was made about hrs being carried off, ran away and 

aved themfelves, as defpairing of their lord’s prefervation. 
But when they were ¢ome mto the large court of the palace, 
(which, as the report goes about if, was inhabited firft of all 
the parts of the city of Rome), and had juft reached the pub. ᾿ 
ic treafury; many more fofdiers eamé about him as glad to 
fee Claudius’s face, and thought it exceeding right to make | 
him emperor, on account of their kindnefs for ermanicus, 
who was his brother, and had left behind him a vaft reputation 
among all that were acquainted withhim. They refleéted alfo 
onthe covetous temper of the leading men ot the fenate, and 
what great errors they had been guilty of. when the fenate had 
the government formerly ; they alfo confidered the impofii- 
bility of fuch an undertaking, as alfo what dangers they fhould 
be in, if the government fhould come to a fingle perfon, and 
that fuch an one fhould poffefs ic as they had no hand tn ad- 
 vancing, and not to Claudius, who would take it as their grant, 
and as gained by their good-will to him, and would remember 
the favours they had done him, and would make them a f{uffi- 
cient recompence for the fame. 

« Thefe were the difeourfes the foldiers had one with ane 
other by themfelves, and they communicated them to all fuch 
as came into them. Now thofe that inquired about this mat- 
ter, willingly embzaced the invitation that was made them to 
join with the reft: So they carried Claudius into the camp, 
crowding about him as his guard, and encompafling him a- 
bout, one chairman ftill {ucceeding another, that their vche» 
ment endeavours might not be hindered. But as to the pop- 
ulace and the fenators, they difagreed in their opinions. The 
latter were very defirous to recover their former dignity, and 
were zealous to get clear of the flavery that had been brought 
on them injurious treatments of the tyrants, which the prel- 
ent opportunity afforded them ; but tor the people who were 
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envious again{ft them, and knéw that the emperors were capa- 
ble of curbing their covetous temper, arid were a refuge trom 
them, they were very glad that Claudius had been feized up- 
on, and brought to them, and thought; that it Claudius were 
made emperor, he would prevent a civil war fuch as there 
was in the days of Pompey. But when the fenate knew that 
Claudius was brought into the camp by the foldiers. they fent 
to him thole of their body which had the beft charafter for 
. their virtues, that they might inform him, “ that he ought to 
do nothing by violence, in order to gain the government ; 
that he who wasa fingle perfon, one either already, or here- 
after to be a member ot their body, ought to yield to the fen- 
ate, which confifted of fo great a number: That he ought te 
let the law take place in the difpofal of all that retated to the 
" public order, and to remember how greatly the former ty- 
rants had affliéted their city ; and what dangers both he and 
they had efcaped under Caius ; and that he ought not to hate 
the heavy burden of tyranny, when the injury its done by 
others, while he did himfelt wilfully treat his country alter ἃ 
mad and infolent manner; that it he would comply with 
them, and demonftrate that his frm refolution, was to live 
quictly and virtuoufly, he would have the greateft honours 
ecreed to him, that a free people could beftow, and by fub- 
jefting himfelf to the law, would obtain this branch of com- 
mendation, that he acted like a man of virtue, both as a ruler 
and a fubje@& ; but that if he would aét foolifhly, and learn no 
wifdom by Caius’s death, they would not permit him to goon; 
that a great part of the army was got together for them, with 
plenty of weapons, and agreat number of flaves, which they 
could make ufe of: That good hope was a great matter in fuch 
cafes, as was allo good fortune, and that the gods would never 
affift any others but thofe that undertook to at with viriue 
and goodnefs, who can be no other than [uch as fight for the 
liberty of their country.” . . 
4. Now thefe ambafladors, Veranius and Brocchus, who 
were both of them tribunes of the people, made this fpeech 
to Claudius, and, falling down upon their knees, they begged 
of him, that he would by no means throw the city into wars 
and misfortunes ; but when they faw what a multitude of fol- 
diers encompaffed and guarded Claudius, and that the torces 
that were with the confuls were, in comparifon of them, per- 
feétly inconfiderable, they added, That, ‘‘ it he did defire the 
government, he fhould accept of itas given by the fenate; 
that he would prolper better, and be happier, it he came tot, 
not by injuftice, but by the good will of thofe that would be- 
flow it upon him.” 
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What things King Agrippa did for Claudius ; and how Clau- 
dius, when he had taken the government, commanded the Mur- 
derers of Caius to be flain. 

(xr. KTOW Claudius, though he was fenfible after what an 

infolent manner the fenate had fent to him, yet did 
he, according to their advice, behave himfelf for the prefent 
with moderation ; but not fo far that he could not recover 
himfelf out of his, fright ; So he was ericouraged [to claim the 
government} partly by the boldnefs of the foldiers, and part- 
y by the perfuafion of king Agrippa, who exhorted him not 
to let fuch a dominion flip out of his hands, when it came thus 
to him of its own accord. Now this Agrippa, with relation 
to Caius, did what became one that had been fo much honour- 
ed by him ; for he embraced Caiue’s body after he was dead, and 
laid it upon a bed and covered it as well as he could, and 

went out to the guards, and told them that Caius was ftill a- 

live ; but he faid that they fhould call for phy ficians, fince he 

was very 1}} of his wounds; But when he had learned that 

Claudius was carried away violently by the foldiers, he ruth. 

ed through the crowd to him, and when he found that he was 

in diforder, and ready to refign up the government to the fen- 
ate, he encouraged him, and defired him to keep the govern- 
ment ; but when he had faid this to Claudius, he retired home. 

And upon the fenate’s fending for him, he anointed his head 

with ointment, as if he had lately accompanied with his wife, 

and had difmiffed her, and then came to them : He alfo afked 
of the fenators what Claudius did ; who told him the prefent 
ftate of affairs, and then afked his opinion about the fettlement 
of the public. He told them in words, that he was ready to 
lofe his life for the honour of the fenate, but defired them to’ 
confider what was for their advantage, without any regard τὸ 
what was moft agreeable to them $ for that thofe who grafp at 
governntent, will fland in need of weapons, and foldiers to 
guard them, unlefs they witl fet up without any preparation 
tor it, and fo fall into dangers And when the fenate replied, 
That " they would bring in weapons in abundan¢e, and mon- 
ey, and that as to an army, a part of it was already colleG@ed 
together for them, and they. would raife a larger one by giv- 
ing the flaves therr liberty.” Agrippa madeanfwer, “" O fen- 
ators ! may you be able to compafs what γοῦ have a mind to; 
yet will l immediately tell you my thoughts, becaufe they 
tend to your prefervation : Take notice then, that thé army 
which will fight for Claudius hath been long exercifed in war- 
like affairs ; but our army will be no better than a rude multi- 
tude of raw men, and thofe fuch as have been unexpe&edly 
made free from flavery, and ungovernable ; we muft then &gkt 
OL. e 3 
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againft thofe that are fkillful in war, with men who know not 
fp much as how to draw their fwords. So that my opinion is, 
that we fhould fend fome perfong to Claudius ; to perfuade 
him to lay down the government, and I am ready to be onc 
of your ambaffadors.” 

2. Upon this {peech of Agrippa the fenate complied with 
him, and ‘he was fent among others, and privately informed 
Claudius of the diforder the fenate was in, and gave inftruc- 
tions to anfwer them in a fomewhat commanding ftrain, and 
as one invefted with dignity and authority. Accordingly 
Claudius faid to the ambaffadors, That “ he did not wonder 
the fenate had πο mind to have an emperor over them, becaufe 
they had been harraffed by the barbarity of thofe that had for- 
merly been at the head »t their affairs ; but that they fhould 
tafte ofan equitable government under him, and moderate 
times, while he fhould only be their ruler in name, but the av- 
thority fhould be equally common to them all ; and fince he 
- had paffed through many and various fcenes of life before 
their eyes, it would be good for them not to diftruft him.” 
So the ambafladors, upon their hearing this his anfwer, were 
difmiffed. But Claudius difcourfed with the army which was 
there gathered together, who took oaths that they would per- 
fift in their fidelity to htm ; upon which he gave the guards 
every man five thoufand * drachmz a piece, and ἃ propot- 
tionable quantity to their captains, and promifed to give the 
fame to the reft of the armies wherefoever they were. 

3. And now the confuls called the fenate together 1nto the 
_temple of Jupiter the Conqueror while it was fill might ; but 
fome of thofe fenators concealed themfelves in the city, being 
uncertain what to do, upon the hearing of this fummons, and 
fome of them went out of the city to their own farms, as fore- 
- feeing whither the public affairs were going, and defpairing 
of liberty ; nay, thefe fuppofed it much better for them to be 
flaves without danger to themfelves, and to live a lazy and un- 
aftive life, than, by claiming the dignity of their forefathers, 
to run the hazard of their own fafety. However. an hundred 
and no more were gotten together ; and as they were im con- 
fultation about the prefent pofture of affairs, a fudden clamour 
‘was made by the foldiers that were on their fide, ** Defiring 
that the fenate would choofe them an emperor, and not bring 
the government into ruin by fetting up a multitude of rulers.” 
So they tully declared themfelves to be for the giving the 

overnment not to all, but to one; but they gave the fenate 
eave to look out for a perfon worthy to be {et over them, in- 


_ 5 This number of drachmae to be diftributed to each private foldier, 5000 drach- 
mae equal to 20,000 fefterces, or L. 141 Sterling, {ems much too leree, and airea- 
ἵν cmight ἧς Suetonius, chap. x. who makes them in.all but 1 5 ‘efterces, or 85. 4d. 

. Yet might Jofephug have this namber from Agrippa junior, thorgh 1 doubt the 

thoufands, or af tea the hundreds have been addcd by che traniciibers, of which 

we bavé had ‘everal examp!es already in Jofephus, 
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fomuch, that now the affairs of the fenate were much worfe 
than betore ; becaufe they had not only failed in the recavery 
Οἵ their liberty, which they boafted themfelves of, but were . 
an dread of Claudius alfo. Yet were there thofe that hanker- 
ed after the government, both on account of the dignity of 
their families, and that accruing to them by their marriages ; 
for Marcus Minucianus was illuftrious, both by his own no- 
bility, and by his having married Julia, the fifter ot Caius, 
who accordingly was very ready to claim the government, 
although the confuls difcouraged him, and made one delay af- 
ter another in propofing it: That Minucianus alfo, who was, ᾿ 
one otf Caius’s murderers, reftrained Valerius of Afia from 
thinking of fuch things ; and a prodigious flaughter there had. 
been, if leave had been given to thefe men to fet up for them- 
felves, and oppofe Claudius. There were alfo a confiderable 
number of gladiators befides, and of thofe foldiers who kept 
watch by night-in the city, and rowers of fhips, who all ran 
unto the camp ; infomuch that of thofe who put in forthe 
government, fome left off their pretenfions in order to {pare 
the city, and others out of fear for their own perfons. 
4. But as foon as ever it was day, Cherea, and thofe that 
. ‘were with him came into the fenate, and attempted to make 
fpeeches to the foldiers, However, the multitude of thofe 
foldiers, when they faw that they were making fignals for fil- 
ence with their hands, and were ready to begin to {peak to 
them grew tumultuous, and would not let them {peak at all 
becaule they were all zealous to be under a monarchy ; and 
they demanded of the fenate one for their ruler, as not endur- 
ing any longer delaya: But the fenate hefitated about either 
their own governing or howsthey fhould themfelves be gov-~ 
erned, whils the foldiers would not admit them to govern, 
and the murderers of Caius would not permit the foldiers to 
di€tate tothem. When they were in thefe circumftances, . 
Cherea was not able to contain the anger he had, and promif- 
ed, that if they defired an emperor, he would give them one, 
it any one would bring him the watch-word trom Eutychus, 
Now this Eutychus was charioteer of the green-band ta€étion, 
ftyled Prafine, and a great friead of Caius, who ufed to harrafs 
the foldiery with building ftables for the horfes, and {pent his - 
time in ignominious labours, which occafioned Cherea to re- 
roach them with him, and to abufe them with much other 
currilous language ; and told them, “ he would bring them 
the head of Claudius ; and that it was an amazing thing that. 
after their former madnelfs, they fhould commit their govern- 
ment toa fool.”” Yet were not they moved with his words, 
but drew their fwords, and took up their enfigns, and went to’ 
Claudius, to join in taking the oath of fidelity to him, So the 
fenate were left without any body to defend the, and the 
very copfuls differed nothing from private perfons. They 
were alfo under conflernation aad fosrow, men not knowing 
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what would become of them, becaufe Claudius was very an- 
gry at them; fo they fell a reproaching one another, and re- 
pented of what they had done. At which jun@ure Sabinus, 
one of Caius’s murderers, threatened that he would fooner 
come into the midft of them and kill himfelf, than confent to 
make Claudius émperor, and fee flavery returning upon them ; 
he alfo abufed Cherea for loving his life too well, while be 
who was the firftin his contempt of Caius, could think it a 
good thing to live, when, even by all that they had done for 
the recovery of their liberty. they found it impoffible to do it. 
But Cherea faid, he had no manner of doubt upon him about 
killing himfelf ; that yet he would firft found the intentions ot 
Claudius before he did it. ' 

5. Thefe were the debates, [about the fenate ;] but in the 
camp every body was crowding on all fides to pay their court 
to Claudius; and the other conful, Quintus Pomponius, wag 
reproached by the foldiery, as having rather exhorted the fen- 
ate to recover their liberty ; whereupon they drew their {words, 
and were going to affault him, and they had done it, if Claudi- 
us had not hindered.them, who f{natched the conful out of the 
danger he was in, and fet him by him. But he did not receive 
that ‘part of the fenate which was with Quintus to the like hon- 
ourable manner ; nay fome of them received blows, and were 
thruft away as they came to falute-Claudius ; nay, Aponius 
went away wounded, and they were all in danger. However, 
king Agrippa went up to Claudius, and defired he would treat 
the jenators more gently ; for if any mifchief fhould come to 
the fenate, he would have no others over whom to rule. Clau- 
dius complied with him, and called the fenate together into the 
palace, and was carried thither himfelf through the city, while 
the foldiery condu@ed him, though this was to the great vex. 
ation of the multitude ; for Cherea and Sabinus, two of Cai- 
us’s murderers, went in the tore-front of them, in an open 
manner, while Polio, whom Claudius a little betore had made 
captain of his guards, and fent them an epiftolary edi@, to for- 
bid them to appear in public.. Then did Claudius, upon his 
coming to the palace, get his triends together, and defired their 
{uffrages about Cherea. They faid, that the work he had done 
was a glorious one, but they accufed him that he did it of per- 
fidioufnefs, and thought it juft to infli@ the punifhment [of 
death] upon him, to difcountenance fuch a@tions for the time 

_to come. So Cherea was led to his execution, and Lupus, 
and many other Romans with him, now it is reported, that 
Cherea bore this calamity courageoufly, and this, not only by 
the firmnefs of his own behaviour under it, but by the re- 
proaches he laid upon Lupus, who fell into tears; for when 

upus laid his garment afide and complained of the cold*, he 
{aid, that cold was never hurtful to Lupus, [#. ¢. a wolf. ] And 


3 This piercing cold here complained of by Lupus, agrees well to the time of 
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as a great many men went along with them to fee the fight, 
. when Cherea came to the place, he afked the foldier who was 
to be theirexecutioner, whether this office was what he was 
ufed to? or whether this was the firft time of his ufing his 
{word in chat manner, and defired him to bring him that very 
fword with which he himfelf flew Caius. So he was happily 
killed at one ftroke. But Lupus did not meet with fuch good 
fortune in going out of the world, fince he was timorous, and 
had many blows levelledat his neck, becaufe he did not ftretch 
it out boldly, [as he ought to have done. | 
6. Now a few days alter this, as the parental folemnities 
were juft at hand, the Roman multitude made their ulual ob- 
lations to their feveral ghofts, and put portions into the fire 
in honour of Cherea and befought him to be merciful ta 
them, and not continue his anger againft them for their ingrat- 
itude. And this was the end of the life that Cherea came to. 
But for Sabinus although Claudius not only fet kim atliberty, 
but gave him leave to retain his former command in the army, 
et did he think it would be unjuft in him to fail of perform- 
ing his obligations to his fellow confederates; fo he fell upon 
his fword, and killed himfelf, the wound reaching up ta the ve- 
ry hilt of the {word.* 


CHAP. V. 


How Claudius reflored to Agrippa his grandfather's Kingdoms, 
and augmented his dommons : And how he publifhed an 
edit in behalf of the Jews. 


§ 1. N&O when, Claudius had taken out of the way all 

thofe foldiers whom he fufpefled, which he did im- 
mediately, he publifhed an edi@, and therein confirmed that 
kingdom to Agrippa, which Caius had given him, and there- 
in commended the king highly. Healfo made an addition to 
it, of all that county over which Herod, who was his grandfa- 
ther, had reigned, that is Judea and Samaria; and thus he re- 


the year when Claudius began his reign ; it being for certain about the months of 
November, December, or january, and moft probably a few days after Jan. 24th, 
and a few days before the Roman Parentalia . 

* Ie is both here and elfewhere very remarkable, that the murderers of the vil- 
eft tyrants who yet highly deferved to dic, when thofe murderers were under oeths, 
or other the like obligations of fidelity to them, were ufually revenged, and the 
murderers were cut off themfe'ves, and that after a remarkable manner; and this 
fometimes, as in the prefent cafe, by thofe very perfons who were not forry for 
fuch murders, but got kingdoms by them. The examples are very numerous both 
in facred and profane hifturies, and feem generally indications of divine vengeance 
en fuch murderers. Nor is it unworthy of remark, that fuch murderers of tyrants 
do it ufually on fuch ill principles, in fuch a cruel manner, and as ready to involve 
the innocent with the guilty, which was the cafe here, chap. i. fe&. 14 and chap. 
ii. (δ. 4. 29 juftly deferved the divine vengeance upon them, Which feems to 
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flored to him as due to his familv. But for Abila * of Ly fa- 
nias, andall that lay at mount Libanus,he beflowed them up- 
on him, as out of his own territories, He alfo made a league 
with this Agrippa, confirmed by oaths, in the middle of the 
forum, in the city of Rome : he alfo took away from Annio- 
chus that kingdom which he was poffeffed of, but gave hima 
certain part of Cilicia and Commagena; Healfo fee Alexan- 
der Ly fimachus, the alabarch, at liberty, who had been kis 
old friend, and fleward to his mother Antonia, but had been 
imprifoned by Caius, whofe fon [Marcus] married Barnice, 
the daughter of Agrippa. But when cus, Alexander's 
fon, was dead, who had married her when fhe was a virgin, 
Agrippa gave her in marriage to his brother Herod, and beg- 
ged for him of Claudius the kingdom of Chalcis. 

2. Now about this time there was a [edition between the 
devs and the Greeks, at the city οἱ Alexandria ; for when 

aius was dead, the nation of the Jews, wiifch had been very 
much mortified under the reign of Caius, and reduced to very 
great diftrefs by the people of Alexandria, recovered itfell, 
and immediately took up their arms to fight for themfelves. 
So Claudius fent an order to the prefident of Egypt, to quict 
that tumult : He alfo fent an ediét, at the requelts of king A- 
grippaand king Herod, both to Alexandna and to Syua, 
whofe contents were as follows : “ Tiberius Claudius Cziar, 
Auguftus, Germanicus, high-prieft, and tribune of the peo 
ple, ordains thus. Since 1 am affured that the Jews of Alex- 
andria, called Alexandrians, have been joint inhabitants in the 
earlieft times withthe Alexandrians, and have obtained frum 
their kings equal privileges with them, as is evident by the 
public records that are in their poffeflion,and the edz&s themn- 
felves ; and that after Alexandria had been fubjeGed to our 
empire by Auguftus, their rights and privileges have been 
preferved by thofe prefidenis who have at divers tumes becn 
fent thither ; and that no difpute had been raifed aboat thole 
rights and privileges, even when Aquila was governor of Al. 


have been the cafe of Jehu alfo, when, be fides the houfe of Ahab, for whofe flauzb- 
ter he had a commission from God, withoutany uch commission, any juftice of 
commiferation, he killed Ahab’s great men, and acquaintance, and pricfls, 24 
Borty-two of the kindred of Ahazian, 2 Kings x. 11: —1g See Holi 4. Idon 
mean here to condemn Ehud or Jucith, or the like executioners of God's Fer 
geance on thofe wicked tyrauts who had unjultiy opprefled Goc’s own peop.< 
under their theocricy ; who, as ehey appear étill to have bad no feifich defiges ret 
intentions to fluy the innocent, fo had they ftilla divine commission, of a ¢isce 
impulfe, which was their commission for what they did, Judg. iil. 25, 19, 33 
judith ix. a. Teft. Levi fe. 5 in Authent. Rec. p. gia. See alto page 433 
* Here St. Luke is in fome meafure confirmed, when be isforms us, chap. tt. 1. 
that Lyfanias was fom: time before tetrarch of Abilene, whofe capital was Abia i 
as be is farther confirmed by Ptoximy, the great geographer, which Spanbcim Set: 
obferves, when he calls that city .7 1.6 of Lifantas. See the pote on B. XVII. ch. 
xi. fe&. 4. Vol. II. and Prid. at the years 36. and 22. Tefteem this prnc- 
pality to have belonged to the land of Canasn originally, to bave beea the bury 4g 
place of Abel, and referred to as fuch, Mist. xxuun. 95. Luke xi, 51. See Axe. 
euot, Rec. Part 1]. p 883~—835. - 
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exandria; and that when the Jewifh ethnarch was dead, Au- 
guftus did not prohibit the making fuch ethnarchs, as will- 
ing that all men, fhould be fo fubje&t [to the Romans | as to con- 
tinue in the obfervation of their own cuftoms, and ‘not be for- 
ced to tranfgrefs the ancient rules of their own country-reli- 
gion; but thatin the time of Caius the Alexandrians became 
infolent towards the Jews that were among them, which Cai- 
us out ot his great madnefs, and want otf underftanding, re- 
duced the nation of the Jews very low, becaufe they would 
not tranfgrefs the religious worfhip of their country, and call 
him agod. I will, therefore, that the nation of the Jews be 
not deprived of their rights and privileges, on account of the 
madnefy of Caius ; but that thofe rights and privileges, which 
they formerly enjoyed, be preferved tothem, and that they 
may continue in their own cuftoms. And I charge both par- 
ties to take very great care that no troubles may arife after the 
promulgation of this ediét.” - . 
3. And fuch were the contents of this edi& on behalf of the 
jews that was fent to Alexandria. But the ediét that was 
ent into the other parts of the habitable earth was this which 
follows : “ Tiberius Claudius Cefar, Auguftus, Germanicus, 
high-prieft, tribune of the people, chofen conful the fecond 
time, ordains thus. Upon the petition οἱ king Agrippa, and 
king Herod, who are perfons very dear to me, that I would 
grant the fame rights and privileges, fhould be preferved to 
the Jews which arc inall the Roman empire, which I have 
granted to thofe ot Alexandria, I very willingly comply there- 
with ; and this grant I make not only for the fake of the pe- 
titioners, but as judging thofe Jews for whom I have been pe- 
titioned worthy of fuch a favour, on account of their fidelity 
and friendfhip tothe Romans. Ithinkit alfo very juft that 
no Grecian city fhould be deprived of Τὰς ἢ rights and privite- 
ges, fince they were preferved to them under the great Au- 
guftus. It will therefore be fit to permit the jews, who are in 
all the world under us, to keep their ancient cuftoms, without 
being hindered fotodo. And Ido charge them aifo to ufe 
this my kindnefs to them with moderation, and not to fhew 
a contempt of the fuperftitions obfervances of other nations, 
butto keep their own laws only. And I will that this decree 
οἵ mine be engraven on tables hy the magiftrates of the cities 
and colonies, and municipal places, both thofe within Italy, 
and thofe without it, both kings and governors, by she means 
of the ambaffadors, and to have them expofed to the public 
for full thirty days, in fuch aplace *, whence it may plainly 
be read from the ground.” 


* This form was fo known and frequent among the Romons, 2s Dr Hudfon 
here tells us, from the great Selden, tbat it ufed to be thus reprefented at the bottom 
of their edi&ts by the initial letters only, U. 2. P. R. L. P. Uede De Plano Rec~ 
de μερὶ Pofft. ‘ Whence it may plainly be sead from the ground.” 
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CHAP. VI. 


What things were done by Agrippa at Ferufslem, τι δα hew:: 
returned backinto Judea: And what τὲ was that Petroniss 
wrote to thetnhabitants of Doris, 1n behalf cf the Jews. 


§ 1. OW Claudius Cefar, by thefe decrees of his wh:.5 

was fent to Alexandria, and to all che habitable eart. 
made known what opinion he had of the Jews. So he for 
fent Agrippa away, totabe his kingdom, now he was advas- 
ced toa more illuftrious dignity than before, and fent letters: 
the prefidents and procurators of the provinces, that they fhou:? 
treat him very kindly. Accordingly he returned in hafte, as 
was likely he would, now he returned in much greater pro'- 
perity than he had before. He alfo cameto Jerufalem, and 0:- 
tered all the facrifices that belonged to him, and omitied no:5- 
ing * which the law required; on which account he ordaincJ 
that many of the Nazarites fhould have their heads fhorn. Azd 
for the golden cbain which had been given him by Caius, ot 
equal weight with that iron chain wherewith his royal hands 
had been bound, be hung it up within the limits of the tempie, 
over the treafury +, that it might be a memorial of the fevere 
fate he had lain under, and ateftimony of his change for the 
better ; that it might be a demonftration how the greateft pro!- 
perity may have a fall, and that God fometimes railes up whe! 
is fallen down : For this chain thus dedicated afforded a doc- 
ument to all men, that king Agrippa had been once bound 15 
a chain fora {mall caufe, but recovered his former dignity 3- 
gain; anda little while afterward got out of his bonds aod 
was advanced to be a more illuftrious king than he was before. 
Whence men may underftand, that all that partake of hum2n 
nature, how great foever they are, may fall; and that tho‘c 
that fall may gain their former illuftrious dignity again. 

2. And when Agrippa had entirely finithed all the duties of 
the divine worfhip, he removed Theophilus, the fon of Ane- 
nius from the high prieflhood, and beflowed that honour of bis 
on Simon, the fon of Boethus, whofe name was alfo Canthe- 
ras, whofe daughter king Herod had married, as 1 have relat- 
ed above. Simon, therefore bad the [high] priefthood wiih 
his brethren, and with his tather, in like manner as the {ons 


Φ Jofepbus fhews both here and ch. vii. fe& 4. that he had a much greater opi?- 
ion of k ing Agrippa I than Simon the leamed rabbi, than the people of Selarea 
and Sebafte, ch. vii. £&. 4 and ch. ix. fe&. 1, and indeed than his double deal- 
ing between the fenate and Claudius, chap. iv. fect. 2. than his flaughter of Jams, 
the brother of John, and his imprifonment of Peter, or his vain glorious behav- 
sour before he died, both in A@s xii. 1, 2, 3. and here, ch. iv. fe@. 1. will jutti- 
fy or allow. Jofephus’s chara&te: was probably taken from his fon Agrippe [υπ. 

+ This trealury-chamber feemsto have been the very fame.in which our Saviout 
taught, and where the people offered their charity-money for the repairs or other ὑ5 
fes of the temple. Mark xii. 41, ἄς, Luke xxi, 1. John viii, 32. 
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of Simon, the fon of Onias, who were three, had it fortnerly 
under the government of the Macedonians, as we hiave related ἢ 
in a former book, | ᾿ 
4. When the king bad fettled the high-priefthiood after this 
manner, he returned the kindnefs which the tababitants of 
Jerufalem had fhewed him ; fot be releafed them from the taz 
upon houfes, every ene of which paid it Before, thanking ita 
gvod thing to requite the tender affection of thofe that bved 
him. He allo made Silus the general ot his toices, 48 a man, 
who had partaken with him in many pf his troubles.. But af- 
ter a very little while the young men of Doris, preferring a 
rafh attempt before piety, and being naturally bold and info- 
lent, carried a flatue of Cafar into a fynagogue of the Jews, 
and erefted it there. This procedure of theirs greatly pro- 
voked Agrippa; for it plainly tended to the dilfglution of t he 
Jawsof his country. So he came without delay to Publius 
Petronius, who was then prefident of Syria, and atcufed the. 
people of Doris. Nor did he lefs refent what was done than 
did Agrippa ; for he judged it a piece of impiety to tranfgrels 
the laws that regulate the aétions gf ‘men. So he wrote the 
following letter to the people of Doris in an angry ftrein : 
“* Publius Petronius, the prefident under Tiberius Clandius 
Cefar Auguftus Germanicus, to the magiftrates ot Doris, 
ordains as tollows : Since fome ot you have had the boldnefs, 
or madnefs rather, after the edi&t of Claudius Cafar Auguf- 
tus Germanicus was publifhed, for permitting the Jews to 
obferve the laws of their country, not to obey the fame, but 
have aéted in entire oppofition thereto, as forbidding the Jews 
to aflemble tagether in the fynagogue, by removing Cefar’s 
ftatue, and fetting it up therein, and thereby have offended 
not only the Jews, but the emperor thimfelf, whefe ftatue is 
more commodioufly placed in bis own temple, than ina tor- 
eign one, where is the place of aflembling together ; while it 
is but a part of natural juftice, that every one fhould have the 
power over the place belonging pecultarly to themfelves ac- 
cording tothe determination ot Cefar ; to lay nothing of my 
own determination, which it would be ridiculous to mention 
alter the emperor's editt, which gives tbe Jews leave to make 
ule of their own customs, as alfo gives order, that they enjoy 
equally the rights of citizens with the Greeks themfelves. [ 
therefore ordain, that Proculus Vitelius the centurion bring 
thofe men to .me, who, contrary to guftus’s editt, have 
been fo infolent as to dothis thing, at witch thofe very men, 
who appear to be of prineipal reputation among them, have 
an indignation alfo, and allege tor themfelves, that it was not 
done with their confent, but by the violence of the multitude, 
that they might give an account of what hath been done. } 
alfo exhort the principal magiitrates among them, unlefs they 
have a mind to have this atlion efteemed to be one with their 
confent, and to inform the centurion ot thofe that were guilty 
VoL. II. .E3 
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of it, and take care that no handle be hence taken for raifing a 
fedition or quarrel amorg them ; which thofe feem to me to 
bunt after, who encourage fuch doings ; while both I myfelf, 
and king Agrippa, for whom I have the higheft honour, have 
nothing more under our care, than that the nation of the Jews 
may have no occafion given them uf getting together under 
the pretence of avenging themfelves and become tumultuous. 
And that it may be more publicly known what Auguftus hath 
refolved about this whole matter, 1 have fubjoined thofe ediGs 
which he hath lately caufedto be publifhed at Alexandra, 
and which, although they may be well known to all, yet did 
king Agrippa, for -whoni 1 have the higheft hononr, read 
them at that time before my tribunal, and pleaded that the 
jews ought not to be deprived of thufe rights which Auguftcs 

ath granted them. I theretore charge you, that you do Det, 
for the timte to come feek for any occafion of fedition or dif- 
turbance, but that every one be allowed to follow their own 
yeligious cuftoms.” - 

4. Thus did Petronius take care of this matter, that fuch 2 
breach of the law might be corre@ed_ and that no fuch thing 
might be attempted atterwards againft the Jews. And now 
king Agnppa took the [high] priefthood away from Simon 
Cantheras, and put Jonathan, the fon of Ananus, into it again, 
and owned that he was more worthy of that dignity than 
other. But this was not ἃ thing acceptable to him, to recover 
that his tormer dignity. So he refufed it, and faid, ‘‘ O king 
J rejoice in the honour thou baft for me and take it kindly, 
that thou wouldeft give me fuch a dignity of thy own incli- 
nations, although God hath judged that 1 am not at all worthy 
of the high priefthood. Iam fatistied with having once put 
on the facred garments ; for I then put them on after a more 
holy manner, than I fhould now receive them again. But it 
thou defireft, that a perfon more worthy than myfelf fhould 
have thishonourable employment, give me leave to name thee 
{uch an one. 1 havea brother that τς pure from all fin againft 
‘God, and of all offences againft thy {felt ; I recommend him 
to thee, as one that is fit tor this dignity.” So the king was 
pleafed with thefe words of his, and paffed by Jonathan, and 
according to his brother’s defire, beflowed the high priefthood 
upon Matthias. Nor was it long before Marcus fucceeded 
Petronius as prefident of Syria. 


Poe 2 
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CHAP. VY. 


Concerning Silas, and on what account tt was that King Agrip- 
pa was angry at him. How Agrippa began to encompafs 
Ferujalem untha Wall ; and what benefits he beftowed on the 
dnkhabitants of Berytus. : , 

δ 1. No Silas, the general of the king’s horfe, becaufe 
he had been faithful to him under aH his mistor- 
aunes, and had never retufed to bea partaker with him in any 
ot his dangers, but had oftentimes undergone the moft hazard- 
ous dangers tor him, was tull of affurance, and thought he 
might expett a fort of equality withthe king, on account of 
the firmnefs of the friendfhip he had fhewed to him. Ace 
cordingly, he would no where let the king fit as his fuperior, 
and took the like liberty in fpeaking to him upon all occa. . 
fions ; till he became troublefome to the king, when they were. 
merry together, extolling himfelt beyond meafure, and of pute 
ting the king in mind of the'feverity he had undergone, that 
he might, by way of oftentation, demonftrate what zeal he had 
fhewed in his fervice ; and was continually harping upon this 
ftring, what pains he had taken for him, and much enlarged 
ftill upon that fubje&. The repetition of this fo trequently 
feemed to reproach the king, infomuch that he took the un- 
governable liberty of talking very ill at his hands. For the 
commemoration of times, when men have been under igno- 
miny, is by no means agreeable to them ; and he 1s a very fil. 
ly man, who is perpetually relating 20 a perfon what kindnefs 
he had done him. At lait, theretore Silas had fo thoroughly 
provoked the king’s indignation, that he aéted rather out-of 
paffion than good confideration, and did not only tura Silas 
out of his place, as general of his horfe, but fent him in bonds 
into his own coun'ry. But the edge of his anger wore off by 
Jength of time, and made room for more juft reafonings as to 
his judgment about this man, and he confidered how many k. 
bours he had undergone for his fake. So when Agrippa was 
folemnizing his birth-day, and he gave feftival entertainments 
to all his fubjefts, he fent for Silas on the fudden to he his 
gueft. But, ashe was avery frank man, he thought he had 
now a juft handle given him to be angry ; which he could 
not conceal from thofe that came for him, but faid to them, 
** What honour is this the king invites me to, which ] cone 
clude will foon be over? For the king hath not let me keep 
thofe origjnal marks of the good-will 1 bore him, whichI once 
had from him ; but he hath plundered me, and that‘ unjuftly 
alfo. Does he think, that I leave off that liberty of fpeech, 
which, upon the con{cioufnefs of my deferts, I thallufe more 
loudly than before, and fhall relate how many misfortunes § 
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have delivered him from ? how many labours I have under- 
gone for him, whereby I procured him deliverance and re- 
{pe& ? asa reward for whnich.f have borne the hardthips of 
bonds anda dark prifon. I fhall never forget this ufage. 
Nay, perhaps, my very font whert « is departed ont of the 
body, will not forget the glorious aftrons I did on hes ac- 
count.” Tins was the clamour he made, and he ordered the 
meffengers to tell it to the king. So he perceived, that Silas 
was incurable in his folly, and {till fuffered him to lie in pni- 


on. . 

2. As for the walls of Jerufalem, that were adjoining to the 
new city [ Bezetha,}] he repaired them at the expence of the 
public, and built them wider in breadth, and bigher m ait:- 
tude ; and he had made them too ftreng for all human power 
to demohth, unlefs Marcus, the then préfident of Syma, had 
by letter intormed Claudius Cafar of what he was doing. 
And when Claudius had fome fufpicion of atrempts tor inno- 
vation, he fent to Agrippa to leave off the buildmg of thofe 
walls prefently. So he obeyed, as not tinnking x proper ta 
contradi& Claedius. 

. Now this king was by nature very beneficent, and liber. 
al in his gifts, and very ambitious to oblige people with fach 
large donations ; and he made himfelt very illuftrious by the 
many chargeable prefents he made them, He took delight in 
giving, aud rejoicing in living with good reputation. He wat 
not at all Iske that Herod who reigned before him; for that 
Herod was ill-natured, and fevere in his punifhments, and had 
no mercy on them that he hated ; and every one perceived, 
that he was more triendly tothe Greeks than to the Jews ; for 
Ke adorned foreign cites with large prefents in meney ; with 
building therm baths and theatres befides; nay, in fome of thofe 
places, he.ere€ted temples, and porticoes in others ; but he 
did not vouchfate to raife one of the leaft edifices in any Jew- 
ith city, or make them any donation that was worth mention- 
ἴῃ. ut Agrippa’s temper was mild and. equally jiberal to 
dll men. He was humane to foreigners, and made them fen- 
fible of his liberality. He was in like manner rathor ot a gen- 
tle and compaflionate temper. Accordingly he loved to live 
continually at Jerufalem, ahd was exaétly careful in the ob- 
fervance of the laws of his country. He therefore kept him- 
felt entirely Pure ; nor did any day pafg over his head without 
its appointed facrifice. 

4. However, there was a certain man of the Jewifh nation 
at Jerufalem. who appeared to be very accurate in the knowl- 
edge of the law. His name was Simon. This man got to- 
gether an affembly, while the king was abfent at Cefarea, and 

d the infolence to accufe him as not living holily, and that 
he might juftly be excluded out of the temple, fince it be- 
Jonged only to native Jews. But the general of Agrippa’s 
army informed him, that Simon had made fech a fpeech 16 
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tlre people. - So the king fent for htin'> and, as he was fnti 
in the theatre, he bid hinr fit down by him, ard: faid te bie 
with a low and gentle voice, “ What το there done in thie plaod 
that ts contrary tothe law ν᾿ But he had nothing to fay for 
_ hamatelf, bat begged bre pardon. So the king was more ea 
fly reconciled to him than ene could have imagined, as efs 
téeming mitdnéfs a better quality ia ἃ king than anger, and 
knowing that moderation 18 more becomimg im great men 
than pafiion. So he made Simon a {mall prefent, and dif 
miffed him. | 

5. Now. as Agrippa was a great bunder ir many places, he 
paid a peculiar regard to the people of Berytus ; he ere&ts 
ed a theatre ter them, fuperior to many other of thas fort, 
both in fumptuoufnefs and elegance, as alfo an amphitheatre, 
barlt at vaft expences ; and, befides thefe, he buile them baths 
and porticoes, and fpared tor no colts in any οἵ his edtfices, | 
to render them both handfome and large.. He alfo fpent a 
gteat deal upoa their dedication, and exhibited thows upon 
them, and brought thither maficians of all forts, and {uch as 
‘rhade the moft delightful mufie of the greate&# variety. He 
alfo itewed his magnificence upon the theatre, in his great 
number of gladiators ; and therd it was that he exhibited thd 
feveral antagomiits, in order to pieafe the {petators ; no tewer 
mdeed than feven hundred men to fight with feven hundred 
other mén *; and allotted all the maletaftors he had for ths 
exetcife, that both the malefa&tors might recieve their pun- 
ilhyrent, ard that this operation of war might be a recreation 
yn peace. And thus were thefe criminals all deftroyed at ons¢, 


CHAP. VIL 


What other A&s were done by Agrippa until his Death; and 
ajler what manner he Died. 


$n WHEN Agrippa had finifhed what I have above re, 
lated at Berytus, hé removed to Tiberius, a city - 
of Galilée. Now he was in great efteem among other kings. 
Accordingly there came to him Antiochus king of Comma- 
gena, Sampligeramus king of Emefa, and Cotys who was 
king of the leffer Armenia, and Polemo, who was king of 
Pontus, as alfo Herod his brother, who was king ot Chalcis. 
All thefe he treated with agreeable entertainments, and atter 
an obliging manner. and {fo to exhibit the greatnefs of his 
mind, and fo as to appear‘worthy of thofe refpeéts which the 
kings paid to him, by coming thus to fee him. However, 
wiiuie théfe kings flaid with him, Marcus the prefident οὗ 


* A firange number of condemned criminals to be under the fentence οἱ deara 
at ouce; go lewer, it feeds, than 1400, 
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Syria came thither. So the king 1n order to preferve that re. 
spe& that was due to the Romans, went out of the city to mee 
him, as far as feven furlongs. But this proved to be the be- 
ginning of a difference between him and Marcus ; for he took 
with him in his chariot, thofe other kings as his alleffors. But 
Marcushad a fu{picion what the meaning could be of {o great a 
friend{hip of thefe kings one with another, and did not think 
fo clofe an agreement of fo many potentates tobe tor the in- 
zereft of the Romans. He therefore fent fome οἱ his domefiics 
to. every one of them, and enjoined them to go their ways 
home without farther delay. This was very ill taken by A- 
grtippa, who after that became his enemy. And now he took 
the high priefilhood away from Matthias, and made Elioneus, 
fon of Cantheras, high prieft in his fead. 

2. Now when Agrippa had reigned three years over all Ju- 
dea, he came to the city Cefarea, which was formerly called 
Strato’s Tower ; and there he exhibited fhows in honour of 
Cefar, upon his being informed that there was a certain feft- 
ival celebrated to make vows for his fafety. At which fefts- 
val, a great multitude was gotten together of the principal 
perfons, and {uch as were of dignity through his province. 
On the fecond day of which fhows he put on a garment made 
wholly ot filver, and of a contexture truly wonderful, and 
came into the theatre early in the morning ; at which time 
the filver of his garment being uUluminated by the freth re- 
fleétion of the fun’s says upon it, fhone out after a furprifing 
manner, and was fo ref{plendent agto fpread an horror over 
thofe that looked intently upon him; and prefently his flat- 
terers cried out, one from οἷς place and another from anoth. 
er, (though not for his good), that ‘* he wag a god ;” and they 
added, “ Be thou mercjful to us ; tor although we have-hith- 
erto reverenced thee only as a man, yet thall we hencetorth 
own thee as fuperior to mortal nature.” Upon this the king 
did neither rebuke them, nor reje& their impious flattery. 
But as he prefenuly afterward looked up, he faw an owl * fit. 


* We have e mighty cry made here by fomecritics, as jf the great Eufebias had 
_On purpole fafified this account of Jofephus, fo asto make it agree with the p3- 
rallel account in the atts of the Apoitles ; becaufe the prefent copies of his citat. on 
of it, Hift. Ecclef. Β. II. ch. x. omit the words Buewra—tal χοινία 119B-, i c. 
an owl—on a certain rope, which Jolephus’s prefent copies retain, and only have 
the explicatory word ἄγ[ελον» or angel ; as if he meant that angel of the Lore, 
which St. Luke mentions as {miting Herod, A&s xii. 23. and not that owl which 
Jofephus called an ange/ or meffenger formerly of good, but new of bad news to A- 
gtippa. This accufation is a iomewhat ftrange one in the cafe of the great Eufebius, 
who is known to have fo accurate'y and faithfully produced a vaft number of othet 
ancient records and particular.y n ta few out of our Jofephus alfo, without any 
fu{picion of prevarication. Now, not to allege how uncestain we are, whether Jo- 
fephus’s and Eufebiud’s copies of the fourth century were juft like the prefent is 
this claufe, which we have no difli:.a evidence of, the following words, preferved 
ftillin Eufedius, will not admit of sny fuch expofition. This [brrd)} fays Eulebi- 
us, Agri! ba prefently perceived to ie the caufe of li fortune, as ἐξ was once of gers 
fortune to him ; which can only kelong to that bird the ea, which, as it had fer 
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ting, on a certain rope’ over his head, and_ immediately under- 
ftood, that this bird ‘was the meffenger of ill tidings, as it had 
once been the-meffenger of good tidings to him ; and fell in- 
to the deepeft forrow. A. fevere pain alfo arofe in his belly, 
. and began in a moft violent manner. He. therefore looked 
upon his friends, and faid, “1, whom you call a god, am 
commanded prefently todepart this lite; while providence 
shus reproves the lying words you juft now faid tome; and 
I, who was by you cabled immortal, am immediately to be 
hurried away by death. But 1am bound to accept of what 
providence allots, as it pleafes God; tor we have by no means 
lived ill, but ina fplendid and-happy manner.” When he 
{aid this, his pain was become violent. Accordingly he was 
carried into the palace ; andthe rumour went abroad every 
where, that he would certainly die in a littletime. But the 
multitude prefently fat in fackcloth, with their wives and chil« 
dren, after the law of their country, and befought God for 
the king’s recovery. All places were alfo full of mourning 
and lamentation. Now the king, refted in a high chamber, 
and as he faw them below lying proftrate on the ground, he 
could not himfelf forbear weeping. And when he had been 
quite worn out by the pain in his belly for five days. he de- 
parted this ife; being in the fitty-fourth year of his age, and 
in the feventh year of his reign ; for he reigned four year¢ 
under Caius Cafar, three of them were over Philip’s Te- 
trarchy only, andon the fourth he had that of Herod added 
to it; and he reigned, befides. thofe, three years under the 
reign of Claudius.Czfar. In which time he reigned over the 
forementioned countries, andalfo had. Judea added to them, as 
well as Samaria and Cefarea. Therevenues that he received out 
of them were very great, no lefs than twelve * millions of 
drachmz. Yet did he borrow great fums from others; for 
he was fo very liberal that his expences exceeded his incomes, 
and his generofity was boundlefs.t 


merly forboded this happy deliverance from tmprifonment, Antiq. B. XVII. ch. 
vi. § 7. Vol. IT. fo was it then foretold to prove afterward the unhappy. forerunser 
of his death in five days time. If the improper word αὐτιον, or cau/c, be changed 
for Jofephus’s prover word ἄγίελον, angel ut mefonger, and the foregoing words, 
βυδῶνκα---ὐπὶ χωνιὼ τινῶν, be inferted, Eufebius’s text will truly reprelent that 
in Jofephus. Had this imperfe€tion been in fome heathen author, that was in good 
efteem with our modern criticks, they would have r-adily corrected thefe, as barely _ 
errors in the copies ; but being in an ancient Chriftian writer, net fo well relifhed 
by many of thofe critics, nothing will ferve but the ill grounded fappofal of wilfué 
corruption and prevarication. 

* This fum of 12,000,000 drachme, which is equal ta 3,000,000 shekels,s. ¢3 
at 2 10d. ashekel, equal to 425,000/. flerling, was Agrippa the Great's ycarly ic 
come, or about three quarters of his grand-fathar Herod's income ; he having abat- 
ed the tax upon houfes at Jerufalem, ch. vi. § g. and was net fo tyrannical as he 
had been to the Jews. Seethe note on Antiq B. XVII. ch. xi, § 4. VoL ID A 
Jerge {um this! but not, it feems, fufficint for his extravagant expences. 

_ t Reland takes notice here, not improperly, that Jofephus omits the reconcilias 
tion of this Herod Agrippa te the Tyrians and Sidonians by the means of Blaflus 


—- 
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3. But before the multitude were made acquainted with A- 
grippa’s being expired, Herod the king of Chaidis, and Hei- 
cias the mafter of his horfe, and the king’s friend, fent A- 
rifto, one of the king’s moft faithful fervants, and flew Silas, 
who had been their enemy, 3¢ if πὶ had beert done by the 
king's own command. 


CHAP. 1X. 


What things were done after the Death of Agrippa; and hew 
Claudius, on account of the Youth and Unfhiltulnefs of 4. 
grippa Fumor, Sent Cufpias Fadus tobe Procurator af Fu- 
dea, and of the entire Kingdom. . ; 


I. ND thus did King Agrippa depart this Irfe. But 
᾿ A he left behind hin a fon, Agrippa by name, a yout) 
in the feventeenth year of his age, and three daughters ; one 
of which, Bernice, was married to Herod his father’s broth- 
er, and was fixteen ycars old ; the other two, Mariamne and 
Drufiila, were ftitll virgins ; the former was ten years old, and 
Drufilla fix. Now thefe his daughters were thus efpouled by 
their father, Mariamne to Julius Archelaus Epiphanes, the 
fon of Antiochus, the fon of Chelcias, and Drufilla to the 
king οἱ Cammagena. - But when it was known that Agrippa 
‘was departed this lite, the inhabitants of Cefarea and of Sebafte 
forgot the kindnefles he had beftowed an them, and afted the 

art of the bittereft enemies ; for they caft {uch reproachs up- 
on the deceafed ag are not fit to be fpoken of ; and fo many 
gt them as were then foldiers, which were a great number, 
went to his houfe, and haftily carried off the ftatues * of this 
king’s daughters, and all at once carried them into the broth- 
εἰ houfes, and, when they had fet them on the tops of thole 
houfes, they abufed them to the utmoft of their power, and 
did fych things to them as are too indecent to be related. They 
alfo laid themfelves down in public places, and celebrated 
@eneral feafting, with garlands on their heads. aud with oint- 
ments and libations to Charon, apd drinking to one another 
for joy that the king wasexpired. Nay, they were not ouly 
unmindtul of Agrippa, who had extended his liberality τὸ. 
them in abundance, but of his grandfather Herod alfo, who 
had himfelt rebuilt their cities, and had raifed them havens 
and temples at vaft expences. 

2. Now Agrippa the fon of the deceafed, was at Rome, and 


the king’s chamberlain, mentioned A&s xii. 20. Nor is there any hiftory in tb 
world io complete, as to omit nothing that other h ftorians take notice of, ualefs 
the one be taken out of the other, and accommodated to it. 

* Photius, who made an extract out οἵ this fection, {ays, they were not the Qat- 
ues or images, but the ladies themiclves, which were thus balely abuted by the 
foldiers. Cod. CCXXAVITE. 
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brought up with Claudius Cefar. And when Cefar was in- 
formed that Agrippa was dead, and that the inhabitants of Se- 
bafte and Cefarea had abuled him, he was forry for the τίς 
news, and was difpleafed at the ingratitude of thofe cities. 
He was therefore difpofed to fend Agrippa junior away pref- 
ently to fucceed his father in the kingdom, and was willing to 
confirm him in it by his oath. But thofe freed men and 
friends of his, who had the greateft' authority with him, dif- 
fuaded him from it, and laid. that ‘* it was a ddngerous exper- 
iment to permit fo large a kingdom to come under the gov- 
ernment of fo very young a man, and one hardly yet arrived 
at years of difcretion, who would not be able to take fuficient 
care of its adminiftration ; while the weight of a kingdom is 
heavy enough toa grown man.” So Cefar thought what 
they faid to be reafonable. Accordingly he fent Culpius Fa- 
dus to be procurator of Judea, and of the entire kingdom. and 
paid that refpe&t to the deceafed, as not to introduce Marcus, 
who had been at variance with him, into his kingdom. But 
he determined in the firft place, to fend ordersto Fadus, .that 
he fhould chaftife the inhabitants of Cefarea and Sebafte for 
thofe abufes they had offered to him that was deceafed, and 
their madnefs toward his daughters that were flill alive ; and 
that he fhould remove that body of foldiers that were at Celd- 
rea and Sebafte, with the five regiments into Pontus, that they 
might do their military duty there, and that he (hould choote 
an equal number ot foldiers out of the Roman legions, that 
were in Syria to fupply their place. Yet were not thofe that 
had fuch orders a€tually removed ; for by fending ambhafladors 
to Claudius they, mollified him, and got leave to abide in Ju- 
dea ftill ; and thefe were the very men that became the fource 
of very great calamities to the Jews in after times, and fowed 
the feeds of that war which began under Florus ; whence it 
was, that when Vefpafian had fubdued the country, he remov- 
ed them out of his province, as we fhall relate hereafter*. 


* This hiflory is now wasting. 


Vor. IL. #F3 
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BOOK Xx. 


Containing the interval of twenty-two years. 


[From Fapws the Procurator to FLorus. | 


CHAP. 1 


A Sedition of the Philadelphians againft the Jews; and αἰΐν 
concerning the Veflments of the High Prieft. 


§ 1. PON the death of king Agrippg, which we have re- 
lated inthe foregoing book, Claudius Cefar fent 
Caffius Longinus, as fucceffor to Marcus, out οἵ regard to the 
memory of king Agrippa, who had often defired of him by 
Jetters, while he was alive, that he would not fuffer Marcus to 
be any longer prefident of Syria. But Fadus, as foon as he 
‘was come procurator into Judea, found quarrelfome doings 
between the Jews that dwelt in Perea, and the people of Phila- 
delphia, about their borders, at a village called Mua, that was 
filled with men of a warlike temper ; for the Jews of Perea 
had taken up arms without the confent of their principal men, 
and had deftroyed many of the Philadelphians. -When Fa- 
dus was intormed of this procedure. it provoked him very 
much. that they had not left the determination of the matter 
to him, if they thought that the Philadelphians had done therm 
any wrong, but had rafhly taken up arms againit them. So he 
feized upon three of their principal men, who were alfo the 
eaufes of this {edition, and ordered them to be bound, and af- 
terward had one ot them flain, whofe name was Hannibal, and 
he banifhed the other two Amram and Eleazar. Tholomy al- 
fo, the arch robber, was, after fome time brought to bim 
bound and flain, but not till he had done a world of mifchiet 
to Idumea, and the Arabians. And indeed, from that time 
pode was cleared of robberies by the care and providence of 
adus. He alfo at this time fent tor the high-priefts and the 
principal citizens of Jerufalem. and this at the commands of 
the emperor, and admonifhed them, that they fhould lay up 
the long garment, and the facred veftment, which itis cuftom- 
ary tor nobody but the high prieft to wear, in the tower of 
Antonia, that it might be under the power of the Romans, as 
it had been formerly. Now the Jews durft not contradi& 
what be had faid, but defired Fadus, however, and Longinus, 


Φ 
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(which laft was come to Jerafalem, and had brought a great 
army with him. out of a fear that the [rigid injunétions of Fa- 
dus fhould force the Jews to rebel,) that they might, in the 
firft place, have leave to fend ambaffadors to Cefar to petition 
him, that they may have the holy veftments under their own - 

ower, and that, in the next place, they would tarry till they 
Knew what anfwer Claudius would give to that their requeit. 
So thev replied, that they would give them leave to fend their 
ambafladors, provided they would give them their fons as 
pledges [ for their peaceable behaviour.] And when they had 
agreed fo to dq, and had given them the pledges they defired, 
the ambaffadors were fent accordingly. But when, upon their 
coming to Rome, Agrippa junior, the fon of the deceafed, un. 
derftoad the reafon why they came, (for he dwelt with Clau- 
‘dius Czefar, as we faid before,) he befought Czfar to grant 
the Jews their requeft about the holy veftments, and to-fend a 
meflage to Fadus accordingly. 

2. Hereupon Claudius called for the ambaffadors, and told 
them, That “ he granted their requeft ;” and bade them to re. 
turn their thanks to Agrippa for this favour, which had been 
beftowed on them upon this intreaty. And, befides thefe an- 
fwers of his, he fent the following letter by them: “ Claudi- 
us Cafar Germanicus, tribune of the people the fifth time, 
and defigned conful the fourth time, and imperator the tenth 
time, the tather of his country, to the magiftrates, fenate, and 

eople, and the whole nation of the acs fendeth greeting. 
pon the prefentation of your ambafladors to me by Agrip. 
pa. my friend, whom I have brought up, and have now with 
me, and who 15 ἃ perfon of very great piety, whoare come to 
give me thanks for the care 1 have taken of your nation, and 
to entreat me, in an earneft and obliging manner, that they 
may have the holy veftments, with the crown belonging to 
them, under their power ; I grant their requeft, as that excel. 
lent perfon Vitellius, who is very dear to me, had done be. 
fore me. AndI have complied with your defire; in the firk 
lace, out of regard to that piety which I profefs, and becaufg 
T would have every one worfhip God according to the laws 
of their own country ; and this I do alfo becaufe I fhall here- 
by highly gratify king Herod, and Agrippa junior, whofe fa- 
cred regards to me and earneft good-will to you, I am well ac- 
quainted with, and with whom I have the greateft friendthip, 
- and whom I highly efteem, and look on as perfons of the beft 
chara&ter. Now I have written about thefe affairs to Cufpius 
Fadus, my procurator, The names of thofe that brought me 
our letter are, Cornelius, the fon of Cero, Trypho the fon of 
heudio, Dorotheus the fon ot Nathaniel, and John the fon 
of John. This letter is dated betore the fourth of the calends 
of July, when Rufus and Pompeius Sylvanus are confuls. 
%. Herod alfo, the brother of the deceafed Agrippa, who 
was then poffeffed of the royal authority over Chalcis, peti. 
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tioned Claudius Czfar for the authority over the temple, and 
the money οἱ the facred treafure, and the choice of the hig h- 
priefts, and obtained all that he petitioned for. - So that after 
that time this authority continued among * a}\ his defcendanrs 
till the end of the war. Accordingly Herod removed the ᾿δῇ 
high- prieft, called Cantheras, and beftowed that dignity on his 
{uccellor Jofeph the fon of Camus. 


CHAP. UH. 


How Helena, the Queen of Adiabene, and her fon Izates embra. 
ced the Fewifh religion; and how Helena fupplied the poor 
with corn, when there was a great famine at Ferufalem. 


§ 1. A Bout this time it was that Helena, queen of A. 

diabene, and her fon Izates changed their courfe of 
life, andembraced the Jewifh cuftoms, and this on the occa- 
fion following: Monobazus, the king otsAdiabene, who had 
aliothe name of Bazeus, fell in love with his fifler Helena, 
and took her to be his wife, ard begat herwith child. Butas 
he was in bed with her one night, he laid his hand upon his 
wite’s belly, and fell afleep and feemed to hear a voice. which 
bid him take his hand off his wife’s belly, and not hurt the in- 
fant that was therein, which, by God’s providence, would be 
fately born, and have an happy end. This voice put him in- 
to diforder; fo he awaked immediately, and told the ftory to 
his wife ; and when his fon was born, he called him Izates. 
He had indeed Monobazus, his elder brother, by Helena al- 
fo, as he had other fons by other wives befides. Yet did he 
openly place all his affeétions onthis hig only begotten + fon 
Izates, which was the origin af that envy which his other 
brethren, by the fame father. bore to him; while on this ac- 
count they hated him more and more, and were all'under great 
afflidiion that their father fhould preter Izates beforethem. Now 
although their father were very fenfible of thefe their paflions, 
yet did he torgive them, as not indulging thofe paffions out of 
an ill difpofition, but out of a defire each of them had to he 
beloved by their father. However, he fent Izates, with many 
prefents, to Abennerig, the king of Charax-Spafini, and that 
out οἱ the great dread he was in about him, left he thould 


* Here is forre error in the copies, or miflake in Jofephus; for the power of ap- 
pointing high-priefts, after Herod king of Chalcis was dead, and Agrippa junior 
was made king of Chalcis in his room, belonging to him, and he exerciled the fame 
all along till Jerusalem was deftroyed, as Jofephus eifewhere informs us, ch. viii. 
dc€t. 8. 13. ch. ix. fe€t. 1, 4. 6, 7. 

+ Jolephus here ules the word μονογενῆ an only begotten fon, for no other than 
one fe/? beloved, as does both the Old and New Teftament, I mean where there, 
were one or more fons befides, Gen. xxii. 4, Heb. xiv 1). See the note on B 3. 
ch. xiii, fe€. 2. Vol. I. | 
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come to fome misfortune by the hatred his brethren hore him ; 
and he committed his fon’s prefervation tohim. Upon which 
Ahbennerig gladly received the young man, and had a great 
affe€tion for him ;and married him to his own daughter, whofe 
name was Samacha: He alfo beftowed a country upon him, 
from which he received large revenues. 

2. But when Monobazus was grown old, and faw that he 
had buta little time to live, he hada mind to come to the fight 
of his fon before he died. So he fert for him, and embraced 
him atter the moft affe&tionate manner and beftowed on him 
the country called Carr@ ; it was afoil that bare ammomum 
in great plenty : There are alfo in it the remains of that ark, 
wherein 1 ts related that Noah elcaped the deluge, and where 
they are ftill hewn to fuch as are defirous to fee them*. Ac- 
cordingly Izates abode tn that country until his father’s death. 
But the very day that Monobazus died, queen Helena fent for 
ajl the grandees, and governors of the kingdom. and for thofe 
that had the armies committed to their command ; and when 
they were come fhe made the following {peech to them: “1 
believe you are not unacquainted that my hufband was defir- 
ous Izates fhould fucceed him in the government, and thought 
him worthy fo todo. However, I wait your determination ; 
for happy ts he who receives a kingdom not from a fingle per- 

on only, but from the willing fuffrages of a great many.” 
This fhe faid in order to ry. thofe that were invited. and to 
difcover their fentiments. Upon the hearing of which, they 
firft of all paid their homage to the queen, as their cuftom was, 
and then they faid, That ‘* they confirmed the king’s deter. 
mination,and would fubmittoit ; and they rejoiced that Izates’s 
father had preferred him before the reft of his brethren, as be- 
inz agreeable to all their wifhes : But that they were defirous 
firft of all to flay his brethren, and kinfmen, that fo the gov- 
ernment might come fecurely to Izates ; becaufe if they were. 
once deftroyed, all that fear would be over which might arife 
from their hatred and envy tohim.” Helena replied to this, 
That ‘* fhe returned them their thanks for their kindnefs to 
herfelf and to Izates ; but defired that they would however de- 
fer the execution of this flaughter of Izates’s brethren till he 
fhould be there himfelt, and give his approbation to it.” So 
jince thefe men had not prevailed with her, when they advif- 
ed her to flay them, they exhorted her at Jeaft to keep them 
in bonds till he fhould come, and that tor their own fecurity ; 
they alfo gave her counfel to fet up fome one whom fhe could 
put the greatelt truft in, as a governor of the kingdom in the 
meantime. So queen Helena complied with this counfel of 
theirs, and fet up Monobazus, the eldeft fon, to be king, and 


* It is here very remarkable, that the remains of Noah's ark were believed to 
be fill in being in the days of Jofephus. See the noteon B. 1. ch. 3. fe. 5. 
Vol. I. 
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put the diadem upon his head, and gave him his father’s ring, 
with its fignet ; as alfo the ornament which they call Samp/er, 
and exhorted him to adminifter the affairs of the kingdom tl! 
his brother fhould come ; who came fuddenly upon his hear- 
ing that his father was dead, and fucceeded his brother Mon- 
obazus, who religned up the government ta him. 

3. Now during the time Izates abode at Charax-Spafini, a 
certain Jewifh merchant, whofe name was Ananias, gotamong 
the women that belonged to the king, and taught them to wor- 
Πρ God according to the Jewith religion. He, moreover, 
by their means, became known to Izates, and perfuaded him 
jn like manner to embrace that religion ; he alfo. at the earneft 
entreaty of Izates, accompanied him when he was fent for by 
his father to come to Adiabene: It alfo happéned, that Hele- 
na, about the fame time. was inftru Ged by a certain other Jew, 
and went overtothem. But when Izates had taken the king- 
dom and was come to Adiabene, and there faw his brethren, 
and other kinfmen in bonds, he was difpleafed at it ; and as he 
thought it an inftance οἱ impiety cither to flay or to impnion 
them, but ftill thoughe it an hazardous thing for to let them 
have their liberty, with the remembrance of the injuries that 
had been offered them, he fent fome of them and their chil- 
dren for hoftages to Rome to Claudius Cefar, and fent the 
others to Artabanys, the king of Parthia, with the like intea- 
tions. 

4. And when he perceived that his mother was highly pleal- 
ed with the Jewith cuftomas, he made halite to change and to 
‘embrace them entirely ; and as he fuppofed that he could net 
be thoroughly a Jew unlefs he were circumcifed, he was ready 
to have itdone. But when his mother underftood what he 
was about, fhe endeavoured to hinder him from doing it, and 
faid to him, that ‘“ this thing would bring him into danger; 
and that, as he was a king, he would thereby bring himfelf in- 
to great odium among his fubje&s when they fhould ander- 
ftand that he was fo fond-of rites that were to them ftrange and 
foreign ; and that they would never bear to be ruled over by 
a Jew.” This it was that the faid to him, and for the prefent 
perluaded him to forbear. And when he had related what fhe 

ad faid to Ananias, he confirmed what his mother had faid, 
and when he had alfo threatened to leave him, unlefs he con- 
phed with him, he went away from him, and faid, that “ he 
was afraid left fuch an a€tion being once become public to all, 
he fhould himfelt be in danger of pynithment, for having been 
the occafion of it, and having been the king’s inftru@or inac- 
tions that were of ill reputation ; and he faid, that he might 
worfhip God without being circumcifed, even though he did 
refolve to follow the Jewith law entirely, which worthip of 
God was of a fuperior nature to cirgumcifion. He added, 
that God would forgive him, though he did not perform the 
operation, while it was omitted out of necefflity, and for fear 
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of his fubjeéts.” So the king at that time complied with thefe 
perfuafions of Ananias. But afterwards, as he bad not quite 
left off his defire of doing this thing, a certain other Jew that 
came out of Galilee, whofe name was Eleazar, and who was 
efteemed very fkilful in the learning ot his country, perfuad- 
ed him to do the thing ; for as he entered into his palaceto {a- 
lute him, and tound him reading the law οἱ Mofea, he {aid to 
him, ** Thou doft not confider, O king, that thou unjuftly 
breakeft the principal οἱ thofe laws, and art injurious to God 
himfelf, [by omitting to be circumcifed ;] for thou oughteft 
not only to read them, but chiefly to praftife what they enjoin 
thee. How long wilt thou continue uncircumcifed ? But if 
thou haft not yet read the law about circumcifion, and doft 
noi know how great impiety thou art guilty of by negleAing 
it, read itnow.’ When the king had heard what he faid, he 
delayed the thing no longer, but retired to another room, and 
fent tor a furgeon, and did what he was commanded to do. 
He then fent for his mother, and Ananias his tutor, and in- 
formed them that he had done the thing ; upon which they 
were prefently ftruck with aftonifhment and tear, and that to 
a great degree, left the thing fhould be openly difcovered and 
cenfured, and the king fhould hazard the lofs of bis kingdom, 
while his fubje&s would not bear to be governed by a man 
who was fo zealous in another religion ; and left they fhould 
themfelves run fome hazard, becaufe they would be fuppofed 
the occafion of his fo doing. But it'was God * himfelf who 
hindered what they feared from taking effe& ; for he preferv- 
ed both Izates himfelt, and his fons when they fell into many 
dangers, and procured their deliverance when it feemed to be 
impoflible, and demonftrated thereby, that the fruit of piety 
does not perifh as to thofe that have regard to him, and fix 
their faith upon bim only. But thefe events we fhall relate _ 
hereafter. ; 

5. But asto Helenathe king’s mother, when the faw that 
the affairs of Izates’s kingdom were in peace, and that her fon 
was an happy man, and admired among all men, and even a- 
mong foreigners, by the means of God’s providence over him, 
fhe had a mind to go to the city Jerufalem, mn order to wor- 
hip at that temple of God which was fo very famous among 
all men, and to offer her thank-offerings there. So fhe defir- 
ed her fon to give her leave to go tither : Upon which hegave 
confent to what the defired very willingly, and made great 
preparation for her difmiffion, ‘and gave her a great deal ob 
money, and fhe went down tothe city Jerufalem; her fon con- 
du&ling her on her journey a great way. Now her coming 
was of very great advantage to the people of Jerufalem ; for. 


* Jofephus is very full and exprefs in thefe three chapters, iii. iv. and v. in ob- 
ferving how carefully Divine Providence preferved this Izates, king of Adiabene, 
and his fons, while he did what he thought was his bounden duty, aotwithitande 
ing the ftrongeft political motives to the contrary. ᾿ 
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whereas afzmine did opprefs them at that time, and many peo- 
ple died for want of what was neceflary to procure food wirh- 
al, queen Helena fent fome of ber fervants to Alexandria with 
money to buy a great quantity of corn, and others of them τὸ 
Cyprus, to bring a cargo of dried figs. And as foon as they 
were come back, and had brought thofe provifions, which 
was done very quickly, fhe diftriduted food to thofe that werz 
in want of it, and lelt a moft excellent memorial behind he; 
of this benefafiion, which fhe beftowed on our whole natioz. 
And when her fon Izates was informed of this famine, he fent 
great fums of money to the principal men in Jerufalem. How- 
ever, what favours this queen and king conterred upon our 
city Jerufalem fhall be farther related hereafter *. 


CHAP. HI 
How Artabanus the King of Parthia, cut of fear of the ματα 


contrivances of hrs fubjedts againfl him, wentto Izates, and 
was by him reinflatedin his Government; as αὖ how Bars.- 
nes, his fon denounced war again|t [zatcs. 


§ 1. Bu now Artabanus king ot the Parthians, perceiv- 

ing that the governors of the provinces, had frame! 
a plot againit him, did not think it fafe for him to continue 3- 
mong them, but refolved to go to Izates, in hopes of &ndir; 
fome way for his prefervation by his means, and, if pofftbls. 
for his return to his onw dominions. So he came to Izates 
and brought a thoufand of his kindred and fervants with bir, 
and met him upon the road, while he well knew ‘zates, bi: 
Izates, did not know him. When Artabanus {tood near hir:, 
and, in the firft place, worfhipped him. according to the cu:- 
tom. he then faid to him: “Ὁ king, do not thou overloc:: 
me thy fervant, nor do thou proudly reje& the fuir Ε maze 
thee ; for as I am reduced toa low eftate, by the change ot 
fortune, and of a king am become a private man, 1 fland in 
need ot thy affiftance Have regard, therefore, unto the ur- 
certainty of fortune, and efteem the care thou fhalt take of me 
to be taken of thyfelf alfo; for if I be negleéted and my fu>- 
jets go off unpunifhed, many other fubjeéts will become the 
more infolent towards other kings alfo.” And this [peeca 
Artabanus made with tears in his eyes, and with a deje@ed 
countenance. Now as foonas Izatesheard Artabanus’s names, 
and faw him ftand as a fupplicant before him, he leaped down 
from his horfe immediately, and faid to him, ‘‘ Take courage, 


. ἢ This farther account of the benefaétions of Izates and Helena to the Jerualem 
Jews, which Jolephus here promifes, is, I think, mo where performed by him in 
his prefent wor’s. But of this terrible famine itfelf in Judea, take Lr. Hudiun's 
note here ;—“ This (‘ays he) is that famine foretold by Agabus, A@s xi, 28. whica 
happened when Claudins wes coniul the fourth ‘time ; and not that other which 
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Ὁ king, nor be difturbed at thy prefent calamity, as if it were 
inciarable ; for the change of thy fad condition fhall be fud- 
den ; for thod fhalt find me to be more thy friend and thy af- 
fiftant than thy hopes can promife tnee ; for 1 will either re-ef- 
tablifh thee in the kingdom of Parthia, or lofé my own.” Ὁ 
2. When he had faid this, he fent Artabanus upon his horfe, 
and tollowed him on toot in honour of a king whom he own- 
ed as greater than himfelf ; which, when Artabaaus faw, he 
was Very uneafy at it, and and {ware, by. hid prefent fortune 
and honour, that he would get down from his horfe, unlefs 
Izates would get upon his horfe agdin, and go betore him. 
So he complied with his defire, and leaped upon his horfe ; 
and, when he had brought him to his royal palace, he fhewed 
him all forts of refpe@, when they fat together, and he gave 
him the upper place at feftivals alfo, as regarding riot his pref- 
ent fortune, but his tornier dignity, and that upon this confid- 
eration alfo, that the changes of fortune are conimon to all 
men. He alfo wrote to the Parthians, to perfuade them to re- 
ceive Artabanus again ; and gave them his right hand and his 
faith, that he fhould forget what was paft amd done, and that 
he would undertake tor thigas a mediator betweenthem. Now 
the Parthians did not themfelves refufe to receive him again, 
but pleaded that tt was not now in thei: power fo to do; be- 
taufe they Had committed the government to another perfon, 
who had accepted of it, and whofe name was Cirnnamus, and 
that they were afraid left a civil war fhould arife on this ac- 
count. When Cinnamus underftood theif intentions, he 
wrote to Artabanus himlelf, for he had been brought up by 
him, and was of a nature good and gentle alfo, and defid 
him to put confidence int him, and to come and take his own 
dominions again. Accordingly Artabanus trufted him, and 
returned home ; when Cinnamus met him, worthipped him, 
and fatuted him as king, and took the dtadem off his own head, 
and put it onthe head ot Artabantus. Ὁ. 
3. And thus was Artabanus reftofed to his kingdom again 
by the means of Izates, when he had loft it by the means of 
the grandees of the kingdom. Nor was be unmindful of the 
benefits he had conferred upon him, but rewarded him with 
fuch honours as were of greateft efteem airiong them ; tor he 


happened when Claudius was conful the fecond time, and Ca fina was his cblleague, 
as Scatiger faye upon Eufebius, p. 174" Now when jofephus bad laid a lithe 
afterward, ch. v. eft. «. that “. Tiberius Alexandes fuccecdéd Culpius Fadus as 
procurator,’’ he immediately fubjoins, That “ under thele procurators there hap- 
pened a great famine im Judea,” Whence it is plain that this famine continued tor 
Mary years, on account of its dufation under thufe two procusators. Now Fadus 
was not tent imo Judea till after the death of king Agrippa, i ¢. towafds the latter 
end of the gth year of Claudius ; fo that this famine toretoid by Agabus, happened 
wpon the sth, ἄν, and 7th years of Claudius, as fays Valehus on Euteb, [1 12. 
OF this famine alfo, and queen Helena’s {upplies, and her monument, {ce Mofes 
Chorenenfis, p. 144, 145, where it is obferved inzhe notes, thet Paulenias mcationy 
that her monument alfo, 
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gave him leave to wear his tiara upright *, and to fleep upon 
a golden bed, which ase privileges and marks ot honour pe- 
euliar to the kings of Parthia. He alfo cut off a large and 
f{ruittul country trom the king of Armenia, and’ beftowed it 
upon him. The name of the country is NiGSbis, wherein the 
Macedonians had tormerly built that city which.they called 
Antioch of Mygdonia. And: thefe were the honours thet 
were paid Izates by the king of the Parthians. 

4. Bat in no long-time, Artabanus died, and left his king- 
dom to his fon Bardanes. Now this Bardanes came fo Izates, 
and would have perfuaded him to join him with his army, anj 
to afhift him'in the war he was preparing to make with the Ro- 
moans ; but he could: not prevail-with him. For Izates fo weil 
knew the firength and good fortune of the Romans, that he 
took Bardanes to attempt what was impoffible to be done ; and 
having befides fent his: fons, five in number,. and they bur 
young alfo, to leatn accurately the language of our nation, 
‘together with our learning, as well as he had fent: his mother 
to worthip at our temple as I have [Διὰ already, was the more 
backward to’'a compliance ; and reftrained Bardanes, telling 
him perpetually of the great armies and tamous-a@tiong of the 
Romans, and thoughtthereby toterrity him, and defired thereby 
to hinder him fromthatexpedition. But the Parthian king was 
provoked at this his behaviour, and. denounced war immedi- 
ately againft Izates. Yerdidhe gain no advantage by this 
war, becaufe God cut off all his hopes therein ; for the Par- 
thians, perceiving Bardanes’s intentions, and how he’ had de- 
termined to make war with the Romans, {flew him. and gave 
h@ kingdom to his brother Gotarzea. He alfo, in no long 
ume, perifhed by a plot made againft him and Vologates, bie 
brother, fucceeded him, who committed two of his provinces 
to two of his brothers, by the fame father ; that of the Meces 
to the elder, Pacorus, and Armenia to the younger, Tiridates. 


CHAP. IV. 


How Izates was betrayed by his own Subjedls, and ought σ.- 
gainft by the Arabians : And how Izates, by the Providence 
of God, was delivered out of thar hands. 


δι. New when the king’s brother Monobaaus, and his 

other kindred, faw how Izates, by his piety to God, 
was become greatly efteemed' by all'men, they alfo had a de- 
fire to leave the religion of their country, and to embrace the 
euftoms of the Jews ; but that aft of theirs was difcovered by 


- Ν This Privilege of wearing the tiara upright, ar with the tip of the cone ered, 
nown to have l:een of οἱ uliar to [ great] kinzs, from Xenophon and others, 
Ba Ηυδίση obferves bere. ee treat] Kings, 
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‘Izates’s fubje&is. Whereupon the grandees were much dif- 
pleafed, and could not contain their anger at them ; but had 
an intention, when they fhould find a proper opportunity, to 
anfli& a punifhment upon. them. Accordingly they wrote to 
Abia, king of the Arabians, and promifed him great fums of 
money, tf he would make an expedition .againft their king:; 
and they-farther promifed him, that, on the firft ‘onfet, they 
would defert their king, becaufe they were defirous to pun} 
him, by reafon of the hatred he/had to their religious worfhip-: 
Then they obliged themfelves by oaths to be faithful to each 
other, and dcfired that he would make -hafte in this-defign. 
The king οἱ Arabia complied with.their-defires, and brought 
a great army into the field, and-masched againift Izates ; and, 
an the beginning of τῆς τ onfet, and before they came toa 
-clofe fight, thole grandees, as if-they had a panic terror upon 
them, all deferted Izates, as they had agreed to do, and, turn~ 
ing their backs upon therr enemies, ran away. Yet was not 
Izates difmayed at this; -but when: he underftood that the 
»grandees had betrayed him, he alfo-retised into:his camp, and 
made inquiry into the matter; and as foon as he knew who. 
they were that had made this -confpiracy with the king of A- 
-rabia, he cut off thofe that-were found guilty ; and renewing 
the fight on the next day,-he-flew the greateft part of his ene- 
mies, and torced all the reft to betake themlelves to flight. He 
-alfo purfued their king and drove ‘im into a fortrefs called 
Arfamus, and, follewing on the fiege vigoroufly, he took that 
fortrefs. And when he had plundered-it-of all the prey that 
was in it, which was not fmall, he returned to Adiabane: Yet 
did not he take Abia alive,; -becaufe when he. found himfelt 
encompaffed on every fide, heflew himfelf. 

2. But although thegranaces of Adiabene had failed in their 
firft attempt, as being delivered up by God into their king’s 
hands, yet would they not even then be quiet, but wrote again 
to Vologales, who-was then king of Parthia, and defired that 
he would kill lzates, and fet over them fome other potentate, 
who fhould-be of a’Farthian tamily.; forthey faid, That ** they 
hated their own:king for abrogating the laws, of their fore- 
fathers, and embracing foreign cuftoms.’”’ When the king of 
Parthia heard this, he boldly made war-upon Izates; and he 
had juf pretence ‘for this war, he fent to him, and demanded. 
back thole honourable privileges which had been beftowed on 
him by his father, and-threatened,.on his refufal, to make wat 
upon him. Upon hearing οἱ this, lzates was under no {mall 
trouble of mind. as thinking:n would be a.reproach upon him 
to appear to refign thofe privileges that had been beftowed 
upon him, outot cowardice ; yet becaufe he knew, that though 
the king of Parthia fhould receive back thofe honours, yet 

_ would he not be quiet, he refolved to commit himlelf to Cod, 
his prote@or, in the prefen tdanger he was in of his life; an 
-as he efleemed him to be gis principal affiftant, he entrufted 
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his children and his wives-to a very flrong fortrefs, and [οἱ 
up his corn in his citadels, and fet the hay and the grafs on 
fire. And when he had thus put things in order as well as he 
could, he awaited the coming οἱ the enemy. And when the 
king of Pasthia was come, with a great army of -footmen ard 
horfemen, which he did fooner than was expe@ed (tor ke 
marched in great hafte,) and had caft up a bank. at the river 
that parted Adiabene trom Media; Izates alfo pitched his 
camp not far off, having with him fix thoufand horfemen. Bu: 
there came ἃ meffenger to Izates, fent by the king of Parthia 
who told him, ‘* How large his dominions were, as_reachirg 
drom the river Euphrates to Ba@tria and enumerated thag king: 
{ubje€ts : He alfo threatened him, that he thould be punithec, 
as a perfon ungratefulto his lords ; and faid, that the God 
whom he worthipped could not deliver him out of the king’ 
hands.” When the meflenger had deliyered this his meflage, 
lzates replied, That ‘‘ he knew the king of Parthia’s pover 
was much greater than his own; but that he knew alfo et 
God was much more powerful than all men.” And when te 
had returned him this anfwer, he betook himfelf to make /up- 
plication * to God, and threw himfelf upon the ground, an 
put afhes upon his head in teflimony ot his conlufion, δι 
tafted, together with his wives and children. When he czi- 
ed upon God. and faid, “ O Lord and Governor, if I have rit 
in Vain committed my felf tothy goodnefs, but have juftly de- 
termmed that thou only art the’ Lord and principal οἱ all be- 
Ings, come now to my affjftance, and defend me trom my ¢?- 
emies, not only on my own account, but on account of their 
infolent behaviour with regard to thy power, while they have 
not feared to lift up their proud and arrogant tongue again 
thee.” Thus did he lament and bemoan himfelf, with tear 
in his eyes ; whereupon God heard his prayer. And imnc- 
diately that ver night Volcgafes received Ictters, the conte 
of which were thele, that a great band of Dahez and Saha. de- 
fpifing him now he was gone fo long a journey from hore. 
had made an expedition, and Jaid Parthia wafte ; fo that he 
[ was forced to] retire back, without doing any thing. Ar 
thus it was that Izates efcaped the threatenings of the Parthi- 
ans, by the providence of God. 7 - 

3. it was not Jong ere Izates died, when he had completed 
fitty-five years of his life, and had ruled his kingdom twenty: 
four years. He Jeft behind him twenty-four fons and twen!)- 
four daughters. However, he gave order that his brother 
Monobazus fhould fucceed in the government, thereby Τὸ- 
quiting him, becaufe, while he was himlelf abfent, after ther 

© This mournin , and fafting and praying ufed with proflration of 
his body, and thee upon his hed. are plain fens ΡΥ Ea ΜΝ δας τ, Jews 
or an Ebionite Chriftian, who indeed differed not much from proper Jews 5* 
chap. vi §.3. However, his fupplications were heard, and he was providential,y 


Gclivered from that imminent danger he was in. 
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father’s death, he had faithfully preferved the government for 
him. But when Helena, his mother heard of her fon’s death 
jhe wasin great heavinef{s, as was but natural upon her Jofs nf 
fuch a moft dutitul fon ; yet was it a comtort to her, that fhe 
heard the fucceflion came to her eldeftfon. Accordingly fhe 
went to him in hafte ; and when fhe was came into Adiabene, 
{he did not long outlive her fon Izates. But Monobazus {ent 
her bones, ag well as thofe of Izates his brother. to Jeryfalem, 
and gave order that they fhould be buried at the pyramads *, 
which their mother had ereéled ; they were thrée in number, 
and diftant more than three furlongs from the city Jerufalem. 
But tor the aétions of Monabazusg the king, which he had dur- 
ing the reft of his Jite, we will relate. them hereattert. 


CHAP. V. 


Concerning Theudas, and the Sons of Fudas the Galilean: As 
aljo what Calamity fell upon the Jews on the Day of the 
Paffover, | 


δ 1. No it came to pals, while Fadus was procurator of 

Judea, that a certain magician, whofe name was 
Theudas +, perfuaded a great part ot the people to take their 
effe€is with them, and follow him to the river Jordan ; for 
he told them he was a prophet, and that he would, by hisown 
command, divide the river, and afford them an eafy paffage 
over it; and many were deluded by his words. However, 
Fadus did not permit him'to make any advantage of his wild 
attempt, but fent a troop of horfemen out againft them ; who, 
falling upon them unexpeétedly, flew many of them, and took 
many ofthemalive. They alfo took Theudasalive, and cut off 
his head, and carried it to Jerufalem. This was what befel 
the Jews in the time of Cufpius Fadugs’s government, 

2. Then came Tiberius Alexander as jucceffor to Fadus ; 
he was the fon οἱ Alexander the Alabarch of Alexandria, 
which Alexander was a principal perfon among all his con- 
tempories, both for his family and wealth : He wasalfo more 
eminent for his piety than this his fon Alexander, for he did 
not continue in the religion of his cauntry. Under thefe 
procurators that great famine happened in Judea, in which 


* Thefe pyramids or pillars, cre&ed by Helena, queen of Adiabene, near Jen- 
falem, τες in number, are mentioned by Eufebius, in his Ecclef. Hift. B. 11. ch. 
- 39. for which Dr Hudfon refers us to Valefius’s notes upon that piece. They are 

alio mentioned ‘by Panianias, as hath been already noted, chap. ii § 6. Reland 
gueff.s that that now called Ai /alum’s pillar may be one of them. 

+ This account is now wanting. . 

+ This Theudas, who-arole under Fadus the procurator, about A.D. 4: or 46, 
could not be that Theudas who arofe in the days of the taxing, under Cyrenius ; 
erabeut A.D. 7. AAs ¥ 36,99. Who that earlier Theudes was, fee the note on 
B.XVII cb. x 6 5. Vol. 28. 
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queen Helena bought corn in Egypt at a great expence, and 
diftributed it to thofe that were in want, as 1 have related al- 
teady. And befides this the fons of Judas of Galilee were 
now flain, I mean ot that Judas who caufed the people to re- 
volt, when Cyrenius‘came to take an account of the eftates of 
the Jews, as we have fhewed in a foregorng book. The 
names of thofe fens were James and Simon, whom Alexan- 
der commanded to be crucified. But now Hered, king of 
Chalkis, removed Jofeph,- the fon of ‘Camydus, from the 
high-priefthood and made Ananias, the fon of Nebedus his 
fucceffor. And now it was that Cumanus-came ἃ fucceffor to 
Tiberius Alexander ; as alfo that Herod, brother of Agrippa 
the great king, departed this hfe, m the eighth year οἱ the 
ceign ot Claudius Celar. He left behind bim three fons. 
Anftobulus, whom he had by his firft wife, with Berni@a- 
nus, and Hircanus, both whom he had by Bernice his broth- 
er's daughter. But Claudius Cafar beftowed his dominions 
on Agnppa junior. . 

3. Now while the Jewifh affairs were under the adminif- 
tration of Camanus, there happened a great tumult at the city 
of Jerufalem, and many of the Jews perifhed therein. Bur 
I fhall firft explain the occafion whence it was derived. 
When that deaft, which 15 called the Paffover, was at hand, 
at whichtime our cuftom # to ufe unleavened bread, anda great 
multitude was gathered together, from all partstothat teaft, Cu- 
manus wasafraid left fome attempt ot innovation μου ἃ then be 
made by them ; fo he ordered that one regiment of the army 
fhould take their arms, and ftand in the temple cloifters,‘to re- 
prefs any attempts of innovation, tf perchance any fuch 
{ould begin ; and thts was no more than what the former 
precurators of Judea did at fuch feftivais. Butonthe fourth 
day of the feait, acertain foldier let down his breeches, and 
expofed his privy members to the mulutude, which put thole 
that faw him into a furious rage, and made them cry out, that 
this impious a€tion was not done to reproach them, but God 
himfelt ; nay, fome of them reproached Cumanus and pre- 
tended that the foldier was fet on by him, which, when Cu- 
manus heard, he was alfo himfelf nota lite provoked at fuch 
reproaches jaid vpon him ; yet did he exhort them to leave 
off fuch feditious attempts, and not to raifea tumult at the 
feftival. But when he could not induce them to be quiet, for 
they fill went on in their reproachcs to him, he gave order 
that the whole army fthould take their entire armour, and come 
to Antonia, which wasa fortrels as we have faid already, 
which overlooked the temple ; but when the multitude faw 
the foldiers there, they were affrighted at them, and ran away 
haltily ; but as the paffages out were but narrow, and as they 
thought their enemies tollowed them, they were crowded to- 
gether in their flight, and a great number were preffed to death 
an thofe narrow pallages ; nor indeed was the number fewer 
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than twenty thoufand that perifhed in this tumult. Sain. 
ftead οἵ a feftival, they had at laft a mournful day of it; an& 
they all ot theny forgot their prayers and facrifices, and be- 
took themfelves to lamentation and weeping; fo great an af- 
fli€tiqn did the impudent obfcenenefs of a fingle foldier bring 
upon them *, | ΕΣ 

4 Now before this their firff mourning, was over, another 
mifchief befel them alfo ; tor fome of thofe that raifed the 
foregoing tumult, when they ‘were travelling along the pub. 
lic road, about an hundred furlongs from the city, robbed: 
Stephanus: a fervant of Cafar, as he was journeying, and 
plundered’ him of δ] that he had with him. Which things 
when Cumanuy heard of, he fent foldiers immediately, and 
ordered them to plunder the neighbouring villages, and to 
bring the moft eminent perfons among them in bonds to him, 
Now as this devaftation was making, one of the foldiers feizs 
ed the laws of Mofes that lay in one of thofe ‘villages, and 
brought thenr out before the eyes of all prefent, and tore them 
to pieces ; and this was done with reproachful language, and 
much {currility. Which things when the Jews beard of, they. 
ran together, ‘and that in great numbers, and. came down to 
Cefarea, where Cumanus then was, arid befought’him, that 
he would avenge, not themfelves, but God himfelf, whofe 
laws had been affronted. ; tor that they could not bear to livé 
any longer, if the laws ot sheir forefathers muft: be affronted 
after this manner. Accordingly Cumanus out of fear left the 
multitude {hould go into a fedition, and by the advice of hig 
friends alfo, took care that the foldter who had offered the af- 
front to the laws fhould be beheaded, and thereby put.a flop 
to the fedition which was ready to be kindled a fecond time. 


CHAP. VI. 


How there happened a Quarrel between the Jews and the Sama- 
ritans, ἀπά kow Claudius put an End to ther Differences. 


§ 1. No there arofe a quarrel between the Samaritans 
and the Jews on occafion following : It’ was the 
cuftom of the Galileans, when they came to the holy city at 
the feltivals, tc take their journeys through the country ot the 
Samaritans f ; and at this time there lay, in the road they took, 
a village that was called G:noa, which was fituatedin the linuts 


* “This, and many more tumults and feditions, which arofe at the Jewith feiti- 
vals, in Jofephus, illuftrate that cautious procedure of the Jewiffi governoss, whea 
they faid, Matt. xxvi.g. ‘Let usnot take Jefus on the feaft-day, left there be 
an uproar among the people ;’’ as Reland well obferves on this place. Jofephue 
allo takes notice of the fame thing, Of the War, B. 1. ch. iv. § 4. Vol. IIT. ᾿ 

+ This conftant paifage of the Galileans through the country of Samaria, as tbey 
‘went to Judea and Jerulalem, illuftrates {everal paflages in the gofpels τὸ thie Lame 
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of Sarnaria and the great plain, Where certain perfons thereto 
belonging fought with the Galileans, and killed a gredt many 
of them. But, when the principal of the Galileans were in- 
formed of what had been done, they carrie to Cumanus, and 
delired him to avenge the murderer of thofe that were killed ; 
but he was induced by the Samaritans, with money, to do 
- nothing in the matter: Upon which the Galileans were much 
difpleaied, and perfauded the multitude of the Jews to betak= 
themieivesto arms, and toregaintheir liberty, faying, That‘ fla- 
Very was in itfelf a bitter thing but that, when it was joined 
with dire& injuries, it was perfeétly intolerable.” And wheu 
their pfincipal men endeavoured to pacify them, and prom- 
ifed to endeavour to perfuade Cumanus to avenge thofe that 
were killed, they would not héarken to them, but took their 
‘weapons, and entreated the affiftance of Eleazer, the fon of 
Direus, a robber, who had many years made his abode in th: 
fnountains, with which dffiftance they plundered many vil- 
lages of the Samaritans. When Cumanis heard of this ac- 
tion of theirs, he took the band of Sebafte, with four regi- 
ments‘of footmen, and armed the Samaritans, and marched 
out agaiaft the Jews, and caught them, and flew many of them 
and took'a greater number of them alive , Whereupon thole 
that weté the moft eminent perfons at Jerufalem, and that 
both ἰὴ regard of the refpeft that was paid them, and the 
families they were of, as foon as they faw to what an height 
things were gone, put on fackcloth, and heapéd afhes upon 
their heads, and by all poffible means befought the fedi- 
tious, and perfuaded them that they would fet before their 
eyes the niter fubverfion * of their country. the conflagration 
οἵ their temple, and the flavery of themfelves their wives 
and children, which would be the confequences of what they 
were doing, and would alter their minds, would caft away 
their weapons, and for the future be quiet, and return to their 
ownhomes, Thefe perfuafions of theirs prevailed upon them. 
So the people difperfed therafelves, and thé robbers went a- 
way again to their places of ftrength ; and alter this time ail 
udea was over-ran with robberies. . . 
2. But the principal of the Samaritans went to Ummidius 
uadratus the prefident ef Syria, who at that time was at 
yre, and accufed the Jews of fetting their villages on fre, and 
plundering them ; and faid withal, That ‘they were not fo 
tnuch dilpleafed at what they had luffered, as they were at the 


purpofe, as Dr. Hudfon rightly obferves. See Luke xvii 1. Johniv. 4. Seealfe 
Jofephus ia his own lite, § 52. Vol. 11. where that journey is determined to three 
ays. 

* Our Saviour had foretold, that the Jews’ rejection of his gofpel would brinz 
upon them, among other mileries, thefe three, which they themlelves here fhew, 
they expefted, would be the confequences of their prefent tumults and {editions ; 
the utter fubvertion of their country, the conflagration of their temple, and the flav- 
ery of themfelves, their wives and children. Sce Luke xxi. 6—2 4, 


a 
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contempt thereby fhowed the Romans ; while, if they had re- 
ceived any injury, they ought to have made them the judges 
of what had been done,, and not _prefently to make fuch de- 
vaftation, as if they had not the Romans bor their governors ; 
on which accountthey came.to him, in order to obtain that 
vengedace they wanted.” This was the accufation which the 
Samaritans brought againft the Jews. But the Jews affirmed, 
that the Samaritans were the authors of this tumult and fight- 
ing, and that, in the firft place, Cumdnus had been corrupt- 
ed by their gifts, and pafled over the murder of thofe that were 
flain, in filence. Which allegations when Quadratus heard, 
he put off the hearing of the caufe, and promifed that he would 
give fentence when ‘he fhould come into ‘Judea, and fhould 
have a more exact knowledge of the truth.of that matter. So 
thefe men went away without fuccefs. Yet wasit not long 
ere Quadratus came to Samaria, where, upon hearing the caufe, 
he fuppofed that the Samaritans were the authors of that dif- 
turbance. But, when he was informed that certain of the 
jews were making innovations, he ordered thofe to be cruci- 

ed whom Cumanus had taken captives. From whence he 
went toa certain Village called Lyddia, which was not lefs 
than acity in largenefs, and there heard the Samaritan caufe 
ἃ fecond timé before his tribunal, and there learned from a 
certain Samaritan, that one of the chief of the Jews, whofe 
name was Dortus, and fome other innovators with him, four 
in number, perfuaded the multitude to a revolt from the Ro. 
mans ; whom Quadratus ordered to be put to death : But ἢ] 
he fent away Ananias the high-prieit, and Ananus the com- 
mander fot the temple |,.m bonds to, Rome, to give an ac- 
count of what they had doneto Claudius Cefar. He alfo or- 
dered the principal men both of the Samaritans and of the 
Jews, as.alfo Cumanué the procurator, and Celer the tribune, 
to go to Italy to the Emperor, that he might hear their caufe, 
and determine their differences one with another. But he 
came again to the city of Jerufalem, out of his fear that the 
multitude of the Jews fhould attempt fome mnovations ; but 


he found the city ina peaceable flate, and celebrating one of ' 


the ufual feftivals of their country to God, So he believed 
that they would not attempt any innovations, and left them at 
the celebration ot the feftival, and returned to Antioch. __ 
3: Now Cumanus, and the principal of the Samaritans, who 
were fent to Rome, had a day appointed them by the emperor, 
whereon they were to have pleaded their caufe about the quar- 
tels they had one withanother. Bat now Caefar’s freed-men, 
and his friends, were very zealous on the behalf of Cumanus 
and the Samaritans ;and they had prevailed over the Jews, un- 
lefs Agrippa junior who was then at Rome, had feen the 
principal of the Jews hard fet, and had earneftly entreated A- 
gtippina, the emperor's wife, to perfuade her hufband to hear 
the caufe, fo as was agreeable to his juftice, and to condema 
Vou, II, H 3 | 
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thofe to be punifhed who were really the authors of this revolt 
from the Roman government. Whereupon Claudius was iv 
well difpofed betorehand, that when he had heard the cauk, 
and found that the Samaritans had been the ringleaders in thole 
mifchievous doings. he gave order, that thofe who came up 
to him fhould be {flain, and that Cumanus fhould be banifhed. 
He alfo gave order, that Celer the tribune thould be carried 
back to Jerusalem, and [bould be drawn through the enty in 
the fight of all the people, and then fhould be flain. 


CHAP. VIL 


Felixis made procurator of Jadea ; asalfo concerning Agnp- 
pajunior, ἀπά δὶς Siflers. 


§ 1. @O Claudius fent Felix, the brother of Pallans, to take 
care of the affairs of Judea ; and, when he had already 
completed the twelfth year of his reign, he had beflowed upen 
Agrippa the tetrarchy ot Philip. and Batanea, and added there- 
to Trachonitis, with Abila; which laft had been the tetrachy 
of Lyfanias ; but he took from him Chalcis, when he had 
been governor thereof four years. And, when Agrippa 
had received thefle countries as the gift of Cwefar, he gave hi: 
fifter Drufilla in marriage to Azizus, king of Emefa, upon his 
confent to be cireumcifed ; for Epiphanes, the fon οἱ King 
Antiochus, had refufed to marry her, becaufe, alter he had 
promifed her father formerly to come over to the {εν δι rell- 
ion, he would not now perform that promife. He alfo gave 
Kiariamne in marriage to Archelaus, the fon of Helcias, to 
whom fie had been betrothed formerly by Agrippa her fath- 
er; from which marriage was derived a daughter, whole 
name was Berniece. . 

2. But tor the marriage of Drufilla with Azizus, it was in 
no long time afterward diffolved upon the following occafion: 
While Felix was procurator of Judea, he faw this Drufille, 
and fell in love with her; tor fhe did indeed exceed a)! other 
women in beauty ; and he fentto her a perfon whofe name 
was Szmon*, one οἱ his friends ; a Jew he was, and by bith 
a Cypriot, and one who pretended to be a magician, and en- 
deavoured to perfuadc her to forfake her prefent hufband, and 


* This Simon, a friend: f Felix, ajew, bera in Cyprus, though he pretendid 
to be amagician, and feems to have been wicked enouph, coukl hardly oe chat f- 
mous Simon the magicier. withe Adts ot the Apoiile, viti.g, &c. as fome are 
ready τὸ luppote. This δίπουν mentioned in the adis was not properly a jew, 
but a Samaritan, of the town ot Gitiae, in the couriry of Samaria, as the Apaitoi- 
wal Covftituaons, VIL 7. the Recogs αὐ 5 ot Cicrrent. ἃ1. 6. and juitin Marve. 
Rimfelf Lorn inthe county cf Samaria, apelogy, I. 34. iefurmsus. He was al- 
jo the auther, not of any aicient jew:sh, Lut of the frit Gentile herefies, as the fore- 
Thentioned authors αἰ τι us. So I lupzole him a different perfon from tke cther. 
Δ mean this on'y upon the hy potheiis, that Jocephns wee not miGnfunmed a 
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marry him ; and promifed, that, if fhe would not refufe him, 
he would make her a happy woman. Accordingly fhe atted 
all, and becaufe fhe was defirous to avoid her fifter Bernice’s 
envy, for fhe was very ill treated by her on aecount of her 
beauty, was prevailed upon to tranfgrefs the laws of her fore- 
fathers, andto marry Felix ; and, when he had had afon by her, 
he named him Agrippa. But after what manner that young 
man, with his wife, perifhed at the conflagration * of the 
mountain Vefuvius, in the days of Titus Cafar, fhall be re- 
lated hereafter Ἐ. 

3. But as for Bernice, fhe lived a widow a long while af- 


ter the death of Herod [king of Chalcis,] who was both her: 


hufband and her uncle ; but, when the report went that 
fhe had criminal converfation with her brother, [ Agrippa jun- 
ior], the perfuaded Polemo, who was king of Cilicia, to be 
circumcifed, and to marry her, as fuppofing, that by this 
means (he fhould prove thofe calamnies upon her to be falfe ; 
and Polemo was prevailed upon, and that chiefly on account 
ot her riches. Yet did not this matrimony endure long; but 
Bernice left Polemo, and, as was faid, with impure intentions. 
So he forfook at once this matrimony, and the Jewith reli- 
gion: And atthe fametime Mariamne put away Archelaus, 
and was married to Demetrius, the principal man among the 
Alexandrian Jews both for his family and his wealth ; and in- 
deed he was then their alabarch. So the named her fon, whom 


fhe had by him. Agrippinys. But of all thefe particulars we 


Shall hereafter treat more exatly ἢ 


his being a Cypriot jew ; for otherwife the time, the name, the profession, and 
the wickednels of them both, would ftrongly incline one to believe them the very 
fame Asto that Druftile the fifter of Agrippa junior, as yofephus informs us 
here, and a jewels, as St Luke informs us, Acts xxiv. 24. whom this Simon mene 
tioned by Fofephus, perfuaded to leave her former husband, Azizus, king of Eme- 
fa, a profelyte of juftice, and to masry Felix, the Heathen procurator of Judea, 
Tacitus, Hift. ”. 9, fuppofes her to bean heathen, and the grand-daughter of 
Antonius and Cleopatra, contrary both to St Luke and Jofephus. Now Tacitus 
lived {omewhat too remote both as to time and place, to becompared with either 
of thofe Jewish writers, in a matter concerning the Jews in Judeiin their own 
days, and concerning a fifter of Agrippa junior, with which Agrippa Jofephus 
was himfelf fo well acquainted. It is probable that Tacitus may fay true when he 
informs us, that this Felix (who had in all three wives, or queens, as Suetonius in 
Claudius, fe€&t. 28. affures us) did once marry {uch a grandchild of Antonius and 


Cleopatra ; and, finding the name of one of them to have been Drufilla, he miftook ᾿ 


her for that other wife, whofe nam= he did not know. 

9 This eruption of Vefuvius was one of the greatcft we have in hiflory. See Bi- 
anchini’s curious and important obfervations on this Vefuvius, and its feven fever. 
al great eruptions, with their remains vitrified, and {till exifling, in fo many differ- 
ent rata under ground, till the diggers came to the antediluvian waters, with theic 
proportionable interftices, implying the deluge to have been above 2590 years be- 
fore the Chriftian sera, according to our exafteft chronology. 

+ This is now wanting. 


$ This alfo is now wanting, 
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‘CHAP. VHI. 


After what manner, upon the Death of Claudius, Nero fucceed- 

“ed in the Government ; as alfo what Barbarous things he did. 
Conserning the Robbers, Murderers. and Impoftors, that o- 
rofe, while Fehx and Feflus were Procurators of Fudee. 


δι. Nox. Claudius Czfar died when he had reigned thir- 

teen years eight months and twenty days*® ; anda 
report went about, that he was poifoned by his wite Agrippt- 
na. Her father was Germanicus, the brother of Cafar.. Her 
hufband was Domitius Enobarbus. one of the moft illuftn- 
ous perfons that was in the city ot Rome ; after whofe death, 
and her own long continuance in widowhood, Claudius took 
her to wif. She brought along with her a fon, Domitias, of 
the fame name with his father. “He had before this flain his 
wife Mafalina out of jealoufy, by whom he had had his chil- 
dren Britannicus and Oétavia; their eldeft filter was Antonia, 
whom he had by Pelina his firft wife. He alfo married O@a- 
via to Nero ; tor that was the name that Cefar gave him al- 
terward, upon his adopting him for hisfon. ° ~~ . 
2. But nowAgrippina was afraid, left whenBritannicus fhould 
come to man’s eftate, he fhould fucceed his father in the gov- 
ernment, and defired to feize upon the principality before 
hand for her ‘own fon [Nero;] upon which the report went, 
that fhe thence compaffed the death of Claudius. According- 
+ ly the fent Burrhus the general of the army, immediately, and 
with him the tribunes, and fuch alfo of the freed men as were 
of the greateft authority, to bring Nero away iato the camp, 
and to falute him emperor. And when Nero had thus obtain- 
ed the government, he got Britannicus to be fo poifoned, that 
the multitude fhould not perceive it ; although he publicly put 
his own mother to death not long afterward, making ber this 
requttal, not only for being born οἱ her, but by briaging it fo 
about by her contrivances, that he obtained the Roman em- 
pire. Healfo lew O@avia his own wife, and many other 11- 
luitrious perfons, under this pretence thet they ploted againit 

im. 

3. But I omit any farther difcourfe about thefe affairs ; tor 
there have been a great many who have compofled the biftory 
of Nero ; fome of which have departed from the truth of faée 
out of favour, ag having received benefits trom him ; while 
others, out of hatred to bim, and the great ill will which they 
bare him, have fo impudently raved againft him with their 
lies, that they juftly deferve to be condemned. Nor dot 


* This duration of the reign of Claudius agrees with Die, as Dr Hadfon bere 
remarks; ashe alfo remarks, that Nero’s name, which was at fir ZL. Doniftes 
AEnabarbus, after Claudius had adopted him, was Nero Claudius Caofar Drifs; 
. CTMARICUS. ἣ 
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wonder at fuch as have teld lies of Nero, fince they have not | 


in their writings preferved the truth of hiftory as to thofe fa&s 
that were earlier than his time, even when the ators could 
have no way incurred their hatred, fince thofe writers lived a 
long time after them. But, as to thofe that have no regard ta 
truth, they may write as they pleafe ; for in that they take de- 
light : But as to ourfelves, who have made truth our dire& 
aim, we fhall briefly touch upon what only belongs remotely 
to this undertaking, but fhall'relate what hath happened to us 
Jews with great accuracy, and fhall not grudge our pains in 
giving an account both of the calamities we have fuffered, and 
of the crimes we have been guilty of. 1 will now therefore 
return to the relation of our own affairs. 

4. For im the firft year of the reign of Nero, upon the death 
of Azizus, king of Emefa, Soemus * his brother fucceeded in 
his kingdom, and Ariftobulus, the fon of Herod, king of Chal- 
cis, was intrufted by Nero with the government of Leffer Ar- 
menia. Czfar alfo beftowed on Agrippa a certain part of 
Galilee, Tiberias +, and Tarichee and ordered them to fub, 
mit to, his jurifdi€ion. He gave him alfo Julias, a city of 
Perea, with fourteen villages that lay about it. 

Now, as for the affairs of the Jews, they grew worfe and 
worfe continually ; for the country was again filled with rob- 
beries, and impoftors who deluded the multitude. Yet did 


elix catch, and put to death many of thofe impoftors every . 


day, together with the robbers. He alfo caught Eleazer, the 
fon of Dineas, who had gotten together a company of rob- 
bers ; and this he did by treachery ; for he gave him affurance, 
that he fhould fuffer no harm, and thereby perfuaded him to, 
come to him ; but when he came he bound him, and fent him 
to Rome. Felix alfo bore an ill-will to Jonathan the high 
prieft, becaufe.he frequently gave him admonitions about gov, 
erning the Jewith affairs better than he did, left he fhould 
himfelf have complaints made of him by the multitude, fince 
he it was who had defired Cefar to fend him as procurator of 
Judea. So Felix contrived a method whereby he might get 
rid of him, now he was become fo continually troublefome to, 
_ him; tor fuch continual admonitions are grievous to thofe 
who are difpofed to a& unjuftly. Wherefore Felix perfuad- 
ed one of Jonathan’s moft faithful friends, a ci.izen of Jeru.- 
falem, whofe name was Doras, to bring the robbers upon Jon. 
athan, in order to kill him ; and this he did by promifing to 
give him a great deal of money for fo doing. Doras compli- 
ed with the propofal, and contrived matters fo, that the robberg 


* This Soemus is elfewhere mentioned [by Jofephus in his own Life, fe&. 41. 
Vol. 11.258 alfo} by Dio Caflius and Tacitus, as Dr Hudfon informs us, 

+ This agrees with Jofephus’s frequent accounts elfewhere in his own Life, that, 
Tiberias, and Tarichex, and Gamala, were under this Agrippa junior, till Juftus, 
Be fon of Piftus, feized upon them for the Jews upon the breaking out of the’ 
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might murder him after the following manner: Certain of 
thof+ robbers went up tothe city, as if they were going to 
worthip God, while they had daggers under their garments, 
and by thus mingling themfelves among the multitude, they 
flew Jonathan*, and as this murder was never avenged, the 
robbers went up with the greateft fecurity at the fellivals after 
this time, and having weapias concealed in ἢ Κα manner as be- 
fore, and mingling themfelves among the mulutude they flew 
certain of their own enemies, and were fubfervient to othe: 
men for money, and flew others, not only in remote pans οἱ 
the city. but in the temple itfelf alfo ; fur they had the boid- 
nefs to murder men there, without thinking of the impiety of 
whichthey were guilty. And this feems to meto have been 
the reafons why God, cut of his hatred of thefe mens wicked. 
nefs, reye€ted our city ; and as for the temple, he no longer 
efleemed it fuficiently pure for him to inhabit therein, ὃ: 
brought the Romans upon us, and threw. a fire upore the ciy 
to purge it, and brought upon us, our wives, and childrea, 
flavery. as defirous to make us wifler by our calamities. 

6. Tnefe works, that were done by the robbers, filled the 
city with all forts of imptety. And now thefe + impoltos 
and deceivers perfuaded the multitude to follow them into the 


® This treacherons and bar'prous murder of the good hizh-prieft Jouathan, br 
the contrivance of this wicked orocurator Felix, was the immec:ate occafion of be 
enfuing murders by the Sicarii or ru‘tans, and one great caufe of tre following brr- 
rid crneittes and milerres of the jewthh ration, ac Jo'ephos here (37 pofes ; whose 
exceDent refleftion an the crvls wickedneds ot that nation, asthe dire caule οἱ 
their terrible dedi. is wel warhy the atrention of every Jewish, and of ἐτ- 
sy Chritan revier And, fince we are toon comin? to the ca’alogue of the Jew 4 
high-priefts. it may not be amiss, with Reiand, το intect this Jonathan among thet, 
and to tranf<ribe nis particular cztainon: of the iaft twenty e'ght bigh-priefls, a ἐα 
out of Jolephus, and be,zin with Anan lus, who was made by Herod the Grit. 
Bee Antiq. B XV. ch. in. fe 4. Vol TE. and the note there. 


1. Ananelus. 16 Theophilus, bis brother, and fon 
4. Arftobnius. of Ananus. 
4. jefus. the fon of Fabus. 16 Simon, the fon of Boethas © 
4 Simon, the fon of Bortias. . 17. Mathias, the brother of jot 
5 Mvthis, the fon of Theophilus. than. and fon of Ananus. . 
6. -Joazar, the for of Bucthus. :8 Aljonens, 
9 Fleazar, the fon of Boetnus 1g. Jolephus, the fon of Camyd ". 
8 Jefus, the fon of Sie 20 Ananias, the fon of Nebedeus. 
9. [Ancas, or} Ananus, the {20 of 41 jonethas. 
Seth 45 l{mael; the fon of Fabs 
20 Ifmael, the fon of Fabus. 23. Joteph Cabr, the fon of Simon. 
a1. Eleazar, the fon of Ananus. 84. Ananus, the fon of Ananus. 
32 Simon, the fon of Camithus. 25 Jefus, the fon of Damneus. 
13. Jofephus Caiaphas, the fon-in-law 86. Jefus, the fon of Gameliel 
to Anznus., ; 27. Matthias, the fon of Theophilus. 
34. Jonathan, the fon of Anaocus. 28. Phannias, the fon of Samuel. 


As for Ananus, and Jofeph Caiaphas, here mentioned about the middle of (διε 
egtalogue, they are no other than thofe Annas and Caiaphas, fo often mentioned 15 
the four gofpels ; and that Ananias, the fon of Nebedeus, was that high-prieft be 
fgre whom St. Paul pleaded his o-am caule, A&s xxiv. 

¢ Of thefe Jewish impoftars and faile prophets, with many other circamilaxe 
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wildernefs, and pretended that they would exhibit manifeft 
wonders and figns, that fhould be performed by the provi- 
dence of God. And many that were prevailed on by then 
fuffered the punifhmente of their folly ; tor Felix brought 
them back, and then punifhed them. Moreover, there came 
out of Egypt * about this time to Jerufalem, one that faid he 
was a prophet, and advifed thé multitude of the common peo- 
ple to go along with him to the Mount of Olives, as it was 
called, which lay over againft the city, and at the diftance of 
five furlongs. He faid farther, that he would fhew them from 
hence, how, at his command, the walls of Jerufalem would 
fall down: and he promifed them, that he would procure 
them an entrance into the city through thofe walls, when they 
were fallen down. Now, when Felix was informed of thele 
things, he ordered his foldiers to take their weapons, and come 
againift them, with a great number of horfemen and footmen, 
from Jerufalem, and attacked the Egyptian and the people 
that were with him. He alfo flew four hundred of them, and 
took two hundred alive. But the Egyptian himfelt efcaped 
out of the fight, but did not appear any more. And again 
the robbers ftirred up the people to make war with the Ro- 
mans, and faid, they ought not to obey them at all ; and when 
any perfon would not comply with them, they fet fire to their 
villages, and plundered them. ) 
7. And now it was that a great fedition arofe between the 
Jews that inhabited Cefarea, and the Syrians who dwelt there 
alfo, concerning their equal right to the privileges belonging 
to citizens, for the Jews claimed the pre-eminence, becaule 
Herod their king was the builder of Cefarea, and becaufe he 
was by birtha Tew. Now the Syrians did not deny what was 
alledged about Herod ; but they faid, that Cefarea was tormer- 
ly called Strato’s tower, and that then there was not one Jew- 
ih inhabitant. When the prefidents of that country heard of 
thefe diforders, they caught the authors of them on both fides, 
and tormented them with ftripes, and by that means puta 
flop to the difturbance for a time. But the Jewifh citizens 
depending on their wealth, and on that account defpifing the 
Syrians, reproached them again, and hoped to provoke them 
by fuch reproaches. However, the Syrians, though they 
were inferior in wealth, yet valuing themfelves highly on this . 
account, that the greateft part ot Roman foldiers that were 
there, were either οἵ Cefarea or Sebatte, they alfo for fome 
time ufed reproachtul language to the Jews alfo ; and thus it 
was, till at length they came to throwing ftones at one anoth- 
ther, and feveral were wounded, and fell on both fides, though 
Rill the Jews were the conquerors. But wnen Felix faw that 


and miferies of the Jews, till their uter deftru€tion, foretold by our Saviour, “cs 
Lit. Accompl of Proph. p 58-75. 

* OF this Egyptian impoitur, aod the number of his follawiss in Jofephus, ‘ce 
Ads xxi. 48. 
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this quarrel was becoine a kind of war, he came upon then 
ion the fudden, and defired the Jews to defift ; and when they 
gefufed {o to do, he armed his foldiers, and fent them out up. 
on them, and flew many of them, and took more of them:. 
live, and-permitted his foldiers to plunder. fome of the houles 
of the citizens, which were tull of riches. Now thofe Jews tha 
were more moderate, and of principal dignity among ther, 
were afraid of themfelves, and. defired of Felix that he wouli 
found a retreat to his foldiers, and {pare them for the future, 
and afford them room for repentance for what they had done; 
and Felix was prevailed upon td do fo. 

8. About this time king Agrippa gave the high priefthood 
to Ifmael, who was the fon of Fabi. And now arofe ἃ {ed- 
tion between the high priefts and the principal men of te 
multitude of Jerufalem ; cach οἱ which got them a company 
of the boldeft fort of men, and of thofe that loved innovations, 
about them, and became leaders to them ; and when they frug- 
gled together, they did it by cafting reproachful words agant 
-one another, and by throwing ftones alfo. And there was 10 
body to reprove them ; but thefe difordersa were done altera 
licentious manner in the city, as if ithad no government over 
it. And {uch was the impudence * and boldnefs that had [εἰ2- 
ed on the high priefts, that they had the hardinefs to fend ther 
fervants into the threfhing floors, to take away thole tthes 
that were due to the priefts, infompch that it fo fell out that 
the poorer fort of the priefts died for want: To this degree 
did the violence of the feditious prevail over all right and ju!- 
tice! . 
9. Now, when Porcius Feflus was fent as fucceffor to Felix 
by Nero, the principal of the Jewith inhabitants οἱ Celaea 
went up to Rome to accufe Felix ; and he had certainly been 
brought to punifhment, unlefs Nero had yielded to the impor- 
tunate folicitations of his brother Pallas, who was at tbat ume 
had in the greateft honour by him. Two of the principd 
Syrians in Cefarea perfuaded Burrhus, who was Nero'stutor, 
and fecretary for his Greek epiftles by giving him a gre 
fum of money, to difannul that equality of the Jewith priv! 
eges of citizens which they hitherto enjoyed. So Burrhus, 
by his folicitations, obtained leave of the emperor, that an¢- 
piftle thould be written to that purpofe. This epiftle becam¢ 
the occafion of the following miferies that befel our nation. 
for, when the Jews of Cefarea were informed of the conten's 
of this epiftle to the Syrians. they were more diforderly than 
before, till a war was kindled. 

10. Upon Feftus’s coming into Judea, it happened that μι 
dea was affliéted by the robbers, while all the villages ΜΈΓ let 


* The wickeduefs here was very peculiar and extraordinary, thzt te 


should {o opprels their brethren the prie(ts, as to ftarve the poore etowine 


death. See the like prefeutly, ch. ix. fe@. 2. “Such fatal crimes are ον 
find tyr@nny in the clergy, as well as in the laity, in all ages. 





Chap. VIL] Anriguirits OF THE jxt’. 449 


on fire, and plundered by them. Arid then it was that the Si- 
cari, a8 they were called, who were robbers, grew numerous: 
They made ufe of {mall {words, not much different in length 
trom the Perfian acinace, but fomewhat crooked, and like 
the Roman fice [or fickles], as they were called : And from 
thofe weapons thefe robbers got their denomination ; and with 
thofe weapons they flew a great many; for they mingled 
themfelves among the multitude at their feftivals, when they 
were come up in crowds from all parts to the city to worfhip 
God, as we {aid before, and eafily flew thofe that they hada 
mind to flay. They alfo came frequently upon the villages 
belonging totheir enemies, with their weapons, and plundere 
them, and fet them on fire. So Feftus fent forces, both horfe- 
men and footmen, to fall upon thofe that had been feduced 
by acertain impoftor, who promifed them deliverance and 
freedom from the miferies they were under, if they would but 
follow him as far’as the wildernefs. Accordingly thofe for- 
ces that were fent ‘deftroyed both himthat had deluded them, 
and thofe that were his followers alfo: . 

11. About the fame time king Agrippa built himfelf a very 
large dining-room in the royal palace at Jerufalem, near tothe 
portico. Now this palace had been erefted of old by the 
children of Afamoneus, and was fituate upon an elevation, 
and afforded ἃ moft delightful profpe& to thofe that hadamind 
to take a view of the city which profpe&t was defired by the 
king ; and there he could lie down, and eat, and thence ob- 
ferve what was done in the temple : Which thing; when the 
chief men of Jerufalem faw, they were very much difpleafed 
at it; for it was not agreeable to the inftitutions of our coun- 
try or law, that what was done in the temple fhould be viewed 
by others, efpecially what belonged to the fatrifices. They 
therefoye ereéted a wall upon the uppermoft building which 
belonged to the inner.court of the temple towards the weft, 
which wall, when it was butle. did not only intercept the 
profpeét of the dining-room in the palace, but alfo of the weft- 
ern cloifters that belonged to the outer-court of the temple 
alfo, where it was that the Romans kept guards for thé tem- 
ple at the feftivals. At thefe domngs both king Agrippa, and 
principally Feflus the procurator, were much difpleafed; and 
Feftus ordered them to pull the wall down again; but the 
Jews petitioned him to give them leave to fend an ambaffage 
about this matter to Nero; for they faid they could not en- 
dure to live if any part of the temple fhould be demolifhed : 
And when Feftus had given them leave fo to do, they fent 
ten of their principal men to Nero, as alfo Ifmael the high- 
prieft, and Helcias the keeper of the facred treafure. And 
when Nero had heard what they had to fay, he not only tor- 
gave * them what they had already done, but alfo gave them 


® We have here one eminent example of Nero’s mildneis and goodnels in his 
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leave to let the wall they haa built fland. This was granted 
them in orderto gratily Poppca, Nero’s wife. who was a reli- 
gious woman, and had requefted thefe favours ot Nero, and 
who gave order to the ten ambafiadors to gu their way home; 
but retained Helcias and Ifmael as hoftages with herfelt. As 
foon as the king heard this news, he gave the high-priefthocc 
to Jofeph, who was called Φαῤὲ, the Jon of Simon, formeriy 
high-prielt. 


CHAP. IX. 


Concerning Albinus, under whofe Procuratorfkip James wat 
Main 3 as alfo what Edifices were built by Agrippa. 


ᾧ 1. ND πον Cefar, upon hearing the death οἱ Feltus, 

{ent Albinus into Judea, as procurator. But th: 
king deprived Jofeph of the high-pricfthood, and beftowed 
the fucceffion to that dignity on the fon of Ananus, who was 
alfohimfelf called Ananus. Now the repert goes, that this 
eldeft Ananus proved a moft fortunate man; fer he had five 
fons, who had all performed the cffice of an high-prict to 
God, and who had himfelf enjoved that dignity a long time 
formerly, which had never happened to any other οἵ ou 
high-priefts. Butthis younger Ananus, who, as we havetold 
you already, took the high. priefthood, was a bold man in his 
tempcr, and very infolent: He was alloof the fe& ofthe Saddu- 
cees *, whoare very rigid in judging cffenders above all the 
reft of the Jews, as we have already obferved ; when there- 
fore Ananus was of thisdifpofition, he thought he had now a 
proper opportunity [to exercife his authority}. Feflus was 
now dead, and Albinus was put upon the road ; fo he affem- 
bled the fanhedrim of judges, and brought before them the 
brother of Jefus, who was called Chrij!, whefe name was 
Fames, and fome others, {or, fome οἵ his companions |. And 
when he had formed an accufation againft them as breakers ot 
the law, he delivered them to be ftoned: But as for thole 
who feemed the moft equitable of the citizens, and fuch as 


gcverrment towards the Jews, during the firft five vears of his reizn, fo famousin 
sntiquity ; we have ferhaps another in Jotephus’s own Lite, fect. 3. Vol. {Π. ad 
athird, though ofa very difterent nature here, in fet. gq yuft before, However, 
toth the generous aéts of kindnels were obtained of N:ro ὃν his queen Popp.:, 
who wa: a religious lady, and perhaps privetely a Jewish protely'e, and {fo wor 
not owing eu irely to Nero's own goodnels. 

* Itherce wvident’ y appears, that Sadducees might te high-pricfts in the days 't 
Jofephus,and that thele Sadduc es were ulually very fevere and inexurable jud.s . 
white the Pharifees were much milder, and more merciful, as appears by Kelana ἢ 
inflances in his note on this plece, and en Jofephus’s Life, feet. 94. Vol. Bi. ard 
thole taken from the New Teflament, from Jofephus himtelf, and from the Rad- 
bins nor do we mect with sny Sadducees Jeter than this high-prieft in all Jole- 
phus. 
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were the moft uneafy at the breach of the laws, they difliked 
what was done ; they alfo fent to the king, [Agrippa], defir- 
ing him to fend to Ananps that he fhould a&t fo no more, for 
that what he had already done was not to be juftified: Nay*, 
fome of them went alfoto meet Albinaus, as he was upon his jour- 
ney trom Alexandria, and informed him, thatit was not lawful tor 
A\nanus to affemble a fanhedrim without his confent. Whoere- 
upon Albinus, complied with what they faid, and wrote in 
anger to Ananus, and threatened that he would bring him to 
punifhment for what he had done ; on which king Agrippa, 
took the high-priefthood from him, when he had ruled but 
chree months, and made Jefus, the fon of Damneus, high- 
prief. 

2. Now as foon as Albinus was come to the city of Jerufa- 
lem, he ufed all his endeavours and care that the country 
might be kept in peace, and this by deftroying many of the 
Sicarii. But as tor the high-prieft Ananias +, he increafed in 
glory every day, and this to a great degree, and had obtained 
the favour and efteem of the citizens in a fignal manner ; for 
he was a great hoarder up of money: He therefore cultivated 
the friendihip of Albinus, and of the high-prieft [ Jefus], by 
making them prefents; he had alfo fervants who were very 
wicked, who joined themfelves to the boldeft fortof the peo- 
ple, and went to the threfhing-floors, and took away the tithes 
that belonged to the priefts by violence, and did not refrain 
from beating fuch as would not give thefe.tithes to tham. So 
the other high-priefls a€ted in the like manner, as did thofe his 
fervants, without any one’s being able to prohibit them; fo 
that [fome of the | pricfts, that ot old were wont to be fupport- 
ed with thofe tithes, died for want of tood. 

3. But now the Sicarii went into the city by night, juft 
betore the feftival, which was now at hand, and took the {cribe 
belonging to the goverfior of the temple, whofe name was 


* Of this condemnation of James the Juft, and its caufes, as alf tbat he did . 


not dic till long afterwards, foe Prim. Chrift. Revived, Vol. III, ch. 42--.46. 
The fanhedrisn condemned our Saviour, but could not put him to death without 
the approbation of the Roman procurator ; nor could therefore Ananias and his 
fanhedrim do more here, fince they never had Albinus's approbation for the put- 
ting this James to death. 

+ This Ananias was not the fon of Nebedeus, as I take it, but he who was called. 
Annas or Ananus the elder, the gth in thecatalozuc,and who had been efleemed high- 
prieft fora long time ; and, belides Caiaphas his ion-in-law, had five of his own 
fons high-prieils after him, which were thole of numbets 431, 14, 15.17. 24, im 
the foregoing catalogue, Nor ought we to pafs flightly over what Jofephus here 
fays of Annas or Ananias, that he was high-pnieft along time Lefore his children 
were fo ; he was the {on of Seth, and is fet dowa firft for high-prieft in the fore. 
going catalogue, under number g. He wzs made by Quirinus, and continued till 
I{mael, the 1och in number, for about 23 years, which long duration of his high~ 
priefthood, joined to the fuccessions of his fon-in-law, and five children of his 
own, made him a fort of pe: petual high-prieft, and was perhaps the occafion that 
former high-priefts kept their titles eves afterwards; for I believe it is hardly met 
with befose him. 
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Eleazar, who was the fon of Ananus [ Ananias | the high-prieit, 
and bound him, and carried him away with them; after 
which they fent to Ananias, and faid, that they would fend 
the {cribe to him if he would perfuade Albinus to releafe ten 
ot thofe prifoners which he had caught of their party ; fo 
Ananias was plainly forced to perfuade Albinus, and gained 
his requeft of him. - This was the beginning ot greater calam- 
ities ; for the robbers perpetually contrived to catch fome ot 
Ananias’s feryants, and when they had taken them alive, ἴμεν 
would not let them go, till they thereby recovered fome οἱ 
their own Sicarii. And as they were again become no {mall 
number, they grew bold, and were a great affliction to the 
whole country. ΕΝ ᾿ 

4. About this time it was that king Agrippa built Cefare: 
Philippi larger than it was before; andin honour of Nera, 
named it ‘Neronias. And when he had built a theatre at Be- 
rytus, with vaft expences, he beflowed on them fhows, to be 
exhibited every yea, and fpent therein many ten thoufand 
[drachma]: He alfo gave the people a largefs of corn, and 
diftributed oil among them, and adorned the entire city with 
᾿ ftatues of his own donation, and with original images made by 
ancient hands ; nay, he almoft transferred all that was mot 
ornamental in his own kingdom thither, This made him 
more than ordinarily bated by his fubje&s : Becaufe he took 
thofe things away that belonged to them, to adorn a foreign 
city. And now Jefus the fon of Gamaliel, became the fuc- 
ceffor of Jefus, the fon οἱ Damneas, 1n the high-priefthood, 
which the king had taken from the other ; on which account 
a {edition arofe between the high priefts, with regard to ane 
another ; for they got together bodies of the boldeft fort of 
the people, and frequently came from reproaches to throwing 
of ftones ateach other. But Ananias was too hard for the 
reft, by his riches, which enabled him to gain thofe that were 
moft ready to receive. Coftobarus alfo, and Saulus did then- 
felves get together a multitude of wicked wretches, and this 
becaufe they were of the royal family ; and fo they obtained 
favour among them, becaufe of their kindred to Agrippa: 
But fiil they ufed violence with people, and were very ready 
to plunder thofe that were weaker thanthemfelves. And from 
that it principally came to pafs, that our city was greatly dil- 
ordered, and that all things grew worfe and worle among us. 

5. But when Albinus heard that Geffius Florus was comirg 
to fucced him, he was defiroas toappear to do fomewhat that 
might be grateful to the people of Jerufalem ; fo he brought 
out all thofe prifoners whofeemed to him to be the moft plain- 
ly worthy of death, and ordered them to be put to death ac- 
cordingly. But as to thole who had been put into prifom on 
fome trifling occafions, he took ‘money οἱ them, and difmiffed 
them ; by which means the prifons were emptied, but the 
country wae filled with robbere, ΕΝ 
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6. Now as many of the levites *, which is a tribe of ours, 
as were fingers of hymns, perfuaded the king to aflemble a 
fanhedrim. and to give them leave to wear linen garments, as 
well as the priefts ? for they faid, that this would be a work 
worthy the times of his government, that he might have a 
memorial of {uch a novelty, ag being his doing. Nor did 
they fail of obtaining their defire ; for the king, with the fuf- 
frages οἵ thofe that came into the fanhedrim, granted the fing- 
ers of hymns this privilege, that they might lay afide their for- 
yer garments, and wear fuch a linen one as they defired ; and 
us a part of this tribe miniftered in the temple, he alfo permit- 
ted them to learn thofe hymns as they had befought him for. 
Now all this was contrary to the laws of our country, which, 
whenever they have been tranfgreffed, we have never been a- 
ble to avoid the punifhment of fuch tran{greffions. 

9. And now it was that the temple ὁ was finifhed. So when 
the people faw that the warkmen were unemployed, who 
were above eighteen thoufand, and that they, receiving no 
wages, were in want, becaufe they had earned their bread by 
their labours about the temple, and while they were unwilling 
to keep them by the treafures that were there depofited, out of 
fear οἱ {thetr being carried away by | the Romans: And while 
they had a regard to the making provifion for the workmen 
they had a mind to expend thole treafures upon them ; for i 
any one of them did but labour fora fingle hour, he received 
his pay immediately ; fo they perfuaded him to rebuild the 
eaftern cloifters. Thefe cloifters belonged to the outer court, 
and were fituated in a deep valley,.and had walls that reached 
four huncred cubits [in length, | and were built of {quare and 
very white ftones, the length οἱ each of which ftones was 
twenty cubits, and their height fix cubits. This was the work 
ot king Sclomon t, who firft of all built the entire temple. 
But king Agrippa, who had the care οἵ the temple committed 
to him by Claudius Cafar, confidering that it is eafy to demol- 
ith any building, byt hard to build it up again and that it was 
particularly hard to do it to thefe cloifters, which would re- 
quire a confiderable time, and great fums of money, he denied 
the petitioners their requeft about that matter ; but he did nat 
obftru& them when they defired the city might be paved with 
white ftone, He alfo deprived Jefus, the fon of Gamaliel, of 


* This infolent petition of fome of the Levites, to wear the facerdotal garments, 
when they fung hymns to God in the tempie, was very probably owing to the great 
depression and contempt the haughty high-priefts had now brought th.ir brethren 
the pricfts into ; of which fee chap. viii {eét. & and chap. ix feét. 2. 

+ Of this finifhing, not of the Naes, or holy hou fe, but of the ἐεῤὺν» ΟΥ̓ courts ἃ- 
hout i. called in general the temple, fee the note on B. XVII. ch. x. fe&. 2. 
Vol. IT. 

¢ OF thefe cloiflers of Solomon, fee the defcription of the temple, ch. xiii. 
They fecm, by Jofephus’s words, to have been built from the bottom of the 
Walley. 
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Jofadek, took the high-priefthood over the captives when 
they were returned home. Now he and his pofterity who 
were in all fifteen, until king Antiochus Eupator, were under 
a democratical government for fourteen years ; and then the 
forementioned Antiochus, and Lyfiathe general of his army, 
deprived Onias who was alfo called Menelaus, of the high- 
priefthood, and flew him at Berea, and dtiving away the fon 
{ of Onias the third,] put Jacimus into the place of the high- 
prieft, one that was indeed οἱ the ftock of Aaron, but not of 
that family of Onias. On which account Onias, who was the 
nephew of Onias that was dead, and bore the fame name with 
his father, came into Egypt, and got into the friendfhip of 
Ptolemy Philoretor, and Cleopatra his wife, and perfuaded 
them to make him the high-prieft of that temple which he 
built to God in the prefe€ture ot Heliopolis, and this in imi- 
tation of that at Jerwfalem ; but as for that temple which was 
builtin Egypt, we have {poken of it frequently already. Now 
when Jacimus had retained the priefthood three years, he di- 
ed, and there was no one that fucceeded him, that the city 
continued feven years without an high-prieft; but then the 
pofterity of the fons of Afamoneus, who had the government 
of the nation conferred upon them, when they had beaten the 
Macedonians tn war, appointed Jonathan to betheir high-prieff, 
who ruled over them feven years. And when he had been 
‘lain by the treacherous contrivance of Trypho, as we have 
related fomewhere, Simon his brother took the high-prieft- 
hood ; and when he was deftroyed at a fealt by the treachery 
ot his fon-in-law, his own fon whofe name was Hyrcanus, fuc- 
ceeded him, after he had held the high-priefthood one year 
longer than his brother. This Hyrcanus enjoyed that dignity 
thirty years, and died an old man, leaving the fucceffion to 


Judas who was alfo called Ariftobulus, whofe brother Alex- | 


ander was his heir ; which Judas died of a fore diftemper, af- 
ter he had kept the priefthood, together with the royal author- 
ity ; for this Judas was the firft that put on his head a diadem 
for one year. And when Alexander had been both king and 
high. prieft twenty-feven years, he departed this life. and per- 
mitted his wife Alexandra to appoint him that fhould be high- 
prieft ; fo fhe gave the high-priefthood to Hyrcanus, but re- 
tained the kingdom herlelt mine years, and then departed this 
life. The like duration [and no longer | did her fon Hyrcan- 
us enjoy the high-priefthood ; for alter her death his brother 
Arifiobulus fought againft him, and beat him, and deprived 
bim Οἱ his principality ; and he did himfelf both reign, and 
perform the office οἱ high-prieft to God. But when he had 


reigned three years and as many months, Pompey came upon 


him, and not only took the city of Jerulalem by force, but 
ut bim and his children in bonds, and fent them to. Rome. 
e alfo reftored the high-priefthood to Hyrcanus, and made 
him governor of the nation, but forbade him to weara diadem. 
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This Hyrcanus ruled, befides his firft nine years, twenty-for: 
years more, when Barzapharnes and Parcorus, the generals οἱ 
the Parthians, paffed over Euphrates, and tought with Hyvr- 
canus and took him alive, and made Antigonus the fon of Ar- 
iftobulus, king ; and when he had reigned three years and 
three months, Scfius and Herod befieged him, and took him, 
when Antony had him brought to Antioch, and flain there. 
Herod was thenmade king by the Romans, butdid no longer ap- 
point high-pricfts outof the family of Afamoreus ; but made cer- 
tain men to befothat were.of no eminent families but barely οἱ 
thofe thalwere priefts, excepting that he gave that dignity to A:- 
iftobulus; for when he had maslethis Ariftobulus the grandfon oi 
that Hyrcanus who was then taken by the Parthians, and ba! 
taken his fifter Mariamne to wife, he thereby aimed to win the 
good-will of the people, who had a kind remembrance of Hyr- 
canus [his grandtather.] Yet did he afterward, out of his 
fear left they fhould all bend their inclinations to Ariftobulus, 

ut bim to death, and that by contriving how to have him {ut- 

ocated, as he was {wimming at Jericho, as we have already 
related that matter ; but after this man he never intrulted the 
high-pricithood to the potfterity of the fons of Afamoneus. 
Archelaus alfo, Herod’s fon, did like his father in the appoint - 
ment of the high priefts,as did the Romans alfo, who took the 
government over the Jews into their hands afterward. Ac- 
cordingly the number of the high-priefts, from the days οἱ 
Herod until the day when Titus took the temple, and the city, 
and burnt them, were in all twenty-eight ; the time alfo thar 
belonged to them was an hundred and feven years: Some ot 
thefe were the political governors of the people under the 
reign ot Herod, and under the reign of Archelaus his fon, al- 
though atter their death the government became an Ariftocra- 
cy, and the high priefts were intrufed with a dominion ove: 
the nation. And thus much may fuffice to be faid concern- 
ing our high-prietts. 


CHAP. ΧΙ. 


Concerning Florus the Procurator, who neceffitated the Fews tr 
take up Arms againft the Romans. The conclufon. 


§1. OW Gaffius Floris, who was fent as fucceffor to Al- 

binus by Nero, filled Judea with abundance of mi- 
eries. He was by birth of the city Clazomenz, and brought 
along with him his wile Cleopatra. (by whofe triendthip with 
Poppea, Nero's wife, he obtained this government.) who was 
no way ditlerent from him in wickednefs. This Florus was 
fo wicked, and {fo violent in the ufe of his authority, that the 
Jews took Albinus to have been [comparatively | their bene- 
factor; foexcedlive were the mifchiets that he brought upos 
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them. For Albinus concealed his wickednefs, and was care- 
ful that it might not be difcovered to all men; but Geflius 
Florus, as though he had been fent on purpofe to thew his 
crimes toevery body, made a pompous oftentation of them to 
our nation, as never omitting any fort of violence, nor any 
unjuft fort of punifhment ; for he was not to be moved by 
pity, and never was fatisfied with any degree of gain that came 
in his way ; nor had he any moreregard to great than to {mall 
acquifitions, but becamea partner with the robbers themfelves. 
For a great many fell then into that praétice without fear, as 
having him for their fecurity, and depending on him, that he 
would fave them harmlefs in their particular robberies ; fo 
that there were no bounds fet to the nation’s miferies ; but the 
unhappy Jews when they were not able to bear the devaftations 
which the robbers made among them, were all under a necef- 
fity of leaving their own habitations, and ot flying away, as ho- 
ping to dwell more eafily any where elfe in the world among 
foreigners, [than in their own country]. And what need ἢ 
fay any more upon this head ? fince it was this Florus who ne- 
ceflitated us to take up arms againft the Romans, while we 
thought it better to be deftroyed at once, than by little and lit. 
tle. Now this war began in the fecond year of the govern- 
ment of Florus, and the twelfth year of the reign ot Nero. 
But then what a&tions we were forced to do, or what miferies 
we were enabled to fuffer, may be accurately known by fuch 
as will perufe thofe books which I have written about the Jew- 
ifh war. 
2. I thall now, theretore, make an end here of Antiquities; 
after the conclufion ot which events, I began to write that 
account ofthe war ; and thefe Antiquities contain what hath 
been delivered down to us from the original creation of man, 
until the twelfth year of the reign ot Nero, as to what hath be- 
fallen the Jews, as well in Egy ptas in Syria, and in Paleftine, 
and what we have fuffered from the Affyrians and Babylone- 
ans, and what affli€tions the Perfians and Macedonians, and 
atter them the Romans, have brought upon us; for 1 think 'L 
may fay that Ihave compofedthis hiftory with fufhcient accura- 
cy inall things. I have attempted to enumerate thofe high 
priefts that we have had during the interval of two thoufand 
years: I havealfo carried down the fucceffion of our kings, 
and related their aétions, and political adminiftration, with- 
out [confiderable] errors, as alfothe power οἵ our monarchs; 
and all according to what is written in our facred books ; for 
this it was that I promifed to do in the beginning of this hif- 
tory. And I am fo bold as to fav, now I have fo completely 
perfected the work I propofed to my felf to do, that no other 
erfon whether he were a Jew ora foreigner, had he ever 
Ὁ great an inclination to it, could fo accurately deliver thefe 
accounts to the Greeks as is done in thefe books, For thofe of 
my own nation freely acknowledge, that I far exceed them in 
Vor, 11, K 3 
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the learning belonging to Jews ; I have alfo taken a great dei! 
of pains to obtain the learning of the Greeks, and underftand 
the elements ot the Greek language, although I have fo long 
accuftomed mylelf to fpeak our own tongue, that I canno: 
pronounce Greek with {ufficient exa@nefs ; for our nation 
does not encourage thofe that learn the languages of many 12- 
tions, and fo adorn their difcourfes with the fmoothnels οἱ 
their periods ; becaufe they look upon this fort of accompli‘h- 
ment as common, not only to all forts of free men, but to 
many ot the férvants a8 pleafe to learn them. But they give 
him the teftimony of being awife man who is fully acquainted 
with our laws, and is able to interpret their meaning; οἵ 
which account, as there have been many who have done ther 
endeavours with great patience to obtain this learning, ther: 
have yet hardly been fo many as two or threé that have fuc- 
ceeded therein, who were immediately well rewarded for they 
pains. | . 
And.now it will not be perhaps an invidious thing, if] tre 
briefly of my own family, and of the a@tions of my own lil, 
while there is ftill living {uch as can either prove what | {a 
to be falfe, or can atteft that it is true ; with which accounis 
¥ fhall put an end to thefe Antiquities, which are contained in 
twenty books and fixty thoufand verfes. And if God * per- 
mit me, I will briefly run over this war again, with what be- 


© What Jofephus here declares his intention to do, if God permitted, to give it 
public again an abridgement of the Fewifh War, and to add what befel them fares 
to that very day, the 13th of Domitian, or A. D. 93, is mot, that I have obierved, 
taken diftingt notice of by any : Nor do weever hear of it elfewhere, whether ΜΝ 
. performed what he now intended or not. Some of the reafons of this defiga of 
might poffibly be his obfervation of the many errors he had been guilty of ic τ 
two firft of thofe fevrn books of the war, which were written when be was cot 
paratively young, and Icis acquainted with the Jewifh antiquities than he now ¥* 
and in which abridgement we might have hoped to find thofe many paflages δ. 
shimfelf, as well as thole feveral paffages which others refer to, as written by bi, 
but which are not extant in his prefent works. However, fince many of bis ov? 
refevences to what he had written elfewhete, as well as moft of his own errors. bs. 
long to fuch early times as could‘not well come into this abridgement of the jew 
ifh war; and fince none of thofe that quote things not now extant in his worrss 
including himfelf as well as others, ever cite any fuch abridgement, [ am fore 
rather to fuppofe that he never did publish any fuch work at all ; J mean 35 ci 
tiv from his own life, written by himfelf, for an appendix to thefe Aniiquice. 
" and this at leaft above feven years after thefe Antiquifics were finished. Nev ἐν 
“᾿ἀεεὰ does it appear to me, that Jofephus ever published that other work here mc 
tioned, as intended by him for the public alfo. I mean the three or four books 
concerning God and his effence, and concerning the Jewifh ἰατος ; why, according ? 
them, fome things were permitted the Jews, and others prohibited ; which latt fer 
to be the fame work which Jolfephus had alfo promifed, if Gad permitted, UU 
conclufion of his preface to thefe Antiquities ; nor do I fuppofe that be ever pur= 
lished any of them The Ceath of all his friends at court, Velpafan, Ties and 
"Domitian, and the coming of thofe he had no acquaiutance with to the crown. 
mean Nervaand Trajan, together with his remowal from Rome to Juda, υ" 
what followed it, might eafily interrupt Such his intentions, and prevent his pus 
sation of thofe works, . ᾿ 
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fel us therein to this very day, which 1s the thirteenth year. of 
the reign of Cefar Domitian, and the filty-fixth year of my 
own lite. I have alfoan intention to write three books con- 
cerning our Jewith opinions about God, and his effence, and 
about our laws; why, according to them fome things are 
permitted us to do, and others are prohibited, 
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δ 1. “J"HE family from which I am derived is not an ignoble 
one, but hath defcended all along from the priefts ; 

anda nobility among feveral people is of a different origin, 
fo with us to be of a facerdotal dignity, is an indication of the 
{;:lendour of a family Now ] am not only fprung from ἃ fa- 
cerdotal tamily in general, but from the firft of the twenty- 
four * courles ; aud as among us there is not only a confider- 
able difference between one family of each courte and anoth- 
er. Lam of the chiet family of chat firft courfe alfo; nay. fa- 
ther. by my mother 1 am of the royal blood ; for the children 
οἱ Afamoneus, trom wham that family was derived, had both 

- the othce of the high-priefthood, and the dignity ot a king for 
along time together. 1 will accordingly let down my pro- 
geniturs πὶ order My grand-father’s tather was named 5i- 
mon, with the addition of Pfellus : He lived at the fame time 
with that fon of Simeon the high prieft, who firft of all the ogn 
priefts was named Hyrcanus. This Simon Pileilus had nire 
fons, one of which was Matthias, called Ephlias ; he married 
the daughter of Jonathan the high prieft which Jonathan was 
the firft of the fons of Afamoneus, who was high prieft, and 
was the brother of Simonthe high prieft alfo. This Matthias 
had a fon called Matthias Curtus, and that in the fir year of 
the government of Hyrcanus; his fon’s name was ote 
born in the finth year of the reign of Alexandra: His fon 


Φ We may hence corre& the error of the Latin copy of the fecond book agai: 
Apton, fet 7,8 Vol. 111 (forthe Greek ts there loft,) which fays, there were then 
ouly four tribes or courles oi priefts, inftead of twenty-four = Nor is this teftim~ 
ny to be ditregarded, as it Jofephus there contradicted what he had affirmed bere; 
becauie even the account there given. better agrees to twenty-four than to four couri- 
es, while he favs that each of thote courfes contained above 5000 men, which mul- 
tiplied by only four, will make not many more than 20.000 priefts ; whereas the 
nut! er 120,090. as multiplied by gg, feems much the molt probable, they beg 
about one-tenth of the whole peuple, even after the captivity. δὲς Ezra ii 36—2y. 
Nehem. vii. 39—42 1 Efd.v 24.25 with Ezra ii. 64. Nehem. vii, 66. 3 Eid. 
v. 41. Nor wall thiscommon reading or notion of but four courtfes of priecits, + 
grce. with Jofephus’s own farther affertion elfewhere, Antig. B. VII. ch. xiv. k& 


@ Vol, 1. that David’s partition of the priefts into twenty-four courles bad com 
tinued to that day, 


γέ 
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Matthias was born in: the tenth year of the reign of Archelae 
με: As was I born to Matthias on the firft year of the reign of 
Caius Caiar. 1 have three fons; Hyrcanus the eldeft, was 
born on the.fourth year of the reign of Vefpafian, as was Juf- 
tus born on the feventh, and Agrippa on the ninth. us 
have I fet down the genealogy of my family. as I have found 
it def¢rited * in the public records, and fo bid adieu to thofe 
who calumniate me, [as of a lower original,| ὃ 

2. Now my fathet Matthias was not only eminent on ac- 
count of his nobility, but had an higher commendation on ac- 
count of his righteoufnefs, and wag in great reputation in Je. 
rufalem, the greateft city we have. I was myfelf brought up 
with my brother, whofe name was Matthias, for he was my 
own brother, by both father and mother; and I made mighty 
proficiency in the improvements of my learning, and appear. 
ed to have both a great memory and underftanding. Moreo- 
ver, when | wasachild, and about fourteen years of age, I 
was commended by all for the love I had to learning ; on which, 
account the high priefts and principal men of the city, came 
then trequently to me together, in order to know my opinion 
about the accurate underitanding of points of the law. And 
when | was about fixteen years old, [hada mind to make trial 
of the feveral fetts that were among us. Thefe feéls are three; 
the firft is that οἱ the Pharifees, the fecond that of the Saddu- 
cees, ant the third that of the Effens, as we have trequently 
‘told you ; for I thought that by this means 1 might choofe the 
beft, it I were once acquainted with them all: So 1 contented 
myfelf with hard fare, and underwent great difficulties, and 
went through them allt. Nor did I content my felf with thefe 
trials only ; but when 1 was informed that one whofe name 
was banus, lived in the defart, and ufed no other clothing 
than grew upon trees, and had no other food than what grew 
ot τ own accord, and bathed hrmleif in cold water frequent- 
ly, both by night and by day, in order to pre.erve his chaftity, 
I imitated him in thofe things, and continued with him three 
yearst. So when I had accomplifhed my defires, 1 returned 


Φ An eminent example of the care of the Jews about their genealogies, efpecial- 
ly as to the prieils. See Contr. Ap. B. 1. ch. 7. j 

+ When fofephus here jays, that from fixteen toiineteen, or for three years he 
made trial of the three Jewith fedts, the Pharitees, thé Sadducees, and the Effens, 
and yet fays pref.ntly, in all our copies, that he ftayed befides with one particular 
afcetick, called Banus, wag ἀυτῶ, with him, and this ftill before he was nineteen, 
there is Ixtle room left tor his trial of the three other {ects. 1 fuppofe therefore, 
that for wap ἄντω, with him, the old reading might be was ἀντοῖς, with them ; 
which is a very {mall emendation, and takes away the difficulty before us, Nor 
is Dr. Hud{on’s conjeéture, hinted at by Mr. Hall, in his preface to the do€tor’s 
edition of Jofephus, at all improbable, tbat this Banus, by this his defcription, 
might well be a follower of John the Baptift, and that from him jofephus might 
eafily imbibe fuch notions, as afterward prepared him to have a favoura‘l: opinion 


about Jefus Chrift bimielf, whp was attefted to by John the Baptift. 
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tions, becaufe I forefaw that, the end of fuch a war would be 
moft unfortunate to us. But I could not perfuade them ; tos 
the madnefs of defperate men was quite too hard for me. , 

5. I was then afraid, left, by inculcating thefe things fo of« 
ten, I fhould incur their hatred and their fufpicions, as it 3 
were of our enemies party, and fhould run into the danger of 






being feiz them. and flain ; fince they were already pof- 
feffed of ia, which was the citadel ; fo 1 retired into the 
Inner cou the temple. Yet did I go out of the temple a- 


gain, after Manahem and the principal of the band of robbers 
were put to death, when I abode among the high priefts and 
the chief of the Pharifees. But no {mall fear teized upon us 
when we faw the people in arms, while we ourfelves knew 
nat what we fhould do, and were not able to reftrain their fe- 
ditions. However, as the danger’ was direftly upon us, we 
pretended that we were ot the fame opinion with them, but 
only advifed them to be quiet for the prefent, and to let the 
enemy go away, ftill boping, that Geflius [ Florus] would not 
be long ere he came, and that with great forces, and fo put an 
end to thefe feditious proceedings. ; 

6. But, upon his coming and fighting he was beaten, and 
a great many of thofe chat were with him fell. And this dif- 
grace[ which Geffius withCaftius | received, became the calam- 
ity of curwhole nation; for thofe that were fond of the war were 
fo farelevated withthis fuccefs,that they had hopesof finally con- 
quering the Romans. Of which war another oecafion was 
miniftered ; which was this, Thofe that dwelt in the neigh- | 
bouring cittes of Syria feized gon {uch Jews as dwelt among 
them, with their wives and cifdren, and flew them, when 
they had not the leaft occafion of complaint againft them ; for 
they did neither attempt any innovation or revolt from the 

omans, gorchad they given any marks of hatred or treache- 
rous defigns towardsthe Syrians. But what was done by the 
inhabitants of Scythopolis was the moft impious and moft high- 
ly criminal of all* ; for, when the Jews their enemies came upon 
them from without, they forced the Jews that were among them 
10 bear arms againft their own countrymen, which it is unlaw- 
1] for us to do t; and when, by their affftance, they had joined 
battle with thole that attacked them, and had beaten them, af- 
ter that viGory they forgot the affurances they had given 
thefe their fellow-citizens and confederates, and flew them all, 
being in number many ten thoufands - 3,000]. Τῆς like 
miferies were undergone by thofe Jews that were the inhabr- 


9 See Of the War, B. IT. ch. xviii. fed. 3. 

+ The jews might colle& this unla-vfulnefs of fighting again their bethres, 
from that law of Mofes, Levit. xix. 16. ‘Thou shalt not and againft the blood 
of thy neighbour ;* and that, ver. 17. “Thou shalt not avenge, nor beare any 
gtudge againft the children of thy people ; but thou shalt love thy neighbour a+ 
thyfelf ." as well as from many other places in the Peatateuch and Prophets. Sex 
Antiq. B. VITE. ch. viii. fe&. 4. Vol. I. ; 


t 
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_ tants of Damafcus. But we have given a more accurate 4c. 
count of thefe things in the books of the Jewifh war. Lorly 
mention them now becaufe I weuld demonftrate to my read. 
ers, that the Jews war with the Romans was not voluntary, 
but that, for the main, they were forced by neceffity to ener 
into it. 

4, So when Geffius had been beaten, 84 we have faid al- 
teady, the principal men of Jerufalem, feeing tygeahe robbers 
and tnovators had arms in great plenty, and fearing left they, 
while they were unprovided of arms, fhould be in tubjettior 
to their enemies, which alfo came to be the cafe afterward ; 
and, being informed that all Galilee had not yet revolted trom 
the Romans, but that fome part of it was ftill quiet, they [ent 
me and two others of the priefts, who were men of excellent 
charaéters, Jozarand Judas, in order to perfuade the ill men 
there to lay down their arms, and to teach them this leffon, 
that it were better to have thofe arms referved for the mci 
courageous men that the nation had, | then to he kept there ; 
for that it had been refolved, that thofe our beft men fhould 
always have their arms ready againft futurity,.but fill fo, thet 
they fhould wait too fee what the Romans would do. 

8. Wen I had therefore received thele inftru€tions, I-came 
into Galilee, and found the people of Sepphoris in no {mail 
agony about their country, by reafon that the Galaleans had 
refolved to plunder it, on account of the friendfhip they bed 
with the Romans, and becaufe they had given their raght-hand, 
and made a league with Ceftius Gallus\"the prefident of Sy- 
ria. ButI delivered them alkggt of the fear they were in, anu 
perfuaded the multitude to deal kindly ‘with them, and per- 
mitted them to fend to thofe that were their own hoftages wit) 
Geffius to Dora, which is a city of Phenicia, as often as they 
pleafed ; though I ftill found the inhabitants of Tiberias ready 
to take arms, and that on the occafion following : 

. There were three ta€tions in this city. The δι was com- 
pofed of men of worth and gravity ; οἱ thefe Julius Capelius 
was the head, Now he, as well as all his companions, Herod 
the fon of Miarua, and Herod the fon of Gamalus, and Comp- 
fus, the fon of Compeus (for as to Compeus’s brother Crifpus, 
who had once been governor of the city under the greet 
king *[ Agrippa], he was beyond Jordan in his gwn _ poile'- 
fions) ; all thefe perfons before-named gave their advice, tet 
the city fhould then continue in their allegiance to the Ko- 
mans, and tothe king. But Piftus, who was guided by his 
fon, Juftus, did not acquiefce in that refolution ; otherwife he 
was himlelf naturally of a good and virtuous character. But 
the fecond fa&tion was compofed ot the moft ignoble perfons. 
and was determined tor war. But as for Juttus, the fon οἱ 


* That this Herod Agrippa, the fath-r, was of old οδ''ο a Great King, a Were 
appears by his coi:s ftill remaining ; to which Havsrcamp refers us, 
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Piftus who was the head of the third faGion, although he pre- 
tended to be doubtful about going to war, yet was he really 
defirous of innoyation, as fuppofing, that he fhould gain pow- 
erto himfelf by the change of affairs, _ He therefore came in- 
to the midft of them, and endeavoured to inform the. multi- 
tude, That ‘‘ the city Tiberias had ever been a city of Gali- 
lee, and sn the days of Herod the tetrarch, who had built 
it, 1t had Gjined the principal place, and that he had ordered 
that the city Sephoris fhoald be fubordinate to the city, Tibe- 
rias ; that they had now loft this pre-eminence even under A- 
grippa the father, but had retained it until Felix.was procura-, 
tor of Judea. But he told them, that now they had. been fo 
unfortunate as to be made a prefent by Nero to Agrippa jun- 
ἸΟῪ ; and that, epon Sepphori’s fubmiffion. of itfe}t to the Ro- 
mans, that was become the capital city of Galilee, and that 
the royal trealury and the archives were now removed from 
them.”” When he had {poken thefe things. .and a great many 
more againft Agrippa, in order to provoke the people to a re- 
volt, headded, That ‘* this was the time. for them to take arms, 
and join with the Galileans as their confederates (whom . they 
might command, and who would now willingly affift them, 
out of the hatred they bare tothe people of Sepphoris, becaufe, 
they preferved their fidelity tothe Romans), and to gather a 
preat number of forces in order to punifh them.” | And, ag 
e faid this, he exhorted the multitude [to go to war]; ἴοι. 
his abilities lay in making harrangues tothe people, and in 
being too hard in his fpeeches for fuch'as oppoled him. though 
they advifed what was more to-their advantage, and this by 
his craftinefs and his fallacies ; for he was not unfkilful in the 
learning of the Greeks, and in dependence on that, {kill it 
was, that he undertook to write an hiftory of thefe affairs, as 
aiming by this way of harranguing to difguife the truth, But 
as to this man, and how ill were his charaéter and condu€t of 
life, and he and his brother were, in great meafure, the au- 
thors of our deftruction, I thall give the reader an account in 
the progrefs of my narration. So when joftus had by his 
perfuafions, prevailed with the citizen of Tiberias to take 
arms, nay, and had torced agreat many fo to do againtt their 
wills, he went out, and fet the villages that belonged to Ga- 
dara, and Flippos on fire; which vitlages were fituated on 
the borders of Tiberias, and of the region of Scythopolis. © 
. 10. And this was the ftate Tiberias was now in. Sut as for 
Gifchala, its affairs were thus : Wher John, the fon of Livi, 
faw fome of the citizens much elevated upon their revolt from 
the Romans, he laboured to reftrain them, and entreat them, 
that they would keep their alliance to them. But he could 
not fun his purpofle, although he did his endéavours to the ut- 
molt ; for the neighbouring people of Gadara, and Gabara, and 
Sogana, with the Tyrians, got together a great army, and fell 
upon Gifchala, and took Gifchala by force, and fet it on fire; 
Vor. ἢ, L 3 
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and when they had entirely demolithed it, they returned home. 
Upon which John was fo enraged, that he armed all his men, 
and joined battle with the people forementioned, and rebuil: 
Gifchala after a manner better than before, and fortified ἡ 
with walls for ats fuiure fecurity. 

11. But Gamala perfevered in its alliance to the Romans for 
the reafon following : Philip the fon of Jacimga, who was 
their governor under king Agrippa, had been!aHex pefiedly 
preferved when the royal palace δι Jerufalem had been belieg- 
ed; but, as he fled away, had fallen into another danger. and 
that was of being. killed by Manahem, and the robbers that 
were with him; but certain Babylonians, who were of is 
kindred, and were then in Jerufaiem, hindered the robbers 
from executing their defign. So Philip ftaid there four days, 
and fled away on the fitth, having di/guifed himlelt with fic- 
titious hair, that he might not be di!covered ¢ and when he 
was come to one of the villages to him belonging, but one 
that was fituated at the borders of the citadel of Gamala, he 
fent to fome ot thofe that were under him, and commanded 
them to cometo him. But God himfelt hindered that his 1η- 
tention, and this for his own advaatage alfo ; for had it not 
fo happened, he had certainly perifhed. Fora tever having 
feized upon him immediately, he wrote letters to. Agrippa and 
Bernice, and gave them to oneothis freed- mento carry them to 
Varus, who at this time was procurator of the kingdom, 
which the king and his fifter had-intrusted them withal, while 
they were gone to Berytus with an intention: of meeting Gel- 
fius. When Varus had received thefe letters of Philip, and 
had learned that he was preferved, he was very unealy at 1, 
as fuppofing that he fhould appear ufelefs to the king and his 
fifter, now Philip was come. He therefore produced the 
carrier of the letters before the multitude, and accu!.d him 
of forging the fame; and faid, that he {pake talfely when he 
related that Philip was at lerufalem, fighting among the Jews 
again{ft the Romans, Sohe flew him. And when this treed 
man of Philip did not return again, Philip was doubtful whx 
jhould be the occafion of his ftay; and fent a fecond meflen- 
ger with letters, that he might, upon his return, inform him 
what had befallen the other that had been fent before, and 
why he tarried fo long. Varus accufed this mefleagger allo, 
when 116 came, of telling a falfehocd, and flew him. For he 
was puffed up by the Syrians that were at Cefarea, and had 
great expectations ; for they faid, that Agrippa would be fla:n 
by the Romans for the crimes which the Jews had committed, 
and that he fhould himfelf take the government, as derived 
from their kings ; for Varus was by the confeflion of all, οἱ 
the royal family, as being a defcendant of Sohemus, who had 
enjoyed atctrarchy about Libanus; for which reafon it was 
that he was puffed up, and kept the letters to himfelf. He 
sontrived allo that the king fhould not meet with thofe. wns 
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ings, by guarding all the paffes, left any one fhonld efcape 


and inform the king what had been done. He moreover flew 


many of the Jews, in order to gratify the Syrians of Cefarea. 
Fe hada mind alfoto join wih the Trachanites in Batanea, 
and to take up arms and make an affault upon the Babylonian 
yews that were at Ecbatana ; for that was the name they went 
y- He theretore called to him twelve of the Jews of Ce- 
farea, of gaebeft charaéter, and ordered them to go to Ecba- 
tana, and inform their countrymen who dwelt there, that Varus 
hath heard, that ‘* you intend to march againft the king; but, 
not believing that report, he hath fent us to perfuade you to 
lay down your arms, and that thts compliance will be a fign, 
that he did well not to give credit to thofe tat raifed the re- 
port concerning you.” He alfo enjoined them to fend feven- 
ty of their principal men to make a defence for them as to the 
accufation laid againftthem. So when the twelve meflengers 
came to their countrymen at Ecbatana, and found that they 
had no defigng of innovation at all, they perfuaded them to 
fend the feventy men alfo; who not at all fufpeéting what 
would came. fent them accordingly. So thefe feventy * went 
down to Cefarea, together with twelve * ambafladors ; where 
Varus met them with the king’s, and flew them all, together 
with the [twelve] amabafladors, and made an expedition againft 
the Jews ot Ecbatana But one there was of the feventy who 
efcaped and made hafte to inform the Jews of their coming ; 
upon which they took their arms, with their wives and chil- 
dren, and retired to the citadel at Gamala, leaving their awn 
villages full of all forts of good things, and having many ten 
thoufands of cattle therein. When Philip was informed of 
thefe things, he alfo came to the citadel ot Gamala; and 
when he was come, the multitude cried aloud, and defired 
him to refume the government, and to make an expedition a 
gainft Varus, and the Syrians of Cefarea ; tor it was report- 
ed that they had ffain the king. But Philip reftrained their 
zeal, and put them in mind of the benefits the king had be- 
ftowed upon them ; and told them how powerful the Romans 
were, and fafd it was not for their advantage to make war 
with them ; and at length he prevailed withthem. But now, 
when the king was acquainted with Varus’s defign, which 
wa cut off the Jews of Cefarea, being many ten thouf- 
ands"with their wives and children and all in one day, he call- 
ed to him Equiculus Modius, and fent him to be Varus’s fuc- 
.ceffor, as we have elfewhere related, ‘But ftill Philip kept 
offeflion of the citadel of Gamala, and of the country δά. 
joining toit, which thereby continued in heir allegiance to 
the Romans. 
12. Now as foon as 1 was come into Galilee, ind had learn- 
od this itate of things by the information ot fuch as told me 






3. The famous [εἰν numbers of twelve and feventy are here remarkable, 
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of them, I wrote to the fanhedrim at Jerufalem about them, 
and required their direction what I fhould do. Their direc- 
tion was, that I fhould continue there, and that, 1f my fellow- 
legates were willing, I fhould join’ with them in the care 
ot Galilee. “But thofe my fellow legates having gotten 
great riches from thofe tythes which as priefts were their dues, 
and were given to them, determined to return to their owa 
country. - Yet when 1 defired them to flay fo long, that we 
might firft fettle the public affairs, they complied with me. 
So 4 removed, together with them, fromthe city of Sephoris, 
and came to a certain yillage called Bethmaus, four furlongs 
diftant from Tiberias ; and thence I fent meffengers to the 
fenate οἱ Tiberias, and defired that the principal men of the ci- 
ty would come to me: And when they were come, Julus 
himfelt being alfo with them, I told them, that I was fent to 
them by the people of Jerufalem as a legate, together with 
thefe other priefts, in order to perfuade them to demolih that 
houfe which Herod the tetrarch had built there, and which 
had the figures of living creatures in it, although our laws 
have torbidden us to make any fuch figures ; and I defired, 
that they would give us leave (5 to doimmediately. But lor 
a good while Capellus and the principal men belonging to the 
city, would not give us leave, but were at length entirely - 
vercome by us, and were induced to be of our opinion. 5a 
Jefus the fon of Sapphias, one of thofe whom we have already 
mentioned as the leader of a feditious tumult of mariners and 
poor people, prevented us, and took with him certain Galile- 
ans, and fet the entire palace on fire, and thought he [που] 
get a great deal ot money thereby, becaufe he {aw fome ol the 
roofs gilt with gold. They aifo plundered a great deal of the 
furniture, which was done without our approbation ; for, al- 


, ter we had difcourfed Capellus and the principal men of the 


city, we.departed from Bethmaus, and went into the upper 
Galilee. But Jefus and his party flew all the Greeks that 
were inhabitants of ‘Tiberias, and as many others as were (het 


‘ - 
' 


enemies betore the war began. : 

13. When I underftood this ftate of things, © was greatly 
provoked, and went down to Tiberias, and tuok all the care 
could of the royal furniture, to recover all that could be re 
covered from fuch as had plundered it. They con 0 
candlefticks made of Corinthian brafs, and of roya ADIs, 
and of a great quantity of uncoined filver : And refolved 
to preferve whatfoever came to my hand for the king. 50 
fent for ten of the principal men of the fenate, and for 2 
pellus the fon of Antyllus, and committed the furniture (0 
them, with this charge, that they fhould part with it to 90 
body elfe buttomyfelf. From thence 1 and my fellow le- 
gates wentto Gifchala to John, as defirous to know his 1- 
tetions, and foon faw that he was for innovations, an had 








THE BIE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 459 


mind to the principality ; for he defired me to give him au 
thority to carry off that corn which belonged to Cefar, and 
Jay in the villages of Upper Galilee ; and he pretended that 
he would expend what it came toin building the walls of 
hisown city. But when! perceived wipat he endeavoured at, 
and what he had in his mind, I faid I would not permit him 
fo to do ; for that 1 thought either to keep it for the Romans, 
or tor my felf, now was I intrufted with the public affairs there 
by the people of gerufalem. But when \he was not ‘able to 
prevail with me he betook himfelt to my fellow-legates ; for 
they had no fagacity ip providing tor futurity, and were very 
ready to take bribes. So he corrupted them with money to 
decree, that al} that corn which was within his province 
fhould be delivered to him ; while I, who was but one, was 
outyoted by two, and held my tongue. Then did John in- 
troduce another cunning contrivance of his ; for he faid, that 
thofe Jews who inhabited Cefarea Philippi, and were fhut up 
by the order of the king’s deputy there, had fent to him to de- 
fire him, that, fince they had no oi! that was pure for their ufe, 
he would provide a fuficient quantity of fuch oil that came 
from the Greeks, andthereby tranfgrefs their own laws. Now 
this was faid bY john. not out of his regard to religion, but - 
out of his moft flagrant defire of gain ; for he knew, that two 
fextaries were fold with them of Cefarea for one drachme, 
but thae at’ Gifchala four-fcore fextaries were fold for four 
fextaries. So he gave order, that all the oil which was there 
fhould be carried away, as.having my permiffion for fo doing ; 
which yet | did not grant him voluntarily, but only out of 
fear of the multitude, fince, if I had forbidden him, I fhould 
have been ftoned by them. When I had therefore permitted 
this to be done by John, he gained vaft fums of money by this 
his knavery. 

14. But when I had-difmiffed my fellow-legates, and fent 
them back to Jerufalem, I took care to have arms provided, 
and the cities fortified. And, when I had fent for the moft 
hardy among tke robbers, I faw that it was not in my power 
to take their arms from them ; but I perfuaded the multitude 
to allow them money as pay, and told them, it was better for 
them to give them a little willingly, rather than to [be forced 
to] οὐδῆγο them when they plundered theirgoods from them. 
And when I had obliged them to take an oath not to come into 
that country, unlefs they were invited to come, or elfe when 
they had not their pay given them, I difmiffed them, and 
charged them neither to make an expedition againft the Ro- 
inans, nor againit thofe their neighbours that lay round about 
them; for my firft care was to keep Galilee in peace. So! 
was willing to have the principal of the Galileans, in all feven- 
ty, as hoftages for their fidelity, but ftill under the notion of 
friendfhip. Asccordingly I made them my friends and com- 
Panions as d journeyed, and fet them to judge caufes; and 
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ehiefly Juftus δὴ his father Piftus, that were earneft in their 
revolt from me, and their adhcrance to John. But I came 
upon them, and prevented them ; fora meffenger had come 
to me trom Silas, whom I had made governor ot Tiberias,as F 
have faid already, and had told me of the inclinations of the 
people of Tiberias, and advifed me to make afte thither; for 
that, 1f I made any delay, the city would come under anoth- 
ex's jurifdi€tion. Upon the receipt of this letter of Silas, F 
took two hundred men along with me, and traveHed all night, 
having fent betore a meffenger to let the people of Tiberias 
know that I was comitig.to them. When I came near to the 
city, which was early in the morning, the multitude came 
out to meet me; and John came with them, and faluted me, 
but in a moft difturbed manner, as being afraid that my com- 
ing was to call him to an account for what I was now fenfible 
he was doing. « So he in great hafte, went to his lodging. But 
when I was in the open place of the city, having difmifled 
the guards I had about:me, excepting one, and ten armed men 
that were with him, I attempted-to make a fpeech to the mul- 
titade of the people of ‘Tiberias ; and, ftanding‘on a certain 
elevated place, Ε entreated them not tu be fo hafty in their re- 
volt ; for that fuch a change in their behaviour would be to 
their reproach, and that they would then jultly be fufpefted 
by thofe that fhould be their governors hereattér, as if they 
were not likely to be faithful tu them neither. 

18. But, before I had {poken all I defigned, I heard ane of 
my own domeftics bidding me come down; for that it was 
not a proper time to take’ care of retaining the good-will of 
the people of Tiberias, but to provide tor my own fafety, and 
efcape my enemies there ; for John had chofen the πιοίξ trul- 
ty o thole armed men that were about him out of thofe thou- 
{and that he had with him, and had given them orders, when 
hefent them.to kill me, having learned that I was alone ex- 

_cepting fome of my domeftics. So thofe that were fent came 
as they were ordered, and they had executed what they came’ 
about, had I not leaped down trom the elevation 1 ftood on, 
and with one of my guards, whofe name was James, been 
carried [out of the crowd| upon the back of one Herod of 
Tiberias, and guided by him down to the lake where I feized 
a fhipjgand got into it, and efcaped my enemies unexpetted- 
ly, and came to Tarichea. 

19. Now as foon as the inhabitants of that city underftood 
the perfidioufnefs of the people ot Tiberias, they were greatly 
provoked at them. So they fnatched up their arms, and de. 
fired me to be their leader again& them ; for they faid they 
would avenge their commander’s caufe upon them. They 
alfo carried the report of what had been done to me to ἅ1} the 
Galileans, and eagerly endeavoured to irrritate them againit 
the people of Tiberias. and defired that vaft numbers of them 
would get together, and come to them, that they might act in 

>» e . 
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concert with their commander. what fhould be determined «* 
fitto be done. According!y the Galileans came to me in great 
numbers, from all parts with their weapons, and befought me 
to affault Tiberias, to take it by torce, ard to demolith 1, tl! 
it lay even with the ground, and then to make {flaves of its in- 
habitants, with their wives and children. | Thofe that were 
pofephus's triends alfo, and had efcaped out of Tiberias, gave 
im the fame advice. But I didnot comply with them, think. 
ing it a terrible thing to begina civil war among them; for | 
thought, that this contention ought not to proceed farther 
than words: Nay. I told them that it was not for their own 
advantage to do what they would have me to do. while the 
- Romans expeéted no other than that we fhould deftroy om 
another by our mutual feditions. And by faying this, I put. 
flop to the anger of the Galileans. 

20. But now John wasatraid tor himfe?f, fine his treachery 
had proved unfuccefsfal. So he took the armed men that were 
about him, and removed from Tiberias to Gifchala, aad wrote 

‘tome to apologize for himfelf concerning what bad been 
done, as if ithad been done without hig approbation, and de- 
fired me to have no fulpicion of him to his difadvantage. He 
alfo added oaths and certain horrible curfes upon himfcll, acd 
fuppofed he fhould be thereby believed in the points he wrote 
about to me. ΝΞ 

21. But πον another great number of the Galileans came 
together again with their weapons, as knowing the maf, how 
wicked and how fadly perjured he was. and’ defired me to lead 
them againft him, and promifed me that they would‘atterly 
deftroy both him and Gifchala. Hereupon I profeffed, that 

_I was obliged tothem for their readinefs to ferve me, and that 
I would more than requite that their good will to me. How- 
ever lentreated them to reftrain themfelves, and begged οἱ 
them to give me leave to do what 1 intended, which ψ 8810 
put anend to thefe troubles without bloodfhed ; and when 1 
had prevailed with the multitude of the Galileans to let πιὸ 
do fo, I came to Sepphoris 

22. But the inhabitants of this city having determined to 
continue in their allegiance to the Romans, were atraid of ny 
coming to them, and tried, by putting me upon another ac- 
tion, to divert me, that they might be freed trom thi terror 
they werein. Accordingly they fent to Jefus the captain ° 
thofe robbers who were in the confines of Ptolemais, 2% 
promited to give hima great deal of money, if he would com 
with thofe forces he had with him, which were in numbe 
eight hundred, and fight with us. Acéordingly he comple: 
with what they defired, upon the prorifes they had ma 
him, and was defirous to fall upon us when we were unpre 
pared for him, and knew nothing ot his coming before han 
So he fent to me and defired that I would give him leave ¢ 

come and falute me, When I had given him that leave whic 

® 
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I did without the leaft knowledge of his treacherous intentions 
beforehand, he took his band of robbers, and made hafte to 
come to me. Yet did not this his knavery fucceed well at laft ; 
for. as he was already nearly approathing, one of thofe with 
him deferted him, and, come to me, and told me what he had 
tundettaken to do. When I wis informed of this, I went into 
the market- place, ἀπά pretended to know nothing of his treach- 
erous purpofe. I took with me many Galileans that were 
armed, as alfo fomie of thofe of Tiberias ; and, when I had giv- 
en otders that all the roads fhould be carefully guarded, I 
‘charged the keepers of the gates to give admittance to nore 
but Telus, when he came with the principal of his men, and 


to exclude the reft ; and in cafe they aimed to force them- 


{elves in, to iife ftripes [in order to tepelthem Accordingly, 
thole that had received {uch a charge did as they were bidden, 
and Jefus carge iti with a few others ; and when 1 had ordered 
him to throw down his arms ithmediatelv, and told him, that 
if he rétufed fo to do, he was a dead man, he feeing armed 
men ftanding all round about him, was terrified, and compli- 
ed ; and as for thofe of his followers that were excluded, when 
they were informed that he was feized, they ranaway. I then 


‘Called Jelus to me by himfelf, and told hit, that “ I was not, 


Ὁ flranger to that treacherous defign he had againft me, nor 
was 1 ignorant by. whom he was fent for ; that however, I 
would forgive what he had done already, it he would repent 
of it, and be faithtul to me hereafter.” And thus, upon his 
-promife to do all that I defired. I let him go, and gave him 
leave to ges thofe whom he had formerly had with him, to- 
gether again. But I threatened the inhabitants of Sepphoris, 
that, if they would riot leave off their ungrateful treatment οἵ 
me, | would punifh them fufftciently. 

23 At this time it was that two great men, who were under 
the jurifdiGion of the king [Agrippa,| came to me out of the 
region of Trachonitis, bringing their horfes and their arms, 
and carrying with them their money alfo ; and when the Jews 
would force them to be circumciled,.if they would flay a- 
mong them, 1 would not permit them to have any force put 
upon them, but * faid to them, ‘‘ Every one ought to worlhip 
God according to his own inclinations, and not to be con- 
{trained by force ; and that thefe men, who had fled to us for 
proteftion, ought not to be fo treated as to repent of their 
coming hither.” And when I had pacified the multitude, I 
provided for the men that were come to us whatfoever it was 


* Jofeshus’s opinion is here well worth noting, that every one is to be permit. 
ted to worfhip God according to his own confcience, and is not to be compelled 
in matters of religion : As ane may here obferve, on the contrary, that the reft of 
the jews were fill for obliging-all thofe who married Jews to be circumcifed, and 

Jews, and were ready to deftroy all that would not fubmit to do fo. See 
fe&. 91. and Luke ix. 54. 


Vou, It. — M3 
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they wanted, according to their ufual way of living, and thar 
in great plenty alfo. 

24. Now king Agrippa fent an army to make themfelves 
roafters of the citadel of Gamala, and over. it Equicolus Mo- 
dius ; but the forces that were fent were not enow to encon- 
pafs the citadel quite round, but lay before it in the open pla- 
ces. and befieged it. But when Ebutius the decurion, who 
was intrufted with the govermment of the great plain, heard 
that 1 was at Simonias, a village fituated in the confines οἱ 
Galilee, and was dftant from hint fixty furlongs. he took an 
hundred horfemen that were with him by night, and a certain 
number of footmen, about two hundred, and. brought the in- 
habitants of the city Gibea along with him ag auxiliaries, and 
marched in the night, and came to the village where_ I abode. 
Upon this I' pitched my camp over againft him, which hada 
great number of forces in it; but Ebutius tried to draw us 

own into the plain, as greatly dependiag on his horfemen; 
but we would not come down ; for when I was fatisfied of the 
advantage that his horfe would have it we came down into the 
plain, while we were all footmen, I refolved to join battle 
‘with the enemy where I was. Now Ebutius: and bis party 
made a courageous oppofition for fome time ; bat when he 
{aw that his horle were ufeleis to him in that place, he retired 
hack to the city Gibea, having lof three of his men io the 
fight. So I followed him dire@ly, with two thoufand armed 
men ;.and when I was at the city Befara, that lay in the con- 
fines of Ptolemais, but twenty furlongs from Nibea where 
Ehutius abode, I placed my armed men on the outfide of the 
village, and gave orders that they fhould guard the paffes with 

reat care, that the enemy might not difturb us, uatil we 
fhould have carried off the corn, a great quantity of which lay 
there : It belonging to Bernice the queen, and had been gat) 
ered together out of the neighbouring villages into Belara: 
So | loaded my camels and affes, a great number of which 
had brought along with me, and’ fent the corn mto Galilee. 
When I had- done this, I offered Ebutius battle ; but when he 
would. not accept of the offer tor he was terrified at our reac 
neis and courage, I altered ny route, and marched towatt’s 
Neopolitanus, becaufe 1 had heard: that the country about 1:- 
berias was laid wafte by: him. “Fhis Neopolitanus was (δ᾽ 
tain ot a troop of horfe, aad had the cuftody of Scy thopolls 
intrufted to his care by the enemy ; and when I had hindere 
him from doing any farther mifchief to Tiberias, | [εἰ my fel 
to make provifion tor the affairs of Galilee. 

25. But when Jobn, the fon of Levi, who, as we before told 
you, abode at Gilchala, was informed: how all things bad {uc- 
ceeded to my mind, and that I was-much in favour with thole 
that were under me ; as alfo that the enemy were greatly 2- 
fiaid cf me, he was not pleafed with it, as thinking my PPO" 
perity tended tohisruin. So he took up a bitter envy ὃ 
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enmity againft me ; and hoping, that if he could inflame thofe 
that were under me to hate me, he fhould put an end to the 
profperity I was in, he tried to perfuade the inhabitants of 
Tiberias, and of Sepphoris (and for thofe of Gabara he fup- 
pofed they would be alfo of the fame mind with the others,) 
-which were the greateft cities of Galilee, to revolt from their 
fubjeQion to me, and to be of his party ; and told them, that 
he would command them better than i did. As for the peo- 
ple of Sepphoris, who belonged to neither of us, becaufe they 
had chofen to be in fubje&tion to the Romans, they did not 
comply with his propofal ; and for thofe of Tiberias, they did 
not indeed fo far comply, as to tnake arevolt from under me, 
but they agreed to be his friends, while the inhabitants of Ga- 
bara did go over to John ; and it was Simon that perfuaded 
them fo to do, one who was both the principal man in the city, 
and a particular friend and companion of John. It is true, 
thefe dia not openly own the making a revolt, becaufe the 
were in great fear of the Galileans, and had: frequent expert- 
ence of the good-will they bore to me ; yet did they privately 
watch for a proper opportunity to lay {nares for me ; and in- 
deed | thereby came into the greate& danger, oa the occafion 
following. 

26. There were forne bold young men of the village Da- 
baritia, who obferved that the wife οἱ Ptolemy, the king’s pro- 
curator, was to make a progrefs over the great plain with a 
mighty attendance, and with fome horfemen that followed. as 
a guard to them, and this out of a country that was fubjeét to 
the king and queen, into the jarifdi@ion of the Romans ; and 
fell upon them on the fudden, and obliged the wife of Ptole- 
my to fly away, and plundered ail the carriages. They alfo 
came to me to Tarichezx, with four mutes loading of garments, 
and other furniture ; and the weight of the filver chey broughe 
was not {mall, and there were five hundred pieces of gold al- 
fo. Now I had ἃ mind to preferve thefe {poils for Ptolemy, 
who was my countryman ; and it is prohibited * us by our 
laws even to [poil our enertes ; fo I faid to thofe that brought 
thefe fpoils, that they ought to be kept in order to rebuild the 
walls of Jerufalem with them, when they came to be fold. But 
the young men took it very il] that they did not receive a part 


* How Jofephus could fay here chat the Jewth Jaws forbade them to “ f{poil 
even their enemies,” while yet, a tittle before his ime, our Saviour had mentioned 
xt as theo a current maxim with them, “6 Thou fhalt love thy neighbour, and πεῖς 
thine enemy,” Matt. v. 43. is worth our inquiry. , I take it that Jofephus, having 
been no-w for many years an Ebionite Chriftsan, had teamed this interpretation of 
the Jaw ot Mofes from Chrift, whom he owned for the true MeMiah, as it follows 
in the fucceeding verfes, which, though he might πρὶ read in St. Matthew's goipel, 
“yet might he have read mach the fame expofition in their own Ebionite of Nazere 
ene golpel itfelf ;of which improvements made by Jolephus, after he was become 
ἃ Chriftian, we have already had feveral examples in this his lile, fe&t. 3, 13, 15, 

#4, 81) 23, and shall have many more therein before its conclufion, as well as we 
have them ellewbere in all his latter writings. 
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of thofe fpoils for themfelves, as they expe@ed to have done 5 
fo they went among the villages, in the neighbourhood of Ti- 
berias, and told the people, that I was gotng to betray their 
country to the Romans, and that l ufed deceittul language to 
them, when I (διά, that what had been thus gotten by rapine 
fhould be kept for the rebuilding of the walls of the city of Je- 
rufalem ; although I had refolved to reflore thefe fpoils agarr 
to their former owner. And indeed they were herein not 
miftaken as to my intentions ; for when I had gotten clear οὗ 
them, 1 fent for two of the principal men, Daffjon, and Jan- 
neus the fono! Levi, perfons that were among the chief friends 
of the king, and commanded them to take the furniture that 
had been plundered and to fend it to him ; and 1 threatened 
that 1 would order them to be put to death by way of punifh- 
ment, if they difcovered this my command to any other per- 
on. 

27. Now when all Galilee was filled with this rumour, that 
their country was about to be betrayed by me to the Romans, 
and when all men were exafperated againft me, and ready tq 
bring me to punifhment, the inhabitants of Tarichee did alfa 
themfelves {uppofe that what the young men faid was true, 
and perluaded my guards and armed men to leave me when J 
was afleep, and to come prefently to the hippodrome, in order 
there to take counfel againft metheir commander. And when 
they had prevailed with them, and they were gotten together, 
they found there a great company aflembled already, who all 
joined in one clamour, to bring the man who was fo wicked 
to them as to betray them, to hrs due punifhment ; and it was 
Jefus, the fon of Sapphiss, who principally fet them on. He 
was ruler in Tiberias, a wicked man, and naturally difpofed 
to make diflurbances im matters οἵ, confequence ; a feditiougs 
perfon he was indeed, and an innovator beyond every body 
elfe. He then took the laws of Mofes into his hands, came in- 
to the midft of the people, and faid, “ O my fellow-citizens, 
if you are not difpofed to hate fafephus on your own account, 
have regard however to thefe laws of your country, which 
y our commander in chief is going to betray ; hate him there- 
tore on both thefe accounts, and bring the man who hath a@- 
ed thus infolently to his deferved pun:fhmeut.” 

28. When he had faid this, and the multitude had openly 
applauded him for what he had faid, he took foine of the arm- 
ed men, and made hafte away to the houfe in which I lodged, 
as if he would kill me immediately, while 1 was wholly inten- 
fible of all till this difturbance happened ; and by realon of the 
pains I had been taking, was fallen [δίς afleep. But Simon, 
who was intrufted with the care of my body, and was the only 
perfon that ftayed with me, and {aw the violent incurfion the 
citizens made upon me, he awaked me, and told me of the 
danger I was in, and defired me to let him kill me, that } 
might die brayely and like a general, betore ny enemies came 
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jn, and forced me [τὸ kill myfelf,| or killed oie themfelves, 
‘Fhus did he difcourfe to me ; but I committed the care of my 
lite to God, and made hafte to go out to the multitude. Ac-~ 
cordingly i put ona black garment, and hung my {word at 
my neck, and went by fuch a differertt way to the hippodrome, 
wherein | thought none of my adverfagies would meet me ; fo 
1 appeared among them on the fudden, and fell down flat on 
the earth, arid bedewed the ground with my tears: Then I. 
feemed to them all an obje& ot compaffion. And when I per- 
ceived the change that was made in the multitude, I tried to: 
divide their opinions, before the armed men fhould returi trom 
my houle ; fo 1 granted them, that I had been as wicked as they 
fuppofed me to be ; but fill I entreated them, to let me firft in-’ 
torin them for what ufe 1 had kept the money which arofe trom. 
the plynder, and that they might then kill me if they pleafed : 
And upon the multitude’s ordering me to fpeak, the armed 
men Came upon me, aad when they faw me, they ran to kill 
me; but whenthe multitude bid them hold their hands, they 
complied, and expected that as {aon as I thould own to them 
that 1 kept-the muney tor the king, it would be looked on as a 
confeffion of my treafon, and they fhould then be allowed τὸ 
ΚΙ} me. 

29. When therefore filence was made by the whole multi- 
tude, | {pake thusto ‘them ; ‘‘O my countrymen, I refufe 
pot te die, 1f juftice fo require, However, I am defirous to 
tell you the truth of this matter before’ 1 die; for as 1 know 
that this ety of yours [TFarichez| was a city of great hofpital. 
ity, and filled with abundance at fuch men as have lett their 
own coumries, and are come hither to be partakers of your 
tortune whatever it be, I had a mind to build walls about it, 
out of this money, for which you are fo angry with me, while. 
yet 1t was to be expended in building your own walls.” Upon 
my faying this, the people of Tarichez, and the ftrangers 
cried out, That ‘ they gave me thanks, and defired me to be 
ol good courage.” Although the Galileans, ἀπά the people 
οἵ Fiberias continued in their wrath againit me, infomuch 
that there arufe atumult among them, .wmle fome threatened 
to kill me, and fome bid me not to regard them; but when I 
piomifed there that 1 would build them walls at Tiberias, and: 
at other cities that wanted them, they. gave credit to what 1 
promiied, and returned every one to his own home. So 1 εἰς" 
caped the torementioned danger, beyond all my hopes, and 
returned to my owe houle, accompanied-with my friends, and 
twenty armed ‘men alfo 

30. However, thefe robbers and other authors of this tu-- 
mult, who were afraid on their own account, left I fhould pun- 
ih them for what they had done, took fix hundred armed men, 
- and came to the houfe where I abode, in orderto fet it on fire. 
When this their infult was told me, 1 thought it indecent for 
me to run away, and I refolved to expofe myfelf to danger, 
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and to a& with fome boldnefs; fo I gave orders to fhut the 
doors, and went up into an upper room, and defired that they 
would fend fome of their men in to receive the money [trom 
the {poils]; for Itold chem they would then have no occafion 
to be angry with me; and when they had fent in one of the 
haldeft ot them all, I had him whipped feverely, and 1 com- 
manded that one of his hands fhould be cut off, and hung about 
his neck ; and in this cafe was he put out to thofe that fent him. 
At which procedure of mine they were greatly affrighted, and 
in no f{mal) confternatioa, and were afraid that they fbould 
themfelves be ferved in like manner, if they flayed there; for 
they fuppofed chat I had in the houfe more armed men than 
they had themfelves, fo they ran away immediately, while |, 
by the ufe of this ftratagem, efcaped this their fecond treache- 
τοῦς defign againit me. 

31. But there were ftill fome that irritated the multitude a- 
gainit me, and faid, that thofe great men that belonged to the 
king, ought not to be fuffered to tive, ifthey would not change 
their religion to the religion of thofe to whom they filed tor 
fatety : They fpake reproachfully of them allo, and faid, thai 
they were wizards*, and fuch as called in the Romans upon 
them. Sothe multitude was foon deluded by fuch plaufible 
pretences as were agreeable to their own inclinations, and 
were prevailed on by them. But when I was informed of this. 
I inflru@ed the multitude again, that thofe that fled to them for 
reluge out not-to be perfecuted: 1 alfo laughed at the allega- 
tion about witchcralt *, and told them that the Romans would 
not maintain fo many. ten thoufand foldiers, if they could o- 
vercome their enemies by wizards. Upon my faying this, the 
people alfented jor a while; but they returned afterward, as 
irritated by fome ill people, againft the great men; nay, they 
once made an affault upon the houfe in which they dwelt at 

Taricha, in order to kill them ; which, when 1 was informed 
of, I was afraid left fo horrid a crime fhould take effe&, and 
no body elfe would make that city their refuge any more. | 
therefore came myfelf and fome others with me to the houle 
where thefe great men lived, and locked their doors, and hada 
trench drawn from their houfe leading to the lake, and fent 
for a fhip, and embarked therein with them, and {fatled to the 
confines of Hippos : 1 alfo paid them the value of their Βοτί- 
es, nor in fuch a flight could 1 have their horfes brought to 
them. I thendifmiifed them, and begged of them earneftly 
that they would courageoufly bear this diftrefs which befel 
them. I wasalfo myfelf greatly difpleafed that I was compel- 
led to expofle thofe that had fled to me to go again into an ene- 
my’s country ; yet did I think it:more eligible that they fhould 
perifh among the Romans, if it fhould fo happen, than in the 


© Here we may obferve the vulgar Jewish notions of witchcraft ; but that out 
golephus was too wile to give any countenance to it 
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country that was under τὴν surifdiftion. However they efca- 
ped at length, and king Agrippa forgave them their offences, 
And this was the conclufion ot what concerned thefe men. 

32. But as for the inhabitants οἱ the city of Tiberias, they 
wrote tothe king, and deffred him to fend them forces fuffi- 
cient to be guard to their country ; for that they were defirous 
to come over tohim: This was what they wrote to him. But 
when I came to them, they defired me to build their walls, as-I 
had promifed them to do ; for they had heard that the walls of 
Tarichez were already built ; 1 agreed to the propofal accord- 
ingly. And when! had made preparation for the intire build- 
ing, I gave order to the architetts to go to work ; but on the 
third day, when I was gone to Tarichez, which was_ thirty 
furlongs diftant from Tiberias, it fo fell out that fome Roman 
horfemen were difcovered on their march, not far from the 
city, which made it to be fuppofed that the forces were come 
from the king ; upon which they fhonted, and lifted up their 
voices in commendations of the king, and mm reproaches againft 
me. Hereupon one camerwnning to me, and told me what 
their difpofitions were, and that they hadrefolved to revolt trom 
me ; upon hearing which news 1 was very much alarmed ; 
for [had already fent away my armed men from Tarichez to 
their own homes, becaule the next day was.our Sabbath ; for I 
would not have the people of Farichee difturbed [on that 
day | by a multitude of foldiers ; and indeed, whenever I fox 
journed at that city, I never took any particular care for a 
guard about my own body, becaufe I had had frequent miftan< 
ces of the fidelity its inhabitants bore to me. I had now about 
me no more than feven armed: men, befides fome friends, and 
was doubtful what to do ; for to fend to recal my own forces £ 
did not think proper, becaufe the prefent day was almofbover, 
and had thofe forces been with me, I could not take up: arms 
on the nextday, becaufle our laws forbid us {fo to do, even 
though our neceffity fhould be very great; and it-I fhould 
permit the people of Tarichee, and the ftrangers with them, to 
guard the city. I faw that they would not be fufficient for that 
purpofe, and I perceived that I fhould be obliged to delay my 
afliftancea great while ; for I thought with myfelf that the 
forces that came from the king would prevent me, and that I 
fhould be driven out of the city. 1 eonfidered therefore, how 
to get clear of thefe forces by a fbratagem ; fol immediate! 
placed thofe my friends of Tarichez, on whom I could be 
confide, at the gates, to watch thofe very carefully who went 
out at thofe gates ; 1 alfo called to me the heads of families, 
and bid every one of them to feize upona fhip *, to go on ᾿ 
board it, and totake a mafter with them, and follow him to 
the city of Tiberias. Ialfo myfelf went on board one otf thofe 


* Ia this fetion, as well as (eft. 18. and fet. 42. thofe {mall velfels that failed 
on the fea of Galilee, are called by Jofephus Nasr, and Πλοια, and enady, i.c. 
plainly (hips ; fo that we need not wonder at our Evangelifts, who ftill call thom 
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Ships, with my friends, and the feven armed men already me:i- 
sioned, and failed for Tiberias. 

33. But now, when the people of Tiberias perceived tha 
there were no forces come from the king, and yet faw the who's 
Jake full of fhips, they were in fear what would become of the:r 
city. and were greatly terrified, as fuppofing that the fhips 
were full of men on board ; fo they then changed their mins, 
and threw down their weapons, and met me with their wives 
and children, and made acclamations to mie. with great cer- 
mendations ; for they imagined that I did not know their fur- 
aner inblinations [to have been againft me | ; fo they perfuaded 
me to {parethe city. But when I was come near enough, | 
gave order to the mafters of the fhips to caf anchor a gov 
way off the land, that the people of Tiberias might not per. 
ceive that the fhips had no men on board; but ὦ went nearer to 
the people in one of the thips, and rebuked them for their folly, 
and that they were fo fickle as, without any juft occaffon in the 

world, to revolt from their fidelity to me. However, I affure? 
them, that I would entirely forgive them for the tame to come, :! 
they would fend ten of the ringleaders ot the multitude to me; 
and when they complied readily with this propofal, and fent me 
the men forementioned, I putthemon board a fhip. and [επί 
them away to Tarichez. and ordered them tobe keptin prifon. 

34. And by this flratagem it was, that 1 gradually got all the 
fenate of Tiberias into my power, and fent them to the city fore- 
aentioned, with many of the principal men among the popu. 

lous, and thofe not fewerin number than the other. Bat when 
the multitude faw into what great miferies they had brought 
themfelves, they defired me to punifh the author of this fedi- 
tion: His name was Clitus,a young man, bold and rafh in his 
nadertakings. Now fince I thought it not agreeable to piety to 
putone of my own people to death, and yet found it neceffary 
to punith them, 1 ordered Levi, one of my own guards, to goto 
him, and cut off one of Clitus’s hands ; but as he that was order- 
ed to do this, was afraid to go out of the fhip alone, among fo 
great a multitude, I was not willing that the timoroufnefs of the 
foldier thould appear to the people of Tiberias. So 1 called to 
Clitus himfelf, and faid to him, ‘‘ Since thou defervelt to ἰοοίς 
both thine hands for thy ingratitude to me, be thou thine own 
executioner, leit, if thou relufeft fo to be, thou andergo a worle 
puoiibement, " And. when he earneftly begged of me to {pare 

im one of bis hands, it was with difficulty that I granfed ". 

So in order to prevent the lofs of both his hands, he williag!y 
took his {word, and cut off his own left hand; and this put δ 
end to the fedition. 

45. Now the men οἱ Tiberias, after I was gone to Tarichez, 


Jhibs ; nor ought weto renderthem boats, as fome do. Their number was inall 
20, a learn from our author ellewhere, Of the iVer, B. IL. ch. χχὶ felt. 8. 
οἱ. ἢ 
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perceived what ftratagem I had ufed againft them, and they 
admired how I had put an end to their foolifh fedition, with- 
out fhedding of blood But now, when 1 had fent for fome 
of thofe multitudes of the people of Tiberias out of prifon, a- 
mong whom were Juftus and his father Piftus, I made them to 
fup with me ; and during our fupper time I faid to them, that 
I knew the power of the Romans was fuperior to all others, 
but did not fay fo [publicly | becaufe of the robbers. So Lad- 
vifed them to do as I did, andto wait tor a proper opportuni. 
ty, and not to be uneafy at my being their commander ; tor 
that they could not expect to have another who would ule the 
like moderation that I had done. Ialfo put Juftus in mind 
how the Galileans had cut off his brother’s hands, before ever 
1 came to Jerufalem, upon an accufation laid againft him as 
if he had been a rogue, and had forged fome letters ; as alfo 
how the people of Gamala, 1n a fedition they raifed againft the 
Babylonians, after the departure of Philip, flew Chares, who 
was a kinfman of Philip, and withal how they had wifely pun, 
ifhed Jefus, his brother Juftus’s fifter’s hufband [ with death. ] 
When I had faid this to them during [upper-time, I in the 
morning ordered Juftus, and all the reft that were in prifun, to 
be loofed out of it, and fent away. 

36. But before this it happened that Philip, the fon of Jaci- 
mus, went out of the citadel of Gamala upon the following 
occafion: When Philip had been informed that Varus was 
put out of his government by king Agrippa, and that Modius 

quicolus, a man that was of old his friend and companion, 
was come to fucceed him, he wrote to him, and related what 
turns of fortune he had had, and defired him to forward the 
letters he fent tothe king and queen. Now when Modius 
had received thefe letters, he was exceeding glad, and fent the 
letters to the king and queen, who were then about Berytus. 
But when king Agrippa knew that the ftory about Philip was 
falfe (for it had ‘been given out, that the pews had begun a war 
with the Romans, and that this Philip had been their com- 
mander in that war,) he fent fome horfemen to condué& Philip 
to him, and, when he was come, he faluted him very oblig. 
iagly, and fhewed him tothe Roman commanders, and told 
them that this was the ran of whom the report had gone a- 
bout as it he had revolted fromthe Romans. He alfo bid him 
to take fome horfemen with him, and to go quickly to the cit- 
adel of Gamala, and to bring out thence all his domeftics, and 
to reftare the Babylonians to Batanea again. He alfo gave it 
him in charge to take all poffible care that none ot his fubjeds 
fhould be guilty of making any innovation. Accordingly, 
upon thefe dire@ions from the king, he madc haite todo what 
he was commanded. 

_37- Now there was one Jofeph, the fon of ἃ female phyfi- 
cian, who excited a great many young men to join with him. 
He alfo infolently addreffed himfelf to the principal perfons 

Vox. II. N 3 
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* at Gamala, and perfuaded them to revolt from the king, md 
take up arms, and gave them hopes that they fhould, by his 
means, recover their liberty. And fome they forced into the 
fervice, and thofe that would not acquiefce in what they bad 
refolved on, they flew. They alfo flew Chares, and with him 
Jefus, one of his kinfmen. and a brother of Juftus οἱ Tiber'- 
as, as we have already faid. - Fhofe of Gamala alfo wrote to 
me, defiring me to fend them an armed force, and workmen to 
raife up the walls of their city ; nor did I reje& either of thers 
requells. Fhe region of Gaulanitis did allo revolt from the 
king, as far as the village Solyma. I alfo built a wall about 
Seleucia and Soganni, which are villages naturally of νεῖν 
great ftrength. Moreover I, in like manner, walled feverai 
villages of Upper Galilee, though they were very rocky οἱ 

themfelves. ‘Their names are Jamnia, and Meroth, and Acha- 
bare. I alfo fortified, in the Lower Galilee, the cities Tar- 
chez, Tiberias, Sepphoris, and the villages, the Cave οἱ A:- 
hela, Berfobe, Selamin, Jotapata, Caphareccho, and Sigo, ard 
Japha, and Mount Tabor*, I alfo laid up a great quantity οἱ 
corn in thefe places, and arms withal, that might be for theit 
fecurity afterward. 

38. But the hatred that John:the fon of Levi bore to me 
grew now more violent, while he eould not bear my prolrer- 
ity with patience. So he propoled to himfelf, by all means 

* poflible tomake away with me, and built the walls οἱ Gifcta 
Ja, which was the place of his nativity. He then fent his bro- 
ther Simon, and Jonathan the fon of Sifenna, and about ὅπ 
hundred armed men to Jerulalem to Simon the fon ot Gamal- 
ielt, in order to perfuade him to induce the commonality ° 
Jerufalem to take trom me the government over the Galiie- 
ans, and to give their fuffrages for conferring that authority 
upon him. ‘This Simon was of the city Jerufalem, and οἱ 
ἃ very noble family, of the fe& οἱ the Pharifees, which are 
fuppofed to excel others in the accurate knowledge, of the 
laws of their country. He was a man of great wildom 20 
reafon, and capable of reftoring public affairs by his prudence, 
when they were in anill pofture. He was alfo an old frien 
ang companion of John ; but at that time he had a difference 
with me. When therefore he had received fuch an exhort 
tion, he perfuaded the high priefts, Ananus and Jefus the fon 
of Gamala, and {ome others of the fame feditious faéion, [0 
cut me down now I was growing fo great, and not to over 


look me while I was aggrandizing my felt to the height οἱ glo- 
* Part of thefe fortifications on Mount Tabor may be thofle ftill remaining, a4 
which were {cen lately by Mr. Maundrel. See his Travels, p. 212 ἜΝ 
+ This Gamaliel may be the verv fame that is mentiones by the ratbins in [πὲ 
Mifhna ip Juchafin and in Porta Mofis, as is obferved in the Latin notes. He 
might be alfo that Gamaliel 11. whole grandfather was Gamaliel I. who 15 mens 


tioned Adis v. 34. and at whofe feet St. Paul was broughs wp, AGS Xx 3. 
. Prid, at the year 449, 
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ry ; and he faid, that it would be for the advantage of the Gal- 
ileans, if I were deprived of my government there. Ananus 
alfo, and hts friends defired them to make no delay about the 
matter, left 1 fhould get the knowledge οἱ what was doing too 
foon, and fhould come and make an affauJt upon the city with 
a great army. This was the counfel of Simon ; but Ananus 
the high prieft demonftrated to them, that this was not an eafly 
thing to be done, becaufe many of the high priefts and of the 
rulers of the people bore witnefe that I had aéted Jike an ex- 
cellent general, and that it was the work of ill men to accufe 
one againft whom they had nothing to fay. 

10. When Simon heard Ananus fay this, he defired that the - 
meffengers would conceal the thing, and not let it come a- 
mong many ; for that he would take care to have Jofephus re- 
moved out of Galilée very quickly. So he called for Jobns 
brother [ Simon, ] and charged him, that they fhould fend pref- 
ents to Ananus and his friends; for, as he faid, they might 
probably by that means perfuade them to change their minds. 
And indeed Simon did at length thus compafs what he aimed 
at; for Ananus, and thofe with him, being corrupted by bribes, 
agreed to expel me out of Galilee, without making the reft ot 
the citizens acquainted with what they were doing. Accord- 
ingly they refolved to fend men of diftin@ion as to their fam- 
ilies, and of diftin€tion as to their learning alfo. Two of thefe 
were of the populace, Jonathan * and Ananias, by {feét of 
Pharifees ; while the third, Jozar, was of the ftock of the 
priefts, and a Pharifee alfo ; and Simon, the laft of them, was 
of the youngeft of the high priefts. Thefe had it given them 
in charge, that, when they were come to the multitude of the 
Galileans, they fhould afk them what was the reafon of their 
love to me ? and if they faid, that it was becautle I was born 
at Jerufalem, that they fhould reply, that they four were all 
born at the fame place ; and if they fhould fay, it was becaufe 
I was well verfed in their law, they fhould reply, that neither 
were they unacquainted with the pra€tices of their country ; 
but if, befides thele, they fhould fay, they loved me becaufe I 
was a prieft, they fhould reply, that two of thefe were priefs 

fo. ' 

4e. Now, when they had given Jonathan and his compan. 
ions thefe inftru@tions, they gave them forty thoufand [ drach- 
mz] out οἵ the public money : But when they heard that 
there was a certain Galilean that then fojourned at Jerufalem, 
whofe name was Jelus, who had about him a band of fix hun. 
dred armed men, they fent for him, and gave him three months 
pay, and gave him orders to follow Jonathan and his compan. 
tons, and be obedient tothem. They alfo gave money to three 
hundred men that were citizens of Jerufalem, to maintain 


* This Jonathan is alfo taken netice of in the Latin notes, asthe fame that is. 
Mentioned by the rabbins in Porta Mofis, 
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them all, and ordered them alfo to follow the ambaffadors ; and 
when they had complied, and were gotten ready for the march, 
Jonathan and his companions went out with them, having a- 
ong with them John’s brother, and an hundred armed men. 
The charge that was giver them by thofe that fent them was 
this, that if I would voluntarily lay down my arms, they 
fhould fend me alive to the city Jerufalem, but that, in cafe I 
oppofed them, they fhould kill me, and fear nothing ; for that 
it Was their command for them foto do. They allo wrote to 
John to make ail ready tor fighting me, and gave order to the 
inhabitants of Sepphoris and Gabara, and ‘Tiberias, to fend 
auxiliaries to John. 

41. Now as my father wrote me an account of this, (for Je- 
fus the fon of Gamala, who was prefent,in that council, a 
friend and companion ot mine, told him of it,) 1 was very much 
troubled, as difcovering thereby, that my fellow citizens prov- 
ed fo ungrateful to me, as, out ot envy, to give order that I 
fhould be flain ; my father earneftly preffed me alfo in his let- 
ter to come to him, tor that he longed to fee his fon betore he 
died. I informed my friends of thefe things, and that in three 
days time J fhould leave the country, and go home _ Upon 
hearing this they were all very forry, and defired me, with 
tears in their eyes, not to leave them to be deflroyed ; for fa 
they thought they fhould be, if I were deprived of the com. 
rand over them : ButasI did not grant their requeft, but was 
taking care of my own fatety, the Galileans, out of their dread 
of the confequence of my departure, that they fhould then be 
at the mercy of the robbers, fent meflengers over all Galilee 
to inform them of my refolution to leavethem. Whereupon, 
as foon as they heard it; they got together in great numbers, 
from al} parts, with their wives and children ; and this they did, 
as it appeared to me, not more out of their affe€tion to me, 
than out of their fear on their own account ; for, while | ftaid 
with them, they fuppofed that they fhould fuffer no barm. So 
they all came into the great plain, wherein I lrved, the name 
ot which was A/ochis. 

42. But wondertul it was what a dream I faw that verv 
night ; tor-when I had betaken myfelf to my bed, as grieved 
and difturbed at the news that had been written to me, it feem- 
ed to me, that a certain perfon ftood by me *, and faid, "" O Jo- 
fephus ! leave off to afflict thy foul, and put away all fear ; for 
what now grieves thee will render thee very confiderable. and 
in all refpeéis moft happy ; tor thou fhalt get over not only 
thefe difficulties, but many others, with great fuccefs. How- 
ever, be not calt down, but remember that thou art to fight 
with the Romans.” When 1 had feen this dream, I got up 


* This I take to be the firft of Jofephus’s remarkable or divine dreams, which 
were predidtive of the great things that afterward came to pafs : Ot which fee more 
sn the note on Antiq. B. 111. ch viii, ἰςξξ, 9. Vol. 1. The other is iu che War, αὶ, 
JIL. ch. viii, fect. 3, 9. Vol. 111. 
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with an intention of going downtothe plain. Now when the 
whole multitude of the Galileans, among whom were the wo- 
men and children, faw me, they threw themfelves down upon 
their faces, and with tears in their eyes, befought me not to 
leave them expofed to their enemies, nor to go away and per. 
mut their country to be injured by them. But, when I did not 
comply with their intreaties, they compelled me to take an 
oath, that I would ftay with them : They alfo caft abundance 
of reproaches upon the people of Jerufalem, that they would 
not let their country enjoy peace. 

43. When I heard this, and faw what forrow the people 
were in, 1 was moved with compaffion to them, and thought 
it became me to undergo the moft manifeft hazards for the 
fake of fo great a multitude ; fo I let them know I would flay 
with them. And when I had given order that five thoufand 
of them fhould come to me armed, and with provifions for 
their maintenance, I fent the relt away to their own homes ; 
and, when thofe five thoufand were come, I took them, to- 
gether with three thoufand of the foldiers that were with me 
betore, and eighty horfemen, and marched to the village οἵ 
Chabolo, fituated in the confines of Ptolemais, and there kept 
my forces together, pretending to get ready to fight with Pla. 
cidus, who was come with two cohorts of footmen, and one 
troop of horfemen, and was fent thither by Ceftius Gallus to 
burn thofe villages of Galilee that were near Ptolemais. Up.- 
on whole calting up a bank before the city Ptolemais, I alfo 
pitched my camp at about the diftance of fixty furlongs trom 
that village. And now we frequently brought out our forces 
as if we would fight, but proceeded no farther than fkirmifh- 
es at a diftance; tor, when Placidus perceived that I was earn. 
cit to come to battle, he was afraid, and avoided it. Yet did 
he not remove from the neighbourhood of Ptolemais. 

44. About this time it was that Jonathan and his fellow- 
legates came. They were fent as we have faid already, by 
Simon, and Ananus the high-prieft. And Jonathan contriv- 
ed how he might catch me by treachery ; tor he durit not 
make any attempt upon me openly. So he wrote me the fol- 
lowing epiftle : ‘* Jonathan and thofe that are with him, and 
are fent by the people of Jerufalem, to Jofephus, fend greet- 
ing. Weare fent by the principal men of Jerulalem, who 
have heard that ἦσθα of Gifchala hath laid many fnares for 
thee, to rebuke him, and to exhort him to be fubje& to thee 
hereafter. We are alfo defirous to confult with thee about 
our common concerns, and what is fittobe done. We there. 
fore defire thee to come to us quickly, and to bring only atew 
men with thee ; for this village will not containa great num- 
ber of foldiers.” Thus it was that they wrote, as expefing 
one of thefe two things, either that 1 fhould come without, 
armed men, and then they fhould have me under their power ; 
or it ] came with a great number, they fhould judge me to be 
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a public enemy. Now it was an horfeman who brought the 
letter, a man at other times bold, and one that had ferved inthe 
army under the king. It was the fecond hour of the night 
that he came, when [ was feafting with my friends, ‘and the 
principal of the Galileans. This man, upon my fervant'stel- 
ling me, thata certain horfeman of the Jewifh nation was come, 
he was called in at my command, but did not fo much as fa- 
lute me at all, but held out a letter, and {aid, ‘* This letter is 
fent thee by thofe that are come from Jerufalem. Do thou 
write an an{wer to it quickly ; for 1 am obliged to return to 
them very foon.” Now my guefts could not but wonder at 
the boldnefs of the foldier. But I defired him to fitdown and 
fup with us; but when he refufed fo to do, I held the letter 
in my hands as I received it, and fell talking with my gueils 
about other matters. But a few hours alterwards I got up, aod 
when I had difmiffed the reft togo to their beds, 1 bid only 
tour of my intimate friends to flay, and ordered my fervantto 
. get fome wine ready. Jalfo opened+the letter fo, that no body 
could perceive it ; and underftanding thereby prefently tic 
purport of the writing, 1 fealed it up again, and appeared at 
it I had not yet read it but only held it my hands. 1 ordered 
twenty drachm@ fhould be given the folduer for the charges οἱ 
his journey ; and when he took the money, and faid he thank- 
ed me tor it, 1 perceived that he loved money, and that he was 
to be caught chiefly by that means, and 1 faid to him, “Ii 
thou wilt but drink with us, thou thalt have a drachmza for 
every glafs thou drinkeft.”” So he gladly embraced the pro- 
pofal, and drank a great deal of wine, in order to get the more 
money, and was fo drunk, that at laft he could not keep the 
fecrets he was intrufted with but dilcovered them without my 
putting queftions to him, viz. that a treacherous defign wa: 
contrived againit me, and that I was doomed to die by thole 
that fent him. When I heard this, 1 wrote back this anfwer : 
© Jofephus, to Jonathan and thole that are with him, fendeth 
greeting. Upon the information that you are come in health 
into Galilee, I rejoice, and this efpecially besaufe I can now 
refign the care ot public affairs here into your hands, and fe- 
turn into my native country ; which is what I have defired to 
do a great while : And I confefs I ought not only to come to 
you as faras Xaloth, but farther, and this without your com- 
mands. ButI defire you to excufe me, becaufe I cannot do 
it now, fince I watch the motions of Placidus, who hath a 
mind to go up into Galilee ; and this I do here at Chabolo. 
Do you theretore on the receipt of this epiftle, come hither to 
me. Fare you well.” 

45 When had written thus, and given the letter to be 
carried by the foldier, I fent along with them thirty of the G2’ 
ileans of the beft chara@ers, and gave them inftruétions to [ᾶ- 
Jute thofe ambaffadors, but to fay nothing elle to them. 
alfo gave orders to as many of thofe armed men, whom ἃ ὅν 
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teemed moft faithful tome, to go along with the others, every 
one with him whom he was to guard, left fome converfation 
might pafs between thofe whom { fent and thofe that were with 
onathan. Sothofe men went [0 Jonathan]. But when, Jon- 
athan and his partners had failed in this their firft attempt, they 
fent me another letter, the contents whereot were as follows = 
** Jonathan and thofe with him to Jofephus, fend greeting. 
ὁ require thee to come to us to the village Gabaroth, on the 
third day, without any armed men, that we may hear what 
thou haft to lay to the charge of John [of Gifchala].” When 
they had written this letter, they faluted the Galileans whom 
I fent, and came to Japha, which was the largeft village of alk 
Galilee, and encompaffed with very ftrong walls, and hada 
great number of inhabitants in it. There the multitude of 
men with their wives and children, metthem and exclaimed 
loudly againft them, and defired them to be gone, and not to 
envy. them the advantage of an excellent commander. With 
thefe clamours Jonathan and his partners were greatly pro- 
voked, although they durft not fhew their anger openly : So 
they made him no anfwer, but went to other villages. But 
till the fame clamours met them from all the people who faid, 
** No body fhould perfuade them to have any other command- 
er befides Jofephus.”” So Jonathan and his partners went a- 
way from them without fuccefs, and came to Sepphoris, the 
greateft city of all Galilee. Now the men of that city who 
inclined to the Romans in their fentiments, met them indeed 
but neither praifed nor reproached me ; and when they were 
gone downlfrom Sepphoris to Afochis, the people of that 
place made a clamour againft them, as thofe of Japha had 
done. Whereupon they were able to contain themlelves no 
longer, but ordered the armed men that were with them to 
beat thofe that made the clamour with ther clubs. And when 
they came to Gabara John met them, with three thoufand arm- 
ed men ; but, as I underftood by their letter, that they had re- 
folved to fight againft me, I arofe from Chabolo, with three 
thoufand armed men alfo, but left in my camp one of my faft- 
eft friends, and came to Jotapata, as defirous to be near them, 
the diftance being no more than forty furlongs. Whence I 
wrote thus to them: “ If you are very defirous that 1 fhould 
come to you, you know there are two hundred and forty cit- 
ies and villages in Galilee, I will come to any of them which 
you pleafe, excepting Gabara and Gifchala ; the one of which 
is John’s native city, and the other in confederacy and friend- 
fhip with him.” 

46 When Jonathan and his partners had received this let- 
ter, they wrote to me no more anfwers, but called a council 
oftheir friends together, and taking John into their confulta- 
tion, they took counfel together by what means they might 
attack me. πῆι opinion was, that they fhould write to all 
the cities and villages that were in Galilee ; for that there mu&t 
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be certainly one or two perfons in every one of them that w:: 
at variance with me. and that they be invited to come to op- 
pofe me asan enemy. He would alfo have them fend this 
refolution of theirs to the city Jerufalem, that its citizens up- 
on the knowledge of my being adjudged to be an enemy by 
the Galileans, might themfelves alfo confirm that determin:- 
tion. He faid alfo, that when this was done, even thofe Gai- 
leans who were affe&ted to me, would defert me out of fea’. 
When John had given them this counfel, what he had faid 
was very agreeable to the reft οἱ them. I was alfo made ac- 
quainted with thefe affairs about the third hour of the night. 
by the means ot one Saccheus, who had belonged to them, bu! 
now deferted them and came over to me, and told me whe 
they were about ; fo I perceived that no time was to be lot. 
Accordingly I gave command to Jacob, an armed mano! my 
guard, whom I efteemed faithful to me, to take two huhdred 
men and to guard the paflages that led from Gabara to Gall- 
lee, and to feize upon the paffengers, and fend them to me, 
efpecially fuch as weré caught with letters about them: [ allo 
fent Jeremias himfelf, one of my friends with fix hundred 
armed men, to the borders of Galilee. in order to watch th 
roads that led from this country to the city Jerufalem, and 
gave him charge to lay hold of fuch as travelled with letters 
about them, to keep the men in bonds upon the place, but [0 
fend me the letters. 

47. When 1 had laid thefe commands upon them, I gave 
them orders. and bid them to take their arms and bring three 
days provifion with them, and be with me the next day. I@!- 
fo parted thofe that were about me into four parts, and ordain- 
ed thofe of them that were moft faithful to me to be a guard'? 
my body. 1 alfo fet over them centurions, and commanded 
them to take care that not a foldier which they did not know 
fhould mingle himfelf among them. Now on the fifth day fal- 
lowing, when I was in Gabaroth, I found the entire plain that 
was before the village full of armed men, who were come 0 
ot Galilee to affift me : Many others ot the multitudcalfo, οὐ: 
of the village ran along with me. But as foon as 1 haa take" 
my place, and began to {peak to them, they all made an acc 
| matjon. and called me the henefaétor and faviour of the cout” 

try." And when ! had made them my acknowledgements, 2" 
thanked them [for their affeGtion to me, | 1 alfo adviled them 
to fight * with no body, nor to {poil the country ; but to pitt 
their tents in the plain, and be content with their fuftenan 
they had brought with them ; for 1 told them I hada mn t 
compofe thefe troubles without fhedding any blood. how 


jo 
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éame to pafs that on the very fame day thofe who were fent by 
John with letters, fell among the guards whom 1 had appoi nt. 
ed to watch the yoads ; fo the men were themfelves kept upon 
the place, as my orders were, but | got the letters, which were 
full of reproaches and.fies ; and I intendéd to fall upon thefe 
men, without faying a word of thefe matters to any body. 

48. Now as foon as Jonathan and his companions heard of 
my coming, they took all their own friends, and John with 
them, and retired to the houfe of Jefus, which indéed was a 
large caftle, and no way unlike a citadel ; fo they privately 
laid a band of armed men therein, and fhut all the other doors 
but one, which they Kept open, and they expeéted that I fhould 
come out of the road to them, to falute them. And indeed 
they had given orders to the armed men, that when I came 
they fhould let no body befides me éome in, but fhould ex- 
clude others; as fuppofing that, by this means, they should 
éalily get me under their power : But they were deceived in 
their expeétation ; for | perceived what {nares they: had laid 
for me. Now as foon'as | was got off my journey, Itook up 
my lodgings over againft them, and pretended to be alleep ; 
fo Jonathan and his party thinking that I was really afleep, 

at reft, made hafte to go down into the plain, to perfuade 
the people that I was an ill governor. But the matter proved 
otherwife ; for upon their appearance there was a cry rade by. 
the Galrleans’ rmmediately, declaring their good opinion of 
me as their governor ; and they made a clamour againft Jon- 
athan and hrs partners, for coming to them when they had 
fuffered no harm, and as thougti’ they would overturn their 
happy fettlement ; and defired them’ by all means to go back 
again, for that they would never be perfuaded to have any 
other to rule over them but myfelf. When I heard of this, I 
did not fear to go down into the midft of them ; 1 went, there- 
fore, myfelf down preéféntly to hear what Jonathan‘and his 
companions faid. s foon'as I appeared, there was immedi- 
ately an acclamation made to me by the whole multitude, and 
acry inmy commendation by them, Who confelfed their 
thanks was’ owing to’ me tor my good government οἱ them. 

49. When Jonathan’ ahd‘his companions heard this, they 
were in féar of their own lives, and in danger Jef they fhould 
be affaulted' by the Galileans' on my account; fo they ¢on- 
trived how they might ruh away. Bat as they were not able 
to gétofftor kdefired them to flay, they looked’ dawn with con- 
cernat my wordstothem. I ordered theretore the multitudeto | 
reftrain entirely their acclamiations, aid placed the moft taith- 
ful of my armed men upon the avenues, to be a guard to us 
left John thould unexpectedly fall upon us ; and Lencouraged 
the Galileans to take their weapons, left they -fhould be dif 
turbed at their enemies, if any fudden infult thould be made 
upon them. And then, in the ΗΠ place, I put Jonathan and 
his partners in mind of their [{tormer} letter, and alter what 
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manner they had written to me, and declared they were fen 
by the common confent of the people of Jerufalem, to make 
up the differences 1 had with John, and how they had delired 
me to come to them ; and as | {pake thus, Ἐ publicly thewed 
that letter they had written, till they could not at all deny 
what they had done, the fetter itfelf convi€ting them. [| then 
faid, “ O Jonathan, and you that are fent with him as hiscol- 
leagues, if I were to be judged as to my behaviour, compz- 
ed with that of John’s, and had brought no more than two* or 
three witnefles, good men and true, it 18 plam you had been 
foreed, upon the examination of their eharafers beforehand, 
to difeharge the ac¢ufatrons : That therefore you may be [Π- 
formed that I have ated well in the affairs of Galilee, I think 
three witnefles too few to be brought by aman that hath done 
as he ought to do ; fo I gave you all thefe for witnelles. [π- 
quire of them ὁ how I have lived, and whether I have not be- 
haved myfelf with all decency, and alter a virtuous manner 
among them. AndI farther conjure you, O Galileans, to 
hide no part of the truth, but to fpeak before thefé men as be. 
fore judges, whether I have in any thing aéled ctherwife than 
well.” : 
50. While I was thus {peaking, the united voices οἱ all the 
people joined together, and called me their benefaGor and 
faviour, and attefted to my former bebaviour, and exhorte 
me to continue fo to do hereafter ; and they all faid, upon 
their oaths, that their wives had been preferved free from 1- 
juries, and that no one had ever been aggrieved by me. Alter 
this, Lread to the Galileans two of thofe epifttes which bad 
‘been fent by Jonathan and his colleagues, and which thole 
whom I had appointed to guard the road had taken, and [ent 
tome. Thele were tull of reproaches, and of lies, 25 1} 
had atted more like a ty rant than a governor againit them, with 
many other things befides therein contained, which were 00 
better indeed than impudent falfities. I alfo informed the 
multitude how 1 came by thefe letters, and that thofe who 
‘carried them delivered them up voluntarily ; tor } was not 
willing that my enemies fhould know any thing of the guatds 
I had fet, lef they fhould be afraid, and leave off wnung 
hereafter. . 
gt. When the multitude heard thefe things, they were great- 
Ty provoked at Jonathan, and his colleagues that were with 
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him, and were going to attack them and kill them ; and this 
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they had certainly done, unlefs I had reftrained the anger of 
the Galileans, and faid, That “1 forgave Jonathan and his 
colleagues what was paft, if they would repent, and go to 
their own country, and tell thofe who fent them the truth, as 
to my conduft.” When [had faid this, I let them go, al- 
though I knew they would do nothing of what they had prom- 
ifed. But the multitude were very much enraged againft 
them, and entreated me to give them leave to punilh them for 
their infolence ; yet did 1 try afl methods to pesfuade them to 
{pare the men ; for I knew that every inftance οἵ fedition was 
pernicious to the public welfare, But the multitude was too 
angry with them to be diffuaded, and all of them went imme- 
diately tothe houfe in which Jonathan and his colleagues a. 
bode. -However, when I perceived that their rage could not 
be reftrained, I got on horfe-back, and ordered the multitude 
to follow me to the village Sogane, which was twenty fur- 
Jongs off Gabara ; and by ufing this ftratagem, I fo managed 
mytelf, as not to appear to begin civil war among them. 

§2. But when1 was come near Sogane, I caufed the mul- 
t#udeto make an holt, and exhorted them not to be fo eafily’ 
provoked to anger, and to the infliting fuch punifhments as 
could not be afterwards recalled: 1 aifo gave order, that an 
hundred men, who were aJready in years, and were principal 
men among them, fhould get themfelves ready to go to the 
city Jerufalem,and fhould make a complaint before the peo. 
ple, of fuch as raifed {editions in the country. And I faid 
to them, that * in cafe they be moyed with what you fay, you 
fhall defire the community to write to me, and to enjoin me to 
continue in Galilee, and to order Jonathan and his colleagues 
to depart out of it.” When I had fuggefted thefe inftru€&tions 
to them, and whilethey were getting themfelves ready as faft 
as they could, I fent them on this errand the third day after 
they had been affembled : { alfo fent five hundred armed men 
with them [as a guard]. Ithen wrote to my friends in Sama- 
ria, to take care that they might fafely pafs through the coun. 
try : For Samaria was-already under the Romans, and it was 
abfolutely neceffary for thofe that go quickly [to Jerufalem}, 
to pafs through that country ; for in that road you may, in 
three days time, go from Galileeto Jerufalem, 1 alfo went 
myfelf, and conduéted the old men ag far as the bounds of 
Galilee, and fet guards in the roads, that it might not be eafily 
known by any one that thefe men were gone, And when I 
had thus done, i went and abode at Japha. 

52. Now Jonathan and his colleagues having failed of ac- 
complithing what they would have done againft me, they fent 
john back to Gifchala, but went themfelves to the city 
Tiberias, expefting it would fubmit itfelf to them; and 
this was foundedon a letter which Jefus, their then governor, 
had written them, promifing, thataf they came, the mult- 
sude would receive them, and choofe te be undes their gov 
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ernment ; fo they went their ways with this expe@ation. But 
Silas, who ag 1 faid, had heen left curator of Tiberias by me, 
informed me of this, and defired me to make hafte thither. 
Accordingly 1 complied wjth his advice immediately, and 
came thither; but found my {elf in danger of my life, from 
the following occafion ; Jonathan and his colleagues had been 
at Tiberias, and had perfuaded a great many of Juch as hada 
quarrel with me to defert me ; but when they heard of my 
coming they were in fear for themfelves, and came to me,and 
when they had faluted me, they faid, that } was an happy 
man in having behaved myfel! fo well inthe government of 
Galilce; and they congratulated me upon the honours tha 
were paid me: For they faid, that my glory wasa credit to them, 
fince they had been my teachersand fellow citizens; and they 
faid farther, that it was but juff that they thould prefer my 
friendfhip to them rather than John’s, and that they would 
have immediately gone home, but that they ftayed that ther 
might deliver up John into my power ; and when they faid 
this they took their oaths of it, and thofe fuch asare molt 
tremendous amonft us, and fuch as I did not think fit to dit- 
believe. However, they defired meto lodge fome where 
elfe ; becaufe the next day was tne Sabbath, and that it was 
not fitthe city of Tiberjas fhould be difturbed | on that day j. 
. Sol fufpefied nothing, and went away to Tarichez ; 
vet did] withal leave fome to make inquiry in the city how 
matters went, and whether any thing was faid about me: 
alfo fet many perfons all the way that led from Tarichez to 
Tiberias, thatthey might communicate from one to another. 
if they learned any news from thole that were left in the city. 
On the next day, therefore, they all came into the Prof:u- 
cha * ; it was a large edifice, and capable of receiving a great 
number of people ; thither Jonathan went in, and though he 
durft not openly fpeak of a revolt, yet did he fay that their 
ay ftood in need of a better governor than it then had. But 
fe us who was the ruler, made no fcruple to {peak out, and 
aid openly, ‘* O fellow citizens! itis better for you to be in 
fubjeftion to four than to one; and thofe fuch as are of bigh 
birth, and not without reputation for their wifdom ;” and 
pointed to Jonathan dnd his colleagues. “Upon bis faying 
this, Juflus came in and commended kim for what he had fard, 
and perfuaded fome of the people to be of his mind ‘allo. 
But the multitude were nat pleafed with what was faid, and 
had certainly gone into a tumult, unlefs the fixth hour 
which was now come had diffolved the affembly, at which 


© It is worth noting here, thet there was now a great Profeuchs, ar place of 
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hour our law requires us to go to dinner on Sabbath days ; fa 
Jonathan and his colleagues put off their council till the next 
day, and went off without fuccefs. When I was informed of 
thefe affairs, I determined to go to the city of Tiberias in the 
morning. Accordingly, on the next day about the firft hour 
of the day, I came to Tarichez, and found the multitude 
ready aflembled in Profeucha; but on what account they were. 
gotten together, thofe that were affembled did notknow. But 
when Jonathan and his colleagues faw me there unexpefed- 
ly, they were in diforder ; after which they raifed a report of 
their awn contrivance, that Roman horfemen were feen at a 
place called Union, in the borders of Galilee, thirty furlongs 
diftant from the city. Upon which report Jonathan and bis 
colleagues, cunningly exhorted me not to negle@& this matter, 
nor to fuffer the land to be {poiled by the enemy. And this 
they faid with a defign to remove me out of the city, under 
the pretence of the want of extraordinary affiflance, while 
they might dilpofe the city to my enemy. 

s. As for myfelf, although 1 knew of their defign, yet 
aia I comply with what they propofed left the people of Ti- 
herias fhould have occafion to fuppofe, that I was not careful 
of their fecurity. I therefore went out; but when I was at 
the place, 1 found not the leaft footfteps of any enemy, 
fo I returned as taft as ever 1 could, and found the whole 
council aflembled, and the body of the people gotten togeth- 
er, and Jonathan and his colleagues bringing vehement accu. 
{ations againft me, as ane that had no concern to eafe them of 
the hurdens of war, and as one that lived luxurioufly. And 
as they were difcourfing thus, they produced four letters as 
written to them: from fome people that lived at the borders o 
Galilee, imploring that they would come to their affiftance,: 
for that there was an army of Romans, both horfemen and 
footmen, who would come and lay wafte the country on the 
third day ; they defired them alfo to make hafte, and not to 
overlookthem. When the people of Tiberias heard this, they 
thought they fpake truth, and made a clamour againft me, and 
faid, 1 ought not to fit ftill, but to. g> away to the affiftance 
ot their countrymen. Hereupon I faid, (for 1 underftood the 
meaning of Jonathan and his colleagues), that I was ready to 
comply with what they propofed, and without delay to march 
tothe war which they fpake of, yet did I advife them, at the 
fametime, that fince thefeletters declared that the Romans would 
make their affault in four feveral places, they thould part their 
forces into five bodies, and make Jonathan and his colleagues 
generals of each body of them, becaule it was fit for brave 
men, notonly to give countel, but to take the place of lead- 
ers, and affift their countrymen when fuch aneceffity preffed 
them ; for, faid I, it 1s not poflible tor me to lead more than 
one party. This advice of mine greatly pleafed the multi- 
fude ; fo they compelled them to go forth to war. But their 
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defigns were put into very much diforder, becaufe they had 
not done what they defigned to do, on account of my flrata- 
gem, which was oppofite to their undertakings. . 

᾿ §6. Now there was one whofe name was Ananias, a wicked 
man he was, and very mifchievous ; he propofed that a gen- 
eral religious faft * thould be appointed the next day for all 
the people, and gave arder that at the fame hour they fhould 
come tothe fame place withoutany weapons, to make it manifef 
before God. that while they obtained his affiftance, they tho't 
all thefe weapons ufelefs. Phis he faid, not out of piety, bat 
that they might catch me and my friends waarmed. Now 1 
was hereupon forced to comply, left 1 fhould appear to ἀεί. 
pife a propofal that tended to piety. As foon, therefore, as 
we were gone home, Jonathan and his colleagues wrote to John,io 
come to them ih the morning and defiring himto come withas 
many foldiers as he poffibly could, for that they fhould then 
.be able eafily to get me into their hands, and to do ail that they 
defired to do. When John had received this fetter, be re- 
folvedto comply with it. As for myfelf, on the next day, I 
ordered two of the guards of my body, whom 1 efteemed the 
moft courageous, and moft faithful, to hide daggers under 
their garments, and to go along with me, that we might de- 
fend vurfelves, if any attack fhould be made upon us by our 
enemies. I alfo myfelf took my breaft-plate, and gird onm 
{word, fo that it might be, as tar as was pofflible, concealed, 
and came into the Profeucha. 

. Now Jefus, who was the ruler, commanded that they 
fhould exclude all that came with me, tor he kept the door 
humfelf, and fc fered none but his friends to goin. And while 
we were engaged in the duties of the day, and had betaken 
ourfelves to our prayers, Jefus got up, and enquired of me 
what was become οἱ the veffels that were taken out of the 
king's palace, when it was burnt down, [and] of that us- 
coined filver: And in whofe poffeffion they now were P This 
he faid, in order to drive away time till John fhould come 1 
{aid that Capellus, and the ten principal men of Tiberias had 
them all ; and 1 told him that they might afk them whether I 
told a lie or not. And when they faid they had them, he atk- 
ed me, what is become of thole twenty pieces of gold which 
thou didft receive upon the fale of a certain weight of un- 
cuined money ? I replied, that I had given them to thofe 
ambaffadors of theirs, as a maintenance tor them, when they 
wereientby them to Jerufalem. So Jonathan and his colleagues 
faid, that 1 had not done well to pay the ambaffadors out οἱ 
the public money. And when the multitude were very 20- 
gry atthem for this, tor they perceived the wickednels ὁ 


* One may obferve bere, That this Jay Pharifce Ananias, δὲ we have feen he 
was, left. gg. took upon him to appoint a tait at Tiberias, aad was obeyed ; tho’ 
indeed it was not outof religion, but knaviih policy. 





THE LIFE OF FLAVIUS JOSEPHUS. 495 


the trien, I underflood that a tumult was going to arife ; and 
being defirous to provoke the public to a greater rage againft 
the men, I faid, “ But if I have not done well in paying our 
- ambaffadors out of the publick ftock, leave off your anger at 
me, for 1 will repay the twenty pieces οἱ gold myfelf.” 

58. When I had faid this, Jonathan and his colleagues held 
their peace; but the people were ftill more irritated againft 
them, upon their openly thewing their unjuft ill-will to me. 
‘When Jefus faw this change in the people, he ordered themto 
depart, but defired the fenate to flay ; tor that they could not 
examine things of fuch a nature, in tumult ; and, as the peo- 
ple were crying out that they would not leave me alone, there 
came one and told Jefus and his friends privately, that John 
and his armed men were at hand: Whereupon Jonathan and 
his colleagues, being able to contain themfelves no: longer, 
{and perhaps the providence of God hereby procuring my 
deliverance ; for, had not this been fo, I had certainly been 
deftroyed by John, faid, “Ὁ you people of Tiberias, leave 
off this enquiry about the twenty pieces of gold ; for Jofephus 
hath not deferved to die tor them : But he hath deferved it by 
his defire of tyrannizing, and by cheating the multitude of the 
Galileans with his {peeches, in order to gain the dominion o- 
ver them.” When he had faid this, they prefently laid hands 
upon me andendeavoured to kill me; But, as foon as thofe 
that were with me faw what they did, they drew their {words, 
and threatened to {mite them, rd they offered any violence to 
me. The peoplealfo took up ftones, and were about to throw 
them at Jonathan; and fo they {natched me from the violence 
οἱ my enemies. . 

59. But, as I was going out alittle way, I was juft upon 
meeting John, who was marching with his armed men. Sol 
was afraid of him, and turned afide, and efcaped by a narrow 
paffage to the lake, and ‘feized on a fhip, and embarked in it, 
and failed over to Taricheez. So beyond my expefiation, I 
efcaped this danger. Whereupon I prefently fent tor the chief 
of the Galileans, and told them after what manner, againft all 
faith given, I had been very near to deftrudtion from Jona 
than and his colleagues, and the people of Tiberias. Upon 
which the multitude of the Galileans were very angry, and 
encouraged me to delay no longer to make war upon them, 
but to permit them to go againit John, and utterly: to deftroy 
him, as wellas Jonathan and his colleagues. However, [ 
reftrained them, though they were in {uch a rage, and defired 
them to tarry a while, till we fhould be informed what orders 
thofe ambafladors, that were fent by them tothe city of Jeru- 
falem, fhould bring thence ; for Itoldthem, that it was beft 
for them to at according to their determination; whereupon 
they were prevailed on. At which time alfo John, when the 
{nares he had laid did not take effe&, returned back to Gil. 
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60. Now in a few days thofe ambaffadors whom he bad fent 
came ba¢k again and informed us, that the people were great- 
ly provéked at Ananus, and Simon the fon of Gamailiel, and 
théir friends ; that, without any public determination, they 
had fent to Galilee, and had done their endeavours that | might 
be turned out of the government. The ambaffadors faid far- 
ther, that the people were ready to btirn theit houfes. They 
alfo brought letters, whereby the chief men of Jerufalem, a 
the earneft petition of the people, confirmed me in the gov- 
ernment of Galilee, and enjoin Jonathan and his colleagues to 
return home quickly. When 1 had gotten thefe letters, I came 
to the village Arbela, where I procured an affembly of the 
Galileans to meet, and bid the athba{fadors declare to them the 
anger of the people of Jerufalem at what had been done by 
Jonathah and his colleagues, and how much they hated their 
wicked doirigé, and how they had confirmed me in the go- 
vernment of their country, as alfo what related to the order 
they had iri writing for Jonathan and his colleagues to return 
hore. So I immiediately fent themi the letter and bid hini 
that carried it to inquire, a3 well ds he could, how they intend- 
ed to a& [on this occafion |. 

61. Now when they bad received that letter, and were there- 
by frcatly difturbed, they ferit for John, and for the fenators 
of Tiberias, arid for the principal men of the Gabarens, and 
propofed to hold a council, and deftred them to confider what 
was to be done by them. However the governors of Tiberi- 
as were greatly difpofed to keep the government to them- 
felves'; tor they faid it was not ft toaefert their city, now it 
was committed to their truft; and that otherwife I fhould not 
delay to fall upon then ; for they preterided falfely that fo I 
had threatened to do. Now John was not only of their opin- 
1on, but advifed them, that two of them fould go to accufe 
me before the multitude [at Jerufalem], that I do not manage 
the affairs of Galilee as L ought to do; and that they would 
eafil perfuade the people, becaufe of their dignity; and be- 
caufe the whole multitude are very mutable. When therefore 
it appeared that John had fuggefted the wifeft advice tothem, 
they refolved that two of them, Jonathan and Ananias, fhould 

o to the people of Jerufalem, and the other two. [Simon and 
Joaza fhould be left behind to tarry at Tiberias. They al- 
o took along with them an hundred foldiers for their guard. 

62. However, the governors of Tiberias took caré to have 


their city fecured with walls, and conimanded their inhabitants ἡ 


to take theirarms. They alfo fent for a great many foldiers 
irom John to affift them againft me, if there fhould be occafion 
for them. Now John was at Gifehata. Jonathan therefore, 
and thofe that were with him, when they were departed froa 
Tiberias, and as foun as they were come to Dabaritta, ἃ vil- 
lage that lay in the utmodt parts of Galilee in the great plain, 
they about onidnight fell among the guards I had fet, who 
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both commanded them to lay -afide their weapons, and kept 
them in bonds upon the place, as I had charged them to ao. 
This news was written to me by Levi, who had the command 
of that guard committed to him by me. MHereupon I faid no- 
thing of it for two days; and, pretending to know nothing a- 
bout it, I fent a meffage to the people of Tiberias, and advil- 
ed them to lay their arms afide, and to difmifs their men, that 
they might go home. But fuppofing that Jonathan, and thofe 
that were with him, were already arrived at Jerufalem, they 
made reproachful an{wers to me ; yet was I not terrified there. 
by, but contrived another ftratagem againft them, for I did not 
think it agreeable with piety to kindle the fire of war againft 
the citizens. As I was defisous to draw thofe men away trom 
Tiberias, 1 chofe out ten thoufand of the beft of my armed 
men, and divided them into three bodies, and orderedthem 
to go privately, and lie flill as an ambuth, io the villages. [ 
alfo led a thoufand into another village, which lay indeed in 
the mountains, as did the others, but only four furlongs dif- 
tant from Tiberias, and gave order that when they faw my fig- 
naj they fhould come down immediately while 1 myfelt lay 
with my foldiers in the fight of every body. Hereupon the 
people of Tiberias, at the fight of me, came running out of the 
city perpetually, and abufed me greatly. Nay, their madnefs 
was come to that height, that they made a decent bier for me, 
and ftanding about it, they muurned over me in the way of 
jeft and fport ; and I could not but be my felf in a pleafant hu. 
mour upon the fight of this madnefs of theirs. 

63. And now being deftrous to catch Simon by a wile, and 
Joazar with hint, | fent a meffage to them, and defired them 
to come alittle way out of the city, with many of their friend 
to guard them ; for I faid 1 would come down to them, am 
makea league with them, and divide the government οἱ Gali- 
tee with them. Accordingly Simon was deladed on ac¢ount 
of his imprudence, and out of the hopes of gain, aad did not 
delay to come; but Joazar, fufpefting fnares were latd tor 
him, ftaid behind. So when Simon was come out, and his 
friends with him for his guard, | met him, and falated him 
with great civility, and profeffed that I was obliged to him for 
his coming up to me: But a little while afterward 1 walked 
along with him, as though I would fay fomething to him by 
himielt, and, when ¥ had drawn him a good way from his 
friends, I took him about the middle, aad gave him to πὶ 
friends that were with me, to carry him into a village ; and, 
commanding my armed men to come down, 1 with them made 
an affault upen Tiberias. Now as the fight grew hot on both 
fides, and the foldiers belonging to Tiberias weie in a fair way 
to conquer me, (for my armed men were already fled away,) 
ifaw the poure of my affairs ; and encouraging thofe that 
were with me, I purfued thofe of Tiberias, even when they 
were already conquerors, into the city. I alfo fent another 
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band of foldiers into the city by the lake, and gave them of. 
ders to fet on fire the firft houfe they could feiz’upon. When 
this was done, the people of ‘Tiberias thought that thar city 
was taken by force. and fo threw down their arms for fear, 
and implored, they, their wives and children, that I would 
fpare their city. So I was over-perfuaded by their entreaties, 
and reftrained the foldiers trom the vehemency with which 
they purfued them ; while I myfelf, upon the coming on of 
the evening, returned back with my foldiers, and went to re- 
trefh myfelf. Yalfo invited Simon to fup with me, and com- 
forted him on occafion of what had happened ; and | promif- 
ed that I would fend him fate and fecure to Jerufalem, and 
withal would give him provifion for his journey thither. 

64. But on the next day I brought ten thoufand men with 
me and came to Tiberias. I then fent for the principal men 
of the multitude into the public place, and enjoined them to 
tell me who were the authors of the revolt ; and when they 
had told me who the men were, I fent thern bound to the city 

otapata. Butas to Jonathan and Ananias, | freed them from 
their bonds, and gave them provifions for their journey, to- 
gether with Simot: and Joazar, and five hundred armed men 
who fhould guard them, and fo I fentthem to Jerufalem. The 
people of Tiberias alfo came to me again, and defired that I 
would forgive them for what they had done, aad they faid they 
would amend what they had done amifs with regard to me, by 
their fidelity for the time to come ; and they befought me to 

referve what {poils remained upon the plunder ot the city, 
for thofe that had loft them. Accordingly I enjoined thole 
that had got them to bring them all betore us ¢ and when they 
did not comply for a great while, and I faw one of the foldiers 
that were about me With a garment on that was more fplendid 
than ordinary -l-afked him whence he had it ; and he replied, 
that he had it out of the plunder of the city. I had him punith- 
ed with ftripes, and I threatened all the reftto infli@ a feverer 

unifhment upon them unlefs they produced before us what- 

oever they had plundered ; and when a great many fpoils 
were brought together, I reftored to every oneot Tiberias what 
they claimed to be their own. 
᾿ 65. And now I am come tothis part of my narration, | have 
a πὴ to fay a few things to Juftus, who hath himfelf written 
an hiftory concerning thefe affairs, as alfo to others who pro- 
fefs to write hiftory, but have little regard te truth, and are not 
afraid, either out of ill-will or good-will to fome perfons to 
relate tallehoods. Thefe men do, like thofe who compofe 
forged deedsand conveyances ; and becaufe they are not brought 
to the like punithment with them, they have no regard to truth. 
When therefore Juflus undertook to write about thefe tas, 
and about the Jewith war, that he might appear to have been 
an induftrious man. he falfified in what he related about me, 
‘and could not fpeak truth even about his own country : 
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Whence it is, that being belied by him, I am under a necefli- 

ty tomake my detence; and fol fhall fay what | have conceals 
ed till now, And let no one wonder that I have not told the 
world thefe things a great while ago. For althoughit be ne- 
ceffary foran hiftorian to write the truth, yet1s fuch an one ng ,. 
bound feverely to animadvert on the wickednefs of certain 
men ; not out of any favour to them, but out of an author's. 
own moderation. How then comes it to pafs, O Juftus, thom τ΄ 
moft fagacious οἱ writers (that I may addrefs myfelfto himias . °° 
it he were prefent,) for fo thou boafteft of thiyfelf, that land 
the Galileans have been the authors of that fedition which thy |. 
country engaged in both againft the Romans and againft the 
king { Agrippa junior} ? For before ever ] was appointed gov- 
" ernor οἱ Galilee by the community of Jerufalem, both thou, 
and all the people of Tiberias had not only taken up arms, but 
had made war with Decapolis of Syria, Accordingly, thou 
hadft ordered their villages to be burnt, and a domeftic fervant 
ef thine fell in the battle. Nor is it I only who fay this ; but 
{o it is written in the commentaries of Velpafian the emperor, 
as alfo how the inhabitants of Decapolis came clamouring to 
Vefpafian at Ptolemais, and defired that thou, who walt the 
author [of that War, | mighteft be brought to punifhment. And 
thou hadft certainly been puniihed at the command of Vel- 
pafian, had not king Agrippa, who had power given him to 
have thee put to death. at the earnelt entreaty of his filter Ber- 
nice, changed the punifhment from death into a long imprif- 
onment. by political adminiftration of affairs aitterward do 
alfo clearly difcover both thy other behaviour im life, and that 
thou waft the occafion of thy country’s revolt from the Ro. 
mans ; plain figns of which | fhall produce prefently. 1 have 
alfo a mind to fay a tew things tothe reft of the people of Ti- 
berias on thy account and to demonttrate to thofe that light up- 
on this hiftory, that you bare no good-will, neither to the Ro- 
mans, nor to the king. To be {ure, the greateft cities of Gal- 
ilee, O Juftus, were Sepphoris, and thy country Tiberias. 
But Sepphoris, fituated in the very midit οἱ Galilee, and hav. 
ing many villages about it, and able with eafe to have been 
bold and troublefome to the Romans, if they had {fo pleafed, 
yet did it relolve to continue faithtul to thofe their maiters, 
and at the fame time excladed me out of their city, and pro- 
hibited all their citizens trom joining withthe Jews in the war, 
and that they might be out of danger trom me, they by a wile 
got leave of me to fortity their city with walls ; they alfo, of 
their own accord, admitted of a garrifon of Roman legions, 
fent them by Ceftius Gallus, who was then prefident οἱ Syria, 
and fo had me in contempt, though | was then very powertul, 
and all were greatly afraid of me; and at the fame time that 
the greateft οἱ our cities, Jerufalem, was befieged, and that 
temple of ours, which belanged to us all, was in danger of fall. 
ing uader the enemy’s power, they ἴδηι no affiftance thither, 
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as not willing to have it thought they would bear arms again? 
the Romans. But as tor thy country, O Juftus, fituated up- 
on the lake of Gennefareth, and difiant trom Hippos thirt 
furlongs, from Gadara fixty, and from Scythopolis, which 
was under the king’s jurifdiétion, an hundred and twenty ; 
when there was no Jewifh city near, it might eafily have ‘pre- 
ferved its fidelity [to the Romans, | if it had fo pleafed them 
to do ; for the city and its people had plenty of weapons. But, 
as thou fayeft, I was ¢hen the author | of their revoie. 
pray, O Juftus, who was that author afterwards ? For thou 
nowett that 1 was in the power of the Romans before Jeru- 
falem was befieged, and betore the fame time Jotapata was 
taken by force, as well as many other fortreffes, and a great 
many of the Galileans fell in the war. It was therefore then 
ἃ proper time when you were certainly freed from any fear on 
my account, to throw away your weapons, and to demonflrate 
to the king and to the Romans, that it was ποῖ of choice, but 
as forced By neceffity , that you fell into the war againft them ; 
but you ftaid till Vefpafian came himfelf.as far as your walls, 
with his whole army ; and then you did indeed lay afide your 
weapons ont of tear, and your city had for certain been taken 
by force, unlefs Vefpafian had complied with the king’s fup- 
lication for you, and had excufed vour madnefs. It was not 
, therefore, who was the author of this, but your own incli- 
nations to war. Do not you remember how often I got you 
under mv power, and yet put none of you ta death? nay, you 
once fell into a tumult one againft another, and flew one hun- 
dred and eighty five of your citizens. not on account of your 
‘good-will to the king and to the Romans, but on account of 
our own wickednels, and this while I was befieged by the 
omans in Jotapata. Nay indeed, were there not reckoned 
up two thoufand of the people of Tiberias during the fiege of 
Jerufalem, fome of which were flain, and the reit caught and 
carried captives ? But thou wilt pretend that thou didft not 
engage in the war fince thou didft flee to the king, Yes, in- 
deed, thou didft flee to him ; but I fay it was out ot fear of me. 
Thou fayeft indeed, that it is I who ama wicked man. But 
then, for what reafon was it that king Agrippa, who procured 
thee thy life whenthou wait condemned to die by Vefpafian, 
and who beftowed fo much riches upon thee, did twice atter- 
ward put thee into bonds, and as olten obliged thee to run a- 
way from thy country, and, when he had once ordered thee to 
be put to death, he granted thee a pardon at the earneft defire 
of Bernice ? and, when (after 10 many of thy wicked pranks) 
he had made thee his fecretary, he caught thee falfifying his e- 
piftles, and drove thee away from his fight. But 1 fhall nox 
inquire accurately into (δίς matters of fcandal againft thee. 
Yet cannot J] but wonder atthy impudence, when thou 
the affurance to fay, that thou haft better related thefe affaire 
{of the war] than have all the others that have written about 
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them, whilft thea didft not know what was done in Galilee ; 
for thou waft then at Berytus with the king ; nor didft thou 
know bow much the Romans {ufféred at the fiege of otapata, 
or what miferies they brought upon us; nor couldf thou leara 
by inquiry what 1 did during that fiege myfelf ; for all thofe 
that might afford fuch information were quite deftroyed in 
that fiege. But perhaps thon wilt fay, thou haf writter of 
what was done againit the people of Jerufalem exaGly, But 
how fhould that be ! tor nesthey waft thou concerned in that 
war, ΠΟΙ haft thou read the commentaries of Czfar ; of which 
we have evident proof, becaufe thou haft contradigted thole 
commentaries of © afar in thy hiftory. But if thou art fo hare 
dy as to af_rm, that thou halt written that biftory better than 
all the reft, why didft thou not publifh thy biftory while the 
emperors Vefpafian and Titus, the generals in that war, δᾶ 
well as king Agrippa and his family, who were men very well 
killed in the learning of the Greeks, were all alive ? tor thou 
haft had tt written thefe twenty yeara, and then mighte# thou 
have had the teflimony of thy accuracy. But now when thefe 
men are no lenger with us, and thou thinkeft thau canf not 
be contradifted, thou ventureft to publifh it. But when I was 
not in like mammer afraid of my owa writing, but I offered my 
books to the emperors themfelves, when the faéts were almoft 
under mens eyes ; for I was confcious to myfelf, that I had 
obferved the truth of the tals ; and as I expeé to have their 
atteftatron to them, fo I was not deceived in fuch expectation. . 
Moreover, 1 immediately prefented my hiftory to, many other 
peifons, fome of which were concerned in the war as was 
king Agrippa and fome of his kindred. Naw the emperor 
Titus was fe defirous that the knowledge of thefe affairs fhould 
be taken from thefe books alone, that he fub{cribed his own 
hand to them, and ordered that they fhould be publifhed ; and 
for Agrippa he wrote me fixty-two letters, and attefted to the 
truth of what J had therein delivered ; two ot which letters I 
have here fubjoined, and thou mayeft thereby know their con- 
tents. “* King Agrippa to Jofephus, his dear triend, fendeth 
greeting, 1 have read over thy book with great pleafure, and 
it appears to me, that thou hait done it much more accurately, 
and with greater care, than have the other writers. Send me 
the reft ot thele books. Farewell, my dear friend.” ‘ King 
Agrippa to Jofephus, his dear friend, fendeth greeting. lt 
feems by what thou hait written, that thou flandeit in need of 
no inftreéion, tn order to our information from the beginning. 
However when thou comeft to me, I will inform thee οἱ a 
great many things which thou doft not know.” “So when this 

iftory was pertefted, Agrippa neither by way of flattery, 
which was not agreeable to him, nor by way ot irony, as thou 
wilt fay, (for he was entirely a ftranger to {uch an evil difpo- 
fition of mind,) but he wrote this by way of atieftation to what 
was true, as all that read hiftories may do. And {fo much fhall 
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be faid concerning Juftus*, which I am obliged to add by 
way of digreflion. 

66. Now when I had fettled the affairs οἱ Tiberias, and had 
afflembled my friends as a Sanhedrim, I confulted what I fhould 
do asto John. Whereupon it appeared to be the opinion of 
all the Galileans, that } fhould arm them all, and march againft 
poha, and punifh him as the author of all the diforders that 

ad happened. Yet was not I pleafed with their determina- 
tion ; as purpofing to compofe thele troubles without blood- 
fhed. Upon this {| exhorted them to ufe the utmoft care to 
Jearn the names of all that were under John ; which when 
they had done, and | thereby was apprifed who the men were, 
I publifhed an edi€t, wherein I offered fecurity and my right 
hand to fuch of John’s party as had a mind to repent ; and J al- 
lowed twenty days time to fuch as would take this moft ad- 
vantageous courle for themfelves. I allo threatened, that un- 
Jefs they threw down their arms, | would burn their houfeag 
and expofe their goods to public fale. When the men heard 
of this, they were in no {mall diforder. and deferted John - 
and, to the number ot four thoufand, threw down their arms, 
and cameto me. So thatno others ftaid with John but his 
own citizens, and about fifteen hundred ftrangers that came 
from the metropolis ot Tyre ; and, when John {aw that he had 
been outwitted by my ftratagem, he continued afterward in 
his own country, and was in great fear of me, 

67. But about this time it was that the people of Sepphoris 

rew infolent, and took up arms, out of aconfidence they had 
an the ftrength of their walls, and becaufe they faw me engag- 
ed in other affairs alfo. So they fent to Ceftius Gallus, wha 
was prefident of Syria, and defired that he would either come 
quickly to them, and take their city under his prateétion, of 


4 The charaGter of rhis biftory of Juftus of Tiberias, the rival of our Jofepbus, 
which is now loft, with its only remaining fragment, are given us bya vcry able 
critic, Photius, who read that hiftory. Jtis in the 93d code of his Bibliotheca, 
and runsthus. ‘I bave read (fays Photius) the chronology of Juftus of Tiberias, 
whofe title is this, [The chronology of ] the Kings of fudah, which fucceeded one axe~ 
ther, This [ Juftus] came out of the city Tiberias in Galilee. He begins his hif. 
tory from Mofes, and ends it not till the death of Agrippa the feventh [ruler} of 
the family of Herod, and the laf& king of the Jews ; who took the government ua- 
der Claudius, had it augmented under Nero, and {till more augmented by Vef 
pafian. He died in the third year of Trajan, where alfo his hiftory ends. He is 
very concife in his language, and flightly pafles over thofe attairs that were mo 
neceflary to be infifled on; and being under the Jewith prejudices, as indeed he 
was himfelf alfo a jew by birth, be makes not the leaft mention of the appearance 
of Chrift, or of what things happened to him, or of the wonderful works that he 
did. Hc was the fon of acertain Jew, whofe name was Prfus. He was a man, 
as he is defcribed by Jofephus, of a moft profligate charaéter ; a flave both to mon. 
ey and to pleafutes. In public affairs he was oppofite to Jolephus; and it is related, 
that he laid many plots againft him, but that Jolephus, though he had this his enc- 
my frequently under his power, did only reproach him in words, and [ο ket him 
go without farther punifhment. He fays allo, that the hiftory which this may 
wrote is, for the main, fabulous, and chiefly as to thofe parts where he defcribeg 
the Roman war with the Jews, and the taking of Jerufalem.” 
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fend them a garrifori: Accordingly Gallus promifed them to 
come, but did not fend word when he would come: And, 
when I had learned fo much, I took the foldiers that were with 
meé, and made an affault upon the people of Sepphoris, and 
took the city by force. The Galileans took this opportunity, 
as thinking they had now a proper time for fhewing their ha. 
tred to them, fince they bore ill will .o that city alfo. They 
then exerted themfelves, as if they would deftroy them all ut- 
terly, with thofe that fojourned there alfo. So they ran upon 
them, and fet their houfes on fire, as finding them without in- 
habitants ; for the men out of fear ran together to the citadel. 
So the. Galileans carried off every thing, and omitted no kind 
of defolation which they could bring upon their countrymen. 

hen I faw this, 1 was exceedingly troubled at it, and com- 
manded them to leave off, and put them in mind tbat it was not 
agreeable to piety to do {uch things to their countrymen : But 
fince they neither would hearken to what I exhorted, nor to 
what I commanded them to do (for the hatred they bore to the 
people there was too hard for my exhortations to them,) I bid 


a. 


thofe my friends, who were moft faithtul to me, and were a- - 


bout me, to give out reports, as if the Romans were falling up- 
on the other part of the city with a great army ; and this | did, 
that, by fuch a report’s being {pread abroad, I might reftrain 
the violence of the Galileans, and preferve the city. of Sep- 

horis. And at length this ftratagem had its effe@ ; for, upon 

earing ‘this report, they were in fear for themfelves, and fo 
they left off plundering, and ran away ; and this more efpe- 
cially, becaufe they faw me, their general, do the fame allio ; 
for, that I might caufe this report to be believed, I pretended 
to be in fear as well as they. Thus‘were the inhabitants of 
Sepphoris unexpeétedly preferved by: this contrivance of 
mine. ΕΝ . 

68. Nay indeed Tiberias had liketo have been plundered 
by the Galileans alfo upon the following occafion : The chief 
men of the fenate wrote to the king. and défired that he would 
come to them, and take poffeffion of their city. The kin 
promifed to come, and wrote a letter in anfwer to theirs, and 
gave it to one of his bed-chamber, whofe naw1e'was Cri/pus, 
and who was by birth a Jew, to carry it to Tiberias, hen 
the Galileans knew that this man carried fuch a letter, they 
caught him, and brought him to me ; but as foon as the whole 
multitude heard of it, they were enraged, and betook them- 
felves to their arms. Soa great many of them got together 
from all quarters the next day. and came to the city Afochis, 


Ἃ 


where I then lodged, and made heavy clamours, and called the — 


city of Tiberias a traitor to them, and a friend to the king ; 
and defired leave of me to go down, and utterly defroy it; 
for they bore the like: ill-will to the people of Tiberias, as 
they did to thofe of Sepphoris. 

. When I heard this, I was io doubt what to do, and hel. 
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itated by what means I might deliver Tiberids from the rage 
of the Galileans ; for I could not deny that thofe of Tiberias 
had written to the king, and invited him to come to them; for 
his letters to them in anfwer thereto, would fully prove the 
truth of that. So I fata long while mifing with myfelf, and 
then faid to them, “ I know well eriough that the people of 
Tiberias have offended ; nor thail 1 forbid you to plunder the 
city. However, fuch things ought to be dene with difcre- 
tion; for they of Tiberias have not been the only betrayérs 
of our liberty, but many of the moft eminent patriots of the 
Galileans, as they pretended to be, have done the fame. Tar- 
ry therefore till I thall thoroughly find out thofe authors of 
our danger, and then you fhall have them all at once under 
your power, with all fuch as you fhall yourfelves bring in al- 

0.” on my faying this, } pacified the multitude, and they 
left off their anger, and went their ways; and I gave orders 
that he whobrought the king’s letters fhould be put into bonds ; 
but in a few days I pretended that { was obliged, by a neceffa- 
ry affair of my own, to go out of the kingdom. I then called 
Crifpus privately, and ordered him to make the foldier that 
Kept him drunk, and to run away to the king. So whea Ti- 
berias was in danger ot being utterly deftroyed a fecond time, 
It efcaped the danger by my fkilful management, and the care 
that I had for its prefervation. 

©. About this time it was that Juflus, the fon of Piftus, 

without my knowledge, ran away to the king ; the occafion of 
which I will here relate. Upon the begirining of the war be- 
tween the Jews and the Romans, the people of Tiberzas re- 
folved to fubmit to che ‘king, and ‘not to revolt from the Ro- 
mans ; while Juftus tried to perfuade them to betake themnfelves 
to their arms, as being himfelf defirous of innovations, and 
having hopes of obtaining the government of Galilee, as well 
gsoft his.own count iberias|alfo. Yet did he not obtain 
what he hoped for; becaufe the Galileans hore ifl-will tothofe 
of Tiberias, and on this account of their anger at what miferies 
they had fuffered from them before the war ; thence it was, 
that they would not endure that Juftus fhould be their governor, 
I myfelf alfo, who had been entrufted by the community of 
Jerufalerh with the government of Galitee, did trequently come 
to that degree of rage at Juftus, that I had almoft refolved to 
kill him, as not able to bear‘his mifchievous difpofition. He 
was therefore much afraid of me, left “αἱ length my paffion 
fhould come to extremity ; fo he went to the king, as fuppof- 
ing that he fhould dwell better, and more fafely with him. 
_ 4%. Now when the people of Sepphoris had, in fo furprifing 

a manner, efcaped their firft danger, they fentto Ceftius Gal. 
lus, and defired him to come to them immediately, and take 
poffeffion of their city, or elfe to fend forces fafficient to reprefs 
all their enemies incurfions upon them ; and at the ἰδῇ the 
did prevail with Gallusto fend them a confiderable army, bot 
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of horfe and foot, which came in the night-time, and which 
they admitted into the city. But when the country round a- 
bout it was harraffed by the Roman army, I took thofe foldiers 
that were about me, and came fo Garifme, where [ caftupa 
bank, a good way off the city Sepphoris ; and when | was at 
twenty turlongs diftance, I came upon it by night, and made 
an affault upon its walls with my forces; and when I had or- 
dered a confiderable number of my foldiers to fcale them with 
Jadders, I became mafter of the greateft part of the city. But 
foon after our unacquaintednefs with the places foreed us to 
retire, after we had killed twelve of the Roman footmen, and 
two horfemen, and a few of the people of Seppboris, with the 
lofs of only a fingle man ot our own. And when it afterward 
came to a battle in the plain againift the horfemen, and we had 
undergone the dangers of it courageoufly fora Jong time, we 
were beaten ; tor upon the Romans encompafling me about, 
my foldiers were afraid, and fled back. There feli in that bat- 
tle one of thofe that had been entrufted to guard my body, his 
name was Jujlus, who at this time had the fame poft with the 
king. At the fame time alfo there came forces, both horfemen 
and footmen, from the king, and Sylla their commander, who 
was the captain of this guard ; this Sylla pitched his camp at 
five furlongs diftance from Julias, and fet a guard upon the 
roads both that which led to Cana, and that which led to the 
fortrefs Gamala, that he might hinder their inhabitants ftom 
getting provifions out of Galilee. 

42. As foon as 1 had gotten intelligence of this, I fent two 
thoufand armed men, and acaptain overthem, whofe name 
was Jeremiah, who rajfed a bank a furlong off Julias, near to 
the river Jordan, and did no more than fkirmith with the ene- 
my ; till I took three thoufand foldiers τὴν (εἰ, and cathe to 
them. But on the next day, when I had laid an ambulh in 
a certain valley, not far from the banks, I provoked thofe that 
belonged to the king to cometo a battle, and gave orders to 
my own foldiers to turn their backs uponthem, until they 
fhould have drawn the enemy away from their camp, and 
brought them out into the field, which was done accordingly ; 
for Sylla, fuppofing that our party did really run away. was 
ready to purfue them, when our Gidiers that lay: in ambuth 
‘took them on their backs, and put them all into great dtfor- 

der. 1alfo immediately made a fudden turn with my own 
forces, and met thofe of the king’s party, and put them to 
flight. And 1 had performed great things that day, if a certain 
fate had not been my hindrance ; for the horfe on which I 
rode, and upon whofe back | tought, fell into a quagmire, and 
threw me on the ground, and I was bruifed on my wrift, and 
carried into a village named Cepharnome, or Capernaum. 
When my foldiers heard of this, they were afraid I had been 
worfe hurt than | was: And fo they did not go on with their 
purfuit any further, but returned in very great concern for 


me. I therefore fent tor the phyficians, and while I was un- 
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Romans. For they faid, that Philip, the general of his army, 
had betrayed the royal palace, and the Roman forces that wert 
mn Jerufalem, and that it was done by his command? When 


king. But when Vefpafian was come to Ptolemais, the chici 
men of Decapolis οἱ Syria made a clamour againf Juftus οἱ 
Tiberias, becaufe he had fet their villageg on fre : So Velp:- 
fian delivercd him to the king, to be put to death by thofe 
under the king’s jurifdi@ion ; yet did the king only] pa 
him into bonds, and concealed what he had done from Ve: 


to which coming of his. and after what manner it was ordered 
and how he fought his firft battle witb me near the village 
Taricheae, and how from thence they went to Jotapata, and 
how I was taken alive, and bound, and how I was afterward 
Isofed, with all that was done b me in the Jewifh war, and 
during the fiege of Jerufalem : have accurately related them 
in the books concerning the War of the Tews, However, tt 
will, I think, be fit for me to add now an account of tnole 
attions of my lile, which I have not related in that book of 
the Jewifh War, | 

75+ For when the fiege of Jotapata was over, and I was a- 
mong the Romans, I was kept with much care, by means Οἱ 
the great refpeét that Vefpafian fhewed me, Moreover, at his 
€ommand, I married a virgin *, who was from among the 


* Here J ofephus, a prieft, honeftly confeffes that he did that at the command of 
VeSpafian,which be had before told us was not lawful for a prieft to do by the law 
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